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As Crabber's ■
Body Found

Times Correspondent ' • I 
' CRYSTAL RIVER - The 
body of L. C. Dize, 76, of Ozcllo, 
near Crystal River, was found 
late yesterday afternoon by a 
U.S. Coast Guard airplane, 
lying in his 20-foot fishing boat 
far out in the Gulf of Mexico.

Just how the Ozello crabber 
jassed away is not known, but 
•t is presumed he died attending 
crab traps near the mouth of 
the St. Marks and Salt rivers, in .. 
the Gulf region of Citrus Coun­
ty-

After his death, the boat 
. . <- l-j.. apparently

a«ept seaward by northerly 
winds and a falling tide. Dizcs 
body was brought ashore by the 
Coast Guard auxiliary at Port 
Richey last night.

- - *.oat which brought 
were Pasco County 
srge Lindsay and Al 
auxiliary members i 

. Jen Jensen, Carl Goetz and • 
Charles Edwards. 1

I THE SEARCH for tho m a n J 

I who had befriended many in the . 
■area began Tuesday evening

i (when he was reported overdue ; 
................t___ I i from a day of tending his crab , 
jody were found I ’traps on the two rivers.

loast Guard on Friday I . I Under the direction of Citrus , 
Condolences go to I : 'county Deputy Sheriff Harold 
and daughter Pamela. ; Lay, the search combed the riv-

ervlces were held at ; crs.’ banks- and the shore of the
Funeral Home in I ■ Gul{ late into Tuesday night. The

— - ' - \.^ldlcy7 lntcern3ent " search was resumed Wednesday 
was near Wildwood, on Sunday. ; morningt jolned by a light plane 

_____ JI • and a helicopter from the St.
-r Petersburg Coast Guard base. 

Also lending their assistance
In the search were officers of 
the Salt Water Conservation De- 

. partm ent of the Florida Board 
of Conservation, Mayor Leon­
ard Damron of Crystal River, 

' and otliers.
! i YESTERDAY was the last
• day of the search, whether or

not Dize was found. Details of 
the discovery of the body in the 
boat were not immediately 
'available.

Dize was reportedly from the 
EaM Coast of Florida, and was 
staying with friends in Ozello. 
Mrs. Dize arrived in the county 

--nr—-’ yesterday, shortly before the 
. body of her husband was discov- .

cred._______;______ -----------L

the First Fish Fry all 1 carrying his body a 
rs were given a vote of I was swept seaward by 
’ t making ft a success 

jglected to mention the 
-«■ '•lent in cutting the 

_ s and catching the 
Jated thanks go to : 
year olds, Billy De- 1 

id Gavin Revels. Now , 
j two find the prettiest i •

the Ozello, Inc.’s (Grove and 
Lied Christmas tree? i ;Alle" 

_ . Chs

The residents of Ozello ! I' 
will miss seeing Elwood Dize. I h 
a shell fisherman, who was lost I j 
in the Gulf from Tuesday until I ifror 
his boat and body were found | ’tra) 
by the C< 
afternoon.
Mrs. Dize 2 
Funeral sei 
the Duval 
New Port

Ozello Man , 
Missing On v 
Crabbing Trip Vi

A 75 year old Oicllo res-I

L.C, Dyes was last seen 
in the Ozello area in his 14 | 
fool green boat, powered by a r 
12 horsepower motor early j 
Tuesday. , _ , I

A search was begin Tuesday 
night under the direction of 
Citrus County Deputy Sheriff | 
Harold Lay. Wednesday mom- i 
Ing the Coast Guard was asked | ' 
for assistance.

When dark fell Wednesday, | 
there was still no word of the ! 
fate of Mr. Dyes. 1
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few days.

Ozello News
Dy Mae Witte has been a bed patientfor

Mrs. George Inman en- several days now and is 
tered Citrus Memorial under doctors care. 
Hospital Sun. morning.

was held
Bennie feasibility survey is fin-

4
* S

has spent the past week 
in Tampa General hospi­
tal.

S’ Kjon o

g

There will be a rum­
mage sale Sat. March 12 
for the benefit of the 
Ozello Civic Club build­
ing fund, at the Sparkman 
Store Building next to 
Winn's former drug 
store. <
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She is feeling much bet- park manager of Homo­
ter, but will undergo sassa Springs Attraction, 
tests and x-rays for a “
few days.

Mr. Calvin Kirkwood

Mr. and Mrs. George 
Inman have had another 
pleasant surprise as two 
more of their children & 
their families arrived 
here from Canton, Ohio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Inman 
and son John, Mr. & Mrs. 
George Inman

The Suncoast Sentinel _______

WATER PLANS 
Ozello News >)/>;/•>>. z 
By Mae Witte

A meeting of the Ozello have not signed, as char­
ter members, should do 
so at once for when the

Water System, Steering 
Committee
March 3. Mr. ___  , _
Ri Chard.chairman of the ished, all persons sign- 
Steering Committee ing thereafter will be 
wishes to announce to the required to pay a hook-up 
residents of Ozello , that fee. If you need a mem- 
Mr. Vincent Pickett of bership survey data sheet 
the Isbell Engineers from please write to the fol- 
Bartow was engaged to lowing address to ac­

quire one: Ozello Water 
System P O Box 62, 
Crystal River, Fla. 
Those serving on the 

Pickett Steering Committee with 
Mr. Ri Chard were: Mrs. 
Myrtle Clifton, Mr. Joe 
Cournoyer, Mrs. C . C. 
Russell and Mr. E, A. 
Turner. I am sure all the 
residents of Ozello join 
me in saying, “Thanks, 
to all of you for every­
thing you have done so 
far towards getting water

make a feasibility survey 
, for the Ozello installa­

tions. There are at pres­
ent over 165 signed sub­
scribers. Mr. T' ’ 
will have the survey fin­
ished in approximately 2 
months, at which time a 
general meeting of all 
signers will be called to 
put the report before the 
prospective users. This 
will be Mr. Pickett’s 6th 
installation under gov­
ernment loan. Those who

Ozello News , / .
By Mae Witte 3/) 7/H'

Mrs. George Inman en­
tered Citrus Memorial 
Hospital Sun. morning. 
She is feeling much bet­

will undergo 
x-rays for a

OZELLO.
Mrs. George Inmanh 

been a heart patient in t 
Citrus Memorial Hosp 
tai for the past 2 week 
She was discharged Me 
and left directly from tl 
hospital to join her hu. 
band and son Robert. Th‘ 
then flew to Canton, Ohi 
The Inmans have a trail, 
there and always spei 
their summers near the 
children. All of their chi 
dren from Canton we: 
here to visit during Mr 
Inman’s stay in the hosp 
tai. They were as follow 
daughters and their fan 
ilies, Mr. and Mrs. Chr 
Steff and daughter Athen. 
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Ineiche 
sons and their familic 
are Mr. and Mrs. -Pa 
Inman and son John, M 
George Inman Jr. and M 
Robert Inman. Onedaugl 
ter and her husband Mr.

• Mrs. Howard Phillip 
from Pasadena, Text 
were unable to make tl 
trip due to illness.

Ozelk
By Mae Witte ?

Mrs. Betty Steff and 
Mrs. Neo ma Ineichen 
from Canton, Ohio made 
a surprise visit on their 
mother and father Mr. & 
Mrs. George Inman of 
Sunset Isles. Mrs. Inman 
has been a patient in the 
Citrus Memorial Hospital 
since March 13. She is re­
covering from a heart at­
tack, is doing very well at 
present and expects to 
come home soon. The In­
mans are still planning on 
going north for the sum­
mer.
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Dec. 2, 1965 Donation $1.00End ol pavement on SR 494 Oxallo

OZELLO CIVIC CLUB
FISH FRY

Saturday, November 27
Starting at 11:00 a. m.

Fish, Hush Puppies, Swamp Cabbage 
White & Yellow Roe

Citrus 
jwever, 
co uni- _
. raving ful

, jped by P  
me to Florida 
.353. He has 
his Ozello tra<

ico, 
Irst 
une 

lynamlc 
Citrus

sets the Ozello Csh fry apart 
from the otiies. It includes, 
among the regulars, swamp 
cabbage and white and yellow 
roe. These are native deli­
cacies of a unique and delight­

variety.
On the other hand, the Chas- 

sahowltzka Volunteer FireDep- 
artment as well knows the sec- 

, . ret of Introducing something
„ ... n. The unusual to the traditional fund­

proceeds from the dollar dona- raising fish fry. Come Decem- 
tlon will go towards the pur- ber 4th, from 5 to 7:30 p.m., 
chase of materials for the civic the department will hold their 
club house which is now under holiday fish and crab fry at Ham­
construction. pton’s Fish Camp, according to

It’s the side dish menu that department trustee S.M. Jimi-

-J —
• ~ By Thelma Deugaw

was al Mr. “d Urs- Louis'Witte" > 
the Oi.ello Civic Club first Fish had as their guests the Charles . 
Fry from mid-morning until late Beattys of Pinellas Park for 
arternocn many of the news the Thanksgiving weekend. i 
Items are derived from talking i , - * * * * * 
Mth lots of strangers. Many f 
of them had their first taste of ‘ 
roe and swamp cabbage. Thnnks ' 
go to all the m embers ""who
helped make the^Fr^ a success. »

Members of the Ozello 
Civic Club, formed only three 
weeks ago, gaUirrol Saturday 

. morning for the formal ground- 
breaking ceremonies which ini­
tiates construction on a club­
house for the group. Ceremonies  
were held on the club house site, the Fed< 
near Hie intersection of the struct a 
Ozello Road and the road 
to the Florida State Way- est 
side Park near the St. Martin’s half 
River.

The Civic Club and club- ... 
house, a five year old dream of eral water?.:; 
developer P.N. Waterman, was must eithc 
given birth just three weeks shipped into 
ago by twenty-five residents groundwater , 
of the area. Their immediate often found t 
objectives, as explained by Club c - - 
president, is the constructic 
the clubhouse, which will serve 
as a recreation- center for the 

'community, the acquisition 
of Ore fighting equipment, the 
establishment of regular 
religious services In the area, 
and the promoting of telephone 
services.

The club is actually a sub­
organization of Ozello, Inc., ex- -**> 
plained Mrs. Thelma Deugaw. on
secretary of the organization the
It will be through Ozello, Inc. 
that much of the municipal 
development of the area will 
occur.

President of the 
tlon Is E.E. Screws who served 

i as master of ceremonies Satur­
day morning. Screws told his 
audience of nearly fifty that the i 
club’s membership has already

' Fish Fry
November 25, 1965'
Fish fries, chill dinners, and 

barbecues are practically a 
dime a dozen as civic fund- 
raising projects In < 
County. Sometimes, ho\ 
along comes one that is so 
quely different it’s worth ra 
about

The Ozello Civic Club kicks 
off their fund-raising program 
with a fish fry Saturday, with 
serving to begin at 11 a, m. 
proceeds from the dollar t 

"1 go towards the 
materials for the . .

>use which is now under 
iction.
me side dish menu that

Ozello, Inc., Begins Clubhouse Construrtian
swelled to 37, and it Is hoped ‘ that the people"of Uzello would

»scsd m™ter E-E-
the area hope lo form a waler walerman was asked lo turn dlorf-' Ume than construction of 
district and with Ils loan Iron; . rirsf shovel of dirt. The 1 Mmllar facility by contract 
Hie Federal Government con- ' dGVcI‘0„cr told those attending where lunds were readily avafl- 
-trucl a pipeline to bring fresh mat ho hoped the construction ol nule.
water to the area from Hie near- m dubhouse would mark the , Immediate project

source about five and a' bcc|„nln,-of an effort lo develop « Ozello, Inc., Screws later 
miles away, 'thlle cnbseum in tire area of the told the Chronicle wUl be tele­

residents of the area make use .. . , 110use rGV|v|nE tile Phone service lo the area, either
of surface water lor their gen- h[storicaj heritage of the area, through Florida Telephone Cen­

ter needs, drinking water t;,a, beneath the early morn- P°tntlon, which serves most ol
either be boiled or me sun in me contradictory set- Citrus County, or by some other 

Jpped hilo the area, since s Q, gbnl moss drapGd oakSf means.
oundwaler andI the river are ...by.irv palms and the sawgrass Officers of Ozello, Inc., in 

“‘“J0™1 .*? bc, ?rackS flats ol the Gulf of Mexico, addition to Screws are L.A.
i , SS s4 J” from the Watermaa turned the first Deugaw, vice president and Mrs,
ion of nearby Gjdl oI Mexlg. .. shovelful of dirt and It became Thelma Deugaw who serves as 

The area of Interest of Ozello. .,„plrent mat a new and dynamic secretary and treasurer.
inc., is basically some 125 acres community in growing Citrus Board members are, in addi- 
of land developed by P.N. Water- county was taking form. tlon to Waterman, Mr. andMrs. 
man who came to Florida from President Screws closed Louis Witte, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Indiana in 1953. He has been meeting with the comment Revels, and Mrs. E.E. Screws. . 
developing his Ozello tracts ‘ 
since 1955. i--------- ‘---------- ---------------------------- '------------------

It was Waterman who gave nn n g ■ n. ■

ksawflew?
will be built Waterman serves  

■ 'UrCCt°rS 0lL Secretary °£ State Tom. November 25. 1965' -
■ doming tlm Members of the AdamS ?aS a"n°un,ced the I SWAMP CABBAGE-------

club atthegroundbreakingeere- chartering of the follow- ThG ozelloCivic Club a 
monies were Citrus County fng corporatlon(s): (division of Ozello,Inc.,areh ’av-

e organize- Court FranclsVo^) j Ina; ■ Crystal Ij their^“nsli fry,begin-
who served Williams, county commission i River, Florida (Citrus J clubJlousey’on the

chairman Clyde Byrd, Crystal County). Filed November ozello road. The menu includes ‘ 
a.Xr”Si! £5- 19,65. by Wallace Dunn, hush puppies

Commerce president Robert Esquire, Ocala. Purpose: ’S”'
— to promote community 

development. Sub- ---------
■ scribers: Paul M. Water--------- ! Nov* 25*. *1965. i-----

man, Route One, Box 181;' ThG CI,„Ies Beattys of 
Mary I. Waterman, Route Pinellas Park were week-end 
One, Box 181; Louis E. Kuests of the Louis Wittes. 
Witte, Route One, Box 109; | — -?***.
all of Crystal River,
Florida. |  
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November 27’I4&, i

by Mie Witte 'C

“A Veiy Merry C<hri»k 
mas to all my readers.

What’s Going On

OZELLO PARTY
—n house buffet dinner 

tmas party will be hole
i Ozello Civic Club on 
Saturday at 5:30p.m.It’s ■
- all,Members are urf

1 bring gue: 
>ked to brlnf 
cd dish food

Ozello 
by Mae Witte Ci**" Zi’-46 

There will be a Christ­
mas Party at the Civic 
Club building on Dec. 17 
at 5;30 P.M. Please bring 
at dish of your 
chou your own dishes, 
silver, cup, chair, etc. ‘ 
Each person bring a pres- / 
ent (not more than $1.00) 
the ladies bring a ladies’ 
gift, the men a men’s gift,' 
and the children a child’s' 
gift. This is open house so 
everyone come and enjoy I 
yourselves.

Board Member P. M. 
Waterman of the Ozello 
Water District states that, 
there will be a Board! 
Meeting early in January' 
with the District Engi­
neers and government 
personnel to resolve a 
few changes in the final 
papers necessary to ad­
vance the water project 
for the Ozello area. An­
nouncement of the exact 
date will be made soon as 
possible.

r 

i
r r
f
r r r 
t r 
f

I 
[ ! 
| 
r I

An open
and Chrlstr
SR 494 Saturday at 5:30 p .m. It’s | 5®: 
open to all. Members are urged • S , 
to attend and bring guests. » f

' Ladles are asked to bring a | ,
favorite covered dish food and U 3 |
aChrlstmas wrapped gin for a 5 C? 

"woman. Men are to bring a gift 5 .
for a man. Gifts are (p cost a v 1 tig
dollar or Tess. Each-person • u ’ 0?
should bring a chair and table 0 I sy
service. Some extra card tables I M I Kl
are needed. Entertainment will ' | • g*
be held after the buffet. * I

Ozello News 
r] bi-' it, 26 members and their 

,’hrlst- friends enjoyed a buffet 
” supper with a background 

The Ozello Civlo Club of Christmas muslo, 
had its first Christmas Many prizes were given 

• Party in the gayly deco- out during the party and 
rated Civic building in- door prizes were won by 
eluding a Christmas tree Mrs. O. O. Russell and 
with all the gifts beneath Mr. Andy Katoski. Gifts

by Mae Wlttc°J'r'
■ There will be a general I 

meeting of the Ozello' 
Civic Club at the club 
building Dec. 10 at 2:30 1 
P. M. Please bring your 
ow" 'hair.

— s
___ I
____ Z?__  |

0lcceive<l of—

Fifty-one and-

Proceeds of Rummage Sale_______
At Ozello,Inc,Club November 17,18,19,1966

■
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OzKlLO, INC ,
Benefit Ozello Civic Club

OYSTER ROAST
SMOKED MULLET

1

SR. 494 - St .Martins Fish Co.
DCNATICN §1.50

?

I
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'4

Saturday, February 19, 1966
2 PM Til 10 PM

cred dish dinner on Sat., 
on the Civic Club lot, be­
fore the monthly meeting.

Our thanks go to Mr. & 
Mrs. S. J. Mlles, who do­
nated 500 cement blocks, 
and a man to lay the block. 
The foundation for the 
Civic Club is now com­
pleted, and the next step 
will be to pour, the floor. 
The septic tank is dug and 
blocks are being layed.

Don't forget the oyster 
roast and smoked mullet, 
for the benefit of the Civic 
Club, Sat. Feb. 19 from 2 
PM till 10 PM at St. Mar­
tins Fish Co.

s 
(U 

£ 3

MM&

'v
A\ -U By Thelma Deugaw

T Tlianxj go Io alI those mem-^j ■ •' 
S!^nd non-members who helped make the Oyster Roast 

a success. Some of the people 
we talked to were: Durwood 
Crosby assistant manager of 
Home Builders Supply of Lees-

1 burg, Mr.and Mrs. J.H. Mc­
Clung and son Jim of Chiefland 
J, Mrs. Fred Rothermelof 

Pete, Bob Slusser of Crystal
■ Klver, also Lucille Sparkman, 

ICA owner, Mr. H.C. Mottsinger 
and Mr. A.R. Bryan of Mul- 
beery, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Dke of Inverness, Mr.and Mrs. 
w.W Gore of Oklawaha W.D 
spent a week at their cottage, 
Miss Judy Davis of Crystal 
River, W.D. Lovell of Tampa 
ano many others.

A smoked mullet and ter 
roast will take place a't St.

ciut/1"! ■Oa.7e-2?£l°Cl,lc

i zello News,
By Mae Witte 
'here will be a monthly i 
eting of the Civic Club , 
. at 1 o’clock. Bring a 
ered “sh, your own ; 
:e ai .Iver, and we 
I all eat together. Don’t , 
;et to bring your 
irs. fcB- 1*

I also go out to the people 
that came from Leesburg, 
Ocala, St, Petersburg, 
Tampa, Gainesville, 
Yankeetown, Inver­
ness, Homosassa, and 
Crystal River for joining 
us for dinner and making 
it a complete success. *. - • - -

4») I ,11.1. . ’. ii lilt

1 Christmas Ircc-clvlc, that 
1 is glowing bi ight Ivcau. 0 of 

generosity of several Ci\ lai 
River contributors mrnlifi.wi 
previously and several local 
residents. Mrs Mary Water­
man, Mrs. Mary Khkweol, and 
Miss Helen TafTHa did the fin*> 
job of trimming the tree.

L-. -U - (.’ 5
Mr "nnald Whittaker was 

hostes several Civic Club 
membe. at a card party 
Saturday night. Refreshments 
were served and door prizes 
given. Everyone spent a most 
enjoyable evening. *

Miss Helen Tarcila, Mrs. 
Mary Kirkwood and Mrs. Mary 
Waterman, Ozello Inc. mem­
bers aren’t sure if it ‘Us 
the season to be jolly or just 
Chi istmas spirit. Lacking 
lights for the Club's first 
Christmas tree, the ladies 
went out Monday afternoon to 
find out what they could ge^ 
in the way of Ughts or cash. 
Donators were: Crystal River 
Bank, Touchton Drugs, Skinner 
Furniture Co., Brown Furn­
iture, Tangerine Lounge, Una 
Peters, Kennedy Supply Co., 
The Card and Gift Shop,Winn’s 
Rexall Drugs, Western Auto, 
Mr. R.H. Kennedy of Builders 
Supply, Steven Adams, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Weir, C.M.

[ Roddenberry of the Bay Sta-
' tion, Maudle Hay This'N That
, Dept. Store and Mrs. C.
| Mattliews.Our sincere thanks.

,^u"' Ozello News
By Mae Witte and son, Louis Witte and

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gavin Revels for bringing 
Revels were In charge of 1 l'lc oysters, and the 
another successful sea °tller Civic members who 
food dinner. This time it i “_l?ed ln any way. Thanks 
was an oyster roast and 
smoked mullet dinner on , 
Sat. for the benefit of the | 
Ozelio ClvicClubbuilding 
fund. All oysters were j 
local and came from the ' 
St. Martins Fish and Oys- I 
ter Co. owned and ope-, 
rated by Mr. Revels. He i " " 
wishes to thank Walter ’■ 
Aull, Rusty Kingensmith, 
Jim Clyatt, Mr. Nichols • ‘ **
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Parade in CR
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One of the most original floats in 
lhe Crystal River Christmas Parade 
Friday was the Ozello Civic Club float. 
Shown here with the float arc Calvin

101 
1 b I « 

I i

j
isw fem

The Suncoast Sentinel
Santa Claus arrived atop a

"Fi is te

: i

* » » * »
■ ' .• i

As the Crystal River Christ­
mas parade is on 1’oeepiber 10, 
and the secret will be'ont then, 
we think it will he a first for 
Orello. A decorated Christmas 
float' Mrs. Mae Witte Is 
chairman of Hie co.... . and
like everyone else our first 
view of il will bo along the line 
of march. *****

r,/ 7‘‘

,./"3r .a i ’.ijk.;- - a1'‘a;
■ •>

CRYSTAL RIVER — Several 
thousand people lined lhe length 
of U.S. 19 through town and out 
to the now Crystal Center Shop­
ping center this past weekend 
for the annual Christmas pa­
rade which seemed to be the 
best ever.

Still ia ciuuo ciitiYVM M.wP « 

huge missile, making a big hit 
with all of lhe younger set. ’’

First place trophies in the re­
ligious category went to lhe 
United Presbyerian Church for 
their float entitled,“From Cra­
dle to Cross.” Second place hon­
ors went to the Citrus Avenue 
floal. with lhe Crystal River 
High School floal taking third 
place honors.

Davidson Construction Co. 
look first place honors in the 
non-rcligious divison with the ‘ 
Crystal Center float taking se­
cond place honors, and Crystal 
River Shopping Center winning 
third place.

The Ozella Civic Club took 
first place honors in the general 
division, with the Crystal River 
Guides Assn, in second place. 
The l-H Club look third place 
honors.

Judges for the parade were 
State Sen. James E. Connor, 
Stale Rep- Allison R. Strickland, 
Commissioner Ralph Rooks, 
Mrs. Jay Singletary and Mrs. 
Bill Dyer.

The long parade formed at the 
northern end of town al the city 
park and marched Io lhe Crys­
tal Center Shopping Center 
south of town before breaking 
up.

Parade committee chairman 
Ralph Stickland also served as 
parade marshal.

THE WINNERS--Top winners in three categories in Crystal River’s Christ­
mas Parade receive awards, above, from Parade Chairman Ralph Strickland, 

j right. Recipients from left, the Rev. Donald Grady, Presbyterian Church, 
Mrs. Ray Davison, Davison Construction Co.

Visiting the Louis Witte 
family during the Christmas 
Holidays were the Charles 
Beatty’s of Pinellas Park.

* * * ♦ ♦
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Kirkwood, Billy DeBusk, mid L<» 
Whit I';. (Marion Sentinel Photo by I ’- 
Lund). /C ..(f
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To End All Parades!

4

Oi'gaui
C0--?lat2 ths b0.

this

r—-

of the new shopping cen­
ter south of Town.

Herb Williams, Deputy 
Sheriff, and Police Chief 
Jay Bozeman will be in 
charge of Traffic Control,

Chairman Predicts Paradef2S CSiSTus r;.

Parade Judged Success 
9

i

! If

^Despite Some ‘Few/ Ups 
evaluate its various units 
at the same time. The 
Judges were: State Sen. 
James Connor; State Rep. 
Allison Strickland; Coun­
ty Commissioner Ralph 
Rooks and Toni Singletary 
and Irene Dyer.

The jet aircraft that 
Santa Claus rode on was 
an Air Force drone that 
fell into the Gulf last year 
and was rescued by Capt. 
Hembree. Mayor Leonard 
Damron sprayed it and 
mounted it on the low-boy

truck provided by the 
County. Santa appeared 
through the courtesy of 
James Twitty, of Radio 
Station WYSE.

Bob Hyde, Chamber of 
Commerce president, 
both participated in and 
witnessed his first 
Christmas Parade in 
Crystal River. “If you had 
told me that that many 
people would turn out to 
watch,” he said later, "I 
would have said you were 
touched in the head!”

Crystal River -- De­
spite some “foul-ups , 
Santa Claus came to Town 
last week in great style-- 
riding on an Air Force jet 
airplane--and the Yule- 
tide Season was officially 
launched.

The Parade, which for 
the first time remained on 
the highway from begin­
ning to end, and caused 
some traffic confusion, 
was judged a success by 
most of the throngs of ob­
servers.

After a lot of consider­
ation, the judges came up 
with these winning parade 
entries:

Religious Theme: 
First- - Presbyterian 
Church; Second--Cit­
rus Ave. Merchants; 
Third--C r y s t a 1 River 
High School.

Non-Religious: First-- 
Davison Construction; 
Second--Crystal Center; 
Third--Crystal River 
Shopping Center.

General: First — 
Ozello Civic Club; Sec­
ond--Guide ’s Associa­
tion; Third--4-H Club.

Each winner will re­
ceive a cash prize, and 
each first-place winner I 
will receive a trophy from s, , 
the Chamber of Com- ““ 
merce, sponsoring or- 
ganization.

Parade Chair man f
Ralph Strickland issued a jy *15.
public Thank You to all 5.
those who worked so hard " 
to make the Parade sue- re 
cessful, and especially to 
the police and their help- 35’37. 
ers who had a difficult 
traffic control job, but did 
It well, and to Sid Kennedy 
for providing the judge's 
stand.

A special word of trib­
ute also went to the judges 
who had the task of trying, 
to enjoy the Parade and to I

Crystal River -- De- it will end in the vicinity 
tails of the area Christ­
mas Parade were "ironed 
out” at a committee 
meeting last week, ac­
cording to chairman 
Ralph Strickland. ________________________ ,

He said that "every- antj will be assisted by 
other policemen, Conser­
vation personnel, mem­
bers of the Road Rangers 
and others.

Committee member 
Frank Cardeman said that 
notices about the Parade 
have been sent t o all or­
ganizations, surrounding 
Towns, schools and public 
officials. He said that 
anyone who is not offi- . 
cially notified of the Pa­
rade, and who may wish to 
enter a float, i s encour­
aged to do so. Notices of 
entry should be sent to the 
Parade Marshall, the 
committee chairman, The 
Suncoast Sentinel or Mr. 
Cardeman.

ths b:;st iu

6: CO j

1 C-Ufch,

thing is going smoothly, 
and the end result should 
be a Parade to end all 

1'1'cnP p. Parades!”
!’• 0. p0:; ne sai(j the trophies 
-:ol;osrsCa have been received, for 

first place in the three 
~ categories: Christ-
year mas, Religious; Christ­

mas, non-religious, and 
general. In addition, cash 
prizes will be awarded to 
the top three winners in 
all three categories.

The Parade will form at 
ar am-.- the City Park> downtown 

'“-■'Crystal River, at 4:30 
p.m. Dec. 10 (Friday) and 
move out at 6 p.m., under 
the generalship of Gene 

McAllen, Parade Marshall.
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HERE--Miss Helen Tareila, owner of "Happy 
Helen’s" is now a permanent resident of beautiful 
Ozello. Two large Mayflower vans transported all 
her furniture and pos se ssions here from Windham, 
N. H. She loves it here.

Ozello--There will be a 
rummage sale Nov. 17, 18 
and 19 for the benefit of the 
Ozello Civic Club building 
fund, at the club building 
on State Road S-494 in 
Ozello. j j -It

'Nik K.C. Fairchild was

£•» ofws.
Fairchild’s father. She 
has been with her father 
for the past

Wedding — • - —j • -------
Congratulations to: Mr. & Lakeland spent the aay i 
Mrs. Henry De Busk, Mr. working on their lot. Mrs. 
and Mrs. Wm. Tareila and Weaver is Mrs. Artha 

 ■ Black’s niece.
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 

to Black have moved to their 
the new home i n

Club .ill be held Nov. 12, 
at 2:30 P.M. at the Club 

"The first voting was held Building. Please bring 
many years ago at an old your own chair.
Trading Post located 
approximately between 
the Lambert’s home and 
the Rhimes, and that pre­
cinct #4 is one of the 
oldest precincts in Citrus 
county.”

Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Tareila from Windham,
N. H. are moving their

Mr. & Mrs. Calvin Kirk­
wood.

“Happy Birthday 
the following for the new home in Crystal 
month of Nov.: Mrs. Lillie River.
Mae Hines, Mrs. Artha Reminder - - please ; 
Black, Charlie Caulk, bring all items: clothing, 
Debbie Ayer, Mrs. Betty building materials, appl'i- 
Purdy and Leslie C. ances, etc. for therum- 
Turner Jr. mage sale to Lois or Mae,

The Ozello Civic Club The rummage sale will be 
building had its first event held Nov. 17, 18, and 19 at 
at 7 A.M. when the voting the Ozello Civic Club 
polls opened for precinct building.
#4. Previous to this time The first annual meet­
voting had been inthedif- jug -e the Ozello Civic 
ferent homes.

Mr. John Brown stated,

Ozello News
w itte trailer here from Tampa

“7.. .. rroirrhildwas to become winter resl-
Whitcsburg, Ky. dents of Ozello. They en- 

' joyed having company 
from Tampa on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
t 3 months. Weaver and children 
Anniversary Cathy, Richie and Keely of
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I Sheriff B. R. Quinn has 

appointed Mr, John Brown 
as Deputy Sheriff for O- 
zeilo. Mr. Brown has been 
a life time resident of 
Ozello and served as con­
stable for 12 years in this 
area.

, * / 7 £
Ozello News

j We need everyones help 
so please bring any items 
to Lois Klingensmith or 
Mae Witte, you may also- 
take them to the general 
meeting of the Civic Club 
on Nov. 12.

uur inanKs go to ,and ,vfrs> s- J. 
deserving credit A^les have Just returned 
their wnri------ home from a 5 weeks stay

with Ruth’s sister, Mrs. 
Graham of Glenwood, Ga.

better and is glad to be

Mrs. Dick Lambert and 
daughter Elaine have re­
turned home after having- 
spent 2 weeks at Lowell, 
Mass.

Weekenders
Miles' subdivision
The Harold Byrds, the 

party was theV S^s family 
'1 n C°X and Judi, 

age'7 J] CreWS and family and 
8 6, Edward Tucker.

When the voting'polls 
open this election day 
Nov 8, 1966 it will be 
making Ozello history. 
We will have a propel 
place to vote at last for 
this precinct. The voting 
will now be at the new 
Ozello Civic Club, which 
will no doubt be the per­
manent polling place for 
precinct 4 for some year' 
to come.

By Mae Witte:
Ozello was not forgot­

ten as far . as the County 
Road Dept, was con­
cerned. They improved 
the roads 100% in our 
area and did a beautiful 
job of grading and rolling 
them. So our thanks go to 
the ones <‘
and al\?elr workmen.

Mrs. Mary Ann Thomp­
son and children have «' *---- ““"vnJU> ua.
moved back to their home ^uth is feeling much 
in Tampa after having £ and 18 glad to be 
X"7,to»«' o taokl‘°™- with her father, Mr. B.
H. Summers of the Miles’ 
subdivision. 8
h T°m Brown, sta­
tioned at Key West was 
home on a 5 day leave. 
He is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Brown.

■A. birthday *— 
held Oct. 25 for Deborah 
Lynn Klingensmith ' 
t the Lecanto School. 22 

of Mrs. Annie McCray’s 
first graders enjoyed 
cake cookies, candy and 
D°h°h!;a(ld’ with Miss 
Debbie in the decorated 
guest of honor’s seat 
Debbie’s mother was the 
hostess.
wOzeii° Civic Club 
will have another rum­
mage sale in Nov. to raise 
money for windows, etc.
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Dear Member: Mr. 1 ouio &-Mae Witte

due November 15, 1956, but would be

or cookies' - Coffee

See you there-

I

I 

I
I

Ozello Inc., Kt. 1 
Crystal Fiver, Florida

October 20, 1966

I

’O ry

Membership fees are c__ 
appreciated at this annual meeting.

Will the ladies bring 3 or h cupcakes will be furnished.

3 0) a 
5

As you know our organization has coma a long way in this 
past vear and accomplished a lot and in order to continue

W°ra ’"J P“? for“ard we must have a a°od representation 
continue Shis effort! b°ard membl:ra H”° are capable and H111

Pespectfully yours, 

c,. (£. y 
(Mrs.) Thelma E. Deugaw 
Secretary ft Treasurer 
P* 0. Dox ii31 
Inverness, Florida

' *The” Ozello" Clvlc"clubl. ' •
building had its first event; . ...
at 7 A.M. when the voting 
polls opened for precinct . -
#4. Previous to this time .
voting had been inthedif­
ferent homes.

Mr. John Brown stated, 
“The first voting was held! ■ 
many years ago at an old ;' 
Trading* Post located' 

. approximately between j
the Lambert's home and: 
the Rhlmes, and that pre- I' 
cinct #4 Is one of the- ' 
oldest precincts inCitrys ! .

jcounty.^.___________l . .*
Reminder - - please T 

bring all Items: clothing, I 
building materials, appll-.[ ... 
ances, etc. lor the rum- ; 
mage sale to Lois or Mae, 
The rummage sale will be ’ 
held Nov. 17, 18, and 19 at •
the Ozello Civic Club;..-. . .
building. •

The first annual meet­
ing '* the Ozello Civic

• Club .ill be held Nov. 12,
at 2:30 P.M. at the Club v • ? /.•
Building. Please bring! j •
your own chair. , / y

Board Chairman P, M. 
Waterman, of the Ozello 
Water Company an­
nounces that tho contract 
was let for Engineering 

. Services to draw up final 
TV construction plans, and 

Proceed with an approved 
3 water system for the 

Ozello area.

I OzelloxNews
L by Mae Witte 7 '

i Louis Witte, chairman There will be a meeting 
of the building committee of the Ozello Civic Club 
for the Civic Club reports board members Sat. Nov.

I the cement block parti-' 5. A general meeting of 
I tlons are being laid, somel the Ozello Civic Club win 
/ I of the doors have been, be held Sat. Nov. 12 at
■ p. installed and the front 2:30 P.M. at the Club

entrance is in the process Building.
! ~of being completed. I’Well, what do you know?

■ Q Rusty Klingensmith,;They are laying the cable 
^prop. of Ozello Electric(for the telephones, but I

has now started to do the hear it will be approxl- 
electrical work which he mately 3 months before 
is,donating. I the phones will be in

j operation. a.7-a 6

/i el Io News ~ 
By Mae Witte: ,* --------- ..

Ozello was not forgot-' When the voting, polls”. 
ten as far. as the County 3P611 5his election day, 
Road Dept, was con- Nov; 8,- 1966 it will be 
cerned. They improved "}aklng Ozello history, 
the roads 100% In our wlu have- a proper 
area end did a beautiful P , t0 vote at last for 
Job of grading and rolling ,,s Pretdnct. The voting 
them. So our thanks go to * now be, at the new 
the ones deserving credit ,,ell° Clvlc Club, which

—ad alJ their workmen. |W1U n0 doubt be the per-
The Ozello Civic Club ■ Planant Polling place for 

will have another rum3' Preclnct 4 forsomeyeart 
mage sale InNov. 

j mo"ey for wlndo„e| etc ‘FT ’ 

■,^,areed/eTCry°neshelp_.-

to ^rsSKHlnganyltems ; < ■MaeTwittAllngensrnlth or

•• •

The first annual meeting of Ozello Inc., will be held November 12, 1966 at 2:J0 P. M. at the Club Building for the 
purpose of electing six new board members.

Due to our membership being scattered it was virtually 
impossible for our president to appoint a nominating committee, 
therefore it is imperative that all members make a special effort 
to attend this meeting as all nominations will be made from the ixoor.
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grocery store
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.sCITRUS CO, | ■• ■ Sandra Mae Witte 
Crystal Rive

■FLORIDA REPORT b b j.

: Ozellos Going s ' 
Modern: Phones 
And Water So

• phones.
■' Un<rAr7?JVAT^B has baen a ProbI™. too.
1 B( J ..°.n tl,e Gulf o£ Mexic°r Ozeli.i,4 d.on *bave 10 diS very deep to find
I for their wells, but it’s brackish and ca 

-unk so they haul most nt 
.ver. . — - .... ....

: granted. But whpn <h« __ iwiciur f

p',:.,4 ;L :

■<

on,
|:’W'4'4

> .....

hrwT

: ftrs j

.........
.. ■ k -44.,.,...,.,,,.x-;4W484■ - • -; ■ '4 ■ i [ W 4, -'. S

!•■ ■•A':-’ '-:4 ■ 4iwF A KS , ' ■

i 1 >*

__ _____ ______ ~-Slaff phob by Bob 511.7

J1 s g 
i S

By BOB STIFF
Of The Times stall •, - 

chanTEengS haVe l0neS°me in OzelI°’.but ^t's all about to 

. will hlveUXneswlthfn a“"a^ ’r'?5 400 PersOns

■fcn^ett
«4 through desolate swamplandTu"X * 
Sr... c,.,., 

rrtKaWaSWSS'l'S }p 1 i 44-.
. ;= - s... J., „/£ ft fT^T? —

„ ri, ------- 1..,...» t’-’-: t n--
the Gulf Of Mexico, Ozello «si- ^- .-4 -

ft- jt. '■
its, most of tiiem.fishing enthusiasts, i ■'■'■ ' !
the two wooden brides and eo„«..oi 4 :.”?T

■•K-2XTOsis:e==

a polling place in the general election. ' ’

And it s obvious Uiat youcanT stop Ozello either.

.... "4 —!• SJssvsw»3v.
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December 30, 1965The Suncoast Sentinel
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Al the I UU HJ1 Fry all 
members were Riven a vote of 
thanks fur making 11 a success 
but we neglected to mention the 
long hours spent In cutting the 

: . cabbage palms and catching the 
. /; fish. Delated thanks go to 

. ' two 18 year olds, Dllly De- 
- D!£k 3,1 . Gavto Revels. Now will you two find die prettiest 

cedar for the Ozello, Inc.’s 
first (lecorrtjed Jhrlstmas tree?

• * * * *

S

i

R&BNMIlIwi

Ozello Winners piTc-
the °CrvSul"'niv^r"rSr?,",“l "n lS !n Kirl™°°‘1. Billy DoBusk. and Louis 
FHdf/w«.h"lOzrc,l?S“>?SutXI" “S’’ (M“r,°n P"°'° by DdI 
Shown here with the float are Calvin

------- fib ' ■k.:-z
THE WINNERS--Top winners in three categories in Crystal River’s Christ­
mas Parade receive awards, above, from Parade Chairman Ralph Strickland, 
right. Recipients from left, the Rev. Donald Grady, Presbyterian Church, 
Mrs. Ray Davison, Davison Construction Co.

PARADE—The Ozello Civic Club won first place in the
I general division of the float contest in Friday’s Crystal 

River parade. Credited with tho building of the float are 
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Kirkwood, Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Whltte and Billy DeDusk.

• ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ____

J .
> As Hie Crystal niver Christ-

mas parade is on December 10 
and the secret will be'out'then'! we think it wUl bo a first for 

[ Ozello. A decorated Christmas 
I float! Mrs. Mae Witte is 
I chairman of the committee and 
A like everyone else our first 
b view of it wlD be along the line 
f of march.
f____
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H o'me C cm i ns
LEO b Lt/B

THIS INCLUDES ALL RESIDENTS OR FORMER

RESIDENTS THAT HAVE EVER LIVED IN 0 BELLO OR VIES TERN
ISLANDS.

BRING A COVERED DISH OR FOOD OF SOME KIND FOR A
BUFFET DINNER, ARD BRING YOUR OWN TABLE SETTING.

IF YOU KNOW ANY FORMER RESIDENTS PLEASE NOTIFY
TEEM OF THIS COMING EVENT.

EVERYONE WELCOME
i

“YA'LL COME"

FOR INFORMATION CALL: CRYSTAL RIVER

PT ?!

S
■

MRS. MAE WITTE
MRS, GERTRUDE BROWN 795-k^5

795-25?kp
i
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The Suncoast Sentinel

Ozello

W

Turner
Due to a teenage dance

'Noncha- 
Orlando.

1°
1

to have two 1 
one over Salt River and 
one over

Mr. Newton Turner re­
ceived the contract to 
build them. He got his 
lumber at Centralia and

TEEMME3 DANCE”
May 13, 7F.M.-I2P.M., 

at the Ozello Civic Build­
ing, at the end of state 
road #494. 
lants” from 
Ya’ll come.
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Ozello News 

'-6-- )
Mr. Ja'mes Stephens 

was discharged from Cit­
rus Memorial Hospital in 
Inverness Mon, May 1. He 
and Mrs. Stephens will 
make their home tem­
porarily with their daugh­
ter Mrs. Margaret Pie- 
low.

Mrs. Andy (Rose)Ka- 
toski from Baltimore, 
Md. arrived at her home 
in Ozello Sun. She was 
accompanied by her niece 
Mrs. Tess la Dermont 
also from Baltimore.

Whitty and Gladys Rey­
nolds have moved into the 
upstairs apartment of the 
Leslie Berger home on 
Sunset Isles.

w1^' 
by Mae Witte lower the bridge again,

PIONEER DAYS then the next traveler by 
After the war in 1920 road could consider him- 

the County Commis- self lucky if the blockand 
sioners voted to pay $500. tackle was on his side, 

bridges built, There was a large plank 
alt River cr.d left by the bridge so it 
Black Creek, could be placed across the 

river to permit the tra­
veler to get to the other 
side and lower the bridge.

The last bridge we now 
had it shipped to Dunnel- have, at that time had a 
Ion and then to Homosassa culvert covered with dirt 
it was then hauled by oxen to make a roadway which 
to the river bank and then they called "Long-haul- 
by boat to Sait River and over.” Old timers claim 
Black Creek. Mr. Turner that more trout were 
hired a few colored men, caught on the south side of 
they made posts from this culvert than at most 
cedar logs and the rest of locations in Ozello.
the bridge was construct- Before the bridges 
ed of cypress. The bridge were built the horse and 
over Salt River was a wagons had to ford the 
draw bridge. The traveler river and creek. Some- 
had to leave his boat and times on high tide the 
be on the bridge to oper- horses had to swim or 
ate it, by blockandtackle, they would wait until the ' 

There are always a few tide subsided.
in every group and even in Facts from Mr. Newton 
those days there were no 
exceptions. Some would
go through and neglect to being planned for May 13,

at the Civic Building, the 
general meeting of the 
Ozello Civic Club has 
been set a week earlier. 
The meeting will be held 
May 6. A covered dish 
dinner at 5 P.M. and the 
meeting at 6:30 P.M.

The Ozello Sew and So 
Club met Wed. and sev­
eral new items were dis­
played.

Mrs. Edith Cole, a new 
member, showed the 
ladies how to make some 
dainty stationary with 
kleenex andpressedflow- 
ers, a rose night light and 
a net curler hat.

Mrs. Ruth Fryer sent a 
beautiful seed picture to 
the club for the ladies to 
examine and copy.

A 11 members bring 
your plastic flowers to be 
gilded at the next meeting 
May 10.

Mrs. Helen Jackson 
from Burgettstown, Pa. 
(a house guest of Mrs. 
Fryer's) is on route to 
visit her daughter and 
husband at Olathe, Kans.
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Mrs. Wm. 
their son,
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dinner at Rintz, Ga. for 
two sisters ended up in 
a happy reunion for two 
brothers, seven sisters 
and their families.

Mr. Ed Brannen from 
Lake Wales spent a 
couple of days with his 
brother Mr. Noah Bran­
nen of Sunset Isles.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Jennings from Tampa 
were Sun. visitors of their 
daughter and family.

.2 7-^/

Ozrelio
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin 

Kirkwood had out of town 
visitors for a few days. 
They were: Kirk’s sister 
Mrs. June Howery and 
her daughter Cherylfrom 
Indianapolis, Ind., an­
other sister Mrs. Clara 
Himmel and a grandson 
Kenny from Louisville, 
Ky.

Mr. and 
Tareila and 
Walter have returned to 
Tewksbury, N. H. The 
Tareilas own and oper­
ate a miniature golf 
course there.

Mr. and Mrs. S. J. 
Miles were guests for a 
week at Ruth's sister, 
Mrs. G. W. Graham of 
Glenwood, Ga. A cele-

- '
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OzeSilo News 
by Mae Witte

PIONEER DAYS
Mrs. Ray J. (Kitty) 

Baker a registered nurse 
owned and operated the 
first and only hoteltothis 
day in Oze Ho. It was built 
by Ray Baker and is now 
the present home of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Stephens. 
It is one of the oldest 
buildings still in use and 
is located on Paradise 
Island on the St. Martins 
River.

The people came by 
train to Homosassa and 
then Mr. Baker took them 
by boat to the hotel in the 
evening after his day’s 
work, as he operated a 
general store in Homo­
sassa, the old (Lonecker 
Store).

The hotel was noted as 
a health resort, because 
there was no malaria 
fever in Ozello, and peo­
ple would come from 
other areas to the hotel to 
stay and regain their 
health from the fever. It 
had 9 rooms, 5 of them 
being bedrooms plus a 
bathroom.

Florida had many ma­
laria carrying mosquitos 
but apparently Ozello 
didn't as there was never 
a case of malaria fever 
found there. Families 
would move to Ozello to 
avoid getting the fever or 
to have their health re­
stored. In fact back in the 
1880’s, John G. Pratt 
claims his father was ad­
vised to move his family 
from Homosassa where 
he first settled, to Ozello 
to avoid the fever, so he 
moved and settled in that 
area.
Facts from Helen and 
Gertrude Brown

'-x~'Mrs. iheima Fhillipps, 
her son David, his wife 
and two daughters from 
Houston, Texas are vaca- 
Hnninr, fr>v a week With 1

■

*

SO LONG--Mr. and Mrs. Ray Brown from Red­
ding, Calif, are homeward bound after having 
spent the winter months traveling Florida. Mr. 
Brown owns an “Appaloosa Horse Breeding 
Farm” in Calif, and visited many horse ranches 
here. His cousin John Brown is pictured with him.

Busk, son of Mr. & Mrs.
Henry DeBusk left Mon.
for Orlando where he will
now work and reside.

Mr. Wm. Russell is 
waiting to be admitted into 
the Gainesville Clinic.

[
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I to the Post Office. In 1941 

the Post Office was dis-
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Brown's property, locat- | Pleas® 
ed approximately west of | J

■ Henry De Busks and east >
I of James Stephens on the I ’
| old Billy Wells property. ’ 

The Browns had it in one ■
i room of their house and ' 

everyone traveled there 
by boat to get their mail.

Mr. Frank Boswell 
transported the mail by 
car from Crystal River

Ozello
"Happy Birthday 

the following for 
month

1 luce nc W 
■ joined the 
Janie

to 
the 

of March: Mrs. 
Ella Beard, Mrs. Helen 
Rothermel, Mr. Gerald 
Aldrich, Mr. C. C. Rus­
sell, Mrs. Florence Boyd, 
Mr. D. C. Tompkins, Pat 
McClanthan and Mr. W. J.

| Black. J- "77

sell is still atGainesvillQ 
He is staying attheCasa- 
loma Motel and is taking 
a series of treatments at 
the Gainesville Clinic. He 
will return Fri. March31. 
to the C. C. Russellresi- 
dence where he has been 
making his home.

There was a teenager 
gathering at the Screws 
place Sat. night. 15 girls 
and boys had a very en­
joyable evening.

Mrs. Richard Johnson 
and two sisters, Tinie and 
Doris from Bristol, Ind. 
were house guests of their 
uncle and his wife Mr. & 
Mrs. P. M. Waterman. 
Mr. Waterman has not 
seen his three nieces in 15 
years so it was a happy 
reunion.

Mrs. Gwendolyn Rat- 
liffe from Indianapolis, 
Ind. spent the Easter va­
cation with her father Mr. 
Herman Hunt.

"Happy Helen” is back 
to work after her sick 
spell

Ozello
bv Mae Witte

PIONEER DAYS
April 28, 1938 the Post , 

Office was reopened by I 
Mrs. Gertrude Edge 

1 Brown. Previous to this '• were glad
'iad be“ i’^wmaH members of the
Horace and Gertrude | Ozello Water System^ 

- i mail their
i deposit for the water 
meter to the secretary, 

I within the next couple of 
weeks.

Mrs. Wm. D. Painter is 
i a patient in the Tampa 
General Hospital where 
she has had an eye oper­
ation (cataract) March 24, 
She is getting along as 

■ well as can be expected, 
and then hauled it by boat and will be discharged 

Friday.
Mr. Wm. M. Russell, 

| continued again and to this brother of Mr. C. C. Rus- 
date has not been re- 
opened. Ozello residents 
then had to pick up their 
mail at the Homosassa 
Post Office. Later the 
mail was delivered from 
Homosassa to rural boxes I 
in front of the Stiver prop­
erty on S.R.S494, then 
Crystal River took over 
the delivery of themailat 
the same rural box loca­
tions.

Finally in April of '66 
Gene Allen delivered the 
mail to rural boxes in 
Ozello. Some residents 
still have P.O. boxes. 
Facts from Gertrude 

. Brown,_____ ______*------ --
The Ozello Sew and So 

Club had a large group of 
ladies at their meeting 

j Wed.
I Mrs. Etta Carr showed 
' the ladies two new items, 
! a very attractive brush 
• container made from a 
i plastic bottle and a fancy 
| pin cushion made of yarn 
j scraps and Mrs. Bernice 
Stiver demonstrated her 

I two plastic web bags.

UlCIlllJCl

Club: Mrs.
Seckier, Mrs.

: ]l7'/ Esther Ant unes of Ixe-
' canto and Mrs Ann 

Stewart of crystal Acres
Mrs. Stiver became ill 

and was taken home. We 
1 to hear it was

i not serious.
it 1. ,
for 18 or 20 years. It was I
on I
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The Ozello Sew and So
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since he has been

All that remains of that 
old custom are the rocks r 
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The president Louie 
Revels encourages 
everyone to be present as 
there are many topics to 

He would 
also like all the

iI
I
II
I

II
mail 

------: letter and your 
$10.00 for the water meter 
to the secretary of the 
Ozello Water System.

Mrs. Wm. D. Painter

I

OzelSo yri\>L' 6y 
that were piled to hold the 
big salt kettles and the 
holes in the marshes, but

concealed by densewood- meeting of the 
land now.

Mr. Henry De Busk
states

away.
Facts from 1 lenry DeBusk. 
-There w ilibe a genera 1 

" ' ? Ozello 
Civic Club Sat. April 8. 
A covered dish dinner at 

his grandparents 5 P.M. and thenthe meet- 
used to come to Ozello anc ing. 
make salt on Salt Island — 
(located between Ozellc 
and Crystal River). Peo­
ple from all over Fla. 
would come and camp for be discussed, 
two and three weeks at a also like all the teen­
time to make and acquire agers to be present, 
their supply of salt for a T..- 2—LL 
year or so. They dug Club meets again Wed. 
holes in the marshes to April 12 at 9:30 A.M. at 
get buckets of water to the civic Building, 
fill the pots and then Don’t forget to 
boiled the water down your letter and 
until all that was left --------- ’
would be the salt. The 
water seemed to be so 
much saltier up Salt River 
than it was anywhere else. ha" been discharged from

* the Tampa General Hos­
pital

In Memoriam
Mr. Virgil Roberts died 

Tues. A.M. at 4:00. Sur­
vivors are: parents Mr. 
& Mrs. W, E. Roberts, 
Clayton, Texas and a 
daughter Mrs. Sam (Bon­
nie) Wilson, Wichita 
Falls, Texas. A prayer 
service was held Wed. 
night at the Strickland 
Funeral Home Chapel.

The body was shipped 
to Texas for interment.

A tactful person refrains from 
saying what everyone else 
thinks.

PIONEER DAYS
There are ruins where 

big salt kettles were 
operated only a few miles the kettles are all rusted 
away on the Salt River 
during the Civil War, 
though these are almost

^Ozello
7 Mr. and Mrs. Glenn 
Dean from Interlaken, N. 
Y purchased the Vv.J. 
Black's property, and 
then returned north for 
the summer months.

Mr. and Mrs. W, J. 
Black have just purchased 
a lot in Sunset Isles.

The Jay Caulk family 
from Inverness were back 
working on their house in 
Ozello last weekend. They 
have spent the past two 
weeks with everyone tak­
ing their turn at being 
sick. We are glad to hear 
they are all well again.

Mr. Wm. Evers from 
St.-Petersburg spent sev­
eral days at his cottage. 
It has been a number of 
weeks since he has been 
here. . .

Mr. Andy Katoski left 
Mon. morning for his 
home in Glen Burnie, Md. 
where he will spend the 
summer.

Mrs. Gwendolyn Rat- 
liffe has returned to 
Indianapolis, Ind. after 
spending a long Easter 
vacation with her father 
Mr. Herman Hunt.

“Happy Birthday” to 
the following for the 
month of April: Dr. 
Donald McClanthan, 
Barry De Busk, Mr. P.M. 
bert, Martha Caulk, Mrs. 
Ann Ayer, Mrs. J. B. 
Howes, Mrs. Ruth Miles 
and Mrs. Bernice Stiver.

Mr. Wm. Russell has 
. been discharged from the 

Gainesville Clinic and is 
at home with his brother 
and wife Mr. and Mrs. C.
C. Russell. |
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Mr. and 
Pistole and 
Libby and

Mrs. Ray 
daughters 

Linda from 
Summit, Miss, are visit­
ing Mr. Pistole's father at 
Lecanto and spent Sun. 
visiting their very good 
friends Mr. and Mrs. S. J.
Miles.

Mr. G. H. George of the 
Miles Subdivision enjoyed 
a three day vacation 
camping at Mayo, Fla. on 
the Suwannee River. */-d.7-t ?

vzellio
"Happy Birthday’’ to 

the following for the 
month of April: Mr. John 
Thomas, Patricia Gibson, 
Janet Anderson, Mrs. 
Maryhelen Howell, Joe 
Cournoyer, Jr., Mr. 
Walter Aull, Mr. W. D. 
Lovell, Tony Turner, Jeff 
and Donnie McClanthan, 
Ken Anderson and Jimbob 
Brown.

miscellaneous 
. items. They 
flour as they

■ • -r else, 
’tobacco they days.^

_____  : claimed the of the^ ........... _
■ island would produce any- slncere sympathy to
I thing. They raised;sugar daughter Sam

cane and made syrup and wilgon> his mother and 
sugar, had fig> P- , father Mr. and Mrs. W.E. 
peach, guava and . plu Roberts and Mrs. V. 
trees, also raised straw Roberts in their bereave- 
berries, grapes. ®tc.,P ment.
all their vegetables. They joe piatt from St.
used brackish well water b and his sister

I wardens. platt from

Milford, Conn, were Sun- 
’”",1/1 dav visitors of the Louis 
W°l Witte family. Janet has 

spent the past three weeks 
visiting her brother at his 
home in St. Petersburg

by pioneer days 
-The men L-.Jo’s made rafts from 

logs and loaded 
cedar .uh cedar logs, then N. 
VhC”a e rafts by row up towed tne j «.4z>
boats down the St Mar­
tins River and into the 
Gulf of Mexico. They 
rowed, towing the rafts to 
Cedar Key, to a cedar 

' saw mill a distance of 27 
miles from their home.

Cedar Key was 
nearest railroad 
largest busine-ss 
trade community. They 
sold their cedar logs for 
$1.00 a log. Mr. Pratttold 
his son John, That s th 
hardest I ever worked in 

HfP ’’ The men

“QzeHo News
by Mae Witte ™ and Mrs. Ronald

~...... "

'^^Kredteywmtate 
their summer posi 

tions ai the Egypt Valley 
Seven Lakes Girl Scout 
Counsel. Mrs. Whittaker 
serves as head cook an 
Mr. Whittaker as mainte­
nance man.

The Oze llo Sew and So 
Club met Wed. April 5.

Mrs. Ann Stewart gave 
two cookie recipes for 
sending overseas and

Esther Antunes gave 
one for candied citrus 
^Several of the ladies

The = 
brought back the supp duCed into the club, 
they needed, which cake and ice cream
usually miscellaneous served to celebrate
and personal items, iney Bernice Stiver and
only bought flour as they Ruth birth-
raised everything else, Mi 
even the tobacco they *r’iends and neighbors 
smoked. . o£ tbe late Mr. Virgil

Mr. Pratt claimed * Roberts wish to extend

They raised sugar 

llgl h Mr. aand plum 
also raised straw - 

-----s etc., plus 
all their vegetables. They 

to water their gardens. 
They had their own cows, 
goats, chickens etc., fish­
ed, oystered and v.'OU—. 
hunt wild turkey, hogs, 
deer, and many other 
kinds of wild game.
Facts from Mr. John G.
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Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. 
Witte wish to announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter, Sandra Mae to 
Donald E. Waterman, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. P. M. 
Waterman.

Sandra Mae was a grad­
uate of Crystal River High 
School in the class of '67.

Donald is with the U.S. 
Coast Guard at the Opa- 
Locka Air Station.
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Mrs. Ted 

of $25.00 for Zohner and children from 
Eglen Air Base, now on 
leave were among the

ea'rlier disputes had been 
settled by blood-spilling 
pirates, the rugged inhab­
itants compromised. So a. 
small palm studded island 
that juts up from the mid­
dle of Ozello’s main 
street-—the St. Martin’s 
River was chosen as the 
site for the new school 
building. This added to the 
boat traffic as there was 
no pickup service.

Now all the local young­
sters who wanted to learn 
the three R's had to make 
it four R’s and learn to 
row a boat to school. How­
ever there was a saying 
in Ozello, "A youngster 
who couldn’t row a boat 
by the time he reached 
school age, was consld-

Engaged

s ?!

Ozello 7
ered beyond all hope of 
eoucation”.

Plans are now being 
made to have a "Pioneer 

G. Pratt Day Reunion" in Ozello.-

1

by Mae Witte
PIONEER DAYS

A second school was 
built in 1880.

Mr. John < ,
states his father William It will be held once a year 
H H. Pratt moved to and will include pioneers I 
Ozello with a family of six and present residents of. 
children and wanted them Ozello and Westernisles, 
to go to school in Ozello I will give you the com- 
instead of Crystal River piete information on this 
(where they would require soon. __ __________ _
board and room). 'Kir. and Mrs. Louis

He received permis- Revels and family enter- 
sion from the county com- tained 31 guests at a buffet 
missioners to build a dinner Sun. June 11. Most 
school. The county fur- of the guests were from 
nished the lumber etc. Gibsonton, 
and Mr. Pratt built it T/Sgt. and 
for the sum c_ . 
his labor.

Then as the story has 
been handed down through guests, 
the years----there was The women and chil- 
controversy between the dren enjoyed swimming 
north and the south, while the men spent their 
Foulks living on the north time fishing.
bank of the St. Martin’s Mr. Louis Revels was 
River would not agree to admitted into Citrus 
the school being built on Memorial Hospital the 
the south bank any more same evening, due to in- 
than the foulks living on fection and pneumonia. He 
the south bank would stand was a patient for a week 
for it being erected on the and returned home on 
opposite side of the river Father’s Day, and feeling 
from them. After a battle much better.
of words, in an area where ;

LArcmEi'.Lcu luunuxyii 
worker. 795-3283. tfcj
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by Mae Witte
PIONEER DAYS

Mr. John G. Pratt now 
a resident of Homosassa

6. 
M

i

OZELLO^y

Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Brantley from Crystal 
River have purchased Mr. 
Virgil Roberts' trailer.

Ozello News 
will be 80 years old May 
31, and as a boy accom­
panied 'his brothers and 
played on the Brown's 
property, (formerly J, T. 
De Busk's) across from 
James Stephens. He 
claims that in one certain 
spot the soil was very 
peculiar, it was soft, 
sandy and reddish colored 
like brick dust. He stated 
they always imagined or 
supposed pirate boats 
could have brought it up decorated 
the river and unloaded it 
for some purpose.

The boys would dig up 
bones of skeletons as 
there had been many bod­
ies 
wired the bones into their 
proper places and made a 
complete skeleton. They 
never knew if the skele- 

; tons were Pirates or
■ Indians, but as they had 
; found many Indian relics
■ etc., they presumed, 

Indian bodies. Old tim­
ers claimed there were 
many skeletons and relics 
found there and many court

other places in the Ozel 
area, 
Facts from 
Gould Pratt _
-"TFc-Ozello Civic"CT 
had its general ineelii 
Sat. April 8 with a larj. 
number of its membei 
being present for the cot 
ered dish dinner. The 
dinner being in the form < 
a birthday dinner, witl 
Mr. P. M. Waterman a 
the honored guest, A larg 

cake and ic 
cream was served forth 
occasion and Mr. Water 
man was presented wit 
a Sheaffer pen and pent­
set from neighbors an 

buried there. They friends.
The Ozello Civic Clu 

has purchased a sub 
scription to the Suncoas 
Sentinel to be sent to J. T 
(Tom) De Busk stations 
on the U.S.S. Constella 
tion at San Francisco 

Miss Elaine Lambcr 
has taken up residence 
with Mr. Lambert's sis­
ter Mrs. Theresa Vai- 

at Lowell, Mass

S-Z,v,x./ ,E
CIVIC ciub~w'ould appre­
ciate the donation of a 
piano. Will move. Phone 
795-3463. 4-13,20,c
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by Mae Witte *
PIONEER DAYL

School resumed again 
Wednesday morning.

During those years 
there I learned much 
about their way of life. 
Despite the lackofmod- 
ern day conveniences, 
theirs was a happy life. 
Today, thanks to rural 
electrification, everyone 
has electric lights and 
many items of electric 
appliances are available.

0Ozello News) 
by Mae Witte !

PIONEER DAYS j
The first school Ozello 1 

children attended, from 
the information I was able 
to collect was on South 
Island between Tiger Tail 
and Hell’s Gate in the 
Homosassa River. It was 
an Indian village at one 
time. The island was 
named "TigerTail’'after 
their chief.

Mr. John J. Brown Sr. 
taught school there. He 
rowed his boat from 
Ozello to the school, the 
children were also trans­
ported by boat. — Facts 
from Mrs. Helen Brown.

Back before 1880 the 
first school house in 
Ozello, "Bayview 
School" was located on 
the north side of the St. 
Martin's River on the 

. point, which was an Indian 
shell mound (now the 
Hallie Bennett property). 
The school was only a 
one room thatched hut of 
palmetto. Henry De Busk 
states his mother Eliza­
beth Waddington, her sis­
ter Agnes and her two 
brothers John and Joe 
attended that school with 
others. At one time there 
were 20 pupils. James J. 
Brown was the last 
teacher. The school be­
came unreasonably 
stripped and torn, and a 
new place of learning was 
badly needed. Facts from 
Henry De Busk.

'-'"There 'will be 
meeting at the 
Building Sat. June 10, at 6 
P.M. Due to many mem­
bers of the club on their 
vacations there will not 
be rhe usual covered dish

Ozello
ce j f j resigned as teacher of 
DAYS Ozello School in 1943.

The little 87-year-old 
school house still stands 
on its lonely island, a 
silent reminder of the 
courage and determina­
tion of the people to pro­
vide an education for their 
children. The end of Mrs. 
Cattie P. Martin’s story. .

The research and ulti­
mate findings of interest­
ing history of Ozello have 
been to this writer very 
rewarding to date. She 
feels, however that the 
history of Ozello and 
Western Islands are I 
important enough to be > 
compiled into a book for 
posterity. The historical : 
search will continue, but' 
the data will be retained . 
by this correspondent un- ' 
til the history of Ozello 
and Western Islands are 
virtually complete and 
ready to be compiled into 
such a book.

Mr. and Mrs. Tiffiar 
Graham from Indianap­
olis, Ind. and Mrs. G. W. 
Graham from Glenwood, 
Ga. were visitors of Mr. 
and Mrs. S. J. Miles for 
a couple of days. Mrs. 
G. W, Graham and Mrs. ' 
Miles are sisters. Later 
on in the week Mr. Miles’ 
nephew Mf. W. C. Gar­
rett from Ashburn, Ga. 
also spent a few days 
with them.



the '

property and blindings (or 
his own homo.

Later Cary 
from bought the property 
------ - tore t.._ 

froni Tampa building a 
places. The 

located on
Cedar Island, one of the 
last islands in 
Martins River, 
was 
Island (across

De Busk 
—*v and 

the buildings down, 
i new home near 

the same location.
Facts from I lenry DeBusk 
—The—ttwrllo SeWancHm 

the St. Club met Thurs. May Hat 
Later it 

moved to Beulahlanc 
from

Stephens property). The complete success 
Club House consisted 
of five bedrooms, a large

■ parlor and a 1 „ .
that extended the lull china 

' length of the house. A they

Ozello 
by Mac Witte

PIONEER DAYS
A Hunting and Fishing 

Lodge was started by 
some businessmen L.....
Atlanta; a few of thejncm - 
bers came 
and other 
lodge was

s been
■ a summer 

before the ladies

short distance from- the 
house they had a smaller 
building which was used 
as a kitchen and dining 
room.

There were hunting and 
fishing guides at the club 
and they rowed their boats 
to Homosassa to meet the 
train and get the members 
and their chef which they 
always brought with them. 
The guides would then 
proceed to row the seven 
miles back to the Club 
House, where the mem­
bers would stay from two 
to three weeks at a time. 
Of course the guides also 
had to row on the hunting 
and fishing trips but later 
they each bought a launch.

John J. Brown Sr. was 
the first caretaker for the 
club at Beulahland; he 
later moved down the 
river to his own property 
and Preston De Busk took 
over his duties. Then pur­
chasing a fish house at 
Homosassa, he also 
moved. His brother J. 
Wm. DeBusk was then the 
caretaker for about 20 
years. Most of the mem­
bers joined a club in 2 
Homosassa so the one in 
Ozello was discontinued. 1*3 
Mr. De Busk, the care­
taker, purchased t—.—

the Civic Building.
The project of gilding 

the plastic flowers was a
• *............. '■"*>. z\ 11 thv

ladies were'well pleased 
......  as the flowers were beau- 
large porch tiful, looked just like 

full china or ceramic when , 
-■ i were finished. I 

Everyone welcomed 
Mrs. Mary Scott of Tropic- 
Terrace as a new member 
to the club.

Meetings will now be 
held on the 2nd and 4th 
Thurs. of the month in­
stead of Wed.

A picnic ha 
planned for 
outing 
go on their vacations. It 
will be at Pine Island 
Thurs. Mav 25. Everyone 
is to meet at Mrs. 
Bernice Stiver’s at 10 
A.M. for their transpor­
tation and call her in 
regards to foods needed 
for the menu. Phone 
795-3403.

The engineering work 
is nearly completed on 
the Ozello Water System 
so it appears that con­
struction may start soon.

Dr. Elmer Limblad 
from Detroit, Mich., a 
guest of the P. M. Water­
man's has returned home 
after a restful four day 
vacation at his favorite 
peaceful spot. Ozello. He



!

[

I
1

r

■

oOZELLO, INC I-
Ozello'tac'wUIhofer'eV-''1' 

ular monthly meeting on Satur­
day, January 14, at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Civic Club building. After­
wards a covered dish dinner will 
be served. Bring your favorite 
dish, table service and guests.

Ji Os 
s

!

I

I

r

Loan Okayed 
For Ozello^ 
Wafer System3
OZELLO — Paul M. Water­

man, president of the Ozello 
Water Association, last week re­
layed a telegram from Sens. 
Spessard Holland and George 
Smathers announcing the ap­
proval of a $1,630,200 loan from 
the Farm and Home Adminis­
tration.

The loan will pay for nine 
miles of watermain, storage 
tank and pump to supply fresh 
water to about 400 properties in 
this remote fishing village!

All drinking water has had to 
be brought in because of salt 
water intrusion.

Seventy-six new wells will be 
drilled about one-quarter of a 
mile from U.S. 19.

OZELLO, on SR 494, about six 
miles west of U.S. 19 and mid­
way between Crystal River and 
Homosassa, has an all-year pop­
ulation of 100.

It has long been known by 
residents of Citrus County for its 
fine fishing and blue-claw 
crabs. The county has a public 
beach and boat ramp a few 
miles farther west.

The Florida Telephone Co. is 
running new lines to the area.

Miss Helen Tareila, owner of 
Happy Helen’s Roadside Rest, 
is particularly pleased at the 
prospect of having the fresh 

i water and a telephone.

MISS TAREILA, a retired in­
ternational dancer, has just fin­
ished decorating her place with 
mementos from her world trav­
els.

She says, “Running a public 
place without fresh water is no 
fun.”

To the comparatively new 
Ozello civic organization goes 
much of (lie credit for the im­
provements. Recently elected 
officers of the club are: O. L. 
Revels, president; Louis Witte 
vice president; Thelma Deugar, 
secretary-treasurer.
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by Mae Witte 

PIONEER DAYS >
To continue Mrs. Cattie

Martin’s story: 
When school began at

weekend at their cot­
tage. -J 

roof itself, the

Helen went to 
Beach re- 

a weekend with 
Lois Klinginsmith and 
children in the Klingin­
smith’s new Grand Prix.

OZELLO
A Happy

/ West Palm 
W cently for

M

Wedding Anniversary 
Congratulations for the 
month of June to Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl PrisocandMr. 
and Mrs. C. C. Russel. 

Dr. and Mrs. Donald 
McClanthan and family 
from St. Petersburg spent 

’kend at their cot-
- A' 7

Ozello--The Civic Club 
here will have a "Pioneer 
Day” and reunion onSun- 
day, August 6. Allformer 
residents and their fami­
lies are invited to attend 
and bring a dish of food. 
Anyone knowing any for­
mer residents are urged 
to inform them of this 
event. For information, 
call Mae Witte or. 
Gertrude Brown.1

Mrs. Dick Lambert has 
just returned home after 
having had a wonderful 
two weeks vacation with 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
Bowman and family in 
Kansas City, Mo. Mrs. 
Bowman is Mrs. Lam­
bert's sister, which she 
hasn't seen in seven 
years.

"Pioneer Day” A Home 
Coming Or Reunion, to be 
held at the Ozello Civic 
Club Sun. Aug. 6.

This includes all resi­
dents or former residents 
and their families that 
have ever lived in Ozello 
or Western Islands.

Bring a covered dish 
or food of some kind for 

buffet dinner, and bring 
your own table setting.

If you know any former 
residents, please notify 
them of this coming event 
in Aug. Let’s all plan on 

' being there, so itwillbea 
success, and can be made 
a yearly event in the 
future.

For information phone: 
Mrs. Mae Witte ---- 
795-4383 or Mrs. Ger­
trude

Physical Education was 
not taught as such in those 
days. We had play periods 
or recess and the noon 
hour to play any game 
possible in the rough 
space around the building. 
Oyster shell deposited 

eight o clock eac morn t^ere years ago by Indians 
ing, there would be from . 1 ° ------
six to eight skiffs (as the 
boats were called) drawn 
up on the shell banks of 
the island. There was an 
unwritten agreement 
among the children not to 
molest each others’ 
boats. If someone did, 
there^was a fight to^set- jj0USe for first aid.

(continued) 
Mr. P. M. Waterman, 

President of the Ozello 
an- 

________ ____j the 
sitting under cab- ^ell site an(fthe land for 

the storage tank for the 
new Ozello facility have 
now been obtained.

Nearly 250 members 
will be served in this area

1 by the new water company. 
The Ozello Civic Club 

will have its monthly 
meeting July 8, with a 
covered dish dinner at 5 
P.M. and the meetingwill 
be at 6:30 P.M.

shucking oy s t e r s were 
everywhere. Ozello chil- 

|dren didn’t mind the 
shells but dashed here and 
there chasing each other. 
If they happened to cut a 
heel or toe, they waded out 
into the river, washed the 
wound, and came to the

tie. The school stands on 
a narrow point so boats 
were in front and on both 
sides of the schoolhouse, water Association, 

At noon groups could be nounced today that 
seen 
bage palms or cedar 
trees eating their box 
lunches. There was a 
small oyster bar at the 
edge of the water, and 
many times I would watch , 
the oysters feeding as I 
ate my lunch. There were 
plenty of seagulls waiting 
to devour any scraps of 
food tossed to them. The 
children always saved 
scraps to entice the gull 
to follow their boats in the 
afternoons.

Everyone brought his 
own jug of drinking water 

there was no drinking 
water on the island. There 
was part of an old cisterm 
there that had been used’ 
in early days. Then buz­
zards began roosting in 
trees near the cistern and 
on the r— ------.
people destroyed it. In 
those days every home in 
Ozello had cisterns, 
water tanks or rain bar­
rels to hold the rain 
water. Water was often 
scarce in dry seasons so 
no one dared waste any. 
At times they would haul 
water by boat from Homo­
sassa Springs or what we 
know as the "Fish Bowl” 
today.
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years ago in his “Believe It or 
Not” series.

And, believe it or not, be­
tween 1886 and 1944, a student 
at the Ozello school wouldn’t 
have been considered out of

By MICHAEL POPE-MOORE 
Times Correspondent

OZELLO — Not so long ago, 
a youngster growing up in the 
wetlands around Ozello could 
be late to school and have a 
ready-made excuse — provid­
ed he was dripping wet.

The youngster could have 
simply explained that his boat

line if he’d slapped a redfish 
down on the teacher’s desk in­
stead of the traditional apple.

One of those students, still 
living in Ozello, was preceded 
at the waterborne place of

had capsized, and that teach­
ers have to expect that sort of 
thing when the local school is 
on an island.

Ripley called the school 
"The Isle of Knowledge”

They Took $ Boot To School
learning by his father

‘Isle Of Knowledge’ In Ozello
learning by his father, and by 
his grandfather, who had 
served as Jin early teacher 
there. .

“Each family had their own 
boat,” John Brown explained 
of his alma mater. Brown 
completed the eight grades at

(See OZELLO, Page 6)
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by cistern caught rainwater 
for use on the island, Brown 
said.
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“Since I couldn’t swim, I 
was just a little afraid of the 
water,” Mrs. Martin said of

lJJ.ukuJ<»vuiSR 
expected to teach IS or 15 
youngsters that could handle 
boats like professionals and 
swim like ducks,” she la­
mented.

“AT THAT TIME the school 
term was four or five months 
during the summer. This was 
to allow the older boys to fish 
in the fall and winter months 
to help swell the family fi­
nances,” she explained.

airs. Martin was apparently 
as willing to learn as to teach, 
and she described how two 
boys in the family with which 
she boarded taught her the 
art of rowing during her first 
summer in Ozello.

Boat trips to the school 
didn’t stop after the classes 
were ended in 1944, either, 
since the still-sturdy wooden 
building became a refuge for 
fishermen caught in a storm.

IN FACT, it took killer­
hurricane Gladys to make the 
old school begin to lean to one 
side, when Ozello was hard hit 
by the tropical storm a few 
years ago.

The winds that often whip 
across the coastal marshlands

1

‘M'

*

(Continued from Page 1) 
the school in 1922, but went 
back the next year to repeat 
the final grade “because I 
didn’t have anything else to 
do.”

Brown said the one- 
classroom school was con­
structed of pine from a near­
by mill, and placed on the 
centrally-located island to set­
tle a dispute between Ozello 
parents as to where the school 
should be built.

“Part of the time we had to 
cut wood,” Brown recalls of 
classes, which followed the 
early American tradition of 
having the teacher instruct 
one grade level while students 
in the other seven grades 
studied at their seats.

NEITHER FOG nor choppy 
seas, nor a lack of interest

* ' - ’fe’ ' i'-/

residents between voyages to 1930’s and. early 1940’s in a
the classroom. - newspaper article published

One of those teachers, Mrs. several years ago.
Cattie Martin, described her
terms at the school in the
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kept the 40-odd students that 
attended school with Brown 
from landing on the island on 
time, he said.

And nobody went home 
when chill winds slipped into 
the sides of the unsealed 
building, Brown- said, al­
though a watch was kept for 
signs of approaching storms.

The high-ceiling room was 
lighted by kerosene lanterns 
that were pulled down for 
lighting and then allowed to 
raise back up, Brown said, 
with students huddled over 
double-seated wooden desks 
with flip-up tops.

A POT BELLIED stove did . 
what it could to warm the 
wooden structure (made long­
er to seat the large class), 
Brown said, and an organ in 
the schoolroom provided its 
own kind of warmth. A near-

finaUv/^brc^it the structure 
down, collapsing the walls 
and leaving the tin-covered 
roof perched on top of the re­
mains.

And rrwre recently the 
fejwere partially ~ cttsznantrea Y,neu a.
had bought an island near 
Ozello began to salvage build­
ing materials on what he 
thought was his property.

LOCAL BESIDEXTS, 
alerted by the noise of the sal­
vage work, boated out to the 
school house to tell tire worker 
that he had landed on the 
WTong island, Lois Klingen­
smith, president of Ozello Inc., 
the community's civic organi­
zation, said. Now it looks like 
the school may get new life 
since trustees for the property 
have given Ozello Inc. mem­
bers permission to renovate 
and refurnish the structure.

The one-acre island (more- 
or-less an acre, the deed ac­
knowledges with due rever­
ence to the Gulf tides) belongs 
to the people of Ozello. 
Trustees .Katharen Stevens, 
Mildred De Busk and John 
Brown gave the civic dub 
permission to undertake the 
raising of funds for restora­
tion work. .

So like its lost sister-- 
ot-the-sea Atlantis, the schoo - 
house on the "Isle oI h”0" ' 
tklge” is due to rise again.

ife
few
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finally;.brought the structure • • - ^ .-----------------------------
I down, collapsing the walls while Allen Caulk tended the craft that carried them to the island, 

and leaving the tin-covered 
roof perched on top of the re- 

. mains.
t And more recently the 
^-^^^•^^jartianx 
' n™iMbnUght an is,and near

Ozello began to salvage build- 
ing materials on what he

* thought was his property.
LOCAL RESIDENTS, 

alerted by the noise of the sal­
vage work, boated out to the 
school house to tell the worker 
that he had landed on the 
wrong island, Lois Klingen- . 
smith, president of Ozello Inc., 
the community’s civic organi­
zation, said. Now it looks like 
the school may get new life 
since trustees for the property 
have given Ozello Inc. mem­
bers permission to renovate 
and refurnish the structure.

The one-acre island (more- 
or-less an acre, the deed ac­
knowledges with due rever­
ence to the Gulf tides) belongs 
to the people of Ozello. 
Trustees *Katharen Stevens, 
Mildred De Busk and John 
Brown gave the civic club 
permission to undertake the 
raising of funds for restora­
tion work.

So like its lost sister- • 
of-the-sea Atlantis, the school­
house on the “Isle of Knowl­
edge” is due to rise again.
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residents between voyages to 1930’s and early 1940’s in a 
the classroom. newspaper article published

One of those teachers, Mrs. several years ago.
Cattie Martin, described her "Since I couldn’t swim, I 
terms at the school in the was just a little afraid of the 

water,” Mrs. Martin said of 
___________________ ____________her island_days_":LHereJ. was, - . v; c---,..-,; r,“ ».xnoc<,.a reach is or 13 or.mMmrvtr 

youngsters that could handle 
boats like professionals and 
swim like ducks,” she la­
mented.

“AT THAT TIME the school 
term was four or five months 
during the summer. This was 
to allow the older boys to fish 
in the fall and winter months 
to help swell the family fi­
nances," she explained.

Mrs. Martin was apparently 
as widing to learn as to teach, 
and she described how two 
boys in the family with which 
she boarded taught her the 
art of rowing during her first 
summer in Ozello.

Boat trips to the school 
didn t stop after the classes 
were ended in 1944, either, 
since the stUl-sturdy wooden 
building became a refuge for 
fishermen caught in a storm.

IN FACT, it took killer­
hurricane Gladys to make the 
old school begin (o lean to one 
side, when Ozello was hard hit 
by the tropical storm a few 
years ago.

The winds that often whip 
across (lie coastal marshlands
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just like we have a car now,” 
Brown said.

The Island location was per­
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J •■Yon couldn't stay there nB iddojaln. throughout the area.

night without having a hang> but TUB IBEEZES <d
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SndX^3 fas a hunting and CsMnS ounp ; buUt atop a Wgh area shortly altpri-

by the. late L. C. Leedy, of Or- moundi was one of many . Brown said jibe Hangover
lando. - . huI1. the countless islands House once wai home for the

— « itrtrwt tn around Oznllo, .Brown said, Lewis Head family, including _j-
T,.- . BEOWN E Mgtory 'during a time when "a lot of five daughter^ until Head '

; speak on the houreahen- from Michi- sold It during? the 1900-1330 e?
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“Then I had"; an unde that a
, ‘ lived on the isjand right next ,e

-■ to it and he had five boys, but 
none of them got married to. 
each other,”J Brown ex- 

. plained. {
The house lasted through the 

years, because It was con- I*; 
structc-d of “pitch pine," wood ' 
still laden with-the turpentine j. 
substance offen extracted 
from the trees. The founda- ’ *•' 

• tion was constructed with 
hand-hewn beams.

THE nOUSE- originally had 
two rooms off Cither side of a 
central hallway, and was I 
heated by a Stone fireplace, ■ i 
Brown said, and later three -1 
more rooms were added to J 

- the back, with an open porch ' 
on the front and a planked t 
walkway to the,entrance.

To erect such a structure on c 
an island was common in___t
Ozello’s early history, and t- 
“each family had a motorboat P 

i lust like we have a car now," t
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Hangover House' Disappears

>

Hat Tipped

(See OFFBEAT, Psge 2)
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To Trooper
By JAN GLIDEWELL

taught me that luck is where 
you find it and make it.

Another columnist used this 
space recently to pay tribute 
to a “good guy” police chief 
in a small town who let him

nesses, although Russell was 
in his office here briefly dur­
ing the morning.

Nixon .Hid the police depart-

(See DADE CITY, Page I)

The late 
L.C. Leedy 
and friend 
in front of 
the old 
'Hangover 
House' 
with the 
day's take 
of ducks.

and James Skinners near the 
Hangover House, at the 
bride’s request.

Happy Helen noted in her 
records that the wedding 
party boated to the island on 
a beautiful winter day in 1970, 
accompanied by the honking 
of horns as friends in cars 
kept up with the boat’s prog­
ress as far as possible along 
the route.

But the intriguing island 
house Rad been vacant for 
some time before the wedding 
party, and the activities

(See OZELLO, Page 6)
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was ordered by Russell, and 
some witnesses said they 
were told by investigators 
that its purpose was not 
aimed at any individuals with­
in the department.

By MICHAEL POPE-MOORE
Times Correspondent

OZELLO — The “Hangover 
House,” built on a 20-acre 
island in Citrus County near 
Ozello just after the end of the 
Civil War, burned to the 
ground last month, taking 
with it another piece of this 
waterborne community’s his­
tory.

The house made news most 
recently when “Happy” Helen 
Tariela, notary public and 
Ozello’s first honorary mayor, 
married Suzanne Herringdine

Of The Times Staff

“Aquarians always have 
hard luck stories. I’ve never 
met one yet who didn’t,” said 
an astrology-inclined friend of 
mine.

Now, I’m perfectly con­
vinced that you won’t have to 
climb too high on my family 
tree to find both the scout who 
gave Custer the “all clear” at 
Little Big Hom, and the engi­
neer who certified the Titanic 
as unsinkable. The last thing 
I needed last week was a writ­
ten invitation to pay the Great 
State of Florida $20 — but it

I • r ' 10 'vl O- ■ - '
V
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and James Skinners near the 
Hangover House, at the 
bride’s request.

Happy Helen noted in her 
records that the wedding 
party boated to the island on 
a beautiful winter day in 1970, 
accompanied by the honking 
of horns as friends in cars 
kept up with the boat’s prog­
ress as far as possible along 
the route.

But the intriguing island 
house bad been vacant for 
some time before the wedding 
party, and the activities

(See OZELLO, Page 6)
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Of Th# Times staff

“Aquarians always have 
hard luck stories. I’ve never 
met one yet who didn’t," said 
an astrology-inclined friend of 
mine.
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Map shows location of Ozello in Citrus County near where old ‘Hangover House’ was located.

r
■ y-.

By MICHAEL POPE-MOORE
Times Correspondent

OZELLO — The “Hangover 
House," built on a 20-acre 
island in Citrus County near 
Ozello just after the end of the 
Civil War, burned to the 
ground last month, taking 
with it another piece of this 
waterborne community’s his­
tory.

The house made news most 
recently when “Happy” Helen 
Tariela, notary public and 
Ozello's first honorary mayor, 
married Suzanne Herringdine

u

Crystal 
leor Island C 

Mangrove rt CL \ 
Point

By KEITH STICKLEY
Times Bureau

DADE CITY — An investi­
gation of the Dade City Police 
Department reportedly was 
begun Monday by Pinellas- 
Pasco State Atty. James T. 
Russell.

Local sources confirmed 
that Russell. has subpoenaed 
pnliee depnr'Tmnnt rerarrt^ 
and several officers to testify.

The investigation reportedly 
was ordered by Russell, and 
some witnesses said they 
were told by investigators 
that its purpose was not 
aimed at any individuals with­
in the department.

Police Chief Norris R.
Nixon came to the courthouse 
in the afternoon carrying po­
lice department records. He 
left without them.

Also reportedly called to 
testify were several former 
police department employes 
— some of them now working 
deputies for Pasco Sheriff 
-Basil Gaines;------------------------- —

Russell’s investigator, Wil­
liam Booth, questioned wit­
nesses, although Russell was 
in his office here briefly dur- 1 
ing the morning.

Nixon and the police depart-
(See DADE CITY, Page 4)
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Text and Newer Photos

by Michael Pope-Moore
ad daring high Ude in OzcIIo.
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(Continued from Page 1)

Hie Lite L. C. Leedy And Hunting Companions In Livingroom Of Old Hangover Hoose
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John J. Brown and his fishing boat, both longtime residents of OrelJw
item* 

ig lax’t
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years 
home.

"It sat very’ high off the 
sn>ui><l.*' llrxiun auilat «>r th<- 
house, "you could almost 
walk under it."

eventually he sold it to Leedy 
for $250 after campers ap­
parently set a fire that burned 
a hole in the floor of the 
house.
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house from his father. (There 
is a third John J. Brown in 
the Orello-roeted family, one 
of four sons in the second 
John Brown family 1

The new holder cl the “old' 
est in OroUo** title is, like its

F.ZES of 
noXm 
from the

confiscated for taxes after the 
Florida "crash" of the 30s. 
He also looked after the house 
and grounds for several years 
for Leedy, the last person to 
inhabit the island domain.
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BROWN IS well qualified to 
speak on the house’s history, 
since he once bought it and 
the island for $50 after it was

With the demise of the 
Hangover House, the title of 
"oldest in Ozello" now trans-

The house lasted through the 
years, because it was con­
structed of “pitch pine." wood 
still laden with the turpentine 
substance often extracted 
from the trees. The founda­
tion was constructed with 
hand-hewn beams.

..Mr J
ldr»t borne in OwJlo arm, where John *■ Brw*D S”** UP’

alter he
house, but

Brown speculates that a 
similar incident might have 
resulted in the Hangover 
House's demise, since there 
were no lightning storms on 
the night it burned and no 
electricity was hooked to the 
house.

The home, built atop a high 
shell mound, was one of many 
built on the countless islands 
around Ozello, Brown said, 
during a time when "a lot of 
people came here from Michi­
gan after that Civil War."

which earned It the Hangover 
House title had ended.

“You couldn’t stay there all 
night without having a hango­
ver in the morning,” John J. 
Tlrown *-xi»li»ln«-«l of «!»•• 
given the oldest house tn the 
Ozello area when It was used 
as a hunting and fishing camp 
by the late L. C. Leedy, of Or­
lando.

THE STRUCTURE had 
been vacant since Leedy’s 
death. Brown said, and was 
owned by Leedy's son.

The elder Leedy spent his 
last few years as a nearly 
permanent resident of the 
house. Brown said, after 
years of fblilng and hunting 
with friends invited to Hang­
over House.

Mementoes of those 
once filled the small 
but Brown said vandals took 
many items, including a 
painting lax'dy commissioned 
that depicted his and Brown’s 
boats docked in front of the 
house.

fers to the waterfront struc­
ture where Brown grew up.

THAT HOUSE was owned 
by Brown's grandfather, also 
named John J. Brown (and 
the first school teacher at 
Ozello's famous island school

predecessor, an unused home 
at present. But its wooden 
walls stand as straight as the 
old Hangover House once did, 
and it may house a few more 
families before it relinquishes 
the title.

"They live! out of the 
woods then,” Brown said of 
the early setters, who relied 
on tlie abindant fish and 
began plantin; orange groves 
throughout the area.

house), after the grandpar­
ents settled in the area os 
children and later married.

The secund John J. Brown 
was raised as part of the Jim 
Brown family after Jim 
Brown purchased the old

'Hangover

THE HOUSE originally had 
two rooms off either side of a 
central hallway, and was 
heated by a stone fireplace. 
Brown said, and later three 
more rooms were added to 
the back, with an op™ poreh 
on the front and a planked 
walkway to Ike entrance.

To erect such a structure on 
an island was common in 
Ozello's eally history, 
"each family had a 
just like we have a 
Brown said.

The island location was per­
fect for Brown to Ieave hlb 
fishing equipment 
putchased the

BIT THE FREEZES 
1H93-96 wiped our 
and most o the 
transplants vanished 
area shortly a. terward.

Brown said the Hangover 
House once was home for the 
Lewis Head family, including 
five daughters, until Head 
sold it durirg the 1900-1930 
Florida boom.

‘‘Then I had an uncle that 
lived on the island right next 
to it and he had five boys, but 
none of them got married to 
each other," Brown ex­
plained.
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coffee and oil for the lamps. 
Mama had her vegetable gar-

AII five of Mrs. Brown's 
children attended the Western 
Island school, going by row-
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style work when she raised ■ 
her family in Ozello.

Born in Sumter County in 
1878, she moved to Ozello in 

has 35 great-grand'- the early 1900s where she met

She is believed by ,

[ II
• ©

f © •

.Brown said, wasn't the easy 
thing it is today.

"We had to wash clothes on 
a rubbing board,” she said; 
making vigorous hand mo­
tions to show how hard she

friends and relatives.
Mrs. Brown also enjoys a i 

good dish of Mulligan’s stew,” ■ 
Mrs. Watson said. ‘‘And I’ve , 
gotten her to eat eggs — she ; 
didn't like them before. And : 
she enjoys her breakfast cere- I i 
al.

“But Grandma is very fussy ';

h.

n. --- ■ r..

clothes clean.
Mrs. Katherine Stephens, 

one of Mrs. Brown's daugh­
ters, was with her mother and 
Mrs. Watson, remembering 
with her mother the days 
when Ozello was a frontier 
wilderness.

“Whenever we went to 
town, we went by horse and 

__ 1 on dirt roads," said 
Mrs. Katherine Stephens, an­
other of Mrs. Browns daugh-

, I hff' A ! 3 
f ■ :*•>? ■> . . . Tk. ■’
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And housework then, Mrs. den, chickens, milk cows and
pigs. Daddy cured the pork in Brown enjoys visits from old 
the family smokehouse be­
cause, of course, there was no 
refrigeration.

“Daddy shot deer, quail, 
ducks and even robins for the 
family's added meat.”

Mrs. Brown and her daugh­
ter remember thousands of 
robins coming down from the 
north every year.

“It took a lot of robins to 
get much meat," Mrs. Ste­
phens said. “But those little 
robins’ breasts were good eat­
ing-’’

Her mother saved the feath­
ers from tile ducks and robins

“We were the only children ! 
in the whole county who went, 
to school in rowboats," Mrs. i 
Stephens said. “And the eight 
grades in that one room ! 
school was all the formal edu­
cation any of us children ever : 
had.”

She remembers her mother 
scrubbing the bare white i 
wood floors of the house every i 
week, so hard that the floors ‘ 
shone with cleanliness.

In those far off Ozello days 
there was no running water, 
no electricity and the family 
used outdoor privies.

Ozello didn’t get electricity 
^_until~ the—135vSr'~Mrs—Ste-. 

phens added.
Mrs. Brown also remem­

bers her old woodburning 
stove on which she cooked all 
the family meals and the fire­
places that-heated the rest of 
the house.

Mrs. Stephens said, “All 
Daddy had to do was go out 
and get some of the wood ■ 
from the cedar trees all 
around us for firewood.

Now living a peaceful life t 
with her granddaughter, Mrs. ;

about the food she eats. She ; 
won’t eat any of the fat on ; 
meat — that may be one of , 
the reasons she's lived so [ 
long," Mrs. Watson added. i 

And she’s nearly always in 
good health, except for the ' 
physical damage left by the : 

to make pillows and quilts for stroke, Mrs. Watson added. , 
ters. “We bought only a few the family, she said. <<i feel fine," Mrs. Brown j

ing her family In Ozello there things at the store, like flour, All five of Mrs. Brown's said.
were otdy six or seven fami- coffee and oil for the lamps, children attended the Western “She may outlive all rf us," 
lies living in the area. Mama had her vegetable gar- Island school, going by row- said Mrs. Stephens,

A .
Sallie DeBusk Brown And Four Generations . 

.. Edith Black, Geneva Watson, Gwen Edge and Douglas Edge

By BETTY ALEXANDER 
Times Bureau

CRYSTAL RIVER — The 
tiny woman in a wheelchair 
wore a fireman's red house­
coat, her face was perkily 
cocked and her eyes were 
bright as she reflected on the 
95 years she’s lived.

She is Mrs. Sallie DeBusk 
Brown and she’ll be 96 in Au­
gust. r .........................
friends and relatives to be the 
oldest resident in the city.

Asked why she thinks she's' 
lived so many years, she said, 
"I worked hard and trusted, in 
the Lord.”, ■ L jt, 

She has-been confined to a 
wheelchair since’ she- .had a . 
stroke two years ago .and 

.must road her - BMe-with—a 
magnifying glass because the 
vision in those bright blue 
eyes has dimmed. >-• u--

But she enjoys going on 
camping trips with the Rev. 
Roy Watson and his wife, Ge­
neva, with whom she lives in 
her old house on Northeast 
First Street. Mrs. Watson is' 
one of her 17 grandchildren. >'

Mrs. Brown had six chil­
dren, three boys and three 
girls. But one daughter died 
of pneumonia at the age of 
seven in the family home in 
Ozello. From her five children 
she now —r—.. -
children and five great-great- her husband, • J. M. (Jim) 
arandchildi-en ' - ■ Brown. The family became an

integral part of the history of rubbed to get the famfly’s 
Citrus County because Brown, 
who was a commercial fisher­
man, became a deputy sheriff 
in the 1920s when the sheriff’s 
office had a sheriff and one 
deputy for each side of the 
county.

Later in the 1920s, Brown 
was elected to the .County 
Commission, in the early .......
1940s, after the family moved buggy 
to Crystal River, he was elect­
ed mayor without opposition.

When Mrs. Brown was rais-

Mrs. Watson said. "Grand-, 
ma really enjoys it when -we 
move her wheelchair out of 
our big camper and sit her in- 
front of an outdoor fire. She 
loves the camping and hunt­
ing trips.”

Although Mrs. Brown is a 
lifelong Baptist — baptized 
twice in the river when she 
was young - she now attends 
Church with the Watsons, 
Rev Watson is assistant pas­
tor of the Apostolic Church of 
Jesus Christ.

Although Mrs. Brown s days 
of hard work are in the past, 
there was'plenty of frontier^
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Martins, and Boatrights.
fact that all the chiFdren from first to eighth grades 
had to row a boat to school. Needless to say, we had

t > '■ i
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plenty of muscles, blisters, and worn out seats.
When the weather was rough, we started out at 

least an hour earlier, for at times we would be 
washed ashore, no matter how hard we rowed. The 
bay in front of the school could have waves two or 
three feet high. When this happened, we would be 
late. The teacher could see us from the school, and 
knew we would get there eventually. Sometimes the 

I : . passing fishermen would give us a hand.
1 ~~ Some days the teacher would accompany us to 

school in our boat. This was a special privilege, and 
on those days we were always on good behavior.

Most of the children wore the least amount of 
clothing necessary. Shoes were a nuisance! At lunch 
time, or recess, we’d swim, or wade around the 
edges of the island, which consisted of mostly oyster 
shells. I can’t ever remember anyone being cut from 
them - we knew to step lightly, as the Indians had 
done, long before us.

Our main recreations were spelling bees, and 
softball. The ball diamond was a clearing out back of 
the school with thousands of “Fiddler Crabs”, 
scurrying about. They never bothered us. We’d just 
have to stop a home run occasionally and shake one 
off a toe!

Another important and necessary place was 
located out back at the end of two well worn paths. 
These were called the little “Two-Holers”. Winter

n€AtShomef brother Gene and I had a “Tree House” 
in the swamp built on th: ht" ”u~ ~ 
covered oak, a secret hide-away from all grown ups. 
He was Tarzan, and I was Jane. Our old brown and 
white spotted dog was our “Ape”. How old Pooch — 
hated to be hauled up our grape-vine rope to the was no „ 
heights of our tree house! We even had our own Saturday 
flower garden. A natural and exotic one, with Green- bubbles! 
fly Butter-fly, orchids, and ferns growing in Our rabbits, was the two of us
PrMany°a feast we enjoyed at our tree house when carrying an old double barreled twelve gauge U.S. space prog™

was red-hot, we’d throw in clumps of oysters. They ££ putting in *^^1-'scar ne the 

worththe “danger”. They were called “coonies’\

Our. clothes were boiled ina oM black toree — ■
 (AFTER THOUGHT: Later busy civic worker. An artist of

well about 10 feet deep, which, to Epie and Gene moved away considerable talent, she has 
 ' ' 't from Ozello. He was a been an active member of the

Paratrooper in the Korean Citrus County Art League and 
»tOrann7hsTwA?walairght7illedwiHi Conflict, then worked at the has provided the inspiration 
ifternoon that well was a Slgnt, tinea witn . Redstone Arsenal Space for annual art exhibitions at 

Program, and is credited with Homosassa Springs and In- 
the invention of a number of verness. She has also been an 
useful items valuable to the active member of the Crystal 

. ---------- ------ .. „  ...... „ un. He
ind in the marshes. Once, when we were passed away in 1971. with a River Woman's Club and the 

- 1 ----  --m- fj;—- wife and three children sur- Homosassa Civic Club. Last
shelF*it’firedi off near the^water, viving. Epie made her home in week the Citrus County 

’ ' ’ ’ ~------ -—Southern California for-nearly chamber of Commerce
> cwv. ----------- -------------------o--™ w* me -Akhif wo Villort w« thp 25 years, where she’ Was honored Epie Bullard and her
you’d get hit by the hot shells’ But the odor Uvligbts out of us. The last rabbit we Killed \\ as I married and reared two sons, 'husband. Howard, presenting

..... ) ......... / 'Si-! - ' J

Growing Up In Ozello fc A Rewarding Adventure
By EPIE BULLARD and in motor boats. It was

The year (1941) saw many changes. Our country and we dressed in our buna y
was involved in World War II, with probably the wear shoes, miserable snoe . verses and sing 
most outstanding event the bombing of Pearl The children would reel proud of us-
Harbor. Economic conditions made it necessary for special songs. Our paren.. family, went home 
families to cut corners, doing without luxuries we Sometimes the minister, and avorite, “Chicken 
had been used to enjoying. That was the year our with us, and Mom always had o 
mother brought my brother, Gene and me to Ozello. and Dumplings . ■ • mostly futile, ,

We attended Ozello School, “The Isle of Our attempts to grow a.garden were abblts, ,
Knowledge”, as it was publicized in, “Ripley’s There were more shells than so waS R ,
Believe It or Not”. Supposedly it was the only and squirrels enjoyed most or ui p when the •- 
school in the United States completely surrounded challenge and sometimes worth 
by water.  animals let us have our share. The wind

The school was built in 1880, on an island in the Spring flood time was great tun ijben one
center of the St. Martin River. It’s said the people would blow for a few days ana mg • we>dsee 
who lived at Ozello then could not agree on which morning we’d wake up, an“to,oJ*ri|n nf ’0Ur front 
side of the river the school should be built. Finally, the water was almost up to the i j
they agreed to put it on an island, equal distance porch. This was a time when we above the
from each side. Families living in Ozello were the houses had been built up two or three 
Heads, DeBusks, Stanalands, Stephens, Browns, ground. We would swim around intney > .Martins, and Boatrights. right size cabbage tree og climb aboaid, an

The most amazing thing to me at the time was the paddle down the shell road to the tisn nou . 
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................■■....................................................... ...................................—

“Hauls of Mullet” caught the night.before. Ihejr

anThCehlMtemending' needle .^y^^A^h^ne

rectangle, tie the twine to the upper left corner, and --------
proceed to rebuild the net. They worked and told 
tales of the river and the sea, and we loved to listen.If the Spring flood was high, the water would cover 
the only road leading out of Ozello. On these oc- 
grocS'ie^an^'sup^lies^Tt^e’drildren alwayslooked 1880 - 1943

f°Pratts General Store^owned by John Pratt and his 0»Ho ©xello, ...
showcase’had^o^many'^oodres^itwas a delighfto came to be there, or who made him. Maybe the the Stanalands and DeBusks K it was going out we 

‘ . water tor drinking tethtag, or washing cahy os withuSl much ett«t on our part. We would

enio’ved seeing our old friends who were always ran off the roof, caught m rain barrels. We kept them home in no time at all. . 

£5 !tor' e”to”81”8
ih.l^’itabJ'oKmis ............. . ...... ................................

6aonce”we dug a°well about 10 teet deep, which, to

v/do ____ 4-Uni urall WOQ a cicfht flllPH with

fly,"''Butterfly;' orchids, and ferns 'growing'in “our'experiencejwith hunting wild game^which

Many a feast we enjoyed at our tree house when carrying 
oysters were in season. We’d build a fire, scout style < ------
with cabbage fans, and small twigs. When the fire i 
was red-hot, we’d throw in clumps of oysters. They putting ' 
snapped and popped and you’d better get out of the knocking us

«« vmn’rl crai hit hv fho hnt chpllc! "Riit fhn ^i.tn nn

md taste of the little “coonie” oysters wi 
Thpv wprp rallpH “p.
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OUTSTANDING SERVICE - Robert England, left, is seen 
above receiving a distinguished award plaque from the Citrus 
County Chamber of Commerce. Presenting the award is 
outgoing president James Frye. [CPS Staff Photo]

J
1

is Jean Conners, Chamber secretary. [CPS Staff Photo]

These were called the little “Two-Holers”. Winter 
heat was an old black pot-bellied stove, which we all 
crowded around during the few cold months. Our 
water supply was held in a concrete cistern. .

We were a well behaved group'.of kids that is, until, !<°!Ln uS’, 
,we started home. All the cbildrer^would load up their ' .. u J
boats with the biggest oyster shells they could find, 
and then the “Shell Fight”, would begin. If another 
boat came too close, look out! We never got hurt, 
because we were careful to keep our distance.

On Sundays, if we could get a minister, we went 
back to school for church, this time with our parents,

SsSS^EFess

t !S

SM •»£ visit our Mends Ih.t Used on

’as aJ-e “.ec.'d'ng factor would be the way the 
KOing. if if was coming in, we would swim to

O| f

Fw ;

I

'.r

' - Homosassa’s Epie and Howard Bullard, left, were r ' ’ ’ 
vnvlr roumsseli' k_.._ - _. * ------ - — svt mivu

County. Presenting their award is

st ■ I
- J

t ■
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CHAMBER OFFICERS,' GUESTS - Seated at the head table during recent installation of new 
Citrus County Chamber of Commerce officers held recently at the Fort Cooper Station are left 
to right, incoming president Jim Twitty, his wife, Kathy; outgoing president James Frye-Mr. 
and Mrs. Duncan Thigpen [Thigpen was guest speaker] and Col. and Mrs. Lonnie Davidson.

«uen,?g the Chamber awarded nine persons seven awards for community service.LUPb staff Photo]

lb
STUDENT HONORS - Accepting the Citrus County Chamber of Commerce’s award to out­
standing student Charlene Hood are her parents Maj. and Mrs. Eugene Hood. Presenting the 
award is incoming first vice president of the Chamber Lois Randall. [CPS Staff Photo]

hn-ow head^pFece^of pottery with coldor|^Jfere 
and indescribable bones. We Pretended we we c
Indians, and would hold war council, or have a rnoros
“feast of the Pumpkin Dance , which was a part oi 
the local Indian lore. Once we found a rabbit abou fiy

!'T -r. J^r-

3 E i. . .

-;w

"'•F f; -/s*
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ttiuti wu anu iearea iwo sons, “usuana, Howard, presenting 
Glynn and Howard. Some them with an Outstanding 
years ago she decided to return Citizens Award at the 
to Citrus County and now lives organization’s annual 
at Homosassa, where she is a banquet.)
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Remnants And Memories
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£pie Bullard, of Homosassa Springs, forme 
.... ........    School. The remains of the school are on the 
in the St. Martin’s River near Ozello. < CPS Staff Photo).
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LUNCH SPOT- As a child. Mrs. Epi
Homosassa Springs, attended the Ozrllo ............... ........
visit to the island school site. Mrs. Bullard found the old tree 
that students gathered around at lunch time. (CPS Staff 
Photo)

\ER \ME - All that remains of the old Ozello School is the roof structure that appears to be 
seme kind of A-frame with a weathered history. The school was in operation from 1880 until 
1J43. <CPS Staff Photo)

wouldn’t have all eight. Hou we teachers ever 
'managed to hear all the lessons, I don’t know now

The older children helped the younger ones with their lessons 
after they had finished their own work. They also helped I<H>k 
after them on the plnv ground This made it possible for a teacher 
to keep in the slow learners and give them extra help at recess.

At first the building was very small, but it had been extended 
Ix'fore 1 went there tin the stage, which was across one end of 
the room, was the teacher's desk, a recitation bench and an 
organ The desks were the old fashioned double desks with tops 
that could be raised and lowered. The windows and doors were 
screened as the yellow deer flies and green headed horseflies 
were plentiful almost all summer.

The school was used on Sunday's for Church Worship services 
and Sunday school. The highlights of the year were two 

h°y just programs put on by the children. If the school was in session
; back to during the winter, there was a Christmas program with a

Christmas tree. We had a program at the close of school, also. 
Everyone in the community came to these programs. The 
teacher and children worked hard for several u eeks to prepare a 
program that would provide good, clean entertainment for all.

I w ent back to Ozello in September 1935 to teach a winter term. 
. ■ • This lime 1 rented a house across the river from the school and 
■moved there with three of my children. They were seven, nine, 

and eleven years old. We bought a small, second hand boat which 
•’ A; I had to row to school until my two boys learned how to row.

1 E School opened on Labor Day. 1933. the day the big hurricane 
” struck the Florida Keys and killed four hundred people. Half of 

W°-'t k’,1Cd UCrC servicemen stationed at lhe Naval Base in Key

’’Fish Bowl" today.
Physical Education was not taught as such in thoso days Be years we 

had play periods or recesses and the noon hour to play any game — 
possible in the rough space around the building. Oyster shells 
deposited there years ago by Indians shucking oysters were 
everywhere .... .

Ozrllo children didn't mind the shells but dashed here and 
there chasing each other 1! they happened to cut a heel or toe. 
they waded out into the river, washed the would, and came to the 
house lor first aid , . .

The game thev enjoyed most was ’ Ball". Several years before 
1 went there, the big bovs had cleared a sandy spot hack of the 
school for a ball diamond We used sponge rubber balls and 
board bats. Sometimes a good batter would bat the ball out into 
the river.

4 boat was kept at the landing near the playground to retrieve 
the ball If the ball landed in shallow water, the nearest boy just 
dashed in and got it Thcv didn't mind in the least going ' 
icssuns with their pant s legs dripping wet. Since it was summer 
time, the wet pants helped tn keep them cool

There were usuallv eight grades in the school though some

5?^

High tides, high winds and rain reached Ozello that night. ' - 
Tuesday everyone stayed inside their homes and waited for the 
storm to pass that is, everyone except the fishermen. They had to 
keep constant vigil over their boats to see that they were secure.

There were no radios or telephones to contact the outside 
* world. Trees were down across the only road leading into Ozello.

Tide water also made the road impassable for cars Our nearest 
neighbor. Riley D. Head, came to see about us Tuesday morning 
and assured us that we were in no immediate danger.

On Wednesday morning, he told us it was safe for us to go to 
school although the tide was still high. He towed our boat to 
school that morning, but the next day we rowed across the river.

If you don't know much about rowing a boat and have to cope 
with a strong tide, you're in for a trying time. I thought we's 
never make it. The school island was covered with tidew ater. We 
tied our boat to the front steps and climbed out on the second or 
third step. A few of the children stayed at home but most of them 
came. I don't know how much book learning 1 imparted to them 
the rest of that week but we kept school.

It was fun to everyone except my children and me. I didn't 
dare admit that I was uneasy for I would have lost my prestige.

The only sanitary facilities were the outdoor privies some 
distance from the school house. For two days they could only be 
reached by boat or wading. 1'11 leave the rest to your 
imagination.

Although we had some trying experiences. 1 enjoyed the work 
in Ozello. We were not bothered with traffic on streets or high- 
wavs. It was interesting to watch the fishing boats go up and 
down the river. The school children knew the sound of every boat 
motor and could tell which fisherman was coming long before the 
boat came into sight.

One day two fishermen put down their nets across from the 
school. The children and I went outside and watched them make 
a catch of approximately a thousand mullet.

During those years there I learned much about their way of 
Despite the lack of modern day conveniences, theirs was a ha 
life. Today, thanks to a rural electrification, everyone 
electric lights and many of the electric appliances are available.

A state highway has replaced the old dirt and shell road and 
new subdivisions have been laid out and many new homes built. 
The state has provided one of the nicest roadside parks thus 
providing a recreation center that all may enjoy.

I resigned as teacher of Ozello School m 1943. Since then all the 
school children have been transported by boat and bus to Crvstal 
River School.

The little seventy-two year old school house still stands on it's 
lonely island, a silent reminder of the courage and determination 
of the people lo provide an education for their children despite 
many difficulties.
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by boat as the post olhee was cverv week 1 received a pKture
■ihool When I was a small chdd. - .. j k.an,ed later .hat _

KS"^^r,her's“nd,ws^iru^dotn^^umme^
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shells. I can't ever remember anyone being cut ..... 
them - we knew to step lightly, as the Indians 
done. long before us. ’ :

Our main recreations were spelling bees, and 
softball. The ball diamond was a clearing out back of 
the school with thousands of “.Fiddler Crabs", 
scurrying about. They never bothered us. We'd just 
have to slop a home run occasionally and shake one 
off a toe! ■ ? •? "

Another important hn'd ■ necessary ‘ plabe was 
located out back at’the end of two well worn paths. 
These were called the little “Two-Holers”. Winter 
heat was an old black pot-bellied stove, which we all 
crowded around during the few cold months. Our 
water supply was held in a concrete cistern.

We were a well behaved group of kids that is, until 
we started home. All the children would load up their 
boats with the biggest oyster shells they could find, 
and then the “Shell Fight", would begin. If another
boat came too close, look out! We never got hurt, --jeasiui me ruiiipnui vuuw . ,i •
because we were careful to keep our distance. jocal In(jian j0*rC OnceAve found a rabbit about 1 ■

On Sundays if we could get a minister, we went t ( ( hj , perfect|v formed, made of what looked • • |
back to school for church, this time with our parents, likejnm^tone To this’day I\ve .wondered how he/. • t

The most amazing thing to me at the time was the 
fact that all the children from first to eighth grades 
had to row a boat to school.'

fapc «A. CHKVNIVLE-PRESS SENTINEL. February 8. 1976

Growing Up fci OzeDb Wcqs A Rewards/
ri-ni’i v • r»T-i i • . unr.ir> Il nr. imnnrlnnf DPCnsion '

(mW mv. *■. in our ------ -  „
wear shoes, miserable shoes!

1 IIV CUIIUIVII MVM1W • — •  --------------- ---- —

special songs. Our parents were proud of us. 
Sometimes the minister, and his family, went home 
with us, and Mom always had our favorite, ‘ Chicken gjl
aiOur attempts to grow a garden were mostly futile.

Knowledge", as it was publicized in, “Ripley’s There were more shells than soil. The birds, rabbits, ■ /jg
Believe It or Not". Supposedly it was the only and squirrels enjoyed most of the crop. It was a -
school in the United States completely surrounded challenge and sometimes worth the effort, when the 533L

animals let us have our share. .Spring flood time was great fun for us. The wind , r-.x
ut pvvuic would blow for a few days and nights. Then one • ■ 

e on which morning we’d wake up, and to our surprise, we d see 
ilt. Finally, the water was almost up to the floor of our front

— porch. This was a time when we were glad the 
houses had been built up two or three feet above the 

... i.i____ :------- ---------------------------------------I.nrrl firiH Inn

By EVIE BULLARD and in motor boats. It was an important occasion t
The year (1941) saw many changes. Our country and we dressed in our “Sunday Best", and had to p

was involved in World War II. with probably the wear shoes, miserable shoes! ' . ’ l
most outstanding even! the bombing of Pearl The children would recite Bible verses and sing r-
Harbor. Economic conditions made it necessary for special songs. Our parents were proud of us. ,
families to cut corners, doing without luxuries we °---- —- ‘Un h«c family went home
had been used to enjoying That was the year our 
mother brought my brother. Gene and me to’ Ozcllo.

We attended Ozcllo School. "The Isle of
’ ‘ niihlirirnrt ’

ieve It or Not". Supposedly it was the only 
ool in the United States completely surrounded 

by water.
The school was built in 1890, on an island in the 

center of the St. Martin River. It's said the people 
who lived at Ozcllo then could not agree c" ••’*•—** 
side of the river the school should be built. ,, 
they agreed to pul it on an island, equal distance 
from each side. Families living in Ozello were the nOUstb iwu ucm v..w --------------- - — -
Heads, DeBusks, Stanalands, Stephens, Browns, ground. We would swim around in the yard, find the 
Martins, and Boatrights. right size cabbage tree log. climb aboard, and-------- ----------------------------- . it....i---------n., patjd]e down the shell road to the fish house.

b The fish house was the hub of Ozello. Fishermen 
Needless to say, we had gathered to sell their fish, and exchange news of the 
___________________ “Hauls of Mullet” caught the night before. They 

would spread their nets to dry, and to mend. 
Sometimes this was a family affair with the women. 
and children helping.

The net mending needle they used was Hand 
whittled", from hickory wood, and filled with twine. , 
They would trim the uneven holes to a neat square or v» — 
rectangle, tic the twine to the upper left corner, and ^-. un­
proceed to rebuild the net. They worked and told 
talcs of the river and the sea, and we loved to listen.

If the Spring flood was high, the water would cover . ‘K’.vj. . 
the only road leading out of Ozello. On these oc- 
casions we’d go by boat to Homosassa to re-stock our 
groceries and supplies. The children always looked o] SLnowlvAgu cp*n»d 1880 - clo&»d 1
forward to this as an adventure. « . . 

plenty of muscles, blisters, and worn out seats. ?ra <1- '•
When the weather was rough, we started out at wife, Florence, yas pur . • .-A. to • “-> ' ' • ' ' . . . .. .

least an hour earlier, for at times we would be , sh™£a^J^ ?anie l0 be there’ or who made h,m' Mayl
washed ashore, no matter how hard we rowed. The ■ hercu^5 Ba2?^Pu wl’ hnd i treat" ^nd>ans. . . -
bay in front of the school could have waves two or ’loads of bubble gum. \e al  )  Faith-' ’'Fresh water for. drinking, bathing, or wa
three feet high. When this happened, we would be‘ ?0.,,1?e^m?s 1|m rn»hn°r fnrnet thit 'Andwe clothes was scarce, especially when it waslate. The teacher could see us from the school, and ^ul. • Gas tor oil, b ut"e d ™lh r 0 g • • season. The only usable water was rain-wate
knew we would get there eventually. Sometimes the cn]°>'cd ,scc,nR rtou,rhe ^ehinSine the latest rp" °tfr0?f' caug.‘l 1,1 ra.‘",barrcls- We kem 
passmg fishermen would give us a hand. ■ gathered around the store exchangmg the latest, covered but,t wasn’t easy to keep mosqmto h

Some davs the teacher would accompany us to ne?.s:and g?ss 'Rt. r t hod a “Tree House’’ or amall bugs out. W e boi ed our drmkmgwatei 
school in ou'r boat. This was a special privilege, and ; A, hon,li’^™SG„e ?h!,^diimlw of a moss . OurJ cloll!cs '!’e^ In an, ?? a?>.ck 
on those davs we were always on good behavior. ,n ?"aJnP h;dA.nwnv7rnm ill crown uos legged wash pot. My brother and I had the
cloXnee™^^^ Ls'om feet deep, whi
feo7thTis^ hmed S°beChaulEed up our gra^-vine rope to the’

• ’'’ fly. Butter-fly, orchids, and ferns growing in ,QUr experience with hunting wild game,
profusion. ... . . . consisted of ducks and rabbits, was the twoMany a feast we enjoyed at our tree house when carryjng an oid double barreled twelve 
oysters were in season, ped build a lire, scout st jie, shotgun around in the marshes. Once, when w< 
with cabbage fans, and small twigs. When the fire fryjng t0 ioad that old gun, with Gene holding 
was red-hot, we'd throw in clumps of oysters. The} nie'putting in the shell, it fired off near the ' 
snapped and popped and you d better get out ot the v^oc^ing us down in the mud, and nearly scari 
wav, or you’d get hit by the hot shells. But the odor Jay]ighls out of us. The iast rabbit,Skilled w 
anti taste of the little "coonie . oysters were \veli onewe had to clean. ■ ! '
worth the “danger' . They were called coonies , . \yhen we wanted to visit our friends tliat li\ 
because the coons loved them every bit as mucn as rjver> deciding factor would be the \\

Sometimes1 we^would'X’ on the iysler shell . was RainR-lf ll was cumirlg in’wc *
mounds, which were made by the Indians when they :
lived here many years before us.'We would find (■ »• 
arrow heads, pieces of pottery with colored designs, i »• 
and indescribable bones. We pretended we were epo tniMQf 
Indians, and would hold war council, or have a 
“feast of the Pumpkin Dance”, which was a part of ,• .

‘ lian lore. OnceAve found a rabbit about | • By Sneilo Jonos
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By ELIZABETH JOYNER 
Coordinator of Gifted Education 

Citrus County School Sy stem
The Gifted Education Program of Citrus County 

was initiated in the school year of 1972-1973 In the 
four years H has been in operation, it has doubled in 
size through the continuous process of screening, 
evaluating and identifying students who qualify for 
the program. The program senes grades three 
through eight, but in the future will expand to cover 
kindergarten through twelfth grade.

The philosophy oi the program is that gifted 
children with such high ability need a differentiated 
educational program that takes their unusual 
abilities into account and provides them with 
greater challenges than the regular school services 
can offer. An effective program tor the gifted 
requires teachers trained to identify gifted children 
and provide programs designed to encourage them 
to maximum development of potential and a greater 
understanding of their capabilities.

Through the Gifted Education Program, students 
participate in advanced activities such as the 
creative writing and thinking here, problem solving, 
drama, research, field trips. Career Education, 
Independent study and many other challenging 
activities.

Ma

CLASS VISITOR - Historical society 
Bowler, attended class for the Citrus Count) i 
program recently, during a study of historic 
persons.

HISTORIC It T AI K - Members of Citrus CountyS ■ 
Education program studied Citrus County History firs I 
when they talked with Mack Smith and his wife. Smith 
repuli-d to be the oldest Citrus Countian aliv e.

■Page 4A. CHRONICLE PRE-SS SENTINEL. May 30. 1S76 —*

Gifted Education Takes LooEc At Citrus 'Heriftogs' Po©p5

SURROUNDED -• Long time Citrus Countian. Eli a Jones of 
Floral City, has lived in Citrus County all of her life and was a 
teacher for 10 years. Above eighth graders in the Citrus 
County Gifted Education program are seen following in­
terview1

.1
T‘
‘ ’ l r . "1 ad milking I

X. ' \ ‘ ■’ < He startedI

-i- N

•T*
CITRUS PRiNEEH - Gifted Education vtudrnU who ikited 
thr home of lx.uk t onwll during u study of < itrus County 
IlKiori were left to right, hack row. Grate Guktafvim. Susan 
Hope. Ruth Mrf.laibrn. Kriin Walsh, and Pete Astapehrk. At 
center are lei I to right, James Howard, ix.uk t urinell and Bill 
Spivrj. front row. irfl u. right are Doug 
Knighlm. Greg Evans, < alliy MatUirws and Jul

One of the big events was to go 
watch people unload The tram tai 
ness was about 2Ucents

During this period the Magnolia Hotel was located where the 
present day Jilfy is The Magnolia Hotel was owned by Mrs. 
Borland

Most courting was done by swinging on a porch swing and 
play tng such games as spin the bottle and post el nee

Said Mrs Junes, "Klectr icily changed my lite the most ”
In our interview w ith .Mrs Junes we learned more things about 

our county s past and found it quite educational

< * 
■ **

bout four miles out of town toward Hernando is a large piece 
o! and containing a white frame house. This is where Louis 
C-'nell has In cd for the past 40 years

.ou;s Connell s family moved to Florida 
brse and wagon They settled down 18 
G. nesville It was C—.-‘-I
fcnly consisted of fivc members

.'ue to the phosphate boom, the Connell family moved to Citrus 
in 1908 where his father acquired the job of supcrin- 
of a phosphate camp Being the youngest of three boys 

des have its drawbacks Chores such as bringing in the wood 
ad milking the cow were done by Mr Connell.

... ,.d school in 1909 having Miss Nellie Miller, who is still
a.ve at age 94. as his first grade teacher. Mr. Connell walked 
arout two miles to the frame building known as school. 
I 'Cipltne of then and now is much the same His family used the 
pachtree switch Mr Connell graduated in 1918 in a class of five 
by sand four girls
From here he w ent on to become a school board member which 

h- was tur 12 years. In 1946. the county bought its first buses.
ling only 10-12 pupils Today, 30 years later, the county 
than 70 buses holding 80 or more pupils each.

Phosphate mining was a very important industry in those days 
aid brought people from all around in Citrus County. Phosphate 
»as sold to Germany and later bought electricity to Inverness.

Looking back on his life, Mr. Connell says that indoor plumbing 
tong with electricity have made the biggest changes in his life. 
Talking to Mr. Connell was both fun and interesting We wish to 
hank him for his hospitality and information which has helped 
is to better understand our county's past

lx.uk
ix.uk
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Floral C ity. the once 4th largest citv in Florida
*here *ere nine in the Watson family counting Elva. Mr. 

$1 a^vfarmed and worked for the Phosphate company making
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was the showinf 
completed press box atop I 
football stadium The Buush 
Club has sponsored 
building of the pre* 
building is elaborately

Now that we have had 
like to remind gardeners about 
been caused by this 
days.

Infantino Nominated To Serve As Page 
John Infantino, son of Mr House He will serve lor the 

\al Infantino of month of June Infantino uas 
nominated as a page by 
Congressman Kelly

HISTORICAL TALK — Members of Citrus Count' 
Education program studied Citrus Counts History f 
when they talked with Mack Smith and' his wife, 
reputed to be the oldest Citrus Countian aliv e.

w Itch peoplebunloadnTh'atS ’° Rf° ^f'" '° ° a"d
ncss was about 20 cents ° ram are from F,oraJ Clt> t0 Inver- 

During this period the Magnolia Hotel was located where the 
Borland^' *'Iagno,ia ,,otcl was owned by Mrs.

Most courting was done by swinging on a perch suing and 
playing such games as spin the bottle and post office

Said Mrs Jones. "Electricity changed mv life the most "
In our interview with Mrs Jones we learned more things about 

our county s past and found it quite educational
By 

Eddie Morris 
Doug Grant 

Ruth McGlashen 
Susan Hope 

Grace Gustafson
Gifted Education Student

■to™. The group „,a,isls
icrlrude and Bill Haupt and provides greater holding poi 

son. David. Also in the problem with adding organic t 
group is Hank Cavanaugh. In the soil will start to break it 
Mike Brandon and Jim *••! have tore apply it often. 
Camplin.

The public is invited in at­
tend by members of the 
Methodist "*

a lot of rain in Citrus County. I w<x!d 
..bout some problems that might have 

excessive rain we had had in the last few

C1TRVS PIONEER - Gifted Education undents who visited 
the home of Louts Connell during a study of Citrus County 
History were left to right, back ecu. Grace Gustafson, Susan 
Hope. Ruth McGlashrn. Kevin Walsh. and Pete Astapehek. At 
center arc left to right. James Howard. Louis Connell and Bill 
Spivey, front row left to right are Doug Grand. Terry 
Knighten. Greg Evans. Cathy Matthews and Julie Kells.

Navy Seaman Vonn C 
Berlin*"* daughter of Mr and 
Mrs A W DiPasca of 
Heinu^ssa Springs, Fla . was 
graiiui,,rd from recruil 
trailing ul 'be Naval Training 
Center. '’•‘lando, Fla

Class*® include instruction in

Fish Fry For Football Team
The Crystal River Athletic 

Boosters Club sponsored a f.M, 
fry for the high school football 
team on Thursday evening at 
C.OO pm at (he football 
stadium

Approximately 150
“*...... 1 up for a dinner _ __

beans, cole slaw and
'ingand 

River

for almost 25 years and later worked with Standard Oil for 16-17

The most important dates he looked forward to in his life were 
the day he sent his own children off to college. As a child though 
Christmas time was the most sacred day all vear. He got a few 
gilts under the tree and a banana or an apple in his stocking

Different types of transportation back in earlier times included 
rain, horse and a horse and buggy connection. The first person 

in this area to own a car was W. H Boswell
J''"Lit1'.'?S!rXlcwers “kcd Mr smith. "tat convenience 
changed their hie Uie most he replied, "Electricitv. of course "

As far as Invernessappeared many years ago.Mr. Smith said

1 imagine that Inverness was a lot d,ffen.nlback then, not onlv 

teS^i[yC

. serving uer 
High cofichta

JOHN INf AMINO

Of Citrus Historical Family

a po «»r/« 
rf^ywyi-.'

fish d air-co"Silioned. The First United Methodist
The front of the building is O’urch w‘« have as their 

glass lined for a fine view of the 8ueSb on Wednesday. June 2. 
action. This press box and ’"The Bible Tones” from 
other improvements that have Dawsen Springs. Ky Thev w ill 
been made in the facilities at perform at 7 p.rn.
Crystal River High gives that Their sound tomes from a 

'he best athletic nucleus of six individuals who 
tn Citrus County. P‘a- ,”e,r instruments and sing

vi. ;| Homosassa Girl Graduates 
From Recruit Training

sea liianslilp.
regulations. I 
order drill. In 
history

A former student oi Antilles 
High School, San Juan. Puerto 
Rico, she joined Hie Navy in 
February. I97S

som'
D-kl T »T B _CThe Bible Tones To Perform Th ddmentsari'“n:a"“-'ma,enjia"j.'.’i:mdaicuy p' 

.hdrfync,. Thegn.up exists S? h d°£ ““*f
of Gertrude and Bill Haupt and provides grealer holding points tor riant numienr n! 7* 
lheir son. David. Alsu ,he problem with adding organk nutter t!1 se.l ,?is..?'V"'5

Hank Cavanaugh, in the sod win surT.oftvJk X" i s.^ 
ar.daa and Jim *‘11 have to re-apply it often. ' jou

The other product is called colloidal clay i phosphate. It us a 

dues not break d.» n the sud so it is a mure ronnanent i.Mmon

' «n apple, but more 
•n apticot.

— son of Mr 
tnti Mrs T Vai Infantino of 
lnvernc£&, has been selected to 
MTte u. n page m the L'.S. 
Capital, atxordmg io u rejxjrt 
from Fifth District 
^-grfis-man Richard Kelly, 

IrJar.lino attends the Bolles 
Academy in Jacksonville He is 
tr. fat iap fifth t.JhtA
acaden.icall) Among his 
many extra-curricular ac- 
r^mplishnients, he has served 
»- utid junior < lass
prtzitlfT.' prtxadtT.l of tfu- 
Ler. unions CJub, and business 
manager of The Bugle 'fie 

newspaper Hr will tie a 
at lit.ties next year

Ai a page Ir.far. ’ino udl 
messages fur 

members of

r the discipline was given by Mrs. Watson. Mrs. Jones 
loted. saying. ‘She fanned your pants if you did wrong "

^^Sher»/g°hXTXn^St£

• n mm '°r “,nCh' S‘nce U"!rc lllUe °r Tan-vportation

Were: TyPh0,d
e general store, you could buy anything from coffee to

showed
baked L___ ____ _ OM1,
iced tea . Doing thecookii 

were Crystal
High coaches, Bramlett and 
Hickey John Ferdinando, of 
'he lioostera club, was the head 
chef

Tire liigiihght of the evening 
•g of tfie near 
s box atoji (he 

in The Boosters 
the 

ss box Tfie 
car-

In 1901 in Inverness. Florida Mack Smith was bom Today 
is the oldest known pen on to be both bom and raised in Inv< 
ness Hh roots on Inverness so.! go ba ck a lang w*iy

His mother moved here in 1SM from South Carolina His father 
came here in 1876. his descent is unknown. They moved here in 
the then speedy means of transportation, hon-e and wagon After 
the Smith famih set up a homestead they had five children, 
boys. Mr Smith being the youngest .As a ch.Id he labored < 
the tasks of milking the cow and tend.ng the goat1- If he 
overcome with laziness he labored over a good "switchm".

As far as Mr Smith s education went, he had to walk 2 5 miles 
to school everyday. except on the u eekends The school was a 

^single room complex The school days back then were from 8 
am to 4 p m and a school year was only four months compared 
to the present day nine months

He started his education at a mere four years of age because 
there were not enough pupils enrolled m the school. Miss Lilly 
Bassett. Mr Smith s first grade teacher boarded with the Smith 
family during the school y ear In the summer when school was 
not in progress Miss Bassett returned to her home town So the 
teacher could keep tfie younguns in line she gave them a swit­
ching as discipline

Whenever little Mad: got sick he went to old Doc Miller. He 
chased away the evil spirits with spirits such as Castor Oil, a 
variety of salts, cough remedies, laxatives and Hk- Al! American 
spir.t chaser Calamal Even Calamal couldn't chase away 
Malaria, diplhena. chicken pox measles, sore eyes, and 
whooping cough Sounds bad but these diseases were very 
common back then

However, in order to pay bills of different varieties, work had 
to t*<- done to raise money Back in the younger days of Mack 
Smith, most of the jobs in this area were found around Hernando 
and Moral City Most work was centered around tlx- sawmills 
and the phosphate mane. Mr Smith worked in the dairy business
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a fine view of the 
press box and

been made ln lhe laciliUes at 
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Signs indicate to passersby 
who lives,on the many 
small roads1 that leave

The Ozello water company
paradise

' --T-- Continued from real-ettata cover
large, and very fancy places on stills. There are small 
communities. and there arc one-family areas, and all of them 
arc lace-to-fucc with (he abundance of Mother Nature. The 
majority of homes are either on natural waterways, or on 
man-made canals from those waterways.

Ronnie Green says it is one of the few •‘last frontiers” left 
where you also can have such conveniences as electricity, 
water, and telephone service, plus rural mail delivery (from 
Crystal River).

The area is a violent contrast in scenery. From. the.. 
luxuriant forest areas, you pass into panoramas~df nothTng 
lor miles but sawgrass. Then, you come to areas in which the 
tall, stalely cabbage palms have literally “lost their heads” 
.md stand like soldiers in a battlefield. Then, there are the 
••ays. large and small, where the St. Martin's River comes ■ 
.-.weeping in, bringing a variety of fresh and saltwater life 
with it.

In what may be designated as the ••heart”- of Ozello are a 
Livic Club, a Baptist Church, and not loo far away is the 
■ncllo Fire Department, manned by active volunteers. Near 
he church is the Ozello water tow’er. :
When you keep going west until you ctoss the cause-way 

■Hilo another smaller island, you find bait and fish houses, the 
Pirates Cove retreat, and a lol of new homes under con- 
Atruction.

Pirates Cove, operated by Bonnie and Paul Gulledge, has a 
nolel. a parking area for RV vehicles, a boat ramp, a M 

restaurant, a bar and a recreation room. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gulledge provide an amazing service: They provide a free 
fish dinner every Sunday afternoon. Thai's hard to believe, 
but Dial's exactly what they do. Why? It helps build interest ' 
in the area, builds business for the Cove, and, besides, the 
Gulledges ‘like people," They feed as many as 600 persons 
»n a Sunday afternoon.

Runme Green, local Realtor, gives the Gulledges much 
xedit for stimulating interest in the area, with their free fish 
rics, and all the fellowship thift goes with iL ,
Green himself has done much to develop the area. He has a 

marina and boat storage area near his home, and a real 
estate office near the highway. You can see his green real 
estate signs everywhere. •• .

Another 'watering hole" in Ozello is the Palm Tavern, 
•peraled byjdx;—«rtd‘'MPs**Jim LaBree. The place once 
■/elonged to "Happy Helen,” Ozello’s former honorary 
i.ayor. The La Brees have renovated the facility and changed 
I considerably. They also have installed a modem kitchen, 
■ here they plan to prepare full meals for patrons in the near 
■ulure.

The Black Creek Trading PSst is still another place where 
the Ozello folks-gather to bend the elbow, tell tall tales and 
shoot a game of pool. The place also stocks a small supply of 
groceries for those who forgot an item, such as bread.

Ask nearly anyone in Ozello why they moved there, and the 
usual response is “because it is peaceful,” or “because it is 
close to Nature," or “It’s a good place to get away from

have all the fishing-punting you could _ srna|J roadg~that |6 

main-highway
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JOHN BROWN DAY IN OZELLO
Saturday, June 1st has been proclaimed John Brown Day by the Ozello

John will be 77 years old that day and wee invite all

in the attic and find Grandma’s old dress.

more than 5° years ago.
The Browns have been a prominent name in Ozello ever scinpe John’s
grandfather, J.J.Brown came here after the Civil War. J.J.Brown car­
ried the mail for 35 years, (in the earlier years this was done by

school teacher, County Commissioner when Citrus County
organized at Mannfield and oldest Mason in the stste at the timewas

John’s father, James Newton, was also a resident ofhis death.
Ozello, a fisherman and guide and was Mayor of Crystal River at one time.
John was born in Ozello June 1st, I9O8 and the house still stands off ---

John was on the School Board, drove the School Boat andIbnther Road.

electrician with an Electric Shop in Crystal River, a fisherman and
f

had a Fish House in Ozello.
Ozello is proud of the heritage of this fine family and invite you to

Bring your family albums of Old Ozello tocome help us celebrate.
There will be string music, games such as horse-shoes, volleyshare.

for a good Old Fashioned £&y.ball, and contests.

/■

OZELLO COMM. BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bob Hindman, Pastor 

Rt. 1, Box 972 
Crystal River, Fla. 32629 
Telephone 904-795-4867

Civic Club.

his relatives, friends and residents, (former and present), of Ozello

There will be an Old Fashioned Style Show for those who can rummage
Special recognition will

to don their sunbonnets or bibbed overalls', bring a covered dish and *
join us at the Ozello Civic Building at 11:00 am for a day of fun.

be given to former school teachers of the famous (by Ripley’s Believe^ 
It Or Not) Island School House and also anyone who was born in Ozello 

•/

Come and join us

boat), he was

7 7
"7^5 , 30 Nw

!

Bus, was Constable of Ozello for 16 years; he was also a barber, an
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Disney has 
falldiscounts 
for seniors

7 relate well to little 
children— I really 
enjoy them. They 
are so open, so 
loving— so eager 
to learn and to 
please. I open the 
world of books to 
children. It's ex­
citing when a child 
gets to the point 
when he can sit 
down and read a 
book by himself.'

Mary Harrison

fertile 
a food

.m.
in.

At any age

Gardener 
? guest speaker 

Oct. 16 at the 
of Four Rivers 

at noon at the

wiiiw juik Tampa Chan- 
I fi weatherman Jim Smith will be 
■ guest speaker at the Inh Annual 
jits Yankeetown Chamber of

i

“Every teacher had to take 
turns conducting a high school 
study hall also." she recalled. "It 
was quite an adjustment handling 
first graders, then older children, 
then back to the first graders.”

She came to Inverness when the 
school was still housed in a two- 
story brick structure.

“There were seven teachers In­
cluding myself,” she said. "There 
were too many children at the 
first and second grade levels, so I 
took the overflow for both grades. 
The children kept coming until 
there were two teachers required 
for every grade I then became 
one of the lint grade teachers.”

She has enjoyed teaching for so 
many years because, as she said, 
“I relate well to little children- I 
really enjoy them. They are so 
open, so loving— so eager to learn 
and to please I open the world of 
books to children H’s exciting 
when a child gets to the point 
when he can sit down and read a 
book by himself "

"In IH9. when I left Crystal 
River Elementary, I was teaching . 
38 children,” she said and added

Florida residents 55 and elder can 
benefit from reduced rrem rates and 
special vacation packages for Young 
at Heart Days In selected Walt Dis­
ney World resorts.

The Young at Heart Hotel Package 
Includes one night’s accommoda­
tions at the Golf Resort or Club Lake 
tir^* tw.°.2‘Av Young at Heart 
tickets and Inclusion in one of three 
m-park seminars, a ») value.

The featured seminars Include 
Capturing the Magic." a 

photographic tour of the Magic

1---- ULoy nuyta^^

Her assessment of what is 
essentially the goal in the educa­
tion of a child is; "that he achieve 
what he can achieve, even though 
that may not fit the grade he is in. 
It Is what he Is capable of 
achieving We must let him feel 
successful even If it does not 
measure up to what the others 
do.”

La

Mrs. Harrison and husband, • 
William, have lived in Floral City 
fur 38 years They have a sen. 
Mark, who assists his father with 
the family orange groves, and a 
daughter. Lynn Hagen, of Mobile. 
AU . who also was a teacher until 
the birth of her child

Eggs-actly 
what's in 
an egg?
By EMILY WILKENS

Dear Emily: Please tell me if 
there is such a thing ns a cholesterol- 
free egg. I read something about this 
development but didn’t save the clip­
ping. — Fran Radcn

Dear Fran: I’ve never heard of a 
cho’.esterol-free egg but, just to 
make sure, I checked with the 
Cooperative Extension at Cornell 
University. They haven't heard of 
one either, though Christina Stark, a 
Cornell nutritionist, says the rumor 
keeps surfacing.

The egg of the Araucana chicken 
has been called cholesterol-free but, 
according to Ms. Stark, It actually 
has slightly more cholesterol than 
the eggs of Leghorn or Plymouth 
Rock chickens.

To clear the record further, f< 
eggs (the kind sold In health ____
stores) have as much cholesterol as 
Infertile eggs. Nor does the color of 
the egg (brown vs. white) or the type 
of feed fed the chicken eliminate 
cholesterol.

Her salary during her first four 
years of teaching was $30 a month

River Elementary. The first year 
there she taught second grade and 
then moved to first grade for four 
mere years.

Tracing her roots deep in Citrus 
county, she graduated front 
Citrus High School In 1939-

"It was the largest cl**1 of 
graduates at that time— # tn

k In IMO. Mrs. Harrison began 
her leaching career at a one-mom 
school house In a small settle­
ment called Oak Grove. *Meh 
was located on the present L R. 
<81, close to the Hernando County 
line.

^>4^

Florida's young at heart can see 
Disney’s new Skyleldoscope, 
celebrate three International 
festivals, and enjoy a host at 
Christmas shows during Walt Disney 
World Young at Heart Days.

From Oct. 1 through Dec. 15, Walt 
Disney World salutes those 55 and 
older with special ticket prices and 
vacation packages which Include 
backstage seminars.

During Young at Heart Days, a 
one-day ticket to the Magic Kingdom 
or Epcot Center Is 115, and a two-day 
ticket — offering admission for one 
day at each of the porks — Is C3.

As part of the continuing 
WorldF est celebration, Epcot Center 
honors China In October, Morocco in 
November, and the United Kingdom 
In December. WorldFest brings even 
more excitement to World Show­
case, with entertainers, specialty 
food items, and merchandise from 
each nation highlighted.

In addition, a new entertainment 
experience, Skyleldoscope, will be 
presented as part of the weekend 
PartyGras entertainment each 
Saturday and Sunday at 3 p.n 
Skyleldoscope takes place II, 
around, and over World Showcase 
Lagoon.

The aero-nautlcal circus ex­
travaganza features aircraft, water­
craft, and daytime fireworks 
together In an unforgettable presen­
tation. There’s even a special ap­
pearance by Journey Into Imagina­
tion's Dreamfinder and Figment 

In the Magic Kingdom, Young at 
Heart participants will be able to en­
joy dally parades down Main Street. 
U.S.A, and the many live shows * 
throughout the theme park.

December In the Vacation 
Kingdom Is highlighted by the most 
festive Christmas celebration of all. 
The traditional Candlelight 
Processional takes place In the 
Magic Kingdom Dec. 7 and 8. Begin­
ning at Thanksgiving, Young at 
Heart participants can enjoy the 
seasonal presentations of the Coun­
try Bear Christmas Jamboree in 
Frontlerland, the Christmas Fellies 
at Fantasy Faire in FaatasyUnd. 
and Mickey's Nrgar Berore——- 
Christmas at Tomorrowland Stage.

There Is also the nightly lighting of 
the 65-foot high Christmas tree in 
Town Square at the Magic Kingdom.

In the United Kingdom at Epcot 
Center, It's a Dickens Christmas all 
December long, with strolling 
carolers, special British entrees and 
festive turo-of-the-century decora­
tions.

Her dedication Is as basic ** .
teaching youngsters the thre Rs. senior

"For awhile, we got away from 
the basics," said Mrs. Harrison, 
who in 1978 was Citrus County’* 
first Teacher of the Year. “Now 
we are coming back to them.

"For example, we got into con­
temporary writing. And it 
became a sort of fad to let cider 
children make (too many) deci­
sions on subjects they wanted to 
study. They naturally chose a 
number of the easy courses.

"I really believe in the three 
R’s— the basic* are necessary 
throughout schooling.”

— . . _r_.. r.-oblem 
children right away until I have a 
good view of the situation. In my 
own classroom I've learned that 
my Job Is to teach that child In 
spite of his problems. Success 
breeds success. I have to 
establish a working relationship 
with any child.

"A youngster’s needs are still 
the same— love and attention. If 
only parents could create stable 
home situations— take time for 
the child— to read and to listen." 

On what the future must bold 
for young students, Mr*. Harrison 
said, "We are going to add on 
computer literacy. But. even at 
that, we must stick with the basic 
three R s."

LIFETIME OF DEDICATION
School bells ring for Mary Harrison

that changes have occurred and 
are noticeable in youngsters of to­
day.

“I could teach those 38 then, but 
not so easily today. The attention 
span of many of them Is much 
shorter. Children are really 
products of our society. They 
don't mold society. There are res- 
tliaa children coming from distur­
bed homes and homes where 
there are severe financial 
problems.”
JJI don’t report pre 

-V..J ... ray until I
situation. In

Plant talk Master 
Jim Lamb will be the 
Wednesday, 
Kiwanis Club 
luncheon — 
Homosassa Springs Attraction. 
Lamb will speak on Gardening and 
the 4-H Ciubs.

Learn to square 
dance The Inverness Square 
Dance Club will be sponsoring 
Square Dance lessens for couples 
beginning Wednesday, Oct. 16 at 
8:15 p.m at the East Citrus Com­
munity Center. S.R. 44, 3.5 miles 
east of Inverness (next to the 
Gospel Island Fire Dept). For more 
information call 344-1551, 344-2303, 
344-0377 or 344-4749.

Time to celebrate me 
Floral City Women’s Club will 
celebrate its Diamond Jubilee Year 
(60 years) with a tea at the Floral 
City Community Building Wednes­
day, Oct. 16. from 2-4 p.m. All 
members and their guests are in­
vited.

Trip to Jal Alai The in.h 
American Social Club of Beverly 
Hills is going to Ocala Jal Alai Wed­
nesday, Oct. 16. A dinner stop is 
planned at Holiday House. For 
details and reservations, call John 
Cronin at 746-6579.

Homemakers 
term picn, are now being made 
to organize a new homemakers club 
in the Inglis,'Yankeetown area. 
There will be a Levy County Exten­
sion Homemakers Membership 
lea, Friday, Oct. IB. 1:30 p.m. at 
he Inghs Town Hall. For more in- 
ormation on Extension 
iomemakers call, Marguerite Lin- 
een, 447-2849 or the Cooperative 
^tension Office 4H&-2337.

lower show Ad. 
enure" is the theme of the stan- 
lard flower show being planned by 
he Garden Club of Crystal River 
Saturday, Oct. 19 in the Crystal 
River Middle School from 2-8 p.m. 
Admission ls free.

Dicken's Day™, 
annual "Dickens Day" Art and 
2raft Show will be Saturday, Oct. 
19, at Nottingham Square south of 
Crystal River on U.S. 19. For more 
□formation please call Debby 
Oilman at 746-4M2 after 4 p.m or 
ludy Corriveau at Towne N Country 
iealty during business hours 795- 
ooo.
ifid© ShOW Inverness La Ser- 
□ma will present its 1st Annual 
Here Comes the Bride Bridal 
how" Saturday, Oct. 19 at 1 p m 
t Andre’s of Citrus Hills A |10 
□nation includes hors d’oeuvres 
icketa are available at: Andre's, 
J s Florist or call Deb or Carla - 

16-6422 or any La Sertoma mem- 
tr Bridal gowns will be provided 
K Kay's Bndal Shop with flowers 
>• B.J.’s Florist.

ducafors lunch n, 
trus County Retired Educator* 
ill have a luncheon and tour the 
/•Tech Center ZAondsy, Oct. 21. 
iWe retired educators wishing to 
mi more about the variety of ser­
ies and information available to 
embers of the organization may 
11 Gayle Balint. president, at 795- 
W.

'eather talk T.n

JU** - ' .. '»

I .> ’

All egg yolks contain cholesterol. 
If you are on a low-cholesterol diet, 
limit the number of eggs you eat or 
use an egg substitute. You also can 

. cut cholesterol Intake by using this 
j trick: When you scramble eggs, mix 
■ one egg with one additional egg 
i white.

Dear Emily: For years I have not 
had time for myself. I had to work 
two jobs and raise six children. I've 
always had a weight problem. Is it 
too late for me? Now I have time but 
I don't know where to start. I don’t 
have money to buy exercise equip­
ment or go to a spa. What, if 
anything, can I do for myself? -

Check out adult education classes 
at local high schools and colleges. 
Often such programs offer aerobics, 
dance exercises, and sllm-and- 
stretch classes at very modest cost.

Sec if your local YWCA has any 
courses In exercise that you can sign 
up for. Membership in the Y Isn’t 
always a must. Some Y’a have a 
course fee plus a modest per-session 
charge for non-members.

Also contact your city's park I 
department to see if there are any 
facilities, such as Indoor swimming 
pools or skating rinks. Swimming 
and skating are good body toners.

You also can begin your own exer­
cise program at home. Your best bet I 
la an exercise cassette. If there’s an 
exercise program on TV, tune in and I 
shape up. |

Your public library Is another I 
source of diet and exercise help I 
Look lor took, on these oubjecti' I 
then uie them to put together your I 
own self-improvement course I

your weekly welgb-ln K1,|o„ I 
.odd u well „ , MU-lmprovematt I 
occasion. ■

Ot courwe. It', a ltle, pilch n I 
hope you 11 purduiu o| I 
product, tlu.1 make you look more I 
gamorou. But you needn't feel I 
obllgKl io buy or 71j, , I 
ahould give you a little know-how m I 
application technique, and color I 
scheming To save money, you can I 
shop for similar shades at the dime I

By NANCY SOUDERS
Correspondent_____________

A precious commodity, a 
lifetime of dedication to teaehlrg. 
[c rwreAnlflAri |M tr___ t-. •

Inverness Primary.
This August marked the «th 

time Mrs. Harrison beard the 
bells chime the start of a do 
school year.

"I taught mostly Hr*< *ratle 
U»en," »he said "One ruon> Was 
used for teaching and * »CVvfid 
room was the lunch n*jin 
Were under a federal com­
modities lunch prugrsm Al*o, If 
children bruught in t;wne'Bro*n 
«®P». they received credit for 
their lunches.”
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THE MAP shows the redistricting plan approved by the county 
school board Tuesday making way for the opening of the new Citrus 
Springs Elementary School.
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Proposed Piromqry 
g©[hi©©D Boundaries

county complained that Connell 
Heights students were remaining in 
their present school while their 
youngsters were being moved.

A similar problem came up for the 
parents of some Homosassa Hills 
students who felt they were being 
moved instead of students in Sugar- . 
mill Woods further south. Both 
groups of students have to travel by 
bus northward to get to school. 
Sugarmill Woods students will 
remain in Lecanto Primary.

Linda Carpenter of Homosassa 
Hills said she was “dead set” again 
the move. “I bought here so my 
children could go to Lecanto.” She 
said she was concerned over the ef­
fect the move would have on her 
child.

School Supt. Carl Austin said the 
redistricting was set up to give 
breathing room at all the county 
elementary schools until the next 
school is built in two years and no 
pain would satisfy everyone.

He added that no bus ride would be 
more than an hour long one-way.

As to why Homosassa Hills was 
picked for the move rather than 
Sugarmill Woods, Austin showed a 
pin map indicating where students i 
lived to show the greater concentra- i 
tion of students in that development I 
than in Sugarmill Woods.

School officials made no changes SI 
in the boundaries but told the parents 
present who had concerns that they 
could apply to Austin for an out-of- 
zone transfer for their children in the 
fall.

©©Sipe'S® pre!®-*',
By ROY MAYS
Associate Editor______________

When elementary school 
youngsters from Homosassa Hills 
board the bus next fall, they will be 
heading for Homosassa Elementary.

But their neighbors to the south, in 
Sugarmill Woods, will be heading to 
Lecanto Primary.

That’s upset some Homosassa 
Hills residents.

There are also some worried 
parents in the northwest section of 
the county who don’t want their kids 
uprooted from Crystal River 
Primary to help fill the classrooms 
of the new Citrus Springs Elemen­
tary.

About half a dozen parents ap­
peared at a public hearing Tuesday 
night on the School Board’s plans to 
redraw the attendance boundaries 
for the elementary schools.

That redistricting passed by a 5-0 
vote.

But approval came only after an 
hour of protests from the parents.

Ed Richards of DeRosa Village 
said his two elementary age 
youngsters would be on the bus for 
two and a half hours if transferred to 
Citrus Springs whereas they now 
ride about half an hour to Crystal 
Rilver Primary. Richards has 
another child who attends Crystal 
River Middle school.
“I strongly protest,” said 

Richards. “If I have to sell my home 
to put my kids in Crystal River, I will 
take action on that.”

Other couples in that section of the

fa
L--RIVER /
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Local/State News

1

i

commission for the sale of some 
lands in the project-

I

ST. MARTI N'S PROJ ECT - The state of Florida 
is considering the pui 
wetlands, islands and v 
Citrus County under the CAI

sjiiiv meeting 
miltvv agu 
Martin's II 
possible CAUL 
acres south of 
River. was not unproved

According to state officials, the 
proposed pure’ 
more compk 
results of t

Project____
Continued from page la 
asked lor and got the Citrus County 
Commission's backing for the pro­
ject, and rallied others in the com­
munity to support the project.

The youthful engineer, an e 
ployee of Ha I ph D Denuzzio 
Associates Inc of Crystal River, I 
20 000 cards printed lor Cry: 
River area residents to ser

tn on. 
y will be 
all again 

of the

irchases
in, many of 

property 
eject are willing to sell 
ir land at 70 percent of 

luatiun. and 
. will mean the pro- 
iter than average 

approval 
e has shown

• expects other 
.*ir lands in fur

.land, if purchased, would be preserved for 
recreational and environmental purposes. The 
screened area shows the property considered part 
of the St. Martin's Project. (Chronicle map).

n”rchase will be studied 
npletely. and with the 
those studies, the CARL 

committee will meet to vote again.
If the project passes muster 

a much more detailed study- 
made. and the committee wil 
be asked to vote on the merits 
project

If Die CARL committee gives the 
project a third thumbs up. then the 
project will be entered on a lung list 
of oilier possible land pur

According to Brolhertor. 
the landowners who own 
within the pro 
tile state their 
tiie land's assessed vah 
tills, he believes, 
ject has a bett 
chance of getting final ap

And now that the state 
an interest, he said he 
landowners to join liiei 
tiie next study.

As to what Brotherton himself or 
others might have to gain, he said 
that the firm for which he works 
could eventually get the jub of sur­
veying the project, and he added that 
a real estate broker also involved in 
the project, Wanda Wells, niav gt t a

rsunal interest in the
s spent over >5 (kX) i 

money pron 
of personal

"There's every thing out there en 
dangered birds, manatees, an 
estuiine system important as 
breeding grounds for the animalsl 
that Iced our commercial and sport 
fishing industries. Indian mounds 
that have never been charted; it's a 
very special place." he said.

Brotherton pointed out that at the 
mg where the CARL com 
.ved to consider the St 
River Project, anolhei 

puichase, some gr.' 
the ChassahuwtUk.1

jrchase of 13,000 acres of 
waterways on the coast of 

>RL program. The

"But." he said, "the real benefac­
tors will be the people of Citrus 
County and of Fl&oidj., bemuse it 
will mean that virtually all of the 
offshore lands from Chassahowitzka 
north would be saved from further 
development The lands south ot 
Chassahowitzka can no longer be 
saved "

And he noted that because of hi' 
personal interest in the project, he 
has spent over $5 (kX) of his own 

muting it without thought 
I gam

rtn- 
.tiO & 

'r. had 
rystal 

.‘nd to 
Tullahassee before the last CARL 
committee vote

Hut Brotherton says tiie struggle 
lias really just begun

While five of the six-member com­
mittee of lire CARL program agreed 
to further the study, other 
bureacratic hoops must be jumped 
through, including more CARL com­
mittee votes

Brotherton said ‘hat the only nay 
vote came from the representative 
of the Florida Department of En­
vironmental Regulation iDER)

He Mid that he hopes that the DER 
can also be convinced by the next 
vote that the project lias merit

The first sue teas of the St Mar­
tin's project,” Brotherton said, "was 
due to the enthusiastic response 
fiom county residents whu wrote to 
the CARL committee when they last 
met"


