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i younger ones — big for their 
age. either scared or braggart loud.

On the 28th day of September. 1881 he 
signed his name to the document as 
“John Bro’ 
Company < 
minding. Hi r 
federate Slates -----

Uniforms from the quartermaster 
boxes were doled out without r  
size or shape; one great coat 
sewed on cape, (Confederi 
gray).“Change It, so’jer. 
somebody your size itt'n It don't fit. 
Move on!" Skirmish cap with visor, 
lace up boots, trousers, shirt -(Con-

•*/. '• Ct»lul TaU. O». Male Htalw |

• * Xill.h—~r FIapMa

r*.-.'CLAIM FOR PENSION for John J. Brown of Oxello, was Honored by (fie 
F:’ Slate of Florida on Dec. 20, If 13 and h» was awarded $120 per year, a 
r' comfortable sum In tho.e days, for his service as a Confederate States 

soldier. (From tho collection of Major J.J.Brown)
Maryland. (From the collection as major j.j. orowni

..., 
r.....7xPostolDce . i

CocDt?irj j 

late OF t ■ y-j..

-.'.t. Company . ' J ' •

Regiment

It took J.J. two enlistments to come 
by that money. He was H when Con­
federate forces fired on Ft. Sumter, 
South Carolina April 12. 1881. He 
became restless, leaving his chores

teen three Dint slxe." crossed the Conieueraio une.
two days J J.’learned about leading the II and VI Corps <xxnln<\OR 

■Wow It to toe tot ’ — 
—":r come

t'S boldin' them two pieces 
Now, you gotcha two good

— pns. One's fer waahln’ — cut a 
forked slick fer a handle and you got a 
fryln' pan fer roastin' com er peanuts.
 makln' flapjacks, er a shovel to dig In 

In come the when the mlnnle balls come (lyin' al 
id he caught ya. You watch the older ones and you ‘ “

_ ------- t.'»> jomelhln,’ bay."
part of the way, marching 
way, somdimes hungry,

, rate,i Confederate 
._ade his way cp to 
his company and hat­

red or braggart loud. lalloa. J
,y Ots.pt.mb.r. Ml he Burla, toe next yeerjUie reeorf el 

t» toe document » toe recrall trora OteUo .IxobKtoe He
own." private. u>lmed to maxi tote en,.,ed to -r.r.l tolUea. 
c Captain Hopkins, com- Of certainty he came.-down with a
1st Florida Batudloo. Coo- richness so devastating he was con- 
_.u Army. [lncd 10 ■ hospital for A long period.

from the quartermaster Emaciated, pale and weak he

-tor. to
- c'.pe, (Cnnleder.le nt October, WS2. "On mnt at ■(.

Retumln, to toe I 
regained his stre 
able I'm ■'goln’ 
folks. For awhile be was t 
attention In the small 
telling stories of the army, 
country northward fro

Ewell came marching 
unkempt troops whose i 
told the city the south 
struggle.
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an earDy farming experience
federate gray), knapsack (or spare 
shirt and trousers, blanket, personal 
Items and 'possibles’; canvas hav—- 

. sack, one-fourth bushel i 
t  .food. Issuer — '* 

sometimes If someone came by with (or yer own 
news of the war. y°re CTntc*r

"Whatcha figurin'. J.J.?’’ Within
“I (Igger to go for a so'Jer soon’s the 

crops are In come September — that is 
If the war ain't over by then. You

. reckon It might be over? 1 want me ■ 
chance to fight some of them Yankees.
I beer tell they turns tall and runs 
aoons the guns start a firin'”

J.J. suffered through the long months 
of summer. Crops were I

Jteml
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Lee worked desperately toward 
Lynchburg and the mountains with 

canvas haver- clouds of Phil Sheridan's Union cavalry 
„ site "for totin' and the V Corps cutting pieces out of

’ WltSX to^Wh!S.d •>».. tatoto, tot'll .nd VI 
toe cant™. "Tb-d- U to toe tol lul on tot CanM.nl. tomia brin,to,

tojttotr. Now, too (otto Iwo ,ood toted, oolptontd EwtD ntmt^wed 

.ttoll.r^:Oto?1.r.»bl»-“l:
he wept openly and brokenly. 

The VI Corps Union Infantry units.
ju»t ..rived and bedded down at 

Farmville, where Grant had hls field­
headquarters, when a messenger 
arrived at lhe gallop. He gave a note 
directly Into Grant's hand requesting 

SS^p,;.c'w.Tl^p^,pu2 
Sheridan's scrawl. 

Grant ordered the VI Corps from 
Ibelr blankets and back on lhe road 
again for an attack on Lee's rear 
guard.

Lee had been alternately fighting and 
marching all night, and towards mor­
ning he disengaged at Appomattox. The 
exhausted gray line caught sight of 
Sheridan’s cavalry blocking their way. 
Desperately they fired. Sheridan dia- 

n acwuav ut ... dalned to fire back. Hls horsemen gave 
, way to lhe right and left unveiling solid 

farm he slowly blue lines o( Union Infantry with cxn-
• ' * DOO.

General John B. Gordon had the 
point and the advance guard. He rode 
back and reported the situation to Lee.

"There Is nothing left for me but to 
go see General Grant, and I would 
rather die a thousand deaths." Lee said 
quietly tn hls staff, and rode slowly off 
toward Appomattox Courthouse.

In June. 1863. J J. was paroled from 
the prison at Point Lookout and started 
** ;ary, heartbreaking journey back 

silo In Citrus County.
apparently content on hls 
 that returning to planting 

and cotton, and truck (or hls 
lly.

. IRSt he was ippolnled postr 
of a small settlement oi 
Wlthlscoochee River where 
2C0 crosses now. It was calk 
Izard, in Marion County. 1 
terward be was appointed 
the Peace (or Marion County on i 
der slened by Governor Wllllant Blox-« 
ham and J.L. Crawford, Secretary d( 
State.

Hls pension became valid In 1113 on 
hls application and oath, ”1 served 
faithfully until Honorably Discharged 
from lhe service of the army In lhe 
year 1885 and did not desert the service . 
of the Confederate Army nor lake lhe . 
oath of allegiance to the United Slates • 
until after lhe surrender of the Coo- .

I tartAEKln ArmU«.” |
Ou the Sth day of August, 1933, J J.

rtery. andjpnuemonia tn i.Browndi ed at Homosassa at the age of 
iters cold, and they died of dis- leaving hla wife Callie J. Brown and/ 

tgement. Christnub day was no i. children.

faSi’u'SS.’S^O. to. »to to, rf •«.. U»« wl» wver f rC1Ule J BrowB IDed t„ , wU„.,
To llie touto «nd wot rf Point Ertoo -Ito toe SUto of Rortto. The .p- 

Lookout Pri.00 ooSondj,. April!. ItU fJ pUcwUoo wu .IgTtrf byXltou. Orunyr 

^uto"^“
Paul’s Church. He got m slowly with a Wee. and attested by Claude Connors, 
stricken look on hls [face. Shortly -O erk of Court. ....
thereoller Conterlerotr! Ceoerit R.s. feCiUle Browo wu .wirfed toe pen- 
- - •’ St with dirty, 11 lhe rale of P«r >“um,

ast down eyegytsmounllng to fW s month which was " . 
ras la a death (‘.iolertNe" and "comfortable" In those #

2 'depressloG yean,. '

itrength. “Soon’s 1 get > 
' T back.7 he told hls 

the center of ]
I community I 
j, the war, the 

country northward from Georgia 
where most of them had never been.

He was 17 in January of 1864 and he 
started out for Virginia-again deter­
mined to find hls old ov.lflt and reenllst. 
It was almost a miracle, but be did find 
them and reenllsted ln<Match IXJ. . 
Their ranks were decimwed. old com­
rades were gone — either dead or 
wounded. General Tecumseh Sherman 
was moving In for the siege of Atlanta, 
Ulysses Grant was presstag In on Rich­
mond with frontal attacks caring 
nothing for the bloody slaughter of his 
forces, only that be was determined to 
win by sheer numbers.

Confederate General of the Army. 
Robert E. Lee was holding on with the 
remnants of hls raggedy, starving 
■ rmv and alvthr Grant's replacements 
reason for despair, at one point they 
refused to make a suicidal charge.

It was August 1884 and private Brown 
had lost track of where be was exactly 
In Virginia. He later wrote. "I wu cap­
tured in August 1864 one night while on 
picket along with about-30 others. We 
were taken to Norfolk, Va. and from 
there toJPolat Lookout, Maryland...." 
The war’was over (or John J. Brown of - 
Oxellq.. I. .

The camp was crowded, men died cf , 
hunger, dysentery, andjpnuemonia tn 
lhe wlnt • .a—ui-uai-
courag 
differs

IIU, ItlU UKJ UlkA

Christnuh day
days, there were 
sen It came and

"rBy NORMS WETMAN
Staff Writer___________________

John J. Brown, sometimes known to 
...hls friends as "J.J." received a 
...Christmas pro rot from the sovereign 
,7 stale of Florida exit year In lhe early 

part of lhe century.-J.J. was W-years of 
/.age on Dec. 20, 1913 when hls applica­

tion (or a pension under state rtgula- 
r.Uoas (or honorably discharged Con- 
.-.federate soldiers was approved at lhe 

rale of $120 per year, amounting to 110 
a month, which wu "tolerable" and 
"comfortable" In those early years.

That 110 a month came In right 
handy. J.J. bad been used to farming 40 gif
"du ...dope -Ito to. Txtohux^ •«-^'”“^K.'imto n“to, to. n.«rJto. 

’!i:P°?U^ked°more like a deed except for ■|Cr‘«'d n«me 10 lhe document aa the recruit from Oxello Ja r

-toXZ 1.’. Ftodto B.ttoU«, Con- .ktod. ~ to-UU^ h.

E39. John J. Brown of Oxtllo Postof­
fice, Citrus County, late of the 10th 
Florida Regiment, filed In Pension 
Depsjtment Sept. 3, 1913. Approved 
Dec. 20. 1913 with pay from Sept. 3, 
1913 at lhe rate of 3120 per annum, 
(signed ) R.A. Gray, Secretary o( 
Board.
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Editor’s Note: Citrus County is 100 years 
old this year. In conjunction with the Centenni­
al. the Citrus Times is publishing occasional 
features about Citrus County's past. Claire 
Phillips Laxton, a W-year county resident, is a 
free-lance writer who specializes in history.

The village of Ozello was established 100 
years ago on the St. Martin’s River in western 
Citrus County. The first small schoolhouse 
opened in 1888, near Windmill Creek in Ozello.

County resident Cary DeBush recalls his 
parents saying that Ozello's first school went 
from the first to the eighth grade. He said a Mr. 
Mosley was the first teacher.

Evelyn and Carl Stephens came to Ozello in 
1918 and have been married since 1940. To­
day, they are residents of Homosassa. They 
recall that L. C. Yoeman of Crystal River, 
owner of the fish house and the Regent Thea­
ter, also had a fish house branch run by Dennis 
Alien in Ozello during the 1930s and 1940s.

Another longtime resident was Jim Head, 
who had three farms in the Black Creek area. 
Ozello had a post office,(But horses were used to 
carry mail from Homosassa to OzelloJVPeople 
traveled to the Western Islands — nearby 
islands in the Gulf of Mexico — and to Homo­
sassa by rowboats for visiting and shopping. 
Head grew crops and citrus, and kept work­
horses and other animals on his farms.

| Ozello children were 
taken by bus, then by 
boat, to Crystal River 

J High School.

Crystal River resident Horace Brown re­
calls the Isle of Knowledge, so named because 
the second Ozello school was built on it. It, too, 
had grades 1-8. It closed in 1940. The school­
house was surrounded by water, and the stu­
dents came to school by boat. That fact was 
once noted on Robert Ripley’s Believe it or Not 
program.

( In 1910, there was only one teacher for the
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Youngsters from the Isle of Knowledge are picked up after a boat trip to the bus stoo
sometime in the 1930s. They were bound for Crystal River High School. f=, y~f-, L

school. A woman, Ivey Steven Hutchinson, 
went to Tampa to learn navigation to run the 
school boat, j

r Because the school went only to eighth^ 
/ grade, many youngsters didn’t have the op-\ 

/ portunity to attend high school. Later, Ozello 
i children were taken, first by bus, then by boat 
I to Crystal River High School when Doc “Sony 
\ ny ’ Hudson was principal.
\ Current and former residents of the West­

ern Islands and Ozello gather each year for 
P'oneer Day, sharing old photos and memories 
of the good old days.”

Ozello was and still is a pioneer part of 
Citrus County. If it is built up some day, it will 
be to the dismay of many. For now, the resi­
dents enjoy the peace of the St. Martin’s River.



Ozello,

Inverness, Citrus Co., Fla.29 Oct 1932

Sarah Agnes De BUSK (Sallie )(1878-1979 )''•(1878-1960)

Crystal River, Citrus Co,, Fla,.

Carrie Luna BARNESWIFE'S
MOTHER

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE YEARDAY
STATE OR 
COUNTRY TO WHOMTOWN

1
Citrus Fla,Not named 4 Feb 1935BROWN Homosassa

John Joseph Crystal RiverBROWN 18 Nov 1937 n

Thomas Sullivan Brooksville21 Nov 1945BROWN n

Crystal River CitrusJames Robert 15 Apr 1950BROWN n

T6

7 

T8

T9
LU O

10 

11 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION OTHER MARRIAGES

Family records of Mrs. Helen H. Brown, Ozello, Fla.

Place
Place,

Place

Place

Place 

James Newton BROWN

s
I

WIFE
Born__
Chr.  

Died  

Bur.  
WIFE’S FATHER

!
8

I

CHILDREN
List .acn cnikJ Uving ex oeatfl m ordsr ol txrtn
Given Names___________ SURNAME

WHEN DIED 
MONTH

WIFE’S OTHER 
HUSBANDS 

SEX
M

n
Hern­
ando

Helen Lee HOUGH
1 Aug 1913

2

M
3

M 
4

M
5

HUSdx.J__ ,
Born ________________

Chr. 

Marr_________________ i

Died 

Bur. ---------------------------
HUSBAND’S FATHER
HUSBANDS 
OTHER WIVES_______

WHERE BORN

COUNTY

HUSBAND’S 
MOTHER----

John J. BROWN
1 Jun 1908

o n. cr 
=! => O 2Oo

Citrus Co\~*, Fla.

Place.

Place,

Place

-----------------------------------------Place
Sullivan Corvin HOUGH (Commodore)
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WHEN BORN

DAY MONTH YEAR
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J
11
11 
h

I
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_ i

J 4 Feb 193-5

,10 Nov 1963 I
Sandra Marie SKINNER
4 _Jun 1967 I 
Kathy Jean DURBIN 
21 Sep 1969 I 
Beverly Jo DURBIN
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10 Nov 1Q65 JFort Myers, Lee Co., Fla.

(b 1908) Helen Lee HOUGH  (b 1913) 

Fort Myers, Fla,

Susan Pearl PARKER

WHEN DIED 
MONTH

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE DAY YEAR
STATE OR 
COUNTRYTOWN TO WHOM

Stacey Jo BROWN 1 Mar 1965 Fort Myers Lee Fla.
Ann Marie BROW 9 Nov 1966 I! tl It

5

6

8

9
iu Q

10

11

 

OTHER MARRIAGES

Ozello, Fla.

2_________
Citrus Co., Fla.

HUSBAND’S
MOTHER__

SOURCES OF INFORMATION '

Family records of Mrs. Helen Brown,

o 
o

i 
5

WIFE___
Born__________ _

Chr.___________

Died___________

Bur.
WIFE'S FATHER

WIFE’S OTHER
HUSBANDS 
SEX ' -----

Born'JI____
Chr.  

Marr.__________

Died ___________

Bur.  
HUSBAND’S FATHER 
HUSBANDS " 
OTHER WIVES

WIFE'S
MOTHER.

WHERE BORN________

• COUNTY<
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Sandra Marie SKINNER
1-8 Dec 1945 Placa_
--------------------------------—------------- ------Place 

-----------------  --------- —---------------- Place 

----------------— ------------------------------- . Place  Luke SKINNER

John Joseph BROWN (Joe)  
.18 Nov 1957 P,ac Crystal River?

Place _ 

Place _

Place _ 
---------------------------- Place  
John J. BROWN

CHILDREN 
«*cn CM id (wh,mK ©, a.id) in 0|

G.ven Names SURNAME
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WHEN BORN
DAY MONTH YEAR
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Citrus Co,, Fla.Crystal River,4 Jun 1967

Helen Lee HOUGH (b 191 ?&) (b 1908)John J

Ill,Decatur,

Maxine Louise SABLOTHY

YEARDAY

TOWN

Fla.Citrus13 Sen 1969 InvernessSherry Michelle BROWN
Pine, nDunedin21 Apr 1^72BROWN

5 

T6

T7

8 

9 LD Q

T10

I11

OTHER MARRIAGES

■
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Family records of Mrs. Helen Brown, Ozello, Fla.

WIFE'S OTHER 
HUSBANDS

SEX
M

Kathy Jean DURBIN 
9 Oct 1949 Place _

---------------------------------------------------- Place 

_______________________________ Place 

---------------------------------------------------- Place Robert George DURBIN

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE I

TO WHOM

i
?

5
Q

O 
w 
x
z

CHILDREN
L>« each child (whatnar living ex dead) in orOar o! birth
Given Names___________SURNAME

WIFE___
Born___________

Chr. 

Died 

Bur. 
WIFE'S FATHER

WHEN DIED 
MONTH

wifE'S 
MOTHER

HUSBAND'S 
MOTHER__

F 
2

P 
3

STATE OR 
COUNTRY

HUSMD 
Born_________

Chr. _________

Marr.__________

Died  

Bur.  
HUSBAND'S FATHER 

“HUSBAND'S
OTHER WIVES_______

WHERE BORN

COUNTY
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Thomas Sullivan BROWN (Tom) ______________
21 Nov 1945 plar. Brooksville, Hernando Co., Fla.

___Place- 

___ Place_ 

___ Place _ 
___ Place  

BROWN

I
I 
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i
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II 
h

I 

f 
t 
5 
o 

_ i

Julie Kristine

WHEN BORN

DAY MONTH YEAR



21 Sep 1969 Red Level, Citrus Co., Fla.

(b 1908) (b 1915)Helen Lee HOUGH

Decatur, Ill.

Maxine Louise SABLOTNY

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE YEARDAY
STATE OR 
COUNTRY TO WHOMTOWN

Kelly Jo 16 Jul 1977EROWN Inverness Citrus Fla.
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e
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10 I
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OTHER MARRIAGESSOURCES OF INFORMATION

Family records of Mrs. Helen Brown, Ozello, Fla.
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WIFE___  
Born___________

Chr. ___________  

Died  

Bur. 
WIFE’S FATHER

CHILDREN
e»ch child (whaitwr bwng or dead) in order ol birth

Given Names___________ SURNAME

I
WIPE'S 
MOTHER,

HUSBAND'S 
MOTHER__

o
Born _________

Chr. 

Marr._________

Died 

Bur. 
HUSBAND'S FATHER
HUSBAND'S
OTHER WIVES

WIFE’S OTHER 
HUSBANDS ' 

SEX 
M

F 
2

Beverly Jo DURBIN 
23 Mar 1951 Place_
—*------------------------------------ Place _
----------------------- ----------------Place _ 
-------------------- - ----------------- Place__________Robert George DURBIN

WHEN DIED 
MONTHWHERE BORN

COUNTY

s

i.
i

> Q. S
- 5 O s O o < □: in 
u. O ct

WHEN BORN
DAV MONTH YEAR

______ James Robert BROWN (Jim Bob) _________________
15 Apr 1950 Rian Crystal River, Citrus Co., Fla.

_______ ____________ Place _

Place _
Place _

____________________Place _
John J. BROWN
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I
I
1

h
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I
S> s
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I
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Island Grove, Marion Co., Fla.

(1834—19077

27 Jul 1979
(1853-18897Anne Victoria BELLAMY

DATE OF FIRST MARRIAGE YEARDAY
STATE OR 
COUNTRYTOWN

CL Edith Victoria Crystal River Citrus9 Aug 1905
n n11 Apr 1907 nn

John J, BROWN 1 Jun 1908 Ozello n n

16 Jul 1909James Timmons BROWN ti11 11

Horace Haiden 16 Dec 1910BROWN 11n n

Sallie Mae BROWN 1 Sep 1915 n It 11

8 5* 

9
LU Q

10

11

no issue

11 Sep 1904
22 Jan I960

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Family records of Mrs. Helen H. Brown, Ozello, Fla.

Place 

Place 

Place 

_______ Place_________
John Timmons De BUSK

3 o
!

CHILDREN
LiK •*ch child (••ww living ot <Mad) in ordv ol b«rth
Given Names SURNAME

BROWN
Margaret

Catherine a ..BROWN

„ ,| Fla.
Catherine Margaret SIMMONS

Sarah Agnes De BUSK (Sallie)______________________ ■
7 Aug 1878 piaco Rutland, Sumter Co,, Fla.

WHEN DIED 
MONTH

WIFE
Bom__
Chr. 

Died___

Bur. 
WIFE’S FATHER

WIFE’S OTHER 
HUSBANDS

SEX

James Newton BROWN
29 Jan 1878  Place___

Place____

Place____

Place____

Place____

John J. BROWN

Crystal River, Citrus Co., Fla, 
Stage Stand Cem.

” (1853-1921)

F 
2

F 
3

M 
4

M 
5

M 
6

F 
7

WIFE'S 
.MOTHER

WHERE BORN
COUNTY

Citrus Co,, Fla._________________________________________
Inverness, Citrus Co., Fla.______________  _____
Stage Stand Cem,, Homosassa Springs, Citrus Co., 

(1847-1933) ........ ^bhafr5s

husbaL<
Born____________

Chr.

M arr_____________

Died ____________

Bur. 
HUSBAND’S FATHER
HUSBAND'S
OTHER WIVES_______
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> Q. CC 
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cii “ 
LU LU 

£71 
LU Q ~

_o 

e
o

WHEN BORN
DAY MONTH YEAR TO WHOM

20 Dec 1924 I 
Fla.(1) Jerome Edwin STEPHENS 

3 May 1924 I
James Fisher STEPHENS -
29 Oct 1932 |
Helen Lee HOUGH
25 Aug 1928 |
Agnes WADDINGTON___________

-17_4pr_1_9J7 |
Ann Gertrude EDGE_______

| 3 Aug 1922 
died a child____________

ZT2 I

I
I

H 
li r 

i 
£

I
i
£
o

_ i

OTHER MARRIAGES

# 1 m (2) Alan BLACK
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A r 6 Xa Baptized

EndowedPlaceChristened
Sealed to parentsPlaceDied

5 A
A5

BaptizedPlace

EndowedPlaceChristened
Sealed to parentsPlaceDied

Sealed to spouse

6 Sex
BaptizedPlace

EndowedPlaceChristened
Sealed to parentsPlaceDied

F
Sealed to spousePlace

7 Sex
BaptizedPlace

EndowedPlaceChristened
Sealed to parentsPlaceDied

Sealed to spousePlace

List other marriages and sealings of the husband, wife, and children on this form. List any necessary explanations.Other marriages

Sources of Information Add further information on attached sheets as necessary.
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r
I

t
I. 
t

Last 
name
Maiden 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

Last 
name

See ‘Other 
marriages'

i

i 
k

I>
J

r

Given i|
name(s) f—
Born (day month year)

!

Given 
name(s)__________
Bom (day month year)

Sex

Given 
name(s)__________
Born (day month year)

L□
A

I Place

AotJ

)<7l3 -_______
Sealed to spouse

See ‘Other 
marriages'

Ge v-TvU c.
I Place

X
Place

I Last
| name

if

Spouse
Given name(s)
Married

Spouse
Given name(s)
Married

Spouse
Given name(s)
Married

Spouse
Given name(s)
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Cr>'^ul River, Florida, Thursday May 31, 1962

OZEILO BOAMRWGf OPEN
,S SaiitK

•i-j vjQhns— ■

•Mull-t

£entineU5,
'Hull lilgJi LOW Low 

June a,n>. p.m. a.in.
I ...12:07 10:22 4.01 G:02 

. 1:22 10:54 4:2« G:45 •Z.-ao 11;2K 4.52 7;2H ‘ 
 12:05 
• 12:46 

1:31 .
.... 2:23 10.27

Phone Swift 5-3146

z a ® *» sxx "r,csr «»■ - St s.n" ,"x ™ s. '>•“ k as, funnel. See story. f°r boats- st^ed out by County, showing cafe

. Serving Citrus County, 
Dunnellon, Yankeetown and Inglis

/Channel Marked
1 Crystal River--The 
1 new bridge on the Ozellc

Road extension to the Gull • . 
is now open, both for auto 
traffic across it, and for 
boat travel under it.

The channel from the 
end of the road to Mullet 
Key i'j marked with 
stakes, covered with 
luminous paint, so that 
boaters can follow tfic 
channel by day or night.

Work on this project, 
in addition to the re-con- 
ditioned road, has been 
done by the Citrus County 
R on d Department, with 
the co-operation of Den­
nie Barnes, Clyde Byrd 
and State Rep. Allison 
Strickland.

Pile driving of the 
stakes has been done by 
Knox Purcell.

The area is well-known 
for fishing and crabbing, 
and rapidly is changing 
from a jungle into a re­
sort area. Housing areas 
are being prepared along 
the road for the expected- 
influx of people who want 
to live "o loser to 

•nature.”
The road extension 

ends on an island which 
contains an airstrip and a 
designated area for a ’ 
County park, with a natu- ! I 

,ral beach. [ .
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RENOVATED FISHING PIER P 
REOPENS .

■ • ■ • ■ :... •._; J- • • .,.•

For many Citrus County residents, it was good to hear .that a 
popular saltwater fishing pier reopened in April 1988. Located at 
the end of South John Brown Drive off County J-ioad 494 infOzelld, 
the pier had been closed to the public by the’county’s’Division of 
Parks and Recreation since fall of 1987. •

Once considered a safety hazard, the fishing pier now .'boasts 
sturdy wood decking supported by six 12-inchhy-lO-foot woodtpil- 
ings, and connected to a reinforced concrete wSll with bolted gal- ' 
vamzed steel plates. The county’s Department of. Public Works 
completed the total reconstruction project, evertdown to the smal­
lest detail. Local fishermen requested places tirest theinfishing 
poles, and county work crews responded with J6 holes drilled at 
re^iiar intervals in the pier’s guardrails. A small parking area was 
added to accommodate five vehicles, and fhe pier Itself is- 
handicapped accessible.

Situated on a scenic stretch of the St Martiffs JRiver, the Reno­
vated John Brown Drive pier fills a gap in the shortage of shoreline 
sea trmif’br’^r h°Un^' CatYof’the'dai' might include redfish, 
sea trout or catfish, and crabbing is a popular (pursuit

Y W' ^7t."■

MWyW 
! H. ■■■ j

tr-4 L



I ncu ivl ig,

::

1 don t Deneve i a warn lw uvt .
anywhere else," he says. “And I’m get- sketches and paintings of lhe scenes of dwellers, is easy-gomg and close-knit 
.. ___________ There s not hardly anyone that

i

li

’Ji

;e, reniemueia a ou««p«vx v<au.u.
“It was just a little quiet fishing ~ ?

li_____Mtre ‘Tvorvlinrlv wpnt .•21^'^---'

'..'Vi
. „~:T

**V $ fa M
Times photo — BOB MGHELAND 

Real estate agent Wanda Wells and her husband Zeke Wells, center, take a moment to spend some time with 

friend Scotty Anderson and their dog, Megan.

OzelSo from Page 1

uaim> ui

Thelma Henderson says Oze do is a 
“getaway” place for people from the 
Tampa Bay and Lakeland areas. “They 
come here for the weekends to be 
quiet,” she says.

Ozello folks have their raucous 
times, but on the whole, they'n .. quiet 
bunch, a community of people no like 
to live a little bit away from it .VI. 
Leaning over a cooler filled with fresh 
mullet, wholesale fish seller Orie. Vann 
vrill tell you why he likes the Ozello

“It’s at the end of the road and you 
don’t get no hassle.”

________ ____ _ . . . ...it, ■ 1 yhffr’V.y

1i* it WO? 3

»sSwi«aaBi^B®s£ -
ting too old to move.”

By almost any standards, Ozello is 
still a simple place.

Ozello boasts a civic center, which 
draw's a usual crowd of about 10 for 
Saturday night bingo, a Baptist Church 

,* and a convenience store. There’s one 
; ' tavern and one restaurant. Peck’s Old 

Port Cove, perched at the northern 
edge of Ozello, is a roomy seafood house 
that offers spicy shrimp, oyster burgers 
and blue crab sandwiches. Across the 
road is the recently named Ozello Keys 
Art Gallery, filled with Phyllis Milton s

Wells, who says the community has ?-i 
become a little too crowded for his 
taste, remembers a simpler Ozello. t<

settlement,” he says. “Everybody went i 
fishing, came home, ate some mullets 
and grits and went to bed. That s about 
all 1 know. I ate so damn many mullets I 
could swim like one.

"We didn’t have nothin’ and didn’t 
want nothin' and didn't expect nothin'. 
We was happy,” Wells says.

John Brown was bom in Ozello 79 
years ago. From the porch of his weatli- : 
ered wooden house on John Brown 
Drive, he can see the pier that bears his 
name and the landing where island 
dwellers head home in their motor­
boats.

Brown recalls hunting and fishing 
throughout the area, which he says was 
called the great marsh.

Now, Brown’s days are quieter, 
spent sitting in the house or strolling I 
down to the pier.

“I don’t believe I’d want to live

"We didn't have 
nothin' and didn't 
want nothin' and 
didn't expect nothin'. 
We was happy." 
— Zeke Wells

not liked by everyone,” says Wanda lifestyle. . 
Wells. “It’s a community of people that ”
like each other.”

Ozello “There’s not hardly anyone that’s
The houses in Ozello are no longer _ 

just the small trailers and cottages of S 
fishermen. Spacious wooden houses b 
with large decks and porches stand on H 
stilts above the rivers and creeks. From - flj 
most any point on the mainland, you can 
see a roof peaking out from the bushes 
of the islands, linked only by thin electri­
cal wires swaying in the wind.

Ozello’s varied houses reflect the 
mix of the Ozello population. But the 
community, made up of fishermen, re­
tirees, year-rounders and weekend
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DEAR ANN LANDERS: Here , 
some excellent commandmen 
for in-laws. And please, Ann, 
feel free to add to this list. 

; As one who has been throui.. j 
ithe mill, I can tell you there > 
are many young married com 
who need all the help they ca

■ get.
Dy-Laws (or In-Laws
1. Don't feel that you are 

.entitled to know everything 
about your married children’si’ 
lives (who they entertain, whai 
they do every night, how much 
money they make, what their 
friends are up to, etc.). - i —

■ 2. Don’t complain that visits O
with your children and grand- J '1 
children are too infrequent. If»- 
your son takes you to lunch, 
don t tell him it should'be even 
month, and then call him to 
make sure that it is. Be content 
with whatever time he can give 
you. ■ .
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DEAR DR. GOTT: Ten surgeries 
ind seven years later, no one ' 
las been able to tell me what I 
:an do to prevent future occur- 
■ences of hidradenitis suppurati- 
’a. Can you?

DEAR READER: Hidradenitis sup- 
'urativa is a chronic skin condi- 
lon marked by repeated infec- 
ons of the sweat glands, pri- 
tarily in the underarm and 
roin areas. Simple cases present 
s boils and abscesses, which are 
Jadily treated with antibiotics 
nd hot compresses. Chronic and 
^current episodes are a different 
latter because the infections can 
lalesce, forming deep tracts of 
iflammation that are resistant 
> therapy and can make arm 
lovement and walking painfully 
ifficult.
As a general measure, suscep- 
ble patients should avoid skin

• i-hQ alii.
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Consult a specialist about skin disorder
DFAO no rsnrr. m--------------- . ^--r—_ —----

i-pr--77.;
1 r fete 
ifcW'
I j fa ‘ ••jlj, o 

nolo, feiA'C-QiSlS
L r;'
rim ' - "7^

■ ■ --------------------------------

X. •>. .-un.Ai- ..-ALxri/ 
““*• ...... .. — _

3

s
e

cn v-4 Xj

e 
’2^'0

oV-
2 E -p 
XJU-C-

2 5 ■? c E
c o bh*1 u.i 

co 2 ? « 2 E ■ 
4) 41 2 >- 41 ■ ■ ■ '

2 S - 2 5 5
0) aJ M TJ 

— bo
1 2 o ~ g 5

X M 41 H R
_--0 *• w ■?

• E 2 S § £ d o w o H 
“> o -o w 

Ct p;
al £

o *3 o

") -o .
>1 p (D

S2 3

g > y & 0 ” 
? E S o 
R o ££6ub2°2^^^2g^^. >^2“ 

2S°>8.SC-^^^5I8“?.8S

,s 2xffl^5 u6

R u 3 2 
'O '£ rt 
_ 7 *5 o 

00 w

S: -b
R -O -q 
« 25 
£3: e
2 -g & -S o ■& -

.c< .
m b 6
§ a S o
X) d • O
R “1 U ?
- 2 g C.

jr O <4 
Q) O -o

2 £2 2 ■S



'Time is sub n have how

— John Brown

K»

W r •■. J
Citrus Tima* — BO0 MORELAND

'During the Depression I didn't have a 
job, so I had to get someplace in the 
woods and I just took a liking to this 
spot. I'd leave, but I'd always come

John Brown, a legend 
on the canal in Ozello, 
has his day next week

B«gARBARA BEHRENDT
City. Tim** Stuff Writer

OZELLO — Time has wrought only small 
changes on John Brown’s Ozello home.

Time and the freezes of the past several 
years have taken away the trees that once 
lined the canal and lent shade to the grounds.

Time and fast-moving boaters who stirred 
up destructive waves have dissolved a couple 
of islands that had rested in the canal.

Time and the elements have faded and 
roughened the outside of the wood house 
Brown built 55 years ago. But time hasn’t 
changed the way. Brown feels about Ozello. 
•The view'is'•still good, ;and he still calls the 
place honie...... 's: . ..

“Time is allThave riow,*’ Brqwn said in his 
soft voice, gazing from his cluttered screened 
porch to the dozen of empty flower, pots and

^^vttrierdps cypr^'tifeaS feting! his ,yfcrd: '•
But Brown has more than time. He has 

memories that span 76 years of living on and 
off in the Ozello area. .

Sitting on his porch chatting,, he remem­
bers picking up children in the^boatihat took" j.

, them to the famous Ozello island school, which 
appeared in Ripley’s Believe It or .Not,

Brown'remembers being a -constable, a 
. sheriffs deputy, a school bus driver, a school 

board member, a fisherman, an electrician and 
a security guard. •

Brown’remembers the accomplishments of 
his ancestors. His grandfather, J. J. Brown, 
came to the area after the Civil War. He 
carried the mail, taught ■ school and was a 
county commissioner. Brown’s father, James 
Newton Brown, served as a county .commis- 

t sioner and the mayor of Crystal River.
Because of the accomplishments'of Brown 

and his family, the Ozello Civic Club has 
declared May 25 John Brown Day.

back. This is my home.'
y p|0as8 s'ee BROWN, Pagb 2 /
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Scheduled to begin at the civic club at 11
■ a.m., the celebration of Brown s 77th birthday 

will include an old-fashioned style show, a 
potluck dinner, music, games and special rec­
ognition to the former school teachers of the 
island school and anyone born in Ozello more 
than 50 years ago.

Those who have old photos of Ozello are 
asked to bring them to the celebration, and the 
public is invited.

Brown said Friday that he is honored by 
the plans for the celebration but doesn't un- 
derstand why such a fuss is being made about 

’ it. He does look forward to seeing many of his 
friends and relatives at the event.

An active man all his life, Brown said he 
'' has not quite adjusted to retirement. He was 
J asked to leave his job as a security guard 
6 several months ago when a new boss noticed 

B ; ‘‘f m'iss.it.’l.he’Baidyifemoving his cap and 
brushing back the whiteV/ifips of hair. • But it 
was time for me to quit anyway.

f Retirement means living1 just on his and his
wife Helen’s Social Security, but Brown isn’t 
worried. “It don’t take much for us to;Iive,” he 

&■’ said. “When I paid that judge-the night I got 
married, I had just two dollars in my pocket.” 

to After he and his wife were married more 
ft than half a century agd, Brown jield many jobf 
h He waft asked by some local people to run f 
E- the job. of constable, not an easy.task in a 

r| that had.a tough reputation. ;£. <■
® 3 Brown, said the beauty of the.area and the 

X numerous relatives he and his wife have there 
J made them'settle in and stay in Ozello.
•; “During the Depression, I didn’t have a job, 
' j so I had to get someplace in the woods and I 

' • just took a liking to this spot,” Brown said. “I’d 
I leave, but I’d always come back. This is my 
! home.”
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n’osassa. “He liked doing- that 
a lot, Horace Brown said.
•John Brown’s son, Tom 
Brown of Crystal River, said 
ms father was well respected 
>n Ozello, and a road that cuts 
off from Ozello Road bears his 
father s name.

scnooi ooard was a cnnctohio n Tbe cominunity’s Pioneer

r ■ UzeIio ^e was a quiet, gentle 

sfe*»?«S"S’”
only ™ “>K»«I to »h.t he haJ
™a,ny Tf?’ but also captained

t,tha,‘ transported chil- 
on islands to

Ozello piomeer dies
Staff report

John Brown, a lifelong resi­
dent of Ozello who was active 
in the community, died Mon­
day about a mile away from the 
house m which he was bom

Brown 84, was a well-liked 
resident who served on the 
school board, - - 
for jn tiny years, and

Water Board.'
His 1 '

Of Crystal River, said he
only drove r • - -

but also’capta“ined

dren who lived 
school.

He was a constable for 22 
years in a district that covered 
Ozello, Crystal River and Ho-

|'

a few years 
.... Hay.

Tom Brown said. “He 

m6™! »tistened to what he had 

John Brown is survived by 
h-s wife, Helen H. Brown- 
three sons, Joe and Tom of 
Crystal River and Jim Bob of 
Mananna, Fla.; his brother Ho­
race; seven grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren
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OPINIONS INVITED

Sincerel
G. William Bryai 

Crystal Riv<

The opinions expressed in the Chron­
icle editorial are the opinions of the edi­
torial board of the newspaper. Editorial 
board members are Publisher Gerard 
Mulligan, V.P. for Marketing David 
Ernest, Editor Jim Hunter, Managing 
Edilor/News John Bowman, Managing 
EditorAGraphics Tim Hess, Feature Edi­
tor Neale Hunter and County Editor 
Cindy Cokely.

Groups, or individuals who wish to 
comment on editorials or express an­
other opinion are invited to write letters 
to the editor or to schedule a meeting 
with the editorial board by calling 
726-4005.

Readers of the Chronicle are Invited 
to send letters to the editor on issues 
they feel are important to the communi­
ty. All letters must be signed and in­
clude a phone number. The phone 
number will not be published, but all 
letters will include the name of the au­
thor. We reserve the right to edit letters 
for consideration of spac^,"libel or taste. 
Send your letters to:

. The Editor
P.O. Box 1899
Inverness^ Fl. 32651

A)zelio*area: cabins ■ pers°hai belongings.- ' 7 fires never bum purely or complete!
• . < This came as quite a stirprise to the and release a variety of chemical co:

I snould not be burned 7 . honie owners who, because of their long pounds. The burning of a dwelling sm 
I ' - history on the islands, considered the as these cabins is likely to release c;
In the shallow coastal waters of Ozel- < land to be theirs?Now rumor hai it, that bons, nitrites, sulfbrs, and carcinoge;

an?onf’J-he Jagged oyster bars that- in their final phdse of squatter eradica- 'into the local ecosystem.
tnrqaten to cut feet and disable out- tion, these state Agencies intend to burn Aside from these less obvious, mai
boarus, there lie some of the most rug- the cabin homes to the ground. | ' - animals will be killed as a direct resi

beautiful islands in the United If indeed the cabins are burned, it of the blazes. The rafters of one cat) 
will be a grave mistake. Burning is .an", that I know of personally are home to 
inefficient method of disposal. Oped' family of owls, and a family of gre 

blue herons has made their nest in 
. tree near tire house.

Ozeilo's marine life and shellfish p< 
ulation are already wounded, and t 
destruction caused by these open b< 
fires would cut that wound even deep< 

A suggested alternative to destroy! 
the cabins is to turn them into histork 
monuments that all of us could enj< 
Another would be to turn a few of the 
into field stations for the wildlife off 
ers to use on overnight missions, aft 
ail they have been havens to mai 
wind-blown and sun-baked travele 
through the years.

As a final suggestion, if it is necessa 
to destroy the cabins, a method oth 
than burning, such as dismantling the

■ and carting them away, should be usljp 
Something must be done. Th’j; 

homes are an integral part of Ci tri 
County's heritage, and, for the benefit 
all residents, they need to be preserve 
With perseverance, I hope that my voii 
will.be heard and my ideas will be co 
sidered.'. -.

. ■ Our state leaders have an extreme 
large1 responsibility and in this burea 
craticigoyernment they often make mi 
takes. It is a good leader who will listc 
when mistakes are pointed out, and a 
even better one who will take action I 
correct the situation.

States.
Here and there on a few of these is­

lands can be found cabins. Many of 
them are now used only as camping 
lodges, but once were homes to some of 
Citrus County’s first residents.

At the expense of much blood and 
sweat, these pioneer homes were built 
out of the settlers’ love for the area and 
the necessity of a home for their fami­
lies. Over the years, hurricanes and 
fires have destroyed some of these 
homes.

“■ ’ - But because of the fierce tradition " 
V embedded deep in the hearts of the set- 

. tiers' descendants, they were repaired 
or rebuilt, and these homesteads were 
preserved. For decades these families 
and their homes went unnoticed, until 
recently, since Citrus County has suf­
fered from urbanization so rapidly that 
environmentalists are up in arms.

Because of this environmental ten­
sion, state agencies under the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Trust Fund have stepped into Ozello in 
an. attempt to gain some much needed 
control over growth in this sensitive 
wetland area.

Unfortunately for the homestead cab­
in owners, it appears that these agen­
cies’ attempts'have been directed to­
ward their cabins. Several months ago a 
campaign to rid the islands of the set­
tlers’ cabins was begun. The islands 
were posted “no trespassing,” and 
campers were told to stay off the islands 
and out of the cabins unless to remove

will.be
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Mayors of Crystal River
1905

1921
1924
1927

1950

1972

Crystal River was operated as a village government until 1903. 
It became a town form in 1903 and a city form in 1923.

1990
to present

1903
1906
1907
1911
1913
1915
1917
1919
1920
1922
1923
1925
1926
1928
1929
1933
1936
1938
1940
1942
1947
1948
1949
1951
1952
1964
1968
1969
1973
1981
1991

1963
1967

1932
1935
1937
1939
1941
1946

1910
1912
1914
1916
1918

E.
C.

1. Bowman, E. T.
2. Sparkman, N. N.
3. Stevens, J. E.
4. Erwin, Richard W.
5. Sparkman, N. N.
6. Gay, W. E.
7. Sparkman, N. N.
8. Hough, W. E.
9. Gaston, J. B.

10. Root, E. B.
11..Stevens, J.
12. Barco, H.
13. Burgess, Yorke
14. Barco, H. C.
15. Bowman, E. T.
16. Rubin, Philip
17. Moon, W. B.
18. Bowman, E. T.
-19. Alyea, W. S.
20. Stevens, J. E.
21. Brown, J. T.

Brown, J. N.
23. Graff, Carl F.
24. Thompson, M. M.
25. Dumas, Brown
26. Damron, Leonard A.
27. Ayers, Stewart
28. Damron, Leonard A.
29. Lewis, Vinel S.
30. Williams, Herbert
31. Rich, Curtis,Sr.
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dent of Ozello who was active was weR ^pected
in the community, dll^Mon- ™sOzello_ a road that cuts 
day about a mile away from the m Q Road his
housein which he was bom 1 ?s.

• Brown, 84, was- a welHiked tatn^ comlnunity,s Pioneer 
resident who,.served on the a few yea?5
school board,'was a constable ^JohnBrownDay.• V .

SU?S"‘^S.» , 
wm ■ of crystal .River,’ said he not • 
only drove a', school bus for 
many yearn, but also captained 
a’ boat that transported chil- 

.? dren who lived, on islands to 
" Sjne was a constable for 22

Ozello, Crystal River and Ho-
....

boat

-.'.He was a quiet, genUe. 
man,” Tom Brown said. He 
didn't get riled up too much. 
People listened to what he had 
tOJohn Brown is survived.by 
his wife, Helen H-,Brpwn

.....................
«,rn S?S.FfeSSifirS’ 
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Joe Orowrs

f ©! • -C® CG®!!'

to

and was promoted to the rat... 
of Major. Since that time, he 
has served as coordinator for 
Florida's Seafood Quality 
Control Program. Through his 
efforts most of the guidelines 
now followed by the slate were 
established. Florida s 
guidelines have been used as 
models by other coastal slates,

Now Hetsds Marine .Patrol
wac nromoted to the ranK The new chief law en. 

forcement officer has varied ' 
interests which include outdoor 
sports, woodwork 
biographical history, historical 
and marine related literature.

Lt' Col. Brown and his wife 
Sandra have two daughters, 
Stacey, nine, and Ann eight.

Maj. John J. (Joe) Drown, 15 
year career officer with the 
Florida Marine Patrol was 
promoted to lhe Chief Law 
Enforcement Officer of the 
Marine Patrol on Jan. 1, filling 
the vacancy left by the 
retirement of Lt. Col. II.v. 
(Ted) Gibson. Brown’s new 
rank is Lieutenant Colonel.

Doth the retiring chief law 
enforcement officer and the 
new chief are familiar to Citrus ... /?/?■ Sxet

! towd to: artt’SSrtrt
■ KE' " Kt a-- - -i
I *s?SSSSS£S*. it. W

Force, the new chief law en- Marjne Patrol as the result of a _ „ . f relocating his family tn the . 
forcement began bis career in (n agency’s top ad- . a area. ?■. 5 : / <■
law enforcement as a con- . ,iH“n%as appointed director of ’■
servation officer with Joe Brown, a native of O?ell° ... Marine Patrol in Nov, of 1979. •>
former Conservation Board. ■ • J { , Patrol director for the ^lorl *??. h had been assistant . 
Later he was made assistantI ,theurMa™s7wain be Stepping aside - the patfol for four anda -
district supervisor for South btouy _r .nTallahassee director for P
WTn Wto'u' Col Brown was (/will be assuming .the dutiess of half y Gi^endanne’r,,director i
assigned to General&tor of the Gulf Region UntH now . Department of ■ Natural..

8 \ that office has been located in Tampa- ResourCes under who auspices the.... j
The new director of the patrol will be A Reas™atrol operates, said that the. J 

Capt. Don Ellingsen who worked in the ,were voluntary ..and, involved : , . 
■(Crystal River. Dolatrctiq°fnflCe 3 ' three top administrators who all

' administrative office and will be man-.; the director o[ the Gulf
ned by Col. Brown, an administrative P Bureau will be faking over the.

•, assistant, and a small.numbero sup- Region Bur^
Dort personel. It will be located in th ; please see office, back page 

L$agon WheelPk^on U.S. 19 south of .

10A, SUNCOAST SENTINEL, January 30. 1975
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Seaside Scenes Bn Ozello
Located on State Road 494 off U.S. 19. between Crystal River and 
Homosassa Springs, is the quaint seaside village of Ozello. 
Picturesque buildings and boats dot tire maze of islands that 
stretch for nine miles down a winding road. Al left, an old tree on 
one of the islands is silhouetted against lhe shimmering sea. Some 
residents say Ozello is named for the daughters, Ozello and 
Ozona, of the first man to purchase property there. However, 
longtime resident John J. Brown, right, says the name came about 
when residents could not agree upon a name for lhe community, 
and the community's first postmaster, Will Platt, asked U.S. postal 
officials to name the village. The name they sent back to Platt was 
Ozello. Below is a dock located at what Brown says is the original 
site of the town. — Tribune Photos by Bob Hannah



Qld School
/Way See

the island

to
by

grades

I
kept the 
attended 
front landing

its
A near-I

I

classes, which 
early American 
having the tea 
one grad 
in t—

40-odd students that 
school with Brown 

’• ; on 'Im island on 
time, he said.

And nobody 
when 
the

county paid the teach- 
who boarded with local

1930's and early 1940's in a 
newspaper article published 
several years ago.

"Since I cotpdn't swim, I 
was just a little afraid of the 
water,” Mrs. Martin said of 
her island days. ""Here 1 was 
expected to teach 18 or 15 
youngsters that could handle 
boats like professionals and 
swim like ducks," stie la­
mented.

"AT THAT TIME the school 
term was four or five months 
during the summer. This was 
to allow the older boys to fish 
in the fall and winter months 
to help swell the family fi­
nances," she explained.

Mrs. Martin was apparently 
as willing to learn as to teach, 
and she described how two 
boys in the family with which 
she boarded taught her the 
art of rowing during her first 
summer in Ozello.

Boat trips to the school 
didn’t stop after the classes 
were ended in 1944, either, 
since the still-sturdy wooden 
building became a refuge for 

! fishermen caught in a storm.

IN FACT, it took killer- 
: hurricane Gladys to make the 

old school begin to lean to one 
side, when Ozello was hard hit 
by the tropical storm a few 
years ago.

The winds that often whip 
across the coastal marshlands

residents between voyages 
the classroom.

One of those teachers, Mrs. 
Cattie Marlin, described her 
terms at the school tn the

(Continued from Page. I)
the school in 1922, but went 
hack the next year to repeat 
u - ’> “because I

have anything else to

finally brought the structure 
down, collapsing the walls 
and leaving the tin-covered 
roof perched on top of the re­
mains.

And more recently the 
school vestiges were partially 
dismantled when a fellow who 
had bought an island near 
Ozello began to salvage build­
ing materials on what he 
thought was his property.

LOCAL RESIDENTS, 
alerted by the noise of the sal­
vage work, boated out to the 
school house to tell the worker 
that he had landed on the 
wrong island; Lois Klingen­
smith, president of Ozello Inc., 
the community’s civic organi­
zation, said. Now it looks like 
the school may get new life 
since trustees for the property 
have given Ozello Inc. mem­
bers permission to renovate 
and refurnish the structure.

The one-acre island (more- 
or-Iess an acre, the deed ac­
knowledges with due rever­
ence to the Gulf tides) belongs 
to the people of Ozello. 
Trustees Katharen Stevens, 
Mildred De Busk and John 
Brown gave the civic club 
permission to undertake the 
raising of funds for restora­
tion work.

So like its lost sisler- 
of-lhe-sea Atlantis, Hie school­
house on the "Isle of Knowl­
edge" is due to rise again.

cistern caught rainwater 
for use on the island, Brown 
said.

The 
ers,

said the one- 
school was con- 

structcd of pine from a near­
by mill, and placed on the 
centrally-located island to set­
tle a dispute between Ozello 
parents as to where the school 
should be built.

"Part of the time we had to 
cut wood," Brown recalls of

• • ’ followed the
___ tradition of BELLiiyw siuvu u.u 

’7.' e teacher instruct n could l0 warm the
------ -ade level while students den structure (made long- 
;,r the other seven grades to scat the ]arge class), 
studied at their seats. Brown said, and an 0H5an ,in

went home 
chiu"winds Slipped into 

sides of the unsealed 
building. Brown said, a - 
though a watch was kept for 
signs of approaching stoims.

The high-ceiling room was 
lighted by kerosene lanterns 
that were pulled down for 
lighting and then allowed o 
raise back up, Brown said, 
with students huddled over 
double-seated wooden desks 
with flip-up tops.

POT BELLIED stove did 
what it could lo^^rm^lhe 

the large class), 
said, and 

the schoolroom 
own 1---- --

the final grade 
didn't !—■

’ do.”
Brown

classroom

mill, and placed
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Subdividing
Under Way
At Ozello

Ko tn 
that's/

II. McClung, realtocf 
", contractor 
had In mind 

I opening 320

John Brown Day ■
Life long Ozello resident John Brown was honored at the Ozello 
Civic Club last Saturday afternoon. The town s residents turned out 
to participate In an afternoon of various activities Including Sames, 
contests and lots of homemade food prepared bY ’'j®®’’es'^ 
Pictured from left to right are Brown's arandchUdren, Phi lip 
Brown, Danny Brown, Kelly Brown, Sherri Brown and Kristi 
Brown. The contest and game prizes were donated by the Gannon s 
Beef Shop, Edd's Tackle Shop, Gator Sport Shop, Pirates Cove, 
Wendy's, Palms Hardware, McDonalds, Medic Pharmacy, A 
Romana Qwlk Trip store In Ozello, Palms Tavern, Red Line 
Shrimp Docks, Carolyn Rooks, Midstate Federal, Barnett Bank and 
Citizens Bank. (Photo by Karen Sandvlck)

A once - thriving commercial 
fishing and grove center — dec­
imated by freezes of tho 1890's 
— Is getting a new spurt of 
life.

It is the town of Ozello, not’ 
on the map until 1954. Ozello 

’ Is about 7 miles west of U.S. 19 
on 494, about threo miles south 
of Crystal River in Citrus Coun­
ty.

Today It's a place to 
get away from H all and 
what J.
and A. T. Carroll, 
and businessman, b 
when they started .......... 
acres there for houses.

It's still hunting and fishing 
country up there and the de- 

.vclopcrs, known as the Ozello 
Land Development Co., decided 
to open up an all waterfront 
section aiming at the "second 
house" buyer for weekends and 
vacations. The property is on 
the St. Martin's River and ca­
nals arc being dredged and land 

’ cleared to create the all water- 
front sites.

..-Planned are a total of 1.200 
jots. All residential lots are 100 
x 130 feet with 100 feet water 
frontage. Prices ■ range from 
$1,795 to $2,995.

A 20 - acre section has been 
. set aside for mobile homes. 

These lots are 50 x 130 feet.
Before the big freeze of 1895- 

96, tlie mainland and islands of 
Ozello were thickly populated. 
A post office was located on one 
island and the mail and sup­
plies were brought in by boat 
from Cedar Key. The school 
house was built on an island in 
1886 and children from tho 
mainland and (lie adjoining 
Islands attended school by row­
boat. The school Is still stand­
ing and a rchoolhoat still op­
erates, taking children from 
Island homes to school on the 
mainland.



building o n

B> Kay Itavta 
Staff Writer

the school board and drove 

were mere trails skirting 
the marshlandi.

He was also a barber and 
an electrician, operating an 
electric shop in Crystal 
River.

A professional fisher* 
man, he also owned a fish 
house in Ozello.

Brown's grandfather was 
first mailmen in

area ; 
new high- J 

( 
from Mr. Newton i -■■■■ !

Ozel
by Mae Witte

PIONEER DAYS 
The first Post Office 01d custom are the rocks 

was i„ . “
  _ c l(j located 

the St^'-Martins River (or between the Rhimes

OZELLO — One of 
Oxello'a residents will be 
77-ye*rs old June 1 and this 
tiny village located near 
Crystal River plans to make 
the day a memorable one.

John Brown, ‘who was 
bom in Ozello in 1906 is a 
legend in the town where 
his grandfather J.J. Brown 
had settled shortly after the 
Civil War.

The Ozello Civic Club has 
published an official procla­
mation declaring June 1 as 
"John Brown Day” and has 
planned a full round of 
activities beginning m 11 
a.m. at the Civic Club 
building.

"The day promises to be 
u memorable one,” said

was organized in Mannfield 
and was the oldest Mason 
in the slate at the time of 
his death.

His father James Newton 
Brown was a fisherman and 
a guide by profession and 
was later to become mayor 
of Crystal River.

J«. Hinta, ,» of th. Brown »u . m.mlm of 
dv ■ «<l wife the echool board and drove

v Community the aehool boat when made 
Baptist Church minister. ■— -

One of the events i
planned is an old fashioned 
style show when live i
models will show the turn* i
of-the-cenlury clothes ]
styles. Other activities will 
be horse shoe pitching 
contests and volley ball 
furn^k k* rn““.ic JxsJ’UT crown s granaiatner was 
furnished by a string band. one of the first mailmen in

Special recognition will the town, carrying the mail 
be given to former school by boat for nearly 35 years

Not ' .1 d Or • county rommi,.
Not island schoolhouse sinner when Citrus County 
and also anyone who was was nrtmni.oH m—«..ih 
born in Ozello more than 50 
years ago,” Hindman said, 

As a life-long resident, 
Brown was town constable 
for some 16 years in 
addition to pursuing other 
professions before his re­
tirement a few years ago.

was 
moved to a small 

an island 
called Beulahland Island 
(across from where the 
James Stephens property 
is now located on the St. 
Martins River). The 
property was owned by the 
Atlanta Fishing Club. Mr. 
John J. Brown was the 
caretaker for the club and 
he also brought the mail 
by boat to the Post Office. 
His step-daughter, Rosa 
Cambell was the Post­
mistress.
Facts from Horace and
John J3rc^ii_____.—;-z— _ area. jv^g"

lcii©ze00(3June 1st
' 1 Y S'

Chy deciares John Brown Day 
to celebrate 77th birthday.

that were piled to hold tl 
big salt kettles and ti 

were holes in the marshes, bi 
the kettles are all ruste 
away.
Facts from Henry DeBus 

Henry De Busk by Mae.Witte^M"' © 
PIONEER DAYS "

Mrs. . R ■ J,<.(Kitt}
Baker a registered’ ntirs 
owned and. operated th 
first and onlyhotel to fhi 
day in OzeilbSlt was bul. 
by Ray .Baker and Is no 
the present, home of M’ 
and Mrs. James Stephen; 
It is one of the oldef 
buildings still In use an 
is located .on Paradis 
Island on the St. Martin 
River.

 The people came t
train to IJOmosassa an 
then Mr. Baker took the i 
by boat to the hotel in th 
evening after his day' 
work, as he operated 
general store in Homo 
sassa, the old (Lonecke 
Store).

The hotel was noted a 
a health resprt, becaus 
there was -no malari 
fever in Ozello, and peo 
pie would, come fror. 
other areas to the hotel t 
stay and regain the! 
health from the fever-. I 
had 9 rooms, 5 of then 
being bedrooms plus a 
bathroom..

Florida had many ma­
laria carrying mosquito; 
b u t apparently Ozelk 
didn't as there was nevei 
a case of malaria fevei 
found there. Familie; 
would move to Ozello tc 
avoid-getting the fever or 
to have their’ hea 1th' re - 
stored. In fact back in the 
1880's, .John G. Pratt 
claims his'father was ad-

from Homosassa where 
he first settled, to Ozello 
to avoid ithe fever, so he 
moved and settled in that 

■ ■,)b.

Ozello
PIONEER DAYS

There are ruins where 
big salt kettles i-----
operated only a few miles 
away on 'the Salt River 
during the civil War, 
though these are almost 
concealed by dense wood­
land now.

Mr. J'
states his grandparents 
used tocometo Ozelloqnc 
make salt on Salt Island 
(located between Ozellc 
and Crystal River). Peo­
ple from all over Fla. 
would come and camp for 
two and three weeks at a 
time to make and acquire 
their supply of salt for a 
year or so. They dug 
holes in the marshes to 
get buckets of water to 
fill the pots and then 
boiled the water down 
until all that was left 
would be the salt. The 
water seemed to be so 
much saltier upSaitRiver 
than itwas anywhere else. 
All that remains of that

in a Trading Post 

ie Rhimes anil Ozello News| 
the Lambert property, ay Mae Witte J -) (• • i '/ 
The Trading Post was PIONEER DAYS

„„„ „UJUU 1L owned and operated by Mr. Bryant Moody was 
^uifforrijife 'ibad bed. Holes Bryant M°°dy. ;he owner of the Trading

were'.drilled out, they ,. Mr‘ Will Pratt was the Post where the Post 
i, were cut up and “rst Postmaster and Office was located and he 
i: hauldd^wfiy. Mr. Turner 1,ived in the larHe house served as the second 

-.'ri^ideJgpMiuse' of a large that M** Andy Katoski Postmaster.
© shell mdiihd that was io- “ow owns- The Post Office

■ ; cated-Apn'-The river bank. ©SM.££orn John J. Brown then • n . ’ „ 
i-' hauled and .

' spread.^n-the newly built 
r?,?d> ®aWng a good shell 

i.- i ?P^d Pile of muck

ate Road
^•..W?O^had Widened

-the' road to ' 
--4 'the St. Mar- . ttteas, 
^9^
jX^Riifner.'- %'•

PIONEER DAYS
Back' iii‘1930 Mr . New- 

-Ton Turner received the 
build a road 

from'h.the, first bridge to

. to, the, dock). He hired 
■ some..colored help to dig 

the blat^mud and build it

■ were’drilled out,



uuuuvi, etna uiir 
school in Crystal River.

two sons, Phillip, in Navy 
Training School, and Jimmy, in > 

ir* 1 L> I———.—------------- .— ------- (
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KOFMEHL BUYS 
BARCO SEAFOOD
CRYSTAL RIVER — Mr. 

Charles Kofmehl purchased the 
Barco Seafood Company in 
Crystal River on Highway 19 
last week. He began operating 
the business January 24, and 
will continue to carry all types 
of sea food, including Crystal 
River oysters.

Mr. andi Mrs. Kofmehl live ' 
in Magnolia Shores and have ' 
turn XT

JAMES BROWN
DIED FRIDAY
James Newton B!rown, 81, 

of Crystal River, died last Fri­
day at the Citrus Memorial 

■ Hospital. .
A native of • Marion County, 

Mr. Brown had held , several 
public offices in Citrus County 
during his 70 years residence 

* in Crystal River. He served 
as a deputy sheriff in Homo­
sassa in 1917; a county com­
missioner for one term in 1940, 
and was elected mayor of 
Crystal River in 1948 for one 
term. •

Survivors include his widow, 
Mrs. Sarah Agnes Brown, of 
Crystal River; two daughters, 
Mrs.. Edith Black of Summer­
field. and Mrs. James Steph­
ens; of Crystal River; three 
sons, Rev. J. T. Brown, of 
Tampa; John J. Brown and 
Horace Brown, of Crystal Riv­
er; one brother, Henry, Brown, 
of. Wachula;* 17 grandchildren 
and 24 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held 
Sunday afternoon at the grave­
side in Stage Stand Cemetery 
at Homosassa Springs. Rev. 
Elton McPheeters, pastor of 
Crystal River Church of God, 
officiated.

Porter Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements.
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boat from

Ozello News] 
by Mae Witte

PIONEER DAYS |
The first school Ozello ■ 

children attended, from 
the information I was able 
to collect was on South 
Island between Tiger Tail 
and Hell’s Gate in the 
Homosassa River. It was 
an Indian village at one 
time. The island was 
named "TigerTail’’after 
their chief.

Mr. John J. Brown Sr. 
taught school there. He 
rowed h i s
Ozello to the school, the 
children were alsotrans- 
ported by boat. — Facts 
from Mrs. Helen Brown.

Back before 1880 the 
first school house in 
Ozello, ‘‘Bayview 
School" was located on 
the north side of the St. 
Martin's River on the 
point, which was an Indian 
shell mound (now the 
Hallie Bennett property). 
The school was only a 
one room thatched hut of 
palmetto. Henry De Busk 
states his mother Eliza­
beth Waddington, her sis­
ter Agnes and her two 
brothers John and Joe 
attended that school with 
others. At one time there 
were 20 pupils. James J. 
Brown was the last 
teacher. The s c h o o 1 be­
came unreasonably 
stripped and torn, and a 
new place <>l learning was 
badly needed. Facts from 
Henry De Busk.
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Residents of Ozello came together 
Sunday to celebrate their 
contribution to Citrus County history. 
This year, the island school of 
“Ripley's Believe it or Not” fame and 
its students and teachers were the 
center of attention. Some of the meni' 
and women who attended the school 
on the “Island of Knowledge" 
described their experiences. 
Children were treated to an 
afternoon of old-fashioned games

• and members of the Ozello Islands 
Arts and Crafts Association 
displayed their talents. Above, at 
back from left: John Brown, Myrtle 
DeBusk Pheil, Angie Stanaland 
Lasco, Creola Priest Willis, Horace 
Brown, Anne Ashworth Speegle (a

• teacher), and Harry DeBusk. Front: 
Geneva Stephens Watson, the Rev. 
L.R. Watson, Cary Stanaland, Cattie 
Martin (a teacher) and Agnes 
DeBusk. At right: Guy Dow works on 
one of his creations at his “exotic 
stoneware” booth. Dow and his wife, 
Barbara, own a landscaping 

' business.
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Celebrating 
.history
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iff Revels, owner of Ozello Seafood holds
Tribune photograph by ANDY JONES 

said oyster hunters can still find a few pro­
ductive beds off Citrus County.

OZELLO — Cliff Revels longs for the days eight 
irs ago when he could leave his boat dock in 
ello about 9 a.m. and return by 1 p.m. with eight 
12 bushels of oysters, a good day's pay.
“Now, I’d be lucky to have two or three bushels," 
d Revels, owner of Ozello Seafood.
Oysterlng has disappeared as an economic op- 

n for the fishermen of Citrus County, say blolo- 
ts and fisheries enforcement officials, and 
lications are that other species also are being 
jrflshed off the county's coastline.
"I know who was oysterlng here years ago, and 
y quit and went into other fisheries. Mostly it’s 
s to the deterioration of the waters. Crystal River 
ce had three full-time oyster houses,” said Joe 
own, chief of the Florida Marine Patrol’s four 
forcement districts from St. Petersburg to the Ala- 
na state line.
Two years ago, Citrus County fishermen landed 
lost 44,000 pounds of oysters at county docks.

- - - - ....
J i..-------- , -----

I siers that are still in their shells. Revels

5 jsfcemg] a real ©Mil giame
or Cnttras County ffnslheirmen

Last year,' landings declined to about 16,000 pounds I 
and will continue to decline, experts say. Fishermen | 
made 606 oysterlng trips in 1986 compared with 342 I 
trips last year. I

"It used to be much more plentiful. We Just don’t I 
see that much activity in the Citrus County area," I 
said John Schneider, chief of the shellfish sanitation I 
division of the state Department of Natural Resourc- I 
es.

Schneider said fishermen who once used oyster­
lng to supplement Incomes have turned to stone I 
crab fishing, but a recent DNR study has shown that I 
the waters off Citrus County may be overfished for 
stone crab, too. Because oysterlng has never been | 
big business in Citrus County, Schneider said fisher­
men may be traveling to Cedar Key, where harvests 
have been more successful.

Revels said oyster hunters can still find a few 
productive beds off Citrus County. He complained 
that some less experienced fishermen are harvest­
ing oysters before they reach 3 Inches across ■

See OYSTER, P-

| VALERI OLIVER
I Ibune Staff Writer
I
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Two of the younger John J. Brown’s sons take to the road during high tide in Ozelio.

A family boat from the ‘island days’ of Ozelio
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Mullet Key
Mullet Key is a slice of land 

sitting peacefully on the Gulf of 
Mexico in Crystal River. For 2,000 
years, it was home to hundreds of 
Indians.
. Indians inhabited the site was 
•"habited from 500 B.C. until 1500 
A.D. It was used as a temporary 
living area for the Indians during 
certain months of the year.

The Indians liked to camp 
there because of the shellfish and 
plentiful food sources available to 
them.

The island is privately owned 
by Lowell Steigler of Miami Beach 
and is not open to the public

Mullet Key was placed on the 
register because of its archaeologi­
cal significance regarding settle­
ment patterns, the subsistence and 
envmonment of Indians. It is also 
the site of a very important coastal 
prehistoric shell midden.
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John J. Brown and his fishing boat, both longtime residents of Ozello
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the Marine Patrol olflco In 

Namo.au* whole enlorcemtnl arm extendi up end down the well co oil 
of Florida held a copy ol one of the tint Salt Water Flitting Regulatleni 
hmed by the itale. "Moil of the legal lenglhl and requirement. *1111 hold

- --------------,— true today," Brown told. Returning Io Cllrui County oner en abienca of
at the rata of H» per annum, yean, he brought a number of eld doevmenti pertaining to the area 

lulling low a month which wai" . doling bach Io the Civil War. Mail of the official papen and tetten 
?“e2^2rom,att*M‘" ta • 5,"c*r"!? h,‘ V«at-grandt»lher, and hit grandfather. (Photo by Norm*

n°W
overseas the.Florida Marine Patrol office ; V

By NORM SWETMAm . i^Menta.**. .’cUila year pad bare pct tn Joet ouch a and we had to donate to one el Urn •* .
Stall Writer________ F____________ ’. andally, Joe la Hajor J J. Brown, Jcrep aa ytrn uy you han a am ta (amlllejo- Tell Morgret It wait ’

It A lot of rtorieo ul bees wrtiten?. wbooe marine territory tn the GaL i”rn “d U la cotton, U yoo want McClalaeo boeie where the waler 1 ; 
■ about Joe Brown dur*| the !t yean: Cnarl Bureau eiltnda Irom lhe Monroelr*1*71 “a<“ »ery we!l wtthout her.” worta wax alao UU her John Cronle 
’ that be'a been a pardof the Marine? County line to lhe Alabama border. Ai> Si. cmllnoed deicrlblrg an tllneea tort hla bcroe lari toeaday wreth tI M.

Palrol In Florida. Joe Jew up In Cl true' Alotofolddoonnenlarurfaced wbee'Vh* wax getting over and cumpUlaiag A bod elani on hits It eeamx aa Uwa\ 
County he wort to ac3»l wllh Sheriff’ the Browni moved bock to the area. A-• becauae lhe weather wu cold and wu ta a bad ttreak down beam. I am?

ssU?.ssif     xs rttj- Mw «- jta.»_' ‘•‘■•J
Flral eailgnment Io Ibe Marine In o Florida Infantry Brigade during *»■ ’7’''L“I *®? ""T1 *» 1K0 Florida road map laroed*

Palrol wax Wert Palmfeeoch where be lhe QrU War when he wu U yearn J ‘ **£1lor ,nd h* Florida Slate Auto AnociaUod
wu told, "The prlmiy objective of old. Within a year JJ. wax dlidurged . “a good prorpecu with X? acreo ot abowa ■'Impaired Roodx and Fair tg
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eluding ohellftab." The peoleclton of IBM. Jolt before the war ended be ' »*M there wax a gocdeal ol line*." f
lhe ahellflib were Ihelreal rruoo the reenllitedwHhhlioldoointlnVIrglnla alcknexa ta my family thia xprtng." and Mata highway through lhe xtote wax 
Patrol wax formed under the Dept, of and promptly got captured and xpenl be went on to dexcribe II, "Faney baa U.S. I. other highway* were not num- i
Agriculture bark to 91>. Officer* of the remainder of the war In a Maryland aomelhlng come cm hla leg which laid bered US. 77 throug lhe middle of the \
the Patrol were grakted lull police prlaon camp. him up about three weeaa - but we all Hate bad not been bullt, neither had J
power* to enforce all Blate law*. An Inalghl to JJ.'aeareer and coodl- ta tolerable good health at peexenL" U.S. <1 along lhe well coaat and I
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b that there mi an eirller. school
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■ i.Dqy' this Saturday ■■
. Riv^to stiool.: ,h ;.

win^^^137’May 2’a lot of f01ks and Agnes ^usk, Swm <Z 
c will be driving down a winding road pioneer. Brown and his wife, the for- 
t'S«T,er t??teP.back in tone and visit . mer. Helen Hough of Crystal River

■ “ch°Hler “ Ozello, one of and of a pioneer family herself plan I i
• f S ‘’’^“““nunities.. to-attend the . -occasion. However,

I F wiffi„r ir0,5eer Day’” theeVeat Agnes I&Busk,: whose presence was

I S53SSSffi-S±i-,*“- I 
}• Centennial Committee ■ There'will be a
f^™a^r’ti“dUdingAlel Griffin- Phot°gF»PH newspaper clippings 
SS as memPrabilia in the Civic Center

‘“ssss' «•

. numbef'of'fainiiiA4ith * ^ffickets. available for purchase" I

OzeJIo . ■
Con11nuodjjom page 1c

"Do you remember the time we 
cime home from town in that awful 
storm?" someone asked the Brown 
"boys." They nodded.

"The water was so deep we drove 
off the bridge here. All we could see 
was the very top of our Model A 
roadster. We all waded home — 
neck-deep in that water! I don’t 
recall it ever being that bad before 

; or since." 
t Helen Brown had her own 

fascinating tale to relate.
"One of the most interesting sights 

I ever saw." Helen said, "was the 
time a man came out from Crystal 
River with an ox-drawn wagon. He 
mtf that rtv An • aw»rs ——A rt-.-A~A t.1_

across the river to some cedar knots 
and left-over limbs he wanted to haul 
back to Crystal River. Well. I wish 
you could have seen that animal. He

something to ray abort the famous year. Kno“ 1
island school, which Ripley wrote up Katie I"—  
in his column one tap,  
"The Isle of Knowledge."

The school was opened in 1880 and 
served the community until about 
1943. There was quite a commotion 
over where the school should be 
located. Families living south of-the 
river wanted the school located — puc? 
there; those on the other side of the haul your boat 
water disagreed. Some Solomon " " 
wisely chose to have the school built 
smack in the middle — on an Island 
bJrZrere bX iZZ.’er'J; F ‘n“h' rm 

"I lol K 03 old‘UnlOT ,reo1 to that lie family gatheSte,0?^' b,Ul 1 
•chool. but what some don’t recollect „y tlm Ue attd&^J,^ 

. ----------- ____ ^^,1 thought I'd like to come."

iStep back in time 
j;to Qzello's ‘Pioneer.1,.

* W ■ a I

with a palm-thatched roof. R *>■ 
known as Bay View and was built of 
cedar logs on a shell mound

Horace said that his grandfather 
John Brown had been the earlier I 
school’s last teacher and that he had 
also served as the first teacher of the I'/ 
famous Island school. "My father 1/ 
Jim, went to that school." he said.’ !/ 

Cattle P. Martin wrote a graphic | 
description of what It was like to be a / 
teacher at the Island school, which - ‘ 
appeared in a forerunner of the '' 
Chronicle for the 1976 Bicentennial 
Celebration. i

She said six to eight skiffs fas ' ‘ 
boats were then called) would row I 
up on the shell banks of the Island. / 

' put that ox on a ran and floated hta ^hiMrenMUoTourtuch oXrf I 

across the river tn ram. v„„t. bo.t,. Ewyont brouiht I

water as there was none on the little 
island.

Hie school was used oa Sundays 
for church !•••«•"— --■* - ■ 
school. Twice

Christmas ----- ‘
program at the end of the a^Zd 
year.

Ume/crtltagTt ^r^V^^c^ 

boat was passing the school bouse by 
the sound ot Its motor, myxUBed her 
 ta those days," someone added^ 
U yon wanted to get to Crystai 

River or old Homosassa to shop yon 
wt»l hy boat. There were brohart! 
oven - places where you had to

— •rrt, one at Salt Hirer and 
the other at Black Creek."

A woman stopped and introduced 
herself. "No," she said. "I’m nS 
from this area. To tell the truth I’m



?_s. sla-

I f0laxad community of Ozello. Two wooden bridges will soon be replaced.

Ozello

A rustic post of signs lists local residents’ 
names.

CttruifUrMndo Thnaa — BOB MORELAND

Among the scenic offerings of sleepy Ozello is 
this wildly-shrined wnathnr-wnrr. imn

®*pi
•ItsM

Rudy Baxter and Mrs. Elaine Young, both from $ 

Wildwood, eat freshly caught oysters beside a

7>

McRae, son of Mr. and Mrs. ■ J- r

from Page 1

When the crabs shed the herd shell, sometimes nine 
inches across the lop, every 26 ds>m, they roach the peak 
of s trscUveness to the shellfish yourmeL With the hard 
she I on. the crabs would only be worth about five or sis 
cents a pound, says Thomas who moved here from Mary. 
,h ,h lhe ■'"'“Kf business. But when
iheVh'oSe C'‘b wil' f'Uh 51 “ch
crab^rom OS ,?E.AF00,D 23-30 dozen of lhe

'“h “ ■»'
Ozello is beginning to change some.

Crete and steel spans.
era dotl'"S lhe landscape as bulldoz.
era scrap aside the palm forests

Clinnee is inevitable and for those already here it’s 
mnnitnrpd with mivewt .. J ”
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From the Sketchbook

the school house. For two days they 
could only be reached by boat or

row over and back every day.” 
“Not so fast,” said the north side

j Norm Swefman

little wrote a fitting closing to tho 
island school saga, “The little 72-year 

' ’ lars on its 
lonely island, a silent reminder of the 
courage and determination of the peo-

and they needed every hand. Not until /children despite many difficulties."

_____ J
river residents. "We gonna vote to 
build it on our side of the river and y'all 
can row over there."

was running swift a skiff was kept 
nearby to retrieve it.

There was a cistern on the island to 
collect water, but buzzards flew in and 
roosted on it so it was destroyed and-- ted with a quick apology.

Well sir, the argument see-sawed 
back and forth, first it was north and 
then it was south, and then it got some 
of the fisher folk mighty mad. It might 
have come around to some had blood 
except somebody suggested if it was 
going to unsettle the whole community 
why not compromise and build it on an 
island in the middle of the St. Martins?

That's what they did — they cut down 
Please see sketchbook, back page

by Mae Witte 1 ' /

PIONEER DAYS
April 28, 1938 the Post 

Office was reopened by 
Mrs. Gertrude Edge 
Brown. Previous to this 
it had been discontinued 
for 18 or 2O.y'ears, It was 
on Horace and Gertrude 
.13 r own ’s property, ’ loc a t - 
ed approximately west of

■ Henry De Busks and east 
of.. James Stephens on rhe ; 
old Billy Wells property. 
The Browns had it in one 

■■room of their house and 
'-everyone traveled literu 

by boat to get their mail.
Mr. Frank Boswell 

transported the mail by 
car from Crystal River 
and then hauled it.,-^y. boat 
to the Post Office. In 194! 
the” Post Office was dis­
continued agarii and to this 
date has not been re­
opened, Ozello residents 
then had to pick up their 
■niqilt at the Homosassa 
•Post- Office. Later the 
paailj.was delivered from 

. j Hqmdsassa to ruraljpoxes 

.' ini (font of the Stiver prop­
erty on S.R.H494, then 
Crystal River took over 
the delivery of the mail at 
the same rural box loca­
tions.

Finally in April of ’66 
Gene Alien delivered the 
mail to rural boxes in 
Ozello. Some residents 
still have P.O. boxes.
Facts from Gertrude 
Brown. ----- ■

There was a north and south war in 
Citrus County not too many years after 
the Civil War. In 1880 hard-working 
fisher folk living out near Ozello faced 
up to the fact they needed a school 
house. A school in those days meant a 
one-room building rath eight rows of 
desks for each ejdhe . etahtgrades. 
A The peopje oh<t2?-:sbu{h.'^C of St. 
iMarttas build
L over here and Hie v^cblhlren can
- - ’• - — 7. ,».■ -

Continued from page one £ 
palm trees ior the walls"a'n8 made a 
thatched roof to cover it. Older stu- Ripley featured it in his "Believe it 
dents rowed the younger bnes/ov.er Not," cH"™" «"<’ •«*«»» boa 
every morning and back every night! It- / calling it. the, "Believe it Or Not 
wasn't a long way to row except when''"School.”
flie tides were running in the opposite Q,tUe Martin left the area for awhile 

,.n„ „n,t .b»„ y0U really- hf^tq ' j,, faU o[ (o
o?' the/ we©'- take up her teaching duties again. It so 
...". 1.' lianpened school was to open on Labor

Mctacumbe Key churn its way 
-_U„"northward up the Gulf. Spin-off winds 

howled a full day and night bringing in 
... a ' ■h'".’ extraordinary high tides.

Hattie was ready for Wednesday 
however, and so were most of the kids. 
No need to pull their boats up on the 
island banks, the land was all under 
water so they tied up to the second or 
third steps of the school.

Dismayed, but keeping up a cheerful

the kids had.fo bring thelr.nwn bottled 
water from home. a , 

For the first 50 years or so school old schoolhouse stood for ya 
was held only in the summer months. ■->—j - -11—1----->—
Fishing, crabbing, and oystering was a < .....
family affair during the fall and winter, pie to provide an education for their

the 1930’s did the school become full 
time and that was about the same time

dents rowed the younger ones.-ov,erNot," column,, and everyone began 
___________ ,_____ J U-j. <1 tho “Rolinvo it nr Not

long way to row except when "/School.

direction nnd then 
bond the oars

Like the unwritten law . „ s
-.bt it messing around with miothdr

•a.mther Ind's boat. If you djdljtl'wiis® 
qui' k way to get ycurco’f

a Hack eve. or a knoPop rtlSjfY,' 
hr 1 . . -.■«£*

Mi a. Cattie P. Martin taught there in 
’i. ate SB's and early 40's and she 
i . ..arte. she had between 15 and 18 stu- 
<ler"-: ranging in ages from five to 16- 
y.’ars old, "They could all swim like 
ducks.” she wrote and she couldn't 
swim a stroke.

Hain or shine, school started at eight 
o'clock with six or eight skiffs pulled front for the youngsters, Mattie wrote,
up on the shell banks of the island. “The only sanitary facilities were the
Each grade was given a reading or old outdoor privies some distance from 
writing assignment while Cattie taught 
ot heard one class at a time. Older ones
helped the younger ones when they wading. I’ll leave the rest to your 
completed their assignments.. < imagination."

At the noon hour everyone went out-' One day in the 40’3 or 50's, sometime 
side with their lunch bags, the older ’ after the students were-being-bused to 
boys hurrying so they could get in a school in Crystal River, a man ap- 
game of baseball. In this case the ball peared on the Island and began 
was cut from sponge rubber and the bat • wrecking thq.building. He had made 
was whittled out of a board slat. . pretty good'progress before the local I

The ball diamond had been scrappd ■. people caught up with him and asked | 
level in the sand near..the school. Hit a angrily what he thought he was doing, 
long ball to the outfield pind it wound up., fle explained he had bought the island 
in the rivey. If the-tide’was slack an and he had no use for the old school, 
outfielder could swim after it and if it . Well, they hadn’t heard anything 

about anybody buying one of their corn- . 
munlty landmarks and they began an 
inquiry. Turned out the fellow was on 
the wrong island and he hastily depar-
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Folks at the end of the road that 
winds above the saw grass have their 
raucous times, but on the whole, 
they’re a quiet bunch, a community of 
people who like being ...

By KAREN DUKESS 
\Stnl' W rrj»r

Ozello native John Brown and his.wife^Noltyt,

m ©0d O^©0Q©

War, Ozello established itself as a nshmg 
community of a few families living on 
islands.-No one is sure how the community 

saw>-' got its name, but Helen Brown, who came 
" ’ to Ozello from Crystal River as a bi ide in

1932, offers this version:
"I can only tell you what was t Id to 

me," say< Mrs. Brown. "Mr. Bra:- was 
the postmaster. He asked every: e to 
submit a name. He sent the names the 
Postmaster General and he picked < t.’ejlSC^ 
But Mrs Marram Inta rr,r.

OZELLO — Wander into 
the Palms Tavern in Ozello at 
sunset and hear a tale of woe.

Cradling a bottle of beer, 
one of the regulars will tell you 
the only thing to do at night in 
Ozello is to watch the mullet 
jump.

Another will tell you he's 
only In town because of a fiat 
tire that stranded him there 13 
years ago.

But raise an eyebrow, and 
you'll probably hear the truth.

"We try to tell everybody 
we don't like it so nobody else'il 
come in." says Jim Young.

The people who live in Ozel- • 
Io — about 600 if you go bv a I 
count of the water meters — 
share an unmislakeable and 
protective attachment to the small 
munity at Citrus County's westernmost 
edge. At the end of a nine-miie road th,at 
curves and twists above a sea of c— 
grass. Ozello is an outpost of tranquility 
surrounded by water and soothed bv 'a 
steady Gulf breeze ‘

L.le most iv; Florida s small communi- 
‘.!Cn, Ozello watchful eye on the 
growth that : treatens to overtake and 
change ns peaceful lifestyle. But unlike 
the towns that fight in vam to thwart
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A LIFETIME OF FISHING

Citrus9 coast attracted the best

i 7..

W.

By ESTHER DUNCAN
Correspondent

©
Page 80, Citrus County (FL) Chronicle, Wednesday July 1, 1987

g
I * s it

HORACE BROWN, in his mid 70's, was born in 
Ozello and has been a fisherman all his life. He 
stands in front of crab traps, some tools of his trade, 
in Crystal River where he keeps his boat.

or almost seventy years Ozello native Horace 
Brown has been fishing for a living in the Gulf and 
nearby waters.

“I used to go out fishing with my brother, J.T., recalled 
Brown as he sat in his living room in Crystal River with 
his wife, Ann Gertrude. “We were just a couple of small 
boys and we’d take the old boat out and get a pretty good 
load of fish.”

In those days there were no motors to propel fishing 
boats. Human muscles provided the power. There were 
two sets of oars, one in the bow and the other in the mid­
dle.

“We’d take our fish into T.L. Rogers or MacRae’s in 
old Homosassa," Brown said. “Hugh Barco and Yeomans 
were operators of fish houses too. Fisherman depended 
on them for supplies — everything from nets to bait.”

Brown saw the day of the inboard motor come into 
general use. "They were not fast, but they were lasting,” 
he said. "Later there was the outboard motor — I guess 
we began using it in the 40’s.”

He remembers the days of big catches. “It wasn’t un­
usual to get a 3,000 pound catch. Now I feel lucky to get a 
300 pound one.”

Brown still goes fishing as often as five days a week. 
And when he’s not fishing his wife says he’s doing 
something else, such as making dog runs or gardening. At 
75, he has the healthy, sturdy appearance of a man much 
younger.

Duncan MacRae has been operating a supply and bait 
business in Old Homosassa for years. It is located on 
Homosassa River property that has been in the MacRae 
family since his father, the late James Alexander 
MacRae, and his wife Mary, settled there in 1914.

MacRae, like Brown, appears to be much younger than 
his some sixty years. With the thoroughness and dispatch 
those who know him expect, he reviewed a list of com­
mercial fisherman in the Homosassa area prior to 1900.

He reeled off the names: Ed Bibert, Marvin Baker, 
Fernie Lashley, George and Ben Shriver, Jack, John 
Ethan and Earl Head, Louis and Hance Carter, Ed and 
Charles Strickland, Henry and George Loennecker, Sam 
and Charlie, Thomas, Jessie, John and Spencer Lyles, 
and Ben and George Shiver.

Fishing was a way of life for residents in the early 
1900’s who lived on the islands of the Gulf or the nearby 
rivers of this area.

“We had a safe at our general store," MacRae said, 
referring to his parents store in Old Homosassa. “Quite a 
number of people would ask my father to keep their im­
portant papers. Some never came back, and we still have 
a few of those old documents.”

He unrolled a yellowed scroll of the heavy paper com­
monly used years ago. It was a land grant from President 
Benjamin Harrison, dated July of 1891 to the Lyles: "In 
accordance with the Act of 1862 to secure a homestead of 
150 acres at Homosassa.” It was signed by W.C. Zimmer- , 
man, clerk of Citrus County, when recorded in 1892. |

MacRae said two other homesteaders of that era, Dave 
Bishop and Joe Trotter, sold out to the McReynolds Fish 
Company, which was purchased in 1910 by T.L. Rogers.

"The catch in those days consisted of mullet, trout, 
sheepshead, channel bass, blue fish, oysters, sponges and 
also black bass and brim, then legal,” said MacRae."

“Customers came with horse and wagon to buy from 
the fish houses,” MacRae said. “In the early 20’s, C.W. 
Croft operated a fish company. And my father 
established the J.A. MacRae Fish Co., in 1924. In 1928 
Charlie Ravn opened a fish house.”

Please see Fishing, page 81___
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Continued from page 80

Duncan pointed out that fisherman had to have a 
supplier as well as someone to handle their fish.

“When they were loaded with a big catch they 
needed a place to unload and store their catch. Of 
course the price fluctuated according to the market,” 
he said.

Since preservation was a serious problem then, 
much of the fish was salted and packed whole in 
barrels then shipped by the Atlantic Coast Line, which 
ran to Homosassa from Dunnellon once a day. Brown 
said the locals called it the “Mullet Special."

A box car would sit on the track for loading, then 
take off the following morning. The Browns disagreed 
on whether there was always a turn-around at the end 
of the spur or not. Brown thought that — at least at one 
time — the train merely backed in.

“It was Hugh Barco who introduced ice to Citrus 
County,” MacRae said. “A great deal of it was utilized 

, in the fish industry. Fish would be packed in it and 
•'.then re-iced in Jacksonville.”

- Then when the trucks appeared on the scene in the 
£inid-20’s or maybe a little later, fish began to be 
^ trucked here and there, mainly up to Georgia markets 
rfor distribution.
E- Duncan spoke of a fisherman who became a local 
Klegend. \
ft- "One of our greatest fishermen was George Shiver 
r/ Trtio lived on one of the islands, called Shiver Bay. He 
hbad a keen sense of hearing and he could hear the fish, 
; such as a school of mullet, coming. He’d get in his boat 
■ and go out with his net and locate the school im- 

l'f mediately.”
p According to MacRae, Prohibition had quite an ef- 
rfect on commercial fishing.
K “Like all coastal communities, rum-running was 
licommon in this area. Prohibition changed the method 
I- of shipping rum and indirectly helped the economy 
There, that is, for fisherman. A lot more fish was in de-'
Z/'z •

mand. The rum was put in boxcars with the beverages 
to one side, then the two hundred pound barrels of fish 
were used as a cover. Not many agents wanted to 
move all those barrels around.”

MacRae estimated that 75 percent of the economy of 
Western Citrus County was gained from the fishing in­
dustry. Brown agreed with this estimate, saying it was 
still a major industry for many.

It wasn't until the 1950’s that a new method of 
catching shrimp and stone crabs was introduced to 
meet the rising market.

“Up until this time not many went after shrimp and 
stone crabs,” explained MacRae. “I copied an East 
Coast method of getting shrimp for bait and it 
worked.”

Horace Brown pointed out that a major change in 
the fishing industry took place with the development 
of rollers on nets.

“Until then nets tore easily on the rocks. After that 
our net’s ‘rolled’ over rocks.”

He added that nets used to wear out quickly. Now of 
nylon, the nets are long-lasting. Year's ago they had to 
be dyed for camouflage; now nets are practically in­
visible to fish.

“Fish are very intelligent.” he said. “If you make a 
single mark on the ocean floor they'll swim up to it I 
and refuse to go farther. They’ll turn aside.”

Brown spoke of the diminishing number of fish in the 
area. "If you want to see what’s happening just take a 
boat out on the river and watch the hundreds of boats 
speeding back and forth all day long. It’s no place for 
fish any longer."

His wife added, “How well I remember fishing on 
the river when I was a girl. The water was so clear it 
looked like water in a glass."

She said that she thought some people misun­
derstood the water hyacinth. It used to be much 
thicker. Now the big 25-pound Jacks come up and the 
smaller fish have no place to hide.”

Both men spoke of the comraderie that used to exist 
between commercial fisherman.

“In early days,” Brown observed, "fishermen needed 
each other — let’s say it was easier to circle a school of 
fish with help. Improved equipment has lessened the need 
for cooperation. I remember when a fisherman would 
volunteer to take another’s catch in with his."

MacRae spoke of the current issue — whether the so 
called diminishing supply of fish is the fault of commer­
cial or sports fishermen.

“The two groups needed to establish better com­
munication,” he said. That’s a first priority.”

He pointed out that the Department of Natural 
Resources took over the control of snook some years ago. 
But, despite the time devoted to research, little is known 
about the habits of the fish.

"Politics has to be removed from the Department of • 
Natural Resources,” Duncan said.

He too, believes the basic problem is fairly simple: 
there are as many fish as ever, but many more fishermen 
competing for them.

"Besides, fishing, there are many other water-related 
activities that are important to our economy here,” Dun­
can pointed out. “All of them benefit one of our most im­
portant industries, tourism.”

Whether one fish or a dozen is the catch, both men 
agreed that tourists enjoy the world of water in western 
Citrus County.

—------------------------------------------------------ --------------------------

A lifetime of fishing
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zello native^ John Brown and h's^vife^fel^n, X 

?ove; live in The house Brown built on John •'" 
rown Drive. Waters around Ozello are fertile 
shing grounds for folks like Matthew Bombly, 19, 
ho came from Floral City to cast his net.

fishing 
J on 

islands.-No one is sure how the cornmunib

outpost of tranquility " to Ozello from Crystal River as a bride in 
1932, offers this version:

"I can only tell you what was told to 
me,” says Mrs. Brown. “Mr. Pratt was 
the postmaster. He asked everyone to 
submit a name. He sent the names to they. 
Postmaster General and he picked O^ellf^T' 
But Mrs. Macrae told me that Mr,.-i%fi 
Jaldj^rpthat^giiao.i.ras the only name I 

:nt in.”
Ozello doesn’t call much attention to 

itself. In 1940, the community's firstvanc 
last, blessing of fame came along when 
Ripley’s Believe It or Not featured the 
Ozello school, a one-room schoolhouse in 
the middle of a small island.

From 1888 until the school closed in 
1943, students and teachers commuted t< ' 
school by boat. Known to the locals as I 
Schoolhouse Island, Ripley's dubbed the >.! 
island “The Isle of Knowledge." ’t;

Yesterday, at this year’s Pioneer-Day: * . 
the community's annual celebration of 
Ozello's heritage, the students and 
teachers of the old schoolhouse were hon­
ored. The Citrus County Historical Soci­
ety plans to rebuild the schoolhouse, bat­
tered away years ago by storms.

Zeke Wells, who grew up in Ozelk., 
remembers rowing his eight brothers and 
sisters to the school every morning, an 
arduous task that sometimes took more 
than a half-hour when the current was 
against him. •

“That's the reason I ain’t no good 
now," says Wells, a ruddy-faced and 
healthy 66. “It wore me out."

Please see OZELLO Paoe ■

War, Ozello established itself as a f ' 
community of a few families living

curves and twists above ? sea of saws?- got its name, but Helen Brown, who 
grass. Ozello is an < \ • ""
surrounded by water and s’oothed by a 
steady Gulf breeze.

Like most of Florida's small communi­
ties, Ozello keeps a watchful eye on the 
growth that threatens to overtake and

• change its peaceful lifestyle. But unlike 
the towns that fight in vain .to thwart 
progress, Ozello has a chance q^^teppiag- 
time.

The great hope for Ozello lies with the 
state’s Conservation and Recreational 

Lands (CARL) program, 
which buys environmentally 
sensitive lands to protect 
them.

"We're hoping they'll buy 
this area before it gets overde­
veloped," says Wanda Wells, a 
real estate agent who's lived 
in Ozello since 1971.

Most of the marshland en­
circling Ozello is either owned 
by the state or slated for pur­
chase in the future. Residents 
follow the CARL program 
closely, looking for the state to 
seal the buffer around Ozello 
and protect- the community’s 
future by preserving a way of 
life reminiscent of the past.

"It’s so special because it's 
unspoiled," said Thelma Hen­
derson, secretary of the Ozello 
Civic Association. "We’re 
probably one of the last of the 
unspoiled coastal areas."

Settled soon after the Civil

years ago.
But raise an eyebrow, and 

you'll probably hear the truth.
"We try to tell everybody 

we don't like it so. nobody else'll 
come in." says Jim Young.

The people who live in Ozel­
lo — about 600 if you go by a 
count of the water meters — 
share an unmistakeable and 
protective attachment to the small com­
munity at Citrus County's westernmost 
edge. At the end of a nine-miie road that
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■' •’ ••"^■■' •■>■ residents and people ■
' fro^nearby®ned6dti; i

'.^fo;.' ^foi-fo'sfo) -v?s?.- s( for the Ozello Civic -. .. said the.grqbP:d6c ;.
:fo ® Club’s Pioneer Day/:- '

t ;;~— ■ =S~gSB
••- i ;SatfiWaifie-<Oie(l^lvib tiiib’sW-^ pte5sd<Ho;'Be'

K^SSSfiS" feasted on hofnMrobkeS.cassei-qles. Sna . youfig.-;■ 'took part In horseshoe cbntestd, bagfaceS . ■ .' "This rj^EF’. here--.^^jflptnWg!>biK?V 
and other games. History was the topic of orange groves,’’ .he -sddMMIcatrng^the !; 
the day as neighbors and friends remem- Civic Club'd liead4tlaiiet3^.dnd. &CSeiio , 
bered Ozello as It was In years' past. Trail beyond, i -:Civic club historian Jane Hlndriiah' Teah PafacK;OTof^®^n^^.;,-t 
said she came up with the Idea for Pio- • dent who sat nearfajrfolishlngbff,tffe:i^t,.ri^ 
neer My after she began researching
community’s past. She said the town was ': a good way to keep people In roucnAltn-lt-i “Xg-.syx? sgfo t I post office now, had a post office In the reco^ltfcfiJfpL'^die^e^i

l 1880s, before Crystal River did,’’.she said, . ^azlng.at’fis.l^ugliBtgligttelpplng^Uqste.g:?, 
proudly. "Ozelld is rich in history.' We just ■-‘Kfost'iM.itfese peo01ei.vfere' f>'<® ■fah<t fo,
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