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Fist wild whooping crane chickshatch in Midwestin 100 years
Special to the Chronicle Wisconsin Department of Natural crane Class of 2006, 'whieh will learn do not speak loudly enough that the ing flock of about 60 birds lives year­

Resources' Bureau of Endangered the migration route between Necedah birds can hearyou. Finally, do not tres- round in Florida's Kissimmee region.
Resources. "The success of this effort NWR and Chassahowitzka National pass on private property in an attempt Whooping cranes, named for their
sets a goal for endangered species Wildlife Refuge in Citrus County this to viewwhooping cranes. loud and penetrating unison calls, live
recovery efforts everywhere. The part- fall by followingOperation Migration's In 2001, Operation Migration's pilots and breed in wetlands, where they
nership of public, private and govern- ultra-light aircraft first led whooping crane chicks condi- feed on crabs, clams, frogs and aquatic
ment organizations that has made this Biologists from the International tioned to follow their ultra-light surro- plants. They are distinctive animals,
possible shows what canbe donewhen Crane Foundation and the U.S. Fish gates south from Necedah NWR to standing five feet tall, with white bod­
we all pull together with a common and Wildlife Service have also begun Chassahowitzka NWR. Each subse- ies, black wing tips and red crowns on
goal in sight These chicks have a long releasing additional chicks into the quent year;WCEPbiologists and pilots their heads.
and dangerous road ahead ofthem, but company of older birds in the fall at have conditioned and guided addition- Whooping Crane Eastern Partner­
with luck we'll see them wing south Necedah NWR. These chicks will al groups of juvenile cranes to ship founding members are the Inter­
with their parents this fall." learn the migration route from adult Chassahowitzka NWR. national Crane Foundation, Operation
In May, another "first" occurred whooping cranes or sandhill cranes. Whooping cranes were on the verge Migration Inc., Wisconsin Department

when two whooping crane chicks from WCEP asks anyone who encounters of extinction in the 1940s. Today; only of Natural Resource, U.S. Fish and
a nest in the wild hatched in captivity. whooping cranes in the wild to give about 300 birds exist in the wild. Aside Wildlife Service, the U.S. Geological
WCEPbiologists removed the two eggs them the respect and distance they from the 63 Wisconsin-Florida birds, Survey's Patuxent Wildlife Research
from a nest at the Necedah NWRafter need to remain wild. Do not approach the only other migrating population of Center and National Wildlife Health
their parents wandered away from the birds on foot within 600 feet and try to whooping cranes nests at the Wood Center, the National Fish and Wildlife
newly laid eggs for a long period of remain in your vehicle. Do not BuffaloNational Park in theNorthwest Foundation, the Natural Resources
time. The chicks were hatched at the approach cranes in a vehicle within Territories of Canada and winters at Foundation of Wisconsin, and the In­
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in 600 feet or, if on a public road, within the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge ternational WhoopingCrane Recovery
Laurel, Maryland. They will join the 300 feet Also, remain concealed and on the Texas GulfCoast Anon-migrat- Team.

The Whooping Crane Eastern Part­
nership (WCEP) is celebrating a mile­
stone in its efforts to reintroduce a
wild whooping crane flock in eastern
North America. On June 22, two
whoopingcranechicks hatched at the
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in
Wisconsin. This historic event marks
the first time in more than 100 years
that a whooping crane has hatched in
the wild in theMidwest }
The two chicks are offspring of

whooping crane pair 1102(a male)
and 17-02 (a female) from me ultra­
light-led crane Class of 2002. The pair
nested earlier this springat the refuge,
but their eggs) were lost- likely due

lto predators. They re-nested and
began incubating onMay23. ,
''This is a long-awaited rhoment,"

• - tsaid Signe Holtz, director of the
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Special
water tax
district
approved
Commission's ruling

provokes residents'anger
TEeRRVITT

terrywitt@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle

Citrus County commissioners on Tuesday
approved financing for a central water system
in Chassahowitzka that residents said could
drive some people from their homes.
The board unanimously voted to impose a

special property tax assessment of $6,361.88 to
pay for a central water system that would
replace private residential wells.
The assessment will affect 615 property own­

ers.
Next year, the board plans to levy a second

special assessment in Chassahowitzka to par­
tially fund construction of a central sewer line

• to replace hundreds of residential septic tanks.
Grants will pay for most of the sewer.

Commissioners said the idea behind the
water project is to provide safe drinking water,
but residents were angered by the size of the
assessment and the fact that the sewer assess­
ment has not been calculated and could sub­
stantially add to their costs.
Many residents warned that people on fixed

incomes in Chassahowitzka can't afford the
assessment and could lose their homes or be
forced to sell out and leave the community.
The assessment will be added to the tax roll

in November. If not paid in full, the county will
auction tax liens on properties in default
Resident Jim Bennett, who initially support­

ed the project as a way to protect the sensitive
environment in Chassahowitzka, apologized for
convincing a handful of residents the project
was a good idea. •

"I was misled, lied to and played like a cheap
fiddle," Bennett said.
The county will buy the water for

Please see TAX/Page 5A
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'I'AX er amendments to the special assessment district that
Ifl might lower costs. They were:

■ Extend financing ofthe assessment from 10 years
• Continued from Page 1A to 20years to spread out the impact. Thatwould lower

monthly payments, but result in more interest being
Chassahowitzka from the Florida Governmental paid. Residents also can pay as a lump sum with no
Utility Authority. FGUA will build a line from its financing.
water system in Sugarmill Woods to Chassahowitzka. ■ If a landowner wants water and sewer, but is not
The county has a bulk water agreementwith the util- in the special assessment district, he or she could pay
ity.'' their portion ofthe cost ofthe water line and become
But Chassahowitkza property owner Michael part ofthe district Themoneywould be used to lower

Hartley questioned why Chassahowitzka residents- the assessment of those residents already in the dis­
' would have to pay for construction of 7,500-feet of triet
" water line to SugarmillWoods when no property own- n Staff is attempting to secure a state loan with a 3

ers living along the line are being assessed for the percent interest rate. The estimated rate for the cur-
'i pipe. rent loan is currently 6 percent.
' County staff members explained that the pipe The county is adding an additional 2 percentto the
' would belong to FGUA. loan annually as a com-

? The county has no right to mission for the property
place assessments on res- f$- lwas misled, lied to and appraiser; 2 percent for
idents living along . . the tax collector and 2
FGUAsIine. . played like a cheap fiddle. 2g % percent for the county's
However, Commission a assessment coordinator.

• Chairman Gary Bartell n However; Bartell
. said if the county pur- Jim Bennett wants to eliminate the 2

chases FGUA, the county Chassahowitzka resident. percent charge for the
would own the line. assessment coordinator, a
Hartley said he wants the county to require resi- position the county commission funds. However,

. dents living along the water line to pay the same CommissionerVicki Phillips said ifthe fee is dropped
assessment as Chassahowitzka residents. He said for this assessment district in Chassahowitzka, it
adding customers to the line would lower the cost for· should be dropped for all assessment districts.

,_ thoseresidents of the coastal community.' . Commissioners also were questioned about the
Bartell at one point called a recess when he was connection fee and· other costs not included in the

-, unable to talk above the angry residents in the audi- special assessments residents wouldpay for water
·., ence. and sewer:

Bartell said his motives in supporting the water EngineeringDirectorAI McLaurin said the connec-
project had nothing to do with encouraging develop- tion fee for water and sewer combined would be

«' ment in Chassahowitkza.He said Chassahowitzka lies $4,300.
,· ' in a coastal high hazard zone that does not allow high- County officials also said residents would be

density development. expected to pay for disconnecting their private wells,
He said his motive was to protect the sensitive ecol- as well as pumping out and- collapsing their septic

'' 0gy.. , tanks. They also would pay the cost of installing a
"My objective is to take care of the environment in water line from their home to the main water line

.. this county and leave it as good as we found it," along the street.
Bartell said. Many residents were flabbergasted by the costs.
At Bartell's suggestion, the board agreed to consid- The hearing nearly degenerated into a shouting•..

match whenMidgeTindale questioned why the coun­
ty was installing a water line. She said she had been
under the impression it was a sewer project
In the midst of the loud conversation that ensued,

Bartell gaveled the hearing into a recess, but he was
heckled as he left the room.

"Run and hide," several men called out.
When he returned, Bartell apologized, but asked

residents to be civil.
Commissioner Jim Fowler added awrinkle to the

conversation when he resurrected one ofhis old pro­
posals. Fowler said the commission should cap the
size of special assessment to avoidthis type of situa­
tion.
He warned that future special property assess­

ments in Old Homosassa could be even higher than
those inChassahowitzka ifthe county extends central
water and sewer to remote areas ofthat community.
Fowler said some members of the county commis­

sion are afraid ifChassahowitkza residents don'tbear
the full cost of the project through special assess­
ments, some ofthe expensewould have tobeborne by
other residents in the county, and they don'twant that
to happen.
But Fowler said everyone in the county benefits

from good water quality on the coast, and an argu­
ment can be made that everyone should bear some of
the cost. He added that Chassahowitzka residents are
not entirely responsible for the pollution that led to
county topropose a central water and sewer system
for the county.

One University of South Florida study identified
septic tanksas the main source of coliform bacteria
pollution in the Chassahowitkza River.
The county commission, up to this point, has

agreed that ifwon't use property taxes to fund water
projects anywhere in the county. Commissioners
have agreed instead to use special property assess­
ments, placing the financial burden on those who
directly benefit
But the board is planning to create a $2 million

water quality fund to be used as matching funds for
state grants. Nearly $6 million of the Chassahowitzka
sewer will be funded with grants, but the county was
able to secure only a $600,000 grant for the water por­
tion ofthe project.



By BARBARA BEHRENDT
Times Staff Writer

- 12-d6large flockdelightsFor trainers,
■ Operation Migration staffers
are excited- and kept busy­
by this year's bumper crop of
whooping crane chicks.

CRYSTAL RIVER - A bumper crop of
whooping crane chicks destined to make
their maiden migration to Central Florida
this year have been keeping their handlers
especially busy this spring. '
As of lastweek, 22 chicks have hatched and

begun training for their ultralight-led migra­
tion at the PatuxentWildlife Research Center
in Maryland.

In a fewweeks, the first batch of chicks will
.... ,.,._ ... .,.... .- .··

be flown to the Necedah National Wildlife
Refuge inWisconsin for final training for the
fall migration.
Another eight to 10 hatchlings are expect­

ed to become "direct autumn release" birds
- chicks that are introduced to adult cranes
and are expected to learn the migration path
from those older birds.
This year's training has been more hectic

than usual, partly because of the large num­
ber of chicks. Also, a winter storm damaged
enclosures in Patuxent, setting the breeding
season back a fewweeks.
That meant thateggs laid in Maryland

were laid later than usual. Eggs also come to
Patuxent for hatching from locations further
north, usually weeks later.

But this year they all came at about the
same time.

Last year there was a 46-day gapbetween
the youngest and oldest chicks, but this year
there is just a 27-day gap.
And there is much to do in the early days of

a rare whooping crane's life.
"They are in so many different stages,"

said Chris Danilko, office manager for
Operation Migration. "It's like having a set of
quadruplets just born and another set in the
terrible twos."
Soon after hatching, the crane chicks

begin their training. The sound of the ultra­
light has been a part of theirworld since they
were in the egg. But teaching them to follow
the mechanical flying machine means hours
and hours of drilling and piles of tasty meal­
worms servingas bribes.

Before they fly, the chicks are crated and
Please see CRANES Page 5
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eranes hopeful that, for the first time, the
from Page 1 second generation of cranes can

be born in the wild and learn the;
1.. • migration route from theirparents.
$ taken to the Necedah refuge for "That would be the ultimate
final training. The birds migrate proof in the pudding," Duff said.
! back to the location they first see He said he is very hopeful

from the air. for this year's migration since
r Training also involves social- eggs for the so-called Class of

1lf izing the animals. Whooping 2006 came from several groups
i cranes are solitary and do not and should be more genetically
I stay in flocks like the more com- diverse.
} mon sandhillcranes. That diversity is especially
: Some birds are more social important for the survival of

than others, said Operation any animal as rare as whooping
Migration pilot Joe Duff. He cranes.
recalled a crane from several In the 1940s, only 15 of the rare
years ago that did not get along cranes existed.

,. with one of the handlers. Duff Now there are 470 birds, includ­
k had to step in a couple of times to ingthose in captivity and in three
?' separate the two. separate wild flocks. Of those, 64
; Two of the chicks in this year's wild birds are part of theWiscon­

group hatched from eggs laid by sin-to-Florida migratory flock
birds from previous ultralight-led trained behind ultralights over
migrations. the past five years.

" Several pairs of cranes nested FrDuff, this time ofyear is the
: and laid eggs this year, but most time to focus on fundraising.
, abandoned the nests or left when Annually, Operation Migration
: predators arrived. All were lost spends about $500,000 to make
} except the two taken from the the migration happen. Add in the
i abandoned nest. work of the other partners in the
~ But one set •of cranes nested crane project, and the cost rises
" again after losing its eggs, and toabout $1.2-million. •

Operation Migration officials are With such a small staff, big

fundraisers aren't possible. This
past year, Duff took a pay cut to
help make ends meet. The orga­
nization's other two employees
also donated back to Operation
Migration.
Money is raised through the

group's "Mile Maker" promotion,
which lets people donate for a
mile or a portion of a mile of the
1,250-mile migration.
Duff hopes that a corporate

sponsor can be found.
In the beginning, he said,

people scoffed at the idea of try­
ing to reintroduce the rarest bird
in the country by wearing crane
costumes and cranking up their
ultralight aircraft.
Now in its sixth year, the tiny

organization has seen an 80
percent survival rate. The birds
have proved they can make every
milestone they need to make to
recover from the brink of extinc­
tion.

"What could be more impor­
tant than saving a creature that
took 65-million years to evolve?"
Duffsaid.
For more information, visit

www.operationmigration.org.
Barbara Behrendt can be
reached at (352)564-3621 or
behrendt@sptimes.com.
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Public hearing todiscussChassahowitzkasewer costs
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TerrWIrr adding it to next year's proper-[ii'jjjjr; &#34{5:jg@] bid the two systems separately'assessment. The finalproject
. terrywit@. tytax roll. •. {5;',">_?};"!jj $ iil and design thesewerwith shal- costs. for the sewer :will be

chroriiGi6ori€.com But county Engineering [$9"%%%5.2%8"79%8%5%%%5:%l.];] lower pipes 'Afterbids are known by then. Bids"fr the
- Chronicle Director AI MLaurin said the [a!HEN;}k'9i{g33,$8l%}%$} #] received, the assessment can water system will be advertised

"T size of the assessment can't be,, [ ii;WHERE:Citrjsour$j] ? pg; be calculated again,' said .in January. .
Apublic hearing today could determined until the projectis [c6uithose$jii$%f$jj #$] MeLagrin..".-State Sen. MikeFasano, R­

set the stage for the county to rebid and redesigned. law4gr63;<z%$j7}} {] ; He is hopeful the newdesign New.Port Richey, has pledged
·reate awater and sewer prop- The county is in a financial [};"};;kill?j%}!$}jkjk] will attract local bidders who._to,introduce legislation that
arty:assessment in Chassa- jam with.the project Pea!7S!%.$?$!$?i.lg#] won't have to house employees 'would_give the county $2 mil­
howitzka, but the size of the ' The only bid received for the p%!%gjlj?$$#fj E!$] in motels or travel long dis- lion f additional state funding
assessment may not be known project was $11.1 million, or$6 - ., . tances to reach the work site. for the project. The · state
for severalmonths. million over. budget.To make Chassahowitzka. residents He also believes multiple bid- already has contributed more
Commissioners must make a up the difference, staff origi- objected. . .i!' ' ders could resultin morecom- than $4million in grant money.

decision'at today's hearing to nally proposeda 'property, Staffhas.comeup with a new petition and lowerbids,iasr.. .Fasano.saidChassahowitzka
impose'theassessment if they assessmentof $10,366, plus a plan. They will ask commis- ·InJulycommissioners will .is now his toppriority forwater
reto'meetthe deadline for connection fee "of $3,760. sioners today for permission to' have,a finalhearing,aboutthe;projectsin hisdistrict• •
&"« : <· •••••-.• ii.-.-.- '· i,- };t.."?s+±1;'4 !'is ;ii;vi±±~/i"=z;';i-'. .,
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Other remedies
ff di 3]] 3f When county commissioners? lf the river lies, al of debated in Septemberwhether

continued from Pace 1 Citrus Countypays the price, to spend a $33 million surplus
or lower the tax rate,

Chassahowitzka (ire station. It not just the people who live commissioners Fowler and
didn't ease their concerns. ' •.. Dennis Damato suggested tak-
Most Chassahowitzka resi- on that river. 0g} ing s1_million of that as lever-

dents say they realize their r " age for receiving Chassa-
water is bad and the river ii.. • Gary Barteny howitzka grants. Other com-
needs to be cleaned up. They ·: citrus County commissioner. missioners, including Bartell
support the county project in disagreed and the board vote
general, but they're angry that ·• ' 3-2 to return all $3.3 million to
it's been since 1999 when a Lawsuit brought "We've had septic tanks put taxpayers.
state studyshowed pollution in . . in here since the 1950s," he • Calbeck questioned Bartell
the river from septic tanks, and Ironically,, ,the . Chassa said. "Have you seen the about that at the town hall
nowthe county is just getting howitzka project wasn't even study? They found viruses in meeting Bartell said ayearago,
around to doing the project on the horizon five years ago. the river: This river does not he wanted to use general fund
It got worsewhen a nation- A group of Chassahowitzka meet anystandards." money to offset assessments on

widesearch forbidders returned residentsand property owners Calbeck and other Chas- water and sewer projects, but
just onebid thatwas twice what calling itself' the Chassa sahowitzka residents say the ther commissioners instead
county officials had estimated. howitzka River Restoration state should bearmore respon- created a policy that wouldn't
With about$4million in state Committee sued the state <fility. After all, they say, the allow that to happen.

grantsand loans, the rest falls Departments of Health and ;ver belongs to the citizens of Their thinking is that neigh-
on the _shoulders of Chas- Environmental Protection» Florida. ,,_,, borhoods, and _not all county
sahoitzka residents. Officials claimingboth_agencies were "These people didn'tchoose residents, should pay fortheir
havepegged the project assess- ignoring a 1998University of to pollute the river," Mike n water and sewer projects.
mentat$10,336 per household. South Florida study tha Stalker; a Chassahowitzka resi- Fowler said last week he is

Commissioners are sympa- showed extensive pollution In dent of 10 years, said. "Anyone reconsidering that stance in
thetic but they're not surewhat the river andbacteria in well ·an use the river. Basically fight ofthe Chassahowitzka sit-
to do about it water. . everybody m the world bene- uation.
"It's outrageously. high," The Health Department in fits from us paying for this." "We established that policy

Commissioner-Jim Fer particular, the _laws!" 8?"h Petitions are being circulat Before we got hit with a price
said. "It's unfortunate." knowingly allowec Ol" ed in the .community opposing tag of $11 million for Chassa-
The commission on Tuesday decrepit septic systems 'O the project as it now stands. howitzka," he said. "It's a poli-

is expected to decide whether leach into _the river: Ci'iZ"?? Bartell has strongly hinted y we established.' We can
to setapublic hearing on the who swam in the river got si"" he wants to see more support change it"
assessment. They couldmodify the lawsuit said: Same foF pom the state of Florida, Bartell said Friday he was
theproject or kill it altogether. those who drankwell water. though lawmakersand Gov.Jeb surprised to learn Fowler
The commission meets at 1 TheDEP was negligent to Bush have made it clear they would consider using general
p.m. in' the courthouse in allow pollution into the ill only support water and fund money to help get
Inverness.·'· ChassahowitzkaRiver, onepro- sewer projects when local gov- Chassahowitzka grants, though
There's a timeline involved: tected _under the state's emments pitch inas well.. he agrees with the concept

About $690,000 in state block Outstanding Florida Waterway State Sen. Mike Fasano, "Mypersonal feeling iswater
grants, expected to expire in law.· whose district _includes the quality is a county concern, not
February,wasgiven a six-month Citrus County, coincidental- sliverof Citrus County west of ~st a concern of people in
reprievebythe stateDepartment ly, was neither a litigant nor U.. 19, said blaming state gov- {hose neighborhoods," he said.
ofCommunityAffairs. defendant in the lawsuitItwas emment isn't fair. "IF the river dies,all of Citrus
The grants are to fundsettled when the state in 2000 "We'vedone verywell inget county pays the price, not just

hookups for low- and medium- allocated $1 million forCitrus ting funding for water projects the people who live ,on that
income residents. If cominis- County to build a central water in Citrus County," Fasano, R- river"
sioners don't spend the money, and sewer system. NewPort Richey, said. "We're
or get another extension by Bartell said lastweekhe still not talkinga fewhundred thou-
August 2006, the statewill takedoesn't think the county would sand dollars, we're talking mil-
them back.' • be eyeing Chassahowitzkaif 1ions ofdollars." •

Bartell said he has no inten- not for that lawsuit.' Fasano Is also critical of
tion ofletting that happen. "Had it not been for the law- county officials who, he said,

His planwould be to approvesuit, I don't think Chassa- are reluctant to help pay for
the contract and use the 18 howitzka would have been on the project in a community
months it will take to complete the radar screen for priori- they should have known for
theproject to pound the pave- ties," he said. "There aremany years had water and sewer
ment for more grants in the other areas in Citrus County problems.
hope.that when citizens are that probablyshould have been ·"This has been an ongoing
taxed, the assessments will be done first" ·' problem and everybody and
lower_..__ That kind of talk angers Jack theirbrotherknows it, and they
Kind of like rolling the dice. Calbeck, who has called Chas- still didn't do anything about
"Yep, sure am," he said. sahowitzkahis home since 1979. it," he said.

PAY SEEPS Drainfields leach sewage
into a limerock base and then
it all seeps into the river,

Continued from Page 1A Calbeck said:
The lawsuit that started the

destroying the pristine Chassahowitzka project, filed in
Chassahowitzka River and 2000byagroup ofpropertyown­
adjoining canals.·ers and.residents, pointed to a
"There are regulations here Department ofHealthstudy

that need to be adhered to," that showed extensive pollution
Stalker said. "If necessary I'm in well water and in the river
going to become an expert in Calbeck said he believes
this and help get the job done." county and state officials
During a town hall meeting ignored that study until they

on the issue two weeks ago, were forced to by the lawsuit
Stalker, 41, suggested if After it was settled, the county
Chassahowitzka residents only and Southwest Florida Water
must foot the bill for a $10 mil- Management District conduct­
lion water and sewer system, ed anotherstudy that found the
then they alone should be same conclusions as the
allowed access to the river. Health Department

"That's just common sense," "Tm frustratedby the factthat.
he said. we've had this known for almost

Calbeck, 61, lives in a small four years and so far nothing
house built in the 1950s that has been done,' Calbecksaid. ,
sits· on the river's bank. 'He doesn't buy the county
Coincidentally, he doesn't have argument that the state bureau­
a septic tank. Calbeck's home cracydelayed the startup.
and a handful of others are Instead, Calbeck and some
connected to a package sewer Chassahowitzka residents
plant at the Chassahowitzka believe the county moved
River Lodge down the street money set.for their project to
and around the corner: the Halls River Road sewer
During a leisurely boat ride project. Commissioner Gary

down the river on Thursday, Bartell has vehemently denied
where canoeists and kayakers that ever happened.
paddled by, the pair spoke, of "There .seems to be that
how the quality of their river undercurrent of thought,
has degraded over the years. Calbeck said. ''That's the rumor

"This water used to be he's trying to dispel. The prob­
absolutely crystal clear," lem is nobody trusts any politi­
Calbeck, a photography teacher cians to do anythinganymore."
at LecantoHigh School, said. Stalker said he knows what
That started to change in the will happen ifthe huge assess­

early 1980s, he said, when the ment comes in: People will
government used chemicals to sell, move away and the com­
destroywater hyacinths. Those munitywill never be the same.
hyacinths sunk, turning the "You'regoingto see develop­
sandy bottom to muck. Slime ers, he said. 'You'regoing to
algae replaced the hyacinths. see big developments coming

"Wethoughtthatwas the prob- in and all this will be gone."
lem forawhile,"Calbeck said.
Soon, though, attention

turned to septic tanks that are
dotted along the river and
canals. "Some ofthem were put
in (during) the 1950swhen there
wasn't regulation,"he said.



oopers return to Florida
la-(4-05

one of three ultralight aircraft leads a flock of whopping cranes over the Dunnellon Airpor MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
reratt and the canes set down a short distance from the apor'• ·i,,,,, lrport on Tuesday Just after 9 a.m. All three
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Endangered birds awe spectators
HUONG PHAN

kphan@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle -----

They stood, more than 700
in all, at the Dunnellon
Municipal Airport with their
eyes focused on the heavens.
Many had been ther for

nearly two hours, ·ndurig a
dry cold that, at times, cut so
deep, neither thick socks nor
padded coat could k ·p it ou-

just above the treetops, hop
ing their most-welcomed
guests would arrive oon.
At about 9 a.m., th crowd

was abuzz with excited oic s
and hundreds of camera hut­
ter clicks. Finally, after nearly
1,200 long miles, the whooping
cranes, 19 in all, were here.
"We've been tracking this

for several years, but this is
the first time we could be
here," Francis Row said. "It's Virginia McIntosh of Silver Springs looks across the horizon



CRANES ·. aw«sorts gs,r, «.pr s or:. )'l I _ thebirds. .' birdsto' leave the refuge for· " ,_means 0he• "The last 15 and 20minutes otherpastures. •
Continued from Page 18 more species were probably real hard For those in attendance,

••·· • because it was real rough," Tuesday morning's successful
so very exciting." They Were ultralight . pilot Brooke display hopefully will foretell
Rowe and ·her sister had·.· Pennypacker said. "The birds even better things to come.

traveled all the way from One, and noW flew great today. We've had "It means that one more·
Jacksonville to see the "whoop- some really bad weather but species doesn't go extinct," .
ers" arrive, and judging by the they're back. we've also had some good said Sarah Palmisano, refuge
bright smile on her face, the . . . flights, too. It's a group effort operations specialist at the •
trip-and the wait-was well This is a part' and everybody did a great job Chassahowitzka National
worth it · • f Fl . this year. Each year it gets bet- Wildlife refuge. "We are such a
Led by three bright yellow 0l lolida ter, and each year the birds get small part ofa large ecosystem

ultralight planes, the young hjt that' better:. We're lookingforward to and a large web. When we can
. cranes made their way to their IS Ory a S an evenbetter trip next year.". do something to benefit anoth-
temporary pen site in Marion been brought In the past,, the birds were erspecies, to be selfless, to do
County. Thefirst 10flewwest in flown directly to the everything to bring this one
a long line a fewhundred yards back. $} $} ChassahowitzkaNationalWild- species back, it makes me feel
from the crowd. The next seven .· g ¢ life refuge, but this year they. like I'm making adifference.
took the same path. ·One ._': e ' had to be rerouted as a safety "Florida never had these
whoopergottoo tired and land- Sarah Palmisano precaution. Older birds have birds except for years and
ed on a distantairstrip to rest. operations specialist at the grown accustomed to returning years ago. They were gone and

Chassahowitzka National Wildlife fc th fuy db dcc th' 'hi iIt later was boxed up and driv- refuge, on the significance of the o 1e ref ge, an_y loing so now they're back. This is a part
en to the pen site. The final returning whooping cranes. they have grown increasingly of Florida history that's been
crane and its lead pilot decid- territorial. To have young and brought back"
ed to give the crowd a thrill. extra 1ti . old birds competing for food is. For more information, visit
With its comrades safely ,@P?"SSC?F"9" ,mst. unwise, so for nowwildlife ofri- www.operationmigration.org.. 'urmg a cruc1a, 1rs year· .·

away, this final whooper flew with the ultralight, whoopers - z...··.-...
directly over the crowd, its hopefully will learn a migra­
long, white neck and black- tion pattern that they will con-
tipped wings presenting a tinue to follow throughout

l beautiful c~ntras~ to the azure the~~. lives. So far,_ 45 birtjs from
ether ofthe sky.. previous years' projects have

{ These young cranes are part returned to Florida, and this
of ayearlong program run by year's 19 were the most to
Operation Migration and the arriveasa single group.

\
:w~oopm~ Crane~ East~rn. ·..• ~.,"This is a Plte~omena( proj-

. Partnership. Whooping cranes ect,"said Charles Underwood.
are highly endangered birds, public information officer for

• with only roughly_ 300 remain- ' the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
ing inthe wild. Five years ago, Services. "We'vehad extreme­
a plan washatched to get more ly high success here. We were
birds back into wild by setting anticipatinglarger losses each
up a regular, eastern migratory ·year, but we'rewell ahead of
route. To accomplish this, our curveon this project?"
wildlife officials decided ona_Originally, 20 birdswere sup­
somewhat unusual solution:, posedto make this year'sflight,
train the birds to follow.an butone died suddenly during a
ultralight plane. ?estop in Indiana. Thecause of
When the birdsare first ·death isunclear. ", • :

hatched, they will trustandfol- Thisyear's triplasted 61
low the firstobject theysee.This days and extended from
behavior is knownan imprint- .Necedah NationalWildlife
ing Program researchers, act- RefugeinWisconsinto eventu­
ingassurrogateparents,get the ally the Chassahowitzka
birds tofocusoman'objectlike: Nationals/zWildlife'refuge.

• an ultralight plane,thereby con-;Duringthevoyage,wildlife
ditioning them to flywith it.5officials faced harsh weather

During this +imprinting-z·.g.. 5..
process, handlers dress in a j
non-descript costume and '
don't speak so that the birds. ...
will not become too accus-'
tomed to humans. The birds
are fed using crane puppets,
and even the pilotsof theultra­
lights will wear costumes as an

. .' .
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i
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Deep
Whowill pay
to clean the

Chassahowitzka?
's •

IIe IWVRIGHT
mwright@chronicleonline.com

1 Chronicle a #
t

• . f
In a county where growth is on every- •

one's mind, Chassahowitzka is a land ;
before time.· '· i
Tucked quietly away in Citrus County's

southwest corner, in the community com­
prised mainly of mobile homes and mod- t
est houses, growth is not an issue to the
folks in Chassahowitka. They merely live
in their own way without any bother:
No longer.
Now 245 households in the community

of 542people are faced with a staggering
$10,000-plus tax to pay for a new water
and sewer system - plus another $3,500
to connect into it
The project is two-fold: central water,

because well water in the community is,
in many cases, undrinkable. Sewer;
because ancient septic tanks are polluting
the Chassahowitzka River; an Outstanding
FloridaWaterway that is a vital part ofthe
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife

tRefuge.
Citrus County Commissioner Gary

Bartell, who is feeling intense heat from
the Chassahowitzka community about the
proposed assessment, said residents need·
to understand that the bill is. for two proj-
ects:water and sewer. •
He said that two weeks ago to about 150

residents jampacked into the
Please see PAY/Page 5A

[g ·
"',i'~~•l"': ;,· .,. - •• , , t~u.•• :"""' • , • .,..i... .•rr 1_. J
ClaSJ:i!lh<>~itz~a:;reslde~t Jack Calbeck· Is::..,.
cI (cal of county government leaders say­
In]'they havefailed to do what he thinks is

• •necessary to clean the river. •
$%..'
i;%3•

'Frustration seeps
into water situation

IVIE WRIGHT
mwright@chronicleonline.com

• Chronicle
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I-OsSenator calls on county to stop passing buckon Chassahowitzka project
,·'+.·· •

TerrWrr on Mondaysaid the county is ida study several years ago match its request for addition-where County Commissioner
terrywitt@chronicleonline.com passing the buck. found septic tankswere pollut- al state dollars. e. Gary Bartell is expected give

Chronicle Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New ing the river and possibly.. "I think what the county is community residents a status
PortRichey, said the waterpol- impactingdrinkingwater:"i;doing is'trying to pass the report on the central waterand

In recent months, Citrus lution in the Chassahowitzka Fasano said the state legisla- buck," Fasano said. "The state sewer project.
County has stepped up its River is not the state's fault nor ture has approved millionsofhas already stepped up to the Bartell is expected to tell
appeal formore state money to is it the state's responsibility to dollars 'in grants for the plate." residents that without addi-
build a central water and clean it up, even,though the Chassahowitzka project, but His comments came twodays tional state or federal grant
sewer system . to • Chas- county leaves that impression. it's time for the county to step before a scheduled town hall
sahowitzka, but a state senator A University of South Flor- forward with local funding to meeting in Chassahowitzka Please see SENATOR/Page4A

. a
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.·...._".
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SENATOR
• • , Continued from Page 1A
>·' S9»

nundhng, residents will be
asked to shoulder a $10,000
property assessment to help
pay for the system
However, Bartell said he

anticipated. Fasano's request
for local funding and instruct­
ed county staff Monday morn­
ing to structure any request for
state funds with a countyguar­
antee of 25 percent matching.
funds.
The·matching dollars would

come from the assessment the
county would impose on resi­
dents, Bartell said. But if the
county can getmorestate grant
funds, the-assessmentwouldbe
lower, he said.
"I just don't want to go

through this exercise and have
it vetoed because we didn't
provide a match,"Bartell said.
Gov. Jeb Bush has said gr.ant

requests without a local match
are less likely to win approval.

·The Florida Legislature has. . . .

provided $2.75 million in grant
money for the county to build
the central sewer system to
Chassahowitzka.

The Southwest Florida
Water Management District
allocated $1 million to the
sewerproject. But Fasano said
the district's money is also
from the state.
However, district spokesman

Michael Molligan said while
the legislature provides 25.4
percent of the agency's budget.
the money for Chassahowitzka
came from property tax rev­
enues.
When told ofBartell's plan to

match .state dollars with a 25
percent county match, Fasano
said he didn't know if that
would be a large enough coun­
ty contribution.
"I'll do my best to convince

my fellow lawmakers and the
governor to fund the request,
but we've laid out a lot of
money already,"Fasano said.
State Sen. Nancy Argenzi­

ano, R-Dunnellon, said rumors
she has no interest in the Chas­
sahowitzka project are untrue.

Argenziano said· she ob- and she realizes Fasano is a big
tained the original grants for proponent of matching county
the Chassahowitzka project funds. ButArgenziano said she
and she doesn't see a problem and Fasano are working
obtaining additional state together . on . • the
funds for an ongoing project. Chassahowitzka project
She said the county does "I'm sure we'll find funding,"

bear some of the responsibility she said.
,>'-

0



"We want togive them the mostsecure environmentpossible toget them through the winter."
A7 - REFUGE MANAGER JIM KRAUS

• /28<04

A roost fit for celebrities
I '

1 • I

! .

i Times photo-TEDMcLAREN
Shawn Gillette, left, and Jim Kraus prepare for the return of whooping cranes to Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge. Some birds have already made it
to the penned roosting area. The remainder of the flock, mostly birds born in the spring, should arrive in the next two weeks, depending onthe weather.
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ROOST
Continued from Page IA

has been prepared in past
weeks by controlled burns. Itis
now coated with 90 tons of
crushed seashells.
The public got their only

look at the flock Saturday, and
they were not disappointed.
"She dragged me out of bed

to see this," Jim Malloy of
Crystal River said of his wife,
Jan.
"I didn't want to come at 6,

but I'm glad I bundled up and
came out"
Flying in from the northeast

into a headwind, 15 of the
cranes followed the wingtip of
one ultralight, while one strag-

gler followed the fourth and
final ultralight into the refuge.
When they arrived at the

refuge, the entourage had trou­
ble finding the pen, which is
largely covered by trees. After
a few minutes, they swooped
in.
Two scientists on the ground

in crane suits met the flock
They used callers to keep the
cranes grounded and so the
ultralights could leave the
scene without panicking the
flock
The cranes are trained from

birth to follow the sounds ofthe
ultralights' motors as if it were
their mother:

On Tuesday, the birds will. be
checked out by veterinarians,
who will be decked out in those
now-familiar white crane togs. l

The birds' freedom to fly will
be increased slowly after that.
About 300 spectators turned

out for the flyby, which hap­
pened minutes before 8 a.m.
Duff said that this year, once

the flock made it past Indiana,
the trip began to fall into place.
"It seemed to drag on forever

and ever, and the wind would
blow and blow," Duff said. "It
can get tough out there."
The four ultralight pilots

faced cold winds during the
trip, and Duff said the layers of
heavy clothes topped by the
white. crane suits "make us
look like a bunch of little
Michelin men."
Heather Ray, a biologist with

Operation Migration who trav­
eled with the flock, said even
though the long migration is
complete, her work is about to
begin again.
Ray said the project's costs
$1.6 million come largely
from nonprofit foundations.
She said the grant-writing

process for next year begins as
soon as she gets back to
Wisconsin.
Four of the cranes from last

year's class have independent­
ly returned to the winter site at
Chassahowitzka.
The fifth bird, whooping

crane No. 6, was last reported
in Meigs County, Tenn.
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Joyce Kleen, a
biologist at
Chassahowitzka
National
Wildlife Refuge, .
mended gaps in
thefence to the
whooping
crane enclosure
on Nov. 21. The
fence keeps
predators away.
from the cranes
and encourages
the birds to stay ·
inside, even·
though they are
free to roam.

The first year of the program, two of the seven
cranes that made the inaugural flight didn't survive
the winter. They were killed by bobcats.

• • • Fish and wildlife officials had tried to make the
Martins MarshAquatic Preserve. crane enclosure as safe as possible. Since 2001, the
Fish and Wildlife workers haul the extra help to first year of the project, electric fencing has surround­

this spot on airboats thatwind among the Chassaho- ed the pen, and the pen fencing itself is buried
witzka marsh islands on ribbons of river. They strate- underground in such away to prevent wild hogs from

% gically placewooden boards asa makeshift sidewalk getting through and to the cranes...· j
? to aid in the messy, muddy trek through the marsh But in subsequent years, organizers have added
and prepare thelarge fenced areawhere the cranes one more important component. They hauled in shell "
roost. f.. ··.·.- , to create a spotwhere cranes can roost on a hard

Once the cranes arrive, they are free roaming, but surface that is partially submerged in water, so that
Fish and Wildlife officials try to make the fenced-in predators must traverse through water to get to them.
marsh at Chassahowitzka anideal roosting spot, Kraus said he hopes the shell area does more than ;
giving the cranes no reason to want to bed down protect the cranes while they're in the enclosure at

' anywhere else. 5. ..-.. '. Chassahowitzka..He hopes it teaches the cranes to i
• "We want to give them the most secure environ- choosesimilar roostingspotswhen theyare on their
ment possible," refuge manager JimKraus said, "to own inthe wild. ..-·
get them through the winter.". •• This. spring, the young flock now en route to
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Deep in the marsh, past ka National WII4lite Refuge. cranes' yoyage takes place in the air. in the chassahwjtyk4 marsh. From
theelectricfencing, One day last week, Wix and the People thrill tosee the cranes, born in fencing to lurethe birds into electrical

othervolunteers and employees had a, captivity,fly closely on the heels of an wire to keep predators,out, to a primi-
whooping cranesgo home. good day in a section of the refugeset ultralight aircraft that is teaching them tive structure fromwhich International
·. ' aside for the cranes. The mud ·was 'a migratory pattern. Within the next Crane Foundation:workers monitor
By AMY WIMMER SCHWARB drier than usual. And a couple hundred couple of weeks, hundreds of people the cranes'progress.through thewin-
Tie»sutwniter yards. away, three large white birds are expected to gather at Crystal River ter, every pieceof'equipment must be
7 . moved among the marsh grasses. . Mall to watch a new flock of cranes, hauled hereon:airboats.· .
, CHASSAHOWITZKA -- Bill Wix A handful of whooping cranes that born just this spring, make the last leg And'everyyear, the FishandWild-

stands 6-foot-2 on hard ground. But out learned the migratory flight in previ of their first flight to Chassahowitzka, life workers andvolunteers learn more
here where mud meets marsh, every ous years of this program had re following the ultralight all the way. about what the cranesneed to make
exertion can sink him an inch or two turned to their winter home, giving the Without the survival instincts and. Chassahowitzkatheperfect roosting
deeper, and reaching the top of the volunteera rare glimpse of the reason good parenting that awild cranewould place. Thecranes arriveduring a busy
fence he's supposed to be securing for hisgritty work. s. have, the cranes naively follow the lead time of year for Fish andWildlifeoffi-
gets tougher and tougher.. "I hear them," he said, listening to of workers dressed in oversized white cialsmanatee season began just two

" Wix is a U.S. Fish and Wildlife the faint warble of some of the rarest. crane costumes that make them re- weeks ago - so the agency depends
Service volunteer, one of dozens of birds in the world. semble adult cranes. The goal of the on help from studentand retiree volun-
people who work to make winter sur- : "I do, too," replied Joyce Kleen, program is to replenish the population teers, plus employees on loan from
vival as effortless as possible for refuge biologist.. of the endangered whooping crane. area state park lands, such as the St.
whooping cranesat the Chassahowitz- The glitziest part of the whooping But the dirtywork takes place here Please see CRANES Page 6
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Volunteers workto make crane migration a success
JAN WITHERSPOON

jwitherspoon@chron icleon I ine.com
Chronicle

he creation of something new and
fragile could be underway in the wild
and remote landscape that makes up

Chassahowitzka National Wildlife
Refuge.
A small flock of whooping cranes is

expected to come to Citrus County later this
week It is hoped this flock will establish the sec­
ond migratory flock of whooping cranes in exis­
tence.
The Operation Migration crew is now guessing

it will be Thursday when they arrive in Citrus
County, but that is up to Mother Nature. Weather
conditions have hampered the birds' flight since
they leftWisconsin in October.

The opportunity
for people to see the

whooping. cranes in the
wild some day depends
on this right here.

Joan Guilfoyle
about the whooping crane project in the

Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Preserve.

In the Chassahowitzka landscape, the refuge
has about 32,000 acres where a temporary pen
was created for the birds that have been
hatched, fed and taught to fly by humans

although the fledgling birds didn't know it They
still think their parents are ultralight airplanes.
The cranes will have to learn to be wild and

the remote wilderness of the refuge is where
they will have the freedom to learn at their own
pace. Combined with the St Martin's Marsh
Aquatic Preserve, the birds will have about
100,000 acres in which to become truly wild.
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service staff members

along with volunteers built a temporary pen for
the birds. The site had to have several things: It
had to be remote, have an abundance of blue
crabs and few predators.
Volunteers and refuge staff have worked since

late August to get the site ready. Joan Guilfoyle,
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, said, "The opportu­
nity for people to see the whooping cranes in the
wild some day depends on this right here."

Please see CRANES/Page 4A
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CRANES
Continued from Page lA

The undertaking is an effort to save the
endangered species from extinction.
Although the whoopers are increasing in
number, establishing this second flock of
migrating birds will greatly enhance the
preservation of the species, project coor-
dinators say. r
The experimental flock of whooping

cranes has caught the attention of many
people and in Citrus County volunteers
have been generous in helping get the site
ready. It has been hard work for them,
walking through deep, black muck to put
up an enclosure that surrounds about 1.5
acres of water and marshland. The fence
is 8 feet tall and wired with electricity to
keep predators like alligators out
There's also a solar powered surveil­

lance system in place so the birds can be
monitored by camera.
Volunteers come in all varieties includ­

ing Katherine Cullen, a winter volunteer
who travels around the country in her

WHOOPING CRANE WATCH
■ Call the Whooping Crane Hotline for a
daily update and arrival day, (612)
713-5311.

■ Monday was the 21st stop for the
birds and crew. They spent Monday
night in Suwannee County after get­
ting a late start due to weather condi­
tions.

■ The only time the public will have an
opportunity to view the whooping
cranes is during a 7:30 a.m. fly-by at
the Crystal River Mall on the day of
arrival.

recreational vehicle volunteering at
wildlife refuges orworking in the National
Park System. On Monday, she worked
alongside U.S. Fish & Wildlife staff paint­
ing the fence camouflage.
Jim Krause, manager of the refuge, said

the wildlife service burned about 2,400
acres ofthe needle grass to give the cranes
more open area to explore. The black
muck is rich and abundant in fiddler crabs
and the Chassahowitzka River will give

the birds all the blue crabs they need.
But, first, the whooping cranes will have

to learn that blue crabs are good food. The
local delicacy was not on the birds'
Wisconsin diet Krause said Ron Miller,
president of the local Audubon Society,
has volunteered to catch the crabs for the
handlers to feed the cranes.
Krause said the wildlife service "wants

to give these birds every change to sur­
vive."
Although there are many private, state

and federal agencies working together to
make this project a success, Krause and
Guilfoyle both said it could not be done
without volunteers.
For two years the two U.S. Fish &

Wildlife Service employees have been
part of this endeavor, first with the.sand­
hill cranes last year and now with the
endangered whoopers.

Guilfoyle looked around the site where
white clouds were reflected in the water
and cabbage palms broke the horizon. "I
like to stand inside the pen and think, this
is where the whooping cranes will be, this
endangered species will be right here."
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ON OUR COVER
Nature's wonderland enjoyed
by visitors and residents alike
One of our most popular
attractions for many years 274.g
has been the Homosassa
Springs Wildlife State Park.
During a recent visit, resi­
dent Zana Ennis, captured
our cover shot while enjoy­
ing the park with her grand­
son Tommy and daughter-in­
law Lisa Ennis of Winter
Garden.

Flamingos are just one of the
hundreds of wild species you
can encounter with a visit to
the park.



..www.sevennvers.org
. Worship Schedule

Saturday evening: 6:00 p.m.
Sunday morning: 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

( times may vary by season or special event)
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Welcome the New Year! The happiness and "hurry­

ness" of the holidays are behind us. We look forward to
the fresh opportunities the year 2002 brings.

Many ask how we decide on our cover each issue.
Like the wonderful articles from contributing writers
Tom Franklin. Ken Roy. Jim Bruno and others, we often
have someone from the community share what would
make a great cover. Sometimes it is something that has
caught their eye or a photo they've taken during an event
or festival. Our cover this issue caught me by surprise.
Out "on the road" as I am each day (meeting with clients, staff or attending a commu­
nity meeting) I often stop in to see my friends. the Ennis family, who own and operate
Inverness Car Wash. While chatting with Zana Ennis, we looked at photos of her
grandson's recent visit here. There "it was" ... a most beautiful moment captured on
film. I knew immediately we needed that photo for our cover.

Zana was thrilled and we hope you are pleased. The occurrence brought forward
in my mind a reminder that whether you are "passing through" or a long time resident,
this area is a wonderland of nature's bounty that can be enjoyed so very simply with
family and friends.

Our magazine continues to grow at a rapid pace from the love of this community
for its community. The staff interacts with hundreds of local businesses and business
leaders for a combined effort to continue bringing you, our readers. features and
photos that show off our best. Many residents have commented their pleasure in learn­
ing about areas of the community they have yet to explore. Most say "until I read about
it in the Visitors Guide, I didn't know..." I started this publication with the intent on
sharing the basic knowledge I had gained from living here. I say "basic" as I have
learned so much more! This community welcomes all in. There is a never empty well
from which to draw from.

As always, we hope you enjoy our contents. Feel free to contact us with any
suggestions or comment! Our door is always open to hear from you. Call the phone
number below or send us a letter or e-mail. We'd love to hear from you! We wel­
come you to grow with us and remember our motto: "We hope you enjoy the area
as much as we do!" aa Crowder
Nature, Coast
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Publisher: Alana Crowder
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"Our aim is to know that you enjoy the area as much as we do!"
Nature Coast Visitors Guide is published each January, May, and September.
Available free throughout Citrus County and surrounding area. All materials fur­
nished or used are accurate and correct to the best of the Publishers knowledge.
Therefore Nature Coast Visitors Guide, its Publisher, employees and subcontractors
cannot assume liability for errors or omissions. Circumstances occasionally force
changes in events listed or features. please check with local sponsors.
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IN CHASSAHOWITZKA

By Julianne Munn
Editor

There's a lot of whooping going in the marshy wetlands of nee
Chassahowitzka, where endangered Whooping Cranes are winteringl
instead of the traditional northern "snowbirds" that migrate annually to
sunny Citrus County.

The visiting cranes represent the longest human guided migration of
an endangered pecies in history, a 1,200 journey starting Oct. l 7 from
the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Wisconsin and ending Dec. 3
in the Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge.

The Chassahowitzka refuge is managed by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, with offices in Crystal River on King's Bay.

The seven cranes were led and guided by a light aircraft flying at low
elevations, with close monitoring of the birds throughout the long trip.

It i the hope of conservationists that flight patterns learned by the
cranes during the 48 day journey through seven states, will prompt the
flock to migrate back north on their own this spring, thus ensuring future
annual migrations and regeneration of the pecies.
If the project is succe sful, it will be the first time in more than a cen­

tury that an endangered pecies has been restored in Eastern North
America.
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The proj­
ect to teach a flock
migratory skills began in
earnest in 1998 by a coalition of state and
federal government sources and private conser­
vationists, leading to formation of The Whooping
Crane Eastern Partnership.

The Whoopers are the rarest of the world's 15
crane species. Throughout the years, the species
was reduced to just 16 in 1941, but close surveil-
lance and protective regulations increased the wild
and captive number to about 400 today.

A Whooping Crane is a majestic bird, standing about 5 feet tall with
a wing spread of 6 to 8 feet. It is pure white with black wing tips and a
red crown.

The only other migratory Whooping Crane flock on the continent
winters in the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge on the Texas GulfCoast
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Discover
CitrusCounty's

#1 Choice
ForFurniture!

Crystal River
B50 SouthSuncoast Blvd.

795-5346

Inverness
3690 Highway+fWest

726-6366

In-StoreFinancing

0%
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6 Ilonth !

CITRUS
1000 SE

US Hwy. 19
Crystal River, FL

34429
(352)

564-8800

2080 Hwy. 44 W
Inverness, FL

34450
(352)

560-0220

Citrus Bank has added new members to
their winning team. Serving Citrus County

with 100 years combined experience.
www.mycitrus.com
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Florida Motel, 1301 N. US 41, Inverness 726-2631
Hayes Motel. H5I NW Hwy.I9, Crystal River .........795-2075
Homosassa Riverside Resort 5297 S. Cherokee Way
Homosassa 628-2474
www.RiversideResorts.com l-800-442-2040

Kings Bay Lodge, 506 NW 1st Ave., Crystal River 795-2850
MacRae's of Homosassa, 5310 Cherokee Way, Homosassa
.............................................628-2602

Native Vacations Inc., Crystal River............1-866-466-2848
.......................................or 352-794-0317

Mid Florida Motel, 2355 N. Fla. Ave., Hernando 726-2489
Moonrise Resort, Old Floral,City Rd. & E. Moonrise Lane
Floral City, FL. 1-800-665-6701
www.moonriseresort.com

Plantation Inn & Golf Resort, 9301 W. Ft. Island Tr.,
Crysta.I River 795-4211

The Port Hotel & Marina, 1610 SE Paradise Cir.,
Crystal River 795-3111

Ramada Inn, 4076 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa 628-4311
Riverside Lodge, 12561 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Inverness .726-2002
Seven Rivers Motel,2575 NW Hwy. 19, Crystal River ....795-9447
3 Rivers Motel, 4891 S.Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa Spgs .628-6629
Trade Winds, 10265 W. Fishbowl Dr., Homosassa 628-2214
Village Inn Motel, 310 S. Citrus Ave., Crystal River 795-2836
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A crowning jewel of the Historic District in Floral City is the
United Methodist Church. Built during 1884-85, and renovat­
ed to its current state in 1992, the Church is still used for
special services, ceremonies and weddings.

You will find modern accommodations
with color TV, central air and heat and
comfortable beds. Your apartment
comes fully furnished, including a
living room with queen size pull-out
sofa, a separate bedroom which
contains two double beds, and a
complete kitchen with coffee maker,
toaster and plenty of pots. pans and
dishes. Sorry, no pets allowed.

LIVE BAIT - TACKLE SODA- BEER - SNACKS - ICE
GUDE SERVICE MOTEL - KITCHENETTES

BOATS RENTALS - RAMP- GAS
5300 South Cherokee Way, Homosassa, FL

MacRae's Established 1917
• Complete line of fishing tackle, baits
and lures.

• Information of local activities
• Freemaps available for guests.
• Tiki Bar
• Boat ramp and dock available for guests
with boats at no charge

• Conference room available

Located on the beautiful Homosassa River.
A Fishing Paradise, 2 Seafood Restaurants located in

walking distance or swimming distance.

BED e BREAKPAST
Come enjoy the ambiance of
A Bed € Breakfast
Establishment. Enjoy
nature, biking. hiking, fishing.
horsebackriding. golf or scuba
diving and easy to get
to Orlando area

attractions.
Come visit beautiful Citrus

County and relax in a
comfortable setting

811 Zephyr St.,
Inverness, FL 34450
(352) 637-3104

Email:
lnnkeeper@invernessplace.com

Visit our web site
www.invernessplace.com

A stately, turn ofthe century
residence located in the

historic district ofInverness,
Florida.

6"E3es
PLACE
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I wildlife abounds in the Chassahowitzka River. This river otter poses Ona
log for a photo. Visitors to the river are likely to seedeer, wild hogs, otters
and a litany of bird life and reptiles.



Friends of refuge look back at eventful year
Volunteers workedon
several challenges

Special to the Chronicle

The annual meeting Jan. 26 of the
Friends of Chassahowitzka National
Wildlife Refuge Cornplex Inc. in the
Florida Room of Homosassa Springs
Wildlife State Parkwa .s attended by about

1 100members and guests.
Dick Blewett, outgoing president, wel­

comed everyone with an invitation to
become part of the friends' volunteer
efforts at the refuge, with friends' special
events or outreach programs in the com­
munity. As Blewett steps down, he returns
to become a board member concentrating
on volunteer efforts within the friends
group.
Elected to the boardl and also welcomed

were Frank Caldwell, Emily Casey and
Karen Orr to fill board positions vacated
by term limits. All board members stood
andwere recognized ly the group.
Sally Mackler; filling the role of friends

president,gave Blewett a commemorative

award to mark both dedication and serv­
ice during his tenure. The newly elected
board members, those currently serving
and the new presidentwere given a round
ofapplause.
Jim Kraus, refuge manager, gave an

update on the arrival of the whooping
cranes and their acclimation to the new
environment. Dr. George Archibald was
able to further enlighten the group about
the efforts of the International Crane
Foundation to save the whooping cranes
and this mighty effort that has been made
to establish a migratoryflock...
These efforts are-made possible thanks

to the many volunteers and organizations
enduring the difficulties and frustrations
of attempting to save America's rarest
crane species. The slides· shown by
Archibald clearly depicted the decline of
the whooping cranes and the dedication of
those trying to save them.
The refuge's most popular resident, the

manatee, was presented by biologist Bob
Bonde, who has been with the U.S.
Geological Survey, Biological Resources
Division, for 22 years. Bonde's slides
showed the challenges faced by winter
resident manatees with lessening use of

power plants becoming more critical for
their habitat Manatees drawn north of
their natural habitat by the warm water
outflowofthe powerplants now are affect­
ed by those plants' declining operations.
The hope that the Everglades restora­

tion projectwould encourage themanatee
to return to its natural environment and
slowlymove away fromthe powerplants is
the critical point ahead.
Lastly, Harold Estep, committee chair­

man of Swamp Stomp 2002, gave an
overview for the plans under way to run,
walk, kayak, canoe and bike through the
heart ofthe Nature Coast Saturday, May4.
The scope has been enlarged to include a
30k-bike loop. Participants may elect to
join one or all events by pre-registering.
Applications will soon be available
through the friends office at the refuge.
The meeting closed with light refresh­

ments and an informational presentation
about the volunteer opportunities avail­
able and working within the Friends of
Chassahowitzka NWR Complex· Ine.
group. Those who were unable to attend
the meeting may call the Friends at the
Refuge at 795-6326 or by e-mail at
fenwr@nccentral.com/fenwr.
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Several whooping cranes take flight Wednesday morning from Inslde of thelr penwhere the birds roost in the Chassahowltzka Nation
Refuge. The area inside the refuge is home to 17 of the birds during the wintering months. ....,

.... . .

A day in thepen ofCitrus County's whooping cranes in Chassahowtizk
GEORGE HUTCHENS

ghutchens@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle
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. Jr:~· h~ wh~op~rs get all the glory, but
Sara Zimorski does the dirty work
She slogs through ankle-deep mud

and is pecked by the endangered animals.
In other words, she has a blast .;1..

• To spend a morning with the International

Crane Foundation aviculturist is to get as close to a camouflaged tower near the
to the 17 whooping cranes at the Before the morning was through,
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge as • taken notes on theirbehavior, and ent
the law allows. pen inwhitecrane suit,establishingb
About every day, she swoops down the the dominant crane toavoid pecking
ChassahowitzkaRiverbyairboat to the seclud-:pen's real dominator," ''
ed pen where thewhoopers learn to forage. "As long asyou'rethe tallest,you're
and live in the wild.. -shape," shesaid, brushing off the la

On Wednesday morning, Zimorski clopped .,z-;;
across the muddy island, leading a small group ',"" Please see BIRD



2.A.#dM 'BIRDS sens.ere.rs±e:3#??{i'•. "Whenever they're _ready to m
&)f2;i?l 1- •• •• • " they'll just go," shesaid. .-

#$$i· , t$;Shi};}ii## "· .ss} continued fromPage 1A Shesaid sometimes the birds can]
4sj:jig_"._?2g?zsG...$2, l tish when she arrives, but on Wed?$k ., ·, ey i. s., .n... gr?-.au · s ¥¥

";;s?sf??? a..s$$5 suit always seems to attract they were calm, even as the grour
$3±$3 i' $j3$5$$i$$ 3?3 z3$$3%; She headed out in costumewith abucket pered and made noise in the tower

of Zeigler zoo animal feed, and was 100yards away.
approached by a number of cranes as she Scientists like Zimorski owe m
entered the pen She held her decoy crane their lifestyle to the extensive partn
head high, however, andmost ofthe territo- between the U.S. National Wildlife l
ry-conscious animals backed off. system, the ICF, the Citrus CountyAu-
In addition to wearing the white suit, Society and the number of other '{

Zimorski spends days checkingwaters near that help out by volunteering and
the cranes' pen for salt levels and depths. forms ofsupport
Shekeeps ajournal andwatches the cranes "The project would be impossible
for signs of maturity like changing color out all our partners," said 1
bands. She even listens for changes in their spokesman Shawn Gillette.

·.. voices. _ One volunteer from the partn
"It's like a teenager's voice changing, came along Wednesday. Pat Casse

almost," she said. works with the International Crane
Most of all, scientists at the refuge keep dation, OperationMigration, Friends

an eye out for signs of adjustment to the Chassahowitzka Wildlife Refuge an
wild. The purpose ofthe project, after all,is Fish &Wildlife Services. She got a gl.
to have a regular migration ofwild whoop- at the cranes.
ers. "They're learningto bewildbirds," she "I get excited every time," she said.
said. . The craneswere ledbyultralight ai
Zimorski said their· adjustment to the to the refuge last year from the Nee

wild is coming along. The birds regularly National WildlifeRefuge inWisconsiI
venture out of their pen, foraging in the project is designed to show the endan.
river for blue crabs and mollusks, she said. birds, which were hatched in captivit
Feed is always available, but Zimorski said right migration path and restor
the reliable supply won't keep them from species' population in NorthAmerica

: MATTHEWBECK/Chronicle
:Sara Zimorskl, an aviculturist with the
'International Crane Foundation dresses in a
white costume when she interacts with the
birds. The costume is used to disguise the
human form so the birds will not associate
people with any of their dally activities.



Cranes
near
winter
home

Official
estimate arrival
later this week
IICMAEL. TERRY

mte rry@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle

One thousand eight hundred
and seventy nine miles down
andonly 138 miles left to go.
Th.at relatively short flying

dista nee is all that remains
before an endangered species
of whooping cranes from
Wisconsin reaches their winter
destination at the Chassa­
howitzka National Wildlife
Refuge in western Citrus
County

Unyortunatelyde toadverse
weather conditions during the
past few days, that's the exact °

samedistance thatwas remain­
ingatdays end Saturday

Chuck Underwood, U.S. Fish
&Wildlife, who is with the crew
traveling on the ground from
Wisconsin to Chassahowitzka,
said the cranes have been
grounded in Hamilton County
and would not fly on Sunday

because of
high winds
in the
cranes'
flight path.
"It's just

way too
windy," he
said, noting
that while
they plan to
give it
another try .,,
Monday,
that isn't
looking too

Chuck promising,
Underwood either:

U.S. Fish & "The next
Wildlife. three offour

days are not
lookinggreat," he added.
In an effort to combat the

unfavorable weather condi­
tions, Underwood said his crew
spent most of Sunday trying to
find a couple of interim stops
for the cranes on their journeyto Chassahowitzka. On average,
the cranes have been travelling
between 55 and 65 miles a day.
"Ifwe can get the weather to

cooperate, we can get maybe 25
miles a day," he said. 'Just to get
us a little farther south so we
can get them as close as we
can."

It's
really just

" amatter
of wind
and

weather.
Withthe weather so unpre­

dictable, Underwood said itwas
reallyhard to say for surewhen
the cranes will reach
Chassahowitzka.

"Right now, we are lookingat
a window of no earlier than
Wednesday" he said. "Butmore
than likely it could be as late as
Friday or Saturday."
Underwood added that even

though this year's migration is
taking longer than last year's
migration, the cranes are in no
danger.
"While we have a general

timetable of around four to six
weeks for migration, we know
from previous studies that they
can take as little as 25 days or as
many as eight weeks " he said
"It's reallyjust a matter ofwind
and weather: We just need the
weather tc cooperate a little
betterwith us and then we'll be
on ourway."



Latest report has whoopers arriving Saturday
'1 JAt WITHERSPOON

jwitherspoon@
chronicleonl ine.com

Chronicle

The crew of Operation
Migration makes a daily deci­
sionto fly or not to fly.
The weather is the decision­

maker for the ultralight pilots
leading their flock of endan­
gered whooping cranes from
Wisconsin to Citrus County.
Latest reports indicate it

may be Saturday before the
cranes will make it to their new
home.

The birds and crew spent WHOOP
Monday night in Suwannee II' UP HOTLINE
County and flew 20.4 miles
Tuesday morning.
Fogisdelayingflightsuntil late

mornings. The birds are unac­
customed to the heat and it
strains them to make flights
longer than about 20 miles.
The staff at Chassahowitzka

National Wildlife Refuge and
the Whooping Crane Eastern that havebeen their surrogate
Partnership have worked parents for many months.
together to create an opportu- On the dayofarrival the pub­
nity for the public to see the lie is invited at 7:30 a.m. to
endangered birds, flying Crystal River Mall for a fly-by.
behind the ultralight planes Be at the north end of the mall

■ For a daily update and
arrival time in Citrus
County call the Whoop it
up Hotline at 564-0326.
On the day of arrival, the
public may view the
cranes' fly-by at 7:30 a.m.
at Crystal River Mall.

in the grassyareawhere repre­
sentatives of the Whooping
Crane Eastern Partnership
will give an educational pres­
entation at 8 a.m.
The journey through seven

states with the flock of young
whooping cranes is the begin­
ning of what is hoped will
become the second migratory
flock ofwhooping cranes in the
country.
If whoopers return to

Wisconsin in the spring, it will
help accomplish the project's
efforts to save the species from
extinction.
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Whooping
cranes land in
Chassahowitzka
GEORGE HUTCHENs

ghutchens@
chronic! eon I ine.com

Chronicle

ixteen whooping
cranes took the high
road Saturday morning
into Citrus County,
soaring 1,200 feet over

a crowd near Crystal River
Mall before arriving at the
Chassahowitzka National
Wildlife Refuge.

Please see ROOST/Page 4A

Whooping cranes follow an
ultralight aircraft Saturday
morning as they fly over
Crystal River before landing
at the Chassahowltzka
National Wildlife Refuge.
Sixteen of the whooping
cranes finished a 1,200-mile
Journey from Wisconsin as
part of a project to reintro­
duce the birds to the wlld.
BRIAN LaPETERIChronicle



Whooping I
cranes
reach
Florida
139more miles

togo
Associated Press

A small flock of endangered
whooping cranes migrating
south from Wisconsin, led by
ultralight aircraft, reached
Florida on Saturday after a 39-
mile flight from Georgia.
Organizers said the flock of

seven whooping cranes had
covered 1,078 miles and had
only another 139 miles to
reach the final destination, the
Chassahowitzka National
Wildlife Refuge in central
Florida.
The cranes started out from

the NecedahNational Wildlife
Refuge in central Wisconsin
Oct 17 and had been able to fly
on 20 days, as weather condi­
tions permitted.
The cranes were hatched

and raised at the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center in
Maryland before researchers
transported them to Necedah.
The project's goal is to create

a second migratory flock of
whoopingcranes, with the birds
finding their own way back to
Wisconsin in the spring. The
other flockwinters in Texas and
nestsinnorthwesternCanada.

At 5 feet tall, whoopers are
North America's tallest birds
and one of the world's rarest,
with only about 400 left The
whooping crane was near
extinction in 1941, with only
about 20 left.
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Nature sends refuge centennial party indoors
National refuge system benefits
from upsurge in.volunteerjs7,
ucLTERRY Brooksvine. 3-· .'

mterry@chronicleonline.com Refuge manager Jim Kraus
Chronicle said the national refuge system

.ii..ii hasbenefited from a tremen-
Not even a change in venue dous upsurge in volunteerism

to celebrate the 100th anniver- and the establishment ofcount­
sary of America's National less friends groups.
Wildlife Refuge System could . "Now there are more than
dampen. the spirits of ·those • 225. friends organizations
who care about preserving the around the country," he said,
fragile environment noting that these groups have
In a setting like the Chas- played and will continue to

sahowitzka National Wildlife play a role in the preservation
Refuge where the weather of fragile environments for the BRIAN LaPETERIChronlcle.
often times forces biologists in next 100 years. About 100 people turned out Sunday at the Plantatlon Inn for'
the field to make adjustments, One ofthose committed to its Wood, WInds and Water, a fund-ralser by the Friends of
it was only fitting that Mother preservation is Jim Green, who Chassahowltzka Natlonal WIldlife Refuge and Complex. Theevent,
Nature saw fit to rain on her said friends groups are respon. marks the centennlal of Amerlca's Natlonal WIldllfe Refuge;'
own celebration. sible forbringingan awareness System. Quintessentlal, a qulntet from Galnesvllle, performed dur-"
With a chance for rain in the to the importance of th Ing the event.

forecast, Sunday's event was national refuge system.
moved to the Plantation Inn & "The National Wildlife
Golf Resort where organizers Refuge Systemhas grown along
were not disappointed with the with our nation's commitment
packed house of loyal support- to preserving its natural her­
ers, which included U.S. Rep. itage through a system of 540
Ginny Brown-Waite, R- refuges encompassing about 94

t

•

million acres," he said. see the importance of preser-'
Green said one only has to. vation. • ,

look at endangered species The National Wildlife
like the manatees and the flock Refuge System will celebrate
of migratory whooping cranes its centennial anniversary
that callCitrus County home to March14.' 7•



Cranes begin journey to Citrus
'I

GEORGE HUTCHENS
ghutchens@

chronicleonline.com
Chronicle

Citrus County's most famous
snowbirds have launched their
migration to their winter home •
in Chassahowitzka.
Fifteen whooping cranes, all

of them less than a year old, on
Thursday left the Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge in
Wisconsin. By late morning
Friday, the birds had traveled
45.8 miles and were resting in a
field in SaukCounty, Wis. •
The cranes were supposed to

take offOct 8, but strongwinds
kept the ultralight aircraft that
guides them grounded. A good
day to fly didn't come until
Thursday.
Scientists with a partnership from the familiarity ofNecedah

that includes the International refuge, they'llmore consistently
Crane Foundation, Operation follow the ultralight aircraft,"
Migration, Friends of the said Operation Migration pilot
Chassahowitzka. National Joe Duff. •.
Wildlife Refuge and state and The birds' departure marks
federal wildlife agencies travel the beginning ofthe long, some­
with the birds. times arduous trek south.

One ultralight pilot said once Sometime in November or
the cranes leave the refuge in December the flock is expected
Necedah, the birds are likely to to appear here. They will land
be a little more focused onfly- atthepen on an isolated island
ing. within the Chassahowitzka
"We're fairly confident that National Wildlife Refuge.

now that these birdsare away Shawn Gillette of the Crystal

MATTHEWBECK/Chronicle fife
The annual mlgratlon of whooping cranes from WIsconsln to
Chassahowltzka has begun. These birds, photographed In the
Chassahowltzka National WIldllfe Refuge in February of 2003, suc­
cessfullymade the long trek last year.

RiverNational Wildlife Refuge,
said on this end of the migra­
tion, officials will soon begin
burning offbrush on the island
with a brand-new toy.
A tank-like "Marshmaster"

now sits nearthe Crystal River
refuge office, and will be used
to burn brush around the
island. Funds were raised by
Conico Phillips and a federal
grant to buy the machine,
Gillette said. •. . •

"All we have to donow is get
a team together" he said. .-
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Park celebrates wild thin
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Birding tour, open house, speakerplanned ,%2%2%21"7%2%%
call 563-2088. • • •

CHERI HRRIS Shawn Gillette. a U.S.Fish and The open house at the refuge head-
charris@chronicleonline.com Wildlife Service Refuge ranger, said quarters will' start at 10 a.m. with live

Chronicle this year's festivities mark the 100th Florida folk music throughout the day,
· anniversary of the wildlife refuge sys- lectures, educational exhibits and chil-

Fromwhooping cranes and manatees tem. dren'sactivities. Refreshments will be
to bald eagles, a variety of protected "This year is extra special," Gillette for sale. . .
creatures find shelter in the 32,000-acre said.'. At 11 a.m., Phyllis Baker will give a
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Early-risers can enjoy a King's Bay talk titled "Living Gems, Butterfly
Refuge complex. birding tour thatwill depart at7:30 a.m. Awareness." At noon, PatCasselberry
For those who enjoy catching from the dock at the refuge headquar- will talk about the Whooping Crane

glimpses ofunusual wildlife, it's a natu- ters. Boats will load at7:15a.m. . Project that brings migrating whooping The American Alligator and the
ral reason for making merry.. .. Experienced guides will point out cranes from the Necedah National American Crocodile."
On Saturday, the · Crystal River unusual birds along the tour route. Wildlife Refuge in . Wisconsin to Free boat rides on King's Bay will be

National Wildlife Refuge headquartersAfter the tour, Friends of the Chassahowitzka. Harold Nugent from offered from 10 a.i. to 3 p.m. During
will throw open its doors for the ninth ' Chassahowitzka National Wildlife the Suwannee National Wildlife one boat ride last year; Gillette said sev­
annual National Wildlife Refuge Week RefugeComplex Inc. will serve break- Refuge, will give a presentation at 1 eralmanatees surrounded the boat.
celebration. . fast. Fee for the boat tour and breakfast p.m. titled "The Incredible Survivors: "Itwas just great," he said..

«

• I

EI WHAT: Ninth annual National
WildlifeRefugeWeek Celebration.
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Crystal River National

Wildlife Refuge headquarters, 1502
S.E. Kings Bay Drive, Crystal River,
located next to the Port Hotel and

. Marina. •
• ■ COST: Free
. . In INFO: 563-2088



the refuge's waterways. Visitors
were treated· to bright blue skies
and glassy-smooth waters on
Saturday..
"We would have paid,]said Sally
Leathering, a visitor from Levy
County. "Itwas theperfectday for it"
Roosevelt would have fallen for

the music on Saturday, too.
On Saturday, the Crystal River Amid wooden cutouts of whoop-

National Wildlife Refuge - the ing cranes - the actual birds are
famous home to hundreds ofmana- beginning their migration from
tees-opened its doors to the com- Wisconsin this month folk
munity to celebrate its 100th birth- singers pounded outold Bob Dylan
day. and Neil Young tunes as volunteers
The refuge systemwas inaugurat- and visitors lunched.

ed in 1903 by President Theodore The earliest risers took in a
Roosevelt An outdoorsman him- King's Bay birding tour, and
self, Roosevelt probably would throughout the day, lectures, educa­
have loved Saturday's celebration tional exhibits and other children's •
in Crystal River. activities saw a steady stream of-
Kids got close-ups of turtles. wide-eyed kids.

Some even touched the shells. . The Chassahowitzka National
"I knocked on his back when he Wildlife Refuge complex includes

put his head in," said PattyLynch, a the Crystal River Wildlife Refuge
• kindergartner. with its manatees, and the

Roosevelt would have liked the Chassahowitzka National Wildlife
turtles, and he certainly would Refuge, home to whooping cranes.
have gone for the free rides around The refuge hosted the event.

»

. .
Refuge celebrates
birthday in style
GEORGE HUTCHENS

ghutchens@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle
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BRIANLaPETER/Chronicle
Chase Cox, 6, looks at a dlamondback terrapin Saturday during the National

. Wildllfe Refuge Week Celebration at the Crystal River National Wlldllfe .
Refuge headquarters. The protected species Is indigenous to the area.
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Cranes, crewready to soar south

• I • • •IllThe autumnalmigration During the weeks that follow the gratoryhooping crane flock in west

O
··rultralight ledwhoopm· g . birds will fall into fonnation behind central florida. ' :· •
7 E-I » 'I the aircraft winding their way south "Atthis time of year, we'dlike to

cranes fromWisconsin is for as _many miles a day as they can get in more training days," she said
set for Oct.8. }Yapdheigather,permits untilhey Thursday.ButRaywas still yery, pi-

nally arrive in eir prepare winter mistic about this year's birds. At this
home deep inside the Chassahowitz- timelast year, trainers were pushing
ka NationalWildlife Refuge. to get 20-minute flights on a regular ;

Along for the flight will likely be basis before starting the migration. i
cranes from the classes of 2001 and This year's group has already done'
2002, which successfully made the several 30-minute sessions.'' ·i

1,200-mile flight to Citrus County and The decision of when to leave is: [
the returnflight home. based ona variety of criteria includ- i

Fall has begun to grip the birds ing the age of the birds, their ability, ;
training site and summer homeat th healthand endurance and the readi­
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge. hess of the crew. "The kicker, of
Windy conditions for the past four Course, is the weather,' Ray said. .
days have kept the training birds The staff also has to check with
grounded, accordingto Heather Ray, he 38 potentialmigration hosts
administrative director for Operation along. the route tobe sure they are
Migration, the Canada-based non. ready and aware that theymightsoon
profit group, that has been working See the telltale outline of ultralights
for several years to reestablish a mi- Please seeMIGRATION Page 6• . • ..- ...... ·. ..: . .'\. .... . • .· : •.

By BARBARA BEHRENDT
TImes StaffWriter

CRYSTAL RIVERWith an ea­
ger flock that seems evenmore ready
for the challenge than last year's
group, the whooping cranereintrod­
uction -team from Operation Migra­
tion have set Oct. 8 as the tentative
departure date fromWisconsin.

Weather and all other variables
permitting, ultralight aviators in their
crane costumes will crawl behind the
wheels of their aircraft that morning
and lead 16 new whooping cranes
mto the sky ior the beginning ofthe
flight of their lifetimes. ...

"
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' south Oct. 15. said. "And especially when we
..Mig· ration . • mtiniately, the crew hopes the .were the cause of its decline."

birds will begin breeding in a Before crane conservation ef­
• from Page1 fewyears and teachingtheir own forts got under way several de-

youngsters the flight path. By cades ago, only 15 whooping
and whooping cranes in forma- • 2010, the ultralights might not cranes survived in the world. If
tion heading in theirdirection. be needed any more, and a via- thisyear's migration issuccess-

Seventeen crane chicks made ble flockwill do all the migration ful, just this migratory flock will
it to training this year but one, work on their own. have reached 36, more than.
No: 14, died after a training acci- Even though this work mir- twice what once existed.'.
dent. That means this year's rors the past two years' efforts, To keep the public informed
flock equals the number that Ray said the crew doesn't lookat on the progress of the birds both
flew the route last year. A total of this . as just any job. A certain .. • l:Jefore the migration begins and ·
20 birds have made the flight. amount of passion for this mis- while itis going on, Operation
and return trip in the past two sion is required. "It's hard to put Migration makes regular up-
years. Twelve of them were it into words," Ray said. 'dates on its Web site, which is:
hanging around Necedah earlier "There are people who tell us http://www.operationmigration-
thisweek, and the otherswere in it's an awful lot of money to .org/.
nearby areas, Ray said. spend on a bird, but who arewe -Barbara Behrendt can bereachedat
Last year, the birds headed toput a value on this bird?" she 564-3621 orbehrendt@sptimes.com. ..
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lght airplanes to lead birds on
manmade migrations. Duff
joined him in 1994 to lead the

Continued from Page 1A first aircraft migration of 18
geese· from Ontario, Canada to

ry population consisted of 174 Virginia. • • .
birds that wintered in At Necedah, Duff, alongwith
Arkansas National Wildlife the whooping crane trainers
Refuge in Texas and sum- and biologists, never let the
mered in Wood . Buffalo young cranes see them as peo­
National Park in Canada. ple. They wear special white
Scientists say a natural dis- suits to .make them look like

aster, a disease outbreak or parent birds.
human impacts could wipe out. The trainers dress in the
a single isolated wild popula- suits before theygo to work and
tion ofwhooping cranes. never speak when they are
That was why the U.S. Fish near the birds. Instead, they

and Wildlife Service, the carry recorders on their hips
International Whooping Crane that play a comforting whoop­
Recovery Team, Operation ing crane call.
Migration and other groups • The trainers also carry a pup­
teamed up to form the petwith them that looks like the
Whooping Crane Eastern head and neck of a whooping TERRYWllT/Chronicle
Partnership in 1998. crane adult. Food is released operation Migration team members gather at thelr headquarters in Necedah National Wildlife Refuge
."Every species is of critical throughthe bill ofthe puppet to in Wisconsin. Clockwise, from left, are: handler Mark Nipper, biologist Dan Sprague holding a crane
importance to the ecosystem," teach the birds how to forage in puppet, Operatlon Migration co-founder Joe Duff, who also pilots an ultralight, pilot Richard
said Duff, explaining why the the wild, a skill their parents Vanheavelen, blologist-handler Sara Zimorskl and public use ranger Molly Mehl.
whooping crane is important would convey to them if they . . · ! .• •

"We have 6 billion people on were born in the wild. and play whooping crane calls feed the birds.
the Earth and 400 whooping Later in the summer, the through a loudspeaker: In the wild, the strongest
cranes. Which is more impor- birds begin flying for longer When the weather cools, the bird takes the lead and the oth­
tant?" periods of time behind an ultralights and pilots will fly to ers follow in his wake. The
William Lishman pioneered ultralight to build strength. The Chassahowitzka, stopping 50' sameistrue ofthe ultralights.

the technique of using ultra- pilots also dress as adult birds times along the way to rest and "It's like surfacing on a
• ·'+, ,« •• Fa -st... ,

-----==----·_..J..... ---.. - --· ·-- ........ ·--·-·-· _, __ .,, ,. --
a

wave," Duff said.
Editor's note: Chronicle

reporter Terry Witt recently
visited Necedah National
Wildlife Refuge while vaca­
tioningin Wisconsin.

-- ...... ·-----



t
CLAIMS DON'T WASH

Chassahowitzka
sewer project
a team effort

. ·-

C hassahowitzka property Perturbed over the county and
owner Mickey Newberger its legislative delegation renaming
has been on a crusade to the Chassahowitzka project as

save his beloved Chassahowitzka Homosassa Phase Iv, Newberger
River. In carrying his crusade for- has further claimed that the pro­
ward, Newberger appears to see ject's loss of identity places future
himself as a knight in shining Chassahowitzka funding in jeop­
armor single-handedly pressing ardy.
the battle to obtain state funds for This claim doesn't wash at all.
the construction of a main sewer Gov. Jeb Bush's budgetguidance
line into the unincorporated clearly affirmed on-going projects
community ofChassahowitzka. would receive funding priority
It is not surprising, that an and new projects would, as a rule,

amendment made by Sen. Richard be disapproved. The linking ofthe
Mitchell, D-Jasper; has Newberger Chassahowitzka with the on-going
fighting mad. Mitchell's amend- Homosassa project has proven to
ment would reallocate $400,000 be a wise decision. It has made
from the original $1.25 million ear- state funding of the
marked for the Chassahowitzka Chassahowitzka possible, espe­
project to meet the urgent waste- cially during a time of reduced
water needs of the -------- state revenues, and
small town of has garnered
Callahan on the THE ISSUE: $941,000 in matching
Florida border near Chassahowitzka funds.
Jacksonville. With sewer funds. Newberger's claim
his ire raised, that much of the $3.5
Newberger has OUR OPINION: million received by
made a number of the county for water
claims that don't Not a one-man and sewer projects
wash and only serve band• during the past four
to make the years would not have
Chassahowitzka's been possible were it 1

political waters muddier: not for his connections with the
Inexplicably directing his ire Legislature's leadership doesn't

toward County Commissioner · wash either. Working in concert,
Gary Bartell, Newberger has County Commissioner Bartell,
claimed that Mitchell reallocat- Rep. Nancy Argenziano, R­
ed the funds to the town of Dunnellon, and Sens. Mitchell,
Callahan only after Bartell gave Anna Cowin, R-Leesburg, and
it his blessing. This claim doesn't Ginny Brown-Waite, R-Spring Hill,
wash. Mitchell's difficult deci- have been instrumental in obtain­
sion to reallocate the funds with- ing Bush's funding approval for
in his senate district to another both the Chassahowitzka and
community in need was Homosassaprojects.

'A



-Mitenelrsalone. As Mitchell AlthoughMickey Newberger's '
acknowledged, "Someone has to efforts have helped to focus the
make the hard decisions and I Legislature's fiscal eye on the
made it" Chassahowitzka River, the
Newberger also claims that orchestration of state funding

Bartell "hasbeenan obstructionist has not been the result of a one­
on this project since day one, and man band. To the contrary, the
we're going to complete it in spite success in obtaining state funds,
of him." This claim also doesn't as well asmatching funds from
wash. Bartell has been a highly the Coastal Rivers Basin Board,
tenacious point man on water have been made possible by the
issues for the Citrus County Board team effort of county officials,
of Commissioners. Steeped in the county's legislative delega­
regional water issues, he has tion and concerned residents.
relentlessly led the fight to pre- The notion that one person has
serve our county's waters and has been primarily responsible for
worked diligently to make central preserving· the Chassahowitzka 1

water and sewer a countywide Riveras an "OutstandingFlorid;
reality. Waterway" simply doesn'twash





TIME
Continued from Page lA

ing over us," she wrote.
By the result of their work,

Calbeck said students clearly
appreciated the beauty and
history of Chassahowitzka.
Research included a field trip
on the Chassahowitzka River,
which left a lasting impression,
he said.

One of the boat captains for
that trip was Howard Bryant,.
whose only access to his home
is by river.
"I think this is wonderful,"

Bryant said. "They have great
imaginations. I wouldn't have

dth; "mIsse 1s....
Strickland's great aunt was

Maggie Smith, as in Miss
Maggie Drive, the main road

that winds through
Chassahowitzka.
He offered his hotel to show­

case the artwork Students will
leave them there for a week
"They've done a good job,

they really have," he said.
Students showed their indi­

vidualism. Emily Merritt's
effort was a pleasurable scene·
of the old hotel.

She wrote: "After observing
this picture for the first time, in
black and white, my first reac­
tion was, 'what a mess!' Now I
see it as a place that on a sunny
Saturday afternoon, I would
love to go outside under the
trees and sit back and relax."
The project was Erin Fields'

brainchild. As it turns out
Fields, a senior, may be the
only student in the class with.

This is. an
all-A class.

Jack Calbeck
photography teacher.

memories of old
Chassahowitzka.

So she recalled that spooky,
mysterious sensation that nor­
mally accompanied nighttime
visits to the rivet
"Most of the times I have

gone there have been at night,
so to me, Chassahowitzka is a
scary place," Fields wrote.

Calbeck, who lives in
Chassahowitzka, could not sup­
press his pride.

"This." he said "is an all-A9 · )

class."

. ,
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SECURITY

RickAmick, a
volunteer for
U.S. Fish&
WildlifeService,
passes the
camouflaged
observation
post next to the
whooping
cranes' roosting
area at .
Chassahowit2ka
.National
Wildlife Refuge.
Biologistswill
monitor the
cranes daily
throughout
their stay.

Times photos-TED McLAREN

Chassahowitzka will be expected to fly on its own fly on a particular day.
back to its summer roosting area in Wisconsin. The flyover is one of the rare public aspects of the

- 'If they make it back to Wisconsin, thenthey've crane program. Once the cranes are in place for the
achieved something very important," Kraus said. winter at Chassahowitzka, wildlife officials do all they
"And after that Iwould hope that they've pickedup an to keep them separated from curious humans.
some survival skills." . _, j < When the cranesarrive, their pen will beawaiting

So _far, the Chassahowitzka site appears to be them.Getting it readyhasn't been an easy job.
appealing, because cranes from previous years are. Fish and wildlife workers have yanked a few
alreadyarriving on their own atthe refuge. • helpers from waist-deep mud, sometimes yanking

Besides the muddy work that takes place in the them so hard that their boots remainstuck behind in
marsh, a network of other volunteers is doingother. the marsh.-.·....c • .
work to prepare for the cranes' arrival. DickBlewett, e .... » .·.__ ...__. ..
president of the Friends of the Chassahowitzka Na- "This is a treat, 'refuge ranger Shawn Gillette said
tional Wildlife Refuge Complex, said his group is one day last week, referring to the firmer-than-usual
preparing for the morning when the cranes fly over mudhe was working in. Not one person had to be
Crystal River Mall.' : • rescued that day... .·•.'·.

Blewett said he estimatesthe cranes could be here Notevery day is as pleasurable.
in about one week, but organizers must act quickly as "We're ahead of the game this year," Gillette said.
the cranes move in closer because each day's weather "So far we've retrieved all the employees, all the
determineswhether the ultralights and the craneswill volunteers -and all their boots." a ;

1- ' . , ...
'..'· ·A·
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Are you fine in a sleeping bag under the stars, or do you need amint onyour pillow? Howeveryou camp, Florida has something for you.
r.,ZEE.22"e'5] ye scAro
•. Times Correspondent.,;.;.;.;..;..--:-=---------------

The concept of campingis different for many
people. I have friends who think staying at a motel
without remote-controlTV is camping. Some say if
room service is late, that's roughing it.

But camping appeals to many, and some call it
luxunous. Campers usually speak affectionately
about their time in the wild.

There are those who find value in roughing it
to the maximum. This group
backpacks miles into the
wilderness, pitching Spartan
campsites in remote loca­
tions. When first light comes,
it's on to the next destination.
They experience the out­
doors from a deliberate per­
spective.

Some peoplewish only to
limit the extravagances of
modern living when
camping.This group finds life
in a tenters' primitive section
of a campground acceptable,
but the showers and facilities
can't be too far off.

Then there are thosewho
define camping by the
amount of luxury they can
carry, drive or pull into the
wilderness with them. Their
needs are different than
those looking for more
Spartan accommodations.
Most of this group are willing to forgo roughing it,
but love their time in the outdoors.

Florida has camping for all of these groups.
Campgroundsvary. Some are basic, offeringno

more than a place to pitch a tent or park a recre­
ational vehicle.

Then there ar.e locations offering all the ameni-
ties, including pools and recreational opportunities.

In the fancier campgrounds, the showers and
facilities are near the laundry machines. The pool
may be Olympic sized, and camping spaces are
equipped with water, electric, sewer and cable TV
hookups.

For those who enjoy roughing it, excellent
camping can be found in many ofFlorida's national

RAW
«as2) - 119
JUST NOR F CRYSTAL RIVER MALL

forests and Wildlife Management Areas. A
camping permit must be obtained to camp in
Wildlife ManagementAreas.

There are 11 national parks and four national
forests in Florida that offer camping in one form or
other. People who enjoy deliberate camping may
find remote backpacking and primitive opportuni­
ties in the national forests more to their liking.

Nearest to home, and one of the more visited
forests, is the Ocala National Forest It offers devel­

oped campgrounds and
rustic undeveloped opportu­
nities, with the most devel­
oped campgrounds at
Alexander Springs, Salt
Springs and Juniper Springs.

Other camping opportu­
nities include state parks,
county or city parks and pri­
vately owned campgrounds.
All fill a niche.

National and state parks
and forest camping areas are
usually well maintained.
Many county and city parks
are in good condition, but the
quality varies. Privately
owned campgrounds can
vary greatly, so find a way to
check them out before
checking in.

Florida is home to awide
array of ecosystems and
wildlife. From the pine
forests and black water,

cypress swamps of the Panhandle to the sandy
beaches of both peninsula coasts, clear to the low­
lying keys, campers can enjoy ahugevariety ofnat­
ural settings.

Fees for camping vary greatly. Short-term
campers find reasonable fees at state and national
parks. Costs can vary from a few dollars a day for
more rustic settings to hundreds of dollars per
week in privately owned campgrounds with luxu­
rious accommodations.

Weather is always a factor for campers, and
Florida'sweather, while mild much of the year, can
range from chilly to blistering hot Be prepared for
all temperatures. Nothing can ruin avacation faster
than excruciating sunburn.

Chassahowitzka River
Campground offers a bit of
everything for campers.

.\....



Volunteers help to rel
By Ken Dougherty
Staffwriter

Dog Island, one of the few pieces of fairly
solid ground outside the mouth of the
Chassahowitzka River and nestled in the
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge
Complex, has served as a storm sanctuary and
picnic area for boaters for about 25 years.
Saturday about 35 volunteers were busy giv­

ing the island facilities a facelift it has needed
since the "'no-name storm" blew through in
1993.
Pat Conrad, who lives within sight of the

island to the south, remembers that the storm
Ken Dougherty/For the Chronicle

Volunteers and Chassahowitzka National
Wildlife Refuge Complex staff worked
Saturday to renovate the Dog Island recre..
ational facility. The island was badly dam­
aged in the "no name storm" in 1993.

took his and two other homes as well as some of
the Dog Island facilities.
"It completely destroyed all three houses.

Where that chimney is standing was a house,
and we put the other two back," he said while
gazing south of the renovation project

Conrad, who was raised in Inverness,
declined to say how old he is, but said that he
has been on the Chassahowitzka River since he
was 12 years old.
He said that he graduated from Citrus High

School in 1939 and his graduating class recently
celebrated its 50th anniversary, and since he
was a youngster he loved the area where he now
lives.
"This is a good part of the world," declared

Conrad, who traveled through Europe during
World War II. "We drank a lot of beer out here,

Please see ISLAND, Page SA

'continuedfrom Page 1A

but we also would come out here
and clean it all up.
Bob Quarles, refuge officer with

the Fish and Wildlife Service,
worked Saturday on the dock and
shelter he originally built a quar­
ter-century ago.
"I built it with a couple of kids,

including an outhouse," he said,
noting that the shelter over the
picnic area withstood the 1993
storm that took many people by
surprise and is likened to a
Category 1 hurricane in wind
strength and storm surge.
."There was a 16-foot picnic

table underthe shelter made from
two-by-10s. It disappeared during
the storm and never was found.

The shelter held up except for a
little roof damage," Quarles said.
Since the 1993 storm, the dock

deteriorated and needed replace­
ment, and since the place was a
popular stop for local boaters it
became the first project for the
Friends of the Chassahowitzka
National Wildlife Refuge
Complex.
"It's always been a place people

enjoyed. You can tell it is popular
by seeing all the people who are
here to help," refuge director
Elizabeth Souheaver said.

Quarles said that at one time
tours and bird watching trips were
offered by the wildlife service in
that area and the island was a pop­
ular rest area on the.tours.
"It looks like we'll be getting

into that again," Quarles said, and
Souheaver agreed.

"We want to start the birding
tours again. There's not a lot of

uplands in this area, which is why
we decided to reclaim it These
people love it here, which is why
so many of them turned out to
help. Someday we'd like to have a
fishing pier, and we can make it
accessible to the handicapped. We
have specifications from our engi­
neers," Souheaver said.
Jane Shaw, member of the

friends of the refuge and chair­
woman of the Dog Island project,
was pleased with the turnout of
volunteers. .
"It's a very good turnout, and we

have a lot ofhighly skilled people,
too," she said.

Craftsmen and volunteers spent
the morning building new picnic
tables, adding on to the roof cover
for the picnic area, finishing the
new dock and installing a com­
posting toilet on the island. The
day finished with a lunch cooked
on the island.



Officials seek
ways to fix
fiver'swoes
By Jim Hunter
Staffwriter

As a Soup of property owners in
Chassahowitzka have filed suit against the state
over pollution in the Chassahowitzka River; local
officials and representatives are continuing their
efforis to find a way to bring sewer to the area.

County Commissioner Gary Bartell, who has
spearheaded the effort to bring a regional sewer
system to the southwest quadrant of the county,
said the county has been working for more than six
months with U.S. Rep. Karen Thurman, D­
Dunnellon, to find money to fund a hook-up for the
community to the nearby Sugarmill Woods sewage
treatment plant .

Sugarmill Woods is now served by Florida Water
Services, a private utility that also serves a number
of Citrus County communities.
The strategy officials are using is that the feder­

al government should be concerned enough about
the effect of pollution that flows into the
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge to come
up with some money to help remedy the situation.

• Samplings last year showed times of extremely
high bacterial counts in some of the canals and
parts of the headwaters of' the river:·
Charles Bradley of the county's Environmental
Health Unit said the pollution problem has been
known for a number of years and when septic sys­
tems can be identified as direct pollution sources,
the owners have been forced to take remedial
action. id.i thatPart of the problem, officials have sai, is 1a
the area itself is not a good one for septic systems
and some of'the olderones would not pass today's
standards even when new. That, alongwith the soil
situation and runoff, contributes to the high bacte-
rial counts, they have said. .
The county and the Southwest Florida Water

Management District are funding a $70,000 study to
do more in-depth testing, which Bradley said could
help pinpoint exactly where the pollution is com-
ing from. a, lysi 1st fallA University of South Florida anal zsis last fa
indicated the presence of pathogenic viruses.
The property owners' lawsuit cites that and

other tests as showing the state Department of
E • tal Protection (DEP) has not protectednvronmen . , 1d
the resource or the citizens. The suit demands
action to remedy the situation.
The DEP would not be the agency to build a

sewer plant or collection system and connection to
Sugarmill Woods, but it can help find the money for
a private orgovernment project.

Alyse Preston/Chroniclephoto
Patty Weeks, left, takes advantage of the beautiful weather Saturday by taking a canoe ride down the
Chassahowitzlta. Riv.er with her son, Steve, and da!'gh!er Sa~antha. A group of Chassahowitzka property 7e,rs/. Please see RIVER, Page 4A
have announced plans to sue the state over pollution in the river. e'
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RIVER
continuedfrom Page 1A

Bartell said that even as he has
been talking with Florida Water
about its possible expansions and
the possibility of connecting
Chassahowitzka to its system, the
county has been negotiating with
Florida Water to buy its sewer and
water utilities in the county.
That would have to be done

through a bond issue, he said, but
he added that the hegotiations for
purchase are only in the very
beginning stages. Figures haven't
even been formulated yet, he said.
In the meantime, though there

was no congressional appropria­
tion last year for a solution to the
problem, one of Thurman's aids,
Nora Matus, said there is some
hope.

"It's abrand new Congress," she
said and pointed out that after Bob
Livingston's announcement of
retiring, Florida Rep. Bill Young
took over as chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee, which
might bode well for such a project
She said, however, the agencies

involved, such as the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, which manages
the refuge, would also have to rec-
ognize the problem and make that
a priority in their agency budgets.
Bartell said that even if the

county didn't buy the Sugarmill
Woods utility, it probably at some
point would want to create tie-ins
with that system once the new
regional plant on County Road 480
is constructed, and so the county is
moving in a direction thatwill pro­
vide options to solve the problem.
The Chassahowitzka River

Restoration Committee, the group
that filed suit against the DER
however, is trying to force that
solution sooner than later, saying
the state has an obligation to pro­
tect its citizens against what it
calls a serious health threat
Another avenue for funding is

the state Legislature, and state
Rep. Nancy Argenziano, R-Crystal
River, who last year got $750,000
for the southwest sewer project,
said she will again ask for appro­
priations.
Meanwhile, the DEP has 30 days

to remedy the problem before the
suit can actually be filed. David
Guest, the Earthjustice Legal
Defense Fund attorneywho filed on
behalf of the property owners, said
he hoped to begin talks with state
officials before that but felt the
group will file next month in Citrus
circuit court and end up with some
kind of consent decree or court
order for action on the issue.
Bradley said he had forwarded

the suit to Citrus Health
Department Administrator Mary
Beth Nayfield and the state health
department.

EFG RT UP.(UV -



COUNTY

• Crystal River, Florida 32629 • Inverness, Florida 32652

Sunday
August 21, 1988

50 Cents

Peaceful escape
The quiet Chassahowitzka River in south Citrus County is one of our
hidden assets. While boaters clog the Crystal and Homosassa Rivers
each weekend, the Chassahowitzka manages to attract those seeking a

quiet time where Mother Nature still rules. The cabin is a weekend fish
escape. (Photo by Gerard Mulligan).
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3"±"ea "-p" CHASSAHOWITZKA The ped," he sald. ..." ', •}• The wood stork, which Ls on the..'
{ Chassahowitzka National Wildlife "Most of them move out In May threatened list, Is common In '
} Refuge ls a vast marshland of but one or two may remain, es- winter, Collinsworth said, but It '

nzj5-!E {{ 24,000 acres In Citrus County and peclally young ones." G· has not been reproducing well, es- '
z-is'@?5ks li 7,000 acres In Hernando County.' Florida has one of the largest peclally since drought conditions {

? -SC;3:• [> ·. . 1blz5gr";ii5 s .g': It Is not classltled as a eagle populations In the natlon. have lowered the water tal le. '
? :;iii,"=Ez EV "wilderness area" becauseIt ": The bald eagle Is so namedbecause'Seven to ten thousand- birds, ;

=: -pg?ii;zS?-e"TT=:. ~ welcomes human visitors who''of the whiteness_of Its head.' mostly herons, cormorants, and!
_f2?}f3sh$p554gr?n@myna ! aae y the rulesand perts" teathers..vii; egrets, nest t the outer 1lands..._.

5.s;Zs"i-Fi?cs {hunting and fishing. a < re Another bird, the brown pelican,.•. The vividly colored wood ducks
Enis5"rs-n-nn,, ioneot 4oo such retuges tnthe""whtchtsresent here,ts;on,he : aremore abundant than was .
~-=--,..,,, -~'.~=~'i":":··- -: -. · -:- :··- ~,·.~it •'nation. 1•:1inaJot' pufi,ose ·or·:the ';' federa1_··. ·endabger'ed· :uit,' •. :; originally -th'ouglit, Collln.sworth.. . 1

+.. 5 • • i,..refuge ls conservation of plant and Collinsworth sald. Also on the llst' sald.'· .' •
3i'. •• k'.animal life Includingespecially ls the peregrine falcon, oneor two The refuge manager sald there
SCENES ON THE RIVER: ' 'some. ot the specles class!fledas" ot which are seen here each°' are about 20 bobcats In the area.

0Below, Bob Quarles, left and· f.1:· :"endangered" or "threatened."--·.;,. winter:· • • ~ ._: ·' .-- •.- ·;·i•:. -· This animals, larger than a houae~~ ~
Bob Ziabro, conduct tours of ' Among the rarely observed : Collinsworth said osprey, which cat and having an abbreviated tall,
Chassahowitzka River via pspecles at the refuge Ls the bald' build nests on tops oftrees, arenot . Ls found throughout Florida but Ls
alrboat. Old fishing shanty, }, eagle, national emblem of the 'on any list yet but are fewer In.: being considered .for thesmall .cove, are typical e E; United States, which many people number than formerly. ·; • "threatened" IIst. Bobcats,
'refuge area. {·feel Ls heading tor extinction. The. The refuge also provides a home:....,Collinsworth said, require a large''"-'° $eagle seems to be allerglc to· for alligators, which are listed as•:. territory In thelr foraging for food..

k human civilization and its numbers " threatened, and manatees, com- " A few black bears are In the'
« ;i appear to be dwindling. • monly called sea cows, which are refuge, Collinsworth sald, and a

Photos By }' EdCollinsworth, manager of the.considered endangered. These lat- te wa turkeys. He «ala the,
Lawrence Bugg t refuge, sald he had counted seven :terare giant, gentle mammalsthat bears sometimes feed during the,

•;eaglesso far this year, but four seek thecomparative warmthof day. T ,

> saw» " Hunting Is allowed In season
• During the duck season, which Ls
from Thanksgiving to mid-.
January, hunters must use steel,
shot In order to protect the game,

. from lead poisoning.
, a

.·": Collinsworth sald people are In-
.' vited to take tours of the refuge In

organized groups. More than 600
students visited last year.
Transportation In the refuge Ls

by alrboats, which gllde among the
grassy waters with an ease not
possible with ordinary water cratt:
The boats can travel at speeds

up to 55 miles an hour but even at
30 mlles per hour the wind rushes
Into the face briskly. ]

On a recent tour Bob Quarles

.
Area


