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Spires’ life a story of a pioneer
El From Page 1

(

i

Spires1 life 
a pioneer tale

sions on an ox-cart and moved here.
“They had high hopes of better­

ing their condition.
"They began to prosper after 

they were able to secure work at a 
dollar a day, clearing land and 
planting orange groves.

"He and his. brothers helped 
clear the Homosassa town site of 
dense hammock and palmettos. I do 
not know the date of this work be­
cause it was before I was born in 
Marion County.

“A day’s work then was from 
sunrise to sunset, six days a week.

“When my husband became 21, 
he rode horseback to Ocala, [and] 
had his first train ride to Gaines­
ville to stake a claim for 160 acres, 
the maximum limit.

"The trip took three days.
“He built a 12-by-18-foot log 

house on his homestead, which he

Ruth Mitchell Christ is a de­
scendant of Citrus County pioneers 
and a local historian.

Citrus Heritage
Ruth Mitchell Christ

I

■

j

ij

I
covered with hand-rove [split] shin­
gles, [made] shutters for windows 
and cleared a small plot to plant a 
crop.

"About 1885 [when he was 24], 
he married Leonarah Clark, the 15- 
year-old daughter of a highly re­
spected pioneer family.

“He took this brave child-wife to 
his humble homestead with little 
more than faith and determination 
to start their life on.

"On their way, they stopped at 
Crystal River for supplies. They 
bought fewer than $4 worth.

"Together, they worked to make 
the best of what they had, and soon 
had better.

'The wife’s dowry was a few 
head of range cattle, which finally 
increased through the years to sev­
eral hundred head.

"Marking and branding the cat­
tle was all the care they needed. 
They kept one or two of the best 
milkers to provide milk and butter 
for the family.

[The couple had four children. 
He and his second wife had 12 
more. It is uncertain when his first 
wife died, but records show she was 
still living in 1896.]

“When the land adjacent to the 
lake was being opened for farming 
and planting orange groves, my hus­
band walked five miles day and 
night with his ax and dinner pail to 
work.

“He had to leave his wife home 
alone with miles between her home 
and the nearest neighbors.

“[In the evening], he usually had 
to split rails by the light of a bon­
fire, as he always needed more rails 
to make more fences.”

Spires was appointed postmaster 
in Hernando in 1907. He died in 
1947 at age 86. Ethel Carrington 
Spires died in 1964. She was 80.

  B

R.M. Spires of Hernando is 
one of the most representative 
of Citrus County’s pioneers. As 
with many other early residents, 
he did whatever he could to sup­
port his family, and he put him­
self into it wholeheartedly.

In his early days in the coun­
ty, he was a laborer, a farmer, a 
merchant, a postmaster and a 
cattleman.

His wife said he came to the 
area about 1880, seven years be­

fore Citrus County was carved out of Hernando Coun­
ty. Among his first jobs was chain man for the crew 
that did the first survey of the county's boundaries.

Like most pioneers, he came with few possessions 
and took any job he could find.

Ethel Carrington Spires, his second wife whom he 
married in 1905 when he was 44 and she was 21, tells 
his story in handwritten notes housed in the Histori­
cal Society Courthouse Museum in Inverness.

"My husband, the late R.M. Spires, came to this 
section in 1880 with his widowed mother, two older 
brothers and sisters.

"I think they settled near Stage Pond.
“He was born near Melrose. Florida, in Putnam 

County, Feb. 14, 1861..
"Having struggled for existence through the days 

of Reconstruction, and after hearing of opportunities 
for work down here, his family loaded their posses-
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Elizabeth Car- ■■ g's^r11' 
{- Elizabeth ; "cam 
.Ocala school girl.

! ■****. <xuu x\ars. ±
I ed .with three

?• “The Woody
.: “Baby, Face.’-

?SW»aisF
heft Brcfi ed each rendltlo^Rffl^ 

. hefty applause. / H
Jr ’ ■•' Sernnrl A„-.________ II

appear- I 
arming I 
change J 
izabeth I 
lie reg- 
tnrar<-r>ei .

K' k' •

" -•■■ ?

ifi&i---  _---
•*'"4 ■’ 'James' ■©nrrin^tdw. , <• T 

Jamoo Carrington. 85. Vanned dvray
at-the. Confederate) Sold|fcr-,and Sall- - 

•qwiv Jiome yem Talldyramb/avenq’o /at r, 

•coppvyr*. Georgia. lie ..served ’ In •■ the, 
.^•Q.UTfdcd1' .Slaspar^anpm%’ Va*?Jnd. ’• • ■ 

.ptSISSr

^^te«^nj^a)«RP»’hls ■

Ks 
‘ 'IF ’ ■•-' • froung 
jScoresHifAf^

■. Exchange Club
Elizabeth Cannon Head- A 

lines Meeting Wtih.
, Musical Program; ■
. Elizabeth : Cannon’ 12-year-ofd 

\Ocala school. girt yesterday head- 
,\med the luncheon-meeting of the 
/ OchlftkExchahge club aCthe Marlon, 
i hotel a musical program.
’ . The talented pianist, daughter of 
l Mi*, and Mrs. Bernard Camion, scor- i 
1 “•'**■ " ee numbers “Because,”

ly Woodpecker,”' and
! Elizabeth,, who has been Studying 
■:piano for six years, fingered the key- I

>■ board ,with ease and : grape. Her 1 
technique was flawless. She? made 1 
a big hit with the Exchabgeltes,, 1 

-whb greeted each rendition 
hefty applause. 7

j ’ ■•{ Second Appearance / . •_i -Yesterday was the second jippear- 
I'ancel.of the bright .and charming 
I young artist' before the - Exchange 
j club. Several weeks ago /Elizabeth 
, substituted for'Erln Plerpe, the reg- 
j tilar pianist for the EXchangeltes, ! who was absent owing to Illness.
\\ -“She made such a splendid im- 
Vbression/at thalfttme that we hall- 
Yd-t>eZt>ack for-a solo musical,” H. 

; Hodges, president of the . club,1 
^Graham Rose, who arranged' the 

^1CarXTmdes^ 
ps one of the -‘‘most talented pla- , 

•mists In Ocala.” , .
rf President Hodges appointed wick 

, Adams, chairman, assisted by Bob Nettleton' and Bob Baer, to begin 
'nlans for a picnic-barbecue to. be 

' felf FaFUSK-i.
™Pre Elliott Turner, manager of 
the F, W. Woolworth ,& Company’s

> obaia’ store, and John ’Wilder of 
■’ 'Gainesville Ekchanje club. - ■

i Dick I' ,’ - '
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SPIRES, Lawton
Last Ass. 19th Bat.
Army
Born Hernando, Fl.
Occ. Farmer
Age 22
Gray eyes
Light hair
Fair Complexion 
5' 9
Discharged Camp Gordon, Ga. 10 May 1919
Enlisted 3 Sep 1918 Inverness, Fl. 
married
Character
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LINDGREN, Carl M. 29 Dec 1916 - 3 Oct 1975 S/Sgt US Army WWII & Korea
LINDGREN, Helen P. 12 Jan 1911 - 23 Aug 1991
ANDREW, Frank 1892- 1965
ANDREW, Evelyn 1890 - 1982
LOHR, JohnS. 1882 -
LOHR, Ruby 1892- 1971
WOODFERD, Herbert L. 21 May 1891 - 18 July 1969 -Kentucky Sgt. Btiy E 68 Field Arty
CARLSON, Bessie Waite 7 Nov 1887 - 31 Jan 1968
SPIRES, Ethel Ruth 12 Mar 1884 - 19 Aug 1964
HOOE, Charles Robert 13 Nov 1890 - 25 Mar 1964 1st Sgt US Army WWI
HENSON, Thomas H. 20 Jan 1901 - 28 Nov 1963 Missouri, Fl US Navy WWI
GROUNDS, John W. 10 Aug 1883 - 5 Mar 1963
MENTZ, Marie A. 1917-1962
LIGHTFOOT, Melton E. 1893 -
LIGHTFOOT, Ruth J. 1904 - 1963
SEGAR, Joseph C. 1892 - 1962
SEGAR, Marguerite E. 1896 - 1970
SENN, Lilia Belle 25 Apr 1908 - July 1993
CARVER, Genetha Mae 4 Dec 1929 - July 1968
WESTFALL, Jonathan N. 27 May 1903 - 16 Dec 1969
DEWEES, Ada 20 Aug 1893 - 19 July 1969
FEGER, Michael, 1907 - 1989 Beloved Husband and Father
FEGER, Margaret, 1910 -  Beloved Wife and Mother
FREAR, Harold E. 1926- _
FREAR, Annie, H. 1920 - 1969
KINDER, Joe H. 30 July 1918 - 30 Jan 1967 W. Virginia, Tec 5 Co. C 11 Eng. EBT Bn 

WWII
HAIGHT, Lawrence 1888 - 1963 "Father"
HAIGHT, Mae Velleman 1903 - 1964 /-
LUXFORD, Alfred J. 1890- 1971 (FHM Porter)
WITTEKOEK, William 11 June 1889 - 19 Aug 1960 N.Y. Pvt.-l Reg Fa REPL DRAFT 

WWI
WITTEKOEK,, Elizabeth 15 Nov 1885 - 5 Jan 1975
HUGHES, Gertude W. 1890-6 Feb 1971 "Mother"
TOORENBURCH, Mineiwa 1908 - 1992
WESTON, Elmer M. 1888 - 1968
WESTON, Clara D. 1892-
WHITTON, William W. 1899 - 1967
WHITTON, Lena M. 1912-_
MARKER, Dale H. 7 Dec 1912 - 4 Jan 1992
MARKER, Charlotte L. 14 Aug 1912
MARKER, Roy Kyle 11 June 1882 - 12 July 1968
WALKER, Catherine Ann 14 May 1958 - 15 May 1966
THOMAS, John William 6 Feb 1929 - 2 July 1988 -U.S. Coast Guard
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HISTC'EY OF I NVE3NESS , FLOB i 0A
&

named

S I GNATUR E FOUR

THE

The the Citrus County Commissionersfirst MEMBERS OF

L

The 
permanent 
NESS OF GOVERNMENT, 
named 
guided

S I X
A S

THE
HAD

GIVEN
I N

I N 
OF

-After 
was- chosen 

ANYONE 
WORK

ANO I!

OF THE
APPOINTEO

BY

1889 HAO
DONE HIS

YEARS
TO GET

COUNTY SEAT FOR
WHEN THE 

TIME ANYONE 
THE EAST SIDE

COUNTY'S 
BY THE 

LEGISLATIVE

INDECISIVE ELECTIONS, 
THE OFFICIAL COUNTY

EVER HEARD THE NAME.
WELL

Inverness
HEARD

WAS

IN 1889 
UP FCR 

I T 
LITTLE 

Tompkinsville.

to 
o N

LOCATION
HAD SUCCESSFULLY 

»AS. CHOSEN.

THE
"But it locks
THE LAKE"
THE’. NAME

WHEN 
VOTE. 
WAS

NEW COUNTY WAS GIVEN TWO 
COUNTY'SEAT. In ORDER

OF GOVERNMENT, THE-TEMPORARY
IN HONOR OF..SENATOR A.S. MANN,'WHO 

BILL THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE

THE CITY'OF INVERNESS 
seat in 1891. - Not unt il 

The Scotsman had

This was back
Citrus County was 
of Inverness appeared, 
EVER HEARD OF IT. The 
COUNTY WAS KNOWN AS

Because the
PORTAT ION AFTER
DRAWBACK FOR
Barco of Red Level 
among the delegates 
ion of Citrus County. 
iLEGISLA.TURE, ANO WILLARD'S 
■ PERRYS BROUGHT THE BILL
HOURS' AFTER IT HAD PASSED.

Tompkinsville was named in honor 
. first Tax Collector, Daniel Tompkins-, 

GOVERNOR AFTER CITRUS COUNTY WAS CREATED 
ACTION FROM THE HUGH HERNANDO'COUNTY.

ESTABLISH A 
WITH TfTe BUS I- 
of Mansfield

THE NEW
NAME
HAD
OF THE

A
Actually,

THE FIRST
TOWN ON

ROADS WERE VERY POOR, THE LACK OF TRANS— 
THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES WAS A SERIOUS 

representative government. In 1887, Nick 
and Albert Willard of Homosassa were 
TRAVELING TO TALLAHASSEE TO THE CREAT— 

THE UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE FLORIDA' 
ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOVERNOR 

for. the Governor's

lonely Scotsman, 
upon the blue waters -of 
and thought, "But it 
headlands and 
place deserves

FROM HIS NATIVE HEATH GAZED 
Indian-named lake Tsala Apopka 

like Inverness, between the 
ScHOTLANO, ANO THIS BEAUTIFUL 
INVERNESS.



r
O.P.

FLORIDAGOSPEL ISLAND. INVERNESS,

J

)

u

THAT
in "Crystal

the
• TO 

OF
Canto, 
SITE.

•■■' J

A 
I T , 
FROM

1 
•• I Keller ; 4

Inverness.
ano
Ano

■J

A surveyor
TIME FOR THE 

SURVEY THE 160
The plat 

Francis M. 
SO WAS BORN

W E R E J . T .
.and C.D. Carroll. Tax 

or. (the’ Daniel Tompkins 
Attorney, J.C.Phillips;

’J.W-. Fleming.

of tKe
WAS BRAWN

Damp I ER was 
the City of

EMPLOYED AT 
ENGAGED 

for the City 
King of Le- 
CLEAR

- -d GROUP. OF MINISTERS 
INTENDING TO BUIL0
THE MINISTRY.

• This
FROM THE
HOMES HERE

—-PAGE 2 --
Landrum James Baker, P.J. 'Peacher, O.P. KtLLtn, -j 

Tax accessor was W.H.Brooks; Tax Collect-.
MsniONEo); Treasurer ,N i ck Barco; I
Surveyor, J.T. Allen, and Judge j

ISLAND WAS SO NAMED BECAUSE 
NORTH CAAIE'HERE ANO BOUGHT 

AND SETTLE UPON RETIRING

About 75 years ago one Wanton K. Webb wrote- in .his ■ 
. history about Florida a chapter describing’Hernando. Countt;;'- 
before CItrus ’County was made a spearate County. Descri-T-'z. 
PTICTNS OFVTOWNS NOW LOCATED IN CITRUS COUNTY WAS FLORAL "

■ City, described thus: Settled in 1885 by two or three- _ "■■■ 
•-FAMILIES, ’LOCATED THREE MILES F R 0 M- W I THL A C 0 0 C H E E _R I V E R ON ' '

Cholo (Tsa-la) Apopka Lake, later joined by 30 or AOfamilies 
(all white) FROM ALMOST every STATE I N . T H E - UN I 0 N . . . ."Re V . E . - „ 
S. POOSER WAS PASTOR OF THE METHODIST CHURCH, (EVIDENTLY . 
THE- ONLY. CHURCH THERE). ORANGE GROWING SEEMED TO. BE THE

'.CH I EF .ATTRACT I ON.' -THE FAMILIES MENTIONED IN THE H IS T 0 R Y 
were W.A. Duval, J.W. Fleming, J . C . Clements , J . A. Hampton

’. J.H.Pyles and F.G.Powell. I am quite sure Mrs. J.E.-Lims '•’• j
IS A D E S C E N 0 A N T ~ 0 F J . A . H A M P T 0 N . ’ DUVAL ISLAND, NOW A S C E N l' C j 

’ -SITE OF HOMES AND ORANGE GROVES BEARS THE NAME OF W.A.DUVAL.j
. -I

I

QUITE SURE Mrs. 
Duval Island, now a scenic j 
BEARS THE NAME OF W.A.DUVAL.[

A college ,' South Flor I da’College, was planned to be chart- 
; ereo in 1885. The’ history gives no further account of >t.

J.W. Fleming was the first postmaster. Crystal River was •
• DESCRIBED as a small settlement ON ’A river by that NAME. .

■ A Baptist preacher,' W.G.Ganes. was postmaster,

by the name of Mason, who was
Florida Q .range ano Transit Co. was 
acres of TrfE original site 

by John E. 
employed to clear the
Inverness,' Florida.
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River, POPULATION OF
j

AS

tii'iBS

Since- these 
MUST. HAVE 

I S 
FIRST 
DATE.OF WHEN

7 MILES 
JACKSCNV I LLE 

was 32;OC.

............... ................ ■■■. -

THERE
WAS
THE

WHO
■ ■ -ESTABLISHED

NCW. Ma I L WAS
The next mail stop 

'.Stokes Bridge.:

> - • ■ "Hernando, 25 miles from
1851 BY E. CROF T ,' W. G . CRO.FT , 

■.'.•SCRIBED AS HAVING'one CHURCH
of the Wilmington, Columbia, 
R. Bridges) was credited with 
here....as was E. G. (W.) Agnew 'of Ocala. 
Harrison,.A.D. 
credited with

. SOME_EARLIER
NEVER 'HEARD

NUMBER OF DESCENDANTS 
Brooksville on 

across

MENTIONED AS BEING M I DWAY. BETWEEN CHAEO 
the Gulf of Mexico, 7 miles from the.

Stage a nd rail to Jacksonville fa re was ■
BY STEAMER TO CEDAR KEYS WAS 32; 00. It TOOK ■ 

go to Jacksonville.' It was settled in .1884. • '
16 DIFFERENT STATES, 'MAINLY FROM IND-IAN’A.

■was first- postmaster. Mansfield later became 
county site of- Citrus Cou.nty. "I am quite sure - 

named fro'Senator Mann who introduced the bill-.to- 
Count.y from part of. Hernando 'County.

Mansfield was 
(Tsala) Apopka and 

• Homosassa River.
,36.00.' Fare 
two days -TO 
BY CITIZENS FROM 
Edward Burr- 
THE FIRST! 
IT WAS 
form Citrus

Hernando was settled by’the Crofts ano Nickersons .-• 
came from Texas in.. 1881 . -.In 1882 a .pos t of f i c e . w as ■ : ■

.’.'Jj bY'W.G.'-Crofj andwas located at his home,-:
SOUTHEAST OF L-AK& TSALA Ap'.O P K A_N OT -F A R „ E A S T OF THE PRESENT '

.'Baptist Church (First. Baptist). _■ The mail, carr i.er was- ■ T u'
.' No be Cason who has- a 'number of descendants in Citrus County' 

brought.from Brooksville on horseback, 
was Camp -Izzard. across the river near

Brooksville was settled in 
and Dr.E.E. Nickerson; de- 
AND A. SCHOOL;-THE PRESIDENT . . 
and Augusta.Railroad (Mr.E.

WAS CREDITED WITH OWNING 800 -ACRES OF LAND 
was E.G. (W.) Agnew of Ocala. I.D.Spooner, -T...

. Tompkins and Ducy & Company.' It was,also 
ORANGE GROVE ACADEMY WITH A MRS. PERKINS.

RES I □'£ N TS_.T H A N I MIGHT KNOW ABOUT THAT. .'.I -. ■ 
op . i t ■■ - . L. ■ ■ -

: i s .went I on - of A.D. Tompkins, -this area 
TA KEN: THE PRE SENT.' SITE OF'INVERNESS OF WHICH •

NO MBNT I ON. MADE ."S'ThE PRESENT SITE OF INVERNESS 
known as Tompkinsville. I hope -some one has 

THE.NAME WAS'cHANGED TO’lNVERNESS. ’

'--PAGE 5 —
ABOUT 100.
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THESE

' !

I N

’ I

IMI

Mam y
AMD

I N 
WRITTEN,

A UN J ON CHURCH ( W I T F R E V .

ONCE
ALSO

A 
OF THIS

These were
THE AREA THAT

‘882 by Dr. Norton-.
Lecanto had a 

J.B. Harrelson

f• -- My husband, 
/ A D OU T 1880 WITH
A YOUNGER 
He was

• 4, 1861.
OR' RECONSTRUCT! ONj 

. DOWN HERE, ANO 
THEIR 
LANS 
day; s 
WEEK .
HIS FIRST 
HOMESTEAD.

OF THE 
B. King, 
DESCENDANTS 
INVERNESS

of John E. King who 
BELIEVE- WAS

THIS SECTION ‘ 
BROTHERS AND “• ' 

near Stage Pond.
in Putman County, February - .. 
existance. through the "days

OF THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORK 
CART IN'.HIGH HOPES OF BETTER I NG ' 

cio. Securing work clearing 
DOLLAR. A DAY, AND A 

UNTIL SUNSET, SIX DAYS A - 
HCRSEOACK TO OCALA. HAD- 

TO STAKE A CLAIM FOR A 
THREE.DAYS.

0 I REC.T- DESCEND— 
ADDED MUCH TO AN 

AS THE NEED FOR CON-
REALIZED, SO THE

UNT I L • THE ' '* 
BEGAN TO 

the John • ' '
I DO NOT RECALL 
IN THE ECONOMIC

IS '

At the
POPUL'AT I ON 

  „  .  AS RECTOR) ,
SCHOOL ( E . A . Hah R I S 0 N , PR I NC I P al) , ■ ANO JOHN E.K-ING

RESIDENTS OF THE COMMUNITY WHO OWNED 
were H. B. King, Josiah King, John 

Davis. Mamy descendants of these pio- 
In Lecanto and Inverness now.

’ " Miss Marion King, daughter __
- ■ represented Citrus-County as senator, .1 

~ County Surveyor..

Lecanto was settled.
time this Webb history- was 

.of 125.
A high
WAS POSTMASTER------- OTHER
ORANGE GROVES AND ‘FARMS

■ _ A. Allen, and J.J .
NEERS ARE LIVING

THE ONLY TOWNS MENTIONED THAT THEN EXISTED'
LATER BECAME ClTRUS COUNTY.  ' <

THE LATE R.M.S&IRES, CAME TO 
HIS WIDOWED MOTHER,. Two’ OLDER 

SISTER. I THINK THEY SETTLED 
born near-Melrose , .Fla .

Havi.ng struggled for 
HEARD OF THE OPPORTUNITIES 
OX CART IN‘.HIGH HOPES 
they cid. Securing
GROVES A T _ A 
SUNRISE 

HE RODE 
to Gainesville 
TOOK

■ The Ha i r ■ brothers of' Inverness are 
■“ ' " "-•••- man'WHO COULD HAVE

COUNTY, BUT 
RESOURCES WAS NOT 

HISTORY WAS NOT RECOGNIZED 
THOSE CLEAR-HEADED RESOURCEFUL P I 0 N E.E R S 

The’Allen families’, the* Ki’ng .famili.es, 
Barnes descendants and otkers'-whose names 
At'tHIS TIME ALL PLAYED'AN IMPORTANT PART IN THE 
-development of the county, geograph ically....Lecanto 
almost the center of the county.

they
HERE, AND MOVED BY 
CONDITIONS, WHICH

AND PLANTING ORANGE
WORK THEN .WAS FROM 
When he came 21, 

TRA I N ' R I DE 
The trip

DAY,
SUNSET, SIX 

to Ocala.
STAKE A CLAIM FOR

ants of J.B.Davis, 
: 'AUTHENTIC HISTORY
" SERVATION OF NATURAL

- NEED FOR AUTHENTIC 
'ranks OF

'. T H I N*.

famili.es
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TO

OFF

A

COUNTY LAND .THE

CLEARED
WHENEVER

RAILS
NIGHT
THAT

THE
THE

TWO 
PUTTER

•_ i

yr-.-

AND 
D I G 
AOOUT 
He ALSO

Once he 
FRIGHT. 

THE 
OUT 

THE

I
WAS 

OYSTER
THE

HAO
WAS
C A 0 0 A G E

(split) 
A SMALL 
HE HAD 
15 YEAR 

WERE EARLIER 
TO HIS HUMBLE 

DETERMINATION TO START
Crystal, River an; 

four 
W HAT

I N 
TO EAT.

TIME, AND 
TO CARRY

'was
HE WALKED 
DINNER 

ANY

TO 
WORKED 
SOON 

RANGE 
TO 

CALVES 
OF THE 
FOR THE

BEING OPENED' - • 
FIVE. 

PAIL TO 
NEIGHBORS," 

Most of 
1 SHOULD' 

HELPED TO * 
HAMMOCK AND PALMETTO 

WORK AS IT WAS 0E- 
OF THE DEL 1 C — 
nights. -They 

WORK .

LAKE
PLANTING ORANGE GROVES, 

AND NIGHT WITH H.IS AXE 
Leaving his'wire at home miles 

LAY FENCE RAILS TO ENCLOSE 
SPLIT AT NIGHT By’dCNO

DEFORE THAT HE 
HOMOSAS-SA TOWNS I TE OF DENSE 
DO NOT KNOW THE DATE OF 
born in Marion County, 
stews' THE 
OYSTERS

When the land adjacent to the
FOR FARMING ANO PLANTING ORANGE
M I LES. MORN I N-G ANO NIGHT WITH H.IS 

'work. Leaving h i s'w i ft at home
HE WENT
THE RAILS

. HAVE
CLEAR
GROWTH.
FORE I
I OUS
GATHERED

CLAIM 
ANO LIVE ON THE 
FINAL TITLE. He D.UILT'A 
WITH .HAND-ROVE 
DOWS , 
RAILS 
Lednarah Clark, 
fam i ly 
CHILD 
FAITH 
S TOPPED 
OF LESS 
THE BEST 
The young 
WHICH 
DRE D 
CARE 
WERE

AND
FROM
MORE•LAND.

FIRE LIGHT.
AND HIS ’BROTHERS

OF

WHO 
WIFE 
AND 

1 N 
THAN FOUR DOLLARS.
OF WHAT T-HEY
WIFE'S DOWERY 

FINALLY INCREASED 
head. Marking and 
TH'E BATTLE NEEDED. 
KEPT TO PROVIDE MILK

THIS 
He TOLD 

CREW ENJOYED SATURDAY 
AFTER KNOCKING

In TAKING A HOMESTEAD 
FOR’160 ACRES., THE 

LIVE ON THE PROPERTY 
TITLE.

ONE WAS ALLOWED TO STAKE A 
MAXIMUM LIMIT, BUT. MUST IMPROVE 
FOR EIVE YEARS BECFORE SECURING . 
12 X 18 PINE LOG HOUSE COVERED 

SHINGLES, WOOD SHUTTERS FOR WlN- 
PLOT TO PLANT 
NO OTHER JOB. 

OLD DAUGHTER 
PIONEERS. 
HOMESTEAD 

TO

AND A'BLACK BEAR
While working -there he 
DEAR WAS IN THE-TCP OF A 
THE BUD TO EAT. THEY DOTH
SAME TIME, AND TOOK OFF 

HELPED TO CARRY THE CHAIN

MUTUAL EXPERIENCE OF 
CUTTING UNDERBRUSH, 

P8LM, TRYING TO 
DISCOVERED EACH OTHER' 
IN DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS. 
FCR THE. FIRST SURVEY CF'

HOUSE 
WOOC SHUTTERS 

A CROP. .He ALSO' SPLIT- 
About 1885 he married “• 
OF A HIGHLY RESPECTED. 

He took this brave 
WITH LITTLE MORE THAN.' 

LIFE. ON THEIR WAY,THEY. 
bought supplies to the AMOUNT 
OGETHERY THEY WORKED TO MAKE 

HAD, AND, OF COURSE, SOON HAD BETTER." 
WAS A FEW HEAD OF RANGE CATTLE 
THROUGH THE YEARS TO SEVERAL HUN- 
BRANDING THE CALVES WERE ALL THE 
One or two of the best milkers 
AND PUTTER FOR THE FAMILY.

TO
HE

MENTIONED
THE
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DEFORE THIS

BUT
UP

Ths ■

NO

r
PASSENGER 

SEVERAL 
At FIRST

THAT 
LED

TO
THE

I N 1891 ,

OUT
Th

I
’ I

•-'IWHO
OFF

A 
"0

AND
These were

P I SNEERS 
ROCKS 

WAS 
OF

A
I N
CAME
LOSS

This 
■ dy Aldurtus Vogt. 
PHOSPHATE

AT 
WAS 
Altho others 

TIME.

THE 
TOWN , 

ARRANGEMENT 
DU T 
THE 
C NE

. I s 
WHICH 
BEFORE

At ONE
TWO SOUTH

I S 
AFTER THE 
RA I LRCAD 
TRIED TO

also Mrs . Susie 
CESCENOANTS OF-..’ 
I? PART OF THE

DY SOME 
THREW 0 1 - ’ 

testing. This was before the’railroad
THE . D 1 SCOCERY OF PHOSPHATE, 
ALMOST OVER NIGHT. “ 

IF THEY WOULD DE. 
THEY WOULD 
RECORD IN THE 
ROADS.AND THE 

WAS OPERATING 
KEEP THEIR

TOLD
HOLE

The ’present postmaster at Hernando, 
Muldrow and.the Spooners of Hernando are 
"Billy" Anderson. .The Spooner homestead 
Chappels Paradise Cottages. ’ 
AND OTHER HOMES ON THE NORTH

TIME WE
D 0 U N D 

DRAWN DY

HAD.TWO NORTH BOUND 
TRAINS DA-I’LY WITH 
STEAM ENGINES.

Fred Hensley .akesioe Cottages., 
END OF THE LAKE . . •_ I

Hernando was originally a homestead ovned by a Mrs. 
Nickerson who bargained/with West Coast Developemtn•Comp-, ■ 
ANY TO LAY. OFF A TOWN SITE. SHE WAS TO OWN EVERY OTHER 
LOT, THE TOWN'PLAT OR MAP WAS RECORDED AT THE COURT HOUSE ■

I believe in September. This was a-ter.'the d ic- ■' 
CCVERY- CF PHOSPHATE' BY ALBURTUS VOGT. ALTHO OTHERS CLAIM
TO HAVE- DISCOVERED

TRAINS
FRE I GHT TRA I IS .

WOOD BURNERS v

DOG DIGGING 
FURTHER IN— 

DAME 
DAMPS OF ' 

OVER NIGHT. TH E A . C . L .R A I L R 0 * 0 
WOULD DE GIVEN A RIGHT-AF-WAY

ALWAYS MAINTAIN A DEPOT.. ~ 
COURT HOUSE IN INVERNESS, 
AUTOMOBILES CAME INTO USE, 

AT SUCH A LOSS THAT 
AGREEMENT.

The story 
A GOPHER 

AND 
WITH 

SPRUNG 
TOWN 
AND 
ON 

GOOD 
COMPANY 
MAKE THEM

THE DATE THAT ClTRUS COUNTY 
NOT MENTIONED IN HISTORY.WAS 

• I AM NOT SURE 
THE SCH-

I came to Hernando.
THINK THEY CAME FROM

WAS BORN THERE LIVED IN HERN- 
TwO FAMILES CF ANDERSON'S 
WERE ALL NEIGHBORS OF MY

INTO 
VES T I GAT I ON 
TU I S FAR, 
LABORERS 
PROMISED 
THROUGH

I WAS
WAS FORMED. 

WHERE THE RE -WAS A SCHOOL AND A 
WHO THE FIRST SETTLERE WERE AS THE 
OOL WERE DISCONTINUED A B 0 U-T THE TIME 
The postmaster's name was Brott and I 
Michigan., Dudley Brott who was born 
ANDO UNTIL HIS RECENT DEATH. 
W.H. (Billy) ano Huston ... they 
HUSBAND AND FAMILY.

NOT ADLE TO FIND 
Another community 

SCHOOL AND 
WERE 

A BO U-T 
WAS

I N
POS T OF F CE. I AM 

POSTOFFICE' AND
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A

NOT

A

WHICH 
ANO

A 
A

OFF ICE 
OF 
WAS
WENT ON TO 

ACROSS

ON
OF

DEPOT 
EXPRESS 

FOR

. . NO
■MAN

0 EEN
NAMES

F J L L E B RACK S OU ILT 
APART.

WQ.O 0
SCARCE,
RECENT

CUTTERS 
THE 
YEARS

TEN YEARS 
the Croft 
BROUGHT 

0 N

THE
WOOD RACKS
WITH MULE
CHANGED
DIESEL

FARMERS ALL 
VEGETABLES, 

THAT' THEY 
TO

LARGE FREIGHT
OFFICE COMBINED, 

ONE.FOR THE COLORED, 
ROOMS ANO NO WATER.

The mail was, hung
IT BY A SORT

WOOD 
M ILES 
'MANY 
became 
THEN IN

WAYAND LOAD 
ALONG THE SIDE 

Keeping the 
ANO MEN 
ENGINES 

TO THE

THE 
THE 

FILLED 
TEAMS .

OVER T.O 
ENGINES.

MEAT ■
SOLO GY 
VARIOUS ■ 
THE LAG­

GUILT FOR 
AND THE' R A I L

These • . - 
ano ■

' The
THAT IS, 
MELONS 
PRODUCE 
KNIVES jAS 
THE PECK 

' • LA BOR 
■. OR E R S' AS

'. TH E

ROADS 
. OLDEST
MEN 

-UNTIL 
WA S

OVER THE 
CHICKEN, 

COULD RAISE. 
COVERED WAGONS,

REST 
PLATFORM.

MA 1 L ' CLERK REACHED

THE DIRT CUT 
LITTLE LATER MULES 

CHILD LABOR LAW THEN

WAS
FIRST POSTMASTER*
from Brooksville.

•OFFICE WHICH WAS CAMP IZZARD 
River near the present grioge 

BRIDGE THEN SO 
named Stokes.’
called'Stokes Ferry, 
of

THE CROSSING
AM SORRY I DO NOT KNOW THE ' 

TO COME. HERE.

.. The 
. GRAPH, 

ROOM 
GUT 
THE LONG 
CRANE ANO THE 
ARRANGEMENT.

TENDERS FROM 
TRACKS SEVERAL 

GAVE JOBS . TO" 
^After wood ' 

COAL BURNERS ,

THE TOWN-- 
W A S THE 

HORSEBACK. 
NEXT. POST

ROOM, A TELE­
HAD A WAITING 
PASSENGERS , . 
Outs i de was 

a mail. 
HOCK

HAD a 
TICKET 

THE WHITE AND 
THERE WERE NO 

LOADING

ALL THE PRODUCE 
FRUIT, BEEF, PORK, AND 

THEM SOLO THEIR’ 
SCALES AND 

ORANGES WERE 
These.PEDDLERS WENT TO THE 

LARGE .TENTS WERE USED TO SERVE 
THE HOUSES. WHAT .HAO BEEN 
OF THE PHOSPHATE PLANTS 
All LABOR WAS DONE DY HAND.

DUG WITH PICK ANO SHOVEL, 
CVERGUROENEO WHEELOARROWS 

were used.■ There 
compelling CHILD-

HERNANDO HAD A POST OFFICE TEN YEARS BEFORE 
ESTABLISHED.' An ANCESTOR OF THE CROFT FAMILY 

*AND THE MAIL WAS BROUGHT GY 
The' carrier went on to .the

JUST ACROSS THE W I THLACOCC’HEE 
on Highway 200. ' There was 

PEOPLE CROSSED BY FERRY OPERATED BY. A .
AnO-.FC'.R MANY YEARS THE CROSSING HASi 

1 AM SORRY
THE FIRST MERCHANT

COUNTY "SOLD 
EGGS , 
Many of 

OTHER COVERED WAGONS, USING 
MEASURES....POTATOES AND 

ANO BUSHEL. 
CAMPS WHERE 

WELL AS TO 
SUPERINTENDENTS 

BEING' BUILT.
PHOSPHA.TAE PITS WERE 

ROLLING THE DIRT OUT IN 
A 

NC
AND .SCRAPES
ANO NC LAW



PACE'S
SC MANY. CHILDREN OPEN —DROVE MULES

A AS

A

HERE

SHOOT I NGSO MUCHI HE RE WAS WH I "ENCDRUNKNESS AND

REN
I NG

T 0
THE

STYLE.
DRESSES

TOWN. -
OUR I AL

of Lake
DRINK 

I N

1 N
..- WAS

DRESSMAKING..''
VERY CHEAP 
A LOT OF

PAYROLL NUMDERE)
DC ’
OF

NO
MADE

■EVERYBODY HAO 
T I M £ S 
MUCH 

LAWLESS 
DEEDED 

NOT 
OF

This
HERE RESTS
THE NEGROES' 

LATER MOVED’’
PHOS —
LAOORERS

OF
THEY
AND
MUCH

THE
r~ *“> run

MONEY, 
DID NCT
G A M 0 L I NG 
STEALING.

TOWN
AS 

OUR

THE WAY 
There 

OTHER

<■1

OUT 
LOTS 

WELL 
P I ONEERS 

ADJOINING 
PLOT ACROSS 

COMP AN I ES

IN 1902
CLERKED AND

WHEN 'THE
HELPED TO

DRESSES -WERE
EVERYONE' MAKING A LOT 

VERY LOVELY MATERIAL.

IS ALWAYS 
WISELY. 

DY 
Nickerson 

A CEMETARY.
FOR 

T IME , 
OUT 

DAYS , THE 
Italians

WATER
WOULD ■ WATER THE I R 

WELL.

CAME
I

THE nEADY-MADE
'With
FROM

0 PE N WELL I N THE . 
streets. ■ Travel- ; 
ducket.. Then .' '....- 
TROUGH ALONG S.I.O.

GO TO SCHOOL. 
PHOSPHATE PITS.

OUT, AS 
SPEND IT
ACCOM'P AN I ED 

Mrs • 
Hernando for 
IT SHOULD BE, 

At one 
GROUND, 

During the early 
EMPLOYED A NUMBER OF

These are natives 
-'GROUPS WERE'KILLED IN 
SOME NEGROES TO DIG A
IN THE NEGRC CEMETARY AS THE SCILIANS HAC
ATED WITH THE NEGROES. WHEN THE

'"TOWN’-IN A TWO MULE WAGON LOADED ’WITH 
FOUND THE GRAVE IN THE 
WILD AND GOT SHOVELS 
TO .OPEN A GRAVE IN THE
CROSS' THEY.'PUT AT" THE

USED'WATER FROM AN 
and Main 
FROM THE 
A WOODEN

Most of the town 
CENTER OF THE CROSSING 
ERS WOULC-DRAW WATER AND 
THEY WOULD WATER THEIR TEAM 
CF THE

I -F I RS T 
2,000 OR MORE. 
At that time 
material and 
MONEY, WE

OF' THE ISLAND OF SlCILY ANO .THEIR
AN ACCIDENT ANO THE. COMPANY SENT 
GRAVE. - The NEGROES DUG THE GRAVES ■ ■'

AS THE SCILIANS'HAC ALWA-YS ASSOC I- 
When the coffin was.brought in-o

FRIENDS, ANO THEY’
NEGRO’ CEMETARY, THEY FAIRLY'-WEhT L.-.j-D 

AND ALMOST GOT IN EACH 0 T H E R.' S WAY *
WHITE CEMETARY. I THINK THE'’RON 

HEAD OF THE GRAVE IS STILL THERE. ■

LOTS
OF' PLENTY, 
DRUNKENNESS

ACTS, OUT NOT
FOUR LOTS TO

CARED
OF

LOTS 
TOWN.

I S
SOME
USED .THE

■ TO A
PH A TE

AS 
THE
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I

'IHTTS

TRIED, 
REGULAR

OTHERS, THAT
SHOW up’.;-..

AT THE 
HOMES,

A 1 
AT

SOME
HISTORY .HAS

(This has been copied'frcm a history 
Inverness Chamber of Commerce . i t 
"... Edith op's note: . Through -theMacRae of Homosassa pres 1 dent of 
cal Society, 
of I

hade 
as NO

picture of .Inverness 
that t i me

■+ + + +.H- + + + -r++J+ + +
In the vertical FILE at the Inverness Libraryt are sev- 

. . ERAL OLD Pl'CTURES OF HOMES, DRAWINGS, ANO ARTICLES WITH 
‘." reference to Citrus County. ■

Also on the wall, dy ..the door . i's
.. TAKEN IN 1927, SHOWING THE. TOWN

HOLES HAVE DEEN KNOWN 
DEEN .KEPT.

Books may' de borrowed from the Inverness Library on • 
.Citrus County'... Judge Mays "GATORS ,. SKEETERS', AND ■“
MALARY" (Vclumn 1) and his book•"FROM DAWN TO SUNSET" ■ ’ 
(Volumn 2) . Filed in classification # 917.59 are’ several 
books on Flor i da. .. .ano. in- classification #973 are.~a.lso

■. pocks .on Florida History. . ’■ •"

TAKEN FROM THE 
HAS THIS NOTATION-. 

courtesy of'Mrs.Mary 
THE COUNTY"S’HISTORI- 

, The • Chrdn i cle~ brings.this story cf the-CItyInverness.) • ..



Group File Number:.

 

501.30

Spires, Ethel Carrington

SCRAP BOOK MEMORABELIA

By: 

2- Ty pewritten Poem -

II

6- Clipping - "House of Life II

"The Very Help"

"How long Shall We LOve

Valentine- With Picture of Mr.

Type of Document: 
Origin Number of Pages in Original: 

Number of Pages Typed:

Cross-Reference
Notations:

Scrap Rnnk___
: Family Papers

MANUSCRIPTS & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: 
Citrus County Archives

II

II

Poems

"Growing Old"

4- Newspaper Clippings 
Poem- 

II
"Our Own" 
"Friends " 
"Trees" 
"My Prayer"
"The Promise" 
"Mothers Friend" 
"Two Quotes"

"Day by Day" 
"To Old Friends"

1 of

5- Newspaper Clippings
Obituary - James Carrington (Father of M/s.'R.M.

Spires )
Young pianis.t Scores Hit at Exchange Club (Elizabeth ■ 
Cannon - great grandaughter of Mrs. Jas. Carrington)

Bookmark - made by Mrs. Cordero 1881 for Jas. 
Carrington to give to his fiancee Mrs. 
Mary Ellen Turnipseed

7- Clippings 
Poem - 
Prayer 
Poem - "How long Shall We LOve" 
Wedding Announcement of Staff Sgt Claude H Spires 

(son of Mr. and Mrs. R.M. 
Spires) and Olyve Irene
Beavers. 

and Mrs. Richard Spires

1- Wedding Announcement of Ethel Ruth Carrington to 
Richard M. Spires, Hernando, Fl. 1905

3 pages

3- From newspaper -'
Poem- "Getting into Trouble"
Clipping - "Portraits"

Birthday Card
Poem- "New Leaf"



1

of 3PAGE 2(CONTINUED)
■p

Cross Reference Not

Poems-

roses

12- Newspaper Clipping- "I Like the Depression"

«

I

Group File Number: 
Document and/or Author

CITRUS COUNTY ARCHIVES 
________ Manuscripts & Special Collection
by Spires Ethel Carrington

c

I

C I

9- Newspaper Clippings 
Poems-

Card of thanks from R.M.Spires 
Empty Envelope

"Something to You"
"He Depends Upon Us" 
"The Common Road" 
"Trust and Rest" 
"The Secret Place of Prayer" 
"Homeward Bound"

A Mothers Love

11-‘Letter to Mrs. R.M. Spires written by her fathers 
nurse in the "Old Confederate Soldiers Home in 
Jacksonville, Fl 10/13/18 /'

. 1-Q-Newspaper Clippings
Poem- "Our Thoughts for the Week"

8- Newspaper Clippings
"Twilight Over Tampa" 
"Two Hands"
"The Weary Mother" 
"On Mothers Day" 
"My Mother"
"Unamed"

Christianity's. Hope 
Picture- Woman with Bouquet of

14- Newspaper Clippings
Mr. & Mrs. John Brown built new house 
Obituary- Rev. Charles Cook of Micanopy
Obituary- Mrs.■Margaret Elizabeth Perkins 5/3/59

13- Newspaper Column by Eleanor Roosevelt
Typewritten note- The Ladies Aid
Birth Announcement- of Millage Carrington to 
Mr. & Mrs... P.C. Spires of Clewiston, Fl.

501.30________
Scrap Book

15- Newspaper Clippings
R.M. Spires, Citrus County Pioneer passes 
away 9/27/47
Ila May Spears Dies in Hernando 10/27/48 
Death Comes to Mrs. W.E. Grono 8/7/58 
Poem- "Silent Prayer"



of 33(CONTINUED)

r Cross Reference Notes

19- blank'page

blank page

c
23- blank-page

24- blank page
/'

25- blank page

26- bla'nk page

r
(

CITRUS COUNTY ARCHIVES
Group File H.-har: 501.30 ManuxcrtpW S Special Collections
Document and/or AnrHnr scrap Book by spires Ethel Carrington .

PAGE

O !

Rest of the book is blank pages but included in the 
book are the following

Photo- R.M.Spires-and Mrs. Ethel Carrington in 
carraige (Nov. 1904)

Newspaper Clipping with photo- Big Business Enter­
prize Nets Tuxedo Road Youngster Ten Dollars 
Judy Carrington 8/20/48

Announcement of Engagement of Miss Alma Schnatterer 
to Richard Carington*

Photo- Three young men (unidenified)
Newspaper Photo-'"Going with the Grain" 7/8/49
Photo of Home taken 11/5/46 (Unidenified)

Handwritten Prayer

27- Mementos from New York City
Napkin from N.Y. State Observatory
Paper Coaster from N.Y. State Observatory 
Program from "Golden Jubilee

18- Newspaper Clpping and picture
Veteran Citrus County Farmer Has November 
Watermelon Crop (R,E, VanNess 1949) 
Poem- "What I Live For"

20- blank page

21-

16- Newspaper Clippings with Pictures
Two year old boy receives- dead father's Air 
Medal (James Patrick Carrington of Tampa) 
Missing in Action Sgt. William Carrington

17- Newspaper Clipping with picture
Elaine Carol Spires is bride of R.O. Heavner

2-2- Newspaper Clippings
Poems--"Imperfect English"

"Old Fashioned and Gray"
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(MT FLOR IDAHISTORY OF INVERNESS,

ON

S I GNATURE .FOUR

B ILL THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE

The first the Citrus County CommissionersMEMBERS OF

After
WAS- CHOSEN

BACK
WAS

A COUNTY SEAT FOR
Actually, when the 

the first time 
TOWN

■ '

J

S ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOVERNOR 
for. the Governor's

first
THE

Tompkinsville was named in honor 
. first Tax. Collector , Daniel Tompkins-, 

GOVERNOR AFTER CITRUS COUNTY WAS 
ACTION FROM THE HUGH H E R N A N D 0 C 0 U N T Y .

FAR FROM HIS NATIVE HEATH GAZED' 
the Indian-named lake Tsala Apopka 

like Inverness,, between the 
SCHOTLANO, ANO THIS BEAUTIFUL ' Inverness."
WHEN

FOR VOTE. 
I T WAS

The little
as Tompkinsville.

OF THE COUNTY’S 
APPOINTED BY THE 

CREATED BY LEGISLATIVE

A lonely Scotsman, 
UPON THE BLUE WATERS ‘OF 
ANO THOUGHT, "BUT IT LOOKS 
HEADLANDS AND THE LAKE1' IN 
PLACE DESERVES THE'.NAME OF

This was back in 1889 
Citrus County was up 
of Inverness appeared, 
EVER HEARD OF IT.

' COUNTY WAS KNOWN

THE NEW
WHEN THE NAME

ANYONE HAD
EAST SIDE OF THE

TO ES TA BL I S H A 
ON WITH THE'BUSI-'

OF MANSF I ELD 
HAD SUCCESSFULLY 

WAS. CHOSEN. •

The new county was given two years 
PERMANENT COUNTY' SEAT. IN- ORDER TO GET 
NESS OF GOVERNMENT, THE-TEMPORARY LOCATION 
NAMED |'N HONOR OF..SENATOR A.S. MANN,’WH0 
GUIDED THE

Because the roads were very poor, the lack of trans­
portation AFTER THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES WAS A SERIOUS 
DRAWBACK FOR REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. |N 1887, NlCK 
Barco of Red Level and Albert Willard of Homosassa were ’ - 
AMONG THE DELEGATES TRAVELING TO TALLAHASSEE TO THE CREAT— 

. ion of Citrus County. The unanimous vote of.the Florida' 
:Legisla.ture, and Willard’s 
_Perry,brought the bill^T: 
HOURS' AFTER IT HAO PASSED.

SIX INDECISIVE ELECTIONS, THE* CITY’OF INVERNESS.
AS THE OFFICIAL COUNTY SEAT IN 1891. ' NOT UNTIL 

1889 HAD ANYONE EVER HEARD THE NAME. THE SCOTSMAN HAD ■' 
DONE HIS WORK. WELL....... :



Tl

!

GOSPEL ISLAND. INVERNESS, FLORIDA

+ + + + + +

i

THE TIME
• TO

OF 
Canto, 
site.

GROUP. OF M I N I STERS ”, 
1 NTEND I NG TO BUILD

THE MINISTRY.’

”4

-. 1SCENIC

I 
• •!J

—-P AGE 2-- - .1UAUii □ aa e. R , P . J • PEACHER, O.P. KELLER, -i
Tax accessor was to.H.Brooks; Tax Collec.t- 

Tompkins mentioned); Treasurer,Nick Barco;• ” , and Judge..

A SURVEYOR BY THE NAME OF MASON, WHO WAS EMPLOYED AT 
for the. Florida Qrange ano Transit Co. was engage-d 

survey THE 160 ACRES OF TrfE ORIGINAL SITE FOR THE CITY 
Inverness. The plat was brawn by John E. King of Le- 

and Francis M. Damfier was employed to clear the And so was born the City of I nverness ,'Flor i da .

About 75 years ago one Wanton K. Webb wrote- in his . ■
. HISTORY ABOUT FLORIDA A CHAPTER 0 E S C R I 0 I N G* He R N A N 0 0 CO U N T Y 
before Citrus’County was .made a spearate County. Descr i-T--’z.

■■ _PT I OTIS OFkTOWNS NOW LOCATED IN ClTRUS COUNTY WAS F L 0 R A L’ ’. 
C’lTY,’ DESCRIBED THUS! SETTLED IN 1863 BY TWO OR THREE- ’”;-

’ --FAMILIES, LOCATED -THREE MILES F R 0M- WI THL’A C 0 0 C H E E _R I V E R ON ' ’ 
Cholo (Tsa-la) Apopka Lake, later ’ jo i ned by 30 or 40 families 

. (all white) from a-lmost every state i n . the • un i on ... ."Rev ,E.
S.POOSER WAS PASTOR OF THE METHODIST CHURCH, (EVIDENTLY 

’- THE- ONLY. CHURCH THERE). ORANGE GROWING SEEMED TO BE THE 
’.CHIEF .ATTRACTION,’ - THE FAMILIES MENTIONED IN THE HISTORY.

’ ", were W.A. Duval, J.W. Fleming, J.C.Clements, J. A.Hampton
■: ”’. J.H.Pyles and F.G.Powell. I am quite sure Mrs. J.E.Lims 

IS A DESCENDANT“OF J . A . H A M P T 0 N . ’ DUVAL ISLAND, NOW AL--...’.
- SITE OF HOMES AND ORANGE GROVES BEARS THE NAME OF W.A.DUVAL. 
A college ,” South Florida' College,' was planned to be chart-

■' ered in 1885. The- history gives no further account of ft.'-’ 
J.W. Fleming was the first postmaster. Crystal River was -

■- described as a small SETTLEMENT ON "A river by that name.
.“'A Baptist preacher, W.g.Ganes. was postmaster-, in'Crystal

were J.T. Landrum,'James Baker 
.and C.D. Carroll.

OR .( THE’ Dan I EL
Attorney, J.C.Phillips; Surveyor, J.T. Allen, 

J’. W-. Fl EM i ng . _

- This island was so named because a 
FROM THE NORTH CAME'HERE ANO BOUGHT IT, 
HOMES HERE AND SETTLE UPON RETIRING FROM



River,

who

D.?.l

I

WAS
THE

Hernando 
came 

-ESTABLI SHED 
. SOUTHEAST

Mansfield was mentioned as being m i dway.between Chaco 
(Tsala) Apopka and the Gulf of Mexico, 7 miles from the : Homosassa River. Stage and rail to Jacksonv i lle fare- was 

,36.00.' Fare by steamer to Cedar Keys was 32;.OO. It took • 
two days to go. to Jacksonville. ’ It was-settled Jn .1-884. ■

• -BY CITIZENS FROM 16.DIFFERENT STATES, 'MAINLY FROM INDIANA. 
Edward Burr-was f-irst- postmaster. Mansfi'eld later became 
THE FIRST COUNTY SITE OF* ClTRUS COUNTY. "I AM QUITE SURE 
IT WAS NAMED FRO" SENATOR MANN WHO INTRODUCED THE BILL"'.T0- 
form Citrus County from part of. Hernando County. .

'--- PAGE 3---  - '
POPULATION OF ABOUT 100. " ■ • 

. ■ "Hernando, 25 miles from Brooksville was settled in :... 
1881 by'e’. Croft," W.G.Cr6,ft , and Dr.E.E. Nickerson; de­
scribed AS HAVING ONE CHURCH AND'A.SCHOOL;•THE PRESIDENT . . 
of the Wilmington, Columbia, and Augusta.Ra i lroad (Mr.E. 
R. Bridges) was credited with owning -800 -acres of land 
HERE . . . . AS WAS E.G. (W.) AGNEW OF OCAL'A. I . D . S P 0 0 N E R , -T... . 
Harr i so n ,A. D. Tompk i ns_and Ducy & Company." It was,also 
CREDITED WITH ORANGE GROVE ACADEMY WITH A MRS. PERKINS. 
SOME_EARL'l ER RES I H£NTS_THAN I MIGHT KNOW ABOUT THAT..". I • ' 
NEVER "HEARD 0 p . I T - -J : \ " L.

Since-.there i s .went i on - of A.D. Tompkins, -this area 
MUST. HAVE TAKEN;THE PRESENT." SITE OF" INVERNESS OF WHICH 
THERE IS NO M B N T I 0 N. M A D E ."" F THE P R ES E NT SITE 0F~ INVERNESS " 

FIRST KNOWN AS TOMPKINSVILLE. I HOPE SOME ONE HAS ' 
DATE.OF WHEN THE .'NAME WAS'CHANGED T 0 ' I N V E R N E S S .

WAS SETTLED BY ' THE. Cr0FTS AND Njc'kERSONS ■
from Texas i n .-. 1881. - .In. 1882 " a .post off i ce . was •

BY W. G .‘:.CROF,T AND'WAS LOCATED'AT HIS HOME,' I TT. 
. of Lake. Tsala Apopka not -far,east of the present'

. "Baptist Church (First. Bapt ist) . The ma i l c’arr i er .was- ■ ■
N.obe Cason who _has- a ’number of descendants’ i n Citrus County’ -." 
now. Mail was brought_. from Brooks v i lle . on horseback.
The next mail stop was Camp • I zzard.across the river near 

’-Stokes Bridge.^ . • •. -
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51

AND
DAYS A -
Had. , 
FOR A

These were
THE AREA THAT

‘.882 by Dr. Norton-.
Lecanto had a

At the 
 .. POPULATION

.'of 125. A unjon church (with Rev. J.B..Harrelson as rectqr), 
a high school (E. A. Harr i son , pr i nc i p al) , • and John . E.K-i ng 
WAS postmaster-other residents of.the community who owned
orange groves and 'farms were H. B. King, Josiah King, John , 

• _A. Allen, and J.J. Davis. Many, descendants of these pio­
neers ARE LIVING IN LECANTO AND INVERNESS NOW. ’'

Lecanto was settled in 
time this Webb history- was written, 

125. A unjon church (with Rev. 
HIGHI 

POSTMASTER--- OTHER
groves

Miss Marion King, daughter of John E. King' who once ;
■-■■' REPRESENTED C I T R U S - C OU N T Y AS SENATOR, ..I BELIEVE- WAS ALSO 

County Surveyor..’ ' -- . .

ants of J.B.Davis, 
: '.authentic history of 
v SERVATION OF'NATURAL

--■!'~_NEED FOR AUTHENTIC HISTORY 
'■’ ' "RANKS OF THOSE CLEAR-HEADED
'/•..thin'. The’Allen families', the'Kr»G families, 

Barnes descendants and otkers'Svhose names 
AT'THIS TIME ALL PLAYED' A_N IMPORTANT.. PART

/"• -- My HUSBAND, THE LATE R.M.SPIRES, CAME TO THIS SECTION ' .
/ ABOUT 1880 WITH HIS WIDOWED MOTHER,. TWO' OLDER BROTHERS AND

'- A YOUNGER SISTER. I THINK THEY SETTLED NEAR STAGE POND.' • 
He was born ne ar-Melrose , .Fla . T n Putman Co'unty', February -■ ....

■ 4, 186T. Having struggled for ex i stance, through the'days
’-•or' RECONSTRUCT i ON, THEY HEARD OF .TH E 0 P R 0 R TU N I T I E S FOR WORK ' 

DOWN HERE, AND MOVED BY OX CART IN'.HIGH HOPES OF- BETTERING.1 .' 
THEIR CONDITIONS', WHICH THEY DID. SECURING WORK CLEARING

' LAND AND PLANTING ORANGE GROVES ATA DOLLAR. A DAY, AND A 
day;s WORK THEN .WAS FROM SUNRISE UNTIL SUNSET, SIX 
week. When he came 21, he rode horseback to Ocala. 
HIS FIRST TRAIN RIDE TO Ga.I N ES V I'LLE TO STAKE A CLAIM

-■ HOMESTEAD. THE TRIP TOOK THREE._DAYS.

■ The Ha i r ■ brothers of' Inverness are d i-rec.t-descend- 
of J.B.Davis, a man who could have added much to an 

THIS COUNTY, BUT AS THE NEED FOR CON- 
RESOUR-CES WAS NOT REALIZED, SO THE

WAS NOT RECOGNIZED UNTIL'THE ' " 
RESOURCEFUL PIONEERS BEGAN TO 

" • - ■ , THE JOHN ’
> I DO NOT RECALL

AT~THIS TIME ALL PLAYED' AN IMPORTANT.. PART IN THE ECONOMIC/,. 
■DEVELOPMENT OF THE C OU N T Y , . G E 0 G R A PH I C A LL Y . . . . Le C A N TO IS ' ...
ALMOST THE CENTER,OF THE COUNTY.

THE ONLY TOWNS MENTIONED THAT THEN EXISTED" 
later became Citrus County.,'
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A

)

OFF WORK .

THE COUNTY LAND .

SMALL
HAD

I N THE - TCP OF A 
to eat. They doth 

TIME, AND TOOK OFF 
TO CARRY THE CHA IN

BEAR HAD A
HE WAg 

OF A CABBAGE
DISCOVERED
I N
FOR

START
ANQ. BOUGHT SUPPLIES 

TOGETHERY THEY WORKED
AND, OF COURSE, 

WAS A FEW HEAD OF 
THROUGH THE YEARS 
BRANDING THE 
One or two 
AND PUTTER

A
CLAIM FOR’160 ACRES., 
AND LIVE ON THE 
FINAL TITLE. HE 
W I TH'.HAND-ROVE (SPLIT)

CLEARED 
WHENEVER

FINALLY 
head. Marking and 
TH'E BATTLE NEEDED. 
KEPT "TO PROVIDE MILK

FRIGHT. 
AND THE 
DIG OUT 
ABOUT THE 
He ALSO

Once he and a'black 
■Wh I LE WORK I NG -THERE 
DEAR WAS 
THE BUD 
SAME 

HELPED

MUTUAL EXPERIENCE OF 
CUTTING UNDERBRUSH, 

PSLM , TRYING TO 
EACH OTHER' 

DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS.
THE FIRST SURVEY OF '

A CROP. He ALSO SPLIT- - 
About 1885 he married -- 
OF A HIGHLY RESPECTED.

BRAVE
L I TTLE MORE THAN' 
On their way,they.

TO THE AMOUNT 
TO MAKE _‘ 

SOON HAD . BETTER.
EANGE CATTLE 
TO SEVERAL HUN — 

CALVES WERE ALL THE
OF THE BEST MILKERS • 
FOR THE FAM ILY .

In TAKING 
FOR‘160

LIVE ON 
TITLE.

When the land adjacent 
FARMING AND PLANTING ORANGE 

NIGHT WITH H.IS 
W I F"E AT HOME 

FENCE RAILS TO 
HE SPLIT AT NIGHT 

MENTIONED BEFORE THAT 
THE HOMOSAS-SA TOWNS I TE 

I 
WAS

HOMESTEAD ONE WAS ALLOWED TO STAKE 
THE MAXIMUM LIMIT, BUT. MUST IMPROVE 

PROPERTY FOR EIVE YEARS BECFORE SECURING 
BUILT "A 12 X 18 PINE LOG HCUSE COVERED 

) SHINGLES, WOOD SHUTTERS FOR WIN­
DOWS, CLEARED A SMALL PLOT TO PLANT A CROP. 
RAILS WHENEVER HE HAD NO OTHER JOB. Lecnarah Clark, 15 year old daughter of a 
FAMILY WHO WERE EARLIER PIONEERS. He TOOK THIS 
CHILD WIFE TO HIS HUMBLE HOMESTEAD WITH 
FAITH AND DETERMINATION TO START LIFE.
stopped in Crystal. R i ver 
OF LESS THAN FOUR DOLLARS. 
THE BEST OF WHAT THEY HAD, The young wife's dowery 
WHICH FINALLY INCREASED 
DRE D 
CARE 
WERE

BEING OPENED' • • 
FIVE. 

PA I L TO 
ANY NEIGHBORS," 

Most of
1 S H 0 U L 0‘ 

HELPED TO. 
HAMMOCK AND PALMETTO 

THIS WORK AS IT WAS BE- ' 
He TOLD OF THE DELIC— 

enjoyed Saturday.nights. -They 
KNOCKING

. I-TO THE LAKE WAS
FOR FARMING AND PLANTING ORANGE GROVES, HE WALKED 
M 1 LES. MORN I NG AND NIGHT WITH H.IS AXE AND DINNER
'work. Leaving his wife at home miles from 
HE WENT TO LAY FENCE RAILS TO ENCLOSE MORE-LAND. 
THE RAILS HE SPLIT AT NIGHT BY'bONO FIRE LIGHT.

■ HAVE MENTIONED BEFORE THAT HE AND' HIS 'BROTHERS 
CLEAR THE HOMOSAS-SA TOWNS I TE OF DENSE 
GROWTH. I DO NOT KNOW THE DATE OF 
FORE I WAS BORN IN MARION COUNTY. 
IOUS OYSTER STEWS' THE CREW 
GATHERED THE OYSTERS AFTER

AND 
Leaving his 

LAY 
SPLIT AT 

BEFORE

WENT
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BEFORE THIS

•j

At one
TWO SOUTH

DRAWN

OUTTh

THEY
LIVED

A 
“0

' I
/'•I

AND
These were

but
THE
ONE TRIED

AT
WAS
ALTHO OTHERS

TIME.

THAT A DOG DIGGING 
LED '0 FURTHER ’l N— •
THE"RAILROAD GAME 

CAMPS OF ~ - .

T I'M E WE 
BOUND 

BY

NOT ABLE TO FIND THE Another community 
SCHOOL AND A 

WERE AS 
ABOU-T 
WAS

Th I S •
I NVERNESS , ' .

INTO USE, 
THAT NO .'

P IONEERS . IS 
ROCKS WHICH 

IS WAS BEFORE
THE . 0 ISCOCERY OF PHOSPHATE, 
ALMOST OVER NIGHT. TH E -A . C . L . ' R A I L R 0 A D

R I GHT—.D.F —WAY 
A DEPOT..

I N 
CAME 
LOSS

The ‘PRESENT POSTMASTER AT HERNANDO, ALSO MRS. SUSIE.Muldrow ano .the Spooners of Hernando are cescendants of-..' |
"Billy" Anderson. . The Spooner homestead i? part of the • '... ;i Chappels Paradise Cottages. • Fred Hensley ,akeside Cottages-.
AND OTHER HOMES ON THE NORTH END OF THE LAKE. ’. .

The story told by 'some 
A GOPHER HOLE THREW 

AND TEST I NG . 
BUT WITH 

SPRUNG UP
TOWN IF THEY WOULD 
AND 
ON 

GOOD

HAD TWO NORTH BOUND
TRAINS DAILY, WITH
STEAM ENGINES. At FIRST

NIGHT.
BE. G I VEN A 

THEY WOULD ALWAYS MAINTAIN 
RECORD IN THE COURT HOUSE 
ROADS.AND THE AUTOMOBILES 

COMPANY WAS OPERATING AT SUCH A 
MAKE THEM KEEP THEIR AGREEMENT.

I WAS NOT ABLE TO FIND THE DATE THAT CITRUS COUNTY
WAS FORMED. ANOTHER COMMUNITY NOT MENTIONED IN HISTORY.WAS 

WHERE THERE-WAS A SCHOOL AND A P.OSTOFF CE. -I AM NOT SURE 
WHO THE FIRST SETTLERE WERE AS THE P OS 70 F F I C E ' A N D THE SCH­
OOL WERE DISCONTINUED ABOU-T THE TIME- I CAME TO HeRNANDO. 
TH£ POSTMASTER'S NAME WAS BROTT AND I THINK THEY CAME FROM 
Michigan., Dudley Brott who was born there lived in Hern-., 
ANDO UNTIL HIS RECENT DEATH. TwO FAMILES OF ANDERSON'S 
W.H. (Billy) and Huston ... they were all neighbo_rs of.my 
husband and family.

passenger tra I NS 
several freight traus.

wood BURNERS X .-

Hernando was originally a homestead ovned by a Mrs. Nickerson who bargained ;with West Coast Developemtn•Comp-, •. 
ANY TO LAY OFF A TOWN .SITE. SHE WAS TO OWN EVERY OTHER 
LOT, THE TOWN'PLAT OR MAP WAS RECORDED AT THE COURT HOUSE • 
I n- 1891 r I oel I eve i n September . This was a -ter.'THe d ic- . _
COVERY OF PHOSPHATE' DY AlBURTUS VOGT. ALTHO OTHERS CLAIM ? 
TO HAVE- DISCOVERED PHOSPHATE

I NTO 
VEST I GAT I ON 
TH I S FAR, 
LABORERS 
PROMISED.THE 
THROUGH TOWN, 
ARRANGEMENT IS 

AFTER THE 
RAILROAD 

TO
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A

WA S

ROOM
OUT
THE

TEN YEARS 
the Croft 
DROUGHT 

ON

THE
THE

A 
A

WAS 
A ■ M A I L . 
HOCK

WHICH
WOOD
M I LES

’MANY 
BECAME 
THEN

ROLLING
A LITT
CHILD

WAY ’ AND
THE

WOOD RACKS
WITH MULE
CHANGED
DIESEL

, I
THE FIRST MERCHANT

OFFICE TEN YEARS DEFORE 
of the Croft family 

AND the MAIL WAS DROUGHT DY 
The’ carrier went on to .the

JUST ACROSS THE W I T H L A C 0 C C'H E E 
bridge on Highway 200. ’ There was 

PEOPLE ' CROSSED BY FERRY OPERATED 'BY.A .
AND-.’FC.R MANY YEARS THE CROSSING HAS; 

' AM SORRY I DO NOT KNOW THE ’ 
TOCCME. HERE.

.’The depot 
. GRAPH, EXPRESS 

FOR 
THERE WERE NO REST ROOMS 
LONG LOAD I NG 

CRANE AND THE 
ARRANGEMENT.

WOULD STOP ALONG 
FJLLED RACKSDUILT 
APART.

W0.OD 
SCARCE, 

I N RECENT

TELE­
WAITING 

PASSENGERS, . 
Outs ide 

ON 
OF

Hernando had a post 
established.’. An ancestor

PLATFORM.
MA IL CLERK REACHED

WAS
•- - FIRST POSTMASTER’

from Brooksville.
. -OFFICE WHICH WAS CAMP I Z Z.A R D
”’ River near the present

. - ‘ ..NO BRIDGE THEN SO
MAN NAMED STOKES."

■ " DEEN CALLED’STOKES FERRY, 
NAMES OF Tu-

I S ,
■ melons 

PRODUCE
.- KNIVES -AS 

THE PECK ANO BUSHEL.
- LABOR CAMPS WHERE LARGE .TENTS 
-. OR ERS' AS WELL AS TO
THE' SUPERINTENDENTS 
ROADS BEING' BUILT.

PITS WERE
I N

THE TOWN- 
WAS THE 

HORSEBACK. 
NEXT; POST

THE 
ALONG 

Keep i ng the 
CUTTERS ANO MEN 

THE ENGINES 
YEARS TO THE

LOAD THE TENDERS FROM 
SIDE THE TRACKS SEVERAL 

F I LLED GAVE JOBS - TO­
TE AMS . .’After wood ’ ’ 

OVER T.O COAL BURNERS,. 
ENGINES.

COUNTY -SOLO ALL THE PRODUCE
EGGS, FRUIT, BEEF, PORK, AND 
Many of them sold their'

’ AND MEAT. ' .
WERE SOLD

TO THE

-’The farmers all over the 
THAT IS, VEGETABLES, CHICKEN, 

THAT THEY COULD RAISE. 
TO OTHER COVERED WAGONS, USING SCALES 
MEASURES .... POTATOES ANO 0 R A-N G E S WERE SOLD DY

THESE. PEDDLERS WENT TO THE VARIOUS'.- 
WERE” USED TO SERVE THE LAD-. -

THE HOUSES. WHAT .HAO DEEN BUILT FOR 
OF THE PHOSPHATE PLANTS AND TH e’ RAIL 
All labor was done by ha'nd. These - - -

- OLDEST PHOSPHATAE PITSWERE DUG WITH PICK AND SHOVEL, AND . *- 
■MEIN ROLLING THE DIRT OUT IN CV E R D U R 0 E N E D WHE E L D A R R 0 W S
-UNTIL A LITTLE LATER MULES AND.SCRAPES WERE USED.- THERE 

NO CHILD LABOR LAW THEN ANO NO LAW COMPELLING CHILD—

WHICH HAD A LARGE FREIGHT ROOM, 
ANO TICKET OFFICE COMBINED,..HAD 

THE WHITE AND ONE FOR THE COLORED, 
AND NO WATER. 

The mail was, hung
IT.BY a' SORT
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OPEN­MULESDROVE

[

T

There was no WH I “E ' £V- B

-

L

(!.

•i

1 N- WAS

1902 WHEN 'THE PAYROLL- NUMBERS). ' 
HELPED TO DO’

REN TO GO TO SCHOOL. SC MANY.' CHILDREN 
ING THE PHOSPHATE PITS.

OPEN WELL IN THE - 
streets. - Travel- 
ducket .. Then • . _•
TROUGH ALONG SID.'

■Everybody had lots of
TIMES OF"PLENTY, THEY 
MUCH DRUNKENNESS 

LAWLESS ACTS, OUT NOT 
DEEDED FOUR LOTS TO T-HE TOWN HERNANDO FOR A CEMETARY. THIS 
IS NOT AS WELL CARED FOR AS IT SHOULD DE, FOR HERE RESTS 

SOME OF THE PIONEERS OF OUR TOWN. - At ONE TIME, THE NEGROES . . 
USED .THE ADJOINING LOTS FOR DUR I AL ’ GROUND, OUT LATER MOVED 
TO A PLOT ACROSS TOWN. DURING THE EARLY DAYS,•THE PHOS- 
PHATE COMPANIES EMPLOYED A NUMBER OF ITALIANS AS LABORERS

MQNEY, OUT, AS IS ALWAYS THE WAY 
DID NOT SPEND IT WISELY. THERE

AND. GAM BL I NG . ACC0MP AN I ED BY OTHER
MUCH STEALING. MRS. NICKERSON.

town Hernando for a cemetary.
FOR AS IT SHOULD BE, 

OUR TOWN. - At ONE
GROUND,

ACTS, 
FOUR
AS
THE
ADJOINING
ACROSS TOWN.

COMP AN I ES

These are nat ives of'the Island of Sicily ano.their 
-'GROUPS WERE'KILLED IN AN ACCIDENT AND THE COMPANY SENT 
SOME NEGROES TO DIG A GRAVE.- THE NEGROES DUG THE GRAVES ' ■ 
IN THE NEGRO CEMETARY AS THE SCILIANS HAD ALWA-YS ASSOCI­
ATED WITH THE NEGROES. WHEN THE COFFIN WAS. BROUGHT I N "0 
“TOWN IN A TWO MULE WAGON LOADED'WlTH FRIENDS, ANO THER 
FOUND. THE GRAVE IN THE N E G R O' C E M E T AR Y , THEY FAIRLY'-WEhT 
WILD AND GOT SHOVELS AND ALMOST GOT ..IN EACH OTHER-1 S HAY ’ ■.'.’s 
TO .OPEN A GRAVE IN THE WHITE CEMETARY. ’1 THINK THE ''RON 
CROSS’ THEY PUT AT’ THE HEAD OF THE GRAVE IS STILL THERE.

AND HELPED TO DC DRESSMAKING.?
" DRESSES -WERE OF VERY- CHEAP 

.With everyone’ making a lot of 
FROM VERY LOVELY MATERIAL.

. • I -FIRST CAME HERE IN
2,000 OR MORE. I CLERKED 
At THAT TIME THE HEADY-MADE 
MATERIAL AND NO STYLE. ~ 
MONEY, WE MADE DRESSES

SC MUCH DRUNKNESS AND SHOOTING

Most of the town used-water from an 
CENTER OF THE CROSSING OF LaKE AND.MaIN 
ERS WCULC-DRAW WATER AND DRINK.FROM THE 
THEY WOULD WATER THEIR TEAM IN A WOODEN 
OF THE WELL . .
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MUCH HISTORY 
CORRECT AND 
TRIED, SOME 
REGULAR

AS I CAN OBTAIN AT THIS 
IT MAY NOT BE....LIKE ALL 
HOLES HAVE DEEN KNOWN TO 

HISTORY.HAS BEEN'.KEPT.

(This has bee.n copied'from a history taken from the 
Inverness Chamber of Commerce .... i t has this notation"- 
".... Ep i thcr1s■note: . Through the courtesy of'Mrs.Mary
MacRae of Homosassa,', pres 1.dent, of the County"s'Histori-

■ cal Society, The • Chron i cle brings '.this story of- the-CIty 
of Inverness.) • . ■- ■ ■ •' - - :

x . This is as 
•time. It may be

. OTHERS. THAT HADE
SHOW UP". . AS NO

'+ + + +.+ + + + + + +.+ + + ■
In THE VERTICAL FILE AT THE INVERNESS LIBRARY?. ARE SEV- 

. ERAL OLD p'fCTURES OF HOMES, DRAWINGS, AND ARTICLES WITH 
I’- REFERENCE TO CITRUS COUNTY.'  ' " ", " "•

THE STREETS 
I N . T H E

■•..Also on the wall, by ..the door, is a picture of .Inverness 
. TAKEN IN 1927, SHOWING THE. TOWN AT THAT T IME’ •' • < 7 '

'Books may' be borrowed from the Inverness Library on
Citrus County'....Judge Mays "GATORS, SKEETERS', AND
■MALARY" (Volumn 1) and his book-"FROM DAWN TO SUNSET"
(Vo lu mn 2) . Filed in classification #917.59. ar eseveral.
BOOKS -ON Flor I DA. .. .'AND- IN- classification #975 ARE."A_LSO ,^='

•. .books on Florida History. '

WOMAN OR
BLEW TO
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Women made their

l
t

SPIRES
continued from Page 1C brooms from broom 

sedge in the fall when it 
was no longer in the 

growing stage.

the community turned out to help. 
One or two prepared the body for 
burial. Someone built the coffin. 
Others dug the grave. Clothes to 
be worn at the funeral were 
washed and ironed by helping 
hands.

“Most families,” her account 
stated, “had only one best outfit 
for such special occasions as 
church, a funeral or wedding”

In her later years she wrote,' 
“There weren’t as many diseases 
as now. We ate wholesome food 
which was fertilized by natural or-

old mule” his father owned when 
he was a boy, saying he thought 
his father had the mule around 
“more or less to keep us boys off 
the streets.”

When they arrived home from 
school they had to change their 
clothes and drive out to some land 
their father owned.

“We’d work until it was almost 
dark," Perl recalled. “Coming 
home, we could lay down in the 
wagon and that mule would come 
up to the highway, then stop. If a • 
car was coming he'd wait until it 
was safe to cross.”

He described how some , of the 
orange trees his father planted 
from seeds that he and his broth­
ers had saved were recently bull­
dozed down.

‘The freezes had hurt them bad­
ly,” he said. “Still, they were gi­
ants and I hated to see them go.”

Like the orange trees, the tum- 
of-the-century couple who lived to

. - versary, are now just a memory.
Spires died at the age of 86 

shortly after their anniversary 
gathering Mrs. Spires who, in her 
old age was affectionately called 
“Granny Spires.” died at the age 
of 80 August 19,1964.

At the time of her flmeral Nor­
vell Bryant eulogized her: “She 
was always ready to lend a help­
ing hand to the civic and spiritual 
needs of Hernando. She will be 
missed, but her good deeds and 
life will live on.”

One of those who remembers 
Granny Spires vividly is Mrs. John 
Croft whose husband went to 
school with some of the Spires 
youngsters and who is descended 
from Hernando’s original settlers.

“I used to have stacks of feed 
bags I’d shafre with her," Mrs. 
Croft remembered. “She’d run 
them up as aprons and give me 
half. I think I still have one of 
those aprons."

The Chronicle correspondent 
would no doubt be as pleased that 
some of her handiwork has been 
saved as she would be upon learn­
ing that someone preserved a few nis younger ororner, ren ana of her j newspaper arti- 

his wife, who lived in southern. c]es 5

“My father thought fashion was 
the devil,” she recalled. “So pat­
terns came from neighbors who 
secured them from city relatives. 
They were not mentioned in the 

■ family circle.”
One of her vivid childhood 

memories was of the family doc­
tor, who impressed her as he 
stepped down from his buggy, 
“looking very tall and dignified in 
his stiff top hat, black cutaway 
coat and gray striped trousers.”

“In my childish imagination, I 
was sure the devil looked like 
him,” she confessed, “except the 
devil had horns.”

She described one of his typical 
visits.

“He would look at the . .tongue, 

and some sj 
flour. From his black bag he’d 
take a bottle of quinine, measure a 
bit into a saucer with some of the 
flour, mix with the syrup, pinch off 
a roll, sprinkle the saucer with 
flour, forming round pills, which 
he set aside to dry with calomel."

The whole process involved 
more “sorcery,” according to her, 
and was to be taken in the next 
eight hours with castor oil.

The Chronicle correspondent 
recalled scrubbing the pine floors 
with lye to which soap and coarse 
white sand were added.

According to Mrs. Spires, the 
great scourge of the day was ty­
phoid fever and many died from 
it

In those days the funeral had to 
be held the day after the death.

r - - •- / wuue uew vvcij> uii uieni. vuuneu>yrup, plus a spoonful of ■ with home cured meat^ sweet 
,m his black bag he d tetoes> corn pon6i soda

home made preserves and boiled 
coffee for dinner.”

“But I confess,’’she wrote with 
humor, “I would end my visit be­
fore the old wash board and 
boiled pot wash day arrived.”

Photos of three or four of the 
good-looking Spires sons can be 
found in Hampton Dunn’s book on 
Citrus County history, “Back 
Home, A History of Citrus County, 
Florida.” Two survivors are resi­
dents of the Hemando area.

N.B., one of the sons who is now 
a widower, recently stated toat his 
father disliked his first name, Ri­
chard. “Everyone called him by 
his second name, Milledge.”

He spoke of his mother's active 
role in Hernando's early days. 

Since there were no undertakers, “She was among those who got the 
j PTA started,” he said. “She also

helped to found the Civic Club 
and the Methodist Church.”

According to him, his father was 
quite a disciplinarian. “I guess 
that’s why I left home at an early 
age.” he admitted good-naturedly.

His younger brother, Perl and 
pl« 11 - 

Florida for many years and who 
also retired to the family home­
town, have a fine collection of 
Spires photographs, plus the deed 
to the Spires homestead and other 
treasured mementos.

ganic material. We worked hard, He recently spoke of “a little,'

felt the need of being clean, went 
to bed early, started the work day 
while it was cool and the air fresh.

“We found that you could get as 
much work done in the early 
morning as you could in all the 
rest of the day.”

In a later article she admitted 
that she loved all the modem con­
veniences, but would love to go 
back to the time “when breakfast 
was cooked on a wood stove, din­
ner was served by lamplight and 

' there would be vegetables grown
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HEALTHSENiORS
CITRUS COUNTY

'ip, A look at the early Hernando area 
from the writings of a Chronicle 
newspaper correspondent who 

commented oh styles, health and' 
people in the early 1900 s.

. I
Even as a little girl, Mrs. Spires loved to write,ac-.T?£i' 
cording to her son, Perl, who recalls his mother o/jpA: 

he table and writing news items and her ;»7£

SOKYLANE1
played a leading role for many years in the coun­
ty’s Home Demonstration group.

A lover of unusual tales, she wrote of an elderly 
widow who had a pet hen as her constant compan- 

AVE YOU EVER heard of pot li- ion. In fact, the hen lived in the house with her.
""nr7 After the widow died, her son hired an elderly

ires, the 100-year-old Chronicle’s carpenter to stay in the house and keep an eye on 
...... I correspondent, considered it the property. He had hardly moved in when the

' the elixir of life for people around hen appeared at the door, clucking and chattering, 
. the turn of the century. then Dew past the caretaker into the house. The

..... .She .wrote that many who passed the century old man, who believed that the dead return in an; 
' 'mark.owed’their lives.to good pot liquor patiently other form, ran all the way to Hernando, a mile 
.spooned into baby mouths by loving-parents or away. 1

; grandparents.’-. ■ “The old lady is'back!” he shouted.'No explana-
' “Then they got the idea of straining baby food, tion about the woman’s unusual pet could pep 

. /Jpying. mothers,/nore time to feel sorry for them- suade him to return.
/’■’selves of find fault with their lot in life." For Mrs. Spires, no subject was too big or too

Pot liquor was a broth from garden vegetables small. They ranged from such human interest tales 
. cooked slowly, for a long time. According to Mrs. as the caretaker to a detailed history of Methodism 

Spires, it was enjoyed as a pick-me-up by babies, in Hernando. "My hobby is people," she‘wrote in 
work-weary men and women and school childi 

. The Chronicle correspond 
rccr with the paper sometin 

; uted to the pape

^7—^' Spires, the’lOO-^car-oid Chronicle's . . . . ____ ,_______

r.. fL. first correspondent, considered it the property. He had hardly moved in when the 
*- of life for people around hen appeared at the door, clucking and chattering,

then flew past the caretaker into the house. The 
»y old man, who believed that the dead retui 
ly other form, ran all the way to' Hernando 

away. ‘ '
“The old 1 \ _• -:.

tion about the woman's unusual pet could per­
suade him to return. . :‘

For Mrs. Spires, no subject was too big or too 
small. They ranged from such human interest tales 
as the caretaker to a dztz.1  

babies, in Hernando. "My hobby 
enand school children. an account of her life.
ident, who began her ca- Bom and raised on a farm near Ocala, the for-

... ,..'-ame around 1915 contrib- mer Ethel Ruth Carrington married Spires, a wid-
, uted to the’ paper for more than 27 years, writing ower, in 1905. She raised his motherless children cording to her son' Perl who rccallshis mother^ 

disdainfirlly of the new method of cooking vegeta- and a family of her own, spending the rest of her sitting at the table and writing news items and her"? 
bles only.(10 or 15 minutes: ‘The difference be- days in the same two-story Hernando house. Still tales for the Chronicle when h«» w, 
tween the old and new is that between mtiv --*- v- •

IB-— --.•(■fltfhe'.Hernando.home of the century:old Chronicle’s first correspondent, Mrs. Richard Millcdge Spires, who died at 80 in 1964, is s’chec 
;;..whcn U;S.'41 is wideped. Her son, Perl Spires, and his wife, Nettie, residents of Hernando, shod in front of the old house which bring

I .;»jriesof.hfsboyhood. ■ •’a. q . '

1 ■■"'ffiOIIlG DO
By Esther Duncan
Cbroniclewriter

.JMMM 
This reproduction Is of an early photo of the old Hernando home 
of the Post-Reconstruction period built by Richard Millcdgo



Ethel Carrington Spires

Parents:
1907

Children:
b: 12 Mar. 1884

half brother

Children: four, knownnames not
2nd wife: Ethel Ruth Carrington 1882M:

Children:

25 grandchildren, 1 great grand child

14 Feb.Putnam Co D: 28 Sept 1947
19 Aug 1964

Ethel Spires helped her husband in the post office where he

Richard Millage Spires
1st wife: Lenora Irene Clark

half sister 
half sister 

Jessie Turnipseed

Ethel Leone 
Beulah M. 
Ila May 
Lottie 
Ada Lou 
L.V.
Richard M.Jr.
N. B
Harold W.
Perl
Francis R 
Claude H

( Mrs.W.E.Grono)
( Mrs.John C Brown) 
never married

( Mr.Clark)

Ethel Ruth 
James G. 
Beulah M. 
Carrie Richie 
Annie Akin

Richard Millage B: 
bur:Greenwood,Ocala
Ethel Carrington D:

Mary Ellen Turnipseed
b:
d: 10 Nov.

m: 1882
Janies Carrington

b: 17 Oct 1838
d: 15 Apr. 1924 Confederate Veterans Home,

Jacksonville, Fl



They both took the oath ofFl.

For forty

reporter for the Citrus County Chronicle.a

preserved in the archives of the Historical Society

from the founding of towns around Citrus

><i y

■i

t'

I
was 
postmaster in Hernando, 
office.
She worked beside him for the first thre< years af hef 
marriage.
She later worked with him in a general cl ore. 
years 
she was

Her articles are fascinating to read and have been put into 
two 
notebooks by the Society.She had much of a hand in the fund 
raising
for the building of Citrus Memorial Hospital. She helped in 
the
founding of the hospital auxiliary.

Her participation accounted for the Rebekah Lodge and the 
First
Methodist Church of Hernando, as well as the Hernando Civil 
Club, Inc. She was one of the first officers active in the 
founding of the Hernando PTA. She died at the age of 80.

The articles are 
County 
to small histories of many of the pioneer families. 
Phosphate 
mining, early postmasters, family doctors to how to make a 
coffin.

a journaJ styLe,Her many articles were written by hand in 
they 
are now 
and 
have been transcribed and typed for ease of reading.
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Remember that you must botH-W)

PASS THE WORD AL®
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KNOW?
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theatre

Shanghai, China, 
Sept. 8, l£30.
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A number of young folks of Pleas­
ant Grove attended a dance at Lake 
lolla Saturda ynight.

orter of 
ere■Sun-

Dear Mother:
Your letter of August 23rd receiv­

ed and it was the second I have re­
ceived since I landed. We had a pleas­
ant trip of 75 days so I spent the 
summer on the water. Our first stop 
was Port Au Prince where we re­
mained overnight. I didn’t take lib­
erty there. Their money is gourds, 
and five of them are equal to one of

J.

!

'' "’ere 
•^arion
Union 

‘;is held 
1 'week.

aiorn- 
°ni each 
of this 
of the 

‘nd Mrs. 
■' River, 
°f this 

laborate 
Funnel-

Letter From Harold Spires, 
U. S. Marines in China

It is clearly shown by the above 
JORITY of the VOTES in the PRIM. 
5. By reason of that fact I feel that it 
they did not have the right to vote fo

There is a blank space or line h 
friends and those who believe in a rr 
an X mark before same and it will

Candidate I County Com

“X-J 
on the blank line in the space left fo: 
one for County Commissioner District

Mr. Leroy Rooks was a 
visitor in Inverness Friday of last 
week.

Mr. Evan Landrum was a visitor 
in Inverness Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. George Rooks are 
the proud parents of a baby daugh­
ter, Wanda Mae, born Saturday night, 
October 18ch.

Mr. Mitchell Langford and family

1. Who wrote “Crossing the Bar?”
2. What woman spent over $200,000 

of her own money seeking election to 
the senate ?

3. In what year was Texas admit­
ted to the Union?

4. What is Mahatma Ghandi try­
ing to bring about?

5. Who was the shepherd boy that 
became King of Israel?

6. Who is vice president of the 
United States?

7. When did the United States en­
ter the world war?

8. Who was the founder of 
Methodist Episcopal church?.

9j What is a submarine?
10. Who was Gene Tunney?
11. What nations are not members 

of the League of Nations?
12. What is the Dutch greeting ?
Answers will be found on page 7.

there three days but only tsayed eight 
hours. It was so rough while we 
were lying out in the harbor that the 
ship would go under at the front. 
The skipper said that we were mak­
ing 45 foot dips so you know that was 
some dive. From there we went to 
Manila where we had planned to stay 
three days but had to stay six to 
unload freight. Their pesos are equal 
to one half of our dollar and if you 
know what language they speak you 
can beat me. The people are brown. 
Our next stop was Hongkong where 
we stayed ten hours. I didn’t make 
liberty there, and then to Shanghai 
where I am now" and like it very 
much. The money runs from 2.48 to 
4.00 for one of our dollers. They have 
so many names for their money. The 
dollars are yens and mecks and they 
have ten, twenty and fifty cent bills.

Will close for this time. Write soon 
as it takes from fifteen to nineteen 

us to get mail from the

We, L. C. Yeomans, acting as Cha 
of Citrus County, Florida, Allan Macf: 
ida, and Margaret Morrison as Super 
and as such being and constituting the 
that at the Primary election held on tl 
of County Commissioner in the Demo, 
trict No. 5 of Citrus County, Florida, I 
ceived two hundred and four (204) v 
and two votes (202).

Accordingly we hereby declare a' 
the nomination of the Demacratic pa : 
and for said Fifth Conmmissioner’s D's

Dated at Inverness, Florida, on t

•here at the Crystal itivur inn. mi. . 
Michael spent most of his time on the * 
river fishing while here and caught] * 
some wonderful fish. Wednesday of | * * 
last week he caught three red fish 1 
weighing 14, 18 and 20 pounds each, 
and on Thursday, he caught a 26 
pound red fish beside a number of 
other fish.

Miss Thelma Hood spent the week­
end in Inverness as the guest of Miss 
Lena Sassard.

The Woman’s club will hold then* 
annual Halloween party at the club 
house Friday, October 31. Ther.e will 
be fun and stunts for old and young. 
Be sure to come.

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Sirkin of Day­
tona Beach, were guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Phil Rubin Sunday.

A. S. King and son of Inverness 
were here on business Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. John Waters of Dun­
nellon, were here Monday.

Love, 
HAROLD SPIRES, 

4th Marines, Co. 19, 
Shanghai, China, via Seattle, Wash.

I ■l:i
■ The following, which is 

recorded in the office 
i

our dollars. From there we -went to of Tampa, were visitors at the home 
Colon and Crystobal where we stayed of W. J. Baker Sunday.
overnight and I made liberty. Thein 
money is about the same a ours. The 
people are black and speak Spanish. 
The people in Haiti are black and 
speak French. It took us eight hours 
to go through the canal and on the 
other side are Balboa and Panama 
City, where we stayed three days and 
two nights. I made two liberties 
there. The money is the same as ours 
and there are a good many people 
from the States in Panama City and 
Spanish is the native language. 
From there we went to Nicaraugua, 
where we stayed a few hours but did 
not go ashore, then to San Diego, 
Cal., where we spent the Fourth- of 
July, then to Frisco and Mare Island 
where we went into dry dock for six 
days. We went from there to Hono­
lulu for two days. The city had a 
band to greet us in and to bid us fore­
well. They played until we were too 
far out to hear them. There are peo­
ple from all over the world there but 
we saw very few Hula Hula people. 
From there to Guam was our long­
est trip, ten days’ calendar time and 
nine days sailing time. We went to 
sleep Tuesday night and woke up 
Thursday morning. There was a 
typhoon and we lay out of the har­
bor for three days before we could 
go in. We were planning on staying
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