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NTRODUCTION.
The 30,514-acre Chassahowitzka .
lished in1943,is locatedinCitrusand Iernan
imately 70 milesnorth ofTampa andSt. Petersbu
of Homosassa Springs.Theentire refugewasinc..
thatwas undertaker todeterminewilderness ossi
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•. product ot the_sfiallowsalt w a of the Gulfof
'Texicoandthegleamingfreshwaters ofthe rivers.... :::- .... - - ..... .. ~ .... ... •-. ·- : . .. :- .. ... . . ...... - .... ~ ., ... . ... . .. -
nd springs that flow into thearea,Chassahowitzka
efuseistrulyaplaceofscenicbeauty.Nearly 21.00
cresoftherefugearevegetatedwithadenseneedl
·1sh-sawgrassmarshinterspersedwithcabbagepal

: dcedartreeislands.Withapproximately8,000acre
• -, ._· : a ,a , »s .t » • » s,·?ff. fsaltwaterbays,streams,andponds.and1500acr

...es <5 -cut-overswampland,therefugeis " aparadi
3±%5; orwildlife'andpeople. The shallowwatersareabu
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: Es aquaticswhichattractthousands;ofwaterfowl,ot
Es± : waterbirds. andmanymarinespecies."
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2±. Temperaturesintherefuge localeareChamber ot Cc
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hf2i±5zag$sis mercemildwithextremesrangingfrom12 to 98
er.3;_Ee±; igrees.Thecolder temperaturesarefairlyuncommc

_HOMOSASSA_BAY .."s- ..Zs-s-CS;j;"Zs:,n;sec
CissAHOWTrzxA REFUGE .&>." Averageannualrainfallapproaches54.inches.
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InCitrusCounty;therefugeboundaryincludes tt••
waterbottomsacquiredinteetitlebtheFederalGovernmaent;inHernandoCountythe'boundaryextend
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ANYONE CONCERNED M+". .GEDTO PEI HASS
TIONAL WILDLIFE REF NALINFORMATION O) . WIL
MAYBE OBTAINEDFR EMANAGER, CHASSAH .DLIFE
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PREFACE
The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (Public Law 88-577)

provided the authority and indicated the procedure by which National
Wildlife Refuges, meeting the necessary requirements, are to be con­
sidered for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.
This law directed the review of every roadless area of 5,000 contig­
uous acres or more and every roadless island within the National
Wildlife Refuge System.

The Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge qualifies as a wilder­
ness study area. The four islands comprising the refuge are located
two to three miles off the coast of Levy County. Ranging in size
from 10 to 165 acres, the refuge islands total 378 acres. Narrow
beaches of fine white sand alternate with mangrove swamps and salt
marshes around the shores while a hammock forest of live and laurel
oaks, cabbage palm, and red bay dominate the uplands. Despite a
long history of intermittent use, the islands now show little evi­
dence of man's encroachment., An old lighthouse and a small marine
laboratory operated by the University of Florida are the only obvious
marks of civilization on Seahorse Key.

-------Sections 4(a) and 4(b) of the Wilderness Act provide that: (1)
the Act is to be within and supplemental to the purposes for which
National Wildlife Refuges are established; (2) wilderness areas
shall be administered so as to preserve their wilderness character
and shall be devoted to the public purposes of recreational, scenic,
scientific, educational, conservation and historical use, insofar as
primary refuge objectives permit.

Lighthouse on Seahorse Key
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Location

The Cedar Keys are a group of five major and numerous smaller islands
located in Levy County on the west coast of Florida some 90 miles north of .
Tampa. The four outer islands, Seahorse, Snake, Bird and North Keys, comprise
the Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge islands are two to three
miles offshore from the town of Cedar Keys which is located on Way Key, anoth­
er island separated from the mainland by several miles of salt marsh.

History

The Cedar Keys have had a rich and interesting association with man, dat­
ing back many hundreds of years before the coming of Spanish explorers to
Florida. A number of Indian middens, now evidenced by shells and potsherds
strewn along eroding beaches, have revealed use of the islands by four separate
Indian cultures ranging from 450 to 1,800 years ago.

Seahorse Key was thesite of several military installations during the
Florida Indian War and the Civil War; one minor naval skirmish took place
there during the early days of the latter war. A small cemetery dating back
to the post-Civil War period is located near the lighthouse on Seahorse Key.

The entire group of keys was reser~-Federal military purposes by
Executive Order in 1840, and Seahorse Key was reserved for lighthouse purposes
in 1851. The existing lighthouse, constructed in 1855, remained in active
operation until 1915. In 1880, a quarantine station was established on Snake
Key for use during the yellow fever epidemic. During the late 1800's and
early 1900's several families lived on Seahorse and North Keys. ">

The Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge was established as a colonial
bird sanctuary by Executive Order 5158, dated July l6, 1929, and signed by
President Hoover. Included under this Order were Snake, Bird, and North Keys.
Seahorse Key was later added to the refuge by President Roosevelt's Executive
Order 7484, dated November 6, 1936.

In 1952, the Bureau issued a 20-year permit to the University of Florida
to establish a marine laboratory on Seahorse Key.

There is today little visible evidence of man's activities on these islands
with the exception of the lighthouse and marine laboratory which occupy several
acres on Seahorse Key. The Indian middens, the military installations and dwel­
ling sites of the 1800's, the scars of past fires and other uses have been effec­
tively screened by time and now blend unnoticed into the natural landscape.

Description
The Cedar Keys are strikingly different in many respects from the sea­

formed islands on other sections of Florida's west coast. Seahorse Key, the
outermost refuge island, was formed as a huge sand dune many thousands of years
ago. This dune is now evident as a prominent central ridge which slopes abrupt­
ly to an elevation of 52 feet. The central ridges of Snake and North Keys are
less obvious, extending only 5 to l0 feet above sea level.

The narrow, white sand beaches are one of the most attractive features of
these islands. The beach on Seahorse Key extends along the entire south shore
of the island. Snake and North Keys have smaller beaches which alternate along
the shorelines with salt marshes and mangrove swamps. In many areas, the sand
beaches have been stranded by shoreline accretion and are separated from the
water by a zone of salt marsh and mud flats. All the islands are·surrounded
by shallow sand and mud flats which make them relatively inaccessible, even by
outboards. At low tide few sites along the shores can be reached by boats.

The elevated ridges are dominated by an upland fores1 of cabbage palm,
red bay, live oak and laurel oak. Characteristic understoryplants include
cherry laurel, saw palmetto, youpon, wild olive, prickly pear, cedar, and Span-

-ish bayonet. The lower elevations of the islands, comprising almost 40 percent
of the total refuge acreage, are subject to frequent tidal flooding, and are
dominated by mangrove swamps and patches of salt marsh. All the islands pos­
sess shallow bays and lagoons partly encircled by mangrove swamps. Submerged
stands of marine grasses and algae are common in these interior bays and the
waters surrounding the islands.

Seahorse Key Beach



Wildlife
• ted to support animal life similar

Although the Cedar Keys might be eP',jy resemble oceanic islands in
to that of the nearby mainland, they more "_ The lack of permanent

l 'td terrestia auna.
that they possess a very Limitec ,, 1imiting populations of resident verte-
fresh water has been a major factor in __" {es which have landed on the
brates and in preventing the establishment o: speci
keys in the past.

f tremendous value as a nesting area forcedar Keye historicany hag_?ff~, Ee oal aual redaction of
colonial birds. During the period

5
4,000 with an average of 20, 600.• • d f but 4 000 to over ,

colonial birds ranged from abo '{elude the white ibis, common egret, double-
The more abundant nesting species in€ , d great blue heron. Many

et Louisiana .eron an
crested cormorant, snowy egre< Birds use the refuge beaches and mud flats
species of gulls, terns, and shore_ Passerine birds are most abundantfor feeding and loafing throughout t e year. a
during periods of migration.

--

Common Egrets

: d d habitat for several "threatened'The refuge provides nesting an year-roun
species. One active bald eagle nest is present on North Key. Thirty-two osprey
nests were present on the refuge in 1966; 25 of these were on Seahorse Key, mak­
ing it an extremely important nesting area for this species.

Some ten species of reptiles have been recorded on the refuge. Unusually
dense populations of cottonmouths are present on Seahorse and Snake Keys. Mam­
mals are relatively scarce on the refuge. Exceptions are the gray squirrel and
the black rat on Seahorse Key. Raccoons visit all four keys regularly, while
otter and mink are considered rare visitors.

Management
Because of its small size and importance to wildlife, Cedar Keys Refuge

obviously can support only limited public use if it is to meet the objectives
for which it was established and if its wilderness character is to be preserved
as required by the Wilderness Act. The open season for public use will extend
from mid-July through October. Visitor use at other times of the year must be
prohibited to avoid disturbance to colonial bird rookeries and osprey and eagle
nesting activities.

Access will be by boat only. Shell collecting, picnicking, beachcombing,
birdwatching, and photography will be permitted during daylight hours. Hunting,
camping, and fires will not be permitted.

Operation of the University of Florida Marine Laboratory will be continued
under permit from the Bureau.

There are no plans for further developments on Cedar Keys Refuge. The
development of improved public access to the islands or visitor use facilities
on the islands would be completely incompatible with refuge and wilderness ob­
jectives and, therefore, will not be considered. Provisions can be made, how­
ever, for offshore observation platforms to enable visitors to enjoy and photo­
graph colonial bird nesting without disturbance to the birds.
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Relationship to Surrounding Area
Cedar Keys Refuge lies in the center of a section of Florida's west coast

that is just now beginning to display the rapid development for real estate,
commercial and recreational purposes that has characterized other coastal areas
in Florida. The Intracoastal Waterway along Florida's west coast and the Cross­
Florida Barge Canal, already under construction, will intersect each other near
the mouth of the Withlacoochee River, 20 miles southeast of Cedar Keys. These
major waterways are expected to result in an expansion of industry, tourism,
commercial shipping, and water-oriented recreational uses.

State and Federal agencies administer a number of areas providing impor­
tant outdoor recreational opportunities within a 50-mile radius of Cedar Keys.
These include the Gulf Hammock Wildlife Management Area and Manatee Springs
State Park in Levy County, the Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge in Cit­
rus and Hernando Counties, and the Citrus Wildlife Management Area in Citrus
County. Anclote State Park, located on Anclote Key 65 miles south of Cedar
Keys, is the closestbeach recreation area. The nearest wilderness study area
is the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge, ll5 miles to the northeast, which
offers an entirely different type of wilderness environment.

The rich marine environment surrounding Cedar Keys supports productive
oyster and sponge beds as well as leading crab, mullet, bait shrimp and sport
fishing industries. The refuge islands are an integral part of this environ­
ment, contributing a tremendous amount of nutrients to the surrounding waters.

The University of Florida Marine Laboratory, located on Seahorse Key
under permit from the Bureau, serves as a base for scientific research on
these important marine resources and for education and training in the marine
sciences. -

Inspection
Anyone concerned about this study is urged to personally inspect the

Cedar Keys National Wildlife Refuge. Arrangements should be made in advance
with the refuge manager, Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Refuge.

----
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keep
him

down
Diagnosis doesn't
keeppastor away
frompulpit
DANCY KENNEDY

Chronicle

"Mybrethren, count italljoy
whenyou fall into various tri­
als, knowing that the testingof
yourfaith producespatience"
James 1:2-3.

Twenty-five years ago, a
man drinkingcoffee in a
Kentucky restaurant

needed a kidney, so the Rev.
•JohnMattinglygave him his.

"I had a kidney; he needed
one,"he said. "I knewGod
wanted me todo it"
Up until that time he had

called himselfa Christian, he
said, butwasn't fully devoted.
Ever since, however, he has
lived with one thought:to
serve the Lordwith all his
might-and withgreatjoy, no
matterwhat • •
- See PASTOR/Page CA

37 Eevvi ?
° .'.. c. •

. FIrst Baptist Churchof
Chassahowitzkawill hosta
revival at6p.m.nightly,Sept.·
26 to29at the church, 5
10002 S. RiieraPoint,...±.f.°
Chassahowitzka.Guest".s
speakerwillbe theRev. Bob
Clark from NewPort Richey. g

Callthechurchofice ;j»

at382-3585...". 3e.­
?#ti@.

'

- · ·3.'..::,+, • MATTHEW BECK/Chronlclo
The Rev.John Mattingly IsstillIn the pulpltpreaching, despite a cancer diagnosls that glves him 12 to 18
monthsto llve. "± "? ·'.. :-'- •
#.
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ASTOR er» n» c.Esl[« nl does the healing, and he's
going to take me home

Continued from Page Cl when he says it's time, not
when the doctor says."

Seven months ago, Mat- "Everyone's goingto die,"
tingly and his wife, Peggy, he said. "People know that,
came to serve at First Bap- but they don't live it."
tist Church of Chassahow- Mattingly said this cancer
itzka. has given him a greater ur-
Having spent 36years in gency in his preaching. Hg

construction, this is Mat- sees how fleeting life is and
tingly's first church as pas- knows the permanence of
tor: eternity, and believes in the
"I prayed for this church reality of both heaven and

for years," he said. "I didn't hell, and that many people
know itwas this church, but don't. .
a church like it, filled with "I remember leading a
sweet people." man to Christ orie day and
Shortly after he and his the next day he was gone,"

wife, Peggy, moved from he said.. .
Pasco County to SpringHill He also said his cancer
and began work at the has caused him to know
church in Chassahowitzka, God differently, deeper.
Mattingly, 66, .woke up with "This has broughtme to a
a strange pimple on his deeper level of prayer," he
tongue. . . said. "I see his mercy and
A visit to the doctor con- goodness in this, andhis

firmed that it was cancer. grace."
He was given three to four He said it has also given
weeks to live. him a calmness that he has-
He takes chemotherapy n't known. Things don't

treatment every Thursday bother him like they used
and preaches everySunday. to."
In seven months, he's lost "This isthe best church
100 pounds. He can't eat and the best congregation,"
solid food, and only drinks he said. "I praise God for
juice. " that. These are sweet peo-

Mattingly also has cancer ple andI know I'm doing, as
in the right side of his jaw. well as I am because of
The doctor wantedto do these people praying."
surgery on Mattingly's Church secretary and
tongueand jaw, fashioning treasurer Mary Pelt said
a jawbone from another .Mattingly "woke our church
bone in his body,but it up" .±..·.-
would leave himunable to They'vereceived13 new
talkand therewould only memberssinceApril and
be a50-5Ochancehewould will be accepting member­
survive. ship for four more in Oeto-
"I told him no," Mattingly ber: .

said. "I came here to "That's pretty good for a
preach, and that's what I'm church this small," she said.
going to do" "We needed a leader. He
As it stands, the doctor wants us to be active, to.

has given him 12 to 18 work in the churchand get
months to live. He said he's out andwitness to people­
prepared and readyto go or do what we're supposed to
stay, that his life belongs to be doing,only more so."
the Lord. . "We're all excited tohave
"How long do you have to him here," shesaid. "We're

live?" Mattingly asked the motivated. You can come
doctor:. "We trust the Lord here any day and see peo­
and know that nothing is ple here working.". . . ... .
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Special to the Chronicle take part in the ultralight
and Direct Autumn Re-

The Whooping Crane lease reintroductions are
Eastern Partnership hatched at the U.S. Geolog­
WCEP) is celebrating an- ical Survey's Patuxent
other success in its efforts Wildlife Research Center
to reintroduce a wild mi- in Laurel, Md., and at the
gratory whooping crane International Crane Foun­
population in eastern dation in Baraboo, Wis.
North America. Two Chicks are raised under a
whooping crane chicks strict isolation protocol
hatched Monday at and to ensure the birds re­
Necedah National Wildlife main wild, handlers ad­
Refuge (NWR) in Wiscon- here to a no-talking rule
sin. This is only the third and wear costumes de­
time in over a century that signed to mask the human
naturally producedwhoop- form.
ing cranes have hatched in In the spring and fall,
the wild in the Midwest. project stafffrom the Inter-
The chicks, #W1-10 and national Crane Foundation

#W2-10 (W = wild and the U.S. Fish and
hatched), are the offspring Wildlife Service track and
ofwhooping crane pair #9- monitor the released
03 and #3-04 from the ul- cranes in an effort to learn
tralight-led crane Classes as much as possible about
of2003 and 2004. their unassisted journeys
"This is an exciting mo- and the habitat choices

ment for the many dedi- they make both along the
cated people contributing way and on their summer­
to this project and another ing and wintering grounds.
sign of success for WCEP" Most graduated classes
said Necedah NWR man- ofwhooping cranes spend
ager Doug Staller. the summer in central Wis-
The chicks are the result consin, where they use

of re-nesting. Earlier this areas on or near Necedah
spring, nine breedingpairs NWR, as well as otherpub­
of whooping cranes built lic and private lands.
nests and laid eggs. All Whooping cranes were
nine nests failed. Four on the verge of extinction
pairs re-nested, including in the 1940s. Today, there
#9-03 and #3-04. Two addi- are only about 550 birds in
tional pairs of cranes are existence, approximately

---Am-]incuba tingnest ]] Py0 4( 6f {hem jn the j]d.
pairs currently remain on Aside from the 102 WCEP
their nests. birds, the only other mi-
The nest abandonments grating population of

earlier this spring are sim- whooping cranes nests at
ilar to what has been ob- Wood Buffalo National
served in previous years. Park in the Northwest Ter­
WCEP is investigating the ritories ofCanada and win­
cause ofthe abandonments ters at Aransas NWR on
through analysis of data the Texas Gulf Coast A
collected throughout the non-migrating flock of ap­
nestingperiod on crane be- proximately 30 birds lives
havior, temperature, and year-round in the central
black fly abundance and Florida/Kissimmee region.
distribution. Whooping cranes,,
In 2001, WCEP project named for their loud and

partner Operation Migra- penetrating unison calls,
tion's pilots led the first live and breed in wetland
whooping crane chicks, areas, wherethey feed on
conditioned to follow their crabs, clams, frogs and
ultralight aircraft surro- aquatic plants. They are
gates, south from Necedah distinctive animals, stand­
NWR to Chassahowitzka ing 5 feet tall, with white
NWR in southwest Citrus bodies, blackwing tips and
County. Each. subsequent red crowns on their heads.
year; WCEP biologists and WCEPasks anyone who
pilots have conditioned encounters a whooping
and guided additional 'crane in the wild to please
groups of juvenile cranes give them the respect and
to Florida. Having been distance they need. Do not
shown the way once the approach birds on foot 1

young birds initiate their within200 yards; remain in
return migration in the your vehicle; do not ap-
spring, and in subsequent proach in a vehicle within
years, continue to migrate 100 yards.
on their own. In 2008, St Also, please remain con­
Marks NWR along cealed and do not speak
Florida's Gulf Coast was loudly enough that the
added as an additional birds can hearyou. Finally,
wintering site for the juve- do not trespass on private
nile cranes. property in an attempt to
In addition to the ult+ view orphotographwhoop­

light-led birds, bio sg' s Ing cranes.
from the International
Crane Foundation and he
U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service rear whoopi.1g
crane chicks at Necedzh
NWR and release them in
the company of older
cranes from whom the
young birds learn the mi-
gration route. This is the
sixth yearWCEP has used
this Direct Autumn Re-
lease method.

Whooping cranes th:at

Wild whooping
cranechicks
hatch in Mich.

''\



The hope is that, when the weather from previous ultralight-led migra­
chills latethis fall, thewild chickswill tions.
become the first migratory cranes in Not-so-wild 602's twin hatched but
the eastern United States to learn the had to be put to sleep because of a
migration route naturally - without medical problem with its leg. That
the use ofultralights, crane costumes leaves not-so-wild 602 as the first
or humans. crane in the second generation of
Eventually the two birds, dubbed • the program because its wild cousins

"Wild 601" and "Wild 602," will be hatched several weeks later.
banded. Condie said that the crane pro-

Officials are still discussing details gram supporters are getting plentyof
of that and whether theywill be fitted questions about "little 602."
with radio transmitters such as those Thatbird and 17 others are in flight
worn by their parents.' training in preparation for the early

Condie said that .with so much October departure for Florida.
out of human hands with the "first While the system of training the
family," she expects that much of the cranes to follow the aircraft gets
human attention will be directed to tweaked a bit each year, Condie said,
crane No. 602, only without the des- she expected to see no big changes
ignation "wild" as part of its name. this fall because it has worked. Still,
Not-so-wild 602 was one of two the pressure will be there to see how

chicks hatched at the PatuxentWild- the second generation fares.
life Research Center in Maryland, "It's a first. It's a landmark. It's a
the same place where other cranes milestone," she said.
that follow the ultralights hatch each For more information, check out
year. www.operationmigration.org.
Those eggs came from the aban- Barbara Behrendt can be reached at

doned nest of another pair of cranes 564-3621 or behrendt@sptimes.com.
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-~-,..~, ••:: ... •1 •• \ ... ✓- ··:,"1..... • .. , 'A;'°':" , ~-~ •I. • ~) ·•• t -;u~·
• Ye·. ,,:~;:,Ji._~, .,:,:, "l~ ;,~~f"' .I"'"'· <·1-'1,' f'·1'-''.£,::;,;rl1-l{.P-! ;·-~~'I.: A_;/ ,\lv?­.zig52$;%%;#jg ±jig±;Sf~}{jg,fig3j$ff

Specialtothe.Chroniclehasbeet 4yins,since.age;his lastyear,atthe'Uriver,
7.T.z._CT?is.EE;12,'is currentlyajuniorma-sity of.Florida'pursuinga

· Thetends.of,ci@ss@ii&jrbasso$erff@@?ab@iiii@riii'iisiia
howitzka presentsitsninth?nee,She'studieswithDr:,political science,•He.is@niua!y•Wood,:irids.and/Arnold1rchaiandhas/per&fourth-horn_in·the;Ocala

. Water fundraiseron Sunday,formedunder:hisdirection·SymphonyOrchestra,sec-'March_14,at_sugariiii iieroistimiesboth,across;'oijahorin.theGainesiiie
Woods Country Club?,thecountry'andintern-ChamberOrchestra,andco-"
_Theeveningiifieginationaii;ff±rineipieii'6ti'eii@,

"5p.mi,ithasilent'auifoi,isJonathan'Moore.isin$ymiphonyjorchestraand?hors'd'oeuvres;andc"Sin:?fi;;hf7Si
.•bar;followedbydinerat6.rs!7"".its+oilsso
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Atlanta Constitutional Journal January 22, 1910

INNOCENT ATLANTA YOUTH OBSERVED STRANGE THINGS ON
CHESSAHOWITZKIE TRIP

The following interesting account of a trip taken by Atlanta fishermen to the beautiful
waters ofFlorida's far-famed Chessahowitzkie was written by John I. Hopkins, Jr., an
Atlanta school boy, son ofCharles T. Hopkins, the well known attorney.

We were scheduled to leave Atlanta on December 16 for the greatest hunting and fishing
place in the world and naturally, my entire time for the preceding six months was used in
getting my shells, guns, hunting boots, flannel shirts, etc. in order, and in dreaming ofthe
pleasures that were to come. I don't know that these dreams improved my standing at
Peacock's school any, but, of course, nobody cared about this but Dad.

At last the anxiously expected hour arrived, and we go to the train with Mr. L.Z. Rosser,
Mr. Forrest Adair, Mr. Frank Adair, Mr. Robert Gregg and that bloodthirsty creature, Mr.
Henry Porter. Dr. John Gaines, a surgeon fromNashville, with an uncontrollable desire
to cut, is also present. We expect to ride in a sleeper and the next day in a common
coach, but, to our joy and surprise, we find a model, up to date private car, in possession
ofColonel P. H. Brewster, Mr. Neese and Mr. Hunnicutt. The equipments are up to date,
splendid cook, waiters and a couple ofFrench maids who do up one's hair when he
retires for the night.

ASingular Performance
Immediately after leaving the Terminal station, a somewhat singular performance began
which I never fully understood, being only a student at Peacoock's. A square table was
placed in the center ofthe car, and upon this was put a long rather blackish looking bottle
with a pitcher of ice water. The bottle accelerated the conversation. Two small packages
ofwhat I subsequently learned were cards, were placed on the table and a number of
small, thin round looking objects, variously colored, some blue some red and some white.
A crowd immediately gathered around the table occupying all ofthe available seats and
soon some very peculiar language was heard. So far as I could tell, one card was dealt to
each man until each had five. Then some ofthe small round things were thrown in the
middle ofthe table and apparently somemembers of the game became dissatisfied with
their hands and threw a greater or lesser amount of cards into the center ofthe table.
Then they got more cards. Pretty soon I heard Mr. Adair say "two pairs" Mr. Rosser said
"threes" and Mr. Adair said"oh H-" and threw down his cards. Mr. Rosser immediately
began pulling the variously colored small rounds things with a loud noise being tired with
the preparation and expectancy ofthe trip. I soon passed into a half somnolent condition·
and yet it seemed to me in this part sleep that I again frequently heard the exclamation of
Mr. Adair "oh H-" and the sarcastic laughter ofMr. Rosser accompanied by the rattling
ofthese small different colored round objects as he drew them toward him. He treated
them like they were a substitute for central real estate.
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The trip is new and I enjoy it. The time slips by and the following night we are at the
place which has held by thoughts and hopes for a solid year-Homosassa, Florida. We
go to Captain Richardson's who shows us to our rooms, gets us a bite to eat, largely
consisting ofbroiled venison, baked ducks and fried fish with some oysters on the side.
For the first time since I left Atlanta silence prevails for a half hour, and then an
adjournment is taken in the sitting room where Captain Richardson regales us with a few
exaggerations and wondrous tales intended to discount Teddy's return from Africa. But
bye and bye, even those fail as sleep lays a heavy hand upon us and we retire in our
rooms, the French maids having everything in order.

The Land ofthe Unknown
Four o'clock comes immediately, and a banging at the door by the Florida "coon"
signifies it is time to be up and away. A little hurried dressing in which soap and water
and a hair brush play a very secondary part, some coffee and the trunks and grips are in
the tug and we are offto the land ofthe unknown, where fish walk on the water, deer bite
if interfered with around the camp, and ducks light on the boat.
At I o'clock P.M. we turn the last bend ofthe great and wondrous Chessahowitzkie, and
are in sight ofthe "Viola Mayfield" the faithful, virgin, old houseboat.
Trunks are unpacked, mosquito nets put up, guns and rods taken out, and we proceed to
eat a slight repast which has been prepared by the halfChin cook, consis" ·bake!
broiled and barbecued venison, baked and roasted ducks,buu and fried fish, ham, side
meat, onions, tomatoes, rice, com and two or three things to which our ability never
reached.
Dinner is soon over, and each, with his guide, proceeds to the happy hunting grounds. By
the time it is 3 o'clock and there are but two hours of daylight, but in the meantime the
hunters get two bears, several deer, and the three or four fisherman a couple ofthousand
pounds of fish, then we quit because the weariness ofthe trip is still upon us, come
arrangements are yet to be made at the constant "Viola" and the sun is fast sinking behind
the marsh of sawgrass.
"Early to bed" is the rule, for tomorrow the serious work begins, and the camp speedily
divides into two classes the hunters and the fishermen. The fishermen desire to know
with many sarcastic and personal remarks why the fellow who goes hunting is such an
idiot as to waste good time at that foolish pastime, The hunter, in return, reviles, as best
he can, the fisherman
To both there comes good sport. The ducks are tame and anxious to be killed. It is
evidently a prearranged race suicide for all that is necessary is to make a duck call and
they come in flocks and right for the privilege ofroosting on the end ofthe gun waiting to
be shot.
The deer are bloodthirsty, aggressive and annoying. They have a bad reputation for
biting one's shins from which blood poison frequently results. From the forest in the
distance to the river, there crawl, snakelike creeks at the head of, which under the dense
waving external parameters are dark pools where the great black bass lie savage and
abundant. At the head ofCrawford's creek one day, I had rather a trying experience, I
was quietly fishing attending to my own business and engaged in semireligous
subconscious reflections, hauling in bass weighing from fifteen to twenty pounds each
when an abominable deer interested with my sport. She came up investigated John the



guide and myselfwith a curiosity evidently mixed some animosity. After a while she got
bolder and tried to get into the boat. I was engaged at the time in pulling a twenty-one
pound bass and did not want to be disturbed. I held the bass firmly with one hand and
struck at her with a light with the other. This irritated her and she then got into the
boat and Realizing I had to protect my self, but if the bass obtained a slack
line I would lose him. I was forced to shoot the misguided creature
Annoyed by the Deer
The deer annoyed us quite a lot around the camp. Nothing was safe from them. Mr.
Rosser hung some ofhis lingerie on the tent to dry and peaceably eating a grapefruit
before breakfast. His intention was finally attracted to an enormous buck that was
nibbling at his drying clothes. Being naturally of an impetuous disposition, he grabbed a
beer bottle and hit the poor thing just back ofthe ears, which resulted in its instant death.
I felt somewhat aggrieved at this because the buck had become something ofa pal and I
don't think Mr. Rosser should have dried his linen on the tent anyhow. He seemed to
regret it afterwards.
The bears are not so tame or inquisitive as the deer. They rarely attempted to eat at the
same table with us, nor did they come and sit on their haunches around the campfire and
smoke pipes and listen to the evidently truthful stories of the guides. They are more
formal, punct .... and distant than the deer. We never kill more than four or five a season
as the meat at that time is a bit tough and does not barbecue very well.
The fishing is quite good and the four or five already fishermen were moderate in their
desires and usually caught three or four thousand pounds of fish in the aggregate, each
day. I witnessed a somewhat peculiar event which might be worth mentioning. In the
party was a fly fisherman, who, late one afternoon found an enormous school of sea trout
who were striking on the surface ofthe water. He used one fly and in an hour and twenty
minutes caught one hundred and forty five fish. He would make a cast, and, as the fly
reached the water, two or three trout would come up and stand on the water on their tails
and grasp the fly before it reached the water. After catching the one hundred and sixty
fifth fish he examined the fly and found it was perfectly dry. It had never touched the
water.
To one like myselfwho is young and innocent and who desires to preserve his
completion in its best possible shape, and therefore regards the "Beauty Sleep" as being
imperative it is very annoying to be awakened by the call ofthe wild turkeys in the
morning. The "put" "put" "put" ofthese as they cluster about the immolated "Viola" is
quite annoying. One finds that he is on the Boulevard with a chicken menagerie on every
side, that has no other object in life but to awaken and irritate, It is a pity that one tired
from the professional servitude ofPeacock's Private School should be so annoyed at the
only season of the year when his ardent inborn have entitled him to a perfect rest. Of
course, the only recourse is to get some friendly guide to run the things away by throwing
rocks at them.
The entire trip passed pleasantly and agreeably, the only drawback being Mr. Henry
Porter, who had on the previous year carried down a very dangerous weapon in the shape
ofan air gun shooting BB shot. The weapon itself could have been reasonably guarded
against by the members ofthe party, but Mr. Porter is ofa naturally wild and reckless
disposition, and in his hands it was constant menace.



We were exceedingly in hopes that on this trip Mr. Porter would abate his recklessness
(as he was a year older), but were mistaken, and he discarded the air rifle for a single shot
Remington 22 caliber gun, and we, in consequence, lived in constant terror. Fortunately,
no evil results followed, though several ofus were repeatedly forced to seek shelter
behind the house boat and in the water, Ifwe can but persuade Mr. Porter to abandon his
vicious and bloodthirsty tendencies in this direction, we will have peace and harmony on
our next trip.
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Miss Citrus
pageant,
onhiatus

]Miss TeenCitrus
£] alsopostponed
. -~ ·.· . .

IVIE WRIGHT
·1. 'Chronicle"

2; f
34'. 'Here she comes ... actually, no

she isn't.· :·'
• Tradition takesafurlough this

yearas lack ofparticipationhas
forcedcancellation ofthe annual

· MissCitrusCountyScholarship
/Pageant. ...- . ,

Theteenversion ofthepageant
also is cancelled, meaning girls
and youngwomenwillnotbenefit
from thousands of dollars in
scholarship money from the Cit­
rus CountyFairAssociation.
. Fair officials blamea continu­
ing pooreconomy and girls not
able to committothe time it takes
to prepare themfor the pageant

·1.- thatwas scheduledforMarch29,
first dayofthe weeklong Citrus
CountyDair; :· .•
"Its veryunfortunate,"fair

- manager Hal Porter said. "It's
been agreatprogram for thechil-

. dren formanyyears."....
; The fair board has sponsored
the pageantfor30years and
'Portersaidhebelievesit existed
: foryears beforethat. ? " '

.Contestants,though, especially
for theMiss Citrus pageant, have

• begundwindlinginrecentyears.
Longtime fair board member
.NellMayberryaveteraninplan-ninetheannualpageant,saidshe
think-th enomv'has forced
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Hundreds
greetcranes
atflyover
ANANDA MINS

Chronicle

DUNNELLON-De­
spite heavy fogTuesday .
morning, hundreds ofspec­
tators eventually sighted
what they'd beenwaiting •
forsince this year's Opera­
tionMigrationmission' '
began inWisconsin. With
bated breath and cameras
and binoculars in hand,
theywatched as 10 endan­
geredwhoopingcranesfol-

lowingan
ultralight
aircraft.
flew across
the sky
overDun­
nellon air-

. port at .
about
10:30 a.m.
The fly­

over oc­
curred
several
hours after
organizers
bad

• Ivan ·planned ·
Vicente because ofvisitor

services thick fog
speclalist tor that lasted

wlelite forhours
refuge. after the

suncame
up. For awhile, the foggy
conditionsjeopardized the
no ..-ta4ti»l

It's fhe
longest

it's
taken
forthe
flyover.

coaiiconsjeopardize@@he
_.-flyover;buttheplanesand

--."777 craneswereable totake
·offbyabout9a.m.·.S. vi
',"Thebirdsand ultralight.
aircraft left theirMarion "
County location roughly60. S

miles from the airportan4 #imiim=mens@terninnissrsirsssititsmrnine.srelnIlelull
arrived at the airportby 1,,.:..,2...
about 10:30.·. ]ABOVE: Leadpilot Richardvan

"It's the longest it's y • HeuvelenfilesTuesdayover a large
takenfor the flyover;" said "S$<2, l itingerit of blrdlr 5nthu slastsIvanVicente, visitorserv- %x" .er. conungen-otM+-Jg er_ .ausk_.!

};is atthe Dunnellon Airport In Manionices specialist forChassa- {Xe}:]County.Tenoftheoriginal20 '
howitkaNational Wildlife .is; whooping cranes that left the
Refuge. '.NecedahNationalWildlite Refuge
Butthe longerwait "iis;; centralWisconsln In'October

meantmoretime forvisi- "nl [.., s 2009have made ltalmostall
tors to arrive. , ' pg:, theway to thechassahowitzka

"We had agreatcrowd, a f;s±8 Natlonal Wildlife Refuge on
lotorsupporters," Vicente ??}; zig,] cirruscounty's westem castune.
said... {22, ". S LEFT:ChrisGulliksongently
Volunteers counted 'd .i.aq touches down his trike after "

more than 700spectators : _leadingthebirds tothelr pen. .
... as theywalked through the l BELOW:Brittany Harrod recelves

gates startingbefore 7:30 zce.a.s] ahug Tuesdaymorning from her -
a.m., the suggestedarrival ";] grandmother ElaineSpringer as

..»time towatch theflyover. .,}i/•thflyover Is underway."
;:, "The excitementbuilds liar7 i'534 MATTEwEcKIcChrontae±,aswegetcloserand "rmcr-ea tr"#ff@ti}kiri is· .s

closer;" saidLace Blue-'
..F- McLean, presidentof. ..4 : is

• Friends ofChassahow-·. E• S-. >
• itzka,as the "Craniaes".

• : ·watched and waited for-y'
•• thebirds' arrival. Th '• crane fans oftenwaitout-'

. sideforhours infrigid .'
:> temperaturesjust to wel-·'

' • come them home for the .: winter: ·i:- •• -

,"Its so worth itwhen.> you see thosebirdsfly
over:It'swonderful."

i:.,'• Blue-McLeansaid she
. seesmanyofthe same
' people at the flyovers each

year. Others, like Fred
Brookshier, watched for
the first time. .

"It's a fantastic sight,"
said Brookshier, ofRain­
bow Springs. "Itkind of
gives you chills."
This weekmarks the

end ofthis year'smigra-
a dl»le

n .. ·: -.,d:--.. i
boards
reply to
auditor's
findings
Groupsfinished
responseDec.18
1 . '
i CHRIS VANORNER
/ Chronicle·' .a.-

. '

Citrus Memorial Health Sys­
tem's two boards have each
replied to theAuditorGeneral of
the State ofFloridawithwritten
explanationsofthe auditor'spre­
liminaryandtentative findings
and recommendations released
Dec. 18. 'The recommendations
came as a result of a request in
Februaryfrom state Sen. Charles
Dean, R-Inverness,who had re­
ceived a petition signed by about
100members ofthe Citrus County
Medical Societywhichexpressed
physicians' concerns about the
hospital's business practices. ·
The auditor general's release

• outlines 11 findingsand requests
that both boards the Citrus
County Hospital Board or
Trustees and the Citrus Memo-
rial Health Foundation Board of
Directors - explain their actual
or proposed corrective actions ineachofthefindings. ;
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i BOARDS #zg±gang±
u _ El:· mediatedagreement;coine
l. '7 • .'topassaridbeimplemented,

.. l,- ContinuedfromPageA1. thengovernance issues will
j;°· • beresolved." 3
] Foundation: Thefunda- n'Thesecond findingwas
q tion has been governed by that thefoundation should
t theleaseandtheagreement maintain separateaccount-.
forhospitalcaresince 1990. abilityforexpendituresof'its
"I terms ofoversight, advalorem tax receipts. .'sea::zi cert

promotegoodgovernance if countingwas required _or
theparties cooperateto needed, _the foundation

Et±==.=±tttt±tit±hi;ii_±;girl' achievegoodgovernance,as replied: "In the interestof
tronie , theydidfornearly20years cooperation and trans-

eads 10 endangered whooping cranes toward the DunnellonAirport.•• ,before therecent dispute pareneythefoundation has
__ ±. ._ &__ ·_ ·±_ arose," said Ryan Beaty already begunaccounting

CMHS chiefexecutiveoff- fortheuseof'theadvaloremcer; whosignedtheformaltaxproceedsin themanner
written response. , . suggested"3?"

The foundation 'listsa . Trustees:Thetrusteesac­
numberofexistingcontrols, knowledgedthatthefounda­
such as the trustees being tion wasaddressing the
able tositon thefoundation issue and said itwouldnot
board of directors, the provide thefoundationwith

, trustees levyingalower tax taxdollarsuntilitspolicy,for
·than requested and the separateaccountability was
• trustees receiving certain approvedandimplemented.
monthlyandannual reports' In thethird finding, the
from thefoundation. auditor general noted the

"Whilethefoundation is absence of separate ac­
always open to mutually countability for expendi­
agreeable improvements intures offunds from theLow

( thearrangementbetween Income Pool' Program,
[·theparties, thestatusquo is which thehospital receives
l"compliant withFlorida law fromthe FloridaAgency for
[andpresents anexcellent •HealthCareAdministration.
' frameworktoefficientlyop- Foundation:Thefounda-
j erate CitrusMemorialhos- tionrequestedthatthisfind­
{'pitalif'thepartiescooperateingbestricken becausethe
l ingoodfaithtodoso, as they: burden forrecord-keeping

$f$3i$#±gs, previouslydidfornearly20 would liewith theAHCA,
%$%$2.$$±;#$ 'years," thefoundation said.. andthe documentationfor±g2±£g3%2%2. $%8""". iiii •funds • 1ld be i> thg_±as±±__ = sit: ' Trustees:Membersofthethe lswoul be in e

onna Jenks of Apopkascrollthroughsomeofthemanyphotosthey took during } board of trusteesmaintain possessionofAHCA. • .
r ·.'.:. ·-,,,·,. ;-.· ..•• •.-'.< ·,'. r>:'-. - .:•·.•·,. ,,·-:::'f ."~_:·•.,. ·,.·'.: ···,'-:-. . the•v·Jac•1Pmeam'rirrlh16,~e,r-. ~'A.HCA has·never t:aken
• • .r, -.' • ?iji ", ·s' 14 ' .ti dIl. HI •

.,-·2.. y2% "£ I sight of'thefoundation. • theposition thatLIP funds
population_to2nesting aboutOperationMigration,[" ..• the current Citrus are restrictedfor useonly
pairs and 125 birds. visitwww.operationmigra CountyHospitalBoard, as for the benefit ofMedicaid
• For more information tion.org. •ii bound by the 1990 contract,patients,"thefoundation re-

t....... j hasessentiallynorightofsponded. "Such afinding
]:1 oversight: thecorporatenot- would. be completely un­
] for-profit need only pro- workablein thehospital
vide/furnishpublicfinancial context, as thereis noway
reports and unspecified forhospitalto increaseserv­
otherdocuments from time ices in a waythat onlyim­
to time,"saidD.V Upender pactsMedicaidpatients"
Rao,chairmanoftheboard The foundation also dis­
of trustees, who signed the agreedwith theauditorgen-
response. • eralabout howmuchLIP

The trustees raised the fundingitreceived.' •
{%%i issue of'sovereign immunity 'Trustees: "The Citrus

.:-!_:,_:,\ :_<~_:\_;~S . -:-~tatus, theprivilegegive~ to_ CountyHo~pit,aJ·Board will'
apublic entity to a favorable require that the CitrusMe-

is8%% outcomein the case oflegal morial Health Foundation
•h?it action. Thehospital's sover- followall applicable state

gg eign immunitystatusshould andfederallaws, allregula-
M. cap liability for doctors at tory agency mandates and"%., , ,G • {is fiverules and

'the_trustees

ssahowitzka Na­
dlife Refuge Com­
goal is togrow the
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too."
orterandMayberry
the break in tradi­
say the real disap­
tis notbeing able to
larship prizes to de­
ungwomen.
geant typically di-
0 $8,300 in scholar­
ey among the top
with the queen re­

.,500 to cover school-
penses. .
given out a lot of
ip money," May-
1. "The economy is
more people than
1ought it would."
and Mayberry said
ssociation will look
ring the pageant
t year.
the pageant coor­
nd Citrus County
et together and see
sa way to make it
nd easier," Porter
ne part ofour mes­
t getting out there
benefits. I'm sure
rethinking it and
1g. This is some-
feel very strongly

,an,·Cs_"am.gut[Trustees:embersorthe the fundswould bem the
Donna Jenks of Apopkascrol rough some of the manyphotos they tookduring' board of trustees maintain possessionofAHCA. -.·
£,". ,: ' e," ." theylackmeaningful over- "AHCA has never taken
er. ,egg • ; ' sightof'thefoundation. • the positionthat LIP funds
assahowitzka Na- population to25nesting about Operation Migration, " ..• the current Citrus are restricted for use .only
ildlifeRefuge Com- pairs and 125birds. _ visit www.operationmigra County HospitalBoard, asfor the benefit ofMedicaid
e goal is togrow the. For more information tion.org.. .. bound by the 1990contract, • patients,"thefoundationre-

• n _· hasessentiallynorightof sponded. "Such a finding
oversight:thecorporatenot- would. be completely un­
for-profitneed only pro- workable in thehospital
vide/furnishpublicfinancial context, as thereis no way
reports and unspecified forhospitalto increasesery­
other documentsfrom time ices in a waythat only im­totime,"said D.VUpender pactsMedicaidpatients."Rao,chairmanoftheboard Thefoundation also dis-
oftrustees,whosigned the agreedwith theauditorgen-
·response.. ? • eral abouthowmuchLIP

t, The trusteesraised the fundingitreceived.' •issue of'sovereign immunity Trustees: "TheCitrus
4 status, theprivilegegiven to CountyHospital Board will

I apublic entitytoafavorable require that the CitrusMe- •
a , outcome in the caseoflegal morial HealthFoundation

action. Thehospital's sover- followall applicable state
eign immunitystatusshouldandfederal laws, allregula­
cap liability for doctors at tory agencymandates and
$200,000. The trustees said all administrativerules and
the status was at risk be- requirements," the trustees
cause they do·not have responded. : •
"structuralcontrol"over the In thefourthfindirigthe
toupatom,,,,age;y._agargeneralgig.{g"],2
AIthoue#ii@fandation olicies aria#seed6res#
ai&aif$ti6far5"Ek#ii#k@Gt#fht#$kg
countabilityforpublicfuds' lacking. It recommended
would beneeded,' the policiesaridprocedures to
trusteesproposedanumber includeguidanceonrestrie-
ofpractices andpolicies. tions and limitations for

The board of trustees 'debt capacity, reserves, ra­
'will requireaccountability tios and measurements,re-

view, eveninggown 1forpublicfunds"itprovides; porting,_ benchmarks,
t. [ furthermore,itwill require selection anduse ofprofes-

greaterpublicinput by the sional service providers,
foundation and greater and criteria fordetermining

' transparency". ·thesales method.
le,The trustees will require' Foundation:The founda­
]the foundation to amend all tion said itwasamenable to

ofitsgovernancedocuments developingpoliciesandpro­
to stop the unlimited terms cedures with thetrustees.
ofits directors. · • Butittookissue with theau-
The trustees agreed they ditorgeneral's conclusions

have a responsibility to en- aboutdebtcapacity !
sureproper accountability Trustees: Thetrustees as-
measuresare inplace. y serted theyweretakingcor-
: The trustees also men- rective actiontoformulate
" tionedthat mediation be- andadoptdebtmanagement
tween thetwo boards had SeeBOARDS/PageA4

...° +. <,+ 'o s •

he sky asshe tracks thewhooping cranes duringthe Operation migrationflyover
e of the more than 700 spectators counted by officials as they walked through
1 suggested arrival time to watch the flyover. ' •

e are incredibly
y," Porter said. "It's
ll fun. There's work

ing the 2009
March. Lack of
fficials said.
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Home sweethome
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The flock of whooping cranes thatarrived in the area from Wisconsin on Sunday make thelr way to their winter home in the
Chassahowitzka NationalWildlifeRefuge on Mondaymorning.WIth themoon asa backdrop,the flock was photographedwhlle
passingover theWal-Mart in Homosassa. "" "fj. ·'.. ?· y •. z
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I've never seen him so enthusiastic about anything.
oranie Carter, about her son's, Logan, effort to learn more about whooping cranes.

l Birds land
inDunnellon



That's where Logan
learned aboutcrane706and
his own passion for the
endangered species.
Crane 706 is described as

having anappetite that is so
voracious that it almost bit
the beak off thepuppeton
its first feeding,

ps As thecranes flew over
the airport toa field afew a

miles south, where the· '
craneswould be safe from ':"_1
the noise and people Logan
was worried706 had been
hurt.Afer all. therewere
only16 cranes in the sky

: when there were supposed
tobe17. ".5"

A quick question to
OperationMigration spokes­

y: woman LizCondi found that
7o6 was flyingwellSunday
morning. Itwas actually

#ii crane703 who had a run in
withsomeof_his winged j f
peerswhowasbeingdriven I f
to thelandingsite so that he l!

could recoverfromminor i,pi...._]
3 Heandhisfamily came »

(romMiami towatch thefly-
] overafterLoganbecame! h

'.< -:(/~nthryll_l~d\,i.ith~~~:t~.roje~~-~:··, . __ I
J.#±,"I've never seenhim so
..'.F.."" : - $. .r:: ":: r

enthusiastic aboutany-[2E,.±mt f
Et old andyoungaine' '
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ABOVE: The main flock ofmigratingwhooping cranesfollows one of four ultralight planes Sunday +

to the Dunnellon alrport. The ultrallght planes guided the cranes more than 1,100 mlles from 3
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge In Wisconsin to the Marlon County facility. Depending on the{
weather today, the flock wlll makes Itsfinal trip, migrating to lts winter spot at the
Chassahowitzka National Wildlife Park Refuge. BELOW: Ultralight pilots Rlchard VanHeuvelen ]
and Chris Gullickson are greeted with hugs afterthey returned to the Dunnellon Airportafter drop. j
ping offthe cranes atthe Halpata Reserve. .....# a.
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CRANE Np arsons v#ow±gems ±z.st,e.wroom case
"I 3.f@hi#@lip#pt#$5$#$$#%%#± Depending on the weather; the cranes Foundation's tracking team._. v

·' si 5kg _ willmake the final leg of their journey This week,theWhoopingCrane Eastern
.f +aa.# ContinuedfromPage 1A today from MarionCounty, across Citrus Partnership will have its annual meeting.

"i. co h:.d #g County and to the s Members will decide
.. peered at a cloudy skywatching for the Chassahowitzka National a ·. whether Chassahowitzka is
.. cranes. .9# ,,29$.5±: WildlifePark Refuge where They tend still the bestdestination for

• re "I'm kind of'a crane enthusiast," Denise the birds will stay until • the cranes. One alternative
f; Simmonsof Invernesssaid._j about April when they are to splitup in the site being considered is the

+ She came out with her husband, Greg, expected to migrate home . St MarksNational Wildlife
. and 8-year-oldson.Derek..4_ on their own_. • air a lot.$ Refuge near Tallahassee___

es "Oh boy,oh boy!"Derek yelledas the This may bethe last year " s v •• There are only about 500
$£.. first ultralightappeared withonecrane thewhooping cranesare ±@ zicnaa hoopingcranes living in
it sgiidjpg wiii case in the plane'sairdrat, b5ought to Chassahowvitila. v5,the yild and cap@its in

ii#$$$ While the cranes alwaysbegineach dayafler theentire 2006migrat-.±gi ultralight aircraft pilot. North America, Zimorski
$ #i together; they don't alwaysstaythatway, ing classdiedlastyear .l, as Cs" rs" said. According to
$22$l##$. pilotRichardVanheuvelen said. sf The birds werepenned in amarshy area Operation Migration's Web site, about 60
3..##hi##%#%32$±"Theytendtosplit up in theairalot," and during severe storms drownedin thebirds havebeen successfully taught the
if3jsf$vanheuvelensaid. i[ii#f#$$i". water surge..#. gaps, es: migration route in the program's first five
·±,#@;±j$$,jg@e That's whyOperation Migrationuses To ensurethis year's class is safe, a spe-years. That's four times the number of
#ft$##$f$% fouraireraftoherdthecranesandfollow cial gate has been installedthat cansense whoopingcranes that existed in the early
2;pp9%±h%2. those that strayaway. pg.gt%ht#ft.±$#$#2#%f a±, whenthe water is too high. ti}. 1940s. ·, #as .e #%

?2$/%$$%$he% This year'sguided migration_was the "Thegatewillopen and givethe birdsan TolearnmoreaboutOperationMigration,
i..if#f#jpi organization's longest to datewith 96 daysescaperoute," said Sarah Zimorski,who is goto www.operationmigration.org +.°
• ,,-,,: :;,;;,,:,: , •• --·.-·' • :·, ,. "'.· .,.:,,, ••: ._,;:,.,<-: ,~\: ·::.\F'?=~~::ri~i:'\/ ...\· ~r~~f:/.. :rn,\::::>,,, .::;.:. • -~.;f-~\~f?~l~ ,,. ,. _. _:;\,~_;)..- .. ·:... --~ · .--~ ~i-~~~- ~ :. : .~t:I .:.':. ~:.-•~: :~.~ ~ •. : :r:. :<. • '
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·--.>::' ·, .. :· . . ~ .''~<>/ ·. :.· 1, .• •:\ ·;~~~-. ,· .. \ - : • •·. ·.·,;, .. ::I(,;<,: .t·,·:'' ~<..... :;:,; .:.:- •.• ·:_.¥• ,';', :; t. . . · "··_-, .'. ·•./ :'·\':..: :.... •. ·,,i:.-CRANES ° pesms«esnones on«vanswee-egcasets«rrop.
a ±,gg#±% miles. ·.«. • "s,de. • 'This year's whooping crane flyover

: ·so, i Operation Migration teaches whooping event will be at the Dunnellon Park
Continued from Page 1A cranes to migrate from ..co CommerceAirport and

%±• • Effie Wisconsin to Florida Operation : the publie is_invited to
±ff the whooping cranes from onetemporary each year In the first five }z. e, attend. The airport isat
@g pen location to another; providing some years of the program, lligtation teaches 15070 SW. 111h St, off
.± lucky Tennesseans a chance to viewafly- about 60 birdshavebeen " • s. . Marion County Road 484.
#$ over 'The change in penlocationisalso aught amigrationroute whoopingcranes Forday-to-day informa-
ht healthier_ (or the cranes as fecal matterbetween Wisconsinand igrat frt , tion about _the cranes
%$ can build up in the enclosures.plus the Florida. This _isfour O mlf.le .IOI..progress,visit wwwoper-
# birds needed the exercise andhadto be times the number that \Jj -·t. ¢• ationmigration.org and

reminded they were migrating i existed in the early 1940s. 'ISCOnSIn IO click on "In TheField." i
##±$% The birds left NecedahWildlifeHetugeOperation Migration Inc. FE] ·jd, - -h #' For directions to the
%$ in Wisconsin on oc13. andillarriveiyworks_in _partnersli. I0II0a eaeil ye@I. jover eventat tie
%%%$ January at the Chassahowitzka National with nine private and gov- jig $i, 4 pi__ DunnellonAirport,call
hi± Wildlife Refuge. $ts$%.#4$$%22%±#±pi erment agencies known collectively as the CrystalRiver Refuge at 563-2088.#
#ht.h@#isl##t#de#sf@if@tff$%%2. cf.ht
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moving along
\/9 py9pd9 The county will focus now on Commissioners voted last money for_the project. The
I, 'fl building the remainder of the Aug 8, to delay collectionofthe county is filing the necessary

sewer. McCracken ·said the water and wastewater assess- application to qualify for the
ZSS€$S771€7l COSt project should be finished next ment until 2007, but money, according to spokes-

year by spring or summer. McCracken said the process woman Jessica Lambert.
TERRY WITT The county has received has been reviewed and staff McCracken said the county is
terrywitt@ $7.75 million in grantsall but has concluded the assessment still allowing the owners of

chronicleonline.com $1 million for the sewer por- won't have to be collected until multiple lots, in
Chronicle tion--butplans to ask for addi- after construction is complete, Chassahowitzka to give up
--- tional state funding this fall as required by Florida law. development rights to one or

Construction of a $13.1 mil- when State Sen. Mike Fasano, Fasano has worked in the more parcels to lower their
lion centralized water and R-Nev Port Richey, brings the Legislature to secure grants for costs. The process, known as
wastewater system in Chassa- legislative delegation to Citrus the water quality project in PermanentReassignmentof
howitzka is moving along well, County for the annuallegisla- hopes ofloweringcosts for Development Rights, allows
but the cost to property owners tive hearing..· property • owners. owners ofmultiple lots topay a
remains unknown for now, Citrus. County commission- Chassahowitzka is not a reduced number of assess­
according to a July 30 memo ersplan to impose a special wealthy community County ments. McCracken said the
from county Public Works property assessment on Commissioner Gary Bartell deadline for taking advantage
DirectorGlenn McCracken. landowners topay the portion has also lobbied the of the option would be estab-
The memo, an update for of the projectnot funded by Legislature forgrantmoney to lished soon... i,@#j

property owners in the coastal state and federalgrants, butbuy downprojectcosts. . He said the firstpublic hear-
community, said thewater por- county officialswon'tknow the U.S. Rep. Ginny Brown- ingonwater and sewer assess­
tion of the project is nearly size of the assessment until Waite, R-Brooksville, has ear- mentswill take place inthe fall
complete and the sewer por- they know if additional grant marked $1.1 million of State of this year. The datehas not
tion is 40 percent complete. money is certain. #@#. g TribalAssistance Grant (STAG) beenset, . %j

.hoodoos«.ht##tit#et.its th"3toe%i.A et%.. eit#±st# est#tee+ tee ##$ ##%%ii#ff.2$±i#ff$



17 cranes. •

casualties
of'st ".• ·:.....' .

EE#if

Alostallclass of2006_
} whoopersconfirmeddead

..s:...- i
Ee in-..###

At least 17 endangered whooping cranes #
guided fromWisconsin to the Chassahowitzka
National Wildlife Refuge died as a result of'_.#±

powerfulstormsearlier in the week l.if?j

RefugemanagerJim Kraus said theyoung$
birdswerefound dead Friday after the pre-#$

' vious night's storm, which was filled with$f$

high winds, lightning, heavy rain and an #%$
unusually high tide. i. #$#$#hi;
Eighteen cranes came to the area in it#ft;

January after following ultralight planes."%$
The project is coordinatedby Operation
Migrationand theWhooping Crane Eastern sf%
Partnership-- the idea is toteachthe $fig
endangered birdsthe wintermigrationpath.• $

The 18thbird is stillunaccounted for, $h :
Zr.jif Please seeCRANES/Page4A Ni#ff'Tic.@a
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Whooping

cranes follow an
ultralight air­
craft during

training Sept.
29, 2006, at
the Necedah

National Wildlife
Refuge in

Necedah, Wis.
At least 17

young whooping
cranes led south
from Wisconsin
by ultralight air­
craft were killed
in storms that

hit Florida, deal­
ing adevastat­

ing blow to a
project to cre­

" ate a second
migratory flock

of the endan- "
gered birds in

North America.

. . .... .. ·: ·..
t .. -~- ~_,;, ·-. :··.. ..~ • • • • ••
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CRANES :.: ·';•: :-_:-=·. Whoopjng cranes· ar~ an .:·ultr~l-ffi°hl"'airpla~es: ·: ·: ·: _; •. • .... The birds were last checked
endangered species, with num- Because the goal is to keep on Thursday evening. Because

•• e. bers thathad dwindled to only the cranes completely wild, of' the magnitude of' the storm
. Continued from Page 1A 15 in 190.Currently, there are researchers wear nondescript and the remote location of the

#z +gs. fewer than 500 whoopers in clothing anddo not talk around pen, personnel were unable tc
That's kind of a mystery orth America. s the birds, so they do not get check on the cranes until

we're trying to unravel,"Kraus The 2006 class wasdelayed• accustomed to being around Friday afternoon.
said. a ..a several times during its migra- humans. Researchers also feed.. "My heart is aching both fo

'The electronic tracker on the tionthis yearbecause of'heavy the birds using crane puppets the young birds we lost and for
crane is still submitting a near- windand cold weather; howev- and have the pilots fly in cos- the dedicated people whc
by signal. There's achance and er; when the birds arrived in tumes... devote so much of themselves
some hope that the bird may be January, itwas thefirst year TheChassahowitzka site is to this project, only to see the
alive. but he reminded bobcats the entire flock survived the peuned in to protect the cranes cranes' lives end in this man
and other predators are also in 1.200-mile trip, Kraus said. from predators; however,the ner;" co-chair of the Whooping
the refuge. Bobcats have killed "Overall. the project has birds may come and go as they Crane Eastern Partnership
whooping cranes associated been a great success in spite of choose. The location is on a John Christian wrote in a news
with the project in the past. what happened," Kraus said. small salt marsh island with a release. "These bird were the

•• 'Th reintroduction project When the cranes are first stilted shed for researches to start of a new generation of life
to increase crane populations hatched, the birds will follow unobtrusively study the ani- for the species, but we will
is now in its sixth year; with 85 the first object they see - a mals. ·. · recover and continue our work.
cranes trained to fly from behaviorknow as imprinting. Kraus said teams are in the Our thoughts also go out to
Necedah National Wildlife Researchers act as the birds' beginning stages of determin- those in central Florida who

.: Refuge in Wisconsin to surrogateparents and slowly ing the actual cause of death suffered personal losses as a
Florida. . s train them to fly and follow for the 17 birds. " result of'these storms."
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Jim Eyster has anotherRVdevelopment
on his radar.
The man who brought Gary BurghofT of

MA'SH fame to his Nature Coast Lands
RV Resort in northwest Citrus County is
developinga second similar resort south of
Chassahowitzka.

Construction began this month on
Chassa Oaks RV Resort on U.S. 19 south of
Chassahowitzka. When completed, it will

/

sport 130 concrete RV pads with prices
beginning at $49,900, plus a clubhouse,
laundry, swimming pool and tennis court.
The first phase is for39 sites and already

half are spoken for, said Barbara
McCorkhill. She and her husband, Joe, are
sales associates with developerJim Eyster.
Phase I construction is targeted for occu­

pancy by the end of this year, Mrs.
McCorkhill said.
The idea of RV resorts is catching on

nationwide as recreational vehicle owners
seek high-class areas to park their RVs and
to live.

"They're becoming very popular," Mrs.
McCorkhill said. "Folks who like to camp
in Florida are havingmore and more trou­
ble finding nice campgrounds, especially
in a nice location."
TheMcCorkhills know. InMay2001, they

left careers in technology to spend life on
the road. On occasion, they would ''work
camp" at resorts bydoing various jobs and
getting a break on the cost
Last year, they settled on Nature Coast

Landings, Eyster's RV resort off U.S. 19
near the Cross FloridaBarge Canal. That's
the same place where Burghoff, best
known as Radar in MA'SH, is the
celebrity spokesman.

Chassa Oaks will be a bit different

Owners of RV pads may live there full­
time or rent them out on their own; at
Nature Coast Landings, a management
company handles rentals similar to a
time-share.
The McCorkhills began working as sales

associates for Eyster at Nature Coast
Landings and now are sellingChassaOaks.
"We're the whole staff," she said. "We're

the sales staff, we're the maintenance, the
advertising folks."
Mrs. McCorkhill said she believes RV

resorts like Chassa Oaks will grow in pop­
ularity

"A lot of these folks like the sense of
community they get," she said. "It's like
buying a condo."

RV resort popping up 'eiChassahowitzka
Construction under way, firstphase has39 sites
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effluent tests'pove
JIM HUNTER

Jhunter@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle

Tests to detect effluent from
septic tanks on the upper Chas­
sahowitzka River this spring
have proven inconclusive.
That's according to anAugust

report by the Florida Depart­
ment of Environmental Protec­
tlon on two tests done in March
and May using traditional and
experimental techniques.
"Overall, the results from this

work do not provide a definite
indicator of direct septic tank
inputs, their quantified loads or
direct evidence ofhumanhealth
concerns," the report read.
State Sen. Nancy Argenziano,

R-Dunnellon, had requested the
tests in an effort to get definitive

, results once and for all about
·whether septic systems in

Chassahowitzka were posing a
health threat, something that
has been alleged for years and
that has resulted in an effort to
take a county sewer line to the
southwest Citrus community.

Argenziano said the report
was "ambiguous" at best and
seemed to showno evidence ofa
health threat
Though it has been suspected

for some time, definitive data
showingpollution by septic tank
pollution has not been evident
in tests.
For effluent bacteriological

indicators, the recent tests used
E. Coli, Enterococci and Clos­
tridium perfingens, which are
all found in the waste of both
humans and warm-blooded ani­
mals. The experimental part of
the tests measured what's called
optical brightener dyes in the
water. The dyes are in most

laundrydetergents and typically
go into septic tanks and so can
be an indicator of septic tank
effluent.•
The water is checked for

brightener and correlated to the
bacteriological samples. If both
are high, that's an indicator
effluent is present
The first samples were done

at low tide March 15 and 16 and
May 9 and 10. Bacteriological
samples were taken at 10 sta­
tions. The second test was done
with more sensitive equipment
available in May. The report
stated the May bacteriological
counts were much higher than
those in March because of rain
less than 24 hours before.
While there were differences

in the brightener across the
canals system in the upper river,
the indicator was greater in the
three eastern canals, compared

inconclusive
with the 10 southern canals, sug­
gesting there is a greater input
of human effluent along the
eastern canals, the report said.
The highest brightener pres­

ence was found near and just
downstream of the Chassahow­
itzka Main Spring (site 5), Chas­
sahowitzka No. 1 spring (site 6)
and the mouth of Crab Spring
Run.
That was unexpected, the

report read, attributing it to
either the cumulative impact of
upstream waters, submarine
groundwater discharge or inter­
ference from non-human
sources. Sites 5 and 6 also re­
ported the highest counts ofEn­
terococci, suggesting, the report
read, that the higher presence of
brightener at those sampling
stations came from human
sources.
Despite that correlation, how-

ever, the report stated that the
brightener indicators did not
correlate well with any of the
traditional bacteriological indi­
cators.
The report concluded: "Tradi­

tional bacteriological indicators
continue to demonstrate little
utility in isolating point sources
of human effluent from leaking
onsite sewage treatment dispos­
al systems." It read there are oth­
ermore specific testingmethods
that could be used, but they are
costly and time-consuming.
The report stated optical

brightener tests did provide
results that suggest certain
areas within the Chassahow­
itzka springs and canal system
may be receiving the effluent,
presumably from septic tanks.
But "any definitive conclu­

sions must be treated with cau­
tion," the report stated.

/



Fingers crossed for
■ Operation Migration hopes
two chicks will be able to find
their way to Florida on their
own when winter comes.
By BARBARA BEHRENDT
Times Stall Writer

CRYSTAL RIVER - Ever since the
first batch of rare whooping crane chicks
ascended into the cool Wisconsin sky
behind ultralights to learn amigration route
to Florida, the reintroduction project has
been a nail-biter. •

future of cranes
Organizers worried about the long flight

south, how the chicks would fare in their
winter home in Chassahowitzka and wheth­
er theywould make it back to Wisconsin on
their own the next year.
Not' since that maiden voyage in late

2001 and early 2002 have there been more
reasons for the crane project partners to be
more nervous.
This year's cause for concern boils down
to three little whooping cranes, the most
precious to date.
They are the firstmembers of the second

generation.
All eyes rest on these three to determine .

the final success of the countless hours of

work to reintroduce a migratory whoop­
ing crane population to the eastern United
States.
That flock has grown to 63 individuals, 61

adults and two of the three second-genera­
tion chicks.
The third second-generation chick was

hatched in captivity and is in flight training . ,
behind ultralights at the Necedah National
Wildlife Refuge inWisconsin.
The other two are completely outside the

control of the staff of Operation Migration.
Hatched June 22, these two birds are the

firstwhooping cranes born in thewild in the

Please see CRANES Page 5
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Cranes from Page 1

Midwest in a century. Their parents,
two cranes that learned themigration
route behind ultralights in 2002, lost
their first eggs of the season but nest­
ed again and those eggs hatched.
The father and mother cranes

are so far doing a good job raising
theirfirst offspring, according to Liz
Cpndie, chief operating officer for
Operation Migration, who spends a
good deal of her time with her fin­
gers crossed.
2It is hard for crane projectpartners
to keep track ofthewild "first family,"
as they are called. They make every
effort to keep the birds wild and that
means they try to stay hundreds of
yards away from them' at all times,
using binoculars and long camera
lenses to make their daily checks.
Watching and hoping is all they
can do.
' "We've not gotten off the edge of
our chair. Nobodyhas anyfingernails

left and our stomachs are in knots
every day" hoping that the gangly
crane chicks are okay, Condie said.
The vast expanse of the Necedah

refuge is a dangerous place. Just a
week ago another older crane was
found dead, possibly killed by a
predator.
Every day the young birds get

closer to fledging, when they dis­
cover their wings can take them into
the air and away from the clutches of
most predators.
The two wild chicks, which stand

about 2 feet tall, half the height •
they will reach as adults, should be
ready to take to the air in the next
couple ofweeks.

"Every day is one more day,"
Condie said.
While much of the Necedah refuge

has been experiencing drought-like
conditions, the territory where the
"first family" has staked its claim still
has plenty ofwater, Condie said.
Whooping cranes frequently have

two chicks at a time but both don't
always survive. They tend to be

The first whooping cranes born in thewild from a migratory floe
Florida are being raised in Wisconsin while being monitored.

aggressive to each other in the early
days, possibly out of their survival
instinct.

But if the two eggs hate
together and the parents split
two can thrive, Condie said.
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Homeowners say
assessment will be
afinancial burden

TERRWTr
terrywitt@chronicleonline.com

Chronicle

The Chassahowitzka water
• and sewer project nearly died
last year when county commis­
sioners first looked at the $11.1
million price tag, and even

though the project survived,
cost continues to be an issue
for some residents.
A group. of Chassahowitzka

property ownershasorganized
a community meeting at 7 p.m. 1

today at the fire station to dis­
cuss forming a property own­
ers association that could
potentially address the cost
issue and possibly hire an
attorney.
Michael Hartley, a visually

impaired plumbing contractor
who went door-to-doorMonday
handing our fliers advertising

.• »• • • {

MEETING ON TAP
i «

County commissioners$.
will meet at 1 p.m. today .
on the firstfloorof the al
Citrus County Courthouse
in Inverness. At 2:15p.m.,
commissioners· will host a
public hearing foradop:
tion of the Chassahowitz.
ka property assessment"
for water.· x#±}°

', « :.°

he is ·not from Citrus County.: sum or financed over 10 years,
Local lawyers declined to take but thefinancechargeswould
the case.·...:: 'total .$4,897.64. The county

Hartley is aware that county wouldassess a 6 percent inter­
commissioners are scheduled est rate on the loan and the
to consider approval todayofa 'property appraiser, tax collec­
$6,361.88 special property tax tor and assessment coordina­
assessment to pay for the water tor each would each collect 2
portionof the project. He said percent interest for handling
he plans to askthe commission the paperwork in the respec-
to delay the voteuntil his group tive offices.' .
has more time to research how . . Matt and Hope Corona, who
to reduce costs for Chassahow- helped • distribute the fliers
itzka residents. with Hartley, question whether
The property assessment for

water could be paid as a lump

the meeting, said an attorney
has been contacted to answer
questions at the meeting, but Please see BREAK/Page 4A



Group
files
water
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Chassahowitzka
residents cryfoul

TERRY WITT
terrywitt@chronicleonline.com

Chronicle

Chassahowitzka property
owners filed a class action law­
suit Friday alleging the Citrus
County Commission has
imposed a special water tax
that is neither fair nor equal.
The lawsuit targets the

$6,361.88 special property
assessment the Citrus County
Commission approved on June
27 to build a central water line
into the community.
The assessment is being

levied against residential and
commercial property owners
in Chassahowitzka, but the suit
says homeowners are getting
hit hardest
Matthew Corona, one of the

four property owners filing the
suit, said the litigation is not
aimed at overturning the prop­
erty assessment, but rather to
distribute the tax burden more
fairly.
"We want everyone who ben­

efits to pay their fair share,"
Corona said. "We don't want to
put an unfair burden on the
residents ofChassahowitzka."
The lawsuit, filed by mem­

bers of the recently formed
Chassahowitzka Property
Owners Association, alleges
commercial properties are
being given a break on the
water assessment

Corona said the county
• plans to assess one piece of
commercial property at the
corner of U.S. 19 and Miss
Maggie Drive for its current
use rather than its highest and
best use. •

Please see VATE?/Page 4A



WATER
Continued from Page IA

He said the property owner
.plans to build a gas station on
the property, but the county
will assess it as vacant com­
mercial.
Corona said residential

property is being assessed for
its highest and best use, creat­
ing an inequity.
The lawsuit also takes issue

with the county's decision not
to impose the water assess­
ment tax on property owners

It's another mini-mortgage
payment attached to their property.

along the 7,000 feet of water
line from Sugarmill Woods to
Miss Maggie Drive.
With those property owners

receiving a free ride, the law­
suit contends residents in
Chassahowitzka will unfairly
shoulder more of the tax bur­
den. They alone will have to

pay for the 7,000 feet of line.
Corona is one of four names

listed in the lawsuit The oth­
ers are Michael D. Hartley,
Clay Steinman and PSC
Holding LLC.
But the lawsuit said they are

members of a class of 523
homeowners in Chassahow-

745- ooG------~---
tizka. Corona said all the resi- c
dents of Chassahowitzka are
represented in the lawsuit r

2Community residents re- c
ceived a July 11 letter from the c
county indicating they have the
option of paying the $6,361.88
assessment as a lump sum by
Aug. 14, or they could spread
the payments over 20 years, £
paying $582.39 annually.

Corona said the $582.39
would be added to their prop- f
erty tax bill. {
"It's another mini-mortgage '

payment attached to their
property," he said.

Matthew Corona
property owner.

-- -



The board questioned
whether Danella should be
allowed to proceed with the
Chassahowitzka water project
when it had not completed the
Halls River Road sewer lines.
But the Chassahowitzka con­

tract was preserved when
Danella Operations Manager
Nick Fidducia said the compa­
ny had run into unique soil
and rock conditions on Halls
River Road that it had found
nowhere else in the state. He
said those conditions delayed
the project, along with wet
weather.
. He convinced Commission
Chairman Gary Bartell and
Commissioners Jim Fowler
and Dennis Damato the com­
pany had done all it could to
complete the Halls River Road
sewer project on time. A
motion to commence work on
the Chassahowitzka project
passed 3-2, with Bartell,
Fowler and Damato support­
ing the motion and
Commissioners Vicki Phillips
and Joyce Valentino opposed.
Fidducia said Danella has

installed all but 80 feet of
sewer line on Halls River
Road. When the remaining
line is in the ground,he said
the company would begin
work on Chassahowitzka. He
thinks the Halls River Road
sewer lines would be finished
by September.
He said the entire project

area along Halls River Road
consists of fractured lime­
stone. When the company dug
deep trenches for the sewer
lines, he said water would flow

Please see HOT SEAT/Page 5A

Contractor
finds self

on hot seat
A- Oo
Commission:

Startproject now
T'RYWITT

terrywitt@
chronicleonline.com

Chronicle

The Chassahowitzka central
water project barely escaped a
nearly fatal political blow at
Tuesday's county commission
meeting that could have ended
the project or caused more
delays.

Commissioners at one point
appeared poised to cancel the
Chassahowitzka contract with
Danella Companies Inc. or
impose heavy financial penal­
ties for failing to complete an
unrelated sewer project on
Halls RiverRoad. The contrac­
tor is at least three months
behind on installation ofsewer
lines along the road.



HOT SEAT
Continued from Page lA

through fractures in the lime­
stone sidewalls and fill the
trenches, making it difficult to
dewater the trenches. He said
the company has never run into
this type of fractured limestone
in any other coastal area of the
state.
The water lines are part of a

larger Chassahowitzka water
and sewer line project that near­
ly died when the only bid for the
water and sewer lines last year
was $11.1 million, about $6 mil­
lion more than anticipated.

Commissioners then separat­
ed the water and sewer portions
of the project and re-bid the
water portion. Danella, which
had been the low bidder for the
combined project, was once
again the successful bidder on
the water portion, and there
were no savings realized by re­
bidding the contract The cost
remained at more than $11 mil­
lion.
The water project is being

funded almost entirely with a
special property assessment on
the residents ofChassahowitzka.
The county also has received a
$600,000 community develop­
ment block grant to lower the
cost of connecting water lines to
low-income Chassahowitzka res­
idents. The grant might have
been lost ifthe Danella contract

The water project
is being funded
almost entirely
with a special

property
assessment on
the residents of
Chassahowitzka.

had been cancelled, according
to Acting County Administrator
Tom Dick
In other business:
■ Commissioners agreed to

send a letter to the Florida
Department of Transportation's
Aviation Division and the
FederalAviationAdministration
advising them of concerns by
Inverness residents about secu­
rity fencing around the
Inverness Airport.
Inverness resident Robert

Masters and his wife appeared
at Tuesday's meeting. They said
the fencing, which is 6 feet tall
and has three barbed wire
strands at the top, is offensive
and doesn't belong in a residen­
tial neighborhood.

Staff also was instructed to
look at the possibility of screen­
ing the fence with foliage or set­
ting it back away from residen­
tial property lines.
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munity I can see more than
half can't afford to pay the
cost," he said. "It's just a sad

Continued from Page lA thing. You are passing by a lot
the community really needs a of fixed income people who
central water system when won't be able to pay it"
people like themselves already The county has not deter-
have good wells. mined the size of the sewer

Matt Corona said he has had assessment
his well tested at least four Glenn McCracken, • county·
times and contaminants were public works director, said the
never found. staff is internally studying how
He said the second problem much to assess vacantcommer­

is that many Chassahowitzka cial properties along .U.S. 19
residents won't have enough between Homosassa and Miss
income to pay for the water
and sewer assessments.

"As I Walk through this com-

Maggie Drive, the entrance
road to Chassahowitzka. .
When those calculations

have been made. McCracken
said the county will be in a
position to determine the'size
ofthe sewer assessment .
He said the reason for the

highwater assessment was the
lack of state grant funding. He
said the county received a
$600,000 community develop­
ment block grant for the water
portion of the project, but mil­
lions for the sewer portion.
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