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MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1991
CITRUS COUNTY EDITION — St. Petersburg, Fla.

A mar®W
©■ff ©anroingj

Weather
Mostly sunny. High in the 
mid-80s. Details, 2B

Bt^etersburg Simes

You could call it a labor of love, 
honor, or respect. Saturday, 
some 50 descendants of Citrus 
County’s most prominent 
families — including Marjorie 
Zellner Robinson of Lakeland — 
gathered at the Dampier family 
cemetery in Inverness to clear 
trash, rake leaves, prune shrubs 
. . . and remember.

Story below
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James and Elizabeth had the following known children:

James HOBKIRK, born 3 April 1836, in Florida

Fannie HOBKIRK, born about 1840

David HOBKIRK, born about 1842

Laura HOBKIRK, born about 1843

Family Trees Index of Names

James HOBKIRK (PageB31 l.html)

James HOBKIRK
—-

James HOBKIRK married Elizabeth BEARDEN/BAISDEN in 1833, in Duval County, Florida. 
Unfortunately, James, who married Elizabeth, seems to have disappeared after 1844 and 
Elizabeth remarries to a John G. Dampier, Dampeer, or Dampyer.

It is possible that James' ancestors may have been in the South Carolina area, prior to arriving 
in Florida.
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Page 1 of 2JamesHobkirk(PageB3 111)

JAMES HOBKIRK AND
VIRGINIA L. BRINSON

James HOBKIRK was the son of James HOBKIRK and Elizabeth BEARDEN/BAISDEN

James Cuthbert HOBKIRK, bom\3 October 1880 and died 05 December 1880.

Lillie HOBKIRK, bom 14 November 1881 and died December 1881.

Allen Lucius HOBKIRK, bom 9/November 1882 and died 15 March 1943.

Ethel Estelle HOBKIRK, bom 2 September 1897. Ethel had two children and died 24 July 1990.

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111 .html 7/23/2002
k I

James D. HOBKIRK married Martha(Mattie) Lee HALL on 15 July 1901. Mattie died on 12 August 
1901.

Vida Lavina HOBKIRK, born/19 April 1885. Vida had 5 children and died 28 May 1969.

zp James D. HOBKIRK, bom 30 June 1887. James had one child and died 14 February 1924.

Gertrude HOBKIRK, bom 8 October 1889. Gertrude had three children and died in October 1969.

James HOBKIRK later married Lucy V J BRINSON, who was bom in 1853 and died in Nevember 
1894. There were no children from the second marriage.

James HOBKIRK married a third time, to Fannie Brinson. There are no known children from this 
union. \z

3 ) James D. HOBKIRK was bom 6 February 18.61- at Citra, Marion County, Florida, the only known 
child of James HOBKIRK and Virginia L. BRINSON.
James D. HOBKIRK married May HALL on 10 July 1879 at Citra, Marion County, Florida. May 
HALL was bom 2 October 1864 and died 28 January 1901, shortly after giving birth.
James D. HOBKIRK and May HALL had the following children, all bom at Citra, Marion County, 
Florida: \

James HOBKIRK was bom on 3 April 1836, in either Duval County, Florida or Citra, Marion • 
County, Florida
It is believed that James served in the Civil War and possibly the Seminole Indian Wars over the 
Florida Territory.

James HOBKIRK married Virginia L. BRINSON in Circa, Florida on 6 November 1858. Virginia 
was bom on 30 October 1842 and died 30 December 1890- There is one known child:, James D. 
HOBKIRK, from this union.--

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111


JamesHobkirk(PageB3 111) Page 2 of2

James D. HOBKIRK married Amanda PRESSLEY on 27 December 1901.

Ardis HOBKIRK, bom 18 November 1904. Ardis served in WWII and died in February 1976.

James D. HOBKIRK married Effie D. POWELL on 23 August 1908.

Home Family Trees Index of Names

This page last updated on September 19, 2001

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111 .html 7/23/2002

James D. HOBKIRK married Estella ROBERTSON on 19 January 1912. Estella was bom 20 March 
1889 and died 15 December 1973. James D. HOBKIRK and Estrella ROBERTSON had 5 children.

James D. HOBKIRK married Bessie LANIER on November 19, 1906. Bessie and James had a 
daughter bom on October 1909.

James D. HOBKIRK married Lillie F. WALDRON on 9 March 1904. Lillie died 16 December 1906.
James D. HOBKIRK and Lillie F. WALDRON one child:

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111
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FAMILY AND OTHERS ATTENDING WERE:
SYLVIA ZELLNER

FLORAL CITY, FL .FL.

GENROSE D. PLUMB (DAMPIER)
CLEARWATER, FL .

BOB DUNAWAY

30434 ORLANDO, FL .GA .

CCHS MEMBERS PRESENT AS GUESTS

JAMES A.
LORI LEE

CLAYTON, GA

32903

32425

KITTY MORSKI 
c/o VALAGAS (ABOVE)

KYLE DAMPIER
SAME AS ABOVE

JANET DAMPIER 
SAME AS ABOVE

GLADYS DAMPIER (JOHN'S WIFE) 
P.O. BOX 924 
LOUISVILLE,

IDA WYNGARDEN (DAMPIER) 
1655 S. HIGHLAND AVE. 
CLEARWATER, FL. 34616

DAMPIER FAMILY GET-TO-GETHER 
ON THE GROUNDS OF THE DAMPIER 
INVERNESS, FL.

MARY AND JAY VALAGAS 
117 LAKE WELDONA DR. 
ORLANDO, FL. 32806

LOUISE BLACKMAN ( JOHNSON -DEWEY) 
100 SUNRISE AVENUE
APEX, N.C. 27502

M.L. DUNBAR
303 S. RAVEN TERRACE 
INVERNESS, FL 34450

RANDY AND VONDA DUNBAR 
367 BAHAMA DRIVE 
INDATLANTIC, FL.

REV. JAMES A. HOGE - PRESIDENT 
DALE HUGHES - TREASURER 
FLORENCE HUGHES - DOCENT CHAIRMAN 
JEAN WONGREY - ACQUISITIONS 
PAULINE LANSDEN-CORRESP. SEC.

WANDA HOPE 
118 GLEN RIDGE AVENUE 
TEMPLE TERRACE, FL. 33617

GRACE DUNBAR 
5916 EUSTICE 
TAMPA, FL. 33604

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8TH. 1994
CEMETERY ON US 41 SOUTH OF

BILL AND TRISH MORRELL 
P.O. BOX 961 
BONIFAY, FL.
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Search Results Provided By The No. 1 Source far Family History Online

Database: Florida Land Records

iSequence #:GAINESVILLE

160.12Total Acres:Document Number: 5126

YesSignature:Misc. Doc. Nr.: 815

November 15, 1888Issue Date:Canceled Document: No

Metes and Bounds: NoMineral Rights Reserved: No

12 Stat. 392Statutory Reference:Survey Date:

May 20, 1862Act or Treaty:Multiple Wa ran tee Names: No

Homestead Entry OriginalEntry Classification:Multiple Patentee Names: No

Section #Fractional SectionBlock #
18 S 34Tallahassee No1
18 S 20 E 27SESE Tallahassee No2
18 S 20 E 26Tallahassee NoSWSW3

<< Return to Results Screen

i+'U-ta-

4- \

I

July 21, 2002 
9:13 PM

Legal Land Description:
Base Line

Viewing records 1-1 of 1
DAMPIER, WILLIAM T

Land Office:

Township Range
20 E

Aliquot Parts 
E'/zNE
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SEARCH

Surname

DAMPIER John H.A06175

A12787

Janie Franzot Citrus Co 1908A02570

Florida Memory | FL Photo Collection | Online Classroom | Highlights of Florida | Collections | Timeline

Bureau of Archives & Records Management | Division of Library & Information Services | Department of State

Service
Unit

Application County 
and Year

Florida Department of State-Division of Library & information Services-Bureau of Archives & Records Management- 500 S. Bronough St- Tallahassee, FL- 32399-
850.245.6700- Disclaimer

See
A04472
See
A11335
See
A02570

Highlights 
•to Florida
Hilary

Application 
Number

Collections : Pensions
12 record(s) matching your search criteria were found.

Given 
Names

 DAMPIER Stephens

A07934 L-" Z”D AMPLER William T.

£_D AMPLER William T. 1 st Bttn Spc 
Cav

<< previous jump to page: 1 | 2

Collections Home | Search Pensions | Contact Us

„ c Wife"s Reference _T Name

Florida



Timeline
■/.i

111
SEARCH

Reference Wife"s NameSurname

Madison Co 1907DAMPIER Chappell M. GeorgiaA03682

HAGUE

Elizabeth Madue Alachua Co 1898A11335 DAMPIER Stephens

API137 Clay Co 1888ROEBUCK James H.

A08110 DAMPIER G.W.L.

DAMPIER George W.L.A04984

Florida Memory | FL Photo Collection | Online Classroom | Highlights of Florida | Collections | Timeline

Bureau of Archives & Records Management | Division of Library & Information Services | Department of State

Application 
Number

Online 
i.Classmmi

Paunchater 
Dampier

Application County 
and Year

Columbia Co 1904
Alachua Co 1903

'Florida Department of State-Division of Library & Information Services-Bureau of Archives & Records Management- 500 S. Bronough St.- Tallahassee, FL- 32399-
' 850.245.6700- Disclaimer

See 
A10142
See
A10142

next »

A10142
A04472
A01365

CMtuztions

Susan
Humphreys
Martha Hodge 
Emma Porter
Martha Dampier Alachua Co 1901

12 record(s) matching your search criteria were found.
Given Service
Names Unit

jump to page: 1 | 2

Collections Home | Search Pensions | Contact Us

DAMPIER George W.L. Georgia
DAMPIER John H. Georgia

John Renton 7th Regt Inf
2nd Regt 
Cav
2nd Regt 
Cav

Florida
Photographic ,
Collection '

Hjwry

Collections : Pensions

Highlights 
to Honda 
thstoiy



Return to Message

I

Boards > Surnames > Dampier
URL: http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?
htx=message&r=an&p=sumames.dampier&m=9.26.41.46.50.53.54.57

Subject: William Dampier
Author: Colleen Jones
Date: 05 May 2001 7:54 AM GMT
Email: coHeenljones@hotmail.corn _____________
Tracy:
Yes my line spell it DAMPIER
My husbands line Robert William Jones.Well that is a story for another day.lf you want to 
know e-mail me colleenljones@hotmail.com.
Robert his mother Clara Jane Mogg b. May 15 1918,Bretha Jane Dampier b July 15 1899 
Francis Dampier b. May 10 1856,Joseph Dampier,Samuel Dampier,William Dampier b. 1740 
and Stephen Dampier b 1715
Dose that help?
Colleen

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec
mailto:colleenljones@hotmail.com


(jenForm
Barry MichiePosted By:

miahxe@f linthxlls . comEmail:

Re: William T. Dampier-FlaSubject:

June 30, 2001 at 16:07:49Post Date:

Message URL: http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/252.html

Forum:

Forum URL:

Louise:

My ancestor Samuel Burton Dampier - distant cousin of William T. - was also a CSA veteran from Alachua 
County.

I am not working on William T. Dampier, although he is in my data base. I am interested in-so-far as I am 
interested in all Dampiers.

Dampier Family Genealogy Forum 

http ://genforum. genealogy. com/ dampier/

-I find it of value to post as much information on websites as possible. Would this be something to post either 
/ here or on the Dampier Rootsweb page so it is in the archives?

http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/252.html


Louise IveyPosted By:

bivey^erols . comEmail:

William T. Dampier-FlaSubject:
r

Post Date: May 18,2001 at 10:56:30

Message URL: http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/243.html

Forum: Dampier Family Genealogy Forum

http ://genforum. genealogy. com/ dampier/Forum URL:

Anyone working on William T. Dampier-b 1847 in Alachua Co. FL, served in Confederate Army and married 
Janie Franzot, Citrus Co. Fl, please contact me as I have a file you may be interest in.
Louise bivey@erols.com

http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/243.html
mailto:bivey@erols.com


Graham JonesPosted By:

graham.carol@starpower.comEmail:

looking for help with another nameSubject:

Post Date:

Forum:

Forum URL:

Well, here I am again! I'm still searching for Jones information...don't stop readinglMy Father was John Alfred

Dampier Family Genealogy Forum 

http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/

August 16, 2000 at 16:00:51

Message URL: http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/164.html

Jones, son of Elbert Zedikiah Jones, Sr. and Margaret Penelope DAMPIER Jones. Elbert was the son of James 
Alfred Jones and Sarah Patience Rawls. I'm looking for the Father/parents of James! I have been told they were 
Simeon/Simon Jones and Nancy/Mary Driggers, but I can't find either of those names together. James Alfred 
was bom in Bulloch County, Ga. 22 Feb 1832. Now we know that a lot of Florida was settled by a lot of folks 
from Georgia and they more than likely rode south together. Someone somewhere has to have this info and I 
can't get....aaaahhhhhhchit out of the Joneses!!
Love and Peace
"Graham

J

mailto:graham.carol@starpower.com
http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/
http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/messages/164.html


Return to Message

Boards > Surnames > Jones
URL: http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=sumames.jones&m=2246

Subject: Simon Jones and Mary Driggers
Author: Graham Jones
Date: 04 Mar 2000 3:23 PM GMT
Email: graham.carol@erols.com__________________________
Looking for more info on Simon and Mary. Their son was James Alfred Jones, b.Bulloch Co 
Ga, 1832, m Sarah Patience Rawls. Their son was Elbert Zedikiah Jones, b. 1878, m.
Margarte P. Dampier. Their son was John Alfred Jones, b.1907, m Margarette T Hardy.
Their son was me! Looking for relatives and information. Please contact me at 
graham.carol@erols.com

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=sumames.jones&m=2246
mailto:graham.carol@erols.com
mailto:graham.carol@erols.com


Return to Message

I

Boards > Localities > North America > United
States > States > Florida > Counties > Alachua
URL: http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?
htx=message&r=rw&p=localities.northam.usa.states.florida.counties.alachua&m=177.166

Subject: Jones /Dampier/Cox
Author: Laverne Tomow
Date: 08 Dec 1999 12:00 PM GMT
Email: laverne.tornow@angelfire.com_____________________
I might be able to help you out with the Dampier part of your query. I will have to go home 
and check out Sparkman family file. One of my mothers great great aunts married a 
Dampier and both the Dampier's you mentioned being in that family. Theyare descended 
form William S. Sparkman whose family settled in Fl in the early 1800's. There were several 
branches of this family that settled in the Marion/Alachua Co., area. I will e-mail you with the 
information as well as a user name and password for the Garrett-Sparkman-Hammock 
family website at www.myfamily.com 
Laverne Hammock Tomow

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec
mailto:laverne.tornow@angelfire.com
http://www.myfamily.com


Return to Message

J

Subject: Joneses/FI/NC
Author: Graham Jones
Date: 23 Dec 1999 3:48 PM GMT
Email: graham, carol@erols.com
Am in search of info on Elbert Zedekiah Jones, 
his sons EZ Jones, Jr,, and John Alfred Jones.
The boys were bom in Lakeland, Fl 1901-1907. At some point, the boys went to North 
Carolina. EZ was in radio broadcasting and my Dad, John, was a policeman. I'm trying to 
run a history on the Jones side of the house and one would think it pretty easy, huh? 
Anything, anything at all would be appreciated.
Thanx

Boards > Surnames > Jones
URL: http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=sumames.jones&m-1103

mailto:carol@erols.com
http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?htx=message&r=rw&p=sumames.jones&m-1103


Return to Message

/

Boards > Localities > North America > United
States > States > Florida > Counties > Alachua
URL: http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec?
htx=message&r=rw&p=localities.northam.usa. states, florida. counties. alachua&m=177

Subject: Jones/Dampier/Cox
Author: Graham Jones
Date: 07 Dec 1999 12:00 PM GMT
Email: graham.carol@erols.com__________________________
Am looking for more info on James Alfred Jones, married to Josephann Elizabeth Lee Cox; 
Mary Catherine Cox Dampier m. John Goldwire Dampier; Elbert Zediakiah Jones m. 
Margaret Penelope Dampier. All this was done in and around Lakeland and Alachua 
County.
Thanx,
Graham Jones

http://boards.ancestry.com/mbexec
mailto:graham.carol@erols.com


(jeaFortiw
Graham JonesPosted By:

graham.carol@erols.comEmail:

Forum URL:

J

Re: Dampier Surname

November 29, 1999 at 16:36:48
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Subject:

Post Date:

Message URL: http://genforum.genealogy.eom/dampier/messages/l 13.html

Forum: Dampier Family Genealogy Forum

http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/
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Thanks a million, Suzanne!!! Looks likelw.lhad more than one wife tho! Let's see, how do I fit in my 
paternal Grandmother, Margaret Penelope Dampier Jones,b. July 26, 1882, Alachua Co Fl was the daugtoof^- 
John Goldwire and Mary Cox Dampier. My info, with the exception of what you provtded me stops aQ> and 
MS^MlFgaret P.Dampier m. Elbert Zediakiah Jones, Sr.and gave birth to my Father,John Alfred Jones,LSep 
21 1907 My Grandmother Maggie P. told me of my G?Grandfather dampier, the pirate, when I was only . 
read a biog on him which implied that he had a brother and wife, but probably had no children. I assumed at that 
point he was a G?Uncle. Would really like to find out what, if any relation he is. Now, are you a cousin I didnt 
know about?

mailto:graham.carol@erols.com
http://genforum.genealogy.eom/dampier/messages/l
http://genforum.genealogy.com/dampier/
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Graham - John Goldwire Dampier was b. 29 March 1820 in Screven Co. GA, son of James Dampier and Martha 
Seville. He m. Elizabeth Bearden Hobkirk 18 June 1845 in Alachua Co. FL. How do you fit into this line of the 
family? Suzanne uzsemc@ameritech.net
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F.M.DAMP1ERM 
jlK AT 90 AFTER

TWO YEAR ILLNESS

■ ill about two years ago. At that time 
he left Inverness to make his home 

[with Mrs. Pease.
I The story of his life is almost the 
story of Citrus county. Mr. Dampier 
laid out the Town of Inverness and 
gave it its first name of Tompkins'i 
ville. He so named it in honor of 
a brother -in-law, Alf Tompkins.

Mr. Dampier was born near Gain­
esville, the son of John G. Dampier 

'and Elizabeth Hobkirk Dampier. Fol­
lowing John Dampier’s death, Mrs. 

; Dampier moved her family to Le- 
i canto to escape harassment of In- 
' dians and carpetbaggers in the Gain­
esville area.

Later the family moved to the 
•area later to -be known as Inverness.
When F- M. Dampier, Sr., had grown 

. to manhood he was a leader in the 
I successful movement to create Citrus 
1 county which earlier was a part of 
1 Hernando county.
' He and other settlers saw to it 
that Inverness was the county seat

I by moving the courthouse here from 
(Mansfield. He carried on a success­
ful mercantile business for many 

| years,. He was one of the original 
chain "store men with stores in In­
verness, two in Holder and six com-! 
missaries at phosphate mines.

Mr. Dampier was a member of 
Citrus Lodge No. 118, F. & A. M. 
and was a trustee of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church.

He is survived by three daughters, 
Mrs. Pease, Mrs. R. M. Selvidge, of 
Tampa, and Mrs- Grace Dunaway, of 
Inverness; two sons, F. M. Dampier, 
Jr., and E. G. Dampier, both, of In­
verness, and 12 grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at 2 
p.m. Wednesday at the First Baptist 
church with Rev. Thomas G. Mitchell 
and Rev. W. M. Pinson officiating.

| Pallbears were Bill Dampier, Dr- 
1 Ulma Dunbar, Millen Dunbar, Rahea 
I Selvidge, Bob Plumb and Lloyd Wyn­
garden. Honorary bearers were G. I. 
Singleton, Judge E. C. May, A. S. 
King, Jim Priest, J. K. Kelly and 
Jim Stephens. Burial was in Dampier 
cemetery.

Porter Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements.

of his daughter, Mrs. M. M. Pease 
in Tampa-

Living in retirement for a good 
I many years, Mr. Dampier was taken

| Francis Marion Dampier, Sr., one 
i of the best known pioneer residents 
I of Citrus county, died at the age of 
| 90 Monday afternoon at the residence



2 April 1985

THE DAMPIER HOUSE AND ITS BUILDER

Today this building has

Across 
built a store.

CITKUS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCWTY
Room 102, Ths Old Courthovss 

Courthouse Square 
Invarntaa, Aortda 32580 
(904) 726-8500 Ext. 541

Mr. Dampier can be called one of the first’chain store” operators 
since he opened a store in Holder (12 miles north); later he added 
another store there and six commissaries at the phosphate mines (each 
mine had a "convenience store" in those days). He ran the stores until 
about 1922,while farming 150 acres and tending a citrus grove at the 
same time.

exf, he in-law.
This

and naming it Tompkinsville after A. D. "Uncle Alf" Tompkins, only surveyed Tompkinsville but planted the big oaks which once lined 
Hain Street.

The house bordered by the streets of Bay, Line, and Dampier was 
built by Francis Marion Dampier, Sr. in 1880. It was the first in 
this part of the country to be built of sawed lumber. Dassler, Sr. 
married Hrs. Ida May Spivey Sinclair in 1885 and all five of their 
children were born in the same room of this house.

Hr. Dampier was born in 1859 on a plantation run by slave labor 
at Fort McCoy, now in Marion County. After his father died of a Civil War wound in 1864, his mother brought the four children by 
horseback to Lecanto, which was virtually uninhabited at the time. A bad drought was reason enough for Mrs. Dampier to move the family 
here to Lake Tsala Apopka. Although Francis Dampier's formal educa­
tion never exceeded sixth grade, he became a successful businessman 
and an excellent mathematician.

In his late teens., Dampier started one of the first sawmills in 
the state; it was at the foot Of Line Street on Lake Morrison. It is 
claimed that in the beginning. Dampier owned much, if not all of what 
is now the city of Inverness. He is credited for laying out the town 
and namina it Tompkinsville after A. D. "Uncle Alf" Tompkins. He not

He owned a third interest in the Florida Orange Canal and Transit 
Co., which had extensive holding in the state, including a large part, 
of Dade County (Miami). He was one of the founders of the Citrus

the street from this home which he built for himself 
The lot had been given to him by his brother-!..

"Uncle Alf" and so. Dampier became the first merchant in town. ' 
first store in Tompkinsville was moved to Hain Street and about 1907 
it became the Orange Hotel. About the time of World War I, Dampier 
sold the building to a hotel syndicate from New York. The original 
store was again moved and made a part of the second and third floors 
of the Colonial (formerly Orange) Hotel, 
been incorporated into the Crown Hotel!



P,S. Recent information, yet unverified, has come to light that the 
back portion of house (one-story part) was an old school which was 
moved to Inverness from Floral City.

Mrs. Dampier died in 1917 and Mr. Dampier died in 1949, at the 
age of 90, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Peas in Tampa. A eulogy 
to Dampier said, "His good influence as an active citizen for more 
than 60 years will be felt by generations to come." The Dampiers 
are buried in the small cemetery by their name on Hwy 41 at the south 
edge of Inverness.

County Bank (a director until it failed in 1929); served as County 
Treasurer and held other public offices including those of Mayor, 
City Councilman and Police Chief.

Dampier is one of the leaders in the successful movement to 
create Citrus County from Hernando in 1887. He was a Mason, Woodman 
of the World, Knights of Pythias, and a trustee of Cumberland Presby­
terian Church.
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THE DAMPIER HOUSE AND ITS BUILDER
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built a store.
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Mr. Dampier can be called one of the first’chain store" operators 
since he opened a store in Holder (12 miles north); later he added 
another store there and six commissaries at the phosphate mines (each 
mine had a "convenience store" in those days) • He ran the stores until 
about 1922,while farming 150 acres and tending a citrus grove at the 
same time.

The house bordered by the streets of Bay, Line, and Dampier was 
built by Francis Marion Dampier, Sr. in 1880. It was the first in 
this part of the country to be built of sawed lumber. Dampier, Sr. 
married Mrs. Ida May Spivey Sinclair in 1885 and all five of their 
children were born in the same room of this house.

Mr. Dampier was born in 1859 on a plantation run by slave labor 
at Fort McCoy, now in Marion County. After his father died of a 
Civil War wound in 1864, his mother brought the four children by 
horseback to Lecanto, which was virtually uninhabited at the time. 
A bad drought was reason enough for Mrs. Dampier to move the family 
here to Lake Tsala Apopka. Although Francis Dampier’s formal educa­
tion never exceeded sixth grade, he became a successful businessman 
and an excellent mathematician.

He owned a third interest in the Florida Orange Canal and Transit 
Co., which had extensive holding in the state, including a large part 
of Dade County (Miami) . He was one of the founders of the Citrus

In his late teens., Dampier started one of the first sawmills in 
the state; it was at the foot Of Line Street on Lake Morrison. It is 
claimed that in the beginning. Dampier owned much, if not all of what is now the city of Inverness. He is credited for laying out the town 
and naming it Tompkinsville after A. D. "Uncle Alf" Tompkins. He not 
only surveyed Tompkinsville but planted the big oaks which once lined 
Main Street.

the street from this home which he built for himself, he 
The lot had been given to him by his brother-in-law, 

"Uncle Alf" and so. Dampier became the first merchant in town. “ 
first store in Tompkinsville was moved to Main Street and about 1907 
it became the Orange Hotel. About the time of World War I, Dampier 
sold the building to a hotel syndicate from New York. The original 
store was again moved and made a part of the second and third floors 
of the Colonial (formerly Orange) Hotel, 
been incorporated into the Crown Hotel!



Recent information, yet unverified, has come to light that the

  

County Bank (a director until it failed in 1929); served as County 
Treasurer and held other public offices including those of Mayor, 
City Councilman and Police Chief.

P.S. 1 , „   
back portion of house (one-story part) was an old school which was moved to Inverness from Floral City.

Dampier is one of the leaders in the successful movement to 
create Citrus County from Hernando in 18B7. He was a Mason, Woodman 
of the World, Knights of Pythias, and a trustee of Cumberland Presby­
terian Church.

Mrs. Dampier died in 1917 and Mr. Dampier died in 1949, at the 
age of 90, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Peas in Tampa. A eulogy 
to Danpier said, *His good Influence as an active citizen for more 
than 60 years will be felt by generations to come." The Dampiers 
are buried in the small cemetery by their name on Hwy 41 at the south 
edge of Inverness.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
CROWN HOTEL AND INVERNESS

Wje fflrofon ^Hertel

109 NORTH SEMINOLE AVENUE 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 32650 
TELEPHONE (904) 344-5555

third floor was added...to the bottom!
The Orange Hotel survived the depression of 
the 20’s and 30’s and was eventually sold in 
1959 and renamed The Colonial Hotel.
Epicure Investments acquired the hotel in 1980. 
The building was in a very bad state of repair 
and probably would not have lasted many years 
longer.
The extensive rehabilitation program took eigh­
teen months. Everything from underground 
plumbing to reroofing has been carefully 
completed. The interior of the building has been 
remodeled and restored and all furnishings and 
fittings chosen with care to create a warm 
friendly atmosphere. There can not be too many 
small hotels that have had so much attention 

paid to a rehabilitation project.

The Crown Hotel has had 
an interesting history— 

beginning nearly a century 
ago as a one-story General 

Store, moving twice and 
acquiring two extra floors, 

one on the top and one 
on the bottom.

Inverness is a charming 
small Florida town. We have 

an abundance of beautiful lakes 
and waterways and naturally boating 

and fishing are excellent. The surrounding 
countryside is still unspoiled and such a pleas­
ant contrast to the big cities. Inverness has a 
Recreation Park where for a small charge, 
Tennis and Raquetball are available. Golfers 
are well catered for at local clubs.

We are approximately I'A hours from Disney- 
world, SeaWorld, and all the major tourist 
attractions. Other superb attractions such as 
Silver Springs, Homosassa Springs, Weeki 
Wachee, and many others are even nearer. The 
Gulf of Mexico is only 20 miles away.
Inverness is growing as a community and as a 
center for tourists to Central Florida. We hope 
that The Crown will continue to provide a 
memorable impression for our valued 
customers.

There is evidence that the first Indians came to 
the area, particularly around Crystal River, 
about 500 B.C. When the Spanish arrived in the 
area, the Spanish found the Indians hostile and 
this clearly restricted the settlement of the area. 
An early event of local interest took place at 
nearby Fort Cooper and occurred during the 
Second Seminole Indian War of 1835-1842. The 
incident has been well documented and we 
reproduce the facts by kind permission of Mr. 
John H. Eden.
Osceola was the most famous and feared of the 
Seminole War Chiefs. His bravery and battle­
field tactics were exceptional. He was ably 
supported by other Seminole warriors led by 
Chiefs: Alligator, Jumper, Micanopy, Halleck 
Tustenuggee, and Tiger Tail. Another 
Chief, Emathia had argued with 
Osceola about the confrontation 
with Federal Forces, and 
during a fight, Osceola 
stabbed Emathia to death.
Many of the place names 
in Citrus County are 
derivatives of Indian names, 
for example: Withlacoochee, 
Holathlikaha, Tsala Apopka. 
Inverness was established 
in 1868 and called Tompkinsville 
after the original settler Alf Tompkins (Uncle 
Alf). He recalled that “bears and deers were as 
common as cattle are now.” Uncle Alf s brother- 
in-law, Frank Dampier, opened the first store in 
Inverness on Line Street. This store was later 
moved to Main Street and became The Orange 
Hotel, (which later became The Colonial Hotel 
and now is The Crown Hotel).
Afewyear after Uncle Alffounded Tompkinsvil­
le he sold the town to a firm in Jacksonville, who 
on the inspiration of an expatriate-Scotsman^ 
renamed it Inverness.
About the time of World War I, Frank Dampier 
sold The Orange Hotel to a hotel syndicate from 
New York. In 1925/26 the hotel was split down 
the middle and moved from Main Street toJts 
present location on Seminole Avenuejit was 
during the move that the two-story Orange 
Hotel became the three-story Orange Hotel. The
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Farmer

Laborer

Farmer

M.
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F
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Florida 
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Florida 
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Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Unknown 
Georgia 
Georgia 
Florida 
Florida 
Masachusett 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Georgia 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
North Carol 
Florida
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F 
M 
F 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
F 
M 
F

1850 Census of Alachua County, FL p.17
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Cornelius 
Columbus M. 
Elendur 
Samuel 
Sarah 
Charles 
Priscilla 
Thomas 
Susan 
Prudence F. 
Thomas Jr. 
Mary R. 
Susan H. 
Tapiin 
Elender 
Temple 
Elizabeth 
Sarah A. 
Martha 
Bemben L. 
Jesse 
Joseph 
Amelia 
Joseph A. 
Harriet 
Asa 
Jane 
Asa Jr. 
John E. 
James E. 
Asa H. 
Stephen 
Elizabeth 
James 
Poncheta 
Josaphine 
Rebeca 
Adelin

116 Thomas
116 Thomas
116 Jaraid
117 Thomas
117 Thomas
117 Thomas
117 Thomas
118 Tillis
118 Tillis
118 Tillis
118 Tillis
118 Tillis
118 Tillis
119 Tillis
119 Tillis
119 Tillis
120 Merry
120 Johns
120 Johns
120 Johns
120 Wiggins
121 Tillis
121 Tillis
121 Tillis
121 Tillis
122 Clark
122 Clark
122 Clark
122 Clark
122 Harrison
122 Harrison
123 Dampier
123 Dampier
123 Dampier
123 Dampier
123 Dampier
123 Moore
123 Wiggins

11 
4 
10 
80 
80 
20 
18 
26 
23 
6 
5 
3 
1 
19 
23 
1 
51 
20 
18 
16 
40 
54 
53 
16 
12 
50 
49 
15 
7 
17 
14 
26 
21 
3 
2 
3/12 F 
58 
12

NOTE: This transcription is meant to be a guide only. It is the transcribers interpretation and subject to 
human error. Always refer to the original document (or microfilm) for your own interpretation.
FLGenWeb provides genealogical and historical data to the general public without fee or charge of any kind. 
It is 
intended that this material not be used in a commercial manner.
Abstracted by Jim Powell Jr., ©1998 from the National Archives and Records Administration Federal 
Population
Schedules for the 7th Census of the United States in 1850.
Submitted by Jim Powell Jr., September, 1998. Both above notices must remain when copied or downloaded.
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123 Wiggins
124 Johns
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Sarah 
Isaac 
Nancy A.
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24
25

F
M
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Florida
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Georgia
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James HOBKIRK

James and Elizabeth had the following known children:

James HOBKIRK, born 3 April 1836, in Florida

Fannie HOBKIRK, born about 1840

David HOBKIRK, born about 1842

Laura HOBKIRK, born about 1843

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB311  .html 7/23/2002

It is possible that James' ancestors may have been in the South Carolina area, prior to arriving 
in Florida.

James HOBKIRK married Elizabeth BEARDEN/BAISDEN in 1833, in Duval County, Florida. 
Unfortunately, James, who married Elizabeth, seems to have disappeared after 1844 and 
Elizabeth remarries to a John G. Dampier, Dampeer, or Dampyer.

Home Family Trees Index of Names

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB311
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JAMES HOBKIRK AND
VIRGINIA E BRINSON

James HOBKIRK, was the son of James HOBKIRK and Elizabeth BEARDEN/BAISDEN

James Cuthbert HOBKIRK, bom 3 October 1880 and died 05 December 1880.

Lillie HOBKIRK, bom 14 November 1881 and died December 1881.

Allen Lucius HOBKIRK, bom 9 November 1882 and died 15 March 1943.

Vida Lavina HOBKIRK, bom 19 April 1885. Vida had 5 children and died 28 May 1969.

James D. HOBKIRK, bom 30 June 1887. James had one child and died 14 February 1924.

Gertrude HOB KIRK, bom 8 October 1889. Gertrude had three children and died in October 1969.

Ethel Estelle HOBKIRK, bom 2 September 1897. Ethel had two children and died 24 July 1990.

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111 .html 7/23/2002

James D. HOBKIRK was bom 6 February 1861 at Citra, Marion County, Florida, the only known 
child of James HOBKIRK and Virginia L. BRINSON.
lames D. HOBKIRK married May HALL on 10 July 1879 at Citra, Marion County, Florida. May 
HALL was bom 2 October 1864 and died 28 January 1901, shortly after giving birth.
James D. HOBKIRK and May HALL had the following children, all bom at Citra, Marion County, 
Florida:

lames HOBKIRK married a third time, to Fannie Brinson. There are no known children from this 
union.

James HOBKIRK married Virginia L. BRINSON in Circa, Florida on 6 November 1858. Virginia 
was bom on 30 October 1842 and died 30 December 1890. There is one known child:, James D. 
HOBKIRK, from this union.

James HOBKIRK later married Lucy V J BRINSON, who was bom in 1853 and died in November 
1894. There were no children from the second marriage.

James HOBKIRK was bom on 3 April 1836, in either Duval County, Florida or Citra, Marion
County, Florida
It is believed that James served in the Civil War and possibly the Seminole Indian Wars over the 
Florida Territory.

James D. HOBKIRK married Martha(Mattie) Lee HALL on 15 July 1901. Mattie died on 12 August 
1901.

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111
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Family Trees Index of NamesHome

September 19, 2001

7/23/2002http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111 .html

This page last updated on

James D. HOBKIRK married Amanda PRESSLEY on 27 December 1901.

James D. HOBKIRK married Lillie F. WALDRON on 9 March 1904. Lillie died 16 December 1906. 
James D. HOBKIRK and Lillie F. WALDRON one child:

Ardis HOBKIRK, bom 18 November 1904. Ardis served in WWII and died in February 1976.

James D. HOBKIRK married Bessie LANIER on November 19, 1906. Bessie and James had a 
daughter bom on October 1909.

James D. HOBKIRK married Effie D. POWELL on 23 August 1908.

James D. HOBKIRK married Estella ROBERTSON on 19 January 1912. Estella was bom 20 March ' 
1889 and died 15 December 1973. James D. HOBKIRK and Estrella ROBERTSON had 5 children.

http://www.hopkirk.org/hopkirk/PageB3111
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Shouts and laughter agreed that it had .been heard . 
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Mann led his own faction and the F. O. C.-abd • 

T. Company led the Anti Manns. Jim Priest was 
sheriff and the official spokesman for his faction. , 
The fight waxed bitter.and when the votes were ; 
•in each side claimed the victory. , There were.,.; 
charges and counter charges'and the Mann faction . 
became convinced that the Anti Manns would-steal. . 
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.ordered, their attorney to'get an injunction against , 

.them. ..
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train, standing at the depot and ready to pull out 
for Tampa. The lawyer made it, but before he could 

■ 4_____—the irain had moved.

5

/' j-

I

... J America,>a man. can mqke of his.', 
hewant, it th be; . ?/ . .....

I headaches of gcuo a . — — c---------------------- *
government, he never quite believes anyone else can

There was no other transportation and he went 
on to Tampa and came back the next day, but that 
was too late. When he arrived at Mannsfield with . 
his papers there was no one to serve and nothing to 
restrain. Officers, records and court furniture and 
fixtures were in Inverness where they still are.

. It appeared that the Anti Manns decided it was 
safer'to act before an injunction could be served, 
so, while the lawyer slept in Tampa they took 
horses and wagons and moved everything movable . 
and that had anything to do with the County gov­
ernment and by 8 o’clock the next morning Inver­
ness was the official County Seat, which it still is.

^ikS'eamnaien I •'T'HE Senator cameup for reflection.' In those 
^»»ad no roads, ^1 days, the country man dressed in “britches” 
w. .fl ->and shirt.'When night came on, he took off his

Fe’^atXecanto’ I took shoes—if he had any, stepped .out of his pants and . 
5 “’„d U°°-. was ready for bqd,;,’It wassailed. "sleeping, in .'his .

■sun r'vv'llFiKuie .senator c£me,oirto speak
we soon Anti Manns were loaded for bear. Jim Priest Was 

^6^^K^^by<four,‘lald it spokesman. In the middle of the Senator’s 
iWe^Sid^iailed it to the oration, Jim held up his ^palm and shouted: “Hold, 
hS115»^wev,jode'again,- but --Senator! I haye a questipn’to aslf you!” ?A11 right, 

Mr. ?riest> what-is it?’-’ KI; have it on good author- ’ 
party .County.. ity-sir/that you sleep in a nightshirt! I'now de- / 

il’^nougihRi tfuijlicfins to countJ mand that you tell this audience if that is true?” ’ 
differenced /At least, for the “Yes, Mr. Priest, that is true.” “Did you sleep hr a ’ 

sre* govgrne^ almost exclusively ' nightshirt LAST NIGHT?” “Yes, Mr. Priest, I did.”,.' 
mPi a bifc^ • That was'enough.'/The sheriff turned, to the’

' crowd and shouted: “Did'you hear that men?”-1 
—*” Was^org^nized, Jim —J 1----u‘4----------- - **--■---------- ’• -

Bosjvell, George du 
f&ipier and perhaps 
Ij .'.^corpora ted a 

they ' callecf - -The’ FLORIDA, 
ANp , TRANSIT; .’COMPANY, 

>bject of jdfv.elopiqg transpor- 
uid;-rivei\i¥^«?i< 
jorate jrplaps/^^inost. of which

came to naught with the gn . , ... ______ .
destroyed our orange indus^^^Jt/fthey did dig Tor him, 
the'canal from the —

• near-jFloral City, which is stllltt i
■ some more of their

land and laid out, thfe- 
announced that i
County-Scat. 14-, k>-.Mut r r-__________ wuau uuuw out i'
first, these fix men and flM^&^vere in con-; 1' cannot quit witfoyt expressing our/admlration- I 
trol of the PQWi^ r . for Hampton. Dunn. He was born ■of working people *.
County. ' - in • our small County .and grew> up without ’sp*eclal'
„ > ‘ advantages and has attaihe’d prominence.in his-hrn/-

,qp.HE. opposition was much x . „1S>.>UWU

But playing politics is easier now than when 

vividly, my first and other early/, campaigns. 
1914, I spent ' ' J“’’J *
County in a 
current editor' of tl 
day in his model r 
get me over 
roads, but only parJlyisUVce?d6i’^ 

—err no self-starters, and./np^storagc 
You cranked* and. generated your

than I like toButler cranked mori
■ remember. *

T WAS better equipjS
i had an aged models
and I spent much ot-^nyv^te^belbg^stuck
sandhills. At’ the' ®peaking’^J*ecanto; .

n .friro ci nr} <zn rttciiChUt*—<^R 11 f <:nnn Anti

—--------- .1X-—... ............ .... uj ttu ui uiic iiudguidiiuii snouia an ansto-
ith the greatBe^»!of 1895, which crat be a Senator from Citrus Countyf 'If you vote.', 
ange mdus^^HW/fthey did dig for him, some may think you have a tetch of aris- ; ; 
e WithlafOgardJ^er. to tha lakes , tocracy, and you will never be able to live it down!” . , 
which is .« .ejgr-and they made Few Voted for him and the Senator lost the elec- : 
eir progfan^yioft.sk/rhey bought"- tion. He sold his large holdings and left the County ?’

4-^HAVEa*4ilgea/iy_Jixcced.ecV’.iny word quota but'T’ 
™ and.i?S®Lw®l«V.^re.Jn co°"~cannot quit without expressing bur?admiration Z I

i ;-
I tPw '

| . ■ JUDGE E. C| MAY
■ gets^ a taste of the problems an£

guvc.iime.it, lie never quite believes n.r„ Tampa. Ttie lawyer maae n, uu. ucxu.c ..u
do better, which perhaps is ]ust as well, even if it . hjs temporary injunction the train had moved,’-
does not always turn out that way. .■ out of the station and 'was on its way.

ic Attciai- tiaw t n3n WtlPH - .

I first tried to reform government. I remember

J the.’Chronicle’.-to/ijrive trie
,uJG ■feEprdi^HenrUj earnestly, to 
.the deep^sanWsWhichkWas our 

parJl^sbccee^i^Ei those 
there were- no self-starters. aM’/flPilstorage 
teries. You cranked' and. generated your 
electric spark. Sometime^ ifJwas&ot easy. 
“•* ■ -

’JbliijXv^stilL h’ad no roads,

yioft.sk/rhey
guvc.iime.it

