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River to school.
A previous event honored Brown 

and Agnes DeBusk, also an Ozello 
pioneer. Brown and his wife, the for­
mer Helen Hough of Crystal River 
and of a pioneer family herself, plan 
to attend the occasion. However, 
Agnes DeBusk, whose presence was 
anticipated, is now hospitalized and 
will be missed.

There will be a display of old

chairman of the committee, as well 
as C_l_ ..L..., ;______________
Marcia Beasley.

Saturday’s event will take place on 
Civic Center grounds, near the water 
tower. A huge banner out front will   
proclaim, “Pioneer Day, May 2nd.” will be able to hear many a 
Festivities will open at 11 a.m. and fascinating tale of what life in Ozello 
continue until 4 or 5 p.m.

times and is still a small, quiet com­
munity located on the water six 
miles west of U.S. 19 on S.R. 494.

Its long-time residents take great 
pride in their community and many 
old families in the county trace their 
roots to this area. There are still a 
number of families with members 
who attended the famous Ozello 
school, known as the “School of 
Knowledge,” located on an island 
which the children reached by boat.

John J. Brown is one such resident 
who was born in Ozello and has lived 
there all his life. The road he lives on 
is named after him. At one time he 
was in charge of getting the island 
children to and from the mainland by 
boat, then busing them into Crystal

   and on its nearby islands was like in
Ozello was settled" in Civil War this community’s early days.
-------- - „ . . Races and games will be held and 

special entertainment provided, in­
cluding Jack Smith and his “Kitchen 
Band” from the Multi-Purpose 
Senior Citizen Center at Lecanto.

A chicken barbecue will be served 
with tickets available for purchase 
at the door of the Civic Center. 
Proceeds from the barbecue will be 
used for the future installation of a 
shuffle board court.

“Everyone is welcome. In fact, 
we’re looking forward to meeting 
first-time visitors as well as old- 
timers,” Thelma Henderson. Com­
mittee Chairman, said. “There will 
be a lot of sunbonnets, so if you have 
one handy to wear you’ll biend in I 
with the crowd.

Step back in time 
to Ozello'o 'Pioneer
Day7 this Saturday 
By ESTHER DUNCAN 
Chronicle Writer

This Saturday, May 2, a lot of folks 
will be driving down a winding road 
in order to step back in time and visit 
with each other in Ozello, one of 
Citrus County’s oldest communities.

Called "Pioneer Day,” the event 
will honor its pioneers as part of this 
year’s County Centennial. Represen­
tatives of the Centennial Committee . .
will be there, including Alex Griffin, photographs, newspaper clippings 

cf the c: “•;!! and memorabilia in the Civic Center
Charles Allen, David Benton and for a11 to eni°y- Everyone is urged to 

bring whatever items they have to 
share with others.

Old-timers will naturally con­
gregate there and those interested 
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in his 70’s, looked at the sky and restored

“I said,

Please see School, page 5A
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was that the old school has been 
deeded to the Citrus County Histori­
cal Society.

“One day, perhaps soon, it will be 
_._.._.l as a National Historical 
Site,’ Mrs. Hindman concluded.

The applause rang out — from 
island old-timers and newcomers to 
the area alike.

After the program, Mrs. Peebles 
admitted that she had been ‘scared 
to death of water when she started 
teaching.’ She said, “I couldn’t 
swim and I was so glad that one of 
the first graders took charge of row­
ing for me.’

Geneva Stevens, who attended, 
said that she came because she had 
enjoyed both her mother’s and 
father’s tales of going to the little 
Ozello school.

Carl Stevens, who started school
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first school Ozello children attended 
was in Homosassa — on 
Island, about two miles down river 
between Tiger Tail and Hell’s Gate. 
An Indian village at one time, it had 
been named after Tiger Tail, its 
chief.

The first Ozello school was on an 
Indian shell mound on the north side 
of the'river. ‘Where Mrs. Bennett 
now lives,’ Mrs. Hindman pointed 
out. ‘Of cedar logs with a pine 
whingle roof, it was called Bayview 
School.’

The second schoolhouse was built 
about 1886 by William Henry Harri­
son Pratt who was given $75 by the 
county commissioners for the cost.

Mrs. Hindman talked of the island 
families’ dispute about the island's 
location. Living on both sides of the 
river, they finally compromised — 
by having it built smack in the 
middle of the river.

“And that’s how it came about that 
Ozello children all had to learn how 
to handle a boat right along with 
their ABC’s.

No school was held during the

said, looking around from student to student.
“Remember, no frogs or baby alligators will be 

allowed in the school room.’
She continued, clearing her throat, “If you want 

a drink out of the water bucket, hold up one finger. 
If you want to go to the little house out back, hold 
up two fingers.”

The occasion was Ozello’s Fourth Annual Pion­
eer Day celebration. This year’s theme was the 
historic “Isle of Knowledge School’ that was fea­
tured in Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not’ column in 
June 1940.

The scene was a skit of the early days of the old 
school back in the ’20s and '30s.

The woman re-enacting the role of the school's 
first teacher, Cattie Martin, was Jane Hindman, 
an Ozello resident who is known as a local histo­
rian and who started Pioneer Days four years ago 
with the celebration of old-timer, John Brown’s, 
birthday.

The students, who had attended the school in its 
early days were: Agnes and Horace DeBusk, Hor­
ace Brown, Carl Stephens, Gertrude Brown, 
Carey Stanoland, John Brown, Jim Waddington 
and Leon Watson. Polly Brimmage, Zeke Wells 
and Leon Head had been expected, but were unab-
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OZELLO PIONEER DAYS, held Saturday In Ozello, brought together old four. The two had met earlier In the day and took an Instant liking to each 
and young alike. Here Oral Butzer finds a new friend, Amanda Phell, age other. (Photo by Matthew Beck)

Bell’s ring brings memories of island school
By ESTHER DUNCAN
Chronicle Writer________________________

An old-fashioned school bell rang out at Ozello 
Saturday afternoon, calling together former stu­
dents who had gone to an island school by boat 
long ago.

Way back in the days of Readin’, Writin’, ‘Rith- 
metic — and Rowin’.

Seated at old-time wooden desks in deep shade 
on the Civic Center Grounds, the gray-haired 
group of nine or 10 listened to their prim, long- 
skirted teacher read some of the rules of the 
school.

‘Don’t tamper with anyone else’s boat,’ she
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Continued from 1A 
le to attend.

Sitting nearby and watching with 
broad smiles were two former teach­
ers: beloved Cattie Martin, who 
taught in Citrus County many years, 
and Ann Ashwood Speegle, who 
came all the way from Florence, 
Ala. Katy Lashly, one of the best 
known teachers, was unable to 
come. Both teachers who attended 
received special recognition for 
their contributions to the education 
of the island children.

The audience, of all ages, sat at 
tables and benches nearby, watch­
ing the re-enactment of the early 
scene at the famous island school 
with close attention. Many were the 
children of early students who had 
listened to tales of going to school by 
boat.
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winter, Mrs. Hindman said. The 
families were busy with fishing. By 
1930 the school term had reached five 
or six months. The school was used 
for holding church services for some 
time, she said, by a preacher travel­
ing from Leesburg.

“In those days,’ Mrs. Hindman 
said, “the Bible was read aloud 
every day in school.’

The year 1943 saw the ending of an 
era for the little island school. Gra­
dually, Mrs. Hindman said, the 
building began to deteriorate until 
finally all that remained was the 
roof — as late as 1977. At that time 
Ozello residents, sentimental about 
their old school, erected a flagpole 
there.

The good news that former stu­
dents, teachers and those who 

"'rhe teacher asked Horace Brown gathered at Ozello shared^together 
to stand.

“Now please spell ‘right’,’ she 
said.

Brown, a Crystal River fisherman 
DOW in ms i v b, luuikcu at uic any auu 
then his feet, shuffling. “R-A-T,” he 
slowly pronounced.

His teacher frowned, 
right not rat.’

‘Teacher, you told us to sound out 
our words, and that’s what I did. R- 
A-T.’

The crowd laughed uproariously, 
most remembering their own strug­
gles with spelling during school 
days.

“We’llnowhave our history class,’ 
the teacher announced.

The assembly then enjoyed a brief 
history of Ozello schools.

According to Mrs. Hindman, the

South—WhenjusrsixBrememberedTharhis—- 
teacher was Aunt Rosie Campbell.

“I remember that the Heads had 
five daughters there and the 
deBusks five boys,’ he recollected.

He had several of his early report 
cards, showing that Mrs. J. A. 
Osteen had been his teacher in 
1928-29 and Mary Belle Waring in the 
following year.

Besides the skit, other entertain­
ment included the Cowboy Junction 
Band, the “KoolKatz" and dances by 
the Good-Time Cloggers.

There were lots of games for the 
children, a chicken dinner and an 
arts and crafts exhibit by a group of 
Ozello artists who just recently 
banded together under the name of 
Ozello Island Art Group. Bertha 
Massey is the founding president.

The event was sponsored by the 
Ozello Pioneers and the Ozello Civic 
Club.

As a car pulled away, a senior lady 
was overheard saying, ‘Next year I 
hope we come earlier and get to 
enjoy it all.’
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TWO OF THE ORIGINAL 
—teachers of tfieFOzello ~

School, who were honored 
earlier in the day, Cattle 
Priest Martin, right, teacher 
of grades first thru eight, 
and Anne Ashworth Speegle, 
made a special trip all the 
way from Florence, Alabama 
to attend the celebration, sit 
together and talk about old 
times in Ozello.
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CARL STEVENS, a student 
at the Ozello School many 
years ago, holds up his 
fourth thru sixth grade 
report cards during the Ozel­
lo Pioneer Days held this 
Saturday.
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As the crowd is entertained by the Kool Katz Band, Charite Peebles, 
left, known to most Ozello residentsas the “Mayor of Ozello,” and 
Carl Eckart, background, keep cool under the trees from the hot sun. 
At left, the Ozello Pioneer Days also Included an art show with local 
artists being featured. Phyllis Milton, left, an Ozello artist concentrat­
ing on Island and nature scenes, speaks with art enthusiast Mary 
Medley, an Ozello resident, about her works of art.
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By Joe Espin 
NEWS Staff Writer
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The fellow who had told the catfish story finally 
conceded by saying, “Tell you what, if you shavea few 
pounds off the picture I’ll turn off the lantern in the 
catfish.”

And so it goes atyVann’s Seafood, Community 
Center and Fish StorySwap Club.
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Ocie Vann mixes business with pleasure in Ozello 
into the water. He returned the next night armed with
60-lb. test line and soon caught a 56-lb. catfish. When 
the catfish was gutted, the still-lit lantern was found 
inside.

To that, someone said, “Sure, I caught a grouper so 
. big the picture we took weighed5-lbs.”

Meet Ocie Vann, jolly son of the Sunshine State.
Born near Bartow in Polk County in 1931, this 

friendly native started life as a farmer, later learned air 
conditioning and refrigeration, and after a few years 
went into the automotive industry. In the 1960s he 
entered the building supply business, working 12 years 
with Scotty’s Hardware in Winter Haven.

A frugal, hard worker, Ocie was looking for an early 
retirement on the water. He and wife Ruth were 
exploring "he west coast north of Tampa in 1973 when 
they spotted the Ozello Trail.

“We had been traveling north on S.R. 19 and taking 
every road that led towards the Gulf.” Ocie told THE 
NEWS.

Captivated by the winding, picturesque trail, the With Ocie Vann as host,
myriad tidal creeks and estuaries of this area between visitors gather to swap 
Homosassa and Crystal River, where the St. Martins fish stories, just a few of
River meets the Gulf of Mexico, the Vanns decided to which are reported to be
make it their home. lies.

“Ruth remembered an old school mate who lived in 
Ozello and after a little searching, we located them and 
enlisted their help in finding a waterfront cabin.” A 

'cabin in their price range was found, and soon after, 
the Vanns moved to Ozello to enjoy retirement.

This life of leisure did not last long, however. Rising 
gasoline prices, and inflation in general, depleted their 
savings, forcing Ocie to find a new source of income. ’ 
He decided to try the seafood business. Thus, in 1976, 
with one ice chest and an old pickup truck, Vann's 
Seafood was born. ;

THE NEWS first learned of Vann’s Seafood from a
.friend who said, “Ocie makes the best smoked mullet  
in the state. Go down the Ozello road about five miles 
‘til you see the Palm Tavern, make a left on Waterman 
Drive, go another two blocks and you’ll see the sign on 
theright.”

We followed these simple directions and found 
much more than great smoked mullet. We found , 
Vann’s Seafood, Community Center and Fish Story 
SwamnClubi .  . ' I
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A hand-painted sign outside the rustic, brick-red 

cabin, owns up only to the seafood business, but don’t 
let that fool you! Sure, you can buy fresh seafood here, 
wholesaleor retail and at excellent prices too. -—

But the real heart and soul of this business are found 
in the little cedar grove, behind the cabin. An old 
picnic table under the cedars serves as the centerpiece 
for commercial fishermen and other folks to gather, 
banter, swap stories and very often have cookouts. 
Customers come and go all day long. Most of them 
lake the time to join in the conversations and banter 
that are a constant part of Ocic’s business. The 
friendly, gregarious nature of this individual soon has 
the newcomer feeling he is among old friends. * e

The day THE NEWS visited, Art Cannon ; 
commercial fisherman and the youngest member of 
the Swap Club was unloading blue crabs from his boat 
and good naturedly putting up with wisecracks Ronnie 
Peel and Ocie were making about Art’s habit of going 
down to Tampa to chase girls after getting paid.

Shortly thereafter Spencer Ward, a wholesale 
customer of Ocie’s, showed up to pick up a load of 
shark filletsand join in the bantering. Spencer supplies ’' 
the Reefrunner Restaurant and the Gator River Lodge 
with shark and comes from Wildwood to buy from 
Vann’s.

Spencer told THE NEWS, “Shark fillets are like a 
drug, once you try them you’rehooked.”

Charlie Peeples then showed up sporting a new 
haircut and got his share of kidding. Bob Lynch, 
Ocie’s next door neighbor stopped by to chat and get 
some ice and he too got his fair share of harassment 
about how much the ice was going to cost him.

Ocie makes it a practice to have food and places 
where they can take a nap ready for the commercial 
fishermen. Sort of a home away from home. “They 
may come in with a full load, and if the fish are running • 
they’ll want to go back out as soon as possible,” says • ■ 
Ocie.

The feeling of camaraderie that prevails is surpassed 
only by the stories told. There areserious ones, such as 
the time Art Cannon got caught in a lightning storm 
out in the Gulf and spent the entire time on his knees, 
praying. Or the time Ronnie Peel was getting ready to 
jump overboard and grab a sea turtle that was 
swimming by, but saw a huge shark under the turtle 
and quickly changed his mind.

You’re likely to hear some real tall ones, too. Like 
the one about the guy who caught a 45-lb. bream. They 
say he was using a 5-lb. cricket for bait. Then there's 
the one about a guy who was night fishing for catfish 
on the Withlacoochee and his 20-lb. test line was 
snapped by a fish at the same time knocking his lantern



1
■Ml

Faded memories of Roshelle 
School come into focus

Thirteen former students reunited 
Saturday near the site of the Roshell 
School on the Western Islands. The 
school’s last teacher, Ethel Puckett 
Winn, right, gets reacquainted former 
student Harold Waddington.
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once were a popular fishing and sightseeing area.

Sy Esther Duncan
Chronicle writer
/ / "X ur school is long since gone,
• w n n but we still have our memo­

pl Ifl ries," Harold Waddington, a
i/ former pupil of Roshelle 

School on Western Islands 
said at a reunion of 13 of the former students last 
week

“Those were golden days,” he added, his voice 
filled with emotion as his eyes swept over the 
attentive crowd. “We weren’t just neighbors; we 
were a family.”

1 Today, only a few Citrus Countians remember 
fhp .cnhnnl nr pvpn knnw whprp Western Islands is
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Mabel Willis, Jessie Yates, Hampton and Henry, 
the twins, Oscar (Jim) and Harold, plus Agnes 
Waddington Brown, a cousin. The oldest Wad­
dington sister, Myrtice Blalock, who lives in 
Hawaii, couldn’t attend the reunion.

Nell Boswell, a Georgia cousin, has been 
coming to Florida for years to visit her island 
relatives. “There’s no place I’d rather be than 
here,” she said, explaining that every winter her 
father brought the family to Western Islands for a 
month.

“I’d go to school here and after the visit I’d take 
my report card back to my Georgia school,” she 
said.

Speakers included thejirst ana last teacher
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Students of the Roshelle School recently reminisced over a fresh fish lunch. The school once stood on the Western Islands In the Gulf of Mexico Just beyond Ozello. The Islands B*cMn”
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Matthow B«V71w ChronicleStudents of the Roshelle School recently reminisced over a fresh fish lunch. The school once stood on the Western Islands in the Gulf of Mexico just beyond Ozello. The Islands
once were a popular fishing and sightseeing area.
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related, “but we didn’t get back until afternoon 
recess.”

The teacher gave themachoice—either take a 
licking and go home or stay after school. For some 
reason, he said, they decided to take their licking 
and go home.

“Of course we got another when we got home,” 
Carl remembered. “But the bad part of it was that 
the teacher kept our rabbit”

Uproarious laughter followed.
At the reunion were Lillian, Ruth and Ger­

trude Edge, Carl Ellis (his brother, Buck is 
deceased), The Waddington family members who 
attended were: Ruby Johnston, Frances Jones,

Faded memories of Roshelle 
School come into focus 

the school themselves. The county sent us a 
teacher and some books. We sat on boxes, but hadEllis and Edge families do. These were the three no desks for a time ”

<• i i i i—j _.iri j “Nor water,” a sister, Ruth Edge Smith, added.
“Remember how we’d set off to school with a 
lunch bucket in one hand and a bucket of water in 
the other?”

The teacher’s desk is still around, Mrs. Johns­
ton reminded them, on loan to a Christian school 
in Crystal River.

When Mrs. Johnston asked who else had a story 
to tell, Carl Ellis responded, saying he’d never

Ithe early ’20s,” she reminded her listeners. “So school.
| the three families bought the lumber and built “At morning recess two ofus boys decided to go

Mabel Willis, Jessie Yates, Hampton and Henry, 
the twins, Oscar (Jim) and Harold, plus Agnes 
Waddington Brown, a cousin. The oldest Wad­
dington sister, Myrtice Blalock, who lives in 
Hawaii, couldn’t attend the reunion.

Nell Boswell, a Georgia cousin, has been 
coming to Florida for years to visit her island 
relatives. "There’s no place I’d rather be than 
here,” she said, explaining that every winter her 
father brought the family to Western Islands for a 
month.

“I’d go to school here and after the visit I’d take 
my report card back to my Georgia school,” she 
said. •»

Speakers included the first and last teacher at 
^Roshelle School, Leona Loennecker Haven and 

rabbit hunting without asking teacher,” he school when I made mv
first boat ride to Western Islands,” Mrs. Winn told 
her listeners. “It was the first time I watched the 
sun sink in water. It was quite an experience >>

“I remember the time a heavy wind and rain 
floated the school off its base,” she said. “All the 
books got wet There were 10 children in school 
then. I was told to stay home while they got th< 
school back in shape and the books dried

The school house was the community houso rx 
the three families, one of the ladies pointed ouf 
Even church services were frequently hem there
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By Esther Duncan
Chronicle writer

ur school is long since gone, 
but we still have our memo­
ries,” Harold Waddington, a 
former pupil of Roshelle 
School on Western Islands 

said at a reunion of 13 of the former students last 
week

“Those were golden days,” he added, his voice 
filled with emotion as his eyes swept over the 
attentive crowd. “We weren't just neighbors; we 
were a family.”

Today, only a few Citrus Countians remember 
the school or even know where Western Islands is 
located.

But surviving members of the Waddington,

'■A

families who lived on islands in the gulf beyond 
Ozello whose children attended the school for a 
decade from 1921 to 1932.

Ruby Waddington Johnston planned the reun­
ion, which nearly 50 attended, including 13 
former pupils.

Lillian Edge Boswell now of Crystal River said 
that she was 11 before she even went to school at 
Western Islands.

“We didn’t have any school to go to back then in forget the day their " old dog followed him to
uic caiij sue leniuiueu iiei iislciicis. ou
[the three families bought the lumber and built



SCHOOL
continued from Page 1C

Creola Willis was one of the 
speakers. Recently retired as 
supervisor of elementary educa­
tion, she reminded everyone that 
her mother, Cattie Martin, who 
was present, taught at Ozello 
School.

“I wasn’t privileged to attend 
Western Island's school,” she said, 
"but I did go to the Ozello school 
one year.”

Mrs. Willis told her listeners 
that she’d discovered the Roshelle 
School is still on the county 
records, along with some 33 other 
rural schools that once were scat­
tered all over the county.

“There’s something special 
about all those schools,” she said. 
“We were privileged to be a part of 
them. The most beautiful penman­
ship in the world can be found in 
those old records.’!

She compared the vast differ­
ence in funds available to schools 
today to those early rural schools. 
“For instance, the father of all 
these girls, John Henry Wadding­
ton, supplied the heat for Roshelle 
School with boatloads of wood at 
only $1.50 each.

She reminded her listeners that 
the first superintendent of the

Roshelle School’s first teacher 
only stayed a short time. She was 
followed by Maude Miley then Nel­
lie Giddens, Maty Rawles, Edith 
Hewet, Beulah Cochran, Elizabeth 
Brown, Charlotte Williams and 
last, Ethel Winn Puckett

Members of the families spoke 
glowingly of Saturday night dances 
they enjoyed, especially at the 
“Shep” Ellis home where square 
dancing was a popular pastime.

“We’d order a 10 gallon con­
tainer of ice cream delivered by 
train,” Carl Ellis recalled, “and 
take turns going to someone’s 
house for the dance each week­
end."

The Waddington sisters remem­
bered that their brother, Harold 
was too little to go and used to cry 
about it That reminded someone 
else that when he was a student at 
Crystal River High School, he was 
such a good dancer that Doc Hud­
son, then the principal, often said 
it wouldn't be a dance if Harold 
wasn’t there.

county’s schools, a Mr. Montague 
had borrowed money from his wifi 
in order to pay teachers’ salaries 
then had finally paid her back.

Those were great days for chil­
dren with imagination, it seemed. 
Jessie Waddington told how she 
was allowed to study outside one 
day and climbed to the top of a 
cedar tree. “I’ve never forgotten 
my unusual study hall,” she said.

Harold Waddington told a tale 
of inventing his own game. “My 
Uncle Joe, Agnes’ Daddy, had a lot 
of ducks. I'd take those ducks one 
at a time, climb the highest tree 
and pitch that duck out and watch 
him fly down. He was my model 
plane.”

"Can you imagine climbing a 
tree with a duck under your arm?" 
he asked, “then watching him fly 
down? That’s as bad as Jessie doin’ 
her homework in the top of a cedar 
tree.”

Tables were heaped with food, 
including stacks of freshly cooked 
fish prepared by Charles Johnston, 
Mrs. Johnston’s son, and his wife, 
who did much of the preparation 
for the occasion. Mabel Willis was 
one of the women who worked in 
the background.
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personal belongings.
This came as quite a surprise to the 

home owners who, because of their long 
history on the islands, considered the 
land to be theirs. Now rumor has it, that 
in their final phase of squatter eradica­
tion, these state agencies intend to bum 
the cabin homes to the ground.

If indeed the cabins are burned, it 
will be a grave mistake. Burning is an 
inefficient method of disposal. Open

Ozello-affea cabins 
should not be burned

In the shallow coastal waters of Ozel- 
lo, among the jagged oyster bars that 
threaten to cut feet and disable out­
boards, there lie some of the most rug­
gedly beautiful islands in the United 
States.

Here and there on a few of these is­
lands can be found cabins. Many of 
them are now used only as camping 
lodges, but once were homes to some of 
Citrus County’s first residents.

At the expense of much blood and 
sweat, these pioneer homes were built 
out of the settlers’ love for the area and 
the necessity of a home for their fami­
lies. Over the years, hurricanes and 
fires have destroyed some of these 
homes.

But because of the fierce tradition 
embedded deep in the hearts of the set­
tlers’ descendants, they were repaired 
or rebuilt, and these homesteads were 
preserved. For decades these families 
and their homes went unnoticed, until 
recently, since Citrus County has suf­
fered from urbanization so rapidly that 
environmentalists are up in arms.

Because of this environmental ten­
sion, state agencies under the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Trust Fund have stepped into Ozello in 
an attempt to gain some much needed 
control over growth in this sensitive 
wetland area.

Unfortunately for the homestead cab­
in owners, it appears that these agen­
cies’ attempts have been directed to­
ward their cabins. Several months ago a 
campaign to rid the islands of the set­
tlers’ cabins was begun. The islands 
were posted “no trespassing,” and 
campers were told to stay off the islands 
and out of the cabins unless to remove

The opinions expressed in the Chron­
icle editorial are the opinions of the edi­
torial board of the newspaper. Editorial 
board members are Publisher Gerard 
Mulligan, V.P. for Marketing David 
Ernest, Editor Jim Hunter, Managing 
Editor/News John Bowman, Managing 
Editor/GraphicsTim Hess, Feature Edi­
tor Neale Hunter and County Editor 
Cindy Cokely.

Groups, or individuals who wish to 
comment on editorials or express an­
other opinion are invited to write letters 
to the editor or to schedule a meeting 
with the editorial board by calling 
726-4005.

Readers of the Chronicle are invited 
to send letters to the editor on issues 
they feel are important to the communi­
ty. All letters must be signed and in­
clude a phone number. The phone 
number will not be published, but all 
letters will include the name of the au­
thor. We reserve the right to edit letters 
for consideration of space, libel or taste. 
Send your letters to:
The Editor
P.O. Box 1899
Inverness, Fl. 32651

fires never bum purely or completely, 
and release a variety of chemical com­
pounds. The burning of a dwelling such 
as these cabins is likely to release car­
bons, nitrates, sulfurs, and carcinogens 
into the local ecosystem.

Aside from these less obvious, many 
animals will be killed as a direct result 
of the blazes. The rafters of one cabin 
that I know of personally are home to a 
family of owls, and a family of great 
blue herons has made their nest in a 
tree near the house.

Ozello’s marine life and shellfish pop­
ulation are already wounded, and the 
destruction caused by these open bon­
fires would cut that wound even deeper.

A suggested alternative to destroying 
the cabins is to turn them into historical 
monuments that all of us could enjoy. 
Another would be to turn a few of them 
into field stations for the wildlife offic­
ers to use on overnight missions, after 
all they have been havens to many 
wind-blown and sun-baked travelers 
through the years.

As a final suggestion, if it is necessary 
to destroy the cabins, a method other 
than burning, such as dismantling them 
and carting them away, should be used.

Something must be done. These 
homes are an integral part of Citrus 
County’s heritage, and, for the benefit of 
all residents, they need to be preserved. 
With perseverance, I hope that my voice 
will be heard and my ideas will be con­
sidered.

Our state leaders have an extremely 
large responsibility and in this bureau­
cratic government they often make mis­
takes. It is a good leader who will listen 
when mistakes are pointed out, and an 
even better one who will take action to 
correct the situation.

Sincerely,
G. William Bryant

Crystal Biver
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Special to the Chronicle

The community of Ozello will 
again be observing their annual 
Pioneer Day, May 4, at the Ozello 
Civic Club, six miles west of U.S. 
19 on County Road 494.

Festivities will run from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., according to Janice Hay­
den, president of the civic club. A 
clubhouse display features many 
old-time pictures and clippings 
describing the colorful history of 
this island community. The theme 
for this year's celebration is 
“Ozello Yellow Ribbon Day,” add­
ed Mrs. Hayden. “To us, that has a 
double meaning; not only do we 
want to join the nation in welcom­

ing our troops home safely from 
foreign countries, but also to bring 
all scattered members of local pio­
neer families back ‘home’ to Ozel­
lo for the annual reunion and fun 
day.”

The Ozello Civic Club will again 
be providing a chicken barbecue 
dinner for $4.25 beginning at 11 
a.m. and will be served until 5 
p.m. There will be country music 
throughout the day by Buddy Max 
and his Cowboy Junction Band, 
and an afternoon program will in­
clude dance routines by tots-td- 
teens from Debbie’s Dance Studio 
and the Suncoast Cloggers. There 
will be prizes for the customary 
old-time games and races, and

Pioneer Day celebration ' 
set for May 4 in Ozello

door prizes.
The Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts 

Association will be participating 
with an annual Spring Art Fair on 
the club grounds from 9 a.m. until 
4 p.m. Several local artists will be 
displaying their paintings, wood 
carvings, needlework and handi­
craft items, in addition to the 
many various other craft displays 
by visiting crafters participating in 
the fair, as well as various other 
food and refreshment stands.

The Citrus County Historical So­
ciety is expected to be showing a 
number of interesting items in 
their tent display also, and wel­
comes all to come by and browse.
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The gulf view is beautiful from the remote community ofOzello 
and this Saturday you can enjoy an arts and crafts festival as 

residents celebrate their heritage.

By Nancy Kennedy 
Chronicle writer
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Phyllis Milton
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Ozello will celebrate their Island heritage with the annual Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts and Pioneer Day on Saturday, May 2. Featured artist< 
Phyllis Milton, who frequently can be found in her studio sketching the gulf view from her Oz Art Studio deck.

A key to arts and crafts

4
i WBhartpoon'Tbe OmmicU 
tat the event is

tionai Bank in Crystal River, special!]
landscapes, both in acrylics and

Originally from New York, M__. .. 
lessons while raising her six child

NCE UPON A time, down a palm ___f***"* back coHege to study
tree and palmetto-lined winding and sketched, then I Started years. Aller that, she worked as a,
road that follows the St Martin’s ---------------------------------------------------------- Yonkers and New York City bef
and Salt river, past sawgrass and painting. I figured no one would fine arts.
mangrove marshes, there lived two---------------------------------------------------- ------ Ten years ago she left New York tor Florida and

lunities, each with their own school. find me way OUt bereM discovered Ozello. As she recalled, “1 looked
e community on Western Island con- - — . _ — ------ around at the islands and thought, what a perfect

F five families: the Waddingtons, Heads, Phyllis Milton place for an artist"
dges, Willises and Lewises. The Ozello communi- ■ ——----- Setting up her studio on the Ozello Trail, Mrs.
had the Browns, Wellses, Stevenses and DeBus- beyond hope of education.'" Milton took up her sketch pad and inode herself at

-t The school, closed in 1043, is no longer standing home. “it took me awhile to get to know a palm
Since it seemed silly to have two schools, the and the island has since been deeded to the Citrus The first year I looked and sketched, then I 

Rochelle families told the Ozello families that their County Historical Society. However, some of tlie started painting I figured no one would find mo 
kids could row to school on their side of the river, students (like Zeke Wells, Haney and Ronny De- W out here. Now though, I’ve been featured in a
The Ozello families replied by saying the Rochelle Busk, Horace Brown and Carl Stevens to name a ^ew newspaper articles and I’ve even been on TV."
kids could row to their school on their side of the few) are still around and meet once a year for a re- (Lany Elliston’s Down Home Florida)
river. union of schoolmates, family and neighbors. This As the Arts and Crufts Association’s featured art-

Fortunately, this tale has a happy ending The reunion's come to be culled Pioneer Day. Mrs. Milton will be on hand to meet the public,
two communities compromised by building a new This year, tortile fifth time, the Ozello Keys Arts n’ls''’er questions, display* her artistry and enjoy
school on a separate Island and all the students and Crafts Association has held their Arts and uie uay.
had to row their boats to get to the "Isle of Knowl- Crafts Show in conjunction with Pioneer Days. To- Janice Hayden, president of the Ozello Civic
edge.” morrow, Saturday May 2, from 0 u.m. to 4 p.nt, art- Club, promises a “jammed pack day." Besides Die

Reported Thelma Henderson, secretary of the Ists and craftspeople from Citrus County and be- arts nnd crufts show, there will be a toll day’s line-
Ozello Civic Club, “At the school, the tour Rs were yond will be displaying their work. UP activities and entertainment. The entertain­
taught reading, (w)riting 'rithmetlc and rowing The featured artist this year is 10-year Ozello res- menl list includes bluegrass music from the Cow- 
There was an old Ozello saying *A youngster who Ident Phyllis Milton. Mrs. Milton, who recently fin-
couldn’t row a boat by school age was considered ished a showing of her paintings at the Citrus Na- Please see OZELLO, Page 3C



ly reunion. However, last year 
they had over 400 guests in atten­
dance. “This island is a getaway 
and a hideaway area for people 
from Plant City, Hudson and Tam­
pa. Word of our event has spread 
and many people try to be here 
for the weekend.”

History, arts, crafts, entertain­
ment and food — a little some­
thing for everyone tomorrow in 
Ozello.

CZELLO
continuedfrom Page 1C
boy Junction Band, dance perfor­
mances by Tots and Teens from 
Miss Debbie’s Dance in Homosas­
sa Springs, clogging by the Sun­
coast Cloggers and harmonica by 
Frank Recor.

The old-time games and races 
include: 3-legged and sack races, 
water balloon tosses and a fish 
pond for the smaller children. 
Also, there will be an attic trea­
sure table and from noon until 5 
p.m., a chicken barbecue cooked 
by the men of the Civic Club will

be served. And of course, the Civ­
ic Club will have its historic Ozel­
lo memorabilia on display.

To get to the Civic Club 
grounds, follow the Ozello sign off 
U.S. 19 between Crystal River and 
Homosassa Springs. Follow the 
Ozello Trail six miles to the Civic 
Club, on the right

According to Mrs. Henderson, 
Pioneer Day started out as a fami-
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Dick Brown, a woodcarver

from Homosassa

>

Betsy Doswell, 11, and her mom Liz of St. Petersburg look over some manatee statues that

He showed off several wood­
en manatees and fish he had 
made and said he's taught a lot 
of people how to do similar 
work.

Mary Frank/TTjc Chronicle
Betsy Doswell, 11, and her mom Liz of St. Petersburg look over some manatee statues that 
woodcarver Dick Brown of Citrus Hills had for sale at the annual Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts and 
Pioneer Day held on Saturday.

kt A lot of times you 
just give people a 

knife and a piece of 
wood and they 

go to work 
on their ownfl

Pioneer Day/Arts and Crafts looking hangings that Mrs. Zot- 
ter swore were all made from 
pine needles from Beverly 
Hills.

“I mass produce them,” she

’ j >- '<

Arts and crafts, 
Pioneer Day brings 
crowd to Ozello

Citrus County (FL) Chronicle.
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By Jennifer Grant
Staff writer

Eighteen months ago when 
he was in the desert of Saudi 
Arabia serving his country in 
the Persian Gulf War, Joel 
Maddeaux never imagined 
he'd now be making crafts.

But nevertheless, the retired 
Army veteran is doing just that, 
making anything and every­
thing from wood. 

“I’ve never done anything 
like this,” the Inverness resi­
dent said with a laugh. “I 
didn’t think I could.”

Maddeaux was one of a cou­
ple dozen crafters at the Ozello wreaths and different country

Show on Saturday showing his 
wares and having a good time.

June Drolet, a resident of 
Homosassa, was sharing in that 
fun Saturday afternoon with .said proudly^.,.c- 

loves those firemen. He has all explained how easy it really is 
their literature and is going when you get the right teacher, 
back formore.”

Many, different crafts were 
displayed at the show from ce­
ramics to wood craft and there 
was even one unusual craft 
done by Beverly Hills resident 
Ethel Zotter. ’ But not everyone needs a

Mrs. Zotter had a booth cov- teacher, he said. “A lot of times 
ered in wall hangings made by you just give people a knife 
pine needles. and a piece of wood and they

There were crosses, and go to work on their own.”
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Arts and crafts, 
Pioneer Day brings 
crowd to Ozello

Pioneer Day/Arts and Crafts looking hangings that Mrs. Zot- 
“ ‘ 1 ■ ter swore were all made from

pine needles from Beverly 
Hills.

“I mass produce them,” she

By Jennifer Grant
Slajf writer

Eighteen months ago when 
he was in the desert of Saudi 
Arabia serving his country in 
the Persian Gulf War, Joel 
Maddeaux never imagined 
he’d now be making crafts.

But nevertheless, the retired 
Army veteran is doing just that, 
making anything and every­
thing from wood. 

“I’ve never done anything 
like this,” the Inverness resi­
dent said with a laugh. “I 
didn’t think I could.”

Maddeaux was one of a cou­
ple dozen crafters at the Ozello wreaths and different country

Show on Saturday showing his 
wares and having a good time.

June Drolet, a resident of 
Homosassa, was sharing in that 
fun Saturday afternoon with said proudly, 
her grandson Jesse Wepner.

It was Jesse’s seventh birth­
day and Mrs. Drolet said she 
was t . ’ _ ’ ’ ■ ’’
day for him.

back for more.”
Many, different crafts were 

displayed at the show from ce­
ramics to wood craft and there 
was even one unusual craft 
done by Beverly Hills resident 
Ethel Zotter.

Mrs. Zotter had a booth cov- teacher, he said. “A lot of times Ma Frank/nw c(moraUi,
ered in wall hangings made by you just give people a knife Betsy Doswell, 11, and her mom Liz of St. Petersburg look over some manatee statues that
pine needles. and a piece of wood and they woodcarver Dick Brown of Citrus Hills had for sale at the annual Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts and
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It’s a different kind of craft 
and that’s one thing Mrs. Zotter 
said she likes about making the 

trying to make it a special hangings. After making baskets 
 e~- h:~. out of needles, she decided to

Jesse said he was enjoying try something different and 
himself and added “She (his came up with this three years 
grandmother) even gave me 50 
cents for this,” as he held up 
his can of soda.

A split second later, Jesse 
ran off to check out what some work, he discussed teaching 
local firemen were doing at how to do it 
their booth and Mrs. Drolet As he sat carving a panther 
said with a laugh, “He . just from a small piece of wood, he 
loves those firemen. He has all explained how easy it really is 
their literature and is going when you get the right teacher.

He showed off several wood­
en manatees and fish he had 
made and said he's taught a lot 
of people how to do similar 
work.

But not everyone needs a 
l ’ (4 “A lot oFfirnotj

ered in wall hangings made by you just give people a knife Betsy Doswell, 11, and her mom Liz of St. Petersburg look over some manatee statues thaT 
pineneedles. '■«•■■■—1 —> r,:..,. o------- . ...

There were crosses, and go to work on their own.” Pioneer Day held on Saturday.
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she still tells people she’s from 
Ozello. She made the trip from 
Orlando, specifically to attend 
Pioneer Day Saturday.

Organizers said the event 
draws former residents from as 
far as Kentucky to attend the 
event

Most of the vendors were lo­
cal residents who showed off 
their hand-made crafts and art

©ZELL© 
continued from Page 1A 
to the small crowds. Some resi­
dents showed up specifically to 
sample the home-made barbe­
cue chicken dinner in the com- 

■ munity civic center.
Despite the low turnout,

dance Saturday said the small 
crowd was perfect on a day 
with high clouds and lots of 
sunshine.

Organizers said the 
event draws former 
residents from as far 

as Kentucky to 
attend the event.

members staffing the Citrus 
County Historical Society tent 
said they were pleased with 
the number of people who 
came to the exhibit and ask 
questions or give information.

Pioneer Days wasn’t held 
last year because Ozello was 
still recovering from a March 
13 storm that devastated the 
community. Those in atten-Pioneer Day brings 

back former residents
By Gordon Jackson
Staff writer

Back in the early days of 
Ozello’s history, the Pioneer 
Day celebration used to honor 
one of the long-time residents 
of the small, tight-knit commu­
nity in western Citrus County.

Pioneer Day eventually be­
came a community-wide cele­
bration, instead of a day of rec­
ognition for one person.

“They were afraid if they 
waited to honor only one per­
son a year, someone would die 
before getting their turn,” 
Ethel Strange of Ozello said.

The day of celebration even­
tually died, until eight years 
ago when some old-time resi­
dents decided to revive the 
community event

Mrs. Strange now lives in Or­
lando most of the year, but said

Davo Sigter/Tbe Chronicle i
Aline Siptak and Erwin Sexton look at model ships built by Larry Schamberger Saturday at the i 
Ozello Pioneer Day Celebration.

“I wouldn’t want to see it any 
bigger than this,” former Ozel­
lo resident Diana Strickland of 
St Augustine said. 'T’ve seen 
lots of friends and relatives 
here today.”
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go out to sea.
Her father was a fisherman 

and she liked to watch the men

By Jan Witherspoon
Staff writer

Four young girls; one 
dressed in a pink organdy

Ozelio.
Mrs. Hensley

-

Ozelio fondly 
remembered

s'tS-
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Boats were the primary mode of transportation for the Head 
family during the early 19oOs.

Childhood in
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in the SL Martin's River horse .and wagon to visit fami­
ly. 

Viola’s father, Benjamin 
Lewis Head, and her mother, 

- Allie Wilda Wells, married in 
edge and watch the fishermen Citrus County in 1907. They 

homesteaded the island where D«sigi«/rae ammfcfc
they raised their five daughters Viola Hensley remembers the old days in Ozelio, when families had to use boats to travel into 

  until it became necessary for *---------'*---- —*--•—■
in their boats coming arid go- the girls to continue their edu- 
ing. 

The young girl was Viola 
Head, bom m iwt. 

Viola and her sisters, Edna 
Madeline, Bernice, Helen and 
Lois were all bom at home 
without the help of a doctor. 
The only doctor was miles

town and to an island school. ' . - '
high to protect it from the wa- house was a long stairway that
ter; there was a oorch across- led down tn t;..- —-——— ~ ,.„u
the front and the Gulf side of garden, cow pen and a pen for board motor boat big enough

~ ... „ H;6o," M.m. I™ that two men could stay out
“And a bathroom, or, affection- fishing for three days. The boat
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until it became necessary for

cation in Crystal River.
Viola Head Hensley, 86. re- 

caftslier childhood. “Dad was 
a commercial fisherman and a 
guide. It was good money 
then,” she said. “We lived al­
most like rich people.”

Their island home was built

away in Crystal River.
The community now known 

as Ozelio was mostly uninhabit­
ed marshland as she remem- 

j bers. Her grandmothers lived 
dress made by her mother, in the country of what is now 
rowed their boat more thim a 
mile to go school. Mrs. Hensley remembers

Their island home, 70 acres that when the tide was out they 
of shell and marsh, was the last could get to the mainland by

before entering the Gulf of 
Mexico.

The girl in the organdy dress 
would often run to the wafer’s

young girls;

'--t The fisherman father had 
thn chic.ke.n^va«1--- b«UX_sldffc and one large m-

LlIL. U!LU uiv UUH Slue VI gdlUVIl, VVW [JVIl OIIU M ...... ...—
the house. From the front a few pigs," Mrs. Hensley said, 
porch there was a walkway to ‘.‘...J  tz'Jzzzzzz, zz. 7«-— 
the edge of the river where ately known as the "closet," set 
boats were docked. over a tide creek so that each

“Out from the back of the tide that came in flushed it out.



-

|l >VM«» 'll

their boats and attended classes. Mrs. 
Hensley remembers that at one time 
there were 42 children attending the is­
land school.

“Sometimes." she said, “we'd be 
scared to death going across the bay 
when the wind was bad."

There were also music lessons for the 
girls from Rosa Campbell, who was also 
the first post mistress, she said. Island 
residents rowed their boats to the post 
office to pick up their mail and the 
Head girls rowed to their music les­
sons.

Among the chores and routine of life 
on the islands there was time for danc­
ing. Square dancing, not round dancing. 
“My mother loved to dance,” Mrs. Hens­
ley recalls.

They had dances in the school house 
or someone opened their home and the 
neighbors came together. Someone 
brought a violin and a guitar, and there 
was a caller. The dance caller was often 
Benjamin Head.

There was also time for church at the 
schoolhouse.

Life continued on for the Head fami­
ly on their island. But an education for 
the daughters was a paramount con­
cern.

When Viola turned 16 her family sent 
her to Homosassa to live with a family 
where she boarded with three other 
girls. The girls took the train from Ho­
mosassa to Crystal River to attend ninth 
grade. She would go home on the week­
ends to the island.

Their father eventually sold the is­
land and moved the family to Crystal 
River when the youngest daughter, 
Lois, was 9 months old. Their mother 
was determined her daughters would 
receive an education.

“I loved every minute of it," Mrs. 
Hensley said.

The little girl who watched the fisher­
men go out to sea would go back to the 
Ozello she knew 86 years ago.

“I’d live there now if I could."

OZELLO
continued from Page 1A
pound ice capacity for storage. He was 
also a guide for the northern tourists 
who came to stay on one of the islands 
in the river.

The Ozello fishermen had to take 
their catch to Homosassa, seven miles 
away from the Head island home.

Mrs. Hensley said, “Life must have 
been hard (for many people) in old 
Ozello, but everyone in the community 
knew they were friends to everyone 
else.

“My dad made a good living and my 
mother could do anything.”

Her mother canned food from the 
garden and the family smoked all their 
own meat and fish. Their drinking wa­
ter was rainwater caught in an alumi­
num tank that was higher than their 
house.

There were palmetto cabbage palms, 
peaches, oranges and lemons on the is­
land for the taking. And on Saturday 
the father went to Homosassa by boat to 
get groceries.

“Once, when my dad was ill with lum­
bago for six weeks, my mother fished 
and trapped just like a man and kept 
the family together,” Mrs. Hensley said. 
"Even though my mom was a delicate 
lady, she was also a great lady with her 
family’s welfare at heart”

The Head family was one of several 
families that inhabited the remote Ozel­
lo islands after the turn of the century. 
There were DeBusks, Browns, Wells, 
Stevens and another Head family who 
fished, gardened, sweat, and thrived in 
the sub-tropical climate of the Gulf of 
Mexico.

With several families raising chil­
dren, a school house was built on one of 
the islands and the teacher was given a 
place to live with one of the families. 
The children rowed to school, docked
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OzeJlo’s Pioneer Day celebration 
and barbecue is planned May 7
'r The Annual Ozello Keys Arts ---------
'and Crafts Show Pioneer Day Cel­
ebration and Barbecue will be 
May 7 in Ozello.

■” Due to the March no name
<Storm, all records and mailing lists 
were destroyed. Those artists and 

■crafters who wish to participate
should call 79545435 or 563-0466 
for further information.
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The Ozello Volunteer Fire De­
partment will have its new fire 
truck and equipment on hand and 
will conduct a demonstration.

Outdoor entertainment through­
out the afternoon will be provided 
by the Buddy Max Band and Sing­
ers. Also on the program will be 
the Suncoast Cloggers and the 
tots-to-teens dancers from Miss 
Debbie's School of Dance.

Special to The Chronicle

Billed as an old-time reunion, 
Ozello will transform into a giant 
day-long festival on Saturday, May 
7, at its annual Pioneer Day cele­
bration.

The Ozello Civic Club will pro­
vide a chicken barbecue dinner 
for $4.50, from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Children’s plates will also be 
available, at $3.50 for those under 
age 12.

Proceeds from the dinner are 
earmarked for the annual award 
the Civic Club presents to a senior 
boy and girl at Crystal River High 
School who have been selected by 
the faculty as having shown the 
most remarked rate of improve­
ment during the four years in high 
school. The club’s intention is to 
recognize those students who have 
shown the most effort and initia­
tive to improve their learning 
skills and attitudes, rather than 
simply grade averages.

Indoor entertainment will in­
clude Frank Recor with his har­
monica, also Walter Huffman will 
present one or more of his “talks” 
down memory lane, with his illus­
trations.
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[OZELLO PAYS______________ _____

Ozello tunes up for yearly festival
The Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts 

of the Civic Club will participate 
with its annual Spring Fair on the 
club grounds from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Several local artists and craft­
ers, together with visiting crafters 
will display paintings, wood carv­
ings, needlework and other handi­
craft items for sale. Leonard 
Marsh of Ozello is the featured 
crafter for this event

-

: 2s



r

K'

j fl I
Citrus County (FL) Chronicle Saturday, April 30, 1994

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Ozello church
will observe
Pioneer Day
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i NE YEAR AFTER the “no-name
I 1 storm” of March ’93, the community of 

Ozello will again observe its annual 
Pioneer Day Saturday, May 7.

The theme for this year’s celebration is 
“Thankful in ’94,” because the community 
which was so devastated by that storm has been 
rebuilt and blessed with a newly revived sense 
of community and harmony.

The day’s activities are being shared jointly 
by the church, the Ozello Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Ozello Civic Club, from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. at Ozello, six miles west of U.S. 
19 on Ozello Trail (County Road, 494).

There will be an old-fashioned ice cream 
social on the church grounds under the shade 
trees, with cake and ice cream, cones or sun­
daes available after 11:30 a.m.

Pastor David Moore has arranged for several 
Christian musical groups to entertain during 
the afternoon. Also available will be hot dogs 
and lemonade.

The Spring Fair of the Ozello Keys Arts and 
Crafts will be held on the Civic Club grounds 
adjoining, and there will be a demonstration of 
equipment and procedures by the volunteer 
firemen and women, along with country music 
by the Buddy Max Band during the afternoon.

The Ozello Civic Club will serve barbecue 
chicken dinners from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., with 
many other customary attractions and enter­
tainments.

The public is welcome and invited to come 
share this fun time together with the folks of 
Ozello. • ;
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OZELLO
continuedfrom Page 1A

items for sale. Leonard Marsh of Ozello 
is to be the featured craftsmen for this 
event

The Ozello Volunteer Fire Depart­
ment will display its newly acquired 
fire truck and will conduct a demon­
stration of emergency rescue proce­
dures.

Outdoor entertainment will be pro­
vided by the Buddy Max Band and 
Singers. Also on the program will be 
the Suncoast Cloggers and the Tots-to- 
Teens dancers from Miss Debbie’s ' 
School of Dance.

The Citrus County Historical Society 
will sponsor a display of historical 
items. Plans call for Hampton Dunn, 
well known Florida historian, to add 
his knowledge and memories of days \ 
gone by. Items on display will be from 
the Crystal River Heritage Museum.

The Ozello Community Church will 
host its old-fashioned ice cream social 
on church grounds adjacent to the club­
house, serving cake along with the ice 
cream. There will also be hot dogs and 
lemonade for sale.

“We are looking forward to an excit­
ing musical program in the afternoon,” 
said Pastor David Moore, of Ozello 
church, “provided by several visiting 
musicians and singers of Christian mu­
sic.” The usual fish pond and children’s 
games will, also- be on the church 
grounds.

“There will be door prize drawings, 
an old-fashioned costume judging, and 
races and games for the young and the 
young-at-heart," said Thelma Hender­
son, entertainment committee chair- , 
man for the event

“We hope to have our most successful 
Pioneer Day so far, with all these civic- 
minded organizations participating”

By John Dunbar
Staff writer

Ozello’s Pioneer Day cele­
bration will return Satuniay af­
ter a one-year hiatus.

The event was canceled last 
year because of damage 
wreaked by the March 13 
storm and flood, which devas­
tated the little waterfront com-’ 
munity.

“We are anxious for every­
one to come and see how the 
Ozello citizens have restored 
and improved our clubhouse, 
community, and church after 
the devastation caused by the 
‘no-name storm,’ ” said Janice 
Hayden, past-president of the 
Ozello Civic Club, sponsor of 
the event

The celebration will take 
•place on the Ozello Civic Club 
grounds, located on County 
Road 494, six miles west of 
U.S. 19.

The civic club will be provid­
ing a chicken barbecue dinner 
for $450, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Children’s plates will’ also be 
available at $3.50 for those un­
der age 12.
‘ Proceeds from the dinner 
are earmarked for the civic 
club award for the most-im­
proved student at Crystal River 
High School. The club recog­
nizes students who have shown 
effort and initiative to improve 
skills and attitudes rather than 
simply grade averages, Mrs. 
Hayden said.

Indoor entertainment will in­
clude Frank Recor with his 
harmonica. Walter Huffman 
will present an illustrated talk 
down memory lane.

The Ozello Keys Arts and 
Crafts of the Civic Club will 
present its annual Spring Fair 
on the club grounds, from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m.

Several local artists and 
craftsmen, will be displaying 
paintings, wood carvings, nee­
dlework and other handicraft
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Cedar-crafted creatures

Please see CEDAR, Page 4C

A former watermelon farmer has found a seaside retirement haven 
where he canfish and whittle and join in his town’s Pioneer Day 

celebration

■p the 
knife

H. WMmpootVTIw Ommlde
Woodcarver Leonard Marsh will display his work at the Ozello Pioneer Day festival on May 7. Marsh is the featured artist this year.
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so on the program 
and the Tots-to-

. „ on display
ill be (Yom the Crystal River Heritage Museum.
The Ozello Community Church will host its old-

;ers and the Tots-to-
Debbie’s School of A *’and carved parrot sits on a perch.

I SKlaty will spoil- ."^nories of days gone by. Items o 
memorable items «■»

_________ re by its tent Plans 
Dunn, well known Florida 
e present to add his knowledge

Jan H. Witherspoon
Associate editor

T EONARD MARSH'S HANDS pick up 
i half finished piece of wood and his ki 
I i scrapes cedar curls from the driftwood.

He is surrounded by his own creations. Wooden 
manatees, parrots, pelicans and a horse keep him 
company as he works on a small piece that is tak­
ing tlie shape of a tiny manatee.

The animals are not lifeless wooden creatures, 
they glow with a life that was within the tree 
before it became weathered, gray driftwood.

The cedar driftwood harbors rich red and blond 
wood that Marsh has advantageously used in a 
unique manner — the small horse is blessed with a 
blond rump and part of the tail is also blond. The 
rest is mostly reddish color.

“You don't ever know how it's going to turn out 
'til you get started on it," Marsh says.

The 68-year-old retired watermelon farmer 
looks for driftwood in different shapes and sizes 
along tlie creekbanks. In a soft, southern drawl he 
says, “If you look hard enough you can find any­
thing you're looking for.”

With his cap pulled down to shade his eyes from 
the sun, he looks at his work and reflects that it's 
not perfect “Anything you do by hand is not per­
fect If you want perfect — go to the store. It would 
be hard to make two pieces the same," he muses.

The art of woodcarving is something fairly new 
tn Die fanner. Since he retired to Ozello and quit 
growing watermelons he has time to fish and 
whittle and look fordriftwood.

Marsh's work can be seen at the Ozello Pioneer 
Dav Celebration on May 7 where he is the featured

artist The day-long festival is billed as an old-time 
reunion.

The Ozello Civic Club will provide a chicken bar­
becue dinner for $4.50, beginning at 11 a.m. served 
until 4 p.m. Children's plates will also be available, 
at $3.50 for those under age 12.

Proceeds from the dinner are earmarked for the 
annual award the Civic Club presents to a senior 
boy and girl of Crystal River High School who have 
been selected by the faculty as having shown the 
highest rate of improvement during the four years 
in high school.

Indoor entertainment will include Frank Recor 
with his harmonica, also Walter Huffman will 
present one or more of his famous “talks” down 
memory lane along with his illustrations.

The Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts of the Civic Club 
will participate with its annual Spring Fair on the 
club grounds, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Several local 
artists and crafters, together with visiting crafters 
will display their paintings, wood carvings, needle­
work and other handicraft items for sale.

The Ozello Volunteer Fire Department will have 
its new fire truck and equipment on hand and will 
conduct a demonstration of emergency rescue pro­
cedures.

Outdoor entertainment throughout the after­
noon will be provided by the Buddy Max Band and 
Singers, as in previous years. Alsc 
will be the Suncoast Clogger 
Teens dancers from Miss 
Dance.

The Citrus County Historical Society will 
sor a display of historical and i 
and welcome all visitors to comi 
are for Hampton D 
historian, to again be



ge»w
continuedfrom Page 1C

judging, and races and games for Pioneer Day so far, with all these 
the young and the young-at- civic-minded organizations partic- 
heart," said Thelma Henderson, ipating."
entertainment committee chair- The Ozello Civic Club is on 
man for this event, “and we hope County Road 494, six miles west of 
to have our most successful U.S. 19.

fashioned ice cream social on the 
grounds adjacent to the club­
house, serving cake along with the 
ice cream provided by Roy 
Zachry, made in the Ming Tree 
tradition. There will also be hot 
dogs and lemonade for sale.

“We are looking forward to an 
exciting musical program in the 
afternoon provided by several 
visiting musicians and singers of 
Christian music," said Pastor 
David Moore of the Ozello church.

“There will be door prize draw­
ings, an old-fashioned costume
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No. 16: ONE-ROOM SCHOOL HOUSE - Herman Seville attended this school house 
in 1916, when one teacher taught all grades - and every pupil learned how to do 
math, write and read. Read more about the one-room school house era in 
Florida, and the cowboy's place here in a growing territory inside this Sundial 
issue.
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fashioned ice cream social on the 
grounds adjacent to the club­
house, serving cake along with the 
ice cream provided by Roy 
Zachry, made in the Ming Tree 
tradition. There will also be hot 
dogs and lemonade for sale.

“We are looking forward to an 
exciting musical program in the 
afternoon provided by several 
visiting musicians and singers of 
Christian music,” said Pastor 
David Moore of the Ozello church.

“There will be door prize draw­
ings, an old-fashioned costume
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Pioneer Day so far, with all these 
civic-minded organizations partic­
ipating.”

The Ozello Civic Club is on 
County Road 494, six miles west of 
U.S. 19. J

, I’

judging, and races and games for 
the young and the young-at- 
heart,” said Thelma Henderson, 
entertainment committee chair­
man for this event, “and we hope 
to have our most successful

' I
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LEARNING Continued to page 2

ANNUAL 
PICNSC 

Friday, May 19 
Yulee State Park 

Homosassa 
< details page 2 T&

There was a softball diamond. Often a 
home run would be hit into the river so 
a rubber ball was used. One of the boys 
would jump into a rowboat and retrieve 

the ball.
Fishing and swimming 
were_ other-.popular 

playtime activities, 
r Sometimes the kids 
__ would find enough 

oysters to take 
home for supper. 
They called these 

\ treats “coonies” 
■K because the rac­

coons also liked 
t them.

Around 1933 after a 
bad storm, there was an 

unexpected but welcome 
week’s vacation. The school had 
floated off its blocks and had to be re­
paired.

In June 1940, the Ozello school was 
featured as the “Isle of Knowledge” in 
Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not” column, 
by then the average teacher’s pay was 
$120permonth. From ninth grade, stu­
dents were taken by the school motor­
boat and bus to Crystal River High 
School. Enrollment declined and the

Tfe PRESIDENT'S
by Rev. James C. Hoge

A ROLLER COASTER RIDE!
Just as we are finishing Phase I of the 

restoration of the 1912 courthouse and 
basking in the compliments over the ex­
terior appearance of the building, the 
alarming message came from Tallahas­
see that the Phase III appropriation ex­
pected to be funded by the legislature 
in July had been cut in half by the House 
Appropriations Committee. As you re­
call, the state legislature approved 
$200,000 for Phase I, and $230,460 for 
Phase H.

The pivotal and critical phase of the 
restoration is Phase DI, the upper floor 
of the building, including the historic old 
courtroom. Last September, due to the 
all-out effort of your Society, the Advi­
sory Council of the State Bureau of His­
toric Preservation approved and in­
cluded $270,000 for this phase.

Next came word the Senate Appro­
priations committee eliminated histori­
cal preservation funding completely!!! 
Phase HI money was gone.

Preservationists locally and statewide 
went to work.

At mid-April the report is that both 
the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees have approved full funding 
of the Bureau of Historic Preservation 
request. So, after a rollicking roller 
coaster ride, the money for our Phase 
HI grant is in the budget and will go to 
the full legislature for approval.

LEARNING THE FOUR R's
Readin1, Rilin', Rithmetic, Rowin'

Mary C. Dorsey

TN 1880, a school was needed in Ozello. Families on the North and South 
I shores of the St. Martin River argued about the location. As a compromise, the 

"^■school was built on an island in the middle of the river. At that time, teachers 
earned about $25 a month and were expected to find room and board with a local 
family. In Ozello they also had to learn to swim and row a boat as well as their 
young pupils.

The boat trip to school took at least 
one hour. Class began at 8:00 a.m. with 
a reading from the Bible. The student 
body averaged about twenty children 
from first to eighth grades. 
Older pupils helped K . 
younger ones, often 
their siblings, with 
lessons. When V 
called upon to re-__ J
cite, they would 
go to the front of 
the room and 
stand beside the 'f' 
teacher’s desk.

The school was a / 
small wooden build- i* 
ing with a cistern for 
rainwater, kerosene lamps 
and a potbelly stove. Older r 
boys were expected to chop wood and 
tend the stove. However, during fall 
and winter school was usually not in 
session. Then the children were needed 
to help their fanner and fishermen fami­
lies earn money.

Behind the school were two out­
houses, one for girls and one for boys. 
If in need, the child would signal the 
teacher by holding up two fingers.

By the 1930’s, the school had been 
enlarged, acquired an organ and was 
used on Sundays for church services.
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quicentennial Coordinating Committee was

” Contact | All members are encouraged to come. Reservations are not required, 
lation. I ----- 1

I

A. J/ No photograph
of the Ozello Is­

land School is known 
to exist. If you know of a photo which 
can be copied and returned to owner 
please call Citrus County Historical 
Society 637-9928.

Florida Celebrates Its 
150 Years of Statehood

committee sanctions local events.
Mr. Naas at 726-9289 for information.

to the Faith Tabernacle proved a blessing 
when the old, elementary school was de­
stroyed by fire in 1969.

Meantime, the Citrus County Commis­
sion set aside funds for the construction of 
new voting precincts, and the Homosassa 
Civic Club donated land for a precinct 
building, providing a library room be in­
cluded. A contract was signed in October 
of 1968 and the Homosassa Public Library 
had a home right next door to the Civic Club 
(sometimes called thec-ommunitybuilding).

A small addition was made to the libraty 
in the early 1980s. Because of a growing 
population the voting precinct made a short 
visit to the nearby fire station and has since 
relocated to the Civic Club building. All 
of which gives the library the entire, en­
larged voting precinct building which is 
now too small because of the same grow­
ing population that once caused the polling 
place to be moved.

A 1HISTORY 1 
MYSTERY ff

Page 2 AT HOME May/June 1995

LEARNING THE FOUR R's 
Continued from page 1

beloved island school was finally closed in 
1943.

However, it remained a popular spot un­
til 1977. Then the building was damaged 
by a salvager and collapsed. A commemo­
rative flagpole was erected. In 1988, the 
caring community of Ozello, which had re­
ceived it from the School Board deeded the 
island school property to the Citrus County 
Historical Society to preserve this unique 
historic site. It was given for all citizens of 
Citrus County and in this way, it is still an 
“Isle of Knowledge.”

ANNUAL PICNIC -- Y'ALL COME!
On Friday, May 19 your Society will meet 

for the last time until September.

The occasion is the

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP PICNIC
Gathering time is 11:00 a.m. with covered dish luncheon at noon. The

The Homosassa Library Story
That $5000 appropriated by the Citrus County Commission in 1959 (see box) was the 

catalyst for the establishment of the public library in Homosassa. Arrangements were 
made for a Sunday School room in the Seventh Day Adventist Church to be used for the 
library. Volunteers built and painted stacks and soon more than 800 books had been do­
nated.

In addition to donated books, almost ev- I 
ery need was filled by donations and loans ' 
of furniture. In 1960 a Dedication Day ser- 1 
vice was held in the church sanctuary. But, 
the library grew so fast that it was soon : 
asked to move elsewhere. i

There was available space on the second < 
floor of the Homosassa Elementary School 1
on Yulee Drive. The library was moved to < 
that location, but it proved difficult for the <
older patrons to climb the stairs. Many were I
-deprived-of-library-use—Later,-trustees-of——( 
the Faith Tabernacle, next door to the el­
ementary school, allowed the use of their i 
building since so many of their members ] 
had moved away. The trustees did reserve 
the right to use the building at their conve- i 
nience. <

This provided access for the older folks, 1 
but in 1964 Hurricane Dora arrived and all i 
the books on the lower shelves were lost to i 
intruding water. Despite the loss, the move ]

In a previous story about the genesis of the county library system and the Inverness 
library, it was noted that in 1959 the county commission appropriated $5000 to 
fund a newly formed Library Board. Other stories in AT HOME have detailed the 
beginnings of the Crystal River Library. The accompanying story on the Homosassa 
Library leaves us to later report in detail on the Hernando, Floral City and Beverly 
Hills libraries which are also a part of the Citrus County Library system.

I 
I 
I 
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I

the State and Citrus County will not be left | 'jaulcu,16 unlc ls muu a.m. with covered dish luncheon at noon, me | 
out. Some local events have already oc- [ place is Yulee State Park directly across the road from the Yulee Sugarmill | 
CU?oXd^d°Xea“sda local Ses- 1 ™ns “ Homosassa- P^r, plastic products and drinks will be supplied. | 
quicentennial Coordinating Committee was I Instead a speaker, the program will be a specially arranged tour of the I 
formed with Steve Naas as Chairman. This I nearby Homosassa Springs State Wildlife Park at 9225 W. Fishbowl Drive. I

1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1845-1995 — it has been 150 years since [ 
Florida became one of the states of the I 
union. Observances are happening all over I 
the state and Citrus County will not be left |
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News and Events of The Citrus County Historical Society May 17

May 18
l.'Sf

May 19

July 1

lAcquisition:
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Cajun Country Tour Complete, 
Okeechobee is Last of Season

Archaeological Council Plans 
Tentative Meeting May 18

UNDER THE OAKS 
A message from the 

FLORAL CITY HERITAGE COUNCIL 
of the

Citrus County Historical Society 
by Marcia Beasley, Chairman

HANNIE Inc.
Printers of AT HOME

Call Steve Hannie for your next printing job
637-0707

7190 S. Florida Avenue, Floral City

Good food and entertainment were en­
joyed by 124 people at the second annual 
Heritage Dinner on April first. The Floral 
City Heritage Council shows a balance on 
the dinner of $690.00 after expenses were 
paid and they extend a thank you to all who 
made reservations and donations for this 
fund raiser.

At the dinner, a large framed photo of 
the annual Victorian Wedding Reenactment 
was presented to the Floral City United 
Methodist Church on behalf of sponsor, 
Judy Bailey owner of Classic Memories 
Bridal and Formal Wear Boutique. Cer­
tificates of Appreciation were given to 
Council guests for the evening: Tony and 
Peggy Sparancino of Sparancino's Produce 
who have sold over $2,200.00 worth of 
"Avenue of Oaks" tee shirts for the Coun­
cil and to Gene Collins and Connie Denney 
of Antiques and Collectables of Floral City 
for dedicated service to historic preserva­
tion and folklife activities. A certificate to 
local artist Anita Roy, recognized her con­
tributions in oil and pen and ink for his­
toric preservation in Floral City.

Fourth generation Floral Citian and 
CCHS life member Flossie Bassett ac­
cepted a certificate of appreciation from 
seven members of the CCHS Board present 
at the dinner. The certificate was given to 
"family and friends" for their contributions 
to the Emma Love Jenrette who were great- 
granddaughters of early Floral City settler, 
John Paul Formy-Duval.

18. All WRAC 
meetings are held at 
the Crystal River In­
dian Mounds State 
Park at 7:30 p.m. To 
confirm this tenta­
tive meeting, call 
Russell Dorsey at 
637-0319.

Spokesmen forthe Withlacoochee River 
Archaeological Council of the Citrus 
County Historical Society are tentatively 
scheduling a final season meeting for May

From the
Heritage Museum

All attention is focused on the second 
Freedom Festival in Crystal River on July-----
4th. With the help of the American Legion 
and Veterans of Foreign Wars, military uni­
form and homefront memorabilia will be 
on display.

Reactivation of the Photo Lab is going 
on under the direction of David Benton. 
Watch for announcement.

Thanks to Aline Stem and Jean Wongrey 
for assistance with displays. Their creativ­
ity and knowledge of archival materials is 
greatly appreciated.

May 16 — CCHS Board of Director's meeting. 
9:30 a.m. the Old Courthouse 
Okeechobee/Palm Beach tour 
departs 
Withlacoochee River Archaeo­
logical Council. Meeting is 
tentative. Phone 637-0319 for 
confirmation.
ANNUAL PICNIC, 11:00 a.m., Yulee 
State Park (across the road from 
Yulee Sugar Mill ruins)

May 29 — Memorial Day (Monday Holiday Bill) 
June 2----- Florida Trust for Historic Preser­

vation membership meeting, the 
Old Courthouse

June 20 — CCHS Board of Director's meeting, 
9:30 a.m. the Old Courthouse 
July/August edition of AT HOME to 
be mailed

Things People Give to the 
Historical Society Museum

It's time for Spring housecleaning and a 
time to remember the Historical Museums 
of Citrus County. Your cast-offs may well 
be our treasure. Here are some recent do­
nations to the museum collection:

A small cannon ball circa Seminole In­
dian Wars/watercolor print signed by Jo­
seph C. Newton/early 1900’s canning jars/ 
book: "Church of the Living God'Vcollec- 
tion of 40's and 50’s costume jewelry/1800's 
pin cushions/old wooden spools for thread/ 
a spring hat with all the colors of the rain-, 
bow in it/collection of post cards from 1909.

W 'T<!
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These thirty, happy, CCHS members ate 
Cajun Country tourers pictured standing on 
the steps of the Louisiana State Capitol in 
Baton Rouge. They report a beautiful six 
day tour that took them to sights tourists do 
not usually see and always with tour guides 
that add to the excitement, information, and 

_ .__ enjoyment. An exciting three day tour of 
Lake Okeechobee and Palm Beach that in­
cludes two nights directly on Jensen Beach 
leaves on May 17. A few seats may still be 
available. Call Peggy Weyl at 637-1666 
for information.
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Florida Trust Membership Meeting 
June 2nd in Old Courthouse

Every Member's Help Needed 
With Grant Support Letters

A Phase IV, State of Florida grant request 
for the restoration of the Old Courthouse
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must be entered late in May. CCHS mem­
bers are asked to write brief handwritten 
letters in support of the grant.

Letters should tell why you think the Old 
Courthouse should be restored, and ad­
dressed to: Advisory Council, Bureau of 
Historic Preservation, Tallahassee, FL. 
Then send or deliver them to Room 105, 
the Old Courthouse, Inverness, FL 34450. 
They will be packaged and sent with the 
grant application.

» & *

Invitations have gone out to the commu­
nity inviting membership in the Florida 
Trust for Historic Preservation. Anyone 
who would like to become a member of the 
Florida Trust should attend a special mem­
bership meeting set for the Old Courthouse 
on June 2nd. George Percy, Director of 
Historic Resources for the State of Florida 
will be present to view the progress of our 
Old Courthouse restoration and to speak 
about the Trust and how it influences his­
toric preservation in Florida.

A special guest will be Joan Jennewein, 
Trustee Emeritus of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and Founding Presi­
dent of the Florida Trust for Historic Pres­
ervation. The Friday, June 2nd meeting is 
scheduled for 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Reserva­
tions can be made by calling Deborah Scott 
at 637-9929.

During J.C. Penney's 93rd Anniversary 
observance in April, Society member 
Thelma Henderson demonstrated how the

family washing was done in the "good old 
days." All of which was part of an old time 
laundry day display set up in the Crystal 
River Penney's store using artifacts from the 
Coastal Heritage Museum.

"A Walk on the Wild Side" 
Being Filmed in Citrus County

In production is a 60-minute video 
docudrama featuring the nature coast of 
Citrus County. Titled "A Walk on the Wild 
Side," the video is being filmed by movie 
producers and CCHS members Ferd and 
Beverly Sebastion, and is scheduled for in­
troduction this fall. It is a sanctioned event 
of Citrus County's Sesquicentennial Com­
mittee honoring the 150th year of Florida 
statehood.

The Sebastions came here from Los An­
geles a few years ago to make a movie and 
became so enchanted with the area they pur­
chased a home on the Homosassa River and 
moved their operation here. According to 
Beverly Sebastion, "this present undertak­
ing is partly a commercial venture and 
partly a labor of love." It will be promoted 
in trade magazines, trade shows, on 
broadcoast media and will be available na­
tionwide.
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Ozello’s Pioneer Day is 
planned for Sateday

The community of Ozello will present the annual 
Pioneer Day celebration on May 6, on the grounds of the 
Ozello Civic Club and the Ozello Community Baptist 
Church.

"We think we have something for everyone," said 
George Holliday, president of the Civic Club; "entertain­
ment, chicken barbecue dinner, craft fair, demonstration 
by the Ozello Fire Department, old-fashioned ice cream 
social at the church, historic displays, old-time games 
and races with prizes — a regular old fashioned family 
reunion kind of fun day.”

Many of the usual visitors to the Pioneer Day celebra­
tion are former residents and students of the once well- 
known school on the island in the St. Margin’s River, 
called the "Isle of Knowledge" by Ripley years ago. 

i Friends and relatives of the pioneering families gather to 
greet one another and remember and retell the experi­
ences and stories of days gone by.

Festivities will begin at 9 a.m. at the Club, six miles 
west of U.S. 19 on County Road 494, and last until 
4:30 p.m. Music will be by Cowboy Junction Band, 
dancing by Suncoast Cloggers, and there will be many 
other attractions of interest. Bring a lawn chair and relax 
in the shade and enjoy the day.

Ozello
Civic Club

I '■ 

celebrates 
30 years
Special to the Chronicle

“Pioneer Day” on May 6 is 
one of highlight of the year-long 
celebration of the 30th year for 
the Ozello Civic Club, located 
oh County Road 494 west of 
U.S. 19.

The Pioneer Day theme rec- 1 
ogriizes members and relatives 

‘ of;the original pioneering fami­
lies who settled these islands in 
the 1880s, and will feature a col­
lection of pictures, clippings, 
arid other memorabilia showing 
the growth of this beautiful 
island community.

The civic club will again pro­
vide a chicken barbecue dinner 
for $4.50, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Children’s plates, forthose 
under 12, will also be available. 
Indoor entertainment will 
include Frank Recor with his 
harmonica and old-time coun­
try singers.

.The Ozello Volunteer Fire 
Department will again have its 
equipment on hand and will 
conduct a demonstration of fire 
prevention and emergency res­
cue procedures, in the early 
aflemoon.

The Ozello Keys Arts and 
Crafts of the Civic Club will par­
ticipate with its annual Spring 
Fair on the club grounds, from 
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Several local 
artists and crafters, together 
with visiting crafters will dis­
play their handicraft items for 
sale. Myrtle Marsh is to be the 
featured crafter for this event

The Ozello Community 
Baptist Church will host its old- 
fashioned ice cream social on 
the church grounds next to the 
clubhouse, serving cones, cake 
and ice cream. The church’s 
vquth group will have cold 
irinks, hot dogs, lemonade and 
ed tea for sale.



Ozello’s face changes little over time
Stories abound in area known for its outdoor relaxation, old school

The old school

Privies out back

r

OZELLO
Ruth M. Christ

natives and visitors alike, has been 
Ozello's one-teacher island school­
house.

The schoolhouse was closed as a 
school in the 1940s, but it was used 
for some time after that as a 
church.

But the privy "out back” and the 
"black potbellied stove” were fea­
tures of other rural schools.

Send news of Beverly Hills and 
Lecanto to Ruth M. Christ, P.O. 
Box 491, Lecanto 34461. Telephone: 
746-2252.

S
per feature, "Believe it or Not!” 
where he dubbed Ozello’s school­
house Island “The Isle of Knowl­
edge." The schoolhouse in the The 
Isle of Knowledge housed, suppos­
edly, the only school in the United 
States, which was completely sur­
rounded by water.

Bullard’s school days on School­
house Island seemed almost as col­
orful and exciting as Tom's, Huck’s 
and Jim's days on Jackson Island.

And like Tom and Huck, stow­
aways on a Mississippi raft who lis­
tening to tail tales, Bullard and her 
friends listened to the stories of 
mullet fishermen:

"The fishhouse was the hub of 
Ozello,” she wrote, where fishermen 
gathered to sell their fish and ex­
change news of the "hauls of mul­
let,” caught the night before.

"They would spread their nets to 
dry and to mend; sometimes this 
was a family affair with the women 
and children helping.

“The mending needle they used 
was “hand whittled” from hickory 
wood, filled with twine. They would 
trim the uneven holes to a neat 
square or rectangle, tie the twine to 
the upper left corner and proceed 
to rebuild the net.

“They worked and told tales of 
the river of the sea.

"We loved to listen.”

Bullard wrote about fiddler 
crabs and how they would attach 
themselves to the toes of the kids, 
playing games at recess.

High waves and oyster shells, 
along with fiddler crabs, were char­
acteristics of the Ozello school 
which were not shared by other ru­
ral Citrus County school students of 
the day 50 years ago.
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Fortunately Epie Bullard, one 
of the students who attended the 
Ozello school just prior to its closing 
in the 1940s, wrote a joyous story 
about the history of the school and 
her experience as a student there.

The paper has not been pub­
lished, although its significance is 
mentioned and its story summarized 
in Hampton Dunn’s book, "Back 
Home: A History of Citrus County, 
Florida," which was published in 
1976.

The paper itself is available in a 
vertical file in the reference depart­
ment of the Coastal Region Library 
in Crystal River.

Bullard wrote that the most fas­
cinating thing about attending the 
school was that all the students in 
grades one through eight had to row 
themselves to school each day.

When the weather was rough, 
the students had to start an hour 
earlier than usual because they 
would be washed ashore at times no 
matter how hard they rowed.

"The bay in front of the school 
could have waves two or three feet 
high. When this happened, we 
would be late. The teacher could 
see us from the school and knew we 
would get there eventually.

"Sometimes the passing fisher­
men would rescue us.

“At lunch time or recess, wer<r~ 
swim or wade around the edges of 
the island, which consisted of most- 

' ly oyster shells.
“I can’t ever remember anyone 

being cut from them; we knew to 
step lightly, as the Indians had 
done, long before us.”

Ozello, fishing village and resort, 
has an interesting and colorful his­
tory.

■ Ozello, since the latter part of 
the 19th Century, has been a place 
^here the main trade has been fish­
ing, and the few stores in Ozello 
have carried only some of the ne­
cessities of daily living — drinks, 
bread, a few groceries and supplies 
used by Ozello fishermen to repair 
their nets and operate their boats.
I There are only a few public 
buildings in Ozello, a Baptist 
Church, the water department, a 
few bars, a couple of restaurants 

•and a gas station. In recent years, a 
large motel and campground at the 
end of the long curving drive from 
U.S. Highway 19 to the gulf, has 
been refurbished and reopened.

Outdoor relaxation
• Ozello is a good place to go for 
outdoor relaxation. Citrus County 
residents have always found it so, 
and back in the early years of the 
century, the whole community of 
farming people in Lecanto celebrat­
ed Thanksgiving in Ozello.
; The story told is that young men 
of the community, such as cousins, 
Austin and Morrison Allen, went 
a day ahead of the families and cut 
swamp cabbage, collected oysters 
and other seafood and prepared the 
irea for camping so that when the 
rest of the community arrived with 
wagonloads of children, tents, bed­
ding and and Thanksgiving food — 
$weet potato pie, greens, pounds 
cake — the seafood and camp­
ground would be ready for a 
Thanksgiving feast, an evening of 
visiting and a night of sleep beneath 
the stars.
; The feature of Ozello, which has 
been most often commented on by

Isle of Knowledge
It is no longer there, but guides 

point out Schoolhouse Island to visi­
tors and tell the story of the one- 
room school, which was built there 
in 1880, and the story of Robert Rip­
ley's dubbing the island, "The Isle 
of Knowledge."

The story is that in 1880, when 
the time had come to erect a school 
building for the community, which 
was divided by the St. Martin River, 
the people on each side of the river 
wanted the school built on their side 
of the river.

The quarrel was adamantine, so 
a decision was made to build the 
schoolhouse on an island in the mid­
dle of the river, then it would be an 
equal distance to the school from 
either side of the river.

Now, more than 100 years later, 
the idea of children rowing to 
school on the choppy waters of the 
river would be unheard of and 
frightening to most parents.

But in 1880, the age of Tom Saw­
yer and Huckleberry Finn, people 
seemed to have been more casual 
than they are today about placing 
the responsibility of rowing a boat 
to school and back each day on 
young people who had grown up on 
the river.

Of course those youngsters 
thought the experience great fun 
and the public, once aware of the 
situation, was fascinated with the 
idea of kids going to school in a row 
boat.

Fifty years later, after the one- 
teacher island schoolhouse had 
been in use, cartoonist Robert L. 
Ripley told the story to the world in 
the 1930s in his syndicated newspa-
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which is 30 years old this year.
“This is my second year here,” said 

Herb Lehman of Homosassa Springs, 
one of the small troop of crafters who 
set up camp under the trees in front of 
the civic club and the Ozello 
Community Baptist Church.

Lehman sat quietly as his handmade 
novelty windmill lawn ornaments — 
fish, birds and other animals — spun in 
tlie light breeze.

"I like it here," Lehman said. “I am 
surprised at the number of people who 
come here."

Inside the Ozello Civic Club commu­
nity building, Louis Witte of Hudson 
hud come home to Ozello for the duy to 
look for old friends.

Witte said he is one of the first "mod­
ern-day" families to move In Ozello in 
10-15, und he wus one of the founding 
members of the civic club. Witte said he 
wus disappointed he did not find any­
one he knew from years ago.

"1 helped build this civic club, Witte 
said as he listened to vocalist Prank 
Sellers serenade the small group of 
people inside the community room.

Rc*»n CamtM.'Tbe Cbronide Sheri Mayben, left, and her cousin Angela Pheil made a special trip from Gainesville just to be a part of Ozello Pioneer 
Days and to show their great-grandmother Mayben’s 6-week-old daughter, Taylor. Coordinator of the event Thelma 
Henderson, right, finds some ancestors of the cousins in the Ozello Civic Club scrapbook.

Ozello celebrates island’s past, future
By Greg Erbstoesser
Staff writer

It looked like everyone in Ozello was 
having a good time Saturday.

A half-dozen Ozello youngsters frol­
icked in the hot afternoon sun in a 
makeshift swimming pool — really a 
Ozello Fire Department plastic-lined 
portable water reservoir that firefight­
ers use in emergencies.

Nearby, festivalgoers perused some 
two dozen crafts tables, while a small 
group listened to a seemingly never- 
ending medley of country-westerr 
melodies from the seven-membei 
Cowboy Junction band.

There were hot dogs cr.d 
chicken; a day bill of music; 
variety of games such ns p 
and three-legged races

Saturday Ozello ce 
annual Pioneer * 
festival 
said.

"We didn't have one in 1093 when he 
the March, 'no-name' storm," she 
"But we had our first one in 1085."

inity celebration is 
hello Civic Club
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1945, and he was one of the founding 
members of the civic club. Witte said he 
was disappointed he did not find any­
one he knew from years ago.

“I helped build this civic club, Witte 
said as he listened to vocalist Frank 
Sellers serenade the small group of 
people inside the community room.

Robin CometeVTbe Chronicle
Bau,t C^ats with neighbors 

while watching over the Ozello Civic 
Club s table of attic treasures on 

Ule.

which is 30 years old this year.
“This is my second year here,” said 

Herb Lehman of Homosassa Springs, 
one of the small troop of crafters who 
set up camp under the trees in front of 
the civic club and the Ozello 
Community Baptist Church.

Lehman sat quietly as his handmade 

portable water reservoir that firefight- fish, birds and other animals — spun in 
the light breeze.

“I like it here,” Lehman said. “I am 
surprised at the number of people who 
come here.”

Inside the Ozello Civic Club commu- i

Cowboy Junction band.
There were hot dogs and barbecue 

chicken; a day full of music; and a wide 
variety of games such as potato sack em-day” families to move in Ozello in 
and three-legged races for JiiC children. ------------------------- —

Saturday Ozello celebrated its 10th 
annual Pioneer Day. “It’s really nine,” 
festival organizer Thelma Henderson 
said.

“We didn’t have one in 1993 when he 
had the March, ‘no-name’ storm,” she 
said. “But we had our first one in 1985.”

The annual community celebration is 
sponsored by the Ozello Civic Club

Robin CometeVTbe Chronicle
Sheri Mayben, left, and her cousin Angela Pheil made a special trip from Gainesville just to be a part of Ozello Pioneer 
Days and to show their great-grandmother Mayben’s 6-week-old daughter, Taylor. Coordinator of the event Thelma 
Henderson, right, finds some ancestors of the cousins in the Ozello Civic Club scrapbook.

Ozello celebrates island’s past, future
’ By Greg Erbstoesser

Staff writer
It looked like everyone in Ozello was 

having a good time Saturday.
A half-dozen Ozello youngsters frol­

icked in the hot afternoon sun in a 
makeshift swimming pool — really a 
Ozello Fire Department plastic-lined novelty windmill lawn ornaments — 
nnHnhln umfnr rncDH/nir that firpfitfht- ™;™nln nnun in

ers use in emergencies.
Nearby, festivalgoers perused some 

two dozen crafts tables, while a small 
group listened to a seemingly never- 
ending medley of country-western  
melodies from the seven-member nity building, Louis Witte of Hudson 

had come home to Ozello for the day to 
look for old friends.

Witte said he is one of the first “mod-
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Witte said he planned to be back 
this November when the Civic 
Club hosts its first “founder’s day” 
celebration.

Witte later wandered outside to 
listen to Buddy Max Pastuch and 
his musical companions, known

as Cowboy Junction, entertain the 
small crowd.

The musicians in the seven­
member country music band 
ranged in age with the youngest 
being Buddy’s wife, Freda, who is 
50 and who played the “spoons.” 
Meanwhile, Leo Vargason who 
plays the fiddle and sings, is 79.

“We've played here from the 
first time they had the festival,” 
Pastuch said with a smile and a 
nod.
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OZELLO — Tales of when the 
children of Ozello’s first families 
used to ride boats to school will 
highlight annual Pioneer Day fes-

Commimity 
fetes spirit 
of pioneers
By KEITH MORELLI 
Tribune Staff Writer
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'''tivities in this coastal community 
Saturday.

A c - 
tivities 
will 
take 
place at 
the 
Ozello 
Civic 
Club and the Ozello Community 
Baptist Church beginning at 9 a.m. 
and ending at 4:30 p.m.

Organizers this year will honor 
descendants of the pioneering 
families who settled the islands in 
the 1880s. Old photographs, pic­
tures, newspaper clippings and 
other memorabilia will be on dis­
play.

The celebration of the spirit 
that made people travel to where 
the marshlands meets the Gulf of 
Mexico will include entertain­
ment, storytelling, historic dis­
plays, old-time games, and plenty 
of lip-smacking barbecue.

An ice-cream social will be 
held at the church.
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Ozello doll-maker Myrtle Marsh, shown with granny and 
grandpa, will be the featured artist at Ozello Keys Arts and 
Crafts Show and Pioneer Day barbecue celebration this 
weekend at the town’s civic club and Ozello Community 
Baptist Church beginning at 9 a.m



Ozello celebrates pioneer days
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■ WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING
— **!4 (pG) Cute romantic come­
dy with Sandra Bullock.

Reviews are by Tampa Tribune 
film critic Bob Ross.

0 ROB ROY — **i/2 (R: sex. vio­
lence). Liam Neeson plays the Scot­
tish swashbuckler in this scenic, se­
rious adventure yarn.

■ A GOOFY MOVIE — ** (G) 
The Goof family goes on vacation.

■ MAJOR PAYNE — * (PG-13: 
profanity, adult references). Damon 
Wayans stars as a former drill ser­
geant who takes a job training un­
ruly cadets. Lame jokes, annoying 
characters.

■ FRENCH KISS — ** (PG-13: 
profanity, adult references). Meg. 
Ryan’s cute and Kevin Kline’s not in 
this inconsistent romantic comedy.

■ JURY DUTY — (PG-13: profan­
ity, adult references) (not re­
viewed). Pauly Shore stars as a 
shiftless wastrel who thinks that be­
ing sequestered is better than pay­
ing rent. It's supposed to be a come­
dy.

' " An arts and crafts show will fea- 
jure Ozello artist Myrtle Marsh.

’ . : Former students will share ex­
periences attending the school on 
the ’’Isle of Knowledge" in the St. 

‘Martin's River.
‘!; Elsewhere in Citrus County this 
(weekend, Inverness Mayor Joyce 
.Rogers will begin what she says will 
'6ecome a regular event: a neighbor­
hood walk.

. Saturday, Rogers will take a 
‘walk with residents through the 
neighborhood near Zephyr and Ella 
streets. That’s the corner where she 
will meet with promenaders at 9 
a.m. Saturday.

Rogers says she will wr
• through any city neighbor!) ,od with 
■-citizens. Anyone wanting tc irrange 
‘ a’walk through their neigi ir ’^t!
- may call city hall at /21-2611.

(Citrus Movies
B DOLORES CLAIBODNE — 

(R: violence, profanity, aexval 
’situations). Psychological siwnense 
h'arn, based on a Stephen King -lo­
ry. Kathy Bates and Jennifer Jason 
'Leigh top a superb cast.
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Pioneer Day in Ozello will be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 4 on the adjoining grounds of the 
Ozello Community Baptist Church and the Ozello Civic Club. Ozello is 6 miles west of U.S. 19 
on County Road 494. For information call Eileen or Don Rippey at 795-1547.

Preserve, 23,000 acres of sn’" 
land surrounding and incl Ozello. 
The land, which is one of he jw pris­
tine areas remaining in -iuri a, i . 
mostly government protectea mangrove 
forests, grass beds, marsh . ,ges and 
algae beds. In 1968, tire preserve was 
established to protect the mm .

Citru^nunty (FL) Chronicle Tuesday. April30. 1996

By Stefanie Hoglund
Staff writer

Pioneer Day 1996 in Ozello promises 
something different from years past

It’s more than a celebration of her­
itage, said Ozello Civic Club member 
Eileen Rippey. It's a time to learn about 
the community — past, present and 
future. Residents and visitors will gath­
er on the adjoining grounds of the 
Ozello Community Baptist Church and 
the Ozello Civic Club to celebrate the 
annual Pioneer Day from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on May 4.

The theme this year will center on 
the St. Martin’s Marsh Aquatic

famous “schoolhouse on an island,” in 
the St. Martin’s River, which Rippey 
wrote about as the “Isle of Knowledge,” 
where pupils and teachers arrived 
each school day by boat, no matter the 
weather.

The reunions faded for a few years as 
younger families grew, but the practice 
was re-established on the birthday in 
1985 of one who was born on the island, 
and the day was named John Brown 
Day.

The agenda this year, though slightly 
different, includes many of the same 
favorites.

Pioneer Day to spotlight Ozello’s uniqueness 
iMd ££E) jf

vgnd For many years, on a spring date, 
friends and founding families would 
gather on the island to enjoy a pot-luck 
picnic reunion, to renew friendships 
and family ties, and to share memories 
and re-tell the experiences and stories 
of days gone by.

Many of those tales focused on the
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Pioneer Day. She paints the feeders while her hus-
 

OZELLO
continued from Page 1A

“Do you remember when Peck’s (Old 
Port Cove restaurant) used to sell gro­
ceries?” Shoots asked Bault, explain­
ing how she and her husband first visit-

hot dogs, ice cream and lemom.<—
Bault and Shoots urged .■"'ryone 

who passed by to sign their names in 
the civic club’s register, serving as 
informal greeters welcoming everyone ed the area each winter while living in 

Indiana.
“It’s the one time all of Ozello gets 

together for socializing,” said Ozello

and remote Gulf Coast hamlet for only
four years.

“We love it here,” said Elvers, who lowing the end of the Civil War. 
moved to Ozello from coastal Louisiana “«’« <* nhonno Mr iho nid.ti 
when he retired. “I always said I want­
ed to live near the marshes.”

the civic club’s register, serving as

to the fair.
Dressed in a long, red-gin^ci dress 

and straw hat to befit the tl. r c’’ the 
annual community celebration, the two

years ago.
“Do you remember ‘Happy Helen?’ ” 

Bault asked Shoots.
While neither could recall Happy

Helen’s last name nor when she died, 
the two chuckled as the exchanged sto- ed to live near the marshes.” Hussey said, “and it’s a time when new-
ries about the colorful resident “Time As for the volunteer fire depart- comers can find out about the past and 
gets away from you,” Shoots said. “But ment’s involvement with the one-day the history of the region.” 
if’c boon a nnnnlp vpars now that she community “block party,” Elvers said: Amons' the crowd that countrv music

‘Yes, it is important. We try to be
Among the crowd that country music 

singer Maxine Griffis sang to were O.L. 
and Margaret Lashley of Homosassa 

  .  who were celebrating their 55th wed-
“Remember when she wore a gold who frolicked in a makeshift swimming ding anniversary.

nnnto omt nkuivnli? Qhn Innlrod nnnl “Tlnocn nro the future firn doncirf- “Tt hoc hoon ’ “ ’ ’ ”

good in them.” ment volunteers, you see there,” Elvers
 

said.
Sitting in the shade and enjoying the 

remnants of a fast-melting ice cream 
cone was 94-year-old Edna Hussey, 
who with her son, the Rev. Jerry 
Hussey, made it a day trip to enjoy the 
festival.

 . .  __=    “It’s a wonderful time here, today,”
, 2 j Fire Chief Doug Elvers, who with his Hussey said, noting that her son’s 

reminisced about the Ozello of wife, Barbara, has lived in the rural great-grandfather, settled in Citrus 
County in the backwaters of the 
Withlacoochee River in the year fol­
lowing the end of the Civil War.

“It's a chance for the old-timers to 
renew acquaintances and friendships,”

As for the volunteer fire depart- comers can find out about the past and

kids enjoyed the games and a 
makeshift swimming pool. There was a 
little something for everyone: arts and 
crafts, food, fun and even historic dis- 

■ plays.
Among the tables, two long-time 

Ozello residents Betty Bault and Hattie 
Shoots sold raffle tickets for a hand­
made shawl and a $30 gift certificate.

Shoots said even though she moved 
to Lecanto after the 1993 no-name 
storm, she still considers Ozello her 
home.

The two women were among the 
dozens of arts and crafts venders that 
set up camp between the civic club and 
the neighboring Ozello Community 
Baptist Church.

At the church, volunteers served up
“It has been a wonderful day,” Mrs. 

Lashley said. “It’s just been great”

it’s been a couple years now that she community “block party,” Elvers said:
has been dead.” “Yes, it is important. We try to be

“She was a Ziegfeld Follies girl,” involved as much as we can.”
Bault chimed in. Pointing to the half-dozen youngsters

lame pants suit to church? She looked pool, “These are the future fire depart- 
rtozvrl Ju fhnm ” mpnt vnluntpprs vnn rpp thprp ” Rlvprs

Ozello celebrates 
its heritage 
By Greg Erbstoesser 
Staff writer

Country music singer Maxine Griffis and the eight­
piece Cowboy Junction band serenaded the two dozen 
people who set up their lawn chairs in the yard alongside 
the Ozello Civic Club.

Earlier, local folk singers Tom and Ingrid Ellis enter-
tained the small crowd with their renditions of popular 
and folk tunes at Ozello’s annual Pioneer Day celebration. . -----——---------

While people roamed the arts and crafts booths, the Lorraine Lech arranges her bird feeders during
Pioneer Day. She paints the feeders while her hus- 

Please see OZELLO, Page 2A band Joseph Lech crafts them to look like cottages.
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they could get to school or the mainland was by boat. Boatright talked to the society recently at the Coastal Regional Library.

_________________ ______________
Dave Sigjer/Tbe Chronicle

Epie Boatright tells the Historical Society members about growing up in Ozello, before Ozello Road existed and the only way
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Barbara Jean Wilson rehearses the national 
anthem for the opening ceremony of the 
Ozello Pioneer Day.
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Ozello Day 
offerings range 
from barbecue to 
tales of the past 
By Ken Dougherty 
Staff writer

Ozello, a quiet little hamlet on the coast of 
Citrus County that historians say once found 
fame in Ripley's Believe It or Not, celebrates its 
origins with a festival today.

Reproduced in “Back Home,” the history 
book by Hampton Dunn, it is mentioned that 
Ozello was a place where boats were used by 
both students and teacher to get to the school 
house on an island. In the early 1950s, boats 
were also used to get to and from the communi­
ty, Dunn notes.

The community was settled by folks who did­
n’t feel the lack of a road should discourage a 
settlement, and residents of the community will 
share experiences during Pioneer Day.

Dave Moore, pastor of Ozello Baptist Church, 
said a group of folks will tell tales of Ozello at 
the church from 10 a.m. until noon. The session 
is open to anyone who took park in the develop­
ment of the settlement or was raised in the his­
toric town. Visitors are welcome to listen.

Although the town was “lost" by state officials 
around 1954 for a short spell, Ozello Trail now 
exists for visitors to travel to the community. 
Ozello Trail intersects with U.S. 19 south of 
Crystal River and north of Homosassa. Use St 
Benedict's Catholic Church for a landmark, it is 
directly across from Ozello Trail. To get to 
Ozello, follow the road to the village sign.

Dunn published a reproduction of a 1954 state 
map that located Ozello north of Red Level, 
which is definitely not the location of the ham­
let.

I
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Lunch will be served by the Ozello Civic 

Association from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. inside the 
civic center, and a choice of barbecue chicken 
or ribs will be offered. Take-outs will be avail­able.

A homemade ice cream social is being spon­
sored by the Ozello Baptist Church with lemon­
ade and hot dogs available.

Refreshments will be available at the Ozello 
Bar under the oak trees throughout the day.

According' to Betz Whittle, artists and crafts­
men have reserved 36 booths from which to 
show and sell their creations, and more are 
expected by today.

A variety of organizations will have displays 
set up, including Nature World Wildlife Rescue, 
St. Martins Marsh Preserve, Crystal River State 
Buffer Preserve and the Ozello Volunteer Fire 
Department

Seating will be in short supply, so visitors are 
encouraged to bring lawn chairs for comfort
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Lorraine Lech arranges her bird feeders during 
Pioneer Day. She paints the feeders while her hus­
band Joseph Lech crafts them to look like cottages.

“Do you remember when Peck’s (Old 
Port Cove restaurant) used to sell gro­
ceries?” Shoots asked Bault, explain­
ing how she and her husband first visit­
ed the area each winter while living in 
Indiana.

“It’s the one time all of Ozello gets 
together for socializing,” said Ozello 
Fire Chief Doug Elvers, who with his 
wife, Barbara, has lived in the rural 
and remote Gulf Coast hamlet for only 
four years.

“We love it here,” said Elvers, who 
moved to Ozello from coastal Louisiana 
when he retired. “I always said I want­
ed to live near the marshes.”

As for the volunteer fire depart­
ment’s involvement with the one-day 
community “block party,” Elvers said: 
“Yes, it is important. We try to be 
involved as much as we can.”

Pointing to the half-dozen youngsters 
who frolicked in a makeshift swimming 
pool, “These are the future fire depart­
ment volunteers, you see there,” Elvers

its heritage
By Greg Erbstoesser
Staff writer Citrus County (FL) Chronicle Sunday, May 5, 1996

Country music singer Maxine Griffis and the eight­
piece Cowboy Junction band serenaded the two dozen 
people who set up their lawn chairs in the yard alongside 
the Ozello Civic Club.

Earlier, local folk singers Tom and Ingrid Ellis enter­
tained the small crowd with their renditions of popular 
and folk tunes atOzello’s annual Pioneer Day celebration.

While people roamed the arts and crafts booths, the
Please see OZELLO, Page 2A

said.
Sitting in the shade and enjoying the 

remnants of a fast-melting ice cream 
cone was 94-year-old Edna Hussey, 
who with her son, the Rev. Jerry 
Hussey, made it a day trip to enjoy the 
festival.

“It’s a wonderful time here, today,” 
Hussey said, noting that her son’s 
great-grandfather, settled in Citrus 
County in the backwaters of the 
Withlacoochee River in the year fol­
lowing the end of the Civil War.

“It’s a chance for the old-timers to 
renew acquaintances and friendships,” 
Hussey said, “and it’s a time when new­
comers .can find out about the past and 
the history of the region.”

Among the crowd that country music 
singer Maxine Griffis sang to were O.L. 
and Margaret Lashley of Homosassa 
who- were celebrating their 55th wed­
ding anniversary.

“It has been a wonderful day,” Mrs. 
Ldshley said. “It’s just been great’J

hot dogs, ice cream and lemonade.
Bault and Shoots urged everyone 

who passed by to sign their names in 
the civic club’s register, serving as 
informal greeters welcoming everyone 
to the fair.

Dressed in a long, red-gingham dress 
and straw hat to befit the theme of the 
annual community celebration, the two 
women reminisced about the Ozello of 
years ago.

“Do you remember ‘Happy Helen?’ ” 
Bault asked Shoots.

While neither could recall Happy 
Helen’s last name nor when she died, 
the two chuckled as the exchanged sto­
ries about the colorful resident “Time 
gets away from you,” Shoots said. “But - 
it’s been a couple years now that she 
has been dead.”

“She was a Ziegfeld Follies girl,” 
Bault chimed in.

“Remember when she wore a gold 
lame pants suit to church? She looked 
good in them.”

■

kids enjoyed the games and a 
makeshift swimming pool. There was a 
little something for everyone: arts and 
crafts, food, fun and even ’ wic dis­
plays.

Among the table- 'ime
Ozello residents B< _ .a an< ittie 
Shoots sold raffle tickets for a Hand­
made shawl and a $30 gift certificate.

Shoots said even though she moved 
to Lecanto after the 1993 no-name 
storm, she still, id Ozel' her 
home. /

The two women were amo, o the 
dozens of arts and venders that 
set up camp between the civic club and 
the neighboring Ozell; Community 
Baptist Church.

At the church, volunteers served up
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Looking back
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Davo Sigkr/Tbe Cbroitide
Viola Hensley remembers the old days in Ozello, when families had to use boats to travel into

i?

The fisherman father had 
two skiffs and one large in­
board motor boat big enough 
that two men could stay out 
fishing for three days. The boat 
had two net tables and a 1,000-

PleasfsceOZELLO,Page 2A

Ozello fondly
remembered

house was a long stairway that 
led down to the chicken yard, 
garden, cow pen and a pen for 
a few pigs,” Mrs. Hensley said. 
“And a bathroom, or, affection­
ately known as the “closet,” set 
over a tide creek so that each 
tide that came in flushed it ouL

HI hate to give up, and in my heart I know I won’t, but ifs 
like a dead end.11 __________

By John Dunbar
Staff writer
.. After seven days, dozens of long-dis­
tance phone calls and hundreds ot 
miles of driving, the Sandvick family 
still hasn’t found their missing horses 
. - The Floral City clan awoke Aug 21 to 
find their back fence neatly snipped 
and their pony and two horses missing 
As time goes by, it appears more and 
•more likely the horses were taken by

By Jan Witherspoon
Staff writer

■ Four young girls, one 
dressed in a pink organdy 
dress made by her mother, 
rowed their boat more than a 
mile to go school.

Their island home, 70 acres 
of shell and marsh, was the last 
one in the St Martin’s River 
before entering the Gulf of 
Mexico.
I The girl in the organdy dress 

would often run to the water’s 
edge and watch the fishermen 
go out to sea.

Her father was a fisherman 
and she liked to watch the men 
in their boats coming and go­
ing.

The young girl was Viola 
Head, bom in 1907.

Viola and her sisters, Edna 
Madeline, Bernice, Helen and 
Lois were all bom at home 
without the help of a doctor. 
The only doctor was miles

town and to an island school.

high to protect it from the wa­
ter; there was a porch across 
the front and the Gulf side of 
the house. From the front 
porch there was a walkway to 
the edge of the river where 
boats were docked.

“Out from the back of the

away in Crystal River.
The community now known 

as Ozello was mostly uninhabit­
ed marshland as she remem­
bers. Her grandmothers lived 
in the country of what is now 
Ozello.

Mrs. Hensley remembers 
that when the tide was out they 
could get to the mainland by 
horse and wagon to visit fami­
ly.

Viola’s father, Benjamin 
Lewis Head, and her mother, 
Allie Wilda Wells, married in 
Citrus County in 1907. They 
homesteaded the island where 
they raised their five daughters 
until it became necessary for 
the girls to continue their edu­
cation in Crystal River.

Viola Head Hensley, 86, re­
calls her childhood. “Dad was 
a commercial fisherman and a 
guide. It was good money 
then," she said. “We lived al­
most like rich people.”

Their island home was built

that investigates theft of livestock and 
other crimes. But, so far, there have 
been no leads. .

Working against them is the fact that 
the horses weren’t branded, making 
them easier to resell.

"Promise,” a registered palomino 
quarter horse, 11 years old, about la 
hands high. The horse has a white star

Please see SEARCH, Page 2A

like a dead end.” .

J
Boats were the primary mode of transportation for the Head 
family during the early 1900s.

Childhood in
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Ozello's rich heritage revisited
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trustee 
coinmc 
referred 
the trus. _
Kevin Crowley of 
Tallahassee, who did 
not return phone calls 
on FYiday.

Eyster

Canal.
Last week r- 

’ tatives of one

Lash . - 
Jim Eyster

Plotting the course of 
the proposed marina
By Mike Wright
News editor

rv7Z>e Cbrouidc
Ibums and

Jana Pittso«V77

Danny and Virginia Woods of Crystal River, center, talk with Sandy Goodall, a former Ozello resident, at the “reminiscing table,” stacked with old photo alU 
scrapbooks on the history of Ozello during Ozello Pioneer Day on Saturday afternoon. Nclda Baxley, a part-time Ozello resident, sits to the left.

?es, declined to 
lent She instead

1 comment to 
ist’s attorney, 

Crowley

HOMECOMING 
of the tiny island’s 
returning for the 

?r Day cele-

Jana PtttsoVJbc Chronicle

Sue Mardis of Ozello, right, looks over hand­
made pillows sewn by Darlene Highstreet of 
Crystal River. Several craft booths were on hand 
to tempt festival goers.

Remembering the past 
who turned out Saturday to remember the old days 
living and growing up on the quaint island just 
south of Crystal River.

Rebecca DeBusk Alt and Louis Witte traded sto­
ries, remembering names and recalling different 
events that brought nods and laughs at a special 
table set up under the moss-covered oak trees out­
side the Ozello Baptist Church.

The two reminisced as others wandered the festi­
val as Ozello celebrated its annual Pioneer Day 
observance, a day-long arts and crafts show, outdoor 
barbecue and down home music festival.

“There’s my daddy,” Steve Pfeil of DeRosa, point­
ing to an old newspaper photograph of his father,

Sunday, May 4, 1997 Citrus County (FL) Chronicle t
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isysier uuiuil 
k J edged Friday he 

longer h?" 
buy the 
said he 

the option agree 
n agreed-u 
the necessj 
marina

resort/marina on the Cross; 
Florida Barge Canal. Eyster 
lines up investors and plans 
the project on a 141-acre prop­
erty owned by three separate 
family trusts.

December 1991 — Citrus 
County Commission agrees to. 
work in partnership with 
Eyster for Nature Coast 
Landings. The plans include’ 
more than 500 boat slips, a 140-

By Greg Erbstoesser
Staff writer •

ZELLO CELEBRATED 
I I Saturday with many 
V_Z prominent families 
coastal community’s annual Pioneel 
bration.

A handfhl'of residents representing some of 
Ozello longtime families — DeBusk, Pfeil, 
Waddington and Witte — were among the hundreds

By Mike Wright
News editor

Jim Eyster’s plans fora marina 
complex on the former Cross 
Florida Barge Canal, dealt one 
blow after another in the recent 
year, now sit as dormant as a ship­
wreck on the ocean floor.

Once a $32 million develop­
ment that included a hotel, 
restaurant and condominiums, 
Nature Coast Landings appears 
as far away from a reality today 
than ever before, Eyster admits.

Eyster, president of an invest­
ment group called Citrus 
Recreational Marina Inc., 
believes the marina will someday 
grace the shores of what is now 
known as the Florida Greenway

Nature Coast Landings, a 
planned marina complex on 
the former Cross Florida 
Barge Canal, has been in the 
works for nine years by devel­
oper Jim Eyster, president of 
Citrus Recreational Marina. 
Here is some history of the 
project:

1988 — Eyster begins 
developing plans for Nature 
Coast Landings, a $32 million

represen- 
e of three 

family estates that own 
the proposed marina 
property asked the 
state Department of 
Environmental 
Protection to purchase 
the 141 acres in the 
state’s Conservation 
and Recreational 
Lands, or CARL, pro­
gram.

The letter to DEP from trustees 
with the Joe C. Middleton estate 
says that Eyster’s investors no 
longer have an option to pun * 
tile property and they woulc 
the state to consider it

Judith M. Clark, one of those

acknowl- 
3 no 

longer has an option to 
property. He 

... defaulted on 
„ eement last July, 

after an agreed-upon deadline to 
secure the necessary permitting 
for the marina passed.

irchase He also said the investors 
Jd like- stopped making periodic pay-
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continued  from Page 1A ;

Walter Pfeil Jr. who ran the small “school boat” 
that shuttled Ozello students from home to , 
school each day. ’ ''

“See those boys, they’re my cousins; this 
would be about 30 years ago,” said Pfeil who 
grew up in Ozello with his family. ?;

The photograph prompted everyone to recall; • 
the other boat captains that operated the school' i 
boat .;I;

"There was Grannie Thomas, and John: ■ 
Brown,” Pfeil said. But he could not remember ' 
Mrs. Thomas’s first name.

“We always called her Grannie Thomas,” he 
said with a shrug. .

“Her name was Fem, Fem Thomas,” said 
Wilma Wiles, Pfeil’s aunt who sat alongside.

Louis Witte, 82, of Hudson, lived in Ozello for 
more than 12 years back in the late 1950s.

“I bought my property from Mr. Waterman, $10 
down, $10 a month. That's how he did it,” he • 
said.

Witte, like the others, recalled fondly and lis­
tened carefully to each other’s stories, each 
adding a tidbit of their own. The stories 
stretched from local events to recollections of 
Crystal River and Citrus County from years ago.

Witte remembered the Crystal River ice ’ 
house and the local hardware store, where he. < 
said, “You could buy a Ford Model A axle or a 
transmission there."

And there was the old “humpback” bridge 
that linked the island with the mainland. Witte 
also remembered the white mouths of the moc­
casin snakes that curled up on the warm asphalt: 
of West Ozello Trail at night : •

“Back then, we*called it Moccasin Drive,” he 
said with a laugh.

Throughout the grounds between the Ozello 
Civic Association and the neighboring Ozello 
Baptist Church, some 41 arts and crafts booths , 
tempted festival-goers, while the Rev. David 
Moore and his congregation were kept busy 
serving up hot dogs, ice cream and lemonade.

“It’s a great day,” Moore said as he took a brief 
? reak from dishing out another cup of ice 
; ream.

I “This really brings people together,” he said, 
riding that the special day brings long-time res- 
Jents together with newcomers to enjoy the day 

H pd the quidt pleasures of Ozello.
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• any 

concerns as to or" intent and envU 
ronmental reap .isibility. Should 
anyone like further information,'.

way possible. y
Matt Clemon i, Environmental Spey 

daltet R
Crystal River State Reserve and 
St. Martins Marsh Aquatic PrcA 

serve

Cabin removal 
will protect area

In reference to Mr. G. William 
Bryant’s letter to the editor con­
cerning the Ozello-area cabins, I 
would like to address some of his 
concerns.

The cabin removal is just a 
small step of our efforts to protect 
the beleaguered environmentally 

• sensitive coastal area and waters 
of SL Martins Marsh Aquatic Pre* 
serve, and to restore the area to its- 
natural state.

As part of our protection efforts 
we have established law enforce­
ment capabilities, been involved 
in the local government compre­
hensive plan review process 
through which we have gained sig­
nificant protection for the coastal 
area, established both recreation 
and education programs, and 

. cleaned up 135 tons of illegally 
dumped debris.

These cabins are located on 
public lands in Township 18 
South, Range 16 East, Section 26, 
34, and 35. These lands are now

.. LETTERS ’S '

It should be noted that landfill- ' 
Ing in the Withlacoochee State I 
Forest (Citrus County's landfill) is ‘I 
not particularly efficient or envi- I 
ronmentally sensitive. As the ■ 
structures are removed from each ' 
location, restoration projects will , 
begin. These include monitoring 
of plant community succession, 
exotic species removal, and reveg- 
etatlon. I

Prior to any work being done, 1 
the cabin owners Will be noticed 
through legal ads in local papers 
running Tour consecutive Sundays 
in July. Additional notices will be 
posted on each individual cabin. 
Ample time will be given to re- ‘ 
move anything from the site in­
cluding the structure itself.

None of this should preclude I 
public use of the properties. Day 
use will be permitted on most 
sites once they are restored and 
primitive camping by permit may 
be allowed once we have dealt 
with the prot'1' u at ■ "ficient and 
environir ally sc d waste 
management. There is no reason 
that the enjoyment of this beautl- 
1U! area must be tied to b' 

managed as part of the Crystal i |lope this letter clear 
River State Reserve. ...

; While the cabin sites undoubt- 
• ! edly have a long and interesting 

history, they have been continual- please contact he Crystal River 
ly rebuilt and modified such that Z-- ™ “C" '.'.'s
the structures themselves no long- be n nappy to listen to
er have any historical significance any suggestions and assist in any 
in terms of architectural style or 
construction.

Few, if any, come close to meet­
ing any building codes and none 

•have adequate sewage treatment 
Waste disposal Is in the form of] 
straight pipes to the water or out- 

• houses situated over fractured! 
limestone. All this in an area open 
to oyster! ng

As far as the removal process it­
self, before anything is done, al 
complete site survey will be made 
at each structure to determine the.

■ best method of removal. . .
__ The survey includes construe-j 

tipn materials, vinyls and plastics, 
hazardous materials, listed and 

. non-listed species, nesting activity, 
plant community make-up, fire tol­
erance. cultural resource value, 
and location of oyster bars and 
grassbeds. No work will be done 
during the nesting season.

Four options are being consid­
ered on a site by site basis. These 
are preserve, dismantle and re­
move. dismantle and burn, burn 
on site.

If the data indicates burning to 
be the preferred option, they will 
not bej'uncontrolled “blazes." Ar^ 
range,ments have been made~to 
use the sites for firefighter trail­
ing and fireboats will be on the

serve 503-1138. We will 
nappy to listen to
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Odyssey of

Far from the noise and bustle of U.S. 19, there can be 
found a group of islands where time seems to have 
been forgotten, or just put aside for a bit.This is a 

place that delights the eye of visitors of all ages who 
return again and again for the...

Winding, two-laned, looking as if it 
must have been laid out by a drunk on 
a mule, the road to Ozello has under­
gone many changes in its lifetime.
Oncethe rumble of automobile tires 

on loose wooden planks warned the 
few inhabitants of Citrus County's 
island community of approaching 
visitors overthe two wooden bridges. 
Those were replaced by modern 
concrete bridges in the 1980s buttheir 
passing hasn't lessened the charm 
of the islands for the people who 
live there or those who come on a 
Sunday afternoon drive.

Vast vistas of sawgrass dotten by 
pine and palm islands stretch off to 
the west. In the distance, to the 
northwest, stand the towers of 
Florida Power's Energy Center, the 
lone concession to civilization in 
this primative scene.

Wildlife, from birds to delicate 
plants and flowers, can be found in 
abundance along the watery road­
sides that take motorists to the far 
end and vivid sunsets over the 
water of the Gulf of Mexico.

Some people come just for an 
afternoon, others come and stay for 
a lifetime. Ozello is the type of 
place that can have a brief, or 
lasting impact on you.
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Continued from Page 1A

' ing anybody,” Sparks, 39, said 
of the Fotis. “I don’t like put­
ting somebody out of busi­
ness.”

Hackney, 46, is more than 
just a casual observer. On the 
tables of his small restaurant 
inside the store sit plastic bot­
tles of Foti’s honey.

“Her voice has been heard,” 
he said of Mrs. Gay. “This com­
munity’s voice has not This is 
such an extreme thing. There’s 
an injustice being done.”

she signed Hackney's petition.
“If they don’t like it, they can 

move out,” Roberger, 39, said of 
the Gays.

Customer Ed Sparks, who 
said his grandfather helped 
build the first Ozello water line 
years ago, agreed.

“These people aren’t bother-

I

Inside the Island Outpost 
store, a table offers visitors 
brochures, notices and. for a 
donation, community calendars.

This is an Ozello store, situ­
ated on Ozello Trail, patron­
ized by folks who live, work or 
fish in Ozello.

Owner John Hackney said 
Ozello is a tight community', but 
also one where neighbors don't 
get loo excited when another 
neighbor does something both- 
ersome.

And that's why, he said, 
about 110 of the locals signed a 
petition he created urging the 
Citrus County Commission to 
side with beekeepers Randall 
and Deborah Foti.

“It's a little bit live-and-let- 
live here,” he said.

Ozello residents take sides
Ozello residents, he said, 

believe Shields and Jackie Gay 
do not share that principle. 
The Gays, who live next door to 
the Fotis, say the Fotis’ bee­
keeping operation violates 
county codes. The case is in 
court and was featured this 
week on the CBS news pro­
gram “48 Hours.”

“Effectively, the Gays are not 
a part of this community,” 
Hackney said.

The Fotis, who have lived in 
Ozello since 1991, are regular 
customers in the store and 
have a solid reputation in the 
community, he said.

"They are an established 
and appreciated part of this 
community,” Hackney said.

At Peck’s Old Port Cove near 
the end of Ozello Trail, wait­
ress Charlyne Roberger said

mailto:mwright@chronicleonlinc.com
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The 9 mile stretch of road 
from U.S. 19toOzello 
called Ozello Trail, or 
County Road 494, has 
more than two dozen 
twists and turns through 
wilderness with tides 
sometimes lapping right 
up to the roadside. The 
county started building the 
road in the 1940s and 
recently added a 
causeway forfishing at the 
west end. Many of those 
who travel the road daily 
say they are always 
discovering something 
new there.

except Saturday,” she said. 
"There’s just too many people tow­
ing boats on it"

On my travels along Ozello 
Trail during , the past 24 years, 
there have been numerous wildlife 
encounters, but the most vivid is a 
fish tale beyond belief, except that 
it’s true.

Fishing off the causeway on a 
wintry afternoon, I saw a school of 
large amberjacks chase down and 
then attack a massive pod of pin­
fish. The jacks, muscular and ag­
gressive fish, chased the pinfish in 
from the gulf and trapped them 
against the causeway. The feeding 
frenzy was spectacular.

The jacks' rushed in by the 
dozen, slapping the water with 
powerful tails, each smack produc-. 
ing a concussion that killed many 
pinfish. The blasts were so power­
ful that the black pinfish flew out

Please see TRAIL Page 11.......



<Z

©ffec’s arid®
O EMftW® S
widJ god®

. I

/PfzOS'

@2®0to TM

■ The winding road that 
leads to Ozello with its 
roadside water, crabs and 
leaping fish is a delightful 
stress reliever.
By JORGE SANCHEZ
Arts and Entortalnmont editor

Twisting and winding its way 
through hardwood hammocks, “

ly toward its namesake, Ozello

The serpentine highway is un- 
T . ’ .....................
Its challenging curves demand re- 
Cnaof- 'TTilo icn'f n Qnnrloxf rlritro nn 

al
This path coils, curves and dips, 
slicing through a place where a 
road was probably never meant to 
be.

windows and smell the salt air and 
hear the squnds of birds circling

more areas of water, turtles, crabs,
|____ •_____C_t______ ______________ 1___________ L

your companions.
Old-timers remember the ear-

JORGE SANCHEZ
ARTS S ENTERTAINMENT 

uuuugu iidiuwuuu iiaiuiiiuun&, “""——
past grassy salt marshes and final- paved about halfway down.
ly toward its namesake, Ozello “The rest of it was limerock, 
Trail is full of scenery and wonder, and it was laid out just as it is 

The serpentine highway is un- today, except the bridges were 
like any other road in the county, wooden,” said Luther Willis, who 
Its challenging curves demand re- recalls first driving the road in the 
spect This isn’t a Sunday drive on 1960s. Willis, now a detective with 

back road past the hay fields, the Citrus County Sheriffs Office, 
l:-- n. „:i„ ------- .k„„ said his grandmother taught at

Ozello School and his mother was 
a student.

The county started building 
Most roads are a means to an the road in the 1940s, according to 

end. Ozello Trail, a two-lane wind- County Commission records. Re- 
ing path stretching between U.S. cent additions have added an extra 
19 and the getaway community of reward at the west end: a cause- 
Ozello, is a destination in and of way for fishing and watching the 
itself. sun as it backs out of the horizon.

After a few minutes, a driver is For those who drive the road 
but a speck in a wilderness that is often, the changing scenery keeps 
re-formed daily by the tides that their sense of wonder fresh, 
lap right up to the roadway. This is Mail carrier Jeanie Riley, for 
a road less traveled, a drive- example, rides the trail six days a 
through eco-tour, a stress reliever, week. Her route takes her on the

You’ll want to roll down the main road and the less-developed 
windows and smell the salt air and side roads.''• - • 
hear the squnds of birds circling “I love seeing all the wildlife 
above. As the land gives way to the birds and the mullet,” she said' 
more areas of water, turtles, crabs, Rilfry. said she’s also learned to 
leaping fish and dolphins become appreciate the rugged beauty of 

-the landscape, covered and then 
revealed by the daily tides.
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The gulf view is beautiful from the remote community ofOzello 
and this Saturday you can enjoy an arts and crafts festival as 

residents celebrate their heritage.

Please see OZELLO, Page 3(
.1

Jan (bra
Ozello will celebrate their Island heritage with the annual Ozello Keys Arts and Crafts and Pioneer Day on Saturday, May 2. Featured artist at the event is 
PhyiHs Milton, who frequently can be found In her studio sketching the gulf view from her Oz Art Studio deck.

A key to arts and crafts
By Nancy Kennedy
Chronicle writer

\
! H .

<</V4?

Hit look me awhile to get to know a
 palm tree. The first year I looked

and sketched, then I started
painting. I figured no one would 

find me way out here ft

Phyllis Milton

beyond hope of education.’”
The school, closed in 1943. is no longer standing 

nd the Island has since been deeded to the Citrus 
 ".‘.../.J However, some of the

2 of the river, students (like Zeke Wells, Harvey and Ronny De- 
the Rochelle Busk, Horace Brown and Carl Stevens to name a 

few) are still around and meet once a year for 
union of schoolmates, family and ..Joi.'.------ ----
reunion’s come to be called Pioneer Day.

Tills year, for the fifth lime, the Ozello Keys Arts «nswc 
and Crafts Association has held their Arts and the ds 
Crafts Show in conjunction with Pioneer Days. To­
morrow, Saturday May 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., art­
ists and craftspeople from Citrus County and be­
yond will be displaying their work

The featured artist th is year is 10-year Ozello res­
ident Phyllis Milton. Mrs. Milton, who recently fin­
ished a showing of her paintings at the Citrus Na­

tional Bank in Crystal River, specializes in sea ar 
landscapes, both in acrylics and pen and ink.

Originally from New York Mrs. Milton took a 
. — paint tree, snejtrst years tuuneu lessons w’hile raising her six children and the

NCE UPON A time, down a palm -——--------------------------------------------- . went back to college to study fine arts for tw
K B tree and palmetto-lined winding and sketched, then 1 Started years. After that, she worked as a graphics artist i
■ > road that follows the St Martin’s ----------------------------------------------------------- Yonkers and New York City before returning I
1 J and Salt river, past sawgrass and painting. 1 figured no one would fine arts.

~ mangrove marshes, there lived two ----------------------------------------------------------- Ten years ago she left New York for Florida an
island communities, each with their own school find me way OUt bereft discovered Ozello. As she recalled, “I looke
The Rochelle community on Western Island con- ------------------------------------------------------------ around at the islands and thought, what a perfe«
sisted of five families: the Waddingtons, Heads, Phyllis Milton place for an artist”
Edges, Willises and Lewises. The Ozello communi- ----------------------------------------- —---- ----------- Setting up her studio on the Ozello Trail, Mr
ty had the Browns, Wellses, Stevenses and DeBus- beyond hope ofeducation.’” Milton took up her sketch pad and made herself l
ks. The school, closed in 1943, is no longer standing home. "It took me awhile to gel to know a pah

Since it seemed silly to have two schools, the and the Island has since been deeded to the Citrus trvt?- The first year I looked and sketched, then 
Rochelle families told the Ozello families that their County Historical Society. However, some of the started painting I figured no one would find m 
kids could row to school on their side of the river, students (like Zeke Wells, Harvey and Ronny De- W out here. Now though, I’ve been featured in 
The Ozello families replied by saying the Rochelle Busk Horace Brown and Carl Stevens to name a few newspaper articles and I’ve even been on TV. 
lads could row to their school on their side of the few) are still around and meet once a year for a re- (Larry Elliston's Down Home Florida) 
river. union of schoolmates, family and neighbors. This A5 the Arts and Crafts Association’s featured ar

Fortunately, this tale has a happy ending The reunion’s come to be culled Pioneer Day. Mrs. Milton will be on hand to meet the publh
two communities compromised by building a new This year, for the fifth lime, the Ozello Keys Arts answer questions, display her artistry and eitfo 
school on a separate island and all the students and Crafts Association has held their Arts and Ulc day-
had to row their boats to get to the "Isle of Knowl- Crafts Show in conjunction with Pioneer Days. To- Janice Hayden, president of the Ozello Civi 
edge.” morrow, Saturday May 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 pan., art- Club, promises a ‘‘Jammed pack day." Besides th

Reported Thelma Henderson, secretary of the ists and craftspeople from Citrus County and be- nris and crafts show, there will be a fall day’s line 
Ozello Chic Club, “At the school, the four Rs were yond will be displaying their work UP oI> activities and entertainment The entertair
taught reading (w)ritlng 'rithmetic and rowing The featured artist this year is 10-year Ozello res- nient list includes bluegrass music from the Cow 
There was an old Ozello saying’A youngster who ” ‘ ‘ “
couldn't row a boat by school age was considered
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kids enjoyed the games and a 
makeshift, swimming pool. There was a 
little something for everyone: arts and 
crafts, food fun and even historic dis­
plays.

Among the tables, two long-time 
Ozello residents Betty Bault and Hattie 
Shoots sold raffle tickets for a hand­
made shav/I and a $30 gift certificate.

Shoo id even though she move f 
to Le i. uto after the 1993 no-na 
storm, she still considers Ozello ; - 
home.

The two women were among the 
dozens of arts and crafts venders that 
set up camp between the civic club and 
the neighboring Ozello Community 
Baptist Church.

At the church, volunteers served up

“Do you remember when Peek’s (Old 
Port Cove restaurant) used to sell gro­
ceries?” Shoots asked Bault, explain­
ing how she and her husband first visit­
ed the area each winter while living in 
Indiana.

“It’s the one time all of Ozello gets 
together for socializing," said Ozello 
Fire Chief Doug Elvers, who with his 
wife, Barbara, has lived in the rural 
and remote Gulf Coast hamlet for only 
four years.

"We love it here,” said Elvers, who 
moved to Ozello from coastal Louisiana 
when he retired. “I always said I want­
ed to live near the marshes.”

As for the volunteer fire depart­
ment’s involvement with the one-day 
community “block party,” Elvers said: 
“Yes, it is important. We try to be 
involved as much as we can.”

Pointing to the half-dozen youngsters 
who frolicked in a makeshift swimming 
pool, "These are the future fire depart­
ment volunteers, you see there,” Elvers

said.
Sitting in the shade and enjoying the 

remnants of a fast-melting ice cream 
cone was 94-year-old Edna Hussey, | 
who with her son, the Rev. Jerry 
Hussey, made it a day trip to enjoy the 
festival.

"It's a wonderful time here, today,” 
Hussey said, noting that her son’s 
great-grandfather, settled in Citrus 
County in the backwaters of the 
Withlacoochee River in the year fol­
lowing the end of the Civil War.

“It’s a chance for the old-timers to 
renew acquaintances and friendships,” 
Hussey said, “and it's a time when new­
comers can find out about the past and 
the history of the region."

Among the crowd that country music 
singer Maxine Griffis sang to were O.L. 
and Margaret Lashley of Homosassa 
who were celebrating their 55th wed­
ding anniversary.

“It has been a wonderful day,” Mrs. 
Lashley said. "It’s just been great.’.’

hotdogs, icecream and lemonade.
Bault and Shoots urged everyone 

who passed by to sign their names in 
the civic club's register, serving as 
informal greeters welcoming everyone 
to the fair.

Dressed in a long, red-gingham dress 
and straw hat to befit the theme of the 
annual community celebration, the two 
women reminisced about the Ozello of 
years ago.

“Do you remember ‘Happy Helen?’ ” 
Bault asked Shoots.

While neither could recall Happy 
Helen’s last name nor when she died, 
the two chuckled as the exchanged sto­
ries about the colorftil resident “Time 
gets away from you,” Shoots said. “But : 
it’s been a couple years now that she 
has been dead."

“She was a Ziegfeld Follies girl," 
Bault chimed in.

“Remember when she wore a gold 
lame pants suit to church? She looked 
good in them.”

D.rve SisJer/Zhr
Lorraine Lech arranges her bird feeders during 
Pioneer Day. She paints the feeders while her hus­
band Joseph Lech crafts them to look like cottages.

its heritage
By Greg Erbstoesser
Shifj tinier Citrus County (Fl.) Chronicle Sunday, May 1 fdOfr

Country music singer Maxine Griffis and the eight­
piece Cowboy Junction band serenaded the two dozen 
people who set up their lawn chairs in the yard alongside 
the Ozello Civic Club.

Earlier, local folk singers Tom and Ingrid Ellis enter­
tained the small crowd with their renditions of popular 
and folk tunes at Ozello's annual Pioneer Day celebration.

While people roamed the arts and crafts booths, the
Please see OZELLO, Page 2A



o visit cousins in 
.id a daughter in Kort

Her work depicts such well-known 
scenes as “the Sugar Shack,” in the 
Chassahowitzka River, for example, 
and many other Cracker houses and 
fishing sites.

She won't stop painting, but a mild 
stroke about a year and a half ago dic- 

j tated that she slow her pace. That's the, 
| reason that present home and studio is 
; up for sale, she said.
I She and her husband. Bob Workman, 

were married three years ago on the
• patio of Ernest Hemingway's home in 
’ Key West.

They moved to their present house 
shortly after the 1993 no-name storm 
extensively damaged the Oz Studio at 
the end of Ozello Trail on Salt Bay.

The couple revamped the present 
property, purchased from Lucy 
Decidue, who once used the home as a 
yoga and meditation retreat

She said they participated in several 
small digs for Indian artifacts in a 
nearby midden, finding some potteiy 
shards archaeologists dated to 200 B.C.

Her sketches of Florida historical 
artifacts led to a commission from the 
State Parks Service to design postcards 
for sale at the Crystal River State 
Archaeological Site north of Crystal 
River.

But the Hora and fauna and water­
ways of the Ozello Keys is her first love.

"I would say that sunsets are my spe-

ARTIST
. continued front Page l.\

cialty,” Milton said. She refers to them | 
as "Ozello gold” in her brochures.

"Deciding what to paint Ims never 
been a concern for me because I am 
surrounded by more than I will ever be 
able to use," she says of her mode of 
operation. "I feel that my subjects 
choose me rather than my choosing 
them.”

Some of those subjects she views 
from what she calls her "think tanks." a 
wooden Adirondack chair on a sun­
drenched bluff, a tapestry draped hum­
mock on the wrap-around veranda of 
her home, and island-hopping in her 
canoe.

Especially when focusing on marine 
birds, she quickly sketches and then 
finishes the works in her studio to 
avoid the hot Florida sun and array of 
dive-bombing insects.

The artis’ •••wed to Ozello after a 
trip to 
Chassahos 
Lauderdale.

"In high school 1 always wanted to 
paint, but I got married instead," said 
Mil;.-', the mother of six children. She 
said she later worked in a silk screen­
ing stud'O to earn money for art sup­
plies.

A native of Bradley Beach, N.J., 
Milton eventually parlayed her talent 
into doing free-lance ml work for casi­
nos in Atlantic City mid then graphic 
ail fora corporation in New York.

She has an associates in arts degree, 
courses at Parson's School of Design in 
New York, and studied with artist 
Elaine Sinnard in New York.
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Editor - Don Whitehead 352-563-6557

“Summer “postcards”

Sherry & Phil Goodman

■

The Canadians - Brenda & Dave Richards

Next OCA meeting - Saturday, October 12 at 9:30am

The weather has been wonderful here and it has been 
perfect for(sailing.

We have been camping on the Hook which is always a 
challenge in this area, but the scenery is sooooo worth 
it.

We have been sailing during the summer on our 
wonderful Georgian Bay, (a large beautiful bay which 
is part of Lake Huron.)

We went to Seattle Seafair and San Juan Islands.- 
It was a beautiful trip!

'"'e spent a week in Seattle Washington visiting family 
August.

Jim Obedzinski. President 
Cecelia, Treat, Vice President 
Don Whitehead, Treasurer 
Jeanne Obedzinski, Secretary
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Donations to charities, an annual educational scholarship and social gatherings keep the mission intact.

Jane Vandenbergh - Historian

1r

—

Two festivals are put on each year, The Art and Fine Craft Festival and the Chili Cook Off Festival. Monthly 
meetings provide a chance to visit with neighbors and get all of the news sorted out. The outdoor pavilion 
has been recently repaired and a new septic system was installed. The roof is new in 2012 and the exterior 
was painted in 2O13.The purpose of the organization remains the same: to preserve the community’s 
welfare and its resources.

«

Neighborhood Association

The Ozello Civic Association, a small set back building on the trail has been a place for the members to 
gather since November, 1965. It was originally called the Ozello Civic Club. After it was built, it was utilized 

a place for the Baptists to hold their church services until the church was built on the property next door.
i -<n told that the residents of Ozello also got their supply of fresh water from this building prior to having the 
water lines installed. Voting occurred in this building as it was designated Precinct #4. Pioneer Days was a 
successful event held in May to bring back the families and friends of those living in Ozello in the early 
days.

The OCA continued to host Pioneer Days in May to focus on the history of the area. Families and friends 
that lived on the islands of Ozello in the past were encouraged t come for “story telling" time. Of course, 
arts and craft, plus grilled food were offered for sale. Beli> Griffi i became the President in the 90's. She 
continued the outdoor yard sales. If you paid the organization $5.00 you could put up a table and try to sell 
your personal “treasures." Again the grill was brought out to cook hamburgers and hotdogs in order to 
make a profit. The St Patrick Day’s feast, free for all comers rnnt lued under the presidency of Barbara 
Elvers. Curt Pace, Wilbur Bates, and Clarke Moore have ' e ganization during the last few years, 
h'^re people have joined.

On May 22, 1985 the Ozello Civic Club had an official proclamation to designate June 1 as John Brown’s 
Day to commemorate long time resident John Brown. There was a group called Sew and So that met 
during the week and Bingo was played on Saturday nights. Past Presidents were Paul Waterman Sr. 
Francis and Janice Hagden. When I became a member of the OCA in 1991 it was run by a small tight knit 
group. Carl and Sarah Benson became officers after moving here in 1996 . To bring in funds they hosted a 
pancake breakfast for free on Saturday mornings. They did have a basket out if you wanted to make a 
small donation but there was no pressure to do so. They also had yard sales and instituted the auto tag 
sale. Sara had her own highway litter control project cleaning up tossed bottles and cans twice a week on 
a 5 mile route. A group of women used the building to play cards on a weekly basis.



OCA Newsletter - Note from Jim Obedzinski - Ozello Civic Association President

FALL FORWARD
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I e to see you there! .Saturday October 12,9 .0 am.

Jim Obedzinski

Garden Club

1

I

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: Abby Morrison & Wayne Spaulding

14728 W. Black Creek Dr. Ozello, 352-949-8032 - email redandabi@aol.com

II

Welcome to Ozello: Josh and Jennifer Holland and 
their children Joanna and “little” Josh who recently 
located here from Hawaii where Josh was in the 
military. The Holland family will be living on 
Fishcreek with Josh’s mother Debi Sullivan.
We appreciate the service given to our country, 
especially Josh's three tours in Iraq.

Plans for upcoming meetings will be discussed as well as any other topics members wish to bring up. We 
always enjoy show and tell. Anyone interested in gardening is invited to attend.

The first meeting of the OCA Garden Club for the season will be Tuesday, October 15th at 1:30 pm 
at Doris Durante's home at 1635 S. Wallace Pt.

To me, the best part of the arrival of fall is the renewed acquaintances of dearly missed friends from afar. 
Another highlight will be partnering with the many o*' -?rs to bring more deserved kudos to Jane Beller as 
she continues to plan for the upcoming Arts Festk

My fall plan is to continue to cry every time the Buc’s play and since Snook season opened 9-1-13, I hope 
to hunt this elusive fish with the same passion I had asking my wife to marry me 39 years ago. So that’s my 
plan, what is yours? Autumn is the ideal time to join the fun at the Ozello Civic Center.

Another notable item is the progression of development taking place on the old "Pirates Cove” site. 
Jeanne and I attended a Citrus County Planning and Development Commission meeting on August 15^ in 
Lecanto. George Decker, site owner, requested the removal of an unconstructed right of way in an 
unrecorded subdivision in Ozello as part of redeveloping the former “Pirate Cove” property. The County 
approved the request allowing Mr. Decker clear title to the property. The County basically vacated the 
easement since it was never maintained. Going forward, Mr. Decker plans to bring his development 
application to Land Planning. There is sure to be more on this in our upcoming meetings.

3 
<y
$ !
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f ?ach summer wanes, I often find myself assessing how the season went. Was Jeanne's tomato crop a 
Success? For the sake of preserving a marriage, I will say it was better than last year’s. However, her 
eggplant harvest was amazing! On the brighter side, this year’s scallop harvest was nothing short of 
spectacular. Crystal River made a splash in the August edition of US Airways In-Flight Magazine called 
“Diving for Dinner”. The story, by Alison Clark (teaches journalism at UF), details the scallop experience 
from boarding the boat to eating her catch.

mailto:redandabi@aol.com


“In the Grass Flats” by Jane Vandenbergh

Photos by Don Whitehead and Jeanne Obedzinski

1
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Ladies Lunch News

In October we will be going to Chefs of Napoli in Inverness.

For information contact Mary Whitehead 352-563-6557

There is NO outing in December.

A red flag signals that swimmers are snorkeling, 
an undersea adventure, what are they discovering?

The mollusks are easy to grab when the water is not so deep, 
Take them home to clean, cook and eventually eat.

Racing to the west where the sun does set, 
gives a summer pleasure you won’t soon forget.

In the grass flats, out near St Martin’s Keys, 
life abounds under the sea.

Patiently hunt, look and seek,
Find star fish, sponges and, of course, scallops, oh so sweet.

Lunch dates are: Friday, October 25th, 2013 - Wednesday, November 13th 2013
Monday, January 13th, 2014-Thursday, February 13th, 2014-Tuesday, March 11th, 2014
Friday, April 11th, 2014

The Ozello Ladies Lunch group had their new season planning coffee meeting on Friday September 20th 
at the OCA.

I 
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Racing to the west where the sun does set, 
many boats on the horizon will soon be met. 
’ at is on the water?
Sea crafts filled with parents and their sons and daughters.
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Snowy Delfino - Shih tzu parade dog

Um

Great cake Irma 1!
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Gary Thompkins’ Ozello 4th of July Parade

The parade was a lot of fun.
Cn^ was followed by lunch featuring Gary’s 

smoked brisket and a wonderful cake recipe 
shared by one member to another, which was 
used as a birthday party "up north" and was a 
definite hit!!!! Thanks Irma. Thanks also to 
the Island Outpost.

IS®
Our Jane Vandenbergh
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’ presents the largest selection of. 

Uno watches on the sun coast .

$750

men! nF tho 
Because 

Croat spent

She is in an .
I ,' exhaltation of glory 

at the ball. Her 
brilliant silk brocade ■
gown, ablaze with

i'i' crystals and pailettes. ■

II - ' '
She selected her ' 

gown at Sherman’s.
. . where the most 

fashionable clothes.
= - - - ■
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- space station.
of Ihc container's 

sd.' It would burn up

The few youngsters wt 
to ride the bus were rest 
of liny Ozello whose votin' 
has risen from IB to 
year. "And we all vote, 
slander said.

"My children" were waltlnf 
for Mrs. Thomas all along hei 
25 mile route. Wilh the gretik«l 
of case she piloted the lumber- 
’“It bus swiftly over a hard 
_..’t road as winding as an un- 

 „ coiled spring.
/} out. THE RUS rocked and rolled’ 

ijjl c larger and ricocheted from Ozello, to 
j e, round Tropical Terrace, Aero Estates 

H; ,h chan- Paradise Trailer Park, Putter 
Ji ’ marsh Place. Woodward Park and 

<od both Dead End. Here Fern Thom-
as maneuvered the bus Into a 

4 ugh '—” right-aboul-faco with the help 
! | of j of shouted directions from the 

children. "You have to get out 
in, gray of here just right, or you got 

I I old boat cither the fence or the tele- .
 from .phone pole." Then on to Palm 

mis and Springs and Crystal River.
present Al cnch slop It was "HI, • 
learned Cranny" nnd "Good morning, 

•ilhmclic. babies." When all the greetings 
were over, Mrs. Thomas grinned 
Into the rear view mirror al tho 

illcrlng, laughing brood of
— plus.

AS THE YOUNG people — 
kindergartners to high school 
seniors — piled oul of the bus'
— 1 ------ * '-.to school, viva-

. omns called out
.cheerfully to a fellow bus drlv- 
er, "I'm running late — in the 
doghouse wilh ’em today."

Five minutes later, at 8:30 
a.m., she stood nt attention 
while two boys rnlscd the flag 
...J the Pledge of Allegiance 
rang through tho school's 
open windows.

3’hen she parked her bus on 
a side road, climbed Into her 
25-ycar-oId jalopy .and drove 
home Io help her husband in 
their truck garden.

At 2:30 p.m. she'd be back 
to redistribute her charges by 
bus and boat and finish her 
long working day by 5 p.m.

$675 o

‘ that link these wonderfully accurate watches to truly 
■■ 'y handsome bracelets and, for the final, brilliant touch, 

add the glamour of large full-cut diamonds. This is lime 
; • at its most beautiful best forall her fashionable hour/,

also 14-Kfr Bracelet Watches from $100

Prices Include Federal lax Charge or budget
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miles from
IN McGREGOn, Tex., she bcen, *!''cd ln 

drove a lift truck for tho gov- **xrd " llP e 
ernmont. "That was where 1 never was

• TNT was loaded Into bombs h"1,se • • • 
before they were shipped over- n,le 10 Iln'* r 

■--is. I look empty shells off Pl«ce, so we 
....Irond box cars nnd reloaded ,°“s* on

. them after they were filled ., 
lo think of the danger," •

In 1036 Fern enme to Florida, 
a divorcee with two young

. daughters, to bo near her'broth- 
George Plncgar Is.a

They’ve lived in lhe St. Mar­
lin's River area about a year. 
"We moved for a change and lo 
meet new people. When you 
slay in one. place too long, wor 
your luck runs out." !?.

1MASES obtained an 
’"v tho "old Berry 

,  20 acres of land. 
The old house, some three 
miles from Ozello, had nol 

n for 10 years. "We 
enough lo Jive In.

i much for keeping 
We haven't been 

a clear title lo the 
e may build a new

Jca  ... our three waterfront   —
■ • build", w/dodc w'llh .‘Se1’ f'«" Tl">ro,"’ l'"’
, Won't anybody h.v« b tel out fnlbuMojm for ho «ry h 

•>«. tot lhe boot) In lhe rain." I™1' 1 " ?
mg , as they'll have me. "1 love in

- uauRiuoia, iu uu iicnr nvi uioth- • Meanwhile they add to their boat run," Iho boat-bus drive 
er. George Plncgar Is.a Hills- Income by selling vegetables snid. "You’re so wide nwnk
borough County deputy sheriff, from tholr Jointly tended truck and feel so good from thr

i She was married to John L garden. When the weather Is salty air. But the most lmpo<
Thomas, "born, and roared In frigid, John Thomas takes the -tanl part Is, I love my youiu

• Pasco County," 12 ycara ago. ' school boat run for his wife, uns."

J i -3>ion of 6rMoo\SbermanS 
f'. . «<Z432 First Avenue. Norttvs^D 
§ StPetersburg. Fla..

C^uenina

Spectacular. J

W/io Loves Her Job
What of this woman who They’ve lived In lhe St. Mar- This gives her an opporlunlly 

. works from dawn to dusk.’tak- un's River area about a year. ?vnn,? l,p 1,0 bUS ‘ "P 
; Ing children lo school by boat „We movcd for fl chanf,c flnd l0 children.
. USt. . « mocl ncw Pe°p|c- When you this red-haired blue-eyed

. ;„hFo^'n?vXp%« .l.y m O.. PUC. U. !o„,. W^ WIU.
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for.llio Two, h.lrclrlc Hall- Uo„ t0 b,ly Ull! -„|d nerry lhl, „.i(0 ol Clitt. Brewer ul 
way.'Tvo driven callle Iruek, mJ ils ;a acrcs of land. Tanl,„. "They're with II..

■ — every kind you can think 0|{| house, some three Royal American Slnte Fair nn«
• miles from Ozello, had nol aren't homo enough to ken 

,j18 been lived In lor 10 years. "We the boys In school. Anyway
\1M| drove ‘a'llft’iruck’ for* the gov- U "P enough to live In they’d ralher be with me."

■' '2 • TNT °WM loaded lid'o tomb' to",™ Wo'haSeoT to!n Mr7. Tlioma,'younaer dauilli
_______________________________________-.Ml befor,Wlh*eylwere,1>ldppedl^wl'r. I'new n" uch’'ol'clearwilen’Th.
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is repeated each 
school day — promptly at 6:45 a.m, 
— at Ozello, where St. Marlin’s 
River widens into the Gulf of Mex< 

. ico.
Its central figure is Mrs. Fern

1/

chose the colors," she $:• 
chuckle. The hull is gr; 
boys. The girls' clinic 
pink, was used to paint 
under which the kids I 
stormy days.

For fair weather or 
three-mile boat run g< 
surely as there arc class 
moment, only three islam 
go to school by boat.

•First to be picked ii| 
. titular day, were the Del 

. While their parents wa 
the doorway of their ho 
15 and Barry, 9, ran do 

. dock chased after by :■ 
dog.

Then with Billy nu 
boat — by special pen 

• Granny Thomas — the t 
off to another island.

(Please see OZELLO

(John L.) Thomas, who in Septem- 
. bcr, became one of Florida's last 

remaining drivers of a boat-bus 
school route.
’ Her job is to pick up by boat • 

' children who live on the isolated
islands of the area. Then by bus, 
she takes them to Crystal River 
School together with their main­
land fellows.

"Granny" Thomas, as the young­
sters fondly call her, owns the boat 
she runs. She bought the little 16- 
footcr complete with kicker and 

; lifejackets for $160 from her pre­
decessor, Walter Phcil. ’

• ’• '.'My kids (her passengers) • •

Of The Times Staff .
Gray clouds hung low over the 

salt marsh country, between Homo­
sassa Springs and Crystal River.’

In the misty dampness a woman 
, • wrapped herself in a big coat, then 

clambered from a makeshift dock 
into a small boat.

With many determined tugs at • 
. the starter rope, she browbeat the 

•' ■stubborn little.outboard motor into 
/action, f .*

A sudden roar and she was off 
in the half-light—a vigorous moth- 

. crly figure with wind-tossed red 
. hair, standing tallin the stern of a 

■ pink and gray streak.
’■ Twisting, winding,- slewing . 

; • around islands of marsh-grass, •, 
"cliurning the waler into whipped 
cream peaks, went this woman- 
with-a-purposc.
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the coastal area - tvhat
the natives call

Please see ARTIST, Page 2A
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Her paintings and 
sketches mark the
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preservation of 
historical landmarks in

Local artist finds her

, .. _ ''77
Matthew Bcch/7Zw Chronicle

Phyllis Milton-Workman of Ozello uses her “Quiet Chair" 
to sketch many pieces of her artwork. Milton-Workman 
is gazing upon St. Martins Bay.

Matthew Beck/7be Chronicle
This original acrylic on 

canvas painting is of 
one of the thousands 

of islands in the St.
Martin's area of 

Ozello.
Phyllis Milton- 

Workman calls the 
work “Pink West."

^7- id

I

. ;\

7 JV
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ing village. Many of the paintings 
sold had been on commission.

But now it's time to ease up, 
she said, and that is the reason 
for her "100 Prints” exposition 
March 23, 24, 30 and 31 at the 
Ozello Civic Center.

The retrospective of her work' 
at the Oz Art Studio is more than 
a show of artistic talent. Her 
paintings and sketches marks 
the preservation of historic land­
marks in the coastal area — 
what the natives call "old 
Florida.”

r 7

>.. ■ ■

“old Florida. ’’

drawings during her 15 years . . 
and around the Gulf Coast fish-

* £

inspiration in scenery
By Julianne Munn
Staff writer

Graceful palms ... softly wav­
ing sawgrass ... stately blue 
herons and snowy egrets... they 
all come alive on canvas from 
the tip of Phyllis Milton's paint­
brush.

i There is no dearth of inspira­
tion for this noted Citrus County 
■artist, situated in a stilt home 
atop an Indian midden on the 
■St. Martin’s River overlooking 
;Ozello’s natural wonders.
• Working with acrylics and pen 
,'and ink, Milton has sold more 
than 400 of her paintings and 
I

’'■■Al' 1

7 V':F" V
>48 •***'*



Ozello I
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by Mae Witte
PIONEER DAYS

"Happy Birthday "to an 
old time pioneer of 
Ozello, Mr. John Gould 
Pratt (now a resident of 
Homosassa) will be 80 
years old on May 31.

Mr. Pratt also recalls 
another hunting trip when 
he was an Ozello lad of 
ten years old. This par­
ticular day he accompa­
nied his two brothers 
William Lee and Oswell 
and one of the Arkebauer 
boys. John shot and killed 
a wild turkey with his 16 
gauge Remington shotgun. 
It was one of the largest 
wild turkeys he had ever 
seen and it weighed 42 
pounds. His brothers 
wanted to help him carry 
it the two miles home, 
but he said, "I shot it and 
I'll carry it." He did 
carry it home but what a 
job as the turkey was 
nearly as large as he was 
and it really became quite 
a struggle. First he would 
drag it by the neck, then 
swing it over his shoulder 
for awhile. He then tried 
pulling it by one leg and 
finally hung it over his 
back putting a leg on each 
side of his neck leaving 
the head drag on the 
ground as he walked. The 
boys kept offering to help 
carry it but still he re­
fused and they finally 
arrived hime, with anex- 

• hausted but very proud I 
'boy. ------ ——-------- ■



GETTING READY - Looking across the fallen Ozello school building, on School House Island, 
above picture shows Oze*’o citizens preparing to install American and Bicentennial flagpoles, 
prior to starting project to restore the ancient school.
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Darrel Lilly throws a horseshoe as his friend Ron Perry doffs his shirt to take the 
challenge. Both are from West Virginia.

of mail
" distance <

( Mexico,

shrimp, 
wealh- 

with 
most 

20 years

Citru«H«rn»ndo Time* — BOB MOREL AND

Justine Havrlak of Homosassa Springs goes fishing on the far side of a 
bright field of yellow flowers.

or»
pie

As a spot'
those names t_____ r

L trying to locate exact 
Si drop the Ozello any?
1 And who can bli

and somewhat of a symbol of the laid- 
back lifestyle of Ozello with his salt and 
pepper beard and red bandana tying back 
a thatch of curly hair.

Stirner walks the eight-or-so-mile 
length of the two-lane blacktopped road 
each day with his pit bulldog Tiger. When 
Tiger takes a notion, he dives right in one 
of the roadside waterholes for a swim 
while his master picks wild flowers.

There is business going on in Ozello. 
Pijople here work for a living. Thik is not a 
community of the idle rich.

Bill Thomas clamps a cigarette be­
tween his lips and begins talking about his 
crab business.

“WE’RE JUST starting up for 
eight month season," Thomas says above 
the sound of salt water splashing from 
plastic pipes into shallow tubes.

Six or eight fishermen bring these in, 
he says hoisting a fierce looking blue crab 
out of the water. "We'll keep them here 
until they shed."

Sea OZELLO, Page 3

easy-going residents have mixed feelings 
as change creeps up on sleepy Ozello

By ROY MAYS 
Tim** St*H Wfiix

OZELLO — West of the rolling pine 
and oak studded hills of mainland Citrus 
County, within rowing distance of the 
blue waters of the Gulf of Mexico, lies a 
place a world opart.

Il’s a beer and fried fish ' 
A place where sitting on t 

a fishing pole in nne hand 
head swaying sleepily 
sign of contentment, not lazix 

<’ Everyone’s your backslaj 
shaking friend at the week 
Pirate's Cove bar or you 
much to yourself. Peopl 
here.

It’s off the beaten path. A place the 
tourists haven't discovered.

AND ONLY A small road depart­
ment sign on U.S. 19 marks the way to 
Ozello.

Ozello is where city dwellers from St. 
Petersburg, Tampa and Ocala escape on 
weekends to unwind in lavish stilt houses, 
■egging cottages and molding trailers 
tucked away from the casual eye and hid­
den by gnarled cedar and ageless palms.

There ore few natives among the 400 
or so families in Ozello. This is where peo­
ple coma to from someplace else.

*----------ton the map, Ozello is one of
the mapmakers seem wary of 

■* - exactly. They seem to just
, _ ____ lywhere the type fits.
And who can blame them? No town 

square; there’s not really a town.

THERE IS A volunteer fire depart­
ment in a new building, a water board 
with its own water tank right behind the 
Ozello Community Baptist Church and a 
meeting hall.

But from that point on, any structured 
form of government is strictly self im­
posed.

Ozellans tend to like it that way.
Tucked away in the sawgrass plains, 

cedar hammocks and palm islands along 
SR 494, Ozello is a water place.

People fish, catch crabs and 
collect oysters and shells, pick up t 
ered cedar driftwood that floats in 
the tide and generally live a life that 
of the rest of Florida passed by 
ago.

THERE’S A GROWING artist colo- 
ny here, says Jim Stirner, an artist himself

i world.
the dock with 

....I and a dog’s 
under the other is a 

■—iness.
slapping, hand 

. skly fish fry at 
i can keep pretty 
de are like that
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continue until 4 or 5 p.m.
Ozello was settled in Civil War 

times aad is still a small, quiet com­
munity located on the water six 
miles west of U.S. 19 on S.R. 494.

Its lawg-time residents take great 
pride ■ their comrhunity and many 
old families in the county trace their 
roots ta this area. There are still a 
numbs of families with members 
who attended the famous Ozello 
school, known as the “School of 
Knowledge," located on an island 
which the children reached by boat.

Jorma. oivwu is one such resident 
who was bom in Ozello and has lived 
there aH his life. The road he lives on 
is named after him. At one time he 
was in charge of getting the island 
children to and from the mainland by 
boat, then busing them into Crystal

River to school.
A previous event honored Brown 

  and Agnes DeBusk, also an Ozello 
will be driving down a winding road pioneer. Brown and his wife, the for- 
in order to step back in time and visit mer Helen Hough of Crystal River

Step back in time 
to Ozello's 'Pioneer 
Da/ this Saturday 
By ESTHER DUNCAN 
Chronicle Writer______________

This Saturday, May 2, a lot of folks

mer Helen Hough of Crystal River 

to attend the occasion. However, 
Agnes DeBusk, whose presence was I 

will be missed.
 There will be a display of old 

be there, including Alex Griffin, photographs, newspaper clippings 
------• ‘hz zzzz~.z“zz, zz “11 a"d memorabilia in the Civic Center 

Charles Allen, David Benton and for a» to enjoy. Everyone is urged to , 
bring whatever items they have to 
share with others.

Old-timers will naturally con­
gregate there and those interested 
will be able to hear many a

with each other in Ozello, one of and of a pioneer family herself, plai 
Citrus County’s oldest communities. “ u-----------

Called "Pioneer Day," the event 
will honor .is pioneers as part of this anticipated, is now hospitalized and 
year’s County Centennial. Represen- ‘ :~"J
tatives of the Centennial Committee 
will t 
chairman of the committee, as well 
as 
Marcia Beasley.

Saturday’s event will take place on 
Civic Outer grounds, near the water 
tower. A huge banner out front mil 
proclaim, "Pioneer Day, May 2nd.” , ..
Festivities will open at 11 a.m. and fascinating tale of what life in Ozello 

and on its nearby islands was like in 
this community’s early days.

Races and games will be held and 
special entertainment provided, in­
cluding Jack Smith and his "Kitchen 
Band" from the Multi-Purpose 
Senior Citizen Center at Lecanto.

A chicken barbecue will be served 
with tickets available for purchase. 
at the door of the Civic Center. 
Proceeds from the barbecue will be ' 
used for the future installation of a : 
shuffle board court.

"Everyone is welcome. In fact, j 
we’re looking forward to meeting 
first-time visitors as well as old-' 
timers," Thelma Henderson. Com-’ 
mittee Chairman, said. “There will . * 
be a lot of sunbonnets, so if you have ' i 
one handy to wear you'll blend in 
with the crowd.
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Homosassa, then hauled 
by boat to the island.

There were some nice
citrus groves in the mak- Bay Pines Hospital iri St. 
ing around Ozelloand Mr. Petersburg for a knee

and the day was spent 
with each one working to 
finish their own project.

Mrs. Rose Cortazzo 
was welcomed as a new

ing around Ozelloand Mr. Petersburg for 
a iarge Operation.

then metropolis of 
Florida west coast.

One of those settlers 
was William Henry Har­
rison Pratt, a 1st. Lieu­
tenant in the Confederate 
Army, entering the serv­
ice at the age of 16-- 
fought the Indians and 
Northerners. He and his 
family of six, (3 girlsand 
3 boys) settled on an 
island in a bay they named 
Piatt’s Bay (later named 
Greenleaf Bay).

They built a four room 
house, covering the sides 
and roof with palmetto. 
Later they built a much 
larger home from pine 
lumber. The lumber was 
transported by train to tbe WAF, formerly

Ozello
Miss Sandra Mae Witte 

spent the weekend with a 
friend Miss Barbara But­
ler, of St. Pete and 
attended Barbara’s grad­
uation.

Mrs. Mae Vincentfrom 
Lake City has been enjoy­
ing a two weeks vacation 
at her cottage on Sunset 
Isles.

"Happy Birthday" to 
the following for the 
month of June: Mr. Fred 
Rothermel, Danny Sharp, 
Richard Lambert, Mrs. 
Mary Kirkwood and 
Elizabeth Cox,

Ozello News
by Mae vntte Springs but missed Ozello

PIONEER DAYS so mucb) they moved 
Around 1880, a group of back ______

settlers, bent onmakinga —rfie Ozello Sewlnd So 
go of fruitgrowing, estab- Club met Thurs. June 8, j 
lished themselves along - -•............ •
the north and south banks 
of the St. Martin's River. 
At that time there was no 
road and the only access 
to civilization was by boat member into the club and 

, up the coast to Cedar Key, brought a pine needle 
“ . purse she already had

started, as her project.
We also enjoyed a visit 

from Mrs.’ May Vincent of 
Lake City.

Miss Barbara Caulk, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jay Caulk has returned 
to her home in Kokomo, 
Ind. Barbara has really 
enjoyed her two weeks 
stay with her family.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Cournoyer spent several 
days vacation at Daytona 
Beach.

Mrs. Monnie Brown has 
now moved and taken up 
residence in Brooksville. 
She will sure be missed.

Miss Janet A. Evers in 
’ sta­

tioned at Carsmell Air 
Force Base at Fort 
Worth, Tex. will enter

Pratt planted t 
grove on his property 
from seed. His son-in- 
law Bryant Moody owned 
a 5 acre grove where the 
Civic Club is now located, 
and many acres of groves 
across the road from it, 
extending to the Kirk­
woods property and the 
"Old Trading Post". Nu­
merous citrus groves ■ 
were scattered around the 
Ozello area.' Most folks

- planned on getting rich 
from the citrus business 
and then the “Big 
Freeze” of 1895-96 fixed 
their dreams by killing 
the trees. Unlike most of 
the other Florida areas, 
citrus growing was aban- . , „

1 ... . „
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age of 16-- 
Indians and

Petersburg for 
operation.

Ozello News
Springs but missed Ozello 
so much, they moved 
back. ______ „
"The Gzeilo Sew and So

Club met Thurs. June 8, I 
and the day was spent 
with each one working to 
finish their own project.

Mrs. Rose Cortazzo 
was welcomed as a new 
member into the club and 
brought a pine needle 
purse she already had 
started, as her project.

We also enjoyed a visit 
from Mrs. May Vincent of 
Lake City.

Miss Barbara Caulk, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jay Caulk has returned 
to her home in Kokomo, 
Ind. Barbara has really 
enjoyed her two weeks 
stay with her family.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Cournoyer spent several 
days vacation at Daytona 
Beach.

Mrs. Monnie Brown has 
now moved and taken up 
residence in Brooksville. 
She will sure be missed.

Miss Janet A. Evers in 
the WAF, formerly sta­
tioned at Carsmell Air 
Force Base 
Worth, Tex. will enter

Ozello
Miss Sandra Mae Witte 

spent the weekend with a 
friend Miss Barbara But­
ler, of St. Pete and 
attended Barbara's grad­
uation.

Mrs. Mae Vincent from 
Lake City has been enjoy­
ing a two weeks vacation 
at her cottage on Sunset 
Isles.

"Happy Birthday" to 
the following for the 
month ofx June: Mr. Fred 
Rothermel, Danny Sharp, 
Richard Lambert, Mrs. 
Mary Kirkwood and 
Elizabeth Cox,

^y Mae^V^tte

PIONEER DAYS
Around 1880, a group of 

settlers, bent onmakinga 
go of fruitgrowing,estab­
lished themselves along 
the north and south banks 
of the St. Martin's River. 
At that time there was no 
road and the only access 
to civilization was by boat 

» up the coast to Cedar Key, 
then metropolis of the 
Florida west coast.

One of those settlers 
was William Henry Har­
rison Pratt, a 1st. Lieu­
tenant in the Confederate 
Army, entering the serv­
ice at the ' ' 
fought the 
Northerners. He and his 
family of six, (3 girlsand 
3 boys) settled on an 
island In abay they named 
Platt's Bay (later named 
Greenleaf Bay).

They built a four room 
house, covering the sides 
and roof with palmetto. 
Later they built a much 
larger home from pine 
lumber. The lumber was 
transported by train to 
Homosassa, then hauled 
by boai to the island. Force Base at Fort |

There were some nice Worth> Tex. wlll enter 
citrus groves in the mak- Q pines Hospital lrt St. 
mg around Ozello and Mr. Petersburg for a knee 
Pratt planted a large 
grove on his property 
from seed. His son-in- 

. law Bryant Moody owned 
a 5 acre grove where the 
Civic Club is now located, 
and many acres of groves 
across the road from it, 
extending to the Kirk­
woods property and the 
"Old Trading Post". Nu­
merous citrus groves ■ 
were scattered around the 
Ozello area. Most folks 

- planned on getting rich 
from the citrus business 
and then the "Big 
Freeze" of 1895-96 fixed 
their dreams by killing 
the trees. Unlike most of 
the other Florida areas, 
citrus growing was aban­
doned, and many families 
left the Ozelloarea, some 
of the hardy ones re­
mained and went back to 
fishing, their livelihood. 

Mr, Pratt sold his home 
and citrus grove to 
Greenleaf Crosby from 
Jacksonville Just before 
the “Big Freeze” for 
$5,000.00; that was a for­
tune at that time. He and 
his family moved to High .
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FIRST Baptist Church: "Christmas Package and Choir"

61

low

SECOND year winner, Ray Davison, commercial entry

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds

itlndus- 
be built 

In the 
the

one
1395.00
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First Place Floats At Crystal River

flid** 
ind- 
EQ, 

, rear 
4S air 

i wall 
ue/black 
th black 
$3295.00

FordStation Wagon, 4D 
Country Sedan V/8, 
A/T, radio, heater, 
WSW tires $595.00

jntry Seda 
T, radio, 

>W tires

US :
- "TW ■

66 Impala Spt. ( pe.
275 HP Engire, p 
glide trans.,. 
radio, rear i 
rear seats'**’1 
suspension, 
glass, 4S al^ 
large wheel) 
14’ _____
WSW Beige 
Interior

65 Chevy Cu; 
van Auter 
radio, h«> 
ger seat . 
seat. One 
15,000 actua 
like new Only$199J

. 327- 
igire, powei 
;., F/B, P/S, 
-- antenna, 

cnx awutspei ker, spl. 
tisnnnslon, tinted 

*(• condt., 
irge wheel) covers, 
I" wheel EQ, 825x14 
few Rni»n vjlth fawn 

;$3143.00

i cyl.
tea ter. 1

$61

BEVERLY HILLS
Big Beverly Hills Project

Beverly Hills—A hos­
pital, shopping center, 
condominium apartment

65 Chevy It ID Sedan, S' ' 
cyl., A/T, radio, heat­
er, tinted windshield. 
Clean $15r’5.00

65 Chevrolet truck Long 
wheel base, V/8, A/T, 
radio, heater, rear 
bumper, West Coast 
mirrors, heavy rear 

.. bh_;ngs..We sold this 
truck new, 19,000 
actual miles. $1695.00

61 Dodge 4D 6 cyl. stand­
ard trans., radio, 
heater, WSW tires. 
Very clean $595.00

64 Chevelle Malibu 4D 
Sedan, V/8, A/T, 
radio, heater, power 
steering, factory air, 
WSW tires, bright 
metal wheel covers. 
One owner, Clean 

$1795.00

63 Ford Galaxy 4D Sedan 
V/8, A/T, heater, tint­
ed windshield, WSW 
tires. Clean, '***'’ 
owner car. $K

62 Ford .^Falcon statloi 
wagon 6 cyl. A/T, 
radio, heater. Local 
car. $695.00

Custom Sports- 
utomatlc trans., 
heater, passen- 

plus middle 
' owner, 

I miles, 
>5.00

6 cyl. 
. This 
44,000 

Traded. 
u»r by re­

gentleman In 
,»11 s. One 

$695.00

61 Studebaker 2D Sedan 
radio, .heater, A good 
buy at........$395.00

61 Rambler 2D ( 
standard trans, 
car has only 
actual miles, 
in on new car 
tired gent 
Beverly Hili 
owner

65 Chevrolet Impala 4D 
Sedan V/8, A/T, P/B, 
P/S, radio, heater, 
tinted glass, factory 
air, WSW tires, Beau­
tiful maroon finish 
with black interior. 
Extra Clean $2395.00

65 Chevrolet impala 4D 
Sedan, 6 cyl. , A/T, 
radio, heater, back-up 
lights, seat belts, air 
condt., WSW tires, 
very low miles.

$2195.00

Adkins Chevrolet 
Sales Inc. "

structure and light 
trial plant are to 1 
here starting 
spring, Sam Kellner, 
developer, announced.

66 Chevy II Nova 4D! 
Sedan, 2 83 -V/8 en­
gine, A/T, P/S, tinted 
windshield, radio, 
heater, back-up lights, 
seat belts,large wheel 
covers. Tut one tur­
quoise and white with 
aqua Interior

$1995.00

"IGOFORTHESE

JYS"
66 Caprice Custom Cpe. 

V/8, A/T, P/B, P/S, 
turbo-hydrbmatlc 
trans,, 396 - 325 HP 
Engine, tinted glass, 
simulated wood steer­
ing wheel, 4S air condt. 
head rest bench seat, 
radio, rent seat 
speaker, rearantenna, 
825X14 whltfe wall 
tires, 14” sh'eel EQ, 
beautiful danube blue/ 
beige vinyl roof cover 
with blue clqth Inte­
rior. $3495.00

66 Caprice 4D I#F, P/B, 
P/S, 327-275 HP En­
gine, radlo,powergl’' 
trans., tlncejd wli 
shield,’ 14" wjhoc * 
rear antenna, 
seat speaker! ' 
condt., white 
tires, mist blue 
vinyl roof w 
interior.
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