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MR. B. F. WILSON, County Treasurer.

placed in him.

SOURCE: Crystal River News 
August 18, 1905

MR. B. F. WILSON.
Mr. B. F. Wilson was born in Hous­

ton county. Tennessee, in 18(52.
In 1SS4 he came to Florida, and find­

ing no other place he liked -so well, he 
cast anchor in what was then Her­
nando county. (Hernando county then 
included what is now Citrus county.) <

For several years he engaged in 
what was then the leading idea, name­
ly: orange culture and the culture of 
citrus fruits in general. Later he was 
for several years in the phosphate bus­
iness. Then he tried the mercantile 
business for six years, but every man 
has a particular niche in life into\vhich 
he fits exactly, and this niche the 
voters of Citrus county found for Mr. 
Wilson when they elected him, unani­
mously and against one of the most 
powerful political men the county then 
had, to the office of county treasurer. 
He was elected to this office in 1901, 
and in 1903 he was re-elected to the! 
same office, which was further pyoof' 
of the confidence and esteem of the' 
people, and that Mr. Wilson had really 
found his true vocation in life, namely: 
that of a public officer of trust j

It is Mr. Wilson’s chief aim in life

to show his appreciation of the good­
will of ids fellow citizens by proving 
strictly faithful to his trust. He takes 
a deep interest in the county’s welfare 
and always (as far it is in his power 
to do so) lends a helping hand to ev­
ery enterprise that has a tendency to 
develop the industries and natural re­
sources of the county, or in any way 
accrue to the welfare of Citrus coun­
ty and the people in it.

Mr. Wilson, personally, is a man 
whom to know is to love and trust. 
He makes a true friend and a lenient, 
charitable foe. Nothing delights him 
more than to know that success came 
to any one worthy of it, and nothing 
saddens him more quickly than to 
know that a fellowman has been over­
taken by misfortune. ■

A.s a public officer, Mr. Wilson can 
always count on the future support 
of the voters of Citrus county for he 
has proven his efficiency and his hon- 
<»«ty n> tlio wny lie has always fill-



Volume III

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WILSON

Source: Pioneer Florida, 1959. by 0. B. McKay, Editor, The Southern Publishing Company 
Tampa, Florida

2. Julia Bernice Wilson Fincannon, bom January 5. 
1919, in Pasco County. She married George A. Fin- 
cannon, Waterworks Superintendent in Brooksville.

Jewel Lucille Wilson Smith, bom November 18. 
' 1926, in Hernando County. She married Owen B. 

Smith, Lieutenant in the Coast Guard in Mobile, Ala­
bama.

4. Benjamin Francis Wilson, bom December 4, 1929. 
in Hernando County. He is a chemical engineer at 
Huntsville, Alabama.

One of the many natives of Florida who make their 
living on citrus and cattle, Benjamin Franklin Wilson 
owns 350 acres of land in Hernando County and has 
fifty to seventy-five head of grade cattle mixed with 
Brahmans and White Face Herefords. A hundred 
acres of his land is in improved pasture, twenty acres 
in farm lands, and forty acres in virgin timber. He 
sells his cattle at auction in Tampa, Webster, and 
Ocala, and his citrus to Newbern in Tampa and Pasco 
Packing Company.

He was bom in Inverness September 27, 1894, son 
of Zachary Thomas Wilson, a native of Alabama, who 
was bom June 21, 1864, and died in Largo in 1954. He '- 
was a blacksmith in Brooksville, Lecanto, and Safety 
Harbor. Benjamin’s mother was Ellen Elizabeth King, 
who was bom in Crystal River, June 22, 1864, and 
died January 2, 1914, in Safety Harbor.

He attended public school in Brooksville and worked 
in groves in Pinellas County until 1918, when he went 
to Blanton as caretaker for the groves of Jeffords and 
Smoyer, and also did some farming there. In 1924 he 
moved to Hernando County and bought some land 
which he eventually traded for ten acres of grove in 
the Spring Lake section. The trees in this grove were 
in poor condition and it took almost five years to get 
them bearing. He still owns this land.

During the tick eradicating program in 1934-35 Mr. 
Wilson was dipping inspector for the government. In 
1946 he built and opened a liquor store with living 
quarters on U. S. Highway 41 in the town of Wilson- 
Haven.

From 1924 to 1932 he served as Deputy Sheriff of 
Hernando County under Sheriff Cobb. He was a char­
ter member of Moose Lodge No. 912 in Brooksville, 
now inactive.

Benjamin Franklin Wilson was married on July 1, 
1915, in Williston, Florida, to Mary Leona Brady, who 
was bom June 23,1897, in Georgia, daughter of Alonzo 
Brady, who died in Tampa in 1932, and Ida Johnston, 
who died in Williston in 1917. Both parents were na­
tives of Georgia. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have four chil­
dren:

1. Margaret Louise Wilson Robison, bom March 3, 
* 1917, in Williston. She is a widow, living in Mont­

gomery, Alabama, where she is a nurse at Maxwell 
Air Force Base.
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WILSON. Joseph J.

Tampa Daily Times
' Feb 25, 1933
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| Joseph J. Wilson I

It/TR. WII^ON, widely known 
1V1 jiru spaprrman in Florida, 
has- been connected with the 
newspaper business virtually 
all of his 
life. Born in 
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20 Sep 1914
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26 Nov 1912 by CLH. Anderson Page 388
WOODARD, James Irvin of Crystal River to Ethel Kelley of Citronelle

20 May 1908 by L“rB. Boney, M.G. page 84
WOODEN, Sylvester to Josephine Floyd both of Crystal River

4 Feb 1912 by Rev. N.S. Simmons page 339
WOODS, G.W. of Tampa, Fl. to Erie M. Thomas of Floral City, Fl.

8 Sep 1907 by George T. Nelson, J.P. page 25
WOODS, Harvey of Hernando to Katie Page of Inverness 21 Apr 1913

by George de Muro County Judge page 411
WOODS, Seden to Willie Siplin of Floral City 11 Aug 1912 by

Rev. A.L. Freley page 368
WOODSON, John to Edna Thomas both of Inverness

by George de Muro County Judge page 491
WOOTEN, Dan to Dilly Brooks both of Holder

by P.M. Scott page 245
WRIGHT, Arthur to Cora Lee Bevins both of Floral City 13 Sep 1909 

by Rev. A.L. Finley page 177
WRIGHT, Eddie to Ruby Garnett both of Hernando 4 July 1912 by

EEv. J.S. Archie page 362
WRIGHT, James of Elliston to Minda English of Elliston, Fl.

31 March 1907 by Rev. J.W. Weston page 12
WRIGHT, Jeff to Lillie Wright both of Hernando 12 Oct 1908

by Rev. W.M. Lumpkin page' 104
WRIGHT, Josh W. to Susie Clark, both of Hernando 

by J.S. Archie page 351

WILLIAMS, Willie to Sarah Williams both of Crystal River
10 Nov 1907 by O.E. Edwards, J.P. page 49

WILLIS, Abe to Inez Allen both of Holder 7 Nov 1915 by
Rev. W.M. Murrell page 531

WILLIS, Ed to Florence Cribbs both of Crystal River 30 Aug 19uO 
by J.E. Stevens, J.P. page 230

WILLIS, George to Pearlie Roberts both of Inverness 18 Oct 1909 
by George de Muro County Judge page 182

WILLIS, James Carl to Jennie Sykes both of Crystal River
15 July 1908 by J.B. Clark, N.P. page 88

WILSON, Auline to Hattie Johnson of Floral City 
by J.S. Coleman, M.G. page 368

WILSON, Cicero to Julia Brown of Floral City 29 Dec 1908 by
Rev. S.W. White ■ page 124

WILSON, E.J. to Effie Singleton of Inverness 6 June 1911 by 
George de Muro County Judge page 296

WILSON, Frank to Lucile Houston both of Istachatta, Fl.’ 
6 Feb 1908 by Rev. S.B. Burgess page 66

WILSON, John of Cinyatia, Fl. to Lovey Williams of Inverness, Fl.
11 Apr 1916 by GEorge de Muro County Judge page 549

WILSON, Lonzo N. to Nellie Hurst of Crystal River 12 May 1912 
by R.A. Williams N.P. page 356

WILSON, Soloman of Ocala to Ada Heatley 23 Sep 1908 
by Rev. H. Holman page 104

WILSON,. Tasco to Stella Ogle both of Crystal River
■ by E.'B. Croft J.P. 5th Dist. page 481
WINES, Rubin to Evalina Richardson both of Crystal River

25 Dec 1916 by Rev. T.M. Kirkland . 
WOODALL, Eddie to Nellie Jenkins both of Hernando, Fl.

26 Nov 1912 by C_. H. Anderson
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Mrs. Jane A. Lucia 
315 Winter Garden Ct. 

Winter Haven, FL 33881

. —i

The enclosed photocopies are to go with the biography of Samuel 
Thomas Wilson recently sent to you. I sent a copy of the bio­
graphy to Princeton Theological Seminary and they sent me the 
enclosed copies of his alumni file. When more information is 
received, I will send you copies.



connected, in their chronological order?

An immediate reply will add to tho favor.

J

Rev. WILLIAM E. SCHENCK, D. D„
' iSccre/ary. Alumni Awocuihon of the Seminary,

No. 4006 Baltimore Avenue,
PHILADELPHIA,---- •----

The Faculty of the Seminary specially request that this Circular, after being filled up, also all 
letters relating to tho above matters, bo addressed to

z» 13. With what Presbyteries have von been

small, including volumes, sermons, pamphlets, &c., have you published ?
. c 0^zVrt-<A_ —

V ki'V. £Z7^ «. S' “

•? ■/ZVJ-cx- ~ ''PjLc. /^,-k c*. cC <C

ig_ correction oTauy errors or omissions in the General Catalogue of 1872 will bo gratefully 
received.

14, lour dilleivnt sqltlemcuts ns pastor, and places of service as staled supply, in chronological 
order; giving name of church, and dates, (year, month, and day) of installation and release as pastor, 
and beginning and cud of service ns supply; distinguishing between pAstorate 'nnd 'supply.' -[bates of 
installation nnd reJcns&-Guu<4» obtained, if necessary, from the records of tho Presbytery, through its 
Stated Clerk.] AL-aZX a£. L^.

. y’X. XaZ< 7h.cC
zS f'2.o-~/c. »QyLZ (7htc£] Zo -/S-iH - Jxc^ZaZAjcI.

lixp-Q/l— Z?-<cCO /4f-./fTT-l - *■&*''? teC Shsv ((-/?(,¥- (saJXcpt S-
CaZX. - ipaX^cc, GTOJS. A^<v^,oZ. Chr&/i„ A«x>-/.cvZ4^«< fw*—«. CC /SuP-Kpt-c-oC. & -

y - fch ^paLS^cC, A
Qt{~_ Z2*£b.d. &.<£■ ff-Styr- a

15. Service ns Professor, Secretary, Agent, Tutor, Teacher, or other special work at any lime in 
life, with dales of beginning mid end, nnd in chronological order; also places of residence during life. _> • 

cCcje^t^.^ £ AC.

CLa-i^-s -—>
.} / , / /

1G. What works, large or b ., o  , * .....
Please give their exact titles. ~ (JL^jC IC<^ c/c^a^.n^ —

IXcC^1- 62)^

CllJ nA9«.acc< ti.vA //<n^zLx. &

1^—Giyo-ftU)—fnets-of-interest, uut utllcil fui by the-abovc questions.
-«3'4g^c<,c*X4 A<— <*-^“5 p^. . 4</Zx_^. /fc; />

A. REQUEST.
A special Alcove has been set apart in tho Library of Princeton Seminary, to be called “The 

Alumni Alcove,” into which it is proposed to gather complete sets of the publicalious, largo and 
small, of all who have ever been connected with the Seminary. It is earnestly desired that all who 
have been Students, Directors, or Trustees of the Institution for any length of. time will co-operate in 
making this undertaking a complete success. We therefore respectfully solicit from you> dear sir, a copy 
of each of your publications for this collection. Sermons and pamphlets will be cared for, and bound 
so as to be convenient for reference.

Any publications given, in response to this call, may bo left with the Rev. David Living, D. D., 
at tho Mission House, No. 23 Centre Street, New York; with Rev. W. E. Schenck, D. D., nt the 
Presbyterian Publication House, No. 1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia; or sent to.

Pnor. CHARLES A. AIKEN, D.D.,
jAhitiriau if the Seminary,

,x ; * PllINOETON, N. J.



JVamo in. full,

2. The date and place of your birth

3. The full names of your father autl mother.^

otcL

or

9. In what year did the Seminary Class at Princeton, with which you were connected, regularly 
graduate f £ (j'" f

.5X, io ,\£) o-C.

ALUMNI OF PRINCETQN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
(Wo. If °f- , fyn. £aj, IS72i

5. Dale and College of graduation. —

O. • ‘l.ddj’CSS (18^

as well ns the year. _ A

name. ScUxU<s£ 0/.cfl^.a^

■J £>A.a-Jn AtCXm>£j I
ZZtgaZ' X-en-^, oof J

4. Where, and under whose tuition, were you prepared for College)’.'} — Im^Cz.

Zccx_A_rt>tv^»»^= J~f &£-£%_ o^7~i^O L. f

n /Z///J-Z/V--

Dear Sir:
• Both the I1acuity and J he Alumni Association of Princeton Theological Seminary arc - ■

anxious to obtain materials for a full and accurate Ilegistration in regard to the lives and'labors of 
all Alumni, of the. Seminary._._Such a Registration will bp invnhiable .in enlarging, mid, making, more . 
accurate the future General Catalogues of the Institution, and for a variety of' other uses. Each *
gentleman receiving this sheet is earnestly requested to fill the blanks with the desired information, and 
return it to the address given below, as soon as possible.

N. B.—In giving dates, please be particular to give the day and month,

1. Your full name, including full middle

6. With what particular Church did you first unite, and nt what age?
/xL a ■iS’cLov-ec.

7. Did you go immediately from College to Princeton Seminary? If not, how was the interval
spent? J}-v ~ YZ<7J<v/-. Zb /^KAA~e»Zcn— <a*_ <-

,/77T.Z.5>, Az-ZO>o</L-2r‘c, - /?^x

8. Length of time spent in Princeton Seminary, and in any other Theological Institution before
after residence at Princeton.  cx^r- A-f 7’

10. By what Presbytery (or other ecclesiastical body) were you Licensed to preach? And at
what date? //l-coZy 4^—-g ‘j ch^

11. By what Presbytery (or other ecclesiastical body), at what place, at what exact date, and
in what denomination were you Ordained t / jL Zc—--, t>t

"j_ >Zao^ lo-is-ri. a e’°—

12. Where, »to>, end »liom did you nmrryf l£>'
1 fot.^m.fyrt- rtf ><Z.f a.

G, -W. da-lirrq. si j • , , '

lirrl, A, V/4L. 7^ 7 z ’ Z'A
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PRINCETON SEMINARY NECROLOGICAL REPORT; =

Dear

fol. /fPrinceton, N. J., 189 3.

/kb-.Full name of father.

Full maiden name of mother.

Place and dale of birth.

fit. art,

Preparatory studies, where.

Student in what college.

/fU-fEntered Princeton Seminary. Graduated 18 J~/ .

Terne epent in any other seminary. o

: if-j 1Licensed, when and by what body.

Ordained, when and by what body.

Jcf.ru. ?V t

REV. J. H. DULLES, .
Chairman Committee on Necrology.

£/£^ i/tf'Z.

/'6/a. — J z / 3 •

Public profession of faith, when and where. f

<r~>x^-'Cc^a uL Cc^cL^h/iC ^-r it-i-tZlL I

.ifU •:
‘-----------------------

Occupation between college and seminary. courses.

/A> t trvu.- /

Graduated .

, IVill you kindly Jill out the following blank with the information it calls for concerning the 
lau J.i. , once a student in the Seminary at Princeton?
An early compliance with this request will greatly oblige > r-. j • . • . • <

Yours sincerely,

cf.ru


Served

(hr!'.Died, when, where, and of what disease.

of wife and name and address of wife's father—also date of

c^~,c

U fare,Honorary 'appointments.

Wn. J-Ji.

?2zJ. Ply. rdyn.
'■ytc/n'3 >

Honorary degrees, where and by what institution conferred.

JklA

Qi. £(mS <y G-u. . .1, 
7}l * Cr^rKc^C

-0-■ , tai') c.tc'Jit.

^hat. \churches (as pastor or stated supply), giving dates of installations and releases..

•Wi®- r--------

Married—giving date, place, full maiden name 
death of first wife, if married twice.

f. .x)lx. /d, ///>, . dCc, cllkj K^x-x.- dajC JtjU.

2 J~Lc . /1 /(> ; ~. . Sg. t.A'4. L f C^<_£tC

Does his widow survive? How many surviving sons? I Daughters? I

Tides and dates of published writings; prominent traits of character, and any other facts of interest.
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Apr.3, 1894Princeton, N. J., 189

Dear Madam:-

Will you kindly give me the

the late Rev. Samuel Thomas Wilson:-

7

Yom'S sincerely,

0 <)/ a.

3. When did he begin his work at Winter Haven.

following facts necessary to complete our record of your husband,

4. Of what disease 
Cl

PRINCETON SEMINARY

GENERAL CATALOGUE.
IC2V. J. IL DULLE3. Compiler.

f, Number of his surviving sons and daughters ( of each marriage)-

6. Any honorary appointments he received, such as moderator of

C Tc^i-S * 
f An earl;

E

5

>a didke die. 

1. At what age did he maJce a public profession of his faith.
IxuJLmt' IL— iJlvr ft?) <u$- Ltx-r-q

2. Where and when did he receive the degree of D.p’.\
Pxj S1A _ 1C1— 70

Presbytery or Synod, public appointments, etc.

Ly reply in the above spaces will greatly oblige*

■)'V« z

Mrs. Samuel T. Wilson:
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I
Dear Sir-

L ' Can you. give me the place of the

death of the late Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, who died Oct. 4,1893? Does

his widow survive? If so, what is her address? He was

Perhaps you can alsoI believe.with your Presbytery,

number of his surviving sons and daughters.

An early reply will greatly oblige

Yours sincerely,

i

-<£ <5^^

PRINCETON SEMINARY

GENERAL CATALOGUE.

HEV. 3. K. DUZ.LZ3. Compiler.

-

connected

tell me the

/f c

Princeton, N. J., Mar. 23,1894 . 189

10

Rev. J, H. Potter:

A'
7^— ^2<S Z
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Dear Kathy:

Jane A. Lucia

ever have ; 
band and I 
up again.

the biography, Rev. Wilson led 
Additionally, he was a

latience.
.□n't hesitate.

;on
;istorical

Sincerely,

a ve. 
well

I »

Ms. Kathy T. Thompsi 
c/o Citrus County H:

Resources Office 
1 Courthouse Square 
Inverness, FL 34450

Thank you for your input and your patience. If you should 
anything else to add, please don’t hesitate. My hus- 

i plan to visit your area again and we will look you

As you can see by reading 
ry interesting and fruitful life, 
loved and respected person.

At long last, I have gone about as far as I can in my re­
search into the life of Rev. Samuel Thomas Wilson, my great­
grandfather. You may remember our visit with you several 
years ago; you had expressed a wish to have a copy of the finished 
biography. I feel that it is by no means finished, as there 
are still unanswered questions.

315 Winter Garden Court
Winter Haven, Florida 33881-9443 
February 16, 2002



son.

Jane A, Lucia
Winter, 2002

I

The following is a short biography of the life of 
Rev. Samuel Thomas Wilson, D.D., the founder and first in­
stalled pastor of First Presbyterian Church here in Winter 
Haven, Fla. who was my great-grandfather. Some information 
was passed on to me through family members, some from court 
records, some from church records, and some from publications. 
This biography surely is only the "tip of the iceberg" as he 
apparently lived a full and prosperous life. As attested to 
in the Courier-Informant (Bartow) obituary of October 11, 
1893, it is obvious that he was a well-respected and loved per-



II

on

On May 10,

1854.wife,

■

Here he 
a widow with one 

1856, in the well-known

g

born to 
on County, 

At the age of 18 he 
Pa.

On November 25, 1823, Samuel Thomas Wilson was 
Charles W. and Elizabeth Thomas Wilson in Huntingdi 
Pa. (The Loop), one of eight children, 
united with the Presbyterian Church at Hollidaysburg, 
After graduating from Jefferson College (later Washington and 
Jefferson College in Washington, Pa.) in 1848, he attended 
Princeton Theological Seminary, graduating in 1851. He was 
licensed on June 26, 1851, by the Presbytery of Huntingdon. 
He married Abby Kerr, daughter of Dr. J. P. Kerr of 
Claysville, Pa. on December 16, of the same year in Washington, 
Pa.

SAMUEL THOMAS WILSON, D.D.

1853, he was ordained by the Presbytery of 
Rock River, Pa., being installed pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Camden Mills (Milan), Ill. at the same time. His 

Abby, died childless on April 30,
After serving the church at Camden Mills one year, he be­

came pastor of the First Church of Rock Island, Ill. and served 
until 1868. During this time he was sent as a delegate to the 
church in New York City and was housed at the home of George 
Newcomb and Elizabeth (Eliza) Gibbs Cahoone Kinney, 
met their daughter Sarah Ann Kinney Warner, 
son, and was married on December 1, 
"Little Church Around the Corner."

After serving the First Church of Rock Island, he was 
pastor at Galesburg, Ill. from 1869-1870 and Birmingham, Pa. 
from 1870-1878. From 1879-1880 he served as principal of a 
seminary for girls in Hollidaysburg, Pa. In 1881 and 1882 he 
served as pastor at the Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Ill.

In May of 1882 he started his Florida service in Palatka. 
The history of the First Presbyterian Church in Palatka goes 
back to February 16, 1856 when the Presbytery of Florida and 
Georgia of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America organized it. From 1856—1879, the congregation met in



2

as
master.

This church was built
It was the

[

Henry M. 
Flagler was responsible for building this edifice, a memorial 
to his daughter, in exchange for the properties of the original 
church. During Rev. Wilson's service here, his hostess at the 
manse was his daughter Harriett, since he was a widower.

From St. Augustine, Rev. Wilson travelled to west Florida 
presumably to his son's home in Rose Hill, in 1887. Rose Hill 
(8-3/4 miles northeast of Brooksville) was established in 1843. 
The Rose Hill Post Office was established on July 29, 1884, 
with Charles G. Wilson (Rev. Wilson's son) as the first Post­

Rose Hill became a "ghost town" sometime around 1901,

the "Old Powder Magazine" which was a log structure used by 
Federal Troops. This structure was later covered with white 
clapboard and became the property of the church in 1866.

In 1879, Robert Lenox Kennedy, a New York businessman and 
a winter visitor to Palatka, gave $10,000 to build a new church 
building, plus an additional $2,000 for its maintenance. This 
same man donated an additional $10,000 to reconstruct the 
church after a fire gutted the brick structure on November 7, 
1884. The rebuilding was accomplished in less than a year, 
almost exactly as it was originally erected. The same struc­
ture is still in use today.

On February 2, 1882, Rev. Wilson was installed as pastor. 
He served until January 31, 1885, finishing his contract. His 
wife, Sarah Ann, had died the previous July 29th.

Rev. Wilson and wife Sarah Ann had three children: Abby, 
Charles George, and Harriett Kinney. Abby had died in 1875 in 
Birmingham, Pa. of Consumption at the age of 17.

Rev. Wilson went to St. Augustine to serve as pastor at 
the First Presbyterian Church in 1885. 
of coquina stone in 1826 and dedicated in 1830. 
first church of its denomination to be organized in Florida. 
This church existed until 1889, and in 1890 the present mag­
nificent "Memorial Presbyterian Church" was occupied.
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came
on

In October,

*

I

1901. The 
to a nearby town

to preach in Winter Haven, 
were meeting at the Baptist Church. 
Winter Haven from Rose Hill, Florida, at the request of the 
Presbytery of South Florida to establish a Presbyterian College. 
Since the college did not come to pass because of the lack of 
money to continue, the property Rev. Wilson had bought for this 
purpose had to be sold.

While here. First Presbyterian Church of Winter Haven called 
Rev. Wilson to be the first installed pastor in June, 1888. 
E. C. Johnson, Clerk of Session, reported, "Apr. 26, 1888 ap­
plication was made to Presbytery for the services of Rev. Samuel 
T. Wilson, D. D. on two sabbaths of each month from June 1, 1888, 
to June 1, 1889, as ministerial supply, with view to calling 
him as Pastor of this Church. Two hundred dollars was pledged 
as partial pay for such service. Application was approved by 
Presbytery. Rev. C. C. Thomas, on request, remained one sab­
bath and preached A.M. 29th.” June 5, 1888, minutes read 
"Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, having spent some time at Winter Haven 
and Auburndale and having preached at both places since meeting 
of Presbytery, with great inconvenience to his own personal 
affairs and relations, consented to accept and comply with the 
request approved by Presbytery and devote two sabbaths each 
month at Winter Haven and the same service at Auburndale, the 
year to commence with June 1st, 1888.” signed E. C. Johnson, 
Clerk of Session.

as the Post Office was discontinued on April 30, 
papers of the Rose Hill Post Office were sent 
called Stage Pond.

The First Presbyterian Church in Crystal River was estab­
lished in 1885 as reported in "The History of Citrus County." 
It further reports that an early minister, Dr. Wilson, 

horseback two Sundays of the month."
1887, Rev. Wilson, then President of the Board 

of Trustees of Presbyterian College of South Florida, was asked
At this time the local Presbyterians 

Rev. Wilson had come to
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signed

Inman.

1893,

ex-
a

I
Jane Lucia
Winter, 2002

Rev. Wilson had with him for company his nephew Wm. C. 
Kinney. Mr. Kinney helped Rev. Wilson with household chores, 
farming, driving the horse and buggy, and keeping busy other­
wise. He also found time to court Miss Annie Gibbons, the 
local school teacher. They later married in 1893.

At the January 11, 1892, session meeting, the first re­
ference to a new church was recorded: "The officers of the 
Church held a meeting for prayer and conference with special 
reference to matters of a new church building. All present 
except Dr. Peacock. Pleasant and profitable meeting.” 
S. T. Wilson, Minister in Charge.

Rev. Wilson died October 4, 1893, after having been sick 
He was under the care of Dr. Frederick W.with dysentery.

Inman and wrote his will on October 3 at 2:00 p.m., one of 
three witnesses being Mrs. Florence J.

Ironically, the newly built First Presbyterian Church was 
dedicated on November 26, 1893, little over a month after his 
death.

The original structure was replaced by the current place 
of worship in 1925.

Rev. Wilson's remains are buried in the Chippiannock Ceme­
tery in Rock Island, Ill., as well as those of his wife Sarah 
Ann, his stepson Will Warner, and his daughters Abby Wilson 
and Harriett Sanborn.

Sometime in Rev. Wilson's lifetime he adopted a boy, 
Albertus Frazer Wilson. It is recorded in the minutes of 
January 24, 1892, that he became a member of First Presbyterian 
Church of Winter Haven. There is no other mention of him 
cept in Rev. Wilson's will. There is a picture of him as 
little boy.

I have had so much wonderful help, encouragement and leg­
work from so many people, too many to list. You have my e- 
ternal gratitude as this has been an important endeavor to me.
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SARAH ANN KINNEY WILSON
SAMUEL THOMAS WILSON

younger man

I
ALBERTUS FRAZER WILSONSARAH ANN KINNEY WILSON

Wilsona d o p t e <1

h' £ ■
-

as a
as a younger woman

as an older woman son of Samuel T.



ABBY WILSON HARRIETT KINNEY WILSON
Child of Samuel T. Child of Samuel T. WilsonWilson

CHARLES GEORGE WILSON - CHARLES GEORGE WILSON
Child of Samuel T. WilsonAdult son of Samuel T. Wilson



FLORIDAPALATKA ,THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
1881February 27,Dedicated,
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NOTE; W. C. Kinney was the nephew of Rev. Samuel T. Wilson.

1

NOTE;

I

The following article appears in the book "The History of Winter Haven" by Josephine 
Burr, Chap. 13;

W. C. Kinney showed up in Janesville, III. deciding to become a dentist, and we find him 
the office of an uncle as an apprentice.

One of the saddest events experienced here for many years occurred on Wednesday last 
On the evening of that day at about 8 o'clock Dr. S. T. Wilson passed away and the 
community suffers a loss which will be irreparable.

i
I

Appearing in the COURIER-INFORMANT, Bartow, Fla., Wednesday, Oct 11, 1893 are 
the following articles:

Two years later another uncle, the Rev. Samuel T. Wilson, who was called to Florida 
because the Presbyterian Church expected to build a college in Winter Haven, persuaded 
him to come to Florida with him. The Rev. Mr. Wilson had purchased 40 acres of land 
east of Winter Haven, between Lake Elbert and Lake Clinch, and, his wife having died 
several years before, he wanted his nephew with him for company, and possibly to keep 
house

W. C. Kinney urns taken seriously ill on Monday, the 4th, while storing away hay in the loft 
of his bam. He suddenly received an attack of apoplexy. Although not yet out of danger, 
he is gradually improving, and his friends hope for his speedy recovery.

Dr. Wilson has been suffering for some time and the end was not unexpected to those who 
were near him. He was a man much beloved by his people, and in fact by all with whom 
he came in contact, and his kind, unassuming character, made him friends everywhere. For 
the past five years he has labored as pastor of this charge, and only last winter dedicated 
the beautiful little church which was the result of his efforts. The vacancy caused by his 
death will be a difficult one to fill, and the community in general mourns the loss of a man 
of whom it might be said "He lives a better sermon than any man can preack" His son 
Chas. Wilson, from Rose Hill, Fla., and his daughter, Mrs. Sanborn, from Massachusetts, 
both arrived in time to attend the funeral of their father on Friday afternoon. Rev. Mr. 
Keigwin officiated, assistedbyRev. Mr. Stevens, of Kissimmee, Rev. Mr. McKinley, of 
Bartow, and Rev. Mr. Crosier of this place. His son left Friday evening with the remains 
for Rock Island, Ill. where they will be interred.



Besides helping his uncle in the housekeeping and in the farming, Will Kinney found time 
to organize the first baseball team in Winter Haven. They used the cow pasture for their 
diamond, seldom clean, of course, and he got die young bloods who owned horses to start a 
polo team, a game they all enjoyed until the casualties became too great for both boy and 
beast He drove the horse and buggy for his uncle when he had church business to attend 
to, and as the years slipped by, he started courting Miss Annie Gibbons, the local school 
teacher.
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February 5,1996

REVELATION

IJ
I strive to put it from me-- 
This puzzle, old as Time,

With pen of grief we record the death of Rev. S. T. Wilson, D. D., of Winter Haven, who 
departed this life on Wednesday last He was a personal friend whose goodness of heart 
and simplicity of manner won from us, as from all who knew him, our highest respect and 
esteem. His was along life of devotion to the betterment of fellow man, and no higher 
tribute could be paid him than that self with him was al ways secondary.

Obituary of Rev. Samuel Thomas Wilson taken from the COURIER-INFORMANT dated 
October 11,1893, Bartow, Polk County, Florida

A Bartow lady caught from one of Dr. Wilson’s sermons the striking simile which he drew 
between the night blooming cereus and human life, and she wreathed in into the following 
beautiful (unreadable) which we reverently lay on the brow of our departed friend:

I,

Dr. Wilson was bom in Blair county, Pennsylvania, in 1823, and enteered the Presbyterian 
ministry at the age of twenty-five, and rapidly rose into positions of power and influence in 
the church. About five years ago he came to Winter Haven and the beautiful little edifice 
there which was built by his energy and untiring devotion, will stand as the greatest 
monument that could be erected over his remains.

Not for myself I sorrow. 
My lot is heavenly bright 
In contrast to the many 
That throng my thoughts to-night. 
So much of needless sorrow, 
So much of needless pain. 
So much ofwasted riches 
Of hand and heart and brain!

Brain-weary, heart-weary, soul-weary. 
I sit me down to-night.
And sadness deep enfolds me 
As the dark engulfs the light. 
Our toil and care and sadness, 
Do they not far out-weigh 
The little graiins of gladness 
We pick up day by day?



r

I

My heart wells up in gladness, 
In gratitude and love, 
In faith and trust implicit,

Could ever sweeter token 
Or clearer answer come 
Than this perfect stainless blossom 
From its strange, unsightly home! 
A flash of revelation 
Enlightens all my soul, 
The clouds of doubt and darkness 
Forever from me roll.

So gaunt and grim and ugly 
In its tortuous twisting there, 
So foil of thorns, so graceless, 
Devoid of all that's fair. 
'Tit symbol," muse I, sadly, 
"0, our twisted thorn-strewn lives, 
All barren, bent and wasted 
Where hope alone survives!"

V i
11
)

But even as I whisper 
These words of rebel gloom, 
A strange delicious perfume 
Pervades my lonely room; 
And starting up in wonder, 
I trace the perfume’s source 
To a bud upon the branches 
I had scorned as mean and coarse.

I watch it, wonder stricken! 
The clasping leaves unfold 
And reveal its matchless beauty 
So pure with heart of gold!
I feel its mystic message 
To my very being's core, 
And the sadness that oppressed me 
Is gone to come no more.

Of unrewarded virtue.
Of thriving, happy crime, 
And glancing round for something 
To turn my thought’s sad strain, 
My eye fells on the Cercus 
That wreathes my window pane.

j



I

To the Father-heart above.
I know, past all distrusting, 
That from our toil and strife 
Will bloom, in perfect beauty, 
A glorious after-life!



History of Citrus County I Chapter 5

Blazing The Trail On The New Frontier
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il store, served
erintendenl
-Hue was dedicated in I February, 1939, B A King, a nephew of 

redited Ins uncle with naming‘ I ecanlo " He saw a picture of a

Immediately before, during and immediately after the Civil War, settlements began to spring 
up in the territory. The big expansion actually did not come about until the ISSOs.

One early settlement was the community of Rose Hill, eight and a half miles north ot 
Brooksville’ five miles west ot Istachatta and five from Floral City. There is a discrepancy 
between early histories on the founding of Rose Hill. One source says it was first settled in 1843, 
but another puts the founding in 1864, during the Civil War, by j.C. Jenkins.

As related earlier. Red Level had settlers as early as 1820, as did another old settlement in 
Homosassa. The late Mrs Marv MacRae, local historian extraordinary, once wrote that 
Homosassa has been in existence since IS35 And Homosassa did have an established post office 
during the Territorial days, the only one listed in this area.

1 he two early gazetteers also disagree on the birth date of Lecanto, one saying 1858, and the 
second declaring it was founded in 1862 by Dr. William Morton, in the early days the settlement 
w. - called Middleground and it was called that until the post office was established in 1883. 
Since the name Middleground was similar to other post offices already established, the name 

unacceptable to the Post Office Department. Middleburg, Fla., was one nearby post office 
?h it was cited. Lecanto became 'Old"Middleground, and was the halfway point between the 
.- •.er and the old stage stand where horses were changed, and dispatch riders stopped 

might, if they needed to The old stage stand was near what is now the cemetery at 
Homosassa, known a- the Stage Stand Cementer}’. D B.McKay wrote that there were three trails 
" c ime together at the old stage stand from different blockhouses or stockades along the 
H :.. ■ assa river, the Suwannee River and the Withlacoochee. One from Fort Fannin on the 

. nefrom ( imp Izarand then old I lom's Bridge, where Stokes ferry’ is now located 
i. . al! converged or. H ■>!< ■' '‘age stand at Homosassa.

;..e late Judge E C.Mav ai . ’.her prolific local historian, interviewed John W. Davis and 
..• •• it up for M .- Florida column in T/re Tnnipn Tnlnmc Davis was brought to
Corn- Count .■ from 1 ' i ina as an infant with his parents, arriving on Christmas Day

“ He lived .ii I auto II' i and when he died in November 1955, at the age of °n, he was 
> haraclenzed bv Judge Mac a one of Nature's noblemen."

John W I>avis was lau■■!.• 1 . Mi-sOhmc, a traveling school teacher. Miss Alice Peterson of 
Br ■: •• ille, and L v i ug- i ■ . . ■ hribun, win- later became a well-known Methodist preacher 
Dai is worked tor the Georgia' uthern and Honda Railroad .mil as labor superintendent in the 
old King phosphate mines. a mile south of Hernando Returning to Lecanto, he took over his 
father s farm and citrus gn ■ 1! •• grove was wiped out by the Bip, Freeze of 1894-95 Davis later
became postmaster, ran a general store, served as County Commissioner for eight years, and at 
one time was Countv road sup ‘ *

When the new Lecanto po* 
John King, the first po
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..." day of

and.

WITNESSETH, That the said par

-I -1

ss.

'S/.lr.ECORDEO TIlia -.

Deputy

------------ day of

i 7

i
.1

to OUdHWi*Walker, Evuna <fc Cogiwell Co, Printer*, Cliarkt'.on. S. C,—UI*>1 _ ___ >_

 Z/'T*'-'.--:--!-..
. . Tseal.? ....... a—n

/ft/ft ft // c> 
ftftft //ft & a-aft a-ft

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, Citrus County. .
^Tlxis ladentuie, Made and entered into this Uw - - .....t^^^.4^..._ .....'.—

. _A. D. «££, between ..Q/.

 .m — .. .......of the County and State aforesaid, pnrttetpf the first part, and

______ __ _ -----------------------------
.a>L^

rnnt^inlng- .<jj^...^sJxfr!^t..^we.<f5r*Ky>wr....^,Z?....Z?.../Z_XxZ-.---.acres, be the same more or less, together with all and singular
the tenements, herc<ftta&?nts and appurtenances thcroumo belonging, or in anywise incident or appertaining. 4 ,

TO HAVE/AND TO HOLD said land and premises, with the appurtenances, to the said part -^-of tho second part, ^Z.X:.*x^ heirs 
and assigns, forever. And the said parties of tho first part, do hereby bind themselves and, their h^fpSToxecutors and administrators to Warrant 
and Forever Defend tpe' title to said premises unto the said pnrt.Z7_.0f the second part,-./!^?. heirs and assigns, against tho said panto of 
the first part, and fc**r7ieirs, executors and administrators,an^Jtgainst all persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim tluiJhmo.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals the date aforesaid.
Signed, Sealed and Delivered in^our Presence as Witnesses s

the <J (-'ft__________________ partJ^-of tho second part:

irtitg’of the first part, for and in consideration of tho sum of..
.................................... -.. ..... ........... -Dollars, to them in hand paid by tho said partis—of the second part, tho receipt whereof

j is hereby acknowledged, have Granted, Bargained, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do Grmit^Jargain, Sell and Convey unto tho said

part £j_..of the second part, and heirs and assigns, forever, tho following land lying, being and situate in the said County of 
Citrus and State of Florida, to wit:.

( ft// ft''}-/- {ft ftft(ft K-c-ftt
& C—tft. /l/A. A—ifti- ( ft/J (-^ .../ft- ft
7/, ft (ft ft ft/-—/ft (ftft-t. £-ft ft —ts-
ft ft- (ftTcftft-/- ft- ft ftu. ftft ft \ 

ft-ft-Cl fto--ftft ft.ftftft(ft// tift ft a-aft I
ftft ft- , a- ftftftft ftj. £ft ftftft

ftft (/ft ft- -
7 71 . O .ftftftt'ft-ft /ft — . ..

lay of 1 

CF FLORIDA.,
COUNTJ'OF CITRUS. J I» / ft...

eaid County and State, do hereby certify that on thh tho
, pcrsOTially appeared before me-----

..4mwUb, to mo well known to bo the part’/tydcscrlbcd in and who executed tho foregoing Deed of 
Conveyance, and g>rBi«>Uy acknowledged to mo thnt<l>0( elgucd tho samo for tho uses, purposes and consideration 
therein expressed, and make this acknowledgment to tho end that tho same may bo admitted to record according to
Jaw. And thcxsald- ................. . ................... . wifo of tho said
-- -------- --- ■■'■ ■   .............\  /, being examined by mo separately and 
apart from heiniusband, acknowledged that slZ made herself n party ty and Joined with h/r said husband In tho 
execution of smd Deed, for tho purpose of rcinfunclng and relinqulshiiv nil her dower, rlglJ of dower, or sopnrato 
property In nnirto the lands therein described,Ynd that such ronunclat/on and rellnqnlshmqut Is inado by her freely 
and voluntarily nnd without any constraint, a[t>rohenslon, or fear of, oo'froin her said husbnml.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto het iny hand nnd official seal tho ditto last aforesaid.

CTrcuit Court
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THE STATE OF FLORIDA, Citrus County

- day ol'the -Jrr!

 
 SEAL. I

I

ss.

7Z 
s’"*- Clerk Circuit Court '

 .... Deputy

C^lZ-zC 3
RECORDED This

r

O4L

ter? D----

of tho County nnd State aforesaid, parties of the first part, and 
  

J3?1X1S IHd.exi't'Vl.re, Made nnd entered into t^.
, ......... .....__ A. D. 18^2^ between

t. ZZt1 Z&cL&z^.'..dz#....

. ..............._of second part:

x WITNESSETH, That the said’pnrtics of the first prfft, for and in consideration of the sum of (3
Dollars, to them in hand paid by the said part^r._of the second part, the receipt whereof 

is hereby acknowledged, have Granted, Bargained, Sold nnd Conveyed, nnd by these presents do GranffBargain, Sell nnd Convey unto the said 

part//” of the second part, nnd Z^Zf/L.-z: -heirs nnd assigns, forever, tho foltawing land lying, being nnd situate in thcMidCountyoJ

I Citra nnd State of Florida, to wit

C77^fry '?2t<r-r^

'-z'_-7-<y- .'£ &cZ-tZ-r- 7 f 2 i

\7i' /Z 27^7 'yy^z-

y-^/ _Zz<- y£ 7^2o' yZy
jx>£x^i^r /ZZ—- ZZ-z. y/z? &yyyy~.

I TZ-z’-ttZ <^c y^ zy

containin'’-. ^.. ......acres, be the same more or less, together with all and singular

the tenements, hereditaments nnd appurtennnees thcreunto4<elonging, Or in anywise incident or appertaining. ^71
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD snid land nnd premises, with tlic appurtenances, to the said part^^ of tho second part, ZZZZt. heirs 

and assigns, forever. And the said parties of tho first part, do hereby bind themselves nnd/tfieir httrs, executors nnd administrators to Warrant 
and Forever Defend the title to said premises unto tho said partZjZ^of the second pnrt,...ZZrt*£XZ heirs nnd assigns, against the said parlies of 
the first part, and their heirs, executors nnd administrators, an<Dagainst all persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim tho.saino.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals tho date aforesaid.
Signed, Scaled and Delivered in our Presence ns Witnesses;

’X’^s STufo.'T’z: of r'XuOUiaD^.,
.C^UNTY^OF CITRUS. J

a. ...(Z^s^^Oin said County mjrl S^ftc, do herebyzortify that on this tno^^^^EZyt. .d

A. D. personally appeared before .......

. Sl.c.HJ04 H W5I93 
Walker, Evuns & Cosswell Co^Printcn', Charleston, S. C«^<Kt J

his wife, to mo well known to be the part'es described in and who cxccuied the foregoing Deed of 
Conveyance, nnd scvorally acknowledged to me that they signed tho same for tho uses, purposes and consideration 
therein expressed, nnd innlrCthis ncknowlcdginenljjrtho end that tho same tnny bo admitted to record according to 
law. A^d tXc mid C<1 wlf(j <if lb(j

-., being examined by mo separately and 
apart from her husband, acknowledged that she made herself n party to nnd joined with her said husbiupl in tho 
execution of said Deed, for tho purpose of renouncing nnd relinquishing all hor dower, right of dower, or separate 
property in nnd to the lands therein described, and thntauch renunciation nnd relinquishment is inndo by her freely 
and voluntarily and without any constraint, apprehension, or four of, or from hor said husband.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I huveho^unto set my hand nnd olllclnl seal tho ditto last aforesaid.

day of. \wy'ZZ^<!'7
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THE STATE OE E^IuOTEITD-A., 
COUNTY OF CITRUS.

\j /\A>{Jr~6^i\\ said County and State, do horobZcqrllfy that on

A. D. 18 personally appeared before me :
hiuludfp, to me well known to bo tho —J 

of Conveyance, and severally i 
therein expressed, and make I 
law. A-nd-the-buid——~77~~. 

M........ ...addbo^r. parly ,
exeeitionof said D?cd, for theJlurposo of reipiiiicing and roUnqulshii 
property in and to tnt^auds thurcru described, ityd that such ruiiunciatiu 
and vonintorlly and without any constraint, apprehension, or Iyar of, or

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand niL «

I,... w ~ .........   
on this thm of.. 

 
._  jo tho part&uf described in and who executed nnrWcliveroJ tho foregoing Deed 
’ acknowledged to nio that (he| signed tho same for tho uses, purposes and consideration 
this acknowledgment to the end that tho satno may bo admitted to record according to 

:.........i.....:..........................' ~,~wift> ufHhetiahl
.,£*being oxnminedby nfoyopanitehpind 
" to iRid Joined w(th her saidXhusbiuid In tho 
liing al) her dower, fight of dovljr, or so|\imto 
lion util relinquishment is made by her freely 

., cr front her said husband.
nidi official seal the date lust aforesaid,

...........

_ —. - ^/Cll7^00
Walltcr, Evans it Cogtwoll Co., lylntcrs, Charleston, 9. C.—157357

of tho first part, do hereby bind -0Jmsel^ 

and Forever Defend the title to said p^miscs unto tho said part^...of the second part, 
the first part, and t^tic^heirs, executors and administrators, and/

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Tho said partly of tho first part ha^S hereunto set 

. Signed, Sealed and Delivered in our Presence as Witnesses : \ (

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, C^-rus County. ' 
THIS INDENTURE, Made and entered into this the.,, . 

A. D. between.. <x .
' —" ''7----- ' ' ’.*7 ' "^7.77.....t77t7~ of the County and State aforesaid, parli&r of tho first part, and

( ! / -f-t .CAxXx qC C^'/y^

------------ of the
' WITNESSETH, That the said partietrtf the first part^fo

cZ/<XZC /X.-'L/

is hereby acknowledged, have C---
part '/ of the second part, and  
Citrus and State of Florida, to wit:

■47 y—-<Z-v4<7xZ part tby'&cond part:

for apd in consideration of the sum of.. t,
Jj!^3nhmidpaid^thcsaidp^<^ZofthoseconU-part, tho receipt whereof 

GrantedLfBargained, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do GwCnC, Bargain, Sell and Convey unto tho said 
d.... heirs and assigns, forever, tho following land lying, being and situate in tho said County of

c/./TZ' 1

~^^ccul y $ y (&?,, y.
fy z

<^// 
ffj t- -—-

~ (AZO -Wy ^C^&£y^c(/ 'Vj f”

<U<yCi^( \ ''Ci 7'i

SC^.y^Aa. (y{y~'yAy'A M<^Z yCyCy^y_ ,

^^yfyiy-ly^-^Cyy ^^iy<y^C<yiyf yyy.y CZ^y yCyy'.yyy'^(_y yCl^>y->yyiyCy?CcyC<yy/.Cyy ^y,-yC^yi C-C^yyjy'yyy ^tytyty'^
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ic^^AZ<i^^4OtXX.^7^/ (y^C'lAA.^JU oj - 'dyCA^CAy^yl ----

containing acres, be the same more or less, together with all and singular
the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise incident or appertaining. ^7

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD eaid land and premises, with tho appurtenances, to th&said pnrt<>^f. of tho second part,...7^^/.....heirs 
and assigns, forever. And the said partes of tho first part, do hereby bind 4&?mselj^ and ^tftviicirK^ecutora and administrators to Warrant 
and Forever Defend the title to said p^miscs unto tho said part^...of tho second part, /<^?^.^Jieirs and assigns, against tho said partial of 

^ainstall persons whoinsocvet^awfully or equitably claiming or to claim tht/samc-
,han<]/and seal/ tho date aforesaid.

C^^lylytytyytyC(7^/^ ^A7y^^~ly> tciiTt
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& fait ./yr-ytsfa' -fa/rflst£pts S&yt(Pts./syfa'-'fa tZysey/y ytytStsA/tLyefalfaT^y 
,efays j iy y \/t / 1/f St s e efas yy ts-^e c^sy/SCstyyTsy SSeysty Seyyfafay-seS'' Ss-s-sy' t?e-yt — I 
s/s- e< ysl'^ st /'t-fasts/te "ts*. /syssy sfa s-cs e-yyiS y^tfyy fyZyssyfas | 

/ fa /(^ ' e
yffatsS S' Syi y 'fa . ‘

JS7-Cfa sfyl'^^/sc. efasfy SS-ofas Sfafay {fay

^fasfat
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//-ass. I, ex

r.ECuIlbLD Tl.lu

<_ J

J<u

^'L't'Vt'U'^7'1,

'Sa

'■

'■2-7.--^.cj <_

7

-fL'tfi-'Ut/yis') 

ipc ^
. raitured tho foregoing Deed 

that they signed the same for the uses, purposes and consideration 
^to tl^p j>nd Jbabthe same may bo admitted to record according to 

, wife of tho said
>"?'Tf...... being examined by mo separately and

to and joii 
all her

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, Citrus Cou
/in. TlHS INDENTURE, Made and entered into this the <£/./*< Wl.. 1 .... -

Z 'C A- U. 189^. .. .between . '
and ’ ‘ 2 / .cj t. J. of.the County and State aforesaid, parties ofd

k • t<< A1 < '<<<' ^<( O-, v
-----"77" '-----"—----- of the -—^—r-'Z— parQ^. .-' 

,?] /) WITNESSETH, 'J 
* ?l £<t < 7/44^^ 

is hereby acknowledged, have Gran 
part/^ nf tho second part, and 
.Citrus and Suite of Florida, to wit: 7 

—eectaBtiugL...- T*——______ "..F—.S7.._..7.__ .7............ „T„....?.... .......r-7?~"..r‘.3xeiee,-be4LeiianM> mnip-nc-lesA together with all and singular
the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in anywise incident or,appertaining. zz *

TO HAVE AND TO BOLD eaid laud and premises, with tho appurtenances, to the said part.r/'fcof tho second part,.._<“^?£f7 ...heira 
aod assigns, forever. And the said parties of tho first part, do hereby bind themselves and tjieir heirs, oxccutora and administrators to Warrant 
and Forever Defend the title to said premises unto the said part//.. of tho second part, hews and assigns, against the said parties of 
the first part, and their heire, executors and administrators, and sm/inslall persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim the same. 

<WITNE£^^HEREOF, Tho said parties of themrst part have hereunto set their hands and seals Um date aforesaid.

Signed, Scaled and Delivered in our-Presenco as Witnesses :

Q

■1s>i the second part:
That the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of....?/ 

* ir~ &. Dollars, to them in hand paid by the said part<A/.of the sccond'/art, the receipt whereof
nied, JLiignined, Sold and Conveyed, and by these present* do Bargain, Sell and Convey unto tlio said

'A2P3 j heirs and assigns, forever, tho fojjpwing land being and situate in tlresaid Countwof
.Citrus and Suite of Florida, to wit: 6

2nAn-c£t/i TulT/A".! jy T&j bbcocCfj yL^yi
7 *7/ COCC&f '/f'U U'-ttA AA-

A- XX/X-cLaX -XXdcf J AwfaA/d j?//iy&x/t&C'i,
AAA/ Accd TyAJ/lJ

[ (AAA^ lX-WLcZ6<XX4. /L/Lcz/ ZXXXX. jduCUAbcd OUaQ 7 vi" MA.Lq

(Aa^aX Q'&A'CmJQ CtAAAAjs (AAycA JUa/LCc^/. LAtAa <a.

;6L<- caa>mX (aaj/ccc^Cc
! 'kb.i AUACow
ic.vcZ^. A AAeA /A. J. ■■ ■ ■

 

A- A-^-o f- c76l)u /UyccaT.

i 7

■■tJJEZE ST^.'T^E OF ZEULOZRTZD^, )
COUNTY OF CITRUS. j

a in eaid County ant1 State, hereby certify tha> on this/lm../^^/^/
A. D..Is^CZy/-/personally appeared before mo. 1

. bis wife, to me well known to bo Uio parties described in and who executed am 
of Conveyance, and severally acknowledged to mu that they signed the same for the us 
therein expressed, ond/make this acknowledgmonLto tbp end Jhabtho same may bo ac 
low. Audl^eoid // A, • A

T, 7/.
J apart fr mi her husband, acknowledged that sho made herself a party to and joined with her said husband in tho 

) execution of mid Deed, for the purpose of renouncing and relinquishing all her dower, right of dower, or separate 
/ property in and to the lauds therein described, and that such renunciation and relinquishment is made by her freely 

and voluntarily and without any constraint, apprehension, or fear of, or from her said husband.
IN TESTIMON Y WIIEKEOF, I have horuunVryct my hand undolfiyiul seal tho date last aforesaid.

AAi.A-
<:lcrk Circuit Cuurl>- ~~

Dcl,uty.

A\
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day of

ii71,

fat

I

I,

UE< ullliED Thia

I

Z4....

/rdf-Crr dad/.. /dtd&rZrr.

6 e-adt

■I^l
.ter

c
'■le-rT;^ o o-ad u^ay- 

afa fa?t <t-dzd 
e7; d~‘

TTZEFIS STj£-T3 CF ZFIuOIESIIDuf^, 1

COUNTY OF CITRUS. |

a^Z^?A4/ pi^y^O.

A. L>. j ••''*• , p’.i- >i.m!y appeared before

Signed, Scaled and Delivered in our Presence us Witnesses :

. L< . -Cc^r

77tc

66§—4

containing d~F7’7 aZ cd d. '-/^-cdy(3voj acres, be the same more or less, together with all and singular

the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto b^flonsingfor in anywise incident or appertaining. y

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said land and premises, with the appurtenances, to the sayl-porKr*!?. of the second part, cfa// heirs 
and assigns, forever. And the said parlies of the first part, do hereby bind themselves and.-their heirs, executors and administrators to Warrant 

and Forever Defend the title to said premises unto the said part #7 of the second part, /Z'Zrz  heirs and assigns, against the said parlies of 

the first part, and their heirs, executors and administrators, and against all persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim the same- 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said parties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals the date aforesaid.

•7<y

THIS INDENTURE, Made and entered into this the.
$T'Z ut-'?“C-j'1 A. D. 1S9 Y , between

fat- 7/ '/fa »7 
(d-'/ <rjz

- rl_ d / arr/'f\ fad- cZ faZc /L o-r-zd
fa' z%-<- 7/fa-Z~ 7/cfa ~jT/-afafa farrr 7fa zfaL. Tfafa-
■- ! tr/ rd. r /c^ci-fafai^a-rfafa. (o-z iSfa/ <fa STtfafafa

fafaifa d-dtfa fa'/fa fa/fa. /a-'fa.

' 7?-/fafafa afa CTr/fa fa
" ‘ d<d y/r/rfa/ (fa.o/ fay/faZ

17., fa //Lc 77~/fa~ dad/
Cs-S/fa fa r

j

2-/ Efac O'? d-7
l/3~J fan, y rn 7i.Ltfa; {</////
nafafa fafa/tj afafaL /./rd

r, Z 7 /fall (/ 7J C/iZl

/■Zi.a^dk fat-W/i/J ■'fa fac /l frfa.
Z/rdryZ? T/fafa (.3 3 ■' fa n-infa 

(7^J ifafa-r/ltd /Cr-t-O. &a 
i dr'■ z. / fa fa Lrcs-^/d gfat

7 ti-—n—Cd. dr—'•— .<—/—/

THE STATE OF FLORIDA. Citrus County.
J (/2y

.a. v. lav. 7" , uuvwven y i-:. C '~Xr ~7?'
i-i-J-Z. ~/ld j- /yz.4^/-T.i!ff^e County and Stalo aforesaid, parlies of the first part, and 

»<t’ 'S'Z(-Ty'
'-C-Z- of the • d C'. ' ...part. X the second part:

WITNESSETH, That the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of... FT fa/z

''Dollars, to them in hand paid by the said part.^.of the second part, the receipt whereof 

Sold and Conveyed, and by these present* do Gnwt, Bargain, Sell and Convey unto the said 

heirs and assigns, forever, the following land lying, being and situate in the said County of

' fad t.~~" Ji-i'C f " • 1 i

is hereby a< know ledged, have Grante^l, Bargaii
part -f the second j .irt, and / 2-t^-

Citrmt and State of Florida, to wit;

>£4 7Z Crr/d Tfazad,.
Ccfafa fat S'/fa 1/ 

r/'fa/c^/

CX'^.dl'L^ d-'L^.r^
In nai‘1 C'.unlv aw.l Slat,*, do 11,'rob,' corlify tbaLon this tbo C J..fifty of

me /V"~c£^<r-^ . . ...and . c^y

Ills wife, to me well known to be the parties described in and who executed aml^delivered the foregoing Deed 
of < ■ur, • y.mtc, end severally acknowledged to mo that they signed the sumo for the uses, purposes and consideration 
therein expressed, and make thia acknowledgment to the end that the same may bo admitted to record according to 

law. And the i_iid z /<  , wife of the said
'~l?/ / 7'~ , being examined by me separately and 

apart from iter husband, a-kii .v. lodged that uhe made herself a party to and joined with her said husband in the 
iliou of 1 ail Io 1, f-r the purpose of renouncing ami relinquishing nil her dower, right of dower, or separate 

p rly in and to ti.e la’i-l i therein described, mid that sueh renunciation and ruliuquishment in made by her freely 
vilunUuily and without any constraint, apprehension, or fear of, or from her said husband.

IN ’lEfelTMON Y WHEREOF, I Lave hereunto <et my bund and ofiiclnl seal the date last aforesaid.

• '—d/l <?' -

( Clerk Circuit CutirtC

Uy y/ t/11 Deputy.
------------ --------- -----------------------------------
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, between
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I SEAL.

|cZAL.|

ss.
I,

BECUltbED Thia

Deputy.l‘U

THIS
/' ' 3-/l

and • > £ s

■'£>CJ.I/--J
i <r<JL

THE STATE OF FLORIDA, Citrus_ County.
(/ o;

l?/l -4
oftho County and State aforesaid, parties of the first part, and

.............
t " .. .........partyj_ .of the second part:

^l^L-

rt.Z2_of the second part, the receipt whereof 

r.nit, Bargain, Sell and Convey unto the said

O' Zii. <_> C^TT-'Z/J <”Z
J ^J~^7<XJ y/{f7c77^^.

£yy7<-e2^~ T^^t, - Out (Zy
‘ t ^ >■>■<-ye f72-ia^c-Zi-e^ (/ y Z~~

ZZ. Q. ......................
-r (TTZ^'G^' 

.
re red the foregoing Deed 

poses and consideration 
to record according to 

_..., wife of the said 

sopantlely and

J.7^t

—- ■» Clerk Circuit Court.

containing ZZtT. Z7'/^i.Zi cZ h-' (/Tvj acres, bo the same more or less, together with all and singular

the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging, dr in anywise incident or appertaining. y ,

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD eaid land and premises, with the appurtenances, to the said part.z^...of the second part,_.jf5?flSz heirs 

and asigne, forever. And the said parties oftho first part, do hereby bind themselves and their heirs, urxecutors and administrators to Warrant 
and Forever Defend the title to said premises unto^ the said part Zyfit the second part,.t^&fer.-------heirs and assigns, against the said parties of

the firs’. part, and their heirs, executors and administrators, and nfeainst all persons whomsoever lawfully or equitably claiming or to claim the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said patties of the first part have hereunto set their hands and seals the date aforesaid.

signed, Sealed and Delivered in our Presence os Witnesses : \

£t C'L-'L^..... —— 2

.......  )
n~-TT-R STATE OF F’lLOESIID-A.,

COUNTY OF OITEUS.

//Ifrtcw
A. D.'Fv^Z/., pertjually appeared before

1LNDENTVRE, Made and entered into this the

■.w^C

*■ yl -y :-L,

WITNESSETH, That the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum 

•***■■ t-l c t- % . .""t? Dollars, to them in band paid by the said part
is hereby acknowledged, have Granted, Bargained, Sold and Conveyed, and by these presents do Gr.l 

part of the second part, and heirs and assigns, forever, the following land lying, being and situate in tlic said County of

Citrus and State of Florida, to wit:

in raid County and State, dmlicrcby cerlifv that on this the iy/£4?kLcCC<A'H... —day of... .( 
me Uw.O/dc# .............................. and.....fl.t

his wife, to me well known to be the parties described in and who executed and deliver 
ol Conveyance, and severalty acknowledged to me that they signed the same for the uses; purpe 
therein expr.-.-ed, and make this acknowledgment tutho end that the same may bo admitted t 

law. And the add -z. r-A-£_Z t>CTX- . 
O 7T- O'f-r-i'.. , being examined by inu

apart fr mi h<r husband, mknon lodged that ahu made herself a party to mid joined with her said husband In the 
t x-_ J; .n of said Dei -1, fi-r the pur|>osu of renouncing and relinquishing all her dower, right of dower, or separate 
pr> j Tty in and to the lauds therein tleaeribod, mid that such renunciation and relinquishment is Hindu by her freely 
and voluntarily und without any constraint, upprcliunuiun, or fear of, or from her said husband.

IN TESTIMONY WHEHEOF, 1 linve hereunto set my hand midollicliil acai Hit) date huit aforesaid.

i?‘■4'

c--/ >Uyol /‘/&'/>
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STATE OF FLOPIDA, 
COUNTY OF MARTON.

in anti to the lands described therein, and that she executed
- j and without any compulsion, constraint, apprehension

Chas. G. Wilson (SEAL) 
Jennie L. Wil son (SEAL)

between Charles G. Wilson 
. now of the County of

at Jacksonville, County of Duval and State of 
D. 1905.

duly
and that

I HEREBY CERTIFY.
Augusta Miller to me well known to t-

W. W. Anderson
N. P.

, £>7 ..
5t)O»>

wnu-jH, That on this daypersonaly appeared before me, 
administer oaths and take acknowledgements, Charles G.

(Notary Seal)
Filed January 10th and recorded January 17, 1906.

; % /ft

STATE OF FLORIDA 
. COUNTY OF DUVAL.

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on this-daypersonaly appeared before me, an officer 
.duly authorized to administer oaths and take acknowledgements, Charles G. Wilson and 
Jennie L. Wilson, his wife, to me well Known to be the persons described in and who 
executed the foregoing instrument and they acknov/ledged before me that they executed 
the same freely and voluntarily for the pwposes therein expressed.

AND I FURTHER CERTIFY, That the said Jennie L. Y/ilson, known to me to be the 
wife of the said Chas . G. Wilson, on a separate and private examination, tc.-cen and 
made by and before me, separately and apart from her husband, did acknowledge that she 
executed the foregoing Deea for the purpose of relinquishing]}! alienating and conveying 
all her right, title and interest, whether of dower, homestead or of separate property, 
statutory or equitable, in and tr ■*—J--- x.-------- j_ ----- ---- ----
said deed freely and voluntarily 
or fear of or from her said husband,.

WITNESS my hand and official seal 
Florida, this 21st day of December, A. 
'My commission expiring April 8,06.

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That before me personally came C. Y. Miller and 
Augusta Miller to me well known to be the individuals’described in and who signed, 
sealed and delivered the foregoing instrument'and who acknowledged to me that they 
signed, sealed and delivered the foregoing instrument for the uses and purposes there­
in --et forth and expressed.

I FURTHER CERTIFY, That before me personally appeared Augusta Miller, to me 
well known to be the wife of C. Y. Miller and the individual described in and who 
executed the foregoing instrument, who, being examined by me separate and apart from 
her husband, the said Augusta Mill er did acknowledge before me that she executed the 
said instrument for the purpose of conveying and relinquishing her right of dower, 
separate estate and other rights in and to the said property described in said agree- 

. ment and for the purpose therein expressed, and that she executed the same freely, 
voluntarily, and without any compulsiob, constraint!!! apprehension or fear of or from 

. her said hsuband.
I FURTHER CERTIFY, That I am a duly commissioned Justice of the Peace, 

authorized to take acknowledgements of instruments of conveyances in Florida, 
my commission does not expire until the 1st day of January A. D. 1909*

WITNESS my handand official seal, this the. 2nd day of December, A. D. 1905.
C. R. Veal, 
Justice of the Peace,

Filed January 1?, 1906,and r^corded^tnuary.17^

THIS INDENTURE , Made this 21st day if December, A. D. 1905, 1 
"and Jennie L. Wilson, his wife, formerly of Citrus County but 1M>n .
Duval and State of Florida, parties of the first part and the Clxrk-Ray-Johnson 

"Company, a Florida corporaticb of Martel of the County of Mariob and State of Florida, 
party of the second part,

WITNESSETH, That the said parties of the first part, for and in consideration of • 
the sum of Two Hundred and Forty Dollars (^'240.00), in hand paid by the said party of the 

’second part, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have’’remised, released and 
auit-claimed, and by these presents do remise, release and quit-claim unto the said 

’ psrty or the second part ar.d its heirs and assigns forever^ all the righty title, 
interest, claim and demand which the said parties cf the first part have in and to the 

- following described lot, piece or parcel of land, to—wit:
The North-east (NE £) 

-quarter of Section Twenty-five (25) in Township Eighteen (18), Range Eighteen (18), 
South and East in the County of Citrus and State of Florida.
-TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, together with all and singular the appurtenances there­
unto belonging or in anywise appertaining, and all the estate, right, title, interest 
-and claim whatsoever of the said parties of the first part,—either in law-or equity,-----
to the only proper use, benefit and behoof of tip ?.-■ i* party of the second part, its 
-heirs and assigns forever.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The said parties of the first part have hereunto set their-
-lands and seels the day and year first above written, 
signed, sealed and delivered in presence of

-M. C. Papen.
M. Waxier, Jr.
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MAP LOCATION No. I

MANNFIELD CEMETERY (FMSF 8Ci 445)
S 18R 20ET 19S

Location:

Period of Significance: 1887-1891

I
Site Recorders:

Page 1 of 2 Pages

Ed Kohl, Virginia Schimdt, and Vem Gray.
History Associate Volunteer Program 
January 1995.

Cemetery site is located on east side of Highway 491 in 
mid-western portion of the Withlacoochee State Forest, Citrus 
County, Florida.

Mannfield was the first county seat location which was determined 
by the state Legislature in 1887 when Citrus County was established. 
In 1891, the county seat was re-located permanently to Inverness. 
By 1895, the Mannfield community had dwindled to no population as 
other nearby settlements were established.


