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Alachua
Apalachicola
Apopka
Apoxsee
Aripeka 
dithlo 
Caloosahatchee
Chattahoochee
Chillocahatchee
Chipola 
Chittahatchee 
Chokoloskee
8ofi%§ofia??chec
Ccofina
Fenholloway
Halpatiokee
Hialeah
Hicpochee
Hilolo
Holopaw
Homosassa
Hypoluxo 
lamonia 
Immokalee
Istachatta
Istokpoga
Itchepuckesassa
Itchetucknee
Kissimmee
Lacoochee
Loxahatchee
.;attlacha pass
Miami
Micanopy
Micco
Miccosukoe
Myakka, Miakka, Mayaca 
Harcoossee 
riucatee

jU£5people residing on the other side 
potato eating people 
tomorrow 
name of an Indian chief 
canoe 
strong black river 
black rock or carved stones 
horse creek 
feast or dance place 
snake river 
old house

earth or natural bridge 
high footlog 
alligator river 
pretty prairie 
little prairie lake 
long-billed curlew 
place where something is hauled 
place where wild pepper grows .. 
round mound 
mild, peaceable 
tumbling water 
red man 
lake where a person was killed in the water 
tobacco field 
blistered tobacco —
corruption of Tissimmee, and early Indian tribo 
shortened from »iithalacoochee 
turtle river 
warrior's assistant 
very large ox- great water 
head or topmost chief 
chief 
chiefs of the hog clan 
variants of Miami, very large 
little bear 
what is it?

Before the coming of white .-11011, Florida wos a region of scenic 
beauty. Gradually in the past years man with liis technical Icnow- 
ledge and mechanical tools has changed much of the natural land­
scape to one that is artifical. Cities and towns have replaced the 
tropic-like jungle scenes of less than one hundred years ago.

Today there are cities, towns, parks, lakes, and rivers named 
after Indian tribes and chiefs. ihese Indian nah.es are a part of the 
American story—a reminder of a vanished past.

The following is a partial list of names of Seminole-Creek and 
aboriginal Indian words.
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hickory loaf apricot or vino place 
yellow water

Ocheeseo 
Ocoeo 
Ochlockonee 
Ojus 
Okahumpka 
Okaloosa 
Okeechobee 
Okefenokeo swamp 
Oklawaha 
Olustee 
Opa Locka 
Osceola 
Pahokee 
Palatka
Panasoffkee 
Pensacola 
Pithlachascotee 
Sopchoppy 
Seminole 
Steinhatchee 
Suwannee 
Tallahassee 
Tampa 
Thonotosassa 
Tohopekaliga 
Tomoka (Timucua) 
Tsala Apopka 
Umatilla 
Wacasassa 
Wakulla 
Wauchula 
Weekiwachee 
Welka 
Weohyakapka 
Wetumpka 
Wewahitchka 
V/imico Withlacoochee 
Wyomehatchee 
Yahala 
Yeehaw

0

to have, or plentiful 
lonely, or bitter water 
black water 
big water 
shaking water

river where canoes are made 
wild, noil-domesticated, the Seminole Indians 
man's river 
river of reeds 
old town 
near it . 
place of many flints 
fort 
name of early Indian tribe 
place where trout are eaten 
water rippling over sand 
cattle range 
corrupted form of Guacara early Ila. 
sandhill crane 
little spring 
tide or intermittent spring 
walking on water 
sounding or tumbling water 
water view 
chief water 
little groat water 
whiskey creek 
orange 
wolf

bad crossing, or crooked river 
blackish 
big swamp 
famous Indian leader 
grass water 
a crossing or ferry 
deep valley 
hair people
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J. INVERNESS

Map Art by Gary O'Connell

‘Spike’

Inverness school 
landpurchaeod ~

HUNTER The land is favorable for a number
oiaiT writer________________ of reasons, according to Austin. It

The future of the new Inverness has water and sewage available, 
area elementary school got the shot which will also mean savings to the 
in the arm it needed Tuesday when taxpayers, he said. And the location 
the school board voted to purchase 15 serves the purpose of eliminating the 
acres on C.R. 581 for construction of ‘"creased over-crowding in In-

• • verness Primary.
“It is in walking and biking dis­

tance for literally hundreds of stu­
dents in that area,” said Austin.

The state has given temporariy ap-

enrollment increases.
Lecanto High gained 121 students 

this fall for an enrollment of 853. 
Lecanto Middle gained 58 students 
for an enrollment of 721. Lecanto 
Primary gained 75 students for an 
enrollment of 924.

Moderate Increases were posted 
by Inverness Primary, Floral City 
School, Homosassa Elementary and 
Crystal River High.

The following Is a school by school 
list comparing present enrollment to

fS“^L?!TE ’ The Sch001 Board Purchased 15 acres of land from 
the city of Inverness to build a new primary school.

Growth seen in 11 
of 13 Citrus schools
By ROY MAYS
Associate Editor__________ _

I Growth In pupil enrollment in 
Citrus County Is slowing down.

But attendance figures through the 
end of September still show in­
creases In 11 of the county’s 13 
schools.

However, In five of those 11, the in­
crease was less than 20 students.

“This year we realized we were a 
slow growth district,” said business 
services chief Rick Peppe. -- ------ -—-j . .

Attendance figures for the period the number of students the same 
through the end of September show time last year:

That’s 3.98 percent more than at- i--Lake view School 71-54 
tended classes the same period last Floral City School

Homosassa Elementary 401-388

Inverness Middle dropped from 984 v-Crystal River High 96M63 
students last year to the current 969. ^Lecanto Primary 924^9 ; .•

Crystal River Middle dropped ^Lecanto Middle 721-665 
from 843 to 761 students. ^Lecanto High 853-732

The Lecanto complex was the big r Hernando Elementary 640-587 
gainer with all three schools ranking Total enrollment is 9,396 compared 
one, two, three on the list of pupil to 9,038 the same time last year.

New S^te for Primaiy
SchooS in Inverness

the school.
Superintendent Carl Austin told 

board members the location was 
good and the price was right.

“It comes to a point where you’re « -------r___ j
going to have or fish or cut bait,” Proval to the site pending board ap- 
said Austin. “I think we’ve some to Proval. said Austin.
that point.” The new school will be built accor-

The land presently owned by the d‘n8 40 education specifications 
city of Inverness fronts County Road and architectural designs of Her- 
581, a mile south of S.R. 44. The nando and Citrus Springs Elemen- 
price is 311,000 an acre, or $165,000 tar? Schools. “We will only have to 
for the 15 acres. upgrade existing plans,” explained

Under the advice of board attorney Austin, “This expedites the process 
Richard “Spike” Fitzpatrick, the considerably, saving about three 
school board voted to purchase the 15 months.’’
acres with an option to purchase an Ttle goal for completion would be 
additional five acres pending on the fall of 1988 if everything falls into 
costs of construction. place, said Austin. He cited possible

Other considered sites that had sna8s which can’t be anticipated, 
any desirablity were totally out of such as the weather, labor, or even 
the price range, according to Austin, shortage of materials. But he main- 
“Price tags of $1 million were uins he Is optimistic about the new 
floating around, and that was com- school being completed and ready 
pletely out of reason.” for operation in a year.
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Annual Report
Bo'ggest end best year

By Carl Austin 
Superintendent 
Citrus County Schools
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‘Fourteen new classrooms 
were added to Lecanto Primary 
School.

Challenges, hard work and 
dedication marked century

Before there was a Citrus 
County, there was a school 
system.

When the county was formed, 
Aug. 1, 1887, education was an 
on-going affair. Schools were 
being built and tax money, little 
as it was, paid teacher salaries.

At first, it had been a loose­
knit system relying on itinerant 
teachers. They visited the county, 
taught among the widely scattered 
families for several months, then 
went on their way.

The first formal schools, 
widely scattered one room 
wooden buildings, came about at 
least as early as the 1880s.

There was a school at Ozcllo in 
1880 and one at Homosassa two 
years later. Both were built on 
islands in the days before wooden 
bridges linked the communities

to the mainland.
Floral City built its first 

school in 1883 while Stage Pond 
and Mannfield schools were also 
erected during that decade.

Little in the way of written 
records have survived of those 
early days. The first record book 
of meetings of the Citrus County 
School Board appear to have 
vanished into history.

■ They are neither in possession 
of the school system, offices of 
the county government or the 
Citrus County Historical 
Society.

This much is known: Eugene 
A. Harrison was the first school 
superintendent serving during the 
first decade of the new county's 
existence from 1887 until 1897. 
His other claim to fame was
Please see History, page 8

| Citrus County’s Centennial 
I year has been one marked by

challenges, milestones and major 
achievements for your school 

I system.
In many ways, this has been 

our biggest and best year ever. 
This annual report will show you 
why we feel that way.

To give you a preview, it is my 
pleasure to outline highlights in 
the key areas of student 
successes, growth and expansion, 
new and expanded programs and 
special recognition.

In the field of student success, 
we're still number one.

‘Citrus achievement scores 
surpass national averages in all 
subjects from kindergarten 
through senior high.

‘Statewide assessment results 
topped the region and were 
among Florida’s best for the 12th 
straight year.
‘Brain Bowl academic 

competitions rank our students 
among the best.

‘Citrus students won major 
recognition in regional, state and 
international science fairs.

‘Graduating seniors were 
awarded more than $600,000 in 
scholarships and grants.

In growth and expansion there 
were major milestones and 
exciting challenges.

‘The pace of growth was 
among the fastest in the state and 
nation.

‘Enrollment passed 10,000 
students for the first time thus 
ending 100 years as a "small" 
school district.

ever for Citrus schooDs
Meet growth, keep 
standards highest 
in Florida

through age five.
‘The county received 

$220,000 PRIME award 
enhance middle school programs.

‘A dropout prevention 
program was implemented.

‘Community education and 
lifelong learning classes for adult 
were expanded with a wide 
variety of classes and programs 
offered for all ages and interests.

‘Child care programs were 
begun for working parents.
‘The six county 

enforcement training program 
was enhanced with the addition 
of a tactical driving course built 
at Lecanto.

‘A state of the art program for 
professional improvement of 
instructional staff was developed 
and adopted.

' _  1 participation
...... — business community 
were expanded.

Special recognition was given 
in several areas.

‘Lecanto Primary was named a 
national physical education 
demonstration school.

‘The district received the best 
ever ratings in three major 
Florida Department of Education 
audits.

‘Citrus Chamber of Commerce 
recognized top student achievers.

‘The county received state 
approval for a new management 
training program.

‘The county was named as 
having Florida's outstanding 
school volunteer program.

Gains such as these would not 
be possible without the strong 
commitment shown by so many 
people and groups within our 
community.

Dedicated teachers, 
administrators and staff members 
have worked tirelessly towards 
these accomplishments. Much of 
the credit is also due to interested 
parents, wonderful volunteers, 
civic and business leaders and to 
the Citrus County School Board 
for the support which has made 
these accomplishments possible.

Most of all, our students 
deserve praise for their hard work 
and for the inspiration they 
provide.

Let me take this opportunity to 
say thanks to you for helping to 
make the Citrus County school 
system the best in Florida.

‘A major addition was 
underway at Crystal River High 
School.

‘A new county-wide media 
center was set for opening this 
Spring making educational hi- 
tech more accessible to all staff.

‘Pleasant Grove Elementary

open in the fall of this year with 
550 students.

‘AU new construction was 
completed at a cost of $32 per 
square foot compared to a state 
average of $61 per square foot 
for school buildings.

‘In an effort to seek out the 
best teachers for our classrooms, 
the teacher recruitment program 
was upgraded with more than 
400 prospective teachers 
interviewed from throughout the 
U.S.

New and expanded programs 
were offered for toddlers through 
senior citizens.

‘The district received 
$ 200,000 in grants for our 
outstanding services tor children 
with special needs from birth



!-

Citrus County School Supt.

..7

This infor

Race

Wh ite (F
X

Asian Pa,

America!

’’

I 
■■

Subtotal 
Total

7/
• ■ •

‘ -B « *

r

. Black (N 

Hispanic

tr u®UU u
The trick is to keep one step 
ahead and keep building

Keeping pace with a growing 
county is no easy job for a school 
system.

Consider the past year in Citrus 
County.

Recent months have seen the 
opening of a 14 room addition of 
Lecanto Primary, the county's 
largest primary school, at a cost 
of $700,000.

Work is near completion in a
S2.3 million project to remodel 
and enlarge Crystal River High 
School.

The doors will open this month 
on the 12,000 square foot media 
center in Lecanto built at a cost

In fact, this August a state 
Department of Education survey 
team will be in Citrus to plot the 
needs of the school system for 
the coming five years. The last 
time they were here was in 1984 
and the plan they drew up then 
called for five new elementary 
schools.

Kelly won't even hazard a 
guess as to what they will foresee 
in the future this time.

Presently Citrus County 
schools have space for 12,521 
students with an ideal capacity of 
11,728 students. As of Jan. 8,
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1988, enrollment had topped 
10,300.

"Basically most of our school 
buildings are less than 25 years 
old," said Kelly. "What we are 
trying to do is to remain ahead 

—and keep ahead without using 
portables.

"If we can stay on our building 
program we have been on, we 
will stay ahead."
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Recognition of students is a key ingrediant in keep enthausium 
high. Whether it be athletic or academic competition, work in the 

‘ classroom or out, high grades or high motivation, Citrus students 
.. >, 1 ...............tlnhonqrs thaf hpye^een

Volunteers are 
important to 
student welfare
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Carl Austin was named in 1987 --
to receive 'the Department of 
Education's School Volunteer 
Program Outstanding Super-' 
intendent Award. .. 7

This was the second year in a 
row Austin was so honored.

In a letter from State 
Commissioner of Education 
Betty Castor, Austin was cited 
for his "leadership and support 
for citizen participation through 
district-wide school volunteer ■ 
programs."

Austin said school volunteers 
are one reason Citrus schools are 
among the best in the state.

"One of the best' things a 
volunteer can do is work with a 
child on a one-to-one basis,”- 
said Austin. "This provides a 
valuable human resource to aid -- 
the classroom teacher in making 
education a more personal thing 
for the student"

The award was presented last i - 
April during a meeting of the 
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of $500,000. Near Inverness, 
construction is underway on the 
new Pleasant Grove Elementary 
school which is being built at a 
cost of $2.2 million and 
scheduled to open this fall.

Yet despite all this 
construction, no breathing spell 
in the need for new schools is 
foreseen be Milton Kelly, 
director of general services.

$
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The annual science fair competition at local schools bring out the 
best in young scientists who compete for recognition and the chance 

to go on to district, state and national competition. Most Citrus 
County schools hold science fairs each winter to give the students a 

. i chance to improve their project for later events. For several years...
students from Citrus schools have gone on to win honors at state y 

and national science and engineering fair events. I
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j Cause to celebrate

are members of the photo staff 
of The Panther Prowl and cartoon 
club of Lecanto High including 
Paul Cash, Lori Stevens, Matt

40 miles with the fleet logging 
more than 7,000 miles daily.

Bus transportation is furnished 
to students who live more than 
two miles from school, said Ed 
Murphy, administrative assistant 
for the school system. Bus travel 
is also offered students who 
would have to walk to school 
over a hazardous route.

Seven buses in the fleet are 
equipped for use by handicapped 
students and those travel more 
than 100 miles each day.

Buses are maintained by the 
school's own transportation

the stories in this issue and 
student Jimmy Porter who helped 
in the layout of the Annual 
Report.

For additional information or 
more copies of this report contact 
the Citrus County School Board 
office at 1007 West Main Street, 
Inverness, 1-904-726-1931.
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Citrus County's school district 
operates a transportation system 
that rivals those of many large 
cities.

Each morning 175 school 
buses leave compounds in 
Crystal River, Inverness and 
Lecanto to pick up students and 
take them to school.

Because of the county's rural 
nature, some 82 percent of 
school students ride a bus to 
school. The rest walk or are 
driven by parents.

Before the end of the day, each 
bus will have traveled more than

of many people.
The Citrus County School 

District appreciates the work of 
those who had a hand in Lecanto High who wrote many of 
preparing this report.

This document was prepared 
under the direction of Neal 
Weiss, executive director of 
administrative services. Special 
thanks is given to Jack Lester of 
Lecanto Primary and who took 
many of the color photographs 
Thanks also to the students who

a
s-

With more than eight of every 10 Citrus County students riding the bus to school 
each morning it's important not only to have safe equipment but well trained drivers 

behind the wheel. Drivers continually better their skills through driver training 
courses offered in the county and pride themselves on having driven more than a 

million miles last year without a major accident or serious injury.

Annual Report 1987
This annual report is published 

to inform you of the status of 
education in Citrus County as 
required by Florida Statue 
229.575(2). It has been the work Gargano, and Richard Fctron for 

use of some of the black and 
white photos and drawings in this 
report. And to Roy Mays of

A / ■ ' •

pride
By David Langer
Chairman
Citrus County School Board

. Celebrating the centennial of Citrus County and its educational 
system is a cause for nostalgia and pride.

Nostalgia over what has been accomplished and pride at what is 
being done now.

But it is also a time to look forward.
For, in as much as Citrus County education has taken great steps 

I forward in the first hundred years, those are accomplishments that are 
' past Greater challenges lie ahead.

All of those in education take pride in the work of our teachers, 
administrators and students.

In Citrus County we like to pride ourselves on hiring the best 
teachers who turn oul Lhe.bcst studentsimlic-itatc  ̂sLudcnts-who rank, 
among the highest in Florida on any scale from test scores to 
scholarships to the nation’s greatest institutions of higher education 

and military academies. .
But being the best puts a burden on all of us to maintain our high 

i standards and not fall backward.
1 That is the job of your school board: to hire the best, put them in 

the best learning environment and have them work with each student 
as though the whole school system would be judged by that single 
child’s effort.

It is not an easy job nor are the decisions made always the most 
popular ones.

But with the help of each and every resident of Citrus County, 
keeping pace in an age in which technology is changing the very face 
of education and rapid growth is challenging the fiber of our system, 
we can keep our county among the leaders in education now and in 
the future.

The first hundred years has been good to Citrus County and its 
educational system. With hard work we will not let down those who 
have done so much to give us what we have today and those who are 
depending on us for their future.
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Buses move 82 percent of Citrus students 
department at the three bus 
garages.

Drivers are continually 
updating their training through a 
driver education program 
administered through the school 
system.

Route scheduling is done 
through the work of three route 
coordinators and reviewed by 
the transportation supervisor.

In the past year the school 
system transported 8,200 students 
without a serious injury in more 
than a million milccs logged last 
year.
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At the end of this first season a 
team of six members including 
four regular and two substitutes 
were chosen.

Jeanne Hartley, coach of 
Crystal River High's team, will 
be coach of the county team. 
Coaches during the regular 
season were Diane Quinton of 
Citrus High, Mary Nigels and

Brain Bowl tests students' knowledge
With all the excitement of an 

athletic contest, the annual "Brain 
Bowl" as it is called, is set to kick 
off later this month.

This will be the first year 
Citrus County will field a team in 
the statewide event which takes 
place at Disney World in 
Orlando.

Competition among the three _______ =
schools began shortly. , after Joan Lubbe of Lccanjo. , j,. 
school started last fall. ■ '

The image is changing 
as the demands grow

Seeking
New teachers apply, 
but only the best 
are selected for jobs

Finding and hiring the very 
best teachers is the challenge met 
by recruiters from Citrus 
County.

Citrus currently hires more 
than 65 new teachers a year.
Some are new positions, others to 
replace teachers who have retired 
or left the school system.

Recruitment means traveling 
the state looking for the best said 
Bill Robinson, director of 
secondary education for the 
school system.

In addition to recruiting at the 
five major state universities in 
Florida, Citrus participates in an 
annual Teach-In in June where 
job seekers from throughout the 
nation descend on Florida 
looking for jobs.

And Florida school systems are 
looking for teachers. Most of the 
67 school districts are 
represented at the Teach-In 
program and are looking to lure 
the cream of the crop.

"We tell them (prospective 
teachers) what kind of programs 
we have, the best in the State of 
Florida," said Robinson.

We emphasize the good 
characteristics of Citrus County, 
the demographics and resources

wnai s iwi luncn?
Wondering what to put on the 

dinner table?
If providing a varied menu for 

a family causes you headaches, 
imagine if you were told to 
expect 6,780 for the noon meal 
tomorrow.

That's what the food service 
personnel of the Citrus County 
School System have to face. And 
they have to have the food ready 
for the table five days a week.

"The philosophy of the school 
system is dedication by the food 
service workers to make sure 
each child has a nutritious lunch 
and that no child goes hungry," 
said Ron Toft, director of 
business services and food 

t service for Citrus schools.
Some children lose their lunch 

money, others forget to bring it 
and still others may come from 
large families who may not be 
able to afford the full price of a 
lunch.

All are taken care of in this y- 
important task of feeding 
students in Citrus County's 
schools.

U1 _________ "Our people take a great deal
certificates to complete programs of pride in providing high quality 
in retail marketing and culinary ' '
arts.

Business and community 
learders are also interested in the 
vo-tech center because they look 
to it to fill some skilled 

-- positions in the community.

ESXX 
to programs designed around the 

’ 1 interests of senior
citizens. _

The Vocational Fest was a 
marketing program for the classes 
and gave the thousands ot 
interested people who attended an 
idea of what is offered that 

actively letting the community appeals to them.
know of the programs it's Presently the cente’ ser 
offering students from young more than 7,000 residents 
adult through senior citizen.

Under the direction of Steve 
Kinard, the school participated in 
a unique Vocational Fest which 
showed off the latest in tips from 
computer to home vegetable 
gardening planning offered both 
at the center and through 
vocational programs at the 
various public school centers.

Opportunities in vocational 
training are many and varied in

Years ago some people 
mistakenly believed that a 
vocational center was just for . 
people who dropped out of high special 
school.

Today, centers such as 
Withlacoochee Vo-Tech are busy 
carving an idenities of their own.

Withlacoochee Vo-Tech Center 
is developing its'identity by

Presently the center serves 
more than 7,000 residents 
annually from those high school 

student earning a high school 
diploma and vocational

and attractive food to attract and 
please students they are serving." 

In elementary schools, students 
are served a structured lunch with 
all the components of a Class A 
lunch including protein, fruit, 
vegetable, bread and milk..

At the middle schools students 
are offered a choice of at least 
two entrees.

High school students move 
through a cafeteria line with three ■ 
or more entrees including 
hamburger and French fries 
offered daily. Pizza has proved 
one of the school students' 
favorites.

Menus are set up by a 
committee, said Shirley Poe, food 
service specialist for the schools.

While menus are designed with 
the economy of bulk purchases in 
mind, cafeteria manatiers at each 
school are allowed the freedom 
of shaping the menu at each 
school.
Food service is a big business 
employing 114 people, a ratio o 
one worker to 59 students, sai 
Mrs. Poe. And the food senice 
workers are becoming a high, 
trained group of skilie 
employees. All are members o 
the American Food Sen1 
Association which means tM 
take training in various aspects, 
food handling and preparauon.

Last year local food sen'W 
personnel were honored for 
percent membership 111 
national organization and to c 
largest increase in the num - 
certifications awarded 
individual cafeteria employ ■ 

So next time you wonder 
your family, with their 
tastes in food, may ing dinner, keep in mind plan" J 
meals for a family

for them other than the 
educational system. As for the 
educational system, we tell 
teachers the educational 
experience here is one of quality 
education with enthusiasm for 
teaching by the teachers; ■ 
principals and administrators.”

Robinson said local recruiters 
"emphasize a team effort. No one 
is put out in the pasture alone and 
we have succeeded that way."

There is a critical need 
statewide in the areas of math, 
science, special education and 
media services along with 
guidance counselors, said 
Robinson..

"So we go out and find them "
The Teach In is like a great 

"home show" with each county 
having a booth displaying the 
good things that are likely to 
attract teachers.

"It's great for recruitment but 
also puts into competition with 
other counties including the 
large ones who can hire on the 
spot"

What makes Citrus stand out is 
the one to one approach, said 
Robinson. "They don't become a 
number but are treated as 
individuals."



Still a student
Teachers return to class

photo by Jack Lester

elementary You never outgrow need to write

But sometime, someplace,

be addressed.

teachers along and hopefully

Blue flag flies proudly over 
Lecanto Primary School

Haragoenes recognized "the 
strong leadership of Principal 
Steve Guyler" as well as the 
physical education teachers and 
classroom teachers who work 
with them.

For the next three years the 
DOE will actively support the 
Lecanto program and publicize it 
throughout the nation.

Not only do the students learn 
to write better but the 
■ssignments help them learn to 
organize their thoughts and work 
and become critical thinkers able 
to find information from various 
sources and apply it to their 
assignment.

"The program started because 
college professors were 
complaining that students could 
not write," said Ron Kirves, 
coordinator of language arts and 
social studies for the county.

Since the program has been in

effect, professors are saying they 
have seen the progress. "It seems 
to have made a difference," said 
Kirves.

Teachers attend workshops 
each year to leam more about the 
type of assignments can best fit

Writing isn't the only thing the 
students will do in their English 
program.

They still leam grammar and 
literature.

"Writing proves they know 
grammar and how to use it and 
the assignments strengthen that 
knowledge," said Kirves.

but are willing to open their 
doors to let others from 
throughout the state and nation 
who come to see what they are 
doing and can take ideas back to 
their schools."

Department of Education.
The program which won 

recognition for the school 
involves physical education, Each 
of the almost 1,000 students 
receives physical education daily 
though with only three physical 
education teachers, it is 
understaffed to fulfill that goal.

Haragoenes said that the 
cooperation of classroom teachers 
in helping out in giving physical 
education for students is what 
makes Lecanto Primary unique.

"When a school is bestowed 
this great honor it means they 
not only have met certain criteria

excellcrating rate," said Headlee.
Computers are becoming 

standard in the classroom This 
year Citrus County purchased 104

to sharpen their skills
Students may think teachers 

are lucky.
They don't have to go to school 

any more. Homework is behind 
them. So, too, is worry about 
grades.

In truth, many of Citrus 
County's teachers are students as 
well. Many go on

• j u degrees or nigU*
"The philosophy behind the county. Presently 25 percent of 

the quality of teaching that goes 
on in the classroom can only 
improve as the quality of the 
teacher improves," said John 
Headlee, < 
development and media services. • 

s>
Some of this teaching of 

teachers concerns changes in the 
curriculum. Other programs have 
to do with the advancing 
technology used in Citrus 
classrooms.

"You can buy equipment for a 
teacher but unless they know how 
to use the equipment, it is of little 
use," said Headlee.

That's where the inservice 
program of the county comes in.

Teachers can be brought up to 
date on skills they will need in the 
classroom, how to use new 
equipment and pass on those skills 
learned to their students.

"You can put a teacher in the 
nicest room in the building with 
the best equipment and employ 
the best teacher," said Hcadlee.

"But if they don't know how to use 
it, it's of no use."

Teachers are constantly 
upgrading their knowledge in then- 
field of study as well through 
courses taught in the county 
through the University of South 
Florida and University of Florida. 
M«..y go on to earn masters 
degrees or higher without leavtng.

StaffDevelopmentProgramrsthat Qitrus County teachers have 
v. masters degrees and that has

increased steadily in the past five 
effect, professors are saying they 

r . have seen the progress. "It seems
director of staff to have made a difference," said

Kirves.
Teachers attend workshops 

each year to leam more about the 
type of assignments can best fit 
their students'needs.

Writing isn't the only thing the 
students will do in their English 
^They'still leam grammar and 
literature.

"Writing proves they know 
grammar and how to use it and 
the assignments strengthen that 
knowledge," said Kirves.

Committee program starlcd-
"There are lots of new things 

being thrown

There's a large blue flag flying 
on the pole outside Lecanto 
primary this Haragoenesycar and 
it and it will be there for the next 
three.

The school was named a 
demonstration school for its 
outstanding physical education 
program.

Lecanto Primary is only of 
only nine demonstration schools 
in Florida and among 80 
nationwide.

"I want to commend Lecanto 
primary for developing this kind 
of program," said Manny 
Haragoenes of the Florida

new Apple computers for 
elementary classrooms alone. 
"That means 100 < * 
teachers will need that training,' —
said Headlee.

New programs such as dropout After a student graduates from 
prevention, sex abuse, drug high school he may never use 
awareness, suicide and AIDS our algebra again, nor read a play by 
areas teachers need to know about Shakespeare or mix chemicals 
so they can deal with the issues in together to get a chain reaction, 
the classroom. But sometime, someplace,

"Keeping up with society in everyone will write.
general is a big job,” said Headlee. it may be as simple as 

Teachers no longer just teach, composing a letter to a friend or
there are other areas that have to ac important as writing a resume 
be addressed. or letter of application to a

"Technology is just sweeping prospective employer.
_ chers along and hopefully it To that end, Citrus high 
won't sweep by them," said schools are involved in the 
Headlee. "We were discussing Writing Enhancement Program 
today the changes brought about for English students in grades 
by VCR's and video tapes for 1042.
example. Film use is dropping off The program was first adopted 
and in the last year our schools fa the state in 1982 but was not 
bought no 16 millimeter film implemented in Citrus until the 
projectors but 16 VCRs. 1984-85 school year.

Keeping teachers trained is a Today it is taught at all three 
major expense and consumes a highschools. ______ o_____
great amount of time. Some The goal is to teach students to ■ faeir students'needs.
20,000 to 30,000 man hours write and convey their thoughts 
yearly goes into inservice in an understandable manner

““'"‘“'’'’’.rT Teacher Education programs alone. through their writing
years since me „iea, „As ([1C COunty grows, we will Each student completes at least

7"lots of new things see an increase in the number of one writing assignment weekly.
e teachers and at an inservice programs," said Headlee, The classes are. kept small, no
a ---- •• "and it will grow with the growth more than 28 students each

of the school system and the period, and teachers are given an 
increase in the needs of the extra planning period since 
teachers." grading compositions takes time.

great amount of time. Some

into inservice
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At Lecanto there was a new 14 
classroom addition to Lecanto
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Purchased services were 
another $2.3 million while $1.7 
million was spent on materials 
and supplies.

And let's not overlook what 
was spent to keep up with 
growth.

Last year Citrus County did not 
open a new school. Yet it spent 
more than $2.3 million on 
construction and capital outlay. 
Local taxes of .6283 mills 
provided $1,508,708 for this 
■purpose. The remainder was

Finance Program and another 
$4,185,670 for special programs 
including transportation, the 
PREP program in kindergarten 
through third grades, the 
enhanced reading program in 
high school and other special 
state programs.

Local property taxes brought in 
$14,670,759 generated by a 
millage levy of 6.116 mills for 
operating purposes. Of that, the 
state required the county to tax 
5.297 mills while .819 mills was 
levied at the discretion of the 
Citrus County $chool Board.

The federal government 
provided $78,683 for ROTC 
programs in the county's three 
high schools.

Where were these dollars 
spent?

Salaries and benefits for 
school, personnel made up the 
biggest expense of running the 
school system and cost almost 
$26-million.

i * -*
School spirit shows in Citrus schools. Students rank at the top in 
the state in scores on achievement tests given in every grade level 

and for every subject from math to communications.
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During the 1986-87 school 
year, the Citrus County School 
Board spent $31,266,689 of 
general operating funds.

The state provided 
$13,368,265 of last year's funds 
through the Florida Education
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Citrus students also did well in 
the Statewide Student 
Assessment Test, SSAT II, once 
known as the functional literacy 
test.

This test is given in the 10th 
grade and students must pass it 
before they can graduate from 
high school.

Last spring 95 percent of 
Citrus County 10th graders 
talking the SSAT II passed the 
math section while 91 percent 
passed communications skills.

Their math scores placed Citrus 
second among the state's 67 
counties while in 
Communications, scores here 
placed the county in the state's 
top 10 district

Statewide the percent of 
passing was 81 percent for math 
while 86 percent passed 
communications.

There was little change in this 
year's scores from last year.

"The consistency is what we 
see as being important," said 
Austin. "It points out the high 
level of performance being 
achieved by our students year 
after year."

provided through 
appropriations.

There were improvements at 
Inverness Primary and the 
completion of Citrus High in 
those expenditures. Construction 
started on the addition and 
remodeling of Ciystal River High 
and new dorms were added to the 
Marine Science Center on the 
Gulf coast.

Primary School and ground was 
broken for a new media center 
and bus garage both of which are 
now open.

Speaking of buses, the county 
spent more than a quarter million 
dollars on new school buses last 
year.

There was additional food 
service equipment purchased at 
several schools and renovation of 
science rooms at all three high 
schools. The joint use facility 
with Central Florida Community 
College and additional work and 
final bills were paid on the new 
Citrus Springs Elementary.

Additional services were 
provided to students through 
special federal projects such as 
JTPA, Chapter I, Chapter II, 
Vocational Education, Adult and 
Exceptional Student grants. 
Some $1,684,337 were received 
and spent in these programs.

And the Food Service program 
collected and spent more than 
$2-million to provide an average 
6,751 meals per day to Citrus 
County students at 16 sites.

So you think it cost a lot to get 
your student ready for that first 
day of school?

foolin8 the bills

Id

How much does it cost to educate a child?
How much does it cost to send 

a child to school for a year?
Ask any parent
They’ll tell you it can take a big

bite our of the household budget.
There are clothes, shoes, paper, 

pencils, pens and notebooks—just 
to name few major expenses 
directly related to getting your 
student off to class.

But it’s small change when you 
compare one family's school bills 
against the cost of sending 
10,000 students to the classroom.

That's what Citrus County docs 
every day, 180 days school days 
out of the year.

For the school system, the cost 
is measured in teacher salaries 
and electric bills, textbooks and 
computers, athletic equipment, 
paper napkins, desks and a 
thousand and one other items 
which go into keeping a modem 
school running.

In Citrus County, the cost of 
educating one child for one 
school year averaged $3,190.82 
last year, according to Pat Marsh, 
finance director for the school

- system.
Multiply that by 9,799. That 

was the average number of 
students in school last year. You 
sec that education isn't cheap.
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Test results are 
source of pride

If you have a student in Citrus 
County schools, you have reason 
to be proud.

Students in kindergarten 
through eighth grades and 11th 
graders took the California Test 
of Basic Skills (CTB$) in April 
and their scores were above the 
national average in ever area 
tested and at every grade level, 
according to School Supt. Carl 
Austin.

This is the twelth consecutive 
year in which Citrus students 
have scored among the highest in 
Florida.

The test covers math, reading, 
language, science and social 
studies.

It is designed to show how 
well students have mastered a 
subject and evaluate how well a 
student is doing in school.

The results placed Citrus 
students from several months to 
almost two years ahead of their 
grade level.

$chool officials judge the test 
scores as showing how well 
students are learning here 
compared to youngsters 
nationwide.
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Recogmtion cs the hey
To getting students interested and involved in math andscience
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For the past three years the 
Citrus School District has held a 

entered in the regional science fair Math Field Day each April, 
is held at about 150, both the .
number of projects displayed in 7
the individual schools and the type kindergarten'through

34 male <
38

who volunteered a Saturday to 
_ work _wilh..thcLL_sui dents—-The 

competiuon brought out more than 
200 volunteer parents and that 
afternoon there were more people 
arriving for ■ the awards 

, presentation than could fit in the 
1 1,200 seat Curtis Petersen 

Auditorium at Lecanto.

5 been benefits in

Awards are more than just achievement 
to Citrus County students. They are an 

expression of accomplishment of a goal- 
to be the best in the state at whatever 

they do be it test scores or art 
competitions, science fair projects or 

college-scholarships.

122 75
male female

197

"There’s a transition toward 
more hands on work in science," 
said Bobbie Dilocker, coordinator

This competition brings 
together students in all grades, 
kindergarten through seniors in 

and caliber of project is high school.
increasing. Students work in teams of four

"We're seeing science projects, and do problem soiving. The
.... »<„ r,.. teams are made up from

individual classes and each 
teacher can send one team.

not models," said Mrs. Dilocker.
This past year 20 students from 

Citrus attended the state science 
fair and two student scientists 

( were invited to participate in the 
international science fair.

One Citrus student, Shannon

7^7

7Math?
"Ugh.”
Science?
"Give me a break."
There was a time when just the 

mention of math and science 
courses brought groans to 
students in any grade.

But a combination of 
incentives, innovative programs 
and recognition for outstanding 
math and science students has 
brought a new popularity to these 
foundations of today's school 
curriculum.

Last year 875 students

The number of students in grades 'Xiect on^roundwater subject (a’fiebra, geometry,
six through 12 taking part in f .h , Pr0Ject on grou d a trigonometry) rather than grade
school Science Fairs has increased 311 on‘ . . level. .-1 “ .' i " .’. T
every year for the past seven. There are other benefits of this

involvement-oriented approach on Day, more s-tu(jents
science, said Mrs. Ddocker... partwith hejp.of. ^5 teachersStudents learn how to present their 5 . ■ . - . ...

; for math and science programs in projects to the judges, how to
L. Citrus County^------------ —>—r—explain their work orally aridTn"
f Science fairs are attracting written form, to organize their
1 more students and younger ones. research in timely and

Because of the hands-on understandable fashion, 
approach to science among even ■
the youngest students, where they ' “Science is more than working 
actually do experiments rather . in the laboratory," said Mrs.
than just read about them, many Dilocker. . . ■■ ■■■■.

There have been benefits in "These math competitions 
other subject areas as well, said work their, way back to the
- - — • ~ - classroom as well where teachers

have the students work in groups
•.. .......-I.---. wilh

other students in preparation for

Older students, beginning in 
hit dIAUI g.aLIA, yaa ya —---- . .

their winning science projects to shown that students who start 
the regional and state science .experience tend to score higher on

"The idea of doing in . the later reading and math scores.
lower grades is to teach the
scientific method along with "It comes from predicting, 
process skills, getting kids observing and making

[involved in learning rather than conclusions," said Mrs. Dilocker,
(just confine them to doing paper ; "It teaches many of the process 
■and pencil problems." skills. Students get more from the

Through observation and observation process than just
experimentation, students develop scientific knowledge. The same
ia real interest in science, said Mrs. goes wilh math.
This information published as required undeT

-j7 --W '
V 7 , / ■ W :
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The teams compete against 
other schools in the county.

„ . , At the -high school level,
Purcell, came away from the blem solving is done by

, intemauonal event with an award K ...... 0 
for her project on groundwater
andradon. Jevel. 77„ 77 \

In the most recent Math Field

of Citrus County elementary
schools are holding science fairs.

Older students, beginning in -------- .
the sixth grade, are eligible to take Mrs. Dilocker. Research has

early with hands-on science to practice critical thinking

the event," said Mrs. Dilocker.
One of the things the school 

district is trying to accomplish 
through the Science Fair and Math 
Field Day is to give students the 
chance to be recognized, to make 
learning a good thing and give 
them a chance to stand out just as 
their fellow students who take 
part in athletics. .

Florida Statute 229.575 2(e)3(e).
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the face of students in Citrus County's public schools. For the 10,000 

them, their parents and’ the school system fromteacher to cafeteria

At the beginning of the year 
1902. records show enrollment in 
Citrus County schools at 119. 
Getting students to attend school 
was another matter. Average daily 
attendance was only 63.

C-
Y'

practice that would have far 
reaching impact in the years 
ahead.

As the decade of the 20s closed, 
banks were beginning to close in 
Citrus County.

The School Board found it 
could expect to collect no more 
than 60 percent of the taxes owed 
for 1928.

So they started selling bonds 
owned by the School Board for a 
fraction of their value.

In March of 1933, the School 
Board feared because revenue was 
now up to expectations it would 
"not get sufficient money to 
operate schools for eight months 
and will not be able to borrow 
money to open schools for the 
next term."

ownership of The Citrus County 
Star newspaper.

Teachers, depending on 
type of certificate they held, were 
paid $24, $30 or $35 a month.

The first board meetings were

Schools closed in March 
despite a petition from the PTA 
to keep them open.

The Depression in Citrus 
County lasted well into the 
1940s.

I

Rich history woven in Citrus 
schools' first century

the first time.
By the late 1960s the now 

historic climb in growth had 
begun.

Today the Citrus County 
School System operates operates 
a program for pre-kindergarten 
children through senior citizens.

'4 I —,

end of any road for a handful of
students but far into the new the Boom. A new city was 
century were controlled largely by planned in Homosassa and in 
their own elected trustees who " 
reported to the School Board.

Through the Roaring 20s times 
were good. The School Board 

the divided the school year into two 
semesters of 16 weeks each. 
Exams were set at the end of each 
semester and students had to 

conducted at the county scat of average 75 percent in each subject 
to pass. Students who earned an 
average of 90 percent or higher 
were exempt from the exam.

Teacher salaries had also risen. 
Those with four years of college 
were paid $95 a month. At the 
low end of the pay scale were 
teachers with only a grammar 

education monies allotcd among school education. They were paid 
$60 a month.

At the middle of the 1920s the 
School Board considered whether 
to hire an attendance officer.

It was " too expensive to hire 
an attendance officer for the small 
number of pupils who attend 
school

SI I

Loans were needed to pay 
teachers on a month by month 
basis. More banks failed and 
School Board money was tied up.

At one meeting the board 
concluded "There is not sufficient
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things Wi"ni?g in *rt’ sP°rls’. science, math all add up to the smile of pride on 
the face of students m Citrus County’s public schools. For the 10.000 

... uou stu<,e"ta‘‘end‘ng school daily, education is something taken seriously bv 
At that lime the School Board them, their parents and the schnni cvciam ?

agreed to pay the cost of worker, bus driver to schooTsuperinTe’nTent

Even private individuals, 
including Ruby Montague, wife 
of the school superintendent, 
were loaning the school system 
money to pay its’ teachers.

And by 1929, when the Great 
Depression officially hit the 
nation, there were some $57,000 
in uncollected Citrus County 
school taxes on the books.

The School Board was 
borrowing money monthly to 
meet the payroll.

Not until 1943 did 
begin to look up.

funds in the general school fund 
to pay the high school teachers 
for one month." So teachers got 
50 percent of their pay.

Not only were the banks 
failing but property owners could 
not pay their taxes which 
supported the schools.

photo by Neal Weiss
It's budget is more than $50 

million annually and in 1987, for 
the first time, enrollment passed 
the 10,000 mark.

A hundred years ago the school 
budget was just over $6,000- less 
than the cost of a single day's 
lunch in Citrus County schools.

In place of one room school 
s are 

modem facilities ihar~are the 
workplace for some 650 teachers- 
roughly equal to the entire 
student population of 1891.

In its centennial year, the 
Citrus County School System 
looked back on accomplishments 
and forward to future challenges.

the three newly created counties.
Shortly after the beginning of 

the new decade, at the board 
meeting of Sept. 30, 1891, an 
annual budget of $6,254.20 was 
adopted.

At the turn of the century, with number of pupils
C.S. Young earning $600 a year school so irregularly" the 
as superintendent, teacher salaries minutes reflect. The first truant 
were still low. The total in the 
budget to pay teachers was just 
$840.

Schools in those days were a 
community affair not only in that

graduation diplomas for students.
Prior to that, graduates paid part 
of the expense themselves.

And for teachers, there was a
$10 a month pay hike. Teachers 
now made between $120 and 
$160 a month.

By the 1950s, good times had 
returned and in 1961 the school 
budget would top $l-million for_  houses, today's schools

1 thr* firct timp ~ ~ ~ ___ „ -t_____________ -_ __

October 1928 the School Board 
voted $36,000 to build a new

There were special taxing districts school in Homosassa.
for each school and elections They paid for it by selling 
called for individual districts to bonds. That was not a new thing 
elect new trustees or set property for Citrus County schools but a 
tax levies.

Cost of new schools was 
nominal. In September of 1900 
the School Board reported the 
school at Citronelle was 
completed at a cost of $525. I ' 1' V

MRT

Mannficld.
In the first year, at their 

meeting of Aug. 8, the board 
established permanent schools, 
33 of them.

Once the county was 
established, the school board was 
allowed $2,114.84 of the

officer would not be hired until 
1951.

It would soon be too expensive 
to do alot of things.

But no one paid much attention 
they could be created down the to economic signs back then. •

_<•--------j >■- ■ ■- ■ - Florida was in the middle of
the Boom. A new city
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THE POLL TAX RECORD 1889 - 1901 PRECEINT #4
IF YOU WANTED TO

AGEDATE OF REG.NAME

1 9051 902

p364-01-1904

J. J. 
W.H. 
J.E. 
J.N. 
A.F.

J.D.
J.W.
E.H.
J.F.

J. J. 
W.W. 
W.H. 
J.E. 
J.N.

NOT EVERYONE HAD TO VOTE IN THE EARLY YEAR.
VOTE YOU HAD TO PAY $1.00 TO DO SO.

8-11-1894 
8-06-1894 
8-15-1898 
8-04-1898 
8-11-1900
8- 11-1894
9- 20-1888
8- 11-1900
9- 11-1896 
8-06-1900 
8-08-1901 
8-18-1898 
8-11-1894 
8-06-1894
10- 08-1896 
8-11-1894 
8-05-1894 
8-11-1894 
8-06-1894 
8-06-1894 
8-31-1896 
8-15-1898 
8-09-1900 
8-09-1894 
8-31-1895

4-19-1904
4-11-1904
4-30-1906
8-11-1900

41
51
25
27
22
54
34
61
21
2 5
21
31
33
51
22
69
55
45
53
21
21
60
22
22
23

50
22
40
27

I1 !1 ! !: i 1 i i
i i !
h J fi n i

i

BROWN 
BROWN 
BROWN 
BROWN 
ACKUBAUER 

DEIBERT 
J.T.DeBUSK 
J.W. DeBUSK 
R.G. GRICER 
J.F. HEAD 
LEWIS HEAD
A. JACKSON HEAD 
J.B. JONES
B. MOODY 
W.T. MASTERS 
W.H. PRATT
H. WADDINGTON 
J. WADDINGTON 
J.W. WINMILL 
F.H. WHEELER

r r r 

I 
[ 
[I !> 
[ f 
[

I
S r !I 
[ ! r 
I ( 
[ r
r 
r r r rI 
E r 
I
j r

Ik
101I II1

BROWN 
BRIGGS 
BROWN 
BROWN 
BROWN

H. ARKUBAUER 
E.C. DEIBERT 
B.F. EARLY 
A.JACK HEAD
A. JOHN HEAD
B. L. HEAD 
JAMES B. JONES
B. MOODY
W.H. PRATT 
W.L. PRATT 
W. SHARP 
A. TRACHEL 
E.F. WHEELER 
H. WADDINGTON
JOE WADDINGTON 

WHEELER 
WINMILL 
WHEELER 
HEAD

E.F.B.WHEELER

JJ
I

jiwt wcw w *

1

8 
01 
!

I
[
B

0
I
I

I



rl

1914OZELLA POLL TAX 1910
AGEDATE OF REG NAME

1917OZELLA POLL TAX FOR 1914

M.E.
J.E.
M.S.
W.C.

M.C. WELLS
J.E. WELLS

IIi

9- 11-14 
8-15-98 
8-04-98 
8-11-19
10- 9-14 
4-19-04 
4-19-04 
12-5-04
8- 11-1900
9- 16-14 
4-01-04 
8-11-14 
8-28-06 
8-11-1900

4-28-1906
8-11-1900

41
27
22
35
50
22
1 7
22
21
52
32
33
21
50
35
24

41
25
27
22
35
41
22
1 7
22
21
36
33
21
50

21
50

MAIL CARRIER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMERK 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
CONTRACTOR 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER

FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FARMER
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN

9- 11-14
8-18-88
10- 11-1900
10-9-14
4-19-04
4-19-04
12-5-11
8- 11-1900
9- 16-14
10- 9-16
2-18-14
9- 11-14
8-28-14-
8-11-1900
10- 7-16
11- 11-16

J.T.
J.W.
C.P.
B.L.
J.E.
JAS.
T.L.

J.J. BROWN
W.H. BROWN
J.E. BROWN
J.N. BROWN
R.J. BAKER
J.T. DeBUSK
J.W. DeBUSK
C.P. DeBUSK
B.L. HEAD
J.E. HEAD
W.T. MASTER
BRYANT MOODY
M.C. WELLS
J.E. WELLS

g
L
?I I'

J. J.BROWN 
J.E.BROWN 
J.N.BROWN 
R.J.BAKER

DeBUSK 
DeBUSK 
DeBUSK 
HEAD 
HEAD 
H. HEAD 
HEAD

BRYANT MOODY 
WELLS 
WELLS 
WELLS 
WELLS



I
1921OZELLA POLL TAX FOR 1918

OCCPAGENAMEDATE

I

OZELLO POLL TAX FOR 1922 - 1925

0

J.M.
J.F.
G. F.
W.S.
M.C.
H. J.

J.F.
J.M.
H. J. 
W.S.

2-12-14 
9-11-20
2- 19-14
3- 09-16 
3-27-18 
9-17-20 
9-17-20
2- 14-20
3- 26-20 
3-26-20 
3-26-20 
3-26-20 
3-26-20 
3-26-20 
3-25-20 
•3-25-14

67
58
36
35
32
23
40
61
33
53
32
57
21
40
57
35

64
36
32
23
42
32
26
41
33
32
53
57
42
21
49
35
42
57

MAIL CARRIER 
HOUSE WIFE 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
HOUSE WIFE 
TEACHER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN

MAIL CARRIER 
FISH DEALER 
FISHERMAN 
HOUSE WIFE 
SCH TEACHER 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
SCH TEACHER 
FISHERMAN 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FARMER 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
CANE LABOR 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN 
FISHERMAN

2-12-14
2-12-14
2-27-18
2-18-20
4-03-24
2-12-14
2- 12-14
3- 09-23
2-14-14
2-04-1 4'
2-08-14 '
2- 14-14
3- 26-20
3-26-20
9-22-26
3-25-14
9-22-24
3-03-14

H

ij

-

0

J.J. BROWN
J.N. BROWN 
W.E. COLEMAN 
MAUDE COLEMAN 
ROSE CAMPBELL 
J.W. DeBUSK 
C.P. DeBUSK 
MRS. T.J.GAY
B.L. HEAD
T.L. HEAD
J.H. HEAD
B. MOODY

STEPHENS 
STEPHENS 
STANALAND 
WELLS 
WELLS 
WILLARD

J.J. BROWN 
CALLIE BROWN 
J.N. BROWN 
R.J. BAKER 
W.C. COLEMAN 
MAUDE COLEMAN 
ROSA CAMPBELL 
J.T. DeBUSK 
B.L. HEAD 
J.H. HEAD 
T.L. HEAD 
B. MOODY

STEPHENS 
STEPHENS 
WILLARD 
WELLS

-

i ■
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i
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PIONEER DAYS
To continue .Mrs. Cattie 

Martin's story:
I went back to Ozelloin 

September 1935 to teach a 
winter term. This time I 
rented a house across the 
river from the school and 
moved there with three of 
my children. They were 
seven, nine, and eleven 1 
years old. We bought a 
small, second hand boat 
which I had to row • to 
school until my two boys 
learned how to row;

School opened on Labor 
Day, 1935, the day the big 
hurricane struck the 
Florida Keys and killed 
four hundred people. Half 
of those killed were serv­
ice men stationed at the 
Naval Base in Key West. 
High tides, high winds 
and rain reached Ozello 
that night. Tuesday, 
everyone stayed inside 
their homes and waited 
for the stormtopassjthat | 
is, everyone except the 
fishermen. They had to 
keep, constant vigil over 
their boats to see that they 
were secure. There were 
no radios or telephones to 
contact the outside world. 
Trees were down across 
the only road leading into 
Ozello. Tide water also 
made the road impassable 
for cars. Our nearest 
neighbor, Riley D. Head, 
came to see about us 
Tuesday morning and 
assured us that we were 
in no immediate danger.

(continued)
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I went bank to C-zello in Dc-ptc-mbcr to teach u winter term. This ti..x I 
rwnLed a house across the river from the school and Moved there, with three of my 
children. They wore seven, nine and cloven years old. ■7a bought a small, second 
hanu boat which 1 had to row -co school until uiy two boys learned how to row.

School opened on Labor Day, ly>5, the day the big hurricane struck the- 
Florida Keys and killed four hundred people. Hall oi' those killed were service 
men stationed at the Koval base in Key West. Ki;-;li tides, high winds and rain 
reached Oaeiio that night. Tuesday, everyone- stayou inside their homes aim waiten 
for the storm to pass; that is, everyone except the fishermen. They had to .:»op 
constant vigil over their boats to sue that they were secure. There were no radii 
or telephones to contact the outside world. Trees were down across the only road 
leading into Ozello. Tide water also made t.’c rood impassable for oars, 
eat neighbor, Kiley D. Head, case- to see about us Tuesday morning and assured us 
that we were in no i,..-:r.e diate danger.

On bodiiesday morning, he told us it was safe for us to go to school alti.ou.ji 
the tide was still high. He towed our boat to school that morning, but the next 
day we rowed across the river. If you don't know much about rowing a boat and ha.\ 
to cope with a strong tide, yo.ur'e in for a trying time. I thought we'd never mas 
it. The school island was covered with tidewater. We tied our boat to the front 
stops and climbed out on the second or third step. A few of the children stayed c 
home but most of them came. I don't know how much book learning I imparted to the 
the rest of that week but we kept school. It was fun to everyone except- :iiy child­
ren and me, I didn't dare admit that I was uneasy for I would have lost my pre-stj

The only sanitary facilities were the outdoor privies some distance from th< 
schoolhouse. for two days they could only be reached by boat or wading. I'll Ic-av 
t;■■".rest to your imagination.

Although we had some trying experiences, I enjoyed the work in Ozollo. -,7c- 
were not bothered with traffic on streets or Highways. It was interesting to 
watch the- fishing- boats go up and down the river. The school children know the 
sound of every boat motor and could tell which fisherman was coming long before 
the boat came into sight.

Ono day two fisherman put down their nets across from the school. The child­
ren and I went outside and watched them make a catch of approximately a thousand 
mullet.

During those- years there I learned much about their way of life. Despite 
the lack of modern daj conveniences, theirs was a happy life.-Today, thanks to 
rural electrification, everyone has electric lights and many items of electric 
appliances are available.

JU21« U



s

1 04.0___________

■ i

1

f• -i
I

■

1 
I 
1 !
1

•.■ ■ i

I

I:
5 ..
6-
7 •

3 3

J;’ 
, 5fiill«*i KfvRjX. i •

[
!

■

I
<

’ r .-

!

'. '. - • »• ... >;

>. 5^' . '<!■■,'■

ti «< L

-■■<■■:■: ■■

'. ?M ■ ’
PORTION OF map, above, shows Ozello Road near Crystal River and its ex I
tendon to the: Gulf. Dark portion across channel is bridge, next is pronosed Tk.. i K, , ,airstrip, and beyond that is area set aside for Park. Dotted line from that jChannel Marked 
point to Mullet Key is route for boats, staked out by County, showing safe > Crystal River-Tht 
channel. See story. 8 . j new bridge on the Ozello

Road extension to the Gull 
is now open, both for auto 
traffic across it, and for 
boat travel under it.

■\iC ML !

1u.ncodit ^SentineL^ PRS^E
. hlph Low Low 3? 1

•» , , June a.m. p.m..a.m. p.m.

, Serving Citrus -County, ' L’iB :
• 4 12:05 .... 8:10 •

'Dunnellon, Yankeetown and Inglis... J.":."" “ai t-"-So■

Crystal River, Florida, Thursday May 31, 1962 . ' Phone Swift 5-3146
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June 5, 1967

- The first school house the Ozello children attended

-

HOUSE IN OZELLO BEFORE 1880
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The first school Ozello children attended, from the information I was able 
to collect was on South Island between Tiger Tail and Hell's Gate in the Homos­
assa River. It was an Indian village at one time. The island was named " Tiger 
Tail " after their chief.

Mr. John J. Brown Sr. taught school there. He rowed his boat from Ozello to 
the school, the children were also transported by boat. —Facts from Helen Brown.

to a
1

Back before 1880 the first school house in Ozello, " Bayview School " was 
located on the north side of the St. Martin's River on the point, which was an 
Indian shell mound ( now the Hallie Bennett property). The school was only a one 
room thatched hut of palmetto. Henry De Busk states his mother Elizabeth Wadding­
ton, her sister Agnes and her two brothers John and Joe attended that school with 
others. At one time there were 20 pupils. James J. Brown was the last teacher. The 
school became unreasonably stripped and torn, and a new place of learning was 
badly needed. Facts from Henry De Busk.

( Mrs. Helen Brown claimes the school was made of logs cut thin with an
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OZELLO:
An Island
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of Knowledge
years before I went there, the big boys - lr 
had cleared a sandy spot back of the 
school for a ball diamond. We used 
sponge rubber balls and board bats. 
Sometimes a good batter would bat the 
ball out into the river. A boat was kept 
at the landing near the playground to 
retrieve the ball. If the ball landed in 
shallow water, the nearest boy dashed 
in and got it. They didn’t mind in the 
least going back to lessons with their 
pant’s legs dripping wet. Since it was 
summer time, the wet pants helped to 
keep them cool.

There* were usually eight grades in
• it--------t------------

wouldn’t have all eight. How we

BY CATTIE P. MARTIN
Just a few miles off Highway 19 in the 

little community of Ozello, Florida, 
there used to stand a little old 
schoolhouse that once appeared in 
Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not” as “The 
Isle of Knowledge.” It has stood there 
on that tiny island in the St. Martin's 
river since 1880. ’ •

In that year, according to stories 
handed down to us, the people on the 
north side of the river wouldn’t agree 
for the new school to be built on the 
south bank. Neither would those living 
on the south bank agree for it to be built 
on the north side. So the small island in . There-werp usually eight granes m

- the middle of Ozello’s main street-the ’ school though some years we
teachers ever managed to hear all the >
lessons,:! don’t know now. The older . I '
children helneri the vnunver ones with . ■<

'*7 7

• <

Ct

'5

AU 
Ac I ..

attendance of 52 pupils in the 
prosperous days when Cedar Key was 
an important port on the Gulf Coast. 
This was before the “Big Freeze" that 
killed the citrus trees.

Ozello at that time had a post office. 
The mail was brought in by boat as the 
post office was.located on an island 
below the schoql. When I was a small 
child, every week I received a picture 
postcard which was signed “Cousin 
Callie." I learned later that this lady, a 
distant relative of my mother's and 
Postmistress of Ozello, was Mr. Jim’s 
step-mother.

When I went down there in the 
summer of 1930 to teach, it was ak in- how to row. . -----
terestingexperience for me. At that f . ...
nrnrme SClfWI tCt-ffl'wns-fmmTTtve----- day the big hurricane struck the
months during the summer. This was to 
allow the older boys to fish in the fall

Florida Keys and killed 400 people. Half ; 
of those killed were servicemen

-

children helped the younger ones with ■. 
their lessons after they had finished, 
their own work. They also helped look .

• ‘i this to a Miami Herald reporter in 1946. aiteF “>em on. ihe playground. This-.,,
1 ms father, John J. Brown, had beat the ' maae it possible for a teacher to keep in ... I

D
i

Sf
fi i 

i
- the middle of Ozello’s main street-the 

St. Martin’s River-was chosen as the
7 site for the new bunding. Froth then 
,• .until 1943 all local youngsters who 
’wanted to learn the threeR’s had to row 

to school ina boat.' - ,■ ?’
.The late Jim Brown relatmf much bf

A- this to'a Miami Herald reporter in 1946. V «»« .“‘W1--.??- P16 P>«ygroimd. This, 
imsfatlier, John J. Brown, hadbeeh the -------- ---------—-----—...
-' last teacher to teach in thebld log house ' - the slow learners and give them extra • ■ 

u-Z-G /'fe^ifli the palm' thatched roof. He was ' ?: help at recess..
Al J ’ nf ; ' ^3a’“n* w“ very small, •.

‘ but it had been extended before I went
zl 7 ’to there, On.the stage, which was across

f heforp the dew schdol was budt . ., one endbf the room, was the teacher’s i
■' Some ;rf7the- residents recall the ,.,- desk, a recitation bench and an orrim. ' •

’ t i®8}! - / flies end green headed horseflies were :l

Wells, Miss Sallle Jita Moore, Miss The school was used on Sundays for ' 
Mary Bell Waring, Miss Sallie Felltson, church worship services and Sunday ;
Alfred O’Steen, Miss Anne Ashworth, ' ' school. The highlights of the year were ‘
Mrs. Katie Lashley, Dan Rooks, Miss two programs put on by the children. If
Elaine Barnes, and Mrs. Cattie Martin. the school was in session during the

Ozello’s island school had Its peak winter, there was a Christmas program
attendance of 52 nunils in the with a Christmas tree.

We had a program at the close of < 
school, also. Everyone in the com­
munity came to these programs. The ' 
teacher and children worked hard for 
several weeks to prepare a program . 
that would provide good, clean en­
tertainment for all.

I went back to Ozello in September 
1935 to teach a winter term. This time I 
rented a house across the river from the . 
school and moved there with three of 
my children. They were seven, nine, • 
and eleven years old. We bought a 
small, second hand boat which I had to 
row to school until my two boys learned

I i v !
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stationed at the Naval Base in Key 
West. High tides, high winds and rain 
reached Ozello that night. Tuesday, 
everyone stayed inside their homes and 
waited for the storm to pass; that^is,

tad to'ke^p’cJnsUnt vigil over their 1 
boats to see that they were secure. 
There were no radios or telephones to 
contact the outside world. Trees were , 
down across the only road leading into 
Ozello. Tide water also made the road | 
impassable for cars. Our nearest neigh- , 
bor, Riley D. Head, came to see about . 
us Tuesday morning and assured us 
that we were in no Immediate danger.

On Wednesday morning, he told us it 
was safe for us to go to school although 
— Alrtl. Ulzvt. 'Ua tndM] QUf

boat, to school that morning, but the 
. next day we rowed acroas the river. 

. Jlf you don’t know' much about rowing 
a boat and have to cope with a strong 

. tide, you’re, in for a trying time. I

island was covered with tidewater. We 
an unwritten tied our — 
children not to'5 ■"' climbed but on the second or third step.

the school house. For two days they 
could only be reached by boat or 
wading. I’ll leave the rest to your 
imagination.

Although we had some trying ex­
periences, I enjoyed the work in Ozello. 
We were not bothered with traffic on 
streets or highways. It was interesting 
to watch the fishing boats go up and 
down the river. The school children 
knew the sound of every boat and could 
tell which fisherman was < 
before the boat came into sight.

One day two fishermen put down 
their nets across from the school. The 
children and I went outside and wat­
ched them make a catch of ap­
proximately a thousand mullet. f

During those years there I learned l 
much about their way of life.-Despite 
the lack of modem day conveniences, 
theirs was a happy life. Today, thanks 
to rural electrification, everyone has 
electric lights and many of the electric 
appliances are available.

I resigned as teacher of Ozello School 
in 1943. Since then all the school 
children have been transported by boat 
and bus to Crystal River School.

The little 72-year-old school house 
stood for years on its lonely island, a 
silent reminder of the courage and 
determination of the people to provide 
an education for their children despite 
many difficulties.

i

and winter months to help swell the 
family’s finances. I taught two sum­
mers before the school officials decided 
to have a full term during the winter. 
There were no large boys attending 
school then.

Teaching school on a small island m 
those days was quite different from the 
schools of today. I had had only one 
year’s teaching experience in a small 
rural school. Since I was just a little 
afraid of water, I couldn’t swim. Here I 
was expected to teach 15 or 14 
youngsters that could handle boats like 
professionals and swim like ducks. 
They ranged In ages from five to 16.

, I boarded with a family *atlived on wa3salewr „„ 6„ -----------------
half mile from the schoof’ftere v uio-ttCteiKa*-stUl.high. 'He towed 
two boys in the family who were ex­
perts at rowing boats. They taught me 
to row that first summer; i.
' When school began at eight o’clock

■' each morning, there would be from six . -----
to eight skiffs (as the boats were called) thought we’d" never make it Theschool

■ drawn up on the shell banks of the island was covered with tidewater. We
•' island. There was an unwritten - tied our boat to the front steps and ,

agreement among the children not to’ climbed but on the second or third step. ,
- ( molest each other’s boats. If someone.*.; r: A few of the children stayed at home E

'■■■ did, there was a fight to settle. The ’- *
' school stands on a narrow point so boats. 
’ were in front and on both sides of the 
' .bbuse.t; -r?y-.. •".•

At noon groups could be seen sitting' ;
■ under cabbage palms or cedar trees 

eating their box lunches. There was a 
small oyster bar at. the edge of the 
water, and many times I would watch 
the oysters feeding as I ate my lunch.. 
There were plenty of sea gulls waiting • 
to devour any scraps of food tossed to ■ 
them. The children always saved 
scraps to entice the gulls to follow their 
boats in the afternoons.

Everyone brought his own jug of 
water as there was no drinking water 
on the island. There was part of an old 

. cistern there that had been used in the 
. early days. When buzzards began 

roosting in trees near the cistern and on 
the roof itself, the people destroyed it. 
In those days every home in Ozello tad 
cisterns, water tanks or rain barrels to 
hold the rain water. Water was often 
scarce in dry seasons so no one dared 
waste any. At times they would haul 
water by boat from Homosassa Springs 
or what we know as the “Fish Bowl” 
today.

Physical education was not taught as 
such in those days. We had play periods 
or recesses and the noon hour to play 
any game possible in the rough space 
around the building. Oyster shells 
deposited there years ago by Indians 
shucking oysters were everywhere. 
Ozello children didn’t mind the shells 
but dashed here and there chasing each 
other. If they happened to cut a heel or 
toe, they waded out into the river, 
washed the wound, and came to the 
house for first aid. The game they 
enjoyed most was "Ball.” Several

t..

p-4. <£<!.-■ r?<i-

' but most of them came. ’. .,
• I don’t know how much book learning } ’ 
’’I imparted to them the rest of that week !'

but we kept "school: It was fun to T, 
everyone except my children and me. I | 
didn’t dare admit that I was uneasy for Is
I would have lost my prestige. K

The only sanitary facilities were the ; 1! 
old outdoor privies some distance from i t 
the school house. For two days they “

everyone except the fishermen. They ,

-J/4
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This scene is repeated each chose the colors.” she .« 
school day — promptly at 6:45 a.m, 
— at Ozcllo, where St. Martin’s j 
River widens into the Gulf of Mex- i 

• icp.
'Its cent ' ‘ ’

(John L.) Thomas, who in Septci.. 
. ’ J one of .Florida’s last’ ■
;/remaining drivers of a boat-bus’

ft n!

if I a

efersbitrg ‘iHinwa 
!lay Docomber I, 1963

chuckle. The hf ~sk p 
boys. The gii , 
pink, was used to pain | 
under which the kids | 

j.. stormy days.
' For fair weather o 

three-mile boat run. p . 
surely as there arc das ' 
moment, only three M-V

By NANCY OSGOOD ? .
. . • . OfTlioTbnesStaff ,-j

’ Gray clouds hung low over’the’ 
.' salt marsh country between Homo-.

sassa Springs and Crystal River.'
‘ In the’misty'dnmpiicM awoman

' -I !■ •^•.■..'wrarncdbc/selflarbig.raat.lhcn . -
■"• ••<... ' '"clambered from a makeshift-dock ^cr, became

•’ '’’-V.-* • ■ 'f into a small boat.-' : i'‘ ’
_________________ L______________________________ \Vz?rh many drirrminrd (ups at school route.

itral figure is Mrs. Fern 
Thnmne »iih«
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I ThE .TXu.i. OR ■^cu.ikii?._ thLIL'.^ 1_oi;0_ J_pLrj/yj9 School fltWfZ.
Around i860, a group of settlers, bant on making a go of fruit grovint\> 

cstablishad themselves aloni/ the north and south.—hankp of the S^j^arcin&^jJ; ' K 
/At that time there was no road and the only ttccc/js to _civiL_ization_j2^—by—no a 

"ptlie coatit jLa-Ueiiar kex» then inctroplis of the Florida west coast. .
1 ■' vlw or these settlors was 7d.lliu.rn henry Harrison Pracj, a Isv^Lioutcnanv 
ilkAkO—GkJiU'oAcrjitP-Arbiy, entering the service at the age of 16 _fought tnb 
Indians and northerners. He and his family of six, ( Jgirls and 3 boys; settle 
on an island in a bay they named Platt's Lay ( later named Greenleaf bay ).

'i'hey built a four room house, covering the sidea_aad roof with. paii»-®tyo. 
Later they built a" much larger home from pine lumber. The lumber was transport 
by train to lioniasassa, then hauled by boat to the island. ,

There were some nice citrus groves in tho making around Ozello ana nl. y ■ 
planted a large grove on his property from seed. His son- in- law Bryant ••o°dy 
owned a >• acre grove where the Civic Club is now located, and many ’acres ox ;-,i ‘ 
across the road’from it, extending to the kirkwoods property and the " Old Tra 
ing Post 11. numerous citrus groves were scattered around the Ozello area. ..ost 
i’oulks planned on getting rich from the citrus business and then the y Big ire- 
of 1o95- S'6 fixed their dreams by killing the trees. Unlike most ol tne oimur 
Florida areas, citrus growing was abandoned, and many families left the Ozello 
area, some of the hardy ones remained and went back to fisning, their liveli.io.

hr. gratt sold his home and citrus grove to Greenleaf Crosby from Jackson­
ville just before the "Big Freeze " for <>$,000,00, that was a fortune at tnat 
time. He and his family moved to High Springs but missed Ozello so much, they 
moved back. .In IddO ?-ir. Pratt. wanted his six children to go to school in Ozello in- 

.-■•,tead of Urystal~Tiiver ( where they would require board and room).
Ho, received neriifl ■•isi on fi'om_the county commissioners- to build a school. 

'i'lie county furnished the lumuer etc. and Hr, Pratt built it for wne^sum oi
Bp. 00,. l'or_hi-S_lab-or-.Then as the story has been handed down through the years — tne re war; 

controversy, between tne north and the souch. loulxs living on the north oanl. 
o~f the StThartin'-s RjveF'wouia not agree to' the school being BTOIt-otr-ttatTlIou 
bank'any more than the foKLks living onTErTrouttflaanlt would- stand_for itToin 
erected1 "on' Uli opposite side ~o?~~Hie rivor-rf^tlreiar-iq^gE^ ,
in an area where earlier disputes had been settle Qy blood -- spilling pirate 
tTic ruggeiLinhabitants compromised. So a sjnall palm studded island, that jut;; u 
from the middle of Ozello's'liiain'strect -- the Bt. i-iartin's Riverwas chosen v 
the:site for tho new school building. This added totne“boa't traffic as there 
no pick up service,Jew all the local youngsters who wanted to learn the three R's had to mai­
lt four I!'s and learn to row a boat to school. However there was a saying.in 
Ozello, " A youngster who' couldn't row a boat by the time'he reached school a; 
was- considered beyond all nope of education ". t , , . ,The story of this unicue islanc schoolnouse can be tola best by one ,/no 
taught school there’and learned the ways of an island school teacher, rirs. Ca 

tin tf-UP-ht four months .in the summer of 1930 and five months in the summer - 
TqVi"' sjio taught the winter months in 1935, ’3b, 'i>2 and 'h-3. So this is her 
version of " TUB ISLE OF KBOiVLlIiiGE " as Ripley's " Believe It Or Lot "named . 
the island schoolhouse one time in his column.

-,;hen I went down there in the summer of IyyO to teach., it was an intcr- 
c-tin- experience for me. At that time the school'• term was four or five month 

-"'during the summer. This was to allow the older boys to fish in tho fall /.nd 
wf ktpr'hiio’iths to help swell the family finances. I taught two summers;-be fore 
the school officials decided to have a full term during the winter . There we 
no large boys attending school then.
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Teaching school on a small island in those days war: quite d.ifforcnl from 
the schools of today.I. had had only one year's teachins experience xn a small 
rural school. Since I was Just alittle afraid of water,1 couldn't swim, hero j 
was e:.pooled to touch fifteen or eighteen youngsters that could handle- boats 
like professionals and swim like ducks. They ranged in ages from five to ur.:U 

1 boarded with a family that lived on the north side of the river about 
onehalf mile from the school. There were two boys in the family that wore ex­
perts at rowing boats. They taught me to row that first summer.

..'hen school began at eight o'clock each morning, there would be from siy. 
to eight skiffs ( as the boats were called ) drawn up on the shell banks of t 
island, There was an unwritten agreement among the children not to molest eacl 
others boats. If someone did, there was a fight to settle. The school stands c 
a narrow point so boats were in front and on both sides of the schoolhouse.

At noon groups could bo seen sitting under cabbage palms or cedar tiec.j 
eating their box lunches. There was a small oyster bar at the edge of the watt 
and many times I would watch the oysters feeding as I ate my lunch. There wr 
plenty of sea gulls waiting to devour any scraps of food tossed to thorn. The 
children always saved scraps to entice the gull to follow their boats in the 
afternoons. ....Everyone brought his own Jug of drinking water as there was no drinking 
water on the island. There was part of an old cistern there that had been usot 
in early days. Then buzzards began roosting in trees near the cistern and on 
the roof itself, the people destroyed it. In those days every home in Ozello 
had ci:;t rns, water tanks ox1 rain barrels to hold the rain water. Water vias 
often scarce in dry seasons so no one dared waste any. At times they would iiax- 
%ator by boat from Homosassa Springs or what we know as the " r'iSil LU./L" toda;

Physical Education was not taught as such in those days. We had. play per­
iods or recess and the noon hour to play any game possible in the rough space 
around the building . Oystex- shell deposited there years ago by Indians shuck- 
ini1* oysters wex'e everywhex-e. Ozello children didn't mind ti.e shells buc dusne- 
here and there chasing each other. If they happened to cut a heel or toe, the; 
waded out into the river, washed the wound, and came to the house for first a:

The game they enjoyed most was " BALL ". Several years before I went the: 
the big boys had cleared a sandy spot back of the school for a ball diamond. 
used spong rubber balls and board bats. Sometimes a good batter would bat the 
ball out into the river, n boat was kept at the landing near the playground t< 
retrieve the ball. If the ball landed in shallow water, the nearest boy Just 
dashed in and got it. They didn't mind in the least going back to lessons wit; 
their pant's dripping wet. Since it was summer time, the wet pants helped to 
keen them cool.' inhere were usually eight grades in the school though some years we would: 
have" all eight. How we teachers evex* managed to hear ail the lessons., 1 don'* 

know now. The older children helped the younger ones with their lessons after 
they had'finished their ow;. work. They also helped look after them on the pla; 
ground. This made it possible for a teacher to keep in the slow learners and 
give them extra help at recess.

At first the building was very small, but it had been extended before I 
went there. Un the stage, which was across one end of the room, was the touch1 
deal* a recitation bench and an organ. The desks were the old fashioned double 
desks with tons that could be raised and lowered. The windows and doors wore 
screened as the yellow deer flies and green headed horseflies were plentiful 
almost all summer.The highlights of the year1 were two programs put on by the children. If 
school was in session during the winter, there was a Christmas program with a 
Christinas tree. Wo had a program at the close of school, also. Everyone in th 
community came to these programs. The teacher-and children worked hard for 
several weeks to prepare a program that would provide good, clean cntcrtainm'J 

_ 1 or all.___  _____—---------------- --- .- ___ _. "

j ftra

SiB



hl

L

L

C...

rt ' I-*/

4
t

5
1
1 
J

ZiZ/X A-i(- r' <C

<Vz "if C.C2.-J dc-<L tit-l'cca CA'& .■ £/.<

■■ ' J

c i
',/i’ t rf.t J/y

(<■ '' t' :L& i

<7 .;;’ . ’/u_

••
A" ‘-X ■■ 'J £l?^'7Zy.^ /.
■■’/\J /z /<? < Ci ZC

Z-C

(Z- ~
L-'i 'i A 1 Xi

A,

dC

/ y .. ’ 
cTC Cli/cV'Z z(G 

-</X) 1/
f ! (,$■< //'') ncuf

' ,'X/.

c^X.•?
-■ > Y^.y".

X:'X/L f t C- /C / Lr f-
^4^'1 - 4/ C'l-'ly ■'Cf

Yc 14 z^

0

- i-Z-Cj! CZz> Z;

V/ / <h'L<Z. — 
‘zrr.y^y j ft /. //i-.yj ‘

C y/l*4r/tX.-i e £, .

Y^X/t./CT
, d 2 f P-i\x'?-t r~-

yX'XzXXz 7 t,

’’ \f— / f ’ ”,l,

/ ) ’ /,£^ ’ 

'/o Jv -z- Z-,zG Z- •— Z^.-Z__ _

<XyZz / - C->
■■ ! , ’ ■

i / f.^- ,e. /.-;/. < ■ y

'X/yX ,/X'K' 
V "'■'- ■ f-l 

y 4} .

L- / <- /l y/^x i •'- ' j _ jj

- (1 ________ ’_____ v ci y.jit: -y'y^y
" —- — - -

\^11X >. SlcJj f\t ■fA1-'
'■ ■ vv v -4- XYd /) icn.y,, t.c X^'

f ..- yXXt’ '-£1\lX V4MxLz'Z>-’

c5->l- ,tx.- "7* C-<-y L/ let- ) Wr: <, 
XX/X ■) i i-cSyyyj .
d'ic>^ ijyy'-)-^,■( .>C. ' 

^y/i<^ '/',^6^.ii- /c.ehr\(_.il_) c^t

-Y(. f,
t >f-/;7-C,c. O'-e/il.

H

/I.-IO.C /

| . . // 

iiZ-

!

i
I
1
1
1

N1 w
1 fiI H
! ® -.i

’Wi - 
Co

/J !' • {4 c tzzi^ _SM3-L/~e''V' 

^y>i ....y
eh/

<e) /i.(‘-'r„a::)

iic. ieje t^yy/ y/'.-C'y^'

ol
I
I !
[ t'!!! !
!
L

)7(2 /a-.jjA^^icJ^y-/d zh'
/<■ a /^d~yyy^t.(.-i ■< a„ /c.. sJ/i

, '*2 /l/d'cr/ci.e-fy /c.c£.-/iC/'y.,';^a\-j

'e/'' 
a- 1'tyy.yy /d ^f

-<■/ AZd> e 7-V-z 

> Z/
z'i-ha<y.

■-(.■ ''(-Yi. p. / cd e/ ?/iZ-4 e4^ /t

/: 4 (&//}/&!(/:>j. 7\y t/y / a 
p-t y^y><veyyej J .7/ ^-.yd /

u-ay',{- ■■•■'

/^y/^/y. . :.- I; 'Vi
(7/ '“■*': / / ■•• ! -z /' '*/
v; f-' GZ-. U-. („‘- r-L^i e<J/l4>H(. // P /■■(..'. Ity y ,:‘d- yie/1.'. 

^/c. /y yy:, |V < .1.4y. <- J
4/ '?c y/>y/-//. e <j-e/ / /, y/t) <pe'p ,-p / z '/•'//c c-' /

> /?/z-/ ?■-/<-■'.£. Yfy/yec L’/.'7'4,
z/ y <■'( ( 1 c y.ii‘'(Y^ /Lq 77<“ ;<y
7 z'-C.y/')-et&tjij Yl Cij- . I_-

^7/Y -arXL ///ci >.■/ // •■p:z yXy./L'
■■ ‘'- d Yy (td- y-d cY/- '£. , <c (.j^ z

,t ■'1/‘ t zf.y / H r/X ,"hY Y t

hn, a ? 't^i A
/[ 1 >!-/>■ Y/'Yi

/ <i,//- >^/j c<y)J<

Y - . .' k 'z'< i;'Z 
z- "yy ■
!..z ., £]C)7i, ^4-0^'/../;, 

' ‘cY-T/
y/yTtt ; <~4,y-.-. .-V hd.d ic C-i^/d /A .■ ■■ / 

/> '' r ' / <■ - /

jv E L ■’,•■'/
Z. //.z' Z-C'Z (‘CL-.'iyC y^l z'i6'< ,<;y/ /cz„<’ C<V / 
z ■/■ Z'z’ ' / 1 / ,

y/-e- j— <(.' '.z> /,7.'.' ,•< jj'^e/cc.
XXc. /Xz..w,-//:■■ X I /.•::-fX-/z.z.z,;^
----------------------------------- —---------- —-- --------------- -----

?<<z-
Z-J

h e/xJ> ePd i <-Z't cJ
■ /~ 'r~) . ’X '

1
I
1
1
’ iLi >rIEE



_r ■ -Xj/a c-

i '

J

/it-

(

■i
, - it.' ■!. ' Ip'

Ct

• *

■I

Q

I

><’ /< <•/ U c'.ZyO C. . t j. e) 

/d. ', r' / I. , it I- <■" 'z ZV* 

' ... .■ Z/'/Z >z'/, Z

-Ay tt-C.ct.cl ? CcthuT, 
n'a'c1 t. ■■ '<... c:.'.-c > > > ■ 
, i.-,". f/ttj .. < ,.> <* i .c ■ ■■. ..<

| .tZ/t.c. c> Zx ?7 ‘' 7 ■
b? /^'Z(J Xh cfac

.<c?| rl£-p'/So i -

'/L J J / A
&\j L x! I '■ •-(- I <C "A/ r<JC?-

f-ll <■'( i

I
\

■

■

■ 

j
I

, I [\ ci i?C At\ CC..( f <■ ‘•' / *>•’ <’
-C!', /<■ i/ fa fa &CC-Li'(/<('■
ttjfafaci (- > hjfa-i a-i n

i

•' I / •>.’ v' -‘' y t.: b‘( it./;

i < C''('! l-C'C.t (, '/’ /cce^x.-i-fa ^(, ‘c.Acf 7(( <•/( z/
/• (Z'Zfaci /• c ,\fa ()fat.i

1 (.

' ' ■ ‘ ~' ■■■ • Z - _z_ .

___ .. ■ c., '. »!« i' ‘t .■". <.’.z - zz3 ' .
Crt'L faest-Ac /c f <_.■ ,-j 7~c 7'/

'< J-’. /Z "l?,C(? ■■ /l ftCh' ' -c/ty ■ /f~

' ,Z| i’ < '<■ '' fa Ct.-> < CAf' 7<'.( ■<
A Cc' 7. X 7"A C.. -C- A -C c J <Z. ■/ ‘■■C' '•' 70 

t •(< '{'< 'f} A A<’lJ' Z 'l.'/' (J'Zf: , zXzz,..$.y xj- Arr. .,
/ l\< (A. J I lC.fl. <> L ‘ 

; ct■>'

^-(Zzr.zu ‘Zz'7>z -
- / c ■ /-«"{/ > i '('-<■ (-/ .1/< /■<!, zZ,i .<r. ,./^x‘ 

v ■. , Z'^..z
Ctf M ’( V-iiZ-j.. J-' f C 'J< c7\

x-.C('. it t tl! /IdrCL'e c 'C t.f L -Uc J i .C J.- 

tit ■/!■ <<?. Ci ?'Z ' ' ^CCc-^t. / *,

; G.>-^ f . ••

f SJr ' /. •

I 
io

c( . f lj_. i I.- e f,.,'! I x^7t- ^7 c <•! . . . .. , v

f iiT. Ccs/A.';11' : /s'? 1 '■’/ 'A f '" e AJ' ‘ ■
Z' •■' i./yZc e„t.c i/.-c c’/ct c (.i,: 77 .z>/ i'c : 7t'A

t 'C l I. , i /; '■ r (7/ 6 C i I - 'Vc '.x'C • ■ •' ",V' '''’•

I (-.Af. (rt ■'/1 h(f:-C (.>■(>■ t'C.l,t L-!l7j C ,'c.Ji ■-{. Z,c. ,.j f.f 7x/ctc.c.^7 CJ-C,-" r’s&ns>$

/t 'l( ■/;■ <<■/.''. a 7'" t c. /1 '<~xc /'^/'c A-AZ■ 7‘? . -/t(' (cn . ■ Uu ’

/ ' • ! •> ' Z,., -Z . r . ‘ 7'7.,'^ . "z ■■ ' ' "■
it- 7 ! I (i J c J lie.'. c..it7\< • •«•' ■■ ;.c , ■ . '' (•''',• ft ■ .:•<!? C ■ e-t- r'- > .<-• ,'Z^ ■

(t’C--r.yxC Ci'. ^J-/x. Cii . 77LtitC■■. t i ,. /■<■.'.-> / > c,n-A-( 7 '■'/£'' v, i'-/;.yA\

(•< {"■!- 'V H ' (c 'i1 7/7 t.x z i' . < a- k 7'c< ty .. ct c. '< ■■: ■’ -‘7^ ? X V/i'. z.' t ; »
;\c ccci cJC- /XX'//,?■?..'/,■ .-J / .'; /c'7c/ ..■, < c 7? ,... .

' A u.: r..i .'C v’. i'i<-/,.<•?.<■ ,7 X/■-• ■■ z/ .(‘<r-r' - ■■ ■'-. ' //-c^
( hxt.t ci. let "c/ -7.ee C. . k c i'-1 <' t-c .• >. ■ < !.•.■ 't ’V-'; -

•<;r !\ct At'tc /'Ct t. 7 7 7. ' ■/,!■■ . f J,. t j /■;■ \( 71( 7 c ■ 
/’*■ I / X -vX 7 /* f (/ / ^ • ■ 7 •i'/: :• t • r'Z<//zf,7' ytt C.C i i'-x. C c . c H 1 r > ■ £:c< j. c-r,'

■tzL-tzSfr--> i—
| \7j7.C 'Ac? ti-C.t'is -7

'>Hr-7.L \t. ~C> 1 1.x in e 77? <■ I

^.cx. < Q1. 7j e. > >■ 77777 . ' <
e^--7 > t s J..-.- 

y 7 ' !- ■;7'c-- '("7c i y 
fa l /.■.»>' c 7, i 7. ' r 7 c 

. ■ , • .-,/ < ■

1 'Ci., t ,



Received from hrs.

by

as it remain

I
'is

- -

for a number of years.
a general

Slv.’i 'uf u LKulO ' x> Ouu dCHOOLhOUiiS IS CLASSIC ; PlSOilo Ox7 SU.LOaST i.’ov. 14, Wtf? 
received from hrs. 3uby Jaddington Johnson rrom tho Suncoast 6cnt

. liiis story could well be started with "Once upon a time," fox' it seems almo 
o.piry^ tale from the beginning. Yet it is just another of the true classic

; area a realm of intrigue to the pres

8
I
8

... - — — started with "Once unon a time," fox' it seems almolike a fnlwr H-n-l « ................................................ .. 1
episodes of the past which makethe Suncoast 
population.

jar out into trie salt marsh area between Crystal River and Homosassa, and 
five miles weht of U.S. 1y, an abandoned wooden structure stands on a palm studdi 
island that juts up from the middle of the St. Martins River.

X'oi’ nearly 7o years this battered one room building withstood weather, wind: 
and water while serving as a school fox' a small isolated community, Latex1 it was 
used as a voting place and then deserted.
Although the unhinged door and sagging board windows give mute evidence of negler 
tne littleschool house now stands as an unofficial monument to how a struggling 
community peacefully settled one of its bitterest contested issues.

, before 1880, a group of settlers, bent on mailing a go of fruit growing, 
estaolis ied themselves along the north an® south banks of the St. Martins River. 
At that time there was no road andthe only access to civilization was by boat up 
tne coast to Cedar Key, then metropolis of the Fla. West Coast.

‘bhe first school was a thatched hut of palmetto, located on an Indian mound 
the north side of the river. It became unreasonably stripped and torn, and a 

new place of learning was badly needed.
??llt1I'0V™Ky-Tbemn l71}en th® tW0 factions disagreed as to the location of the 

+nlVCh001mi Th? rIol”th Slde refused to consent to a structure on the South side ox 
theriver. The feeling was as strong in reverse on the opposite side.
xt=r a battle of words, in an area where eax’lier disputes had been settled 

blood-spilling pirates, the rugged inhabitants compromised.
"Baildtbesch°o1 011 the island halfway between us." some Solomon must have 

suggested. Thatstructure still stands today.
, Everyone had to row to got to school, but, according to the best informatior 

obtainable today, they felt that a youngster, who couldn't row a boat by the time 
he was of school age, in those days, was considered beyond all hone of edin-~+; ■ More than 20 pupils attended the school. 1 educUxvn.

Just a few years after the educational sites' battle, another disagreement over a name for the settlement stirred trouble. & r
The settlement had been authorized a post office and had to find a n’rne for 

itself. Finally, the a pointed postmaster, William H. Pratt, settled all ar-u-ent bysohding the entire list of names submitted to him to Washington,D.C^ith a'ver

it said;HYou fellows pick a name,I’ve got to live here.’’Ozello 
today, was the reply from the Capitol. ' 1

xhe highest number of students to attend the island school was52 That wa<~ i the prosperousdays of the community when their'citrus shipments moved regularly £ 
Cedar ney. Then came the big freeze of 1895-96. Citrus groves were abandoned aL 
some inhabitants left tne Dzello area. However, some of the hardy ones remained and went back to fishing, their main livelihood. 5 remained

The little village then seemed to sink into oblivion 
A few of the inhabitants visited Homosassa now and then by boat but as 
rule they remained at the settlement until a dirt road was built down to i-hn----rivers edge.

Tho little school was abandoned as a place of learninr in lew, - it was for two main reasons. First reason Sas that wh^n Mrs. “at t J'^r Un 7'
better teaching job in Crystal River, no other teacher could be found who wonted 
to begin and end her day with a cold boat ride. Secondly the oldsters said Into 
of the boys started getting a hankering to go to high school. That meant a 
school bus would come down to the river and pick them up. They figured" the '-oi,™ 
trip S1schoolW£1aaboat°’ °f younsstors today sti11 begin and end'their-

The old school was then used as a voting place for the local populace. This
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Red Cross 
Urges Caution 
In Hurricane

As the hurricane season is 
upon us the Citrus County Chap­
ter pf the Red Cross wishes to 

ty advise residents of the County 
5r of procedures which should be 
le observed for their protection if

was also changed in 1955 and the 
ingly as grim and determined as

This is under the picture of the school
Battered by weather, wind and water, this 
structure still stands in its P^^uresque setting, 
a monument to how the small community of Oz- .
settled a bitter issue almost 80 years ago. Hov. 27

ture laade thei 
In the Ozello vicinity there are many aslan ®centUries ago.

others built from oyster shells by an ear of that another race of people in-
Long before the Indian;, times, then men of our times today.habited that area. There have been many bones dug up by the ,

They are larger and longer bones than that of the maian.
same
iaSVAS:.6^: anSd lower, and all were well

worn down as though all were quite aged. different races of people liv-
I would venture to say tnat there we 1 e three dliter proof en_

ing on the west coast of Citrus County in the early aay 
’ueh ■"..“Sih.o.i™ Ih-tltut. d«le. that tier. ».r= 
with the evidence I have seen, I will hold to my o n

John Brown, who has lived in Ozello all of his lite John brown, work, had an odd experience L--Ksh“ot. it the «... h= .« « peoulxjr
He took a boat and went to. see had seven or eight oysters growingHe caught it and found out why. had seven ox eig y

O .f it. .hell. Th. to o».o.xao,
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S it to 00^0, B.v.
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Ozello and it’s envir.
difficulty

Today, however, there is a newly surfaced secondary highway turning west off U.S. 19 
between Homosassa.. ..

They had their cows. Goats, chickens, fished, oystered and would hunt wild turkey, pigs, 
deer and many other kinds of wild game.

TAKEN FROM TAMPA TRIBUNE - FEBRUARY 26, 1956

Mr. Stephen Trumbull, a roving reporter for The Miami Herald back in 1946 gives his 
version of a trip by car to Ozello on a very narrow dirt road.

The six miles down here from U.S. 19 may not be the worst road in the world, but it’s 
runner up for that dubious distinction. No cars were passed on the way in or out, which 
was fortunate. It’s a one way, one lane affair, starting in the cabbage palms and ending 
on a salt marsh. John Brown Sr. says the duck hunting and fishing is so good that a lot of 
people brave that road, but it’s a well known fact that duck hunters and sports fishermen 
are really as crazy as roving newspaper correspondents.

By 1954, the state road department had widened and surfaced the road to the banks of the 
St. Martin’s River and recognizing the natural attraction for sportsmen and tourists 
erected a wayside picnic area alongside the new highway.

Ozello began to be shown on the latest road maps and The Miami Herald sent a staff 
writer, Bob Preston, to do another feature picture story on it. Free of the road hazards 
Trumbull described, he found:”The newly surfaced secondary state highway connecting 
Ozello with the outside world provides five miles of the most picturesque scenery of any 
highway in Florida.”

On arrival, however, all he could see of the community was two houses, the school and a 
fishing pier. The homes of the other five familes

The old town of Ozello still retains it’s two most distinctive features. You still have to 
cross it’s the St. Martin’s River by boat and the community school house in use from 
1890 to 1943, still stands on a tiny island in midstream.

.have been populated....since pirate days, but, due to
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DEEP RIVER!--Johnny Workinger,' son oi^Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Workinger, 
m''cured at the height of the storm Thursday. Johnny, complete with wet-suit 
clowned it up in hip-deep water in the family caf-port.

... . r-frw" r- -■
September 17, 1964

HIGH WATER, above, in various areas, caused church congregations to move i 
to other churches for Sunday services. By this timemostofthemwillbe' 
dried out and ready for normal church activities. _ ___I
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y ' ' ■ ' SOENE^AT OZELLO SOON MAY GIVE WAY / • ’. ■ .

"... to houses, population as land is readied for buyers.

Subdividing 
Under Way
At Ozello

A once - thriving commercial 
fishing and grove center — dec­
imated by freezes of tho IflOO’a 
— Is gelling a new spurt of 
life.

It is the town of Ozello, not* 
on the map until 1954. Ozello 

‘ is about 7 miles west of U.S. 19 
on 404, about three miles south 
of Crystal River In Citrus Coun­
ty.

Today It's a place to go to 
gel away from It all and that’s 
what J. If. McClung, realtor, 
and A. T. Carroll, contractor 
and businessman, had In mind 
when they started opening 320 
acres there for houses.

It’s still hunting and fishing 
counlry up there and the de­
velopers, known as tho Ozello 
Land Development Co., decided 
to open up an all waterfront 
section aiming at the "second 
house" buyer for weekends and 
vacations. Tho property is on 
the St. Martin's River and ca­
nals are being dredged and land 

' cleared to create tho all water- 
front sites.

. .Planned are a total of 1,200 
lots. All residential lots are 100 
x 130 feet with 100 feet water 
frontage. Prices ■ range . from 
|1,795 to ?2,D95.

A 20 • acre section has been 
. set aside for mobile homes. 

These lots arc 50 x 130 feet.
Before tho big freeze of 1895- 

90, the mainland and Islands of 
Ozello were thickly populated. 
A post office was located on one 
Island and the' mail and sup­
plies were brought In by boat 
from Cedar Key. The school 
house was built on an Island In 
1BBG and children from tho 
mainland and tho adjoining 
Islands attended school by row­
boat The school is still stand­
ing and a schoolboat still op­
erates, taking children from 
Island homes to school on the 
mainland.

■ c
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CIVIC CLUBHOUSE STARTED
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the members of the 
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: wore 
Clerk of the Circuit Court Fran­
cis (Cowboy) Williams, County 
Commission Chairman Clyde

J, Crystal River Mayor
>nard Damron, S u n c o a s t 

s Chamber of Commerce
------- ent Robert Hyde, the 
Chamber's Secretary-Manager 
Robert Stricklin, and Chamber 
board member E. E. (Pappy) 

:hatz.
Waterman was asked to turn ...____

the first shovel of dirt, The de- Bill.’ Revels, 
b e r s h 1 p has already vcloper told those attending that Screws.
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; Life Smarts Early In Ozello
Tlmeti Correspondent -

.. OZELLO — Only In Ozello 
would there lie a groundbreak­
ing ceremony nt 8:30 In the 
morning, but then Ozello has an 
unusualncss In terrain nnd poo- 
pie that Just naturally calls for 
something different. Ozello Is a 
Settlement In Citrus.

‘zibout six miles west of ... 
1’mldway between Homosassa 
iand Crystal River.
JI-The occasion Saturday mom- 
-Ing was the beginning of con- 
j.structlon on the Ozello Civic 
{.Club clubhouse near the Inter- 
■sectlon of the Ozello road and 
{the road to the Florida State 
(Wayside park on the near' " 
jmosassa River.. j • 

: THE .emo..dub, a five- 
'year-old dream-of developer P. *M. Waterman, was given birth
' just three weeks ago by 25 rest- 
(dents of the area. Their Imme- 
'..diate . objectives, as • explained 
, by the club president, Is the con­
struction of the clubhouse, 

I which will serve as a recreation 
1 center for the community, the
• acquisition of fire fighting 
i equipment, the establishment of „an[;
1 regular religious services in the e jn|” 
(area, telephone service to the cjub ov ( 
i area and eventually a swimming ceremonies 
J pool, ■■■■.' - • - -
! The club Is actually a sub- 
{organization of Ozello, Inc., ex-
• plained Mrs, Thelma DeGaw, Byrd, 
.’secretary of the organization. It Leonard
will be through Ozello, Inc., that Springs

’ much of the municipal develop- Prcslder
• ment of the area will occur.

President of the organization 
I E. E. Screws who served as

unaster of ceremonies at the Scl 
■  ■ . ^ceremony, Screwp told his audl- 
’.’I ';ence of nearly 50. that the club's 

.{’ (mem.................................

■■■’H ,p 
’ . I  fl • •

swelled to 37, and It Is hoped he hoped the construction of the 
. ............... ’ •- clubhouse would mark the be­

ginning of an effort to develop a 
museum In the area of the old 
school house, reviving the his­
torical heritage of the area.
, THEN- BENEATH the early 
morning sun In the contradicto­
ry setting of giant moss-draped 
oaks, cabbage palms and the 
sawgrass flats of the Gulf of 
Mexico, Waterman turned the 
first shovclfull of dirt and It be­
came apparent that a new and 
dynamic community In growing 
Citrus county was taking form.

President Screws closed the

)ple of Ozello would build 
illdlng through donations 
-rials, labor and money, 

and he'promised that the job 
would be done In no more time 
than construction of a similar 
facility by contract where funds 
wore readily available.

Screws said the Initial struc­
ture would Include a . 40 by 
30-foot assembly room, closets, 
restrooms and the foundation 
for the addition of a kitchen at 
a later date.

ANOTHER IMMEDIATE 
>v..iuvra oi uw project of Ozello, Inc., Screws 
groundbreaking later told the Times, will be tele- 
! Citrus County phono service to the area, either 

through Florida Telephone 
Corp., which serves most of Cit­
rus County, or by some other 
means.

Officers of Ozello, Inc., In ad­
dition to Screws are L. A. Dcu- 
gaw, vice president, and Mrs. 
Thelma Deugnw, who serves as 
secretary nnd treasurer.

Board members, in addition 
to Waterman, are: Mr. and 
Mrs. Louis Witte, Mr. and Mrs.

and Mrs. E. E.

that this figure can bo tripled In 
short order.

Eventually, Scrgwg told The 
Times, the residents of the area 
hope lo form a water district 
and with a loan from the feder­
al government construct a pipe­
line to bring fresh water to the 
area from the nearest source 
aboi|t five and a half miles 
away. While residents of the 
area make use of surface water 
for their general water needs, 
drinking water must either be 
boiled or shipped Into the area, 
since groundwater and the river v,wouu l)lv
arc .often found to be brackish, meeting with the comment that 

, . , .. caused by Intrusion, from the ■ - -........................
-i rby Ho- nearby Gulf of Mexico.

THE AREA of interest oi 
Ozello, Inc., Is basically some 
125 acres of land developed by 
P. M. Waterman, who came to 
Florida from Indiana in 1953. 
He has been developing his 
Ozello tracts since 1955. .

It was Waterman who gave 
Ozello, Inc. the 150 by 400 foot 
lot on which tine clubhouse will 
be built. Waterman serves on 
the board of directors .of the or- 

mlzatlon. 
Joining 

club at
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0Z3LL0 CIVIC CLU3.

2-1 STATE HEWS '

Jin?

L. A

■■■; x.<

r

! Discussion will bo about a club house - a possible 

'! Post Office, and fire protection.

.... ... ad 
arc: Mr. 

te, Mr. ant?

Farllclpallf 
monies Satui' 
proposed Ozello 
from loft to right: E. E. Screira, pre_____
of the club j Clyde . Byrd, chairman of the 

, Citrus County Commission and commissioner 
of the district In which Orollo is Included; 

. E. E. (Pappy) Schatx, a board member of

mark.. 
’ effort (b de 
«ie area of i 
*, revIvlnrf*TT* j.' 
ige of the are.

the members of the 
the ' groundbreaking
Werc CltrUS Coun’y service io 

C,Cr£,of t ,e Clrcult Court Fran- through Florida 
cis (Cowboy) Williams, County " ‘ ’
Commission Chajrman Clyde

• -• — •   ...... •’SQJvf 
Leonard Damron, Suncoast 
SprinB* rh.n.k.. _, „  .
Prcsl ....

tart.mtmbcr E. E. (Pappw Boa7mcnlblr«s“ncr-J

and Mrs. , 

\ - - »---

I'M

. :@b&h ______ __
Ground Broken For Ozello Civic Club I

It 
atlng In ground breaking core- the Citrus County Suncowt Springs Chamber ' 
urday morning at the site of the • of Commerce; Robert Stricklin, secrotary. ' 
wllo Cfvlo Club clubhouse were, manager of the Chamber; Robert Hyde, 
0 rJ?bV Screws, president president of tho Chamber; Francis (Cowboy)

— Williams, Citrus County
Damron, mayor of Crystal 
.Waterman, club board 
of tho h

Times, the residents of the area 
hope to form a waler district 
and with a loan from the feder­
al government construct a pipe­
line to bring fre......................
area from the 
about five and

• 'S±!.

CIVIC CLUBHOUSE STARTED

■ Life Starts Early In Ozello
■: Time* Correspondent. (swelled to 37, and It Is hoped 
• OZELLO - O n I y In Ozello b° *"
ZUldr Jh°re S' '» VTd(br7hk' "eventually, Screw, told The 
Ing ceremony at 8:30 In the T)m„ |h(a rp,Hpn)e „r (hn ,rM 
morning, but then Ozello has an 

jalncss In terrain and poo- 
________ —..------...............“,ls ,or 

......   ..........—-- - .so m e I h I n g a i I fc 
^settlement In

E;,. tig

Bn. .f® .Ml

IsF' 
_________ _________ ■ • alJca> telephone 

. wHSrfM mi til„ <-?■ -.area and eventu
Ipool.

The club is actually a sub- 
organization of Ozello, Inc., ex- 

(plained Mrs Thelma DeCaw, Byrd, Crystal " Hirer" 
>r; Robert Hyde, "mt°( Se„°r5,a"lzatlon'11 Leonard Damron. SlSea/.i 
Frand. (Cowboy) .wiU ?' ',hr”’J8h Ozcll°'In'- «•»« 

Clark; Leonard ,'hc municipal develop- 
. . River; and r. M. -m™' “• •"*’’»> 

nan, club board member and donor i. J?™1 of lhe orKanlzatIon 
land for the club. !'*’ E- E- Screws who served as ._.M .

. • • ___  . -‘master of ceremonies at the Schatz'

1-’ w«>«

I
. ___ •' unusuj

St. Petersburg Times, Sunday, November 21’ IMS pIc "1*,t Jus,1, "’“"W cn-------
~------------------------------------- -something dliferent. Ozello Is a

^settlement In’ Citrus • County 
}about six miles west of U.S. 19, 

■ between’ Homosassa
• <!■■■« viystnl River.
/ .The occasion Saturday mnrn- 
ring-was the beginning of con- 
{structlon on -the pzello- Civic 

■jClub clubhouse' near the Inter- 
•secllon of the Ozello road and 
the road to the Florida State 
Wayside park-bn the nearby Ho­
mosassa River.

THE. CIVIC dub, a five- 
UR’,1 year-old dream of developer P.

| M. Waterman, was given birth 
: ^usl ,lirce wce’u aK° by 25 rcsI"

1 i dents of the area. Their imme- 
| Jidlale objectives, as explained 
• ;by the club president, is the con- 
| ?struclion of the clubhoi”* 

»UI n.il serve as a recrca 
community, 1 

fire tlghll..„ 
establishment of 

Ibus services In the
. ne service to the t(U0 

■a and avcnlually a swlmmln, cermlon|„

I /Vo V. ' j
| DETERMINED GROUP ™ na fckt s
I FORMS CIVIC CLUB membora, a lew rooldcnls and
1 IN OZELLO dXi u.o h?colS '

lot Ronaled to tho club by 
by Thelma Deill-nw was Nimv|d«n!i''iiA "lallc ■""d' ■

mo£m- C.ub bold •• 
.•CMeClub.onm.-promorcmUaa- d

1 Ik Invitational and
Nov 13 n W mceUllE was hold a-
beMl't1'1 ir’n11 "" cl“b w“ul'i 
^“rlmembe“|nCTCr rC“I’'wl 

tnfj1 nr IXcs,dcnt announced a 
^"■^L^vSSdS. 

■SSaliomS!,0ii“eScaU'0;i1,wT -

'mllLrd^&ybTp,'’™; ' 

. aSSS£

fresh water to the 
nearest source 
• half miles 

away. While residents of the 
area make use of surface waler 
for their general waler needs, 
drinking water must either be 
boiled or shipped Into the area, 
since groundwaler and lhe river 
are often found to be brackish, 
caused by Intrusion from the 
nearby Gulf of. Mexico.
■THE AREA of interest ol 

Ozello, Inc., Is basically some 
125 acres of land developed by 
P, M. Waterman, who came to 
Florida, from. Indiana In 1953. 
He has been developing his 
Ozello tracts since 1955.

It was Waterman who gave 
’.Hnk Ozell°' Inc- the 150 by 400 foot 
ai on iot on wh|ch c;ubhouse wl!| 
l.i ° he bu,lt- Waterman serves on 

the board of directors of the or­
ganization.

Joining 
club at

I You p.ro invited to join tho now Ozollo Civic Club,

i A .Dotxn;; "ill *xj hold at 2 P.li, SaturcX*, Hovoi.bor

(swelled- to 37, and it Is hoped he hoped the construction 
................... 1 clubhouse would mtuk..V. > 

ginning of an e" ’
• museum In th: 
i school house, 
t torical heritag:
• THEN DENEATH lhe 
’ morning sun In lhe contr.-

ry setting of giant moss-i 
oaks, cabbage palms an 
sawgrass flats of lhe G 
Mexico, Waterman tumr 
first shovelful! of dirt and 
came apparent that a nr- 
dynamic community In gr 
Citrus county was taking 

President Screws close 
meeting with lhe commci: 
the people of Ozello would 
the building through dor 
of materials, labor and n 
and he promised that tl. 
would be-done in no mor' 
than construction of a r 
facility by contract where 
were readily available.

Screws said the Initial 
ture would include a 
30-foot assembly room, r 
restrooms and t h e foun 
for the addition of a kite: 
a later dale.

ANOTHER I M M E D I 
project of Ozello, Inc., f 
later told tho Times, will h 
phone service to the area,

Corp., which serves most 
rus County, or by some 
means.

Ings Chamber of'Commerce dillon to ScrewVare L^A 
alto; Robert Hyde, <h. t.w, vtee Sen, and 

S's*rlekRnr';„7«a"ar ’n"'ma D'“'aw- 
rd v S“rola7 and Feaaurcr.
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DETERMINED GROUP
FORMS CIVIC CLUB
IN OZELLO , 

/fa/. /g~4S
by Thelma Doug",u

• After two uns

SX by %r1vXrL c.ub
cfv'icCluMnln-proIltorganUa- “yd.formuli
Hw'. .civic problems ?“’■» ?’>" Club. •
discussed ’ami It was a

, | club house was lo be oa

■ ■■■ -■.'-js-T.- • -■>•

HIM |>lUjCua»f a a -~

urday the officers and board 
members, a few residents and 
several teen-agers partially 
cleared the large and well selec­
ted lot donated to the club by 

, n.,.Mw P’M* Waterman. A picnic lunch 

Ss* ShS== 
-------D .... held 

>other meeting and formulated 
id approved the By7Laws of the 

me worn vivic club. ' It WHS IU1-
narnrd n anlpously agreed that the future 
Zont? m“S b°" ■"'°d w“‘or'

• \ This club Is Invitational and 
1. General meeting was held 
Nov. 13 at 2:30 p.m, at the now 
club site. At tills lime the 
President explained to Uie assem­
bly the alms and goals of Uie 
club, and stated Uie club would 
be built ' if it never received 
another member!

The President announced a 
total of 25 now members had 
joined and Uiat several cash dona­
tions , materials and oilier Items 

, .. . had also been received. It was
. ,..4.J....... . agreed Uiat a bulletin board will

'■ -• ’• " 1 be Placed on Oils lot where Uie
....... PL. names of all persons and firms 

making donations may be placed.
, The ground breaking ceremonies 
! will be held Nov. 20, at 8:30 a.m. 

, - A?-- • wiUl Mr- PauI M- Waterman turn-
■>.' " A/ ' Ji! Ing Uie first ground. All members 

■ ; and friends are invited lo attend.

• • ................ “J ’-r ■; -j •

p.......

.....ps • • . ' . 1.
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, Nov. 25. 1965

Fish frit

Donation $1.00

C-»

Wallace i>u*NN'

Waj i

c

1

’ Fish Fry

ATTORNEY AT LAW • » 
tklkthonk eaa-3124 .

g 
01 a 
5

I

OZELLO CIVIC CLUB 

FISH FRY

Saturday, November 27 
Starling at 11:00 a.m.

Fish, Hush Puppies, Swamp Cabbage 
White & Yellow Roe

End of pavomont on SR 494 Ozello

roe.
3 uni- cacii 
raving ful

I

LEGAL-CENTER . IB N. FINE BT.' ' ' 
suite aba I

OCALA-. FLORIDA *

I New?
Secretary of State Tom 

^dams hag announced thei 
chartering of the follow- I 

i .ng corporatlon(s): |
t Ozello, Inc., Crystal'- 
i Uver, Florida (Citrus 
i bounty). Filed November 
! .5, 1965, by Wallace Dunn, 

isquire, Ocala. Purpose: 
o promote community 
ievelopment. Sub­
scribers: Paul M. Water- 

_ nan, Route One, Box 181; 
vfary I. Waterman, Route 
Jne, Box 181; Louis E. 
Vitte, Route One, Box 109; 
ill of Crystal River, i ■ 

'lorida. I

les, chili dinners, and 

ra?? a d°Zen
"Sa“!!!?s“".?,‘l>«l“so • 

's worth ra
" I?Gi °ZelI° CIvIc Club kicks

The Ozello Civic Club, a | &•*«
(vision of Ozello, Inc, are hav- 1 H16 <«el 
ig their benefit fish fry, begin- fror 
ing at 11 a. in. Saturday, at the 

of the clubhouse on the 
•ivuuiudii. The menu includes 
ush puppies, swamp cabbage, 
nd white and yellow roe. The 
ublic is most welcome.

♦ ♦ • ♦ •

imber’s socretary- 
___ ...jert Stricklin, and 
Chamber lioard member E.E. 
(Pappy) Schatz.

Waterman was asked to turn 
im the first shovel of dirt. The 

i developer told those attending 
> that he hoped the construction of 

the clubhouse would mark the 
* '' ;lnnlng of an effort to develop

clubatSgramdbrSkLj?{rlJ0 “"A °r e1™1 mos^Srapcdoafc

SXs. = fl’
Suncoast Springs ChSEl Colml>' Was lakI"e ,orm- 
---------- 1 uiambwol President Sort 

" president Robert .the meeting with tin 
that the people 

" build the bulldlni 
’ tions of —

1 Ozello, Inc., Begins Clubhouse C
Clvl/cfftom^Xtaee «m”»“”U™lh™X'"lU« Ms'?,’7’ 11 ls "°”«1
morntn a5f°’ £aU,orcd Saturda>' of flrc flg,,tInS equipment, the in short order™ b° trlpIcd

^X,ce/!n ‘
SSl™c"oremX

JfT® .d on the club house site, 
near the intersection of the The club is actually a sub- 
uzello Road and the road organization of Ozello, Inc., ex- 
“ H,e Florlda State Way- Plained Mrs. Thelma Deugaw, 
“““ Park near the St. Marlto-s -erotary olhah"’^

lie Civic Club and club- Uiat much of the munfclpai of surfiX 
house, a five year old dream of development of the area will C( 
developer P.N. Waterman, was occur. m
given birth just three weeks President of the organiza- 
ago by twenty-five residents Hon is E.E. Screws who served 
Shi?Hiarea* Th^ iT?odJ?“master’ofceremoniesSatur- 
objectives, as explained by Club day morning. Screws told his 
president, is the construction of audience of nearly fifty that fhn 
die clubhouse, which will serve club’s membership has already
— November 25, 1965 ---------------------- -- ------- ---------

SWAMP CABBAGE I---- - —----- - .—Dec. 2, 1965

tvX o^S,oXC.-"V I
ig their benefit fish fry, begin- fry from mld-mornlng until into I 
ing at II a. in. Saturday, at the ^rternoon many of the nm 
ite of the clubhouse on the “®ms are derived from talking
■znlloroad. The menu Includes J™ tots or str.augers. Man’ ' h,rhF‘“chill dinners, and sets the Ozello fl si fr

«*"W h^M^lhe&ccS.' S~- “

."«toeVs°.rxc“^

II ESSS

fcqtF® I

L
j

I

—______ ______ _________ ] November 25, 1965

'oBTitruAn SX
1 Inc., is basically some 125 acres

n!„ rlS1 ™? wllh lls 10a” from 11 was Waterman who 
Government con- Ozello, Inc„ U:e 150 by 41m n beElwater m n Pti ln'*° brl“e Ircsl1 101 on "hkb the clubhouse,L 1" , - . -------I , n

«aler to Um area from the near- will be built. Watermans™ ““school house, revlvtae Uie. 
est_ source about frve and a on the board ol' dfrellSI > historical heritage or the area, 

miles away. While the organization ‘L“ors or Then beneath Um early morn- 
_! or the area malm use Joining the member. n. “C—n In die contradictory set- 

egroundbroSg^L010 ^b °f &lant m°SS dr3PCd OakS’ sw^rrs'dbns‘oef Sr o?rc ciKr^ ^’or^^^^rE 
shlppol -mio Um area, since Court Francis frS'"1} WatO"™an turned the Urst 
groundwater and the river are Williams, countv ™m™°i &?" slioveirul or dirt and It became 
otlen round to be brackish chairman Clyde Bvnlrl >°? aPParent dial a new and dynamic 
““ScSro^X^^ snXras‘!^r^S “StSffi CUr“S| 

Tbeareaorinlerestorozelto Commerce preside.® .the eX*KS' 

___ H11}1 the people of Ozello would 
build the building through dona­
tions of materials, labor and 

, money , and he promised that 
, .me job would be done in no 

more time than construction of
’ whf*mHar facility by contract 
. where funds were readily avail-

told tlie Chronicle will be tele- 

poration, which serves most of 
meaS County'°r bX someolhw"

ThH aW’presldcnt and Mrs Fiieima Deugaw who serves as ’< 
secretary and treasurer
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The^Louis ' Witte •^-•aTndj'' 
daughter Sandra left for, .. 
Anaheim, Calif. Sunday, i •' 
They will return in 31 / 
weeks. j . .

L..< ..1.

"Salt Water -3* Sunc°Mt sentinel
Z OzelloUzdto Selects Board ■

C' -   | I sPenc Friday with the |rcr UggjJs -<
“ ■■“ -—■ ’•

™ \ l"'olcr com '“S' 
rS'^.^r!F^“rd-0''',L ‘°

»n.— - . : | <;•

the directors will be hold in the 
near future to approved a char- 
ter and by-laws.

‘^ssss^!
'igSSi®!

FZ'......
February visit. Now I;

J^SciStom-the"™'1

J3 nrca residents
- - — -« xjj uvery, ■ t ’ ■

|m«u%piTS,Sr wh,<:h

ganizat'-- —*-■-■
sponsible ior obtaining a cnm
oX"'L7’,Orcpro,"cU“"™' 
other needs in addition to wa.

the ld - ■^subscribers would bc „CCKJ the midst of the ■ — 

£SSS| RS®'™.mated the cost of supplying 25 yirffU L* Eo^rtS, 

Floridian,’--- “>

_____ visit and 1Uted the place 
wasZ ?hW°m""e1 u”“ "'h°l 60 weU that he bought five 
thlnss lor lhe rommuinyMS he returned to

, WUo vd Doucaw,.Those■ f,"h " * °~-
W„S.'°Tthis■ itao 

I J“ Oournoyff, Hal Ben- 
; nett and Bennie^ Richard.; ‘ 
', -JrLer discussion. Rich-

®^/InnUy. ottered a motion that
IS ± J^Ue- He ’jested 

the group follow the dictates of 
the FRA authorities who' has 
control of! 'the.-.money' ,'for 

tlinancing the projects, ' 
’. poInf’ LoUj’'Witte, who

I had been -serving a* chairman,

■_J| ; .................. ........ ’■’“tj..

> ii ’ ..... : :r

• ...w»my ol the erou„ 1
* "> ™"> t° term an or’ ’

"Hoh would bo re- ‘ 
ible for obtaining a com-

?*e110 ■■ This small his r ’
”Xg ?°mmunlty *sn’t he has gon'e Into "a‘juH 
toomfng West C«st ared ’ buslness with hls 
get too far ahead of them ^op.

, The first grocery store nr ‘ e alS0P“ttln« in a 
lhe area. I opened here rhi o ,/'^ Ci'co Service Station, an- •inimumot th^ mlH„ *5*? week 1” other first for Ozello. The

of the up and service station Is expect- ' ’ • ' 
±e ar°aPmen5 ,e.d“ 1" operatlonFhis

Roberts has a married 
daughter and five grand- --- - Texas,

He has employed Mrs. 
Eunice Roll, an Ozello 
resident for the past five --i........ .
years to help out in the 
store.

, ( T*,e ttrst step | turned tv

'S F7lhM v°,hi ■» »cc

November 4, 1965

OzeSSo

comr

f week, 
s. a r 
itive „llv

, came down,to children* In 
!f,ve.bruary On a lives alone.

so well that he bought flv<

hls fish house a t Suwan­
nee.

He moved down right 
away because, as he says, 

, 1 liked Ozello and the 
people who live here”.

Roberts said he had 
n2Yer. seen Ozello until

<■ , >r—-i-........
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Joe Cour- of telephone service to the 

nie Richard, Mrs. Myrtle (minimum of 25 subscrib- ' 
Clifton, P. t* '’'"'■‘r:. ’ -------- ; " 1_________ ;_
and Mrs. Laura Russell.’ i- put a line in the area*'He 

The main bone of con- <’"4J ~ "
■ tention among those pres---------...

se for ’ 
mg was called; -

P7 I . i

ganlzation and told them of the 
need for a charter and by-laws... 
Dunn is donating his time. .

Deugaw stated that they plan 
to apply for a Farmer Home 
Administration loan recently 
made available, to low income* 
families in small'communities, • 
which enables them to borrow 
up to 90 per cent of the cost.. .

Members of the organizing 
committee are in addition to 
Witte, who is president, and 
Deugaw, are Hal Bonnett, Mrs. 
Henry Debusk, ' Mrs.' Myrtle 
Cliston, Louis Revels and a man 
named Nichols, whose first 
name was not available..

Bennie Barnes of Crystal Riv­
er was named vice president 

or_ and Mrs. Deugaw secretary. 
Both were selected from the 
membership at large.

■ Another meeting is scheduled
• Thursday night to Iron out some 

of the problems before the char-
• 1 | ter .is completed.

the 
group seemed to want to 
formv-a n-. organization 
which would be responsi­
ble f ,o r' obtaining a com-. 
munityyhaH, fire pro- 
te'ctlbn.>and other needs in 
addition to'water.

Robert Fallin, district 

residents at Rob- ; Florida Telephone Cor-

Tuesday^October^SG, 1965 Ocajajtar-Banner 9

Ozello Group Seeking ' 
«Needs For'Community ' a

, r,™ wsnm elude a community [lal]| Ilre
protection, ■ telephone service 
police protection, a teenage cen-’ 
ter and other community neces­
sities. -j

Florida Telephone Corporation 
has expressed a. willingness to 
go into Ozello With sei-vice if 28 

__ _ subscribers.'; can be.'obtained.
The . required number has not

ambition of becoming, a munici- -No. outside communications v„, ,.. . exlst jn Ule area, wIlich ls dot_

ted with many weekend homes 
belonging to residents of Tampa, 
St.'Petersburg and other areas, 
in addition to many year round 
residents. ..’

Ocala attorney Wallace Dunn 
met with the group recently to

reiuctantiy"arDotS0n I'

J°b Win last 1 saVs the ■ 
months to ! rorn eight - ' 

•whichhe wiu^ after /.

and his wifp ,esident. /

’■—■——j .' ■ tl

By LUCY WARE
Star-Banner Staff Writer '

OZELLO — A group of citi­
zens are seeking to form a non­
profit organization here for the 
betterment of the entire Ozello 
area. '

They are spearheaded by Les 
Deugaw and Louis Witte,, both 
residents of Ozello. . —.-------— ..u.

Deugaw said the group has no y^'been reached.

pality, but merely seeks to ob­
tain some of the many things 
needed for the area.

The group’s- first goal is wa- 
■ ter, fresh water, of which they 
have none except that which 
residents haul from Inland 
areas.

Other aims of the group in-1 discuss the formation of the

" ........
■' - 1'7 -jr.-.miv-.--.:■?• -

r . ■: i -

i Qzello News •
Ozello-.-The first step The majority of 

toward obtaining fresh 
water for this "saltwater 

■' community" was taken 
here last week at a meet­
ing which at times was 
hectic. ;

An organizing board of 
. directors was elected 
from the gathering of 93 | commercial mantfg’er for 
area residents at Rob- i Florida . Telephone Cor- 
erL® Grocery. ■ poration had been invited

Those elected were E. to discuss the possibility 
A. Turner, J— •
noyer, Les- Deugaw, Ben- larea. He told the group a 
nie Richard, Mrs. Myrtle lr ' ' ~ ___
Clifton, P. M. Waterman, i ers would be necessary to 
and N/frc T Aura Diicnnll '. nnf a I4*>» 4 —  - 

said all. the Ozello area i •'! 
would be included in the .f 

ent seemed to be the pur- ' plan. • ■ : . .'J
ma wL° caned11 themeet* ' FalUn estimated' the . X 
mg was called. ■w, • cost... 0 f suppIying 25 '
„Repr®sentatlv®s °f-the 1 homes at approximately 
Farm Ho me. AuthorityT $50 non " -' ' ....-‘r-;

2°Ught(|hf " additional rec 
meetlng had been called quests for tel hones . . ’■ 
for the single purpose of came in at the meeting, | '

--------^7 r
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hfarev 
| enlis'

4

   ——J

by Mae Witte 
Mr. a nd

U. S.
and left Wed. 

for Paris Island, 
/here he will take 
s of boot training, 
he son of Mr. and 
'rank De Lade of 
issa.
and Mrs. S. J. 
k Mrs. Vedia Wall 

home from a 6 
vacation. They 

Niagara Falls and 
week with Joyce 

Vedia's daughter) 
on, O.jThey trav- 
to Indianapolis, 

ere thdy spent a 
with a nephew. The

Tlmei stall Wrller
OZELLO — A federal loan 

of $262,000 to expand the Ozel- 
lo water system has been ap­
proved by the Farmers Home 

, the office of 
U.S. Rep. Bill D. Gunter an­
nounced Thursday.

The Ioan made to the Ozello 
 " , car-

Boot Car. ries a 5 per cent interest rate, 
graduate!
River Hi;

Ozello OK’s Water Plan
by Mae Witte treasurer; Mrs. C. C.

The property owners of 
Ozello have accepted the 
preliminary engineering 
report for a water sys­
tem. They have formed a 
new committee which met 
July 13 at Mrs. Myrtle 
Clifton’s.

Plans were formulated 
to organize Ozello Water 
Association. Those serv­
ing on the committee are: 
M1‘. Lester Deugaw, 
chairman; Mrs. Jean 
Bitt Inger, secretary-

VYCCA witn a nepnew. ine 
trio thenvisitedwith Mrs. 
Harry Evans in Rich­
mond, Mo. and traveled 
on to Gladewater, Tex. to 
stay a few days with 
Vedia’s son, Stanley Wall, 
stopping along the way to 
see the many attractions* 
the 1 a s t stop being at 
their home in Glenwood, 
Ga. where they stayed for 
a week and half visiting 
brothers and sisters, then 
returned to Crystal 
River. Everyone had a 
wonderful time.

Mr. Freddie Morgan 
was a guest of Mr. and 

Witte and 
athe daughter, Sandy for 

hfareweli dinner. Freddie 
||enlisted in the 

s

treasurer;
Russel, Mrs. Myrtle Clif­
ton, Mr. P. M. Waterman, 
Mr. John Green, Mr. S. J. 
Mlles, Mr. Ronnie Green 
and Mr. E. A. Turner.

Mr. Deugaw stated he 
was very well pleased 
with the cooperation of 
everyone. The next meet­
ing will be held July 20, i 
to go over the charter and i
by-laws. When accepted 1
by the committee, they 
will be signed and for­
warded for approval to the

- Secretary of State, Tom 
| Adams.

Ozello Water Unit
Given Federal Loan‘d

The funds will be used to 
extend water lines and to 
build another water storage 
tank. The number of custom­
ers served by the water sys­
tem would be increased from 
287 to 619.

The water association is a 
non-profit community associa­
tion formed to own and oper­
ate a water system system in 
the Ozello area of western Cit­
rus County.

Ozello
month of July: Mrs. 

Mrs. Noah Dorothy Caulk, Cheryl 
Charles Brannen Jr. and Calhoun, Mrs. Jean Me 
children from Orlando Clanthan, Mr. Carl 
and Mr. and Mrs. R. H, Ayers, Mr. Wm. Tarella, 
Brannen & children from Ronny Gibson, Mr. Bennie 
St. Petersburg visited J. Ri Chard & Mr. Mark- 
with their parents, Mr. & ham Howell. 
Mrs. Noah Brannen on 
Sun.

"Happy Birthday" to Mrs. Louis 
the following for

IN SER' 
Franklii 
Mr. and 
Lade of 
listed fo 
U. S. M Administration, 
left Julj 
Island, S _  
Will taki water Association Inc.,

and must be repaid over 40 
years.

class of ‘Ob.
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The newly tonned board ot directors tor U» 
.iin \i7rktAa> Aeenrinllnn nrn. front rrttv •**»
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Les Degaw and jr-™--1

XoX-v

-iOzelloans Accept Water Plan: F.o L,'..:pJ...,...L 
i Next Step Is? Incorporation k-’ -i. -i-- ■•,;-i

' 1SB®? Mrre&nnn^- '? '

-r --T^n:n5dfc,B.M.Walc^r w»s—e■ • T-nr s FOOn'TO'OnO
•v -:•:-n^i AS£xrf.rF=eLs
-r-:qi^r:jg r^al“ «*« firW'TTWlOimFiH

rf.ir^frjr-'Jt J to ° Turner, —y^^^^^7^CTrniTnr^-ran3sococ=gg^.^pf1pT^

;r'< • ■.-■■'■■ '■■',■ m^//3 „•

HBT dd,, 
Bw 
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nr^n1 
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Oxello Water Board
B. M. Waterman and S. J. Waterman

Ozcllo Water Association are front row


