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the benefit of the teaching and influ-

Program.
 

GRADE
continued front Page 1C

11: . 7 6, W

_

Ellen
Bollman

influence over our school experiences.
Parents hoped their children would 

be in their classes. And the children 
often prayed that they would not

and Miss Fannie were teachers “of the

through the eighth grade in the spring of with her. She resented frivolous expla- 
]Q71 tuhon xtra rannivarl tl-in nnuit- flint ntafinnc nnrl rlacrucorl fho “rtour mnfVi” in’ 

the Puckett sisters were retiring. That 
meant that none of us would have Miss 
Fannie for Algebra the following year.

tation — even if that reason might be to 
provide some fun.

My former students have her to thank 
 ;  ' „ ... ' yexer-

know this*because I realize just how cises and many of the other activities 
old school" even when I was in elemen- much I gained from her sisters, 
taiy school. Firm discipline, challenging I
requirements and high expectations pline. She challenged me at every

This would be an appropriate time to take the 
opportunity to personally thank the teachers who have 
made a difference in our own lives or are doing an 
exceptional job with our children. Educators do not 
have an easy job and their efforts often go unacknowl­
edged.

I would like my former teachers to know that they 
are truly appreciated. They are remembered. They all 
had a tremendous part in making me who l am. They 
made a difference.

■

• ■■

TT CRIED OVER my coffee and news- 
•, paper on the morning of April 15.

JL Not because it was tax day, although 
that certainly can bring many of us to 
tears, but because I had read the obitu­
aries.

My sixth-grade 
teacher. Mrs. 
Lois P. Allen, 
had died. Mrs. 
Allen, known to 
many of her for­
mer students as 
Miss Lois, was 
one of the. 
Puckett sisters.

I realize that 
designation may 
mean very little 
to people who 
did not grow up 
in Citrus County, but for those of us who 
attended school on the east side of our 
county, the Puckett sisters had great

in Citrus County’s schools. Special events are taking 
place at many of the schools to honor the teachers and 
support people who play such important roles in the 
education and development of our children.

of tire Pucketts. the things that mean the most to us are ing this after her death. That is not a
Many people received the full impact the things we 1

of the Puckett influence, having Miss to achieve.
Louise in fifth grade, Miss Lois in sixth Miss Lois did all that and much more.
and Miss Fannie for Algebra in high She inspired man;
school I was not so fortunate. I only had used when I taught sixth grade myself.

ence of two of the sisters. of her twin. She had a quick wit and
I can remember the relief that spread enjoyed students who could keep up

1971, when we received the news that nations and despised the “new math” in'
our texts.

Although extremely practical, Miss Chronicle’s Newspapers in Education 
Lois attempted new ideas when she Program.

| ______________________________ __

Teacher’s influence lives after recent death
In hindsight, I realize that I did not could see a reason for their implemen- 

benefit from that Math is still my weak- tation — evemif that reason might be to 
est academic area. I would have per- 

r._„ ,----------- formed much better with the disciplined
Miss Lois, her twin sister, Miss Louise, approach preferred by Miss Fannie. I for autobiography projects, poetiy

I o_l.„7 they enjoyed in my classes. I did not cre-
Miss Louise taught me self-disci- ate them, they came from Miss Lois.

21 :V I realize that many people may be
were what could be expected from any opportunity. She helped me learn that thinking that it is a shame that I am writ-

have worked the hardest worry. I can proudly share that Miss 
Lois was very aware of her influence.

Not only have I written about her 
ly of the activities I impact on my life in previous columns, I 

~told her and I thanked her on many 
Miss Lois was a softer, gentler version occasions. I do not have any regrets 

where that is concerned.
This week is Staff Appreciation Week 

Please see Page SC 

Ellen Bollman is coordinator for the



Their memories swirl them backElizabeth Hagerty, 98, left, along with her sister Lois Baker, 93, share

Please see ME?.? UKJ/Page 5A

MATTHEW BECICChronicle 

Elizabeth Hagerty, 98, left, along with her sister Lois Baker, 93, share a 
laugh Thursday afternoon with their sister Tamsy Maynard while reminisc­
ing.about times past.

Three sisters, all firmly and 
brightly in their 90s, visited a few 
days ago in the spacious hilltop 
home of Mae. Lewis, with acres of 
sloping fenced pastureland sepa­
rating them from the homestead 
farmhouse where they grew up 
almost a century before.

They were laughing as they 
swapped and shared their memo­
ries and stories, family history 
intertwined with county history.

They recalled tales of teams of 
mules used to log virgin pine

Nlnety-six-year-oid Tamsy Maynard 
listens to one of her sisters tell a 
story about thelf family. The sisters 
have deep roots in Citrus County.

forests to make houses, of harvest- Crystal River after heavy rains, and 
ing cane to cook into syrup and of stolen moments of luxury drinking 
their daddy grinding grits, driving Cokes at Winn’s Drug store in 
Hudson automobiles when driver’s Crystal River.
licenses weren’t required, young 
men filling in the ruts along the 
road between Inverness and

Great memories from Aunt Maggie and Uncle Lees girls
Steve Arthur 

Chronicle



ofthat Lois, being the youngest

Elizabeth Hagerty 
recalling her youth in Citrus County.

got anything that time.”
Their recollections of stories 

told are tantalizing.
They remember hearing tollroad almost sure to slice 

tales of Native Americans liv- their world in half, they abide 
ing near the small settlements with their memories, and the 
that spotted the county in the grateful knowledge that Citrus 
early days, and arrowheads County was a very sweet place 
were commonly turned up to grow up in, and live out their 
under the plow. lives.

Monday, February 11, 2002

W@ were poor, but we didn’t taww 
it. We always had plenty of food. Our 

mother would can vegetables through the 
summer. We always had food.

“We always had plenty of They cany a faint recollec- 
food. Our mother would can tion of a relative who delivered 
vegetables through the sum- the mail by horse and recall 
mer. We always had food.” hearing their parents talk of

Elizabeth and Tamsy agree how county seatwas moved 
that Lois, being the youngest from Manfield, south cf 
sister, was her father’s pet Lois Lecanto, to Inverness.
readily agreed. They speak of the great flu

“I remember I had a .22 rifle epidemic that came through in 
and my father took me hunting, the teens of the past century, 
but with me chattering avVay killing off many of their neigh- 
most of the day, I don’t think we bors.

With the county now gather­
ing speed on the downward 
slope of development, with a
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Your great, great grandfather, JOHN EARL ALLEN (born
1805 & died in Crystal River on September 13,March 4,

1888) and your great grandfather, EARLY AUGUSTUS ALLEN
(born September 26, 1830, & died July 14, 1872 in Crystal
River).

They came from Alabama about 1854 in a covered
wagon.

Early A. had lost his young wife, probably in child
birth, for he brought a small daughter, named Lucy Ann
with them. [There is an error here if my memory is

I think I have evidence that Early Allen'scorrect.
wife, Jeannette Gillis, was alive when the Alien's
reached Marion County. I'll my census notes and
correct.]

she grew up here and married HENRYOf course,
[BASCOM] KING, that's how we were related to the KINGS.

UNCLE HENRY'S brother JOHN E. KING (the surveyor).
AUNT LOU was my mother's sister.
The men homesteaded 40 acres each.
JOHN EARLY — woodlands on the Citronelle Road,

(which COUSIN VADA owned when she wrote this history of
the Allen family. I wonder if that property is the
property which her son, CALVIN YOEMANS, deeded for a
park(?) in honor of his dad.)

EARLY AUGUSTUS homesteaded 40 acres in Crystal
River, (where uptown is now). [This probably was the

ALLEN FAMILY HISTORY WRITTEN BY VADA YEOMANS FOR FRANK 
ALLEN

AUNT LOU MORRISON'S daughter, "Sibbie," married



Ruth Mitchell ChristAllen Family Hist. 2

papers on the land search.
I must check

with Johnny on that.]
JOHN EARL ALLEN and EARLY AUGUSTUS ALLEN were

farmers and cattle raisers — the first settlers in
Crystal River.

Time passed, EARLY A. met and fell in love with and
married MARY (PINKIE) MORRISON.

ALICE, FLORIDA, andThey had three daughters:
BANNA.

and BANNA married STANFORD SCRUGGS.BARCO,
EARLY and PINK MORRISON also had five sons: JOHN,

and LEE.CHARLIE, WALTER,WILLIAM,
In those days mosquitos were terrible in and around

CRYSTAL RIVER, causing many many people to have malaria
fever, which did not kill, but would so often go into
hemorrhagic fever which was often fatal.

Since both men were out of doors most of the time,
they both kept having malaria fever.

JOHN EARL lived through it, but EARLY AUGUSTUS
developed hemorrhagic fever and died a young man — he
was only 42 years old when he died.

Both men are buried in the old cemetery in Crystal
River.

When Grandma [PINK ALLEN] was left a widow with five
little boys to raise, she and her father-in-law sold

L

HAYWOOD'S property was located.
On those papers Papa, JOHN

location next to the Crystal River Cemetery where ELLEN 
Johnny Grannan has the

EDWIN KING, was listed as a commissioner.

ALICE married a DR. ARMSTRONG, FLORIDA married NICK
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Ruth Mitchell ChristAllen Family Hist. 3

few cows and moved to
Lecanto to get away from the mosquitos.

As they each grew upAll five boys were farmers.
each in sight of Grandma's house,each homesteaded land,

(which was the two story house Uncle Walter lived in
after he built her a small house.

UNCLE WALTER looked after her as long as she lived;
although her father-in-law helped her for the 16 years he
lived after Grandpa died.
woman up around Ocala).

Grandma lived to see many grandchildren. All of her
children had big families. My dad her son WILLIAM ALLEN
had the largest family.

children.
Grandma saw many grandchildren.
I [VADA ALLEN YOEMANS] remember Grandma so well, and

thought DACIE ALLEN TURNER was more like her than were
[Cousinher than any of her other grand children were.

"I remember her so well, and thought DACIEVADA wrote:
ALLEN TURNER was more like her than anyone else."]

a History ofIn HAMPTON DUNN'S book Back Home:

Citrus County, Florida there is much about your ancestors
the Davises, Kings, Allens, Morrisons and Barnes.

EARLY A. ALLENEARLY A. ALLEN'S CIVIL WAR RECORD:

outfit.

everything they had except a

(Grandpa had also married a

was a Private in CAPTAIN HOPE'S (Co. C. 9 Florida)

He and my mother, ELLEN DAVIS ALLEN, had 14
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Allen Family Hist. 4 Ruth Mitchell Christ

General Hospital, Howard's Grove, Richmond, Virginia.

and no later record of him [his Civil War record] him has 
been found.

No rolls subsequent to October 31, 1864 are on file,

EARLY ALLEN enlisted June 21, 1862 at Bayport, 
Florida, and was furloughed September 20, 1864 from
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settlement activity evidentlyThe next wave of
occurred in the late 1850s.

In the

This source also states that the first build-to this source.
and that a

Easly Allen acquired title from the state of Florida
to forty acres of land in T 18 S, R 17 E, SW^ of NElj of Sec­
tion 21 along the road to Tampa. John Allen obtained in 1862
public land across the river in the SE^ of Section 20. An­
other Allen - William E. - in 1863 acquired state lands in

post office at Crystal River in
indicates that the neighborhood contained enough settlers to

Perhaps Ferguson's

Records for Hernando County,
County from 1844 to 1850, 

Citrus County came into

7^

created in 1843 and known as Benton 
burned in a courthouse fire in 1877.

In the intervening years, central Florida 
for cattle ranching and also

being in 1887.
proved to be an excellent area
attracted persons desiring to cultivate sugar cane.
absence of roads and railroads, the rivers of the area served

The pace of

ing erected after 1861 was Person's
fish bouse also Stood in the area (Dunn 1976:58) .

warrant a central, accessible postal drop.
A secondary source (Dunn 1976:58)store served as that station.

declares that in 1861, only two houses, those of John E. Allen 
and Easly (variously Easley and Early) stood in Crystal River;

♦
James Miller lived about a mile down the river, according

-15-

as transportation and communication routes. 
settlement increased as reflected by the establishment of a 

857 (Bradbury 1962) . This

"storehouse"



west half of the northeast quarter of Section 18.
received title to Lot 4in the early 1860s,James Miller,

in the northwest quarter of Section 20. (See Florida DNR,
Other persons288-94.Land Title Section, Tract Book Vol. 14:

purchased from the state available land primarily adjacent
to those tracts acquired by private individuals in earlier

(These persons may have purchased portions of thedecades.
latter tracts from private owners; in the absence of deed
records prior to 1878, this essay focuses on the initial
acquisition of public land by private owners.)

In 1873, postal serv^de to the region began again
(Bradbury 1962), a sign of renewed interest in central Florida.

at least one of whom (James Miller)In the 1870s, nine persons,
already lived in the vicinity, acquired land in the project

from the state (Florida DNR, Land Title Section, Tractarea
It is possible that at least some of

them timbered their holdings, for activity in this industry
increased during that decade. One of those persons, Austin

at a later time served as a officer of a railroad whichMann,
came into the Crystal River area in 1888 (Florida DNR, Land
Title Section, Tract Book Vol. 14:288-94; Pettengill 1952:86).

In 1881, a traveller recorded that a small settle­
ment lay at the head of the Crystal River with James Miller
as its principal storekeeper (Dunn 1976:77). This

(Robinson 1882:132) shipped moderate

-16-

K

"small
but flourishing hamlet"
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John Earl AllenName:

Birth Date:

Birth Place:

Go to website

YHas Bio?:
A Report a problem

URL:

CancelSave v

Want to get involved? Click 
here!

Description
This database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Find A Grave. Correctionsand 
additions to memorials can be submitted on the Find A Grave site. When viewing a record in this 
database, you can navigate to the corresponding memorial on Find A Grave by clicking "Go to website"

4 Mar 1805

Georgia, United States of America

http s://www.fi n d a gra ve.co m/m e 

m...

Children: Mary Ann Martin
Early Augustus Allen

Permelia H Watson
Adaline Susan Thomas Hall

Source Information
Ancestny.com. U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2012.

Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave, http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi.

Death Date: 13 Sep 1888

Death Place: Crystal River, Citrus County, 
Florida, United States of America

Saved to: Allen, John Ead in tree "Croft, Johns, VanNess, Peterson, 

Willis, Allen, Family Tree"

Cemetery: Crystal River Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Crystal River, Citrus County, 
Place: Florjda) United States of America

file://s://www.fi
Ancestny.com
Ancestry.com
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi


Early Augustus AllenName:

Birth Date: 26 Sep 1830

14 Jul 1872Death Date:

YHas Bio?:

John Earl AllenFather:

Go to website

URL:

A Reporta problem

Cancel

Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave. http://vALW.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi.

Save v

Want to get involved? Click 
here!

Description
This database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Find A Grave. Corrections and 
additions to memorials can be submitted on the Find A Grave site. When viewing a record in this 
database, you can navigate to the corresponding memorial on Find A Grave by clicking "Go to website" 
or clicking on the Find A Grave URL. Once viewing the memorial on Find A Grave, corrections can be

https://www.findagrave.com/me
m...

Children: Lucy Anne King

Charles E. Allen
William Augustus Allen 
Pinkney Lee Allen 
Walter Eason Allen

Source Information
Ancestry.com. U.S., FindAGrave Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations, Inc., 2012.

Early Augustus Allen
in the U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Curren

Cemetery: Crystal River Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Crystal River, Citrus County,
Place: Florida, United States of America

http://vALW.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi
https://www.findagrave.com/me
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com


1850 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com1/25/2021

Name: John E Allen

MaleGender:

j(> , £t,A?u3 18
17

1235"15

13

2

© 2021, Ancestry.com

1/1

Name

John E Allen

Mary Ann Allen

William Allen 

Loduskie Allen 

Fadri Ann Allen

Age 

45

l*tPs^/search’ancestry.com/collections/8054/records/19395617/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rtiSource=60525

John E Allen
in the 1850 United States Federal Census

Description

Source Citation
Yean 1BS0-, Census Place: District!, Marion, Florida-. Roll:SS; Page: 133b

Source Information

Federal Census [database onjinej. Provo, UT, USA: Ancesuy.com Operations, Inc, 2009. Images reproduced by Familysearch

Age: 45

Birth Year: abtl805

Birthplace: Georgia

Home in 1850: District 3, Marion, Florida, USA

Occupation: Farmer

Industry: Agriculture

Line Number: 2

Dwelling Number: 239

Family Number: 239

Household Members:

Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
ancestry.com/collections/8054/records/19395617/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%253aOtherRecord&rtiSource=60525
Ancesuy.com


1870 United States Federal Census-Ancestry.com1/25/2021

38

32
17
15

cc.

©2021, Ancestry.com

ittps://search.ancestry.com/collections/7163/records/356602/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=60525
1/1

Name
Charles Peter 

Early Allen 

Mary Allen 

Lucy A Allen 

Florida Allen 

John Allen 

William Allen 

Charles Allen 

Walter Allen 

Banner Allen

Eliza Colmon

Age
22

Banner Allen
in the 1870 United States Federal Census

18 — FcPvrtVt

Source Citation
Yean 1870; Census Place: Hernando, Florida; Roll: MS93_130; Page: 109A; Family History Library Film:S«628

Source Information
Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-llnel. Provo, UT, USArAncestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by Familysearch.

Original data:

• 1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593,1,761 rolls. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration n d
• Minnesota census schedules tor 1870. NARA microfilm publication T132,13 rolls. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. ’

Description
This database Is an Index to Individuals enumerated in the 1870 United States Federal Census, the Ninth Census of the United States Census takers recorded 
many details Including each person's name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace, occupation, and more. No relationships were shown between members of 
a household. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual Images of the 1870 Federal Census Learn more

13
9 b . AW". I I

3

Name: BannerAllen

Birthplace: Florida

Dwelling Number: 556

Home in 1870: Hernando, Florida

Race: White

Gender: Female

Post Office: Brooksville

Household Members:

Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
ittps://search.ancestry.com/collections/7163/records/356602/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%253aOtherRecord&rhSource=60525
Ancestry.com
USArAncestry.com


SOURCE:

C. E. ALLEN, Tax Collector.

Crystal River News 
August 18, 1905

honors. Certain it is that he has made 
for himself many true and tried 
friends who-will stand by him in his 
future ambitions.

MR. CHAS. E. ALLEN.
Mr. Chas. E. Allen, our genial tax 

collector of Citrus county, was born 
at Crystal River in 18(53; but his pa­
rents’moved to Lecanto, the present 
home of Mr. Allen, in 1864, a year

Ilis rather died Immediately after 
the civil war. so Mr. Allen received 
but a common school education whilst 
growing up under the adverse rircum- 

J stances of the reconstruction days
After coming of age. he settled 

.down to farming, at which ho made a 
• decided success.

On the 10th of May. IPO-1, he was 
j elected to the office of tax collector 
of Citrus county, which arduous and 
exacting position he has. thus far. 

(filled to the entire satisfaction of the 
voters of rhe county.

Mr. Allen, though until lately not 
much kilown in public life, seems 
marked for a brilliant future career. 
Modest ami unassuming, he had to 
be sought out by the public; now that 
he has .been found, and his abilities 
have been tested, he will, no doubt, be 
booked for further and higher public



TMrsday, July 19th, 194aInverness, Florida,

of

Funeral Services Are 
Yesterday Afternoon 

Lecanto

promi- 
Lecanto,

CITRUS C01 
NEWSPAPEI

Held
In

C. E. ALIEN DIES 
IN TAMPA HOSPITAL

Located In Ge 
Of Florida A 

East-VV

Charles Early Allen, Sr., 
nent pioneer resident of 
died at 12:50 A. M. Monday, July 16, 
at the Municipal Hospital in Tampa 

) after an illness of several months. 
He was 82 years old.

Funeral services were held at the 
Lecanto Church of Christ yesterday 
afternoon with John Peden of 
Dade City officiating. Interment was 
in the Lecanto cemetery with Rouse 
Funeral Home directing arrange­
ments. The large number of friends 
attending the service attested to the 
high esteem in which he was held.

Mr. Allen was Tax Collector of 
| this county for 16 years. He served 
as president of the Crystal River 
Bank and the Citizen’s Bank of In­
verness and . operated . stores for 
several phosphate companies in the 
county. He owned and operated one 
of the largest farms in Lecanto and 
always took an active part in all 
civic work in Citrus county. He was 
a member of the Church of Christ.

He is survived by his wifeMrs. Ida 
Allen; three sons, Elwood F., and 
W. C. Allen of Lecanto, and Charles 
E. Allen, Jr., of Brooksville; two 
daughters, Mrs. Alva Quinn of 
Washington, D. C., and Mrs. J. H. 
Barnes of Lecanto; one brother, P. 
L. Allen of Lecanto, and a host 
relatives—grand-children and great 
grand-children.

Pallbearers were: H. E. Maynard, | 
Willie Wilder, Dr. Morrison Allen, 
Dennis Allen, G. 0. Barnes, Nick 
King.



1900 United States Federal Census-Ancestry.com
1/25/2021

ancestry

Name: Ellen M Allen

Birth Date:

Sheet Number: 11

Number of Dwelling in Order of Visitation: 208

Race:

Gender: Female

Relation to Head of House: Wife

MarriedMarital status:

William A AllenSpouse's Name:

YesCan Read:

YesCan Write:

Name

37

Dow J Allen 17

16

14
Von V Allen 12
Alvin E Allen 8

Jesse M Allen 6

Vada M Allen 4
Nina Allen 5/12

https.//search.ancestry.com/collections/7602/records/33986132/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=60525
1/2

Father's Birthplace: South Carolina, USA

Mother's Birthplace: South Carolina, USA

Mother: Number of Living Children: 8

Mother: How Many Children: 10

Birthplace: Florida, USA

Home in 1900: Lecanto, Citrus, Florida

Mary E Allen

Bertha E Allen

Source Citation
Yean 1100; Census Place: Lecanto, Citrus, Florida; Page: 11; Enumeration District: 0026; FHL microfilm: 1240166

Age

39

Family Number: 217

White

Source Information
Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623,1854 rolls.

Ellen M Allen
in the 1900 United States Federal Census

Can Speak English: Yes

Household Members:

William A Allen

Ellen M Allen

Age: 37

Jan 1863

Description
This database is an Index to Individuals enumerated In the 1900 United States Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details Including each person's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday,

I’?*'3

Marriage Year: 1881

Years Married: 19

Ancestry.com
ttps.//search.ancestry.com/collections/7602/records/33986132/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%253aOtherRecord&rhSource=60525
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com


Suggested R<
Name:

S Jan 1909Death Date:

NHas Bio?:

Spouse: William Augustus AllenGo to website

A Reporta problem

Cancel

Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave. http:,7ww,w.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi. Make a Conn

leirth Date: >28 Jan 18i

Save v

Ellen M Allen

1

Want to get involved? Click 
here!

Burial or Cremation
Place:

D 1900 United S

William A Alle

Pl U.S., Social St 
Claims Index, 
Mary Davis

P| 1900 United S 

Ellen M Allen

Description
This database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Find A Grave. Corrections and 
additions to memorials can be submitted on the Find A Grave site. When viewing a record in this 
database, you can navigate to the corresponding memorial on Find A Grave by clicking "Go to website" 
or clicking on the Find A Grave URL. Once viewing the memorial on Find A Grave, corrections can be

Pl 1880 United S

E. M. Davis

D 1870 United S 

Ellen Davis

Pl Florida, U.S.,!

Ellen Allen

*1

Find others who

Allen in Public M

Cemetery: Magnolia Cemetery

Lecanto, Citrus County, Florida, 

United States of America

Children: Ella Mary Barnes 
Dow Jacob Allen 
VonnieV Allen 

Nina Meeks 
Dennis L Allen

Source Information
Ancestry.com. U.S., Find A Grove Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line], Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations, Inc., 2012.

URL: https: //www. fl n d a gra ve.co m/m e 

m...

E’ I

Ellen M Allen
in the U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current

Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com


U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current - Ancestry.com1/25/2021

Name: Ellen M Allen

Birth Date: 28 Jan 1863

5 Jan 1909Death Date:

URL: https://www.findagrave.com/mem...

© 2021, Ancestry.com

https://search.ancestry.com/collections/60525/records/52603671/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%3aOtherRecord&rhSource=7602 1/1

Source Information
Ancestry.com. U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012.

Original data: Find A Grave. Find A Grave, http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi.

Description
This database contains an index to cemetery and burial details posted on Find A Grave. Corrections and additions to memorials can be submitted on the Find A 
Grave site. When viewing a record in this database, you can navigate to the corresponding memorial on Find A Grave by clicking "Go to website" or clicking on the 
Find A Grave URL Once viewing the memorial on Find A Grave, corrections can be submitted by clicking the 'edit' tab. Learn more...

Has Bio?:

Spouse: William Augustus Allen

Children: Ella Mary Barnes 
Dow Jacob Allen 
VonnieV Allen 
Nina Meeks 
Dennis L Allen

Ellen M Allen
in the U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current

Cemetery: Magnolia Cemetery
Buriat or Cremation Place: Lecanto, Citrus County, Florida, United States of America

N

Ancestry.com
https://www.findagrave.com/mem
Ancestry.com
https://search.ancestry.com/collections/60525/records/52603671/printer-friendly?o_vc=Record%253aOtherRecord&rhSource=7602
Ancestry.com
Ancestry.com
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi
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Have you seen this?

1 of 4 5/14/2010 5:10 Ph/

Subject: Have you seen this?
From: "Thompson, Kathy T" <kthompson@clerk.citrus.fl.us>
Date: Fri, 14 May 2010 09:28:29 -0400
To: "John Grannan" <csociety@tampabay.rr.com>

CIVIL WAR WIDOW'S PENSION APP. - MARY M. (MORRISON) ALLEN, WIDOW OF EARLY A. 
ALLEN, CITRUS CO., FL File contributed for use in the USGenWeb Archives by: Janet Steadham, 
(steaddanjan@earthlink.net) 
M,***************************************************************************************** 3* 

USGENWEB ARCHIVES NOTICE: These electronic pages may NOT be reproduced in any format for profit or 
publication by any other organization or persons. Persons or organizations desiring to use this material, must 
obtain the written consent of the contributor, or the legal representative of the submitter, and contact the listed 
USGenWeb archivist with proof of this consent. The submitter has given permission to the USGenWeb Archives 
to store the file permanently for free access. Copyright. All rights reserved. 
http://www.usgwarchives.org/copyright.htm 
******************************************************************************************!( 
CONTRIBUTOR'S NOTE: I have no relationship to anyone mentioned in the below file. 
+*****************************************************************************************51 

Application No. A00974 Widow's Application for Pension State of Florida,} Citrus County,} On this 5th day of 
November 1903 personally appeared before me a Notary Public in and for said county and State, Mrs. Mary M. 
Allen aged 67 years, who being duly sworn according to law, makes the following declaration in order to obtain 
the pension provided by Act of the Legislature, approved June 6, 1903, for indigent widows of deceased 
Confederate soldiers and sailors: That she is the lawful widow of Early A. Allen who enlisted day of  
1862 in Captain Sam Hopes Company, 9th Fla. Regiment of the State of Florida and who was on the day of 
October, 1864, at Richmond in the State of Virginia honorably discharged from said service, and died on the 
14th day of July 1872 at his home in Hernando County. I do not know the date of enlistment but was in the year 
of 1862 and he served continuously until October of 1864. That she was legally married to said solider prior to 
the first day of January, 1885, at Ocala, Marion Co. in the State of Florida; that she has been a bona fide resident 
of the State of Florida continuously, since the first day of January, A. D. 1890; that she does not own property, 
real and personal, to the value of $800 in this or any other State, and is not otherwise enabled or in a position to 
earn a livelihood, and has no income from any source sufficient for a livelihood; and that she has not purposely 
disposed of any property for the purpose of availing herself of the provisions of this act. Mary M. Allen P. O. 
Address: Lecanto Sworn and subscribed before me this 5 day of November 1903. Charles E. Allen Notary Public 
We do solemnly swear that we personally knew the said deceased Early A. Allen, that we served with him in the 
Army o the 9th Florida Regiment from the State of Florida, and know of our own knowledge that he never 
deserted the service of his State, or of the Confederate States. R. T. Willis P. O. Address: Crystal River O. E. 
Edwards P. O. Address: Crystal River, Fla. Sworn and subscribed before me this 25th day ofNovember 1903. 
Charles E. Allen Notary Public We do solemnly swear that we personally knew Early A. Allen and are satisfied 
that he performed the service set forth on foregoing page; that he was a true and faithful soldier in Confederate 
service and that he never deserted the same. Henry B. King Citizen of Citrus County James W. Johns Citizen of 
Citrus County Sworn and subscribed before me this 5th day of December 1903 Charles E. Allen Notary Public 
We do solemnly swear that we personally know the above applicant Mrs. Mary M. Allen that she was the lawful 
wife of Early A. Allen now deceased, that she has never remarried since his death, that she is a person of 
"respectability and good reputation," that she does not own property the value of $800 in this or any other State, 
and that she is not possessed of a sufficient income from any source, and has constantly resided in Florida since 
January 1st, 1890. Henry B. King C. Horne Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of December, 1903. 
Charles E. Allen Notary Public I certify that the above affidavits are genuine; that all of the affiants are persons 
of respectability and good reputation, and that their statements are worthy of belief; that the attesting officers are 
duly authorized to attest said affidavits, and that their signatures thereto are genuine. Walter F. Warnock Clerk of 
Circuit Court We, the undersigned County Commissioners of Citrus county, Florida, do hereby certify that we 
have carefully investigated the above application for pension made by Mrs. Mary M. Allen and are satisfied that 
the facts and conditions therein stated and alleged are true and correct and that she is legally and justly entitled

mailto:kthompson@clerk.citrus.fl.us
mailto:csociety@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:steaddanjan@earthlink.net
http://www.usgwarchives.org/copyright.htm
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Comptroller, State of Florida, Tallahassee The records show that Early A. Allen, private, Company C, 9th 
Florida Infantry, Confederate States Army, enlisted June 21, 1862. On the company muster roll for September 
and October, 1864, last on file, he is reported absent sick in hospital at Richmond. No later record of him has 
been found. F. C. Ainsworth The Adjutant General 
****************************************************************************************** ’ 

December 8, 1909 Mrs. Mary Allen, Lecanto, Fla. Dear Madam: Your pension claim under the Act of 1909 has 
been considered by the Board of Pensions and was not allowed for the reasons stated below. Yours very truly, 
Jefferson Bell, Secretary to the Board of Pensions In re pension claim # 17890 I am directed to ask you to state 
the cause of your husband's discharge. Refer by the above number in your reply.
Jlc***************************************************************************************** 11 

Lecanto, Fla. Dec. 20 1909 Mr. Jefferson Bell Tallahassee Sir: In regards to pension Claim No. 17890 will say 
my husband was furlowed [sic] on sick leave had got better and had left for his command at time, surrender. 
Yours truly, Mary M. Allen 
******************************************************************************************5< 

Lecanto, Fla. Dec 20 1909 Mr. A. C. Croom Tallahassee, Fla. My Dear Sir: I wish you would look after Pension 
Claim No. 17890 for my mother as she is having some trouble about her claim. Please see after if for me and 
oblige. Yours truly, Walter E. Allen 
+*****************************************************************************************51 
Pension file - A December 23, 1909 Mr. Walter H. Allen, Lecanto, Fla. Dear Sir: In reply to your letter with 
regard to your mother's pension claim 17890 I beg to say that this claim was held for further consideration and 
Mrs. Allen was asked to furnish a statement of the cause of her husband's discharge. This statement has just been 
received and her claim will be submitted at the next meeting of the Board of Pensions. With the compliments of 
the season, Yours very truly, Comptroller 
******************************************************************************************^  
Former Claim No. 3158 Application No. 17890 Pensioner No. 4972 Claim For Pension By Mary M. Allen Of 
Lecanto Postoffice Citrus County Widow Of Early A. Allen Filed In Pension Department Oct 7 1909 Approved 
Nov 2 1909 With pay from July 1st 1909 At the rate of $120.00 per annum. This pensioner was increased to 
$150 per year on July 1st, 1913 a/c husband enlisted in Florida. ******************************************************************************************  ̂
State of Florida Comptroller's Office Tallahassee March 5, 1958 Mrs. Helen S. Ford The Crystal River Woman's 
Club Crystal River, Fla. Dear Mrs. Ford, I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 11th, 
requesting information concerning the following soldiers who served during the War Between the States.
William A. Turkette, Citrus County, Fla., received a pension from the State of Florida under certificate No. 
5520. He stated in his claim for pension that he was bom on October 14, 1846, in Richland County, S. C. also 
shown as Fairfield County, S. C.; that he enlisted in March of 1862, at Fredericksburg, Va, in Company I, 14th 
Alabama Volunteers, Wilcox Brigade, and served until paroled in the State of New York, in December of 1864, 
because he was sick. Elisa K. Carter received a pension from the State of Florida under Certificate No. 11628A. 
He stated in his application for pension that he enlisted in 1861, in Captain Dasher's Co. in Charlton County, 
Ga., Company G, 26th Georgia Regiment and served until wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness, in the State 
of Virginia, June 27, 1864. Warren S. Paul received a pension from Florida under Certificate No. 8625. He 
stated in his application that he enlisted at Bear Landing, Florida, September 1st, 1862, in Hodges Company, 
Florida Reserves, and served until the Spring of 1863, when the Company disbanded. Early A. Allen, Company 
C, 9th Florida Infantry, C.S.A. Pvt. enlisted June 21, 1862, and served until Oct. 1864. Mrs. Mary M. Allen, 
widow of Early A. Allen, received a pension from the State of Florida under Certificate No. 974. Mr. Allen's age 
was not shown on the application. Nickabud Barco of Crystal River was bom on May 6, 1847, in Columbia Co. 
Fla.; enlisted in the Summer of 1864, at Crystal River, Fla., and served in Captain Samuel Agnew's Company 
until the close of the war. He died on May 11,1918. Richard T. Willis of Citrus County received a Confederate 
pension under Certificate No. 903 (12862-A), based on services rendered by him from about April 15, 1862, in 
Captain John Parsons' Co. also in Samuel Agnew's Company. Date of discharge not shown. Born in 1832, Feb. 
22.1 did not find records for the following, but a further search will be made in this office within the next few 
days and I will write you when the search is finished. Newt Sparkman, Sim Edwards, Tom Willis, Ed King, E. 
A. Espey, G. J. Estey, Grandpa "Black", "Old" Capt. Paul, father of Warren Paul, Mr. Downey? [sic], Jesse 
Smith, Early Allen II, Mr. Jones, father of Carl Jones, A. Mr. Caffey. With best wishes, I am, Yours very truly,
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to the pension provided by the act, approved June 6th, 1903. R. A. Lowry, Chairman J. Y. Barnes W. B. 
Edwards A. P. Sharp J. L. Van Ness County Commissioners By the County Commissioners, Attest: Walter F. 
Warnock Clerk Circuit Court ******************************************************************************************  ̂
Claim For Pension By Mrs. Mary M. Allen Of Lecanto Widow of Early A. Allen Of Sam Hopes Company 9th 
Florida Regiment Filed In Executive Department Jany. 28 1904 Approved April 4 1904 C. H. Dickinson 
Secretary of Board Pay from Jany. 28 1904 At rate of $96.00 per annum. 
Slc*****************************************************************************************^

Widow's Pension Claim Under The Act Of 1909 (FORM A) State of Florida,} County of Citrus} On this  
day of A. D. One Thousand Nine Hundred and , personally appeared before me, a in and for the 
County and State aforesaid Mrs. Mary M. Allen a resident of Lecanto County of Citrus State of Florida, who 
being duly sworn according to law, makes the following declaration in order to obtain a pension under the 
provisions of Chapter 5885, Laws of Florida, approved June 7, 1909. That she is the widow of Early A. Allen 
who was enlisted under the name of Early A. Allen, on the day of , 1862, in Company Sam Hopes Co. 
C 9th Fla. Regiment of the State of and who was honorably discharged at Richmond Oct, 1864, on account 
of . That she was lawfully married to the said Early A. Allen under the name of Mary M. Morrison in the 
County of Marion, State of Florida on the 24 day of January, 1854, and that she was not divorced from him and 
that she has not remarried since his death, which occurred on the 14 day of July, 1872, in the County of 
Hernando State of Fla. That she is a resident of Citrus County, Florida, and has continuously resided in the State 
of Florida since the 27th day of April 1836. That she doe snot own property, including real estate, personal 
property, mortgages or other collateral securities, stocks or bonds in this or any other State to exceed in value the 
sum of Five Thousand Dollars. That the following is a true and correct statement of all property owned by me in 
this or any other State: Real estate, located at: don't own any real estate Personal property  

$ 50.00 Cattle, horses and other live stock $240.00 Total  
$290.00 That she has heretofore been granted a pension from the State of Florida under the 

Certificate No. 3158. That she is not a pensioner of any other State. That her Postoffice address is Lecanto 
County of Citrus, State of Florida. Mary M. Allen (Claimants must sign Christian name.) Attest: (1) John E. 
King (2) C. E. Allen Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th day of October A. D. 1909; and I hereby certify 
that the above declaration, etc., were fully made known and explained to the applicant before swearing; and that 
I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim. Ethyl Olmsted Notary Public (FORM B) 
State of Florida,} County of Citrus} We, the undersigned citizens of Citrus County, State of Florida, do hereby 
certify that we personally know Mary M. Allen, who is an applicant for a pension under the Laws of Florida, and 
that from our own personal knowledge, and from the best information available, we believe that the applicant 
does not own property to exceed in value the sum of $5,000, and that from the statements made by her relative to 
the value of her property are true and correct. John E. King C. E. Allen Sworn and subscribed before me this 4th 
day of October 1909. Ethyl Olmsted Notary Public 
**+***************************************************************************************«
Report of County Commissioners We, the undersigned, County Commissioners in and for the County of Citrus, 
Florida, do hereby report that at a meeting of the Board of County Commissioners held this day, the foregoing 
application of Mary M. Allen for a pension under the Laws of Florida, was investigated by us; that we are 
satisfied that the applicant does not own property to exceed the value of $5,000, and that the representations 
made in the petition and affidavits are true and that a pension should be granted to the applicant. Witness our 
hands this 4th day of October, A. D. 1909. (1) J. Y. Barnes, Chairman (2) Jas. Rawls (3) David Turner (4) Floyd 
J. Rooks (5) J. D. Stephens County Commissioners By the County Commissioners. Attest: Walter F. Warnock 
Clerk Circuit Court 
*******************************************************************************************
State Board of Pensions No. 17890 Governor Comptroller Treasurer Department of Pensions, State of Florida, 
Tallahassee Nov 1 1909 Hon. F. C. Ainsworth, The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C. Dear Sir: Early A. 
Allen who is an applicant for a pension under the laws of Florida, claims to have been a member of Company E 
9th Fla. Regiment Infantry, Confederate States Army. Please furnish me with the record of this soldier. Yours 
very truly, A. C. Crooms Comptroller 
******************************************************************************************4

War Department, The Adjutant General's Office Washington Nov. 6, 1909 Respectfully returned to the

f Have you seen this?
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This is the Census oP 1950 Prom Pike Countv Ala. 
Elbert Allen and Matilda Willis (mv G-G-Grandoarents) 
brought their Pamilv and moved to Florida. It is told that 
thev brought their slaves with them.

We have no real record oP that move but do know that the 
son oP Zacheus/Zachriah. the oldest or James and Matilda had 
a son born in Crystal River in i960.
Allen (my Grandfather).

At this time this is all that I 
Matilda. There are a lot op Allen’s 
are related to us and they also moved there Prom Ala.

-M,.- 'UxxXIam ‘aliL^n

> ^JSNILLA ALLEN



SOLDIER’S PENSION CLAIM
UNDER THE ACT OF 1909.

(FORM A.)

STATE OF.

in and for the county and State aforesaid,

., in the State of. That he

is a bona fide citizen of the county of.

the State of Florida continuously since the.

That he is tl

day of.

1SG.^_, in Company .tTT

on account of.  
(Hj 'state fully any other military eon-ice performed by the applicant)

'5
ire, imprisonment, exchange or parole.)

Thar 1 was 

surrender of the Confederate Armies.
(Here au

who, being duly sworn 

of age, having been born on the. .vJ Z. .day of^x/k\V^-r ,

(Here give date and place of caj

.. .day of.

te identical person who enlisted at....

<tate of Florida. That he has resided in 
^7. .-rr.Trrr.is/. A

. ,t under the name of

 Z.Z^.r..........

in the service of the... 
(Here state A-hctbcr the service claipetkwas in the ConfcdeMjfc Stales Army or in the service of a Slate.)

Jin the State of
.■outlie.............ZS..dny of... ......................, 1SG<Z"^

, Regiment rr.... .of the State of.

 
 

W I served faithfully until HONORABLY DISCHARGED from the service of 

zT the year iSGc/., and did not desert the service of the 

 nor take the oath of allegiance to the United States until after the

and w^jo wa^HONORABLY DISCHARGED at.

xx... •&,......

County of. . I
On this.AcZ'.. .day of. . y... rr..  A. D. One Thousand Nine Hundred and 

personally appeared before me, a ATf''*/ *..ix.,. . S/z:z
according to law, declares that he is^Z.t/.. .years

lSv^.V in the county of. ^.7 ..-. 
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Remove

Zacheus AllenName:

MaleGender:

13Age:

abt 1832Birth Year:

Birthplace: Alabama

Pike, Alabama, USAHome in 1850:

0 View blank form StudentOccupation:

Add or update information industry: School Response (Students, Etc.)

YAttended School:A Reporta problem

Line Number: 5

Dwelling Number: 1170

Family Number: 1170

Household Members: Name Age

Jas E Allen 42

Matilda Allen 37

Zacheus Allen 18

Jessee Allen 16

Leanora Allen 14

Jeremiah Allen 12

Susan Allen 10

John Allen 7

William Allen 5

Emilia Allen 4

George J Allen 2

Allen Hutte 22

View

b.«4t

ft

Saved to: Allen, Zacheus Elbert in tree ’’Croft, Johns, VanNess, 
Peterson, Willis, Allen, Family Tree”

in uie viistevi reueidi vciidUd



Menu's,
ZAeiFARTAH / ZACH1EUS ALLEN

brother andmboVth families traveled by wagon and brought their slaves along with 
them. (James Elbert Allen and John Allen)

Zaeheus/Zachariah went into Capt. Miller’s Coast Guard Unit rnearRiyer 
where they were defending the coast from the Union . One of Abraham L'ncoln 
SZ .. th. .< <h. bcwcen th. states was « sen.
norts Bv June 1st 1862 he was at Fort Brook and in Nov. of 1862 he had been sent 
to Tampa. He was back in Bay Port by March of 1863 and Crystal 
In Sept of 1863 he was transferred to Camp Femgan Unit. Mar. o ‘
Camp Hopkin and in April he reached the trenches at Petersburg, Va X
because of his early work in the coast guard or perhaps because of his s atus as a 
father, he earned a parole. He was in Florida when his brothers were killed. The 
notes from the Company G. log read as follows:

“Fought the battle of Gaines Farm at Cold Harbor June 3 in which several| ofthe 
company were killed and wounded. From there to Frazer farm; from there to New 
Market\Virginia). From there to the trenches around Petersburg. Fought at 
Reason’s Station, June 30 at the great explosion of Grant’s mines was expose 
to a terrific bombardment for 2 hours. Charged the enemy on the Weldon,Rai Rd 
Aug 21st. Returned to the trenches. He was honorably discharged on the 26th of 
April 1865 in Hernando County, at crystal River by reason of the surrender of the 
Confederate armies.

River to live with his widowed mother.

Zacheus lost two brothers in the War, Jesse Wesley, a pvt. in the 9th Fla Battalion 
Inf. He was wounded and sent to the Howard Grove Hospital in Richmond where he 
dies 3 Dec 1864. William Hillard, A pvt. in the 3rd Fla. Int. Co. A. was wounded in 
battle at Taskey Ridge, Va. on May 2, 1864. He died in the Hospital in Petersburg, 
10 June 1864. Another brother died shortly after the war and they continbuted his 
death to the hardships he suffered during the war.

Zacheus started writing for his pension in 1907. He received his pension in 1910 and 
he died Jun. 1910. His pension was a whopping big $150.00 per year. After his 
death his wife received a portion of his pension until her death. Prior to getting this



After the War Zacheus had difficulty getting a pension as did many of the veterans. 
Records were poorly kept and some lost. They said he had deserted and he wrote 
letters saying he had not deserted but was cut off from his outfit when Sherman 
marched into Ga. He eventually had to letters from Capt. Hope and other Officers 
who he had served with. His pension was finally granted but he died shortly after 
beginning to receive it. His widow did receive it after that.

After the War between the States,(June, 1868) Zacheus moved to Pinellas County 
and homesteaded (land on Hwy 19 and Belleair Rd. In Oct. 1883 he received Patent 
No. 3734 which gave him and his wife Sarah ownership of 153 1/2 acres in Largo. In 
May of 1887 Zacheus added 78.2 acres for which he paid $100.00 to Florida Land 
Improvement Co. He
planted a grove and built a house. He was one of the early settlers in Pinellas 
County. The place where he homesteaded had a creek that ran into Tampa Bay. 
The creek was named “Allen’s Creek”.

II
pension , he had received a pension but a new bill was passed that took it away from 
him.

Research by Ruth A. Embree and James Elbert Allen.

kJ ILL) f/'/- 377tfc,'

33o ~/o Ji.

Zacheus and Sarah had (4) children: 1. James Proctor Allen, 2. John Pinkney Allen 
(who was my grandfather) 3. Elbert Jackson Allen 4. Hilliard T. Allen
On the census Roll of 1870 in Pinellas County there was listed in his household a 
Millie Morton, a free black from Maryland. Her age was estimated as about 100.0.

Zacheus died June 1910 at age 77 and is buried in Pelotte Cemetary near Lithia, 
Fla. Mary Custis Lee Daugthcrs of Confederacy and the John T. Lesley Camp (sons) 
placed a headstone at his gravesite and had a Memorial Ceremony . Kay Holley and 
Paula Nunnery sprinkled rose petals on the grave as was the custome during the 
War. A young man dressed as a Confederate Soldier placed a Confederate Flag on 
the grave.
Twenty-one gun salute. A speech by Marion Lambert, 1st Lt. Commander of John 
T. Lesley Camp. It was a truly memorial service attended by many of Zacheus’s 
descendants..
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MOfi ’Sos^teRanch family recalls early days in Citrus 
?s=a=s~= was 5 years old, she recalls.

He and another young man, both about 30 
years old, were riding a stagecoach with a mine 
payroll on board when they were ambushed by 
three drifters. Both men were killed but the 

, drifters never found the money. Payne told only

m In 1932, Horace Ailen bought a horse
named Jigger for $25. His granddaddy always • milk to Crystal River and Homosassa the a arrived with dogSi th ’
said: "Never lie to your horse, and you must . .. ■ Horace recalls the old Lecanto school going tw<) * men were dead But the dog3 pickeJ 
always have more sense than he. ’ . through the eighth jjrade. It was^where the ; h f h didft ^owere found arid

Horace would ride Jigger to Crystal River canning plant is today, just off County Road : Ranged
and'the Allens’ Mo^an Payne

Jigger was once riddeh in a race — which it won"' daughter, Lillian Allen Waugh, were the last to' 0Bn a tree
- by rodeo man Pat Moore. Moore was the son • attend that school. Twenty-four children gradu- remains of ** ropes still hangyn^
of Elizabeth Moore, county home economics ated in 1958 from the eighth grade. . ...
acent of the 1930s. . Pauline Allen’s parents worked in the phos- ■; lyncnea. ...

K Horace Allen served on the Citrus County phate industry. They left Nottingham, England,' Today, the Allens raise beef cattle on 600
School Board from 1958 to 1974. His grandfa- and came to Ocala in the the late 1880s or early acres they share with their grown children.
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al, the Citrus Times will publish an occasional 
feature about Citrus County's past. Claire Phil­
lips Laxton, a 10-year county resident, Is a 
free-lance writer who specializes in history.

Citrus County residents Horace and Pauline
Allen recall living in Lecanto with "Granddad- L-
dy” Charles E. Allen on his dairy ranch, where ■ ■ ■ • oneotherperson where the money was hidden
the Allens still live today. , -Js' ther was president of a bank and in 1931 went.. . , staL,ecoach ta a robbery ever

r_ innn TT____ — A 11a.. t. a.. a Kaaoa * intn thn rlotv-tr httatnaaa TFia . Allona HAIlVAFAn , &
UILCU. i

By the time a posse arrived with dogs, the
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Ranch family recalls early days in Citrus

Editors.not»:-,atrus'County,Is WO'years^.';
i old this year. In conjunction with the Centennl-jj'S•■:*.■ ••• CENTENNIALS^J

al, the Citrus Times will publish an occasional _______■ ______ "2; fljBaa 
feature about Citrus County's past. Claire Phil- [P] HW0|S RISK W, 1
lips Laxton, a 10-year county resident, Is a
free-lance writer who specializes in history. ■ QUTflfl I'v

Citrus County residents Horace and Pauline __
Allen recall living in Lecanto with "Granddad­
dy” Charles E. Allen on his dairy ranch, where . . .,< ’.j ...
the Allens still live today. :...■■■ : ther was president of a bank and in 1931 went

In 1932, Horace Alleri'bought a horse '/into the dairy business. The Allens delivered.„ 
« v* e At nr TT"_ _____ J_l_ JJ-- Anri UnmnBnoon

■ Horace recalls the old Lecanto school going

" " <1 ** f‘l • I * * ' '

(jf ’18903':They later settled in Inverness. ■ -i • 
f 'l - Morgan Payne, Pauline’s father, was pay- 

j&Afcfl'f' ' master of .the phosphate mines when Pauline 
IM- i was 5 years old, she recalls.

w p He and another young man, both about 30 
years old, were riding a stagecoach with a mine 
payroll on *»ard when they were ambushed by 

----------- n™three drifters. Both men were killed but the 
Allen recall living in Lecanto with ‘Granddad- , never found the money. Payne told only
dy” Charles E. Allen on his dairy ranch, where . . •.-... , .<.. ... , . One other person where the money was hidden
the Allens still live today. Z : ther was president of a bank and in 1931 went. . stagecoach, in case a robbery ever

In 1932, Horace Allen bought a horse '/into the dairy business. The Allens delivered 1,. .occurred
named Jigger for $25. His granddaddy always ■ milk to Crystal River and Homosassa. h‘ a alrived with dogS( th '
said: "Never lie to your horse, and you must ■. ■ Horace recalls the old Lecanto school going twQ y ng men w<£ dead But the dog3 pickej
always have more sense than he. . through the eighth grade. It was where the , . drifters who were found arid

Horace would ride Jigger to Crystal River canning plant is today, just off County Road.;rupttescentottheanlter9,wnowere
for visiting or shopping, then send Jigger back. . 491. . Mnraan Pavne is’buried in the Lecanto

acent of the 1930s. . Pauline Allen's parents worked in the phos- ;; lyncnea. . ' .
g Horace Allen served on the Citrus County phate industry. They left Nottingham, England,' Today, the Allens raise beef cattle.on 600

School Board from 1958 to 1974. His grandfa- and came to Ocala in the the late 1880s or early acres they share with their grown children.
1 _______ __________ J _ _____ _
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Citrus County residents Horace and Pauline
Allen recall living in Lecanto with "Granddad­
dy” Charles E. Allen on his dairy ranch, where 
the Allens still live today. ... . . i- v ther was president of a bank and in 1931 went
named Jigger for $25. ffis^anddaddy always - milk to Crystal River and Homosassa.
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’ was 5 years old, she recalls.: He and another young man, both about 30
years old, were riding a stagecoach with a mine 
payroll on board when they were ambushed by 
three drifters. Both men were killed but the 

. drifters never found the money. Payne told only 
one other person where the money was hidden 

tne Alienssuulive toaay. ■■■■■■ wa»jn the stagecoach, in case a robbery ever
In 1932, Horace Allen bought a horse -into the dairy busmess. The-Allens delivered occurred ;

named Jigger for $25. His granddaddy always - milk to Crystal River and Homosassa. Bv the time a posse arrived with dogs, the
said: "Never lie to your horse, and you must . Horace recalls the old Lecanto school going two voung men were dead. But the dogs picked
always have more sense than he.” .. through the eighth grade. It was . where the ■, scent of the drifters, who were found and

Horace would ride Jigger to Crystal River canning plant is today, just off County Road ■ “PJ
for visiting or shopping, then send Jigger back. £ 491. , ' ' . Morgan Payne is’buried in the Lecanto
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Strolling 
clown

memory 
lane

A place 
in Citrus
County history
Sy ESTHER DUNCAN 
Chronicle Writer

- 7y-
' 1 $

Hie first and oldest immigrant of 
the Allen family was John Early, 
who was born in Georgia in 1UC5 and 
who must have been around early 
enough to hear a few Revolutionary 
War stories direct from a few sur-

b,

vivors.
Listed as a land-owner in an 1B30 

census for Montgomery Conty, 
Georgia, he married Lucy Thomas 
and after the birth of their first 
child, the couple moved to Alabama 
where they farmed and their family 
multiplied.

Some two decades later Lucy died 
and the Allen clan decided to begin a 
new life in the just-established state 
of Florida.

W.c «£» cMha family . 'p^neHaand Marcus Ws.m had • 
tradition that the Allens had stopped > 15 children: Melissa, John Nar- 
along the way. ‘‘I always heard that ’ ’ ~ " — 
they worked on farms as they' 
came,” one of them said. It is 
believed they settled on the It. 
Johns River for a time.

The family historians do not agree 
on the year the Allens arrived in 
Florida. Be that as it may an 1850 
Rfiarion County, Florida census lists 
John E. Allen as a widower farmer 
with the following younger children 
still living with him: Mary Ann, 
William, Loduslra (Lody) and 
Amanda(Fadiri)

While living in the Ocala area 
John carried mail from Long Pond

U• w... C Vxi 
photograph, faken in the lalte lO&Os shows (front row) 

Rne Morrison Simms, Catherine Morrison Knoblock, Mary Pink 
lornson Alien, (top row) Low D£vis Morrison and Wancy Morrison 
Mins,

'H ■

uyu,j| X'icU- 
cissis, Delia, Thomas, Emily, 
Amanda, George, William E., Jeff 
D„ Marcus, Early A. Permelia L, 
Anna E. and Lucy L. The Watsons 
came to Florida in 18=16 when all the 
family may have come —and lived 
most of their lives in Hawthorne, 
Fla.

Mary Ann grew up to marry 
Henry E. Martin and have 12 
children: Mary Lucy, Martha Jane, • 
David A., Clara Eugenia, Walter F., 
Laura A., Horace A., Jessie Earl, ■ 
Illa and Ada ( twins), Hannon E. '

Please see Allens, page 5C

f :
' ■

[; y es. that’s right. She married 
one of the Kings. Who? Oh, 

. i she was a cousin to the 
Savises.”

Another voice added, "Wasn’t she I 
tin to the Barnes?”

Conversation leaped from subject '

Av n« 1- « 'a' Alic

__ l|H 
o subject as images from the past__________ '
Sere recalled. ;|

A third voice mentioned how the '
Ulen boys used to come over with 
heir sling shots. And all three 
aughed uproariously.

Sound like a family gathering?
You're right. This one was of a 

ew members of the Allen family — I;
io other clan has a longer nor more "~——
irominent place in the history of the Cousins Elizabeth Hagerty, left, Charles Allen and Citrus County for several generations. (Chronicle- 
tounty. ramsy Aller. Maynard read over some papers on Staff Photo)
The name Allen is listed over GO the history of their family, which has resided in 

Imes in the index of Hampton
Sunn’s “Back Home, A History of Haggerty, laughed. “And that re- 
titmc rtnnntv trinriHo ” minds me of the time that a steer

we were chasing hooked my little
ifaynard, met at the old Lee Alleii su^nde^te’M^of 
arm, now the home of Ms. John the cave, and swung him aloft, if 
laggerty, in what was once known he'd slipped off he'd have fallen 35 
is Middleground, now Lecanto. ' ’  
The ladies were sisters and

lharies Allen explained his

pmmon ancestor was my great- 
Irandfather who was their  
randfather, Early A. Allen, A Civil sat rocking and talking about "their 
Far veteran who enlisted at Bay childhood, sharing it with this 
'ort, Florida." writer.

Cousin Haggarty unfolded a long, 
three-page family history cousin

lamsy Maynard asked. “I wouldn’t years ago.
rant to go in one now — not at my After listing the names of the two 
ge. But we used to love to go down Florida immigrants — father and

0 cool and nice."
■ Her sister, Cousin Elizabeth

Imes in the index of Hampton
''n-v.i’r LlnnTz A T.TInln^.

Jitrus County, Florida."
Two Allen cousins, Charles,  „_.o  

punty tax assessor, and Ms. Harry orother, Deivey? right under his
F am  « • . - . —

hrm, now the home of Ms. John the’eave, and swung him aloft. If 
hp’d ttlinnpfl ha’H hatta vnllaw 1

feet — but that steer set him right 
bad: down again as nicely as you 
please. He wasn’t hurt at ail. Fun- 

eiationship to them simply: “Our niest thing I ever saw." 
pmmon ancestor was my great- It was a heart-warming scene as 
Irandfadier who. was their the three members of the Allen clan 
Far veteran who'enlisted at Bay 
•erf, Florida." 
The three Allens were enjoying 

ecollecting childhood scenes.    
“Remember the caves?” Cousin Theda Yeomans had prepared some 

lamsy Maynard asked. “I wouldn’t years ago.
rant to go in one now — not at my After listing the names of the two 
ge. But we used to love to go down Florida immigrants — father and 
sere and eat strawberries. It was son — it began: "They came from

Alabama about 1354 in a covered 
wagon.”

(Bronson in Levy County) to 
Homosassa once each week by 
buggy for ?50 per month.

Also listed in the same 1850 
Marion County census were two 
older married daughters in separate 
households: Andaline and husband 
Joel Hall; Permelia and husband, 

I Marcus Watson. A son, Eason, was 
I not mentioned, probably because he
■ didn’t make the trip to Florida. .He 
f was killed later on the picket line in! 
: Virginia in 185L

Also listed in the census was a 
married son, Early A. Allen, 19,

■ along with his wife, Jannett Gillis, 
! 1?, who bore him a daughter, Lucy

Ann.
What became of this big tribe? In 

this account we’ll devote our space 
to tlie descendants of Alexander 
Early.

However,for those Allens who 
trace their ancestry to another 
Allen branch here are the records: 
Andeline and Joel Hall had 10 
children: William, James, Charles, 
John Wesley, Joe! Thomas, Alice 
Eason, May, Leondus, Robert and 
Lewis.

tradition that the Allens had stopped ■ 15 children: Melissa? John?



THE ALLEN FAMILY  

a

Haggerty living room, spoke of Lucy

“That’s how we’re related to the

according to Brenda Nichols, 
Crystal River historian.

When the Allen tribe arrived, In­
dian skirmishes were hardly over.

River’s second postmaster,” Charles school now to a Miss Blane from 
observed. Records show that he was South Carolina. My children have

in those days in Citrus County.
“The children are all going to

Tuesday, November 17, 1987®2SB 
g HRorJ L b~ —

on King’s Bay in Crystal River. Ms. 
Yeomans underscored the words 
“very first” in her account.

“They raised a little sugar cane, 
did some timbering and fishing," 
Charles Allen, the five-generation 
descendant said.

According to the account written

“I like to forgot to tell you Lucy 
Allen and Henry King married last 
Thursday night... Old man Christie 
died about 4 weeks ago...”
To be continued in next month's 
"Strolling Down Memory Lane."

and lived in Lecanto. They had the 
-Tollowing children: Early Joseph, 

Albert Samuel, Mary Jannett, John 
Bascom, Nickbud (Nick), William 
Henry, Edwin Ray and Bennett 
Aubry. Many Kings in this area are 
related to the Allens.

Now that we’ve preserved a lot of 
Allen ancestry, let’s get back to the 
Early Alexander branch.

The son, like his father had 
become a widower. Both remarried. 
John married Eliabeth Redaught in 
1851. Young Early A. Allen, with his 
small daughter, Lucy Ann, married 
Mary Pink Morrison of Ocala. Mary 
was to become known as a valiant 
matriarch in the Allen history.

The three cousins,sitting in the

“Lucy Ann grew up to marry Henry

Father and son moved their 
families to the little outpost, Crystal

a decade. Travel was by horse or ox 
cart or boat. Brooksville was the 
county seat.

by Charles Allen is dated 1872. The 
writer’s name can’t be read, but it 
appears the writer lived at Salt

  River. Here are a few revealing ex­
Haggerty living room spoke of those cerpts that give us a glimpse of life 
early days.

 “John Allen served as Crystal

by Ms. Yeomans, each man 
homesteaded 40 acres with son, 
Early, settling on Citronelle Road.

The three cousins visiting in the

Aligns
Continued from poqe 1C r ■ " •

, and Oscar E. They lived all their Ann
- liVMS.L" °Xf°,rd- ( “■

Nothing is known of William. Lody Kings,” Cousin Haggerty said, 
married Jack Christy. Amanda Allen — -
married George Cope and “sup­
posedly went to Texas,” as the 
cousins said.

Lucy Ann married Henry B.JCmg River where they are regarded as its  
first settlers along with the Christys, appointed on August 4, 1857 and ser- had no advantages of school much 

ved for three years when his brother, sincevtehavebeeninthiscountry.lt 
Jeremiah, took over and served until >s pretty tite on two to pay $20 per 
his death on Sept. 12,1837. There was month and board a teacher...” 

, ----- also a brother, Jim, the cousins
Florida had been a state for scarcely recollected.

“Some think that Jesse Wesley 
Allen was a brother,” they said.

The first postmistress of Ciystal 
Unaware of the dangers of malaria River was Anne E. Allen who was 

fr°m mosquitoes,Jhe Allens settled appointed in June, 1893.
rr. „ .. John

Brooksville to get the mail for 
Crystal River and the Homosassa 
area, according to an account in the 
Allen family. He lived in a log cabin 
with his family

An early letter loaned the writer 
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The cousins named the fatherless tribe: 
Besides, Lucy who married Henry King, 
there was Florida who married Nick Bar­
co; John who married Jane Turner; Wil­
liam who married Ellen Davis; Charles 
Early, grandfather to our county'property 
appraiser, who married Ida Vincent; Wal­
ter wiio married Margaret Scruggs; Ban­
na who married Stanford Scruggs and 

......? I it r. ,

Part II
By ESTHER DUNCAN
Chronicle Writer

The settingElizabeth'’(Anen) 
Hagerty home in Lecanto where her sis­
ter, Pamsy (Maynard) Allen and cousin, 
Charles Alien- county tax assessor, 
gathered Is reminisce about early Allen 
history

They spoke of their Civil War ancestor,

THE PINCKNEY LEE ALLEN FAMILY are pictured in front of their old 
house finished in 1917, which burned to ground in 1964. Elizabeth 
Hagerty, now lives in a home on the same property located on S.R.

44 Just west of C.R. 490. From left are, Elizabeth (Hagerty), Pamsy 
(Maynard), Margaret Allen, John Morrison Alien, Pinckney Lee 
Allen, Arthur Lee Allen, Lois (Baker) and Dewey Allen.
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IN SCHOOL In 1939 are (first row, from left)

King and Eloise Rogers.

Harry Maynard, (second row, from left) 
_   ___w , ___ T’v, Dcviiiv vivaSn i ll retail 

Vaughn, Isabelle Hodge, Shan King, Willie Langley, Dorris Rkigs, Ruth Hodge, Wilma 
nflnnh Prcinlz_____________ t^» DaIIw Mnrmnn Allrtu________________________ ■ Ml a

Bush kirk.
(Lee, born in 1871, and only 8 months old 

at the time of his father’s death, was to 
become father of the two sisters, Cousin 
Hagarty and Cousin Maynard, as part of 
his brood.)

Hampton Dunn’s history, in reviewing 
the year 1883, mentions a C.E. Allen as 
butcher and W.A. Allen as postmaster. 
This was the year the name of the little 
community was changed.

The cousins talked over the reason for 
renaming Middleground as Lecanto, but 
didn’t give the one in Dunn’s history — 
that the Post Office simply said there 
were other similar names.

According to them, John E. King, who 
became Lecanto's first postmaster, hap­
pened to look at a picture of a Greek 
yacht called “Lepanto” and thought by 
changing the “p” to a “e” it would be a 
perfect name for the little community. 
Presto! It was done.

The C.E. Allen Hampton Dunn men­
tioned had to be Charles Early, grand­
father of our county tax assessor, who 
grew up to become one of Lecanto’s best 
known pioneers. Born in 1866, he owned 
and operated one of the largest farms in 
Lecanto.

Hampton Dunn wrote of Allen in his 
book: “Charles Early Allen, Sr., pioneer of 
Lecanto, died July 16, 1945 at age of 82. 
He was Tax Collector of Citrus County for 
16 years. He served as president of the 
Crystal River Bank and the Citizens Bank

EVA MARIE JONES ALLEN and Elwood 
Fogthrough Allen. Elwood was the father of 
Citrus County’s property appraiser, Charles, 
and his brothers, George and Horace, equally 
well-known Citrus Countlans.

Please see Allen, page 5C

jJlTTTy raTfU .-i , •. (jui;
When the Civil War erupted, Earlv, who 

had come to Florida in the mid 1840’s 
from Georgia with his father, John, 
signed up at Bay Port in Captain Hope's 
Company.

"Great-Grandfather Allen really didn’t 
want to go to war - he was afraid of 
injurying one of his manv northern rela­
tives," Allen commented.’

Only two years later, 1864, he was fur­
loughed from a hospital in Richmond, Va.

“I think Great-Grandfather came home 
from the Civil War in bad shape from a 
gunshot wound,” Charles Allen said.

His two cousins nodded. “Yes, he was 
never good again. That may have had 
something to do with his early death."

The three cousins had been reading a 
brief history of the Allens written by 
Vada Allen Yeomans. According to the 
account, the mosquitoes around Crystal 
River were “terrible” and caused “many 
people to have malaria."

John, the family patriarch, lived 
through it, but his son, Early Alexander, 
died in 1872 when only 42. (Both father 
and son are buried in the Crystal River 
Cemetery).

The three cousins, paused, thinking 
about the father surviving his son.

Everyone agreed that Early’s widow, 
Mary, had immediately sold out, except 
for a few cows, and moved to Middle­
ground, as Lecanto was then called, to get 
away from the mosquitoes of Crystal 
River.

of Inverness and operated stores for sever­
al phosphate companies in the county. He 
was a member of the Church of Christ."

As county tax collector, he was the first 
in the nation to be taken to Supreme 
Court in a law suit brought by the pho­
sphate mine. Alien won the case.

He and his wife, Ida Vincent, had the 
following children: Elwood, Alva, Emma, 
Edna, Charles and William. Elwood was 
the father of our tax assessor, Charles, 
and ’his brothers, George and Horace, 
equally well-known Citrus Countians. .

Children look at grandparents and 
uncles through different eyes than histo-”'" 
rians. Charles Early Allen’s grandson and 
his two nieces exchanged affectionate sto­
ries about him.

“Remember how he had that car acci­
dent because he was reading the paper 
while he drove?” one of the sisters asked.

The others chuckled.
Charles, tax-collector like his grand­

father was once, nodded. “I used to ride 
with him to deliver the milk and keep an 
eye on him so he wouldn’t glance at his 
newspaper,” he said with a smile.

That was when the Depression hit and 
Charles Early Allen lost everything along 
with the bank. But he was undaunted, 
starting all over in the dairy business 
delivering, milk to Crystal River custom­
ers -and stealing a glance at the news- 
papei as he drove along if his grandson 
wasn't there to watch him.

The three cousins talked about Uncle 
William.

“I think he was lonely,” Charles 
reflected. He’d call out to me to stop as I 
went to school, telling me it was time to 
have drink of water.”

Charles spoke of his boyhood in Lecanto 
on the family farm.

. | J J 1 IUH, IIMIII icily
Joyce Hodge, Frank Rogers, Catherine Wllene Forte, Betty Seville, Viva Smith, Pearl

Hodge, Frank Allen, Joe Petty, Norman Allen,
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was filled with the

n&°« f.°r ‘her 
the house? he

Mory, the widow of Early Alexan- 

„ They recollected that, as a widow,

Her scenic country home is sur­
rounded with immense trees, 
monarchs today, that were planted 
years ago. You can see them not far 
west of the cut-off to Homosassa 
Springs. They are reminders of their

“How well I remember my father 
starting off for Holder and Dunnel­
lon with a load of vegetables to sell to 
the workers in the phosphate mines,” 
their daughter said.

“I remember going to Crystal Riv­
er by buggy with my father and

ing house and restaurant, ft was the

leX^neFiorrdleftbehindagreat 
sons* pr?16 ^llen boyS| bis grand- 
Lecamn Wi^P to homestead land at

Mir? X?® 
century, two-story hous.

For i— 
Allen’s house

Allens — who settled the Lecanto 
area and many of whom still live 
there. Ms. Hagerty said that just a 
ihg‘Vn“c7trii7' County’at’Bre^nt’ 

resulted in a figure well over 80.
“And I'm sure there are many 

others,” she said.
The three cousins read from the 

last of Ms. Yeoman's written 
account of the early history of the 
Allen family: “Grandma Allen lived 
to see many grandchildren. All her 
children had big families. My dad 
W.‘. *,atn’ the biggest with M 
children.

n Very wel1 Could bave been called Allentown.

groun^>fn1ttienmid-6nol’sbUrnet*t0tlle 

the flounder of the family Marra^t^®6 Allen and his wife- 
te by wagon to Florida, did" fa™erS

else's home.”
His two cousins nodded. Then they 

went back to talking about the Allen 
ancestor who. moved to Lecanto, 
Mary, the widow of Early Alexan- vuusm uder who die^i when only 42. widowed niece II™ ,• H.hga?ty' a • - - -------------

They recollected that, as a widow, ing one-storv hmS the fharm‘ Plantln® by members of a prominent
Grandma Ma ry Allen had received the nearbv Pinntn! r 1W*a>? buiIt on citrus County Pioneer family - the

years after his son, Early, her hus- h^se CnnX^u Srepl?<?edthe.big  
band. jt was; he who built the big built th»™Vn ,^garty’s Parents quick count ofAllen descendants lit 
Allen home once located on 491 north ere ln 9 7 "—
off S.R. 44. All that is left today is a 
lonely old-fashioned, iron pump.

John, th:
who came by- wagon to Florida, did

^^tn^County (FL) Chronicle. Tuesday, January 12

Allen______
Continued from 1C-

There was a certain amount of 
work to t'do. After school my father 
would tefl me to hitch up a horse and 
cultivate corn until dark. There 
were animals to feed. Supper. And „ AlUn’c study until 10 p.m.” century, two-1 Irv

Charles remembered that the p house.  „ ------  „„„
family had an old battery radio and A11 , ™any years Granda Mary enjoying dinner at the Paul’s board- 
a wood stove. “My father built the house was filled with the ing house and restaurant. It was the 
house with ithe help of friends,” he .7°f the busy buthappy life of a first time I’d ever seen lazy susan
said. “Every Sunday friends came to t J Iamiiy jn those times who had style of serving—all we could eat for 
our house or we went to someone npiahk6nd ?n each other and close a Quarter each.” 
° L. .. eighbors for ther associations. ' ‘ ’

the hmZtur’her son> moved into 
cottage ' he built her a

Cousin Elizabeth
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MEMORIES
’ . Continued from Page 1A 1

■ , V'-’'
to when there 'were far fewer
people and even fewer ■ 
strangers, to a time when there 
Were more’1 forests and far

• fewer roads and fences and no
electricity when horses' and.
buggies'and wagons were more 
cdipmbri'than'motor vehicles.

- J fcli’izabeth Hagerty, who 'is 98 
and was a school teacher in 
county schools for mdre than

i
93, all share wonderful memo-

the county, in Lecanto.
They are the daughters of 

Pinckney Lee Allen and his 
wife' Margaret Elizabeth Allen, 
known' to many old-timers as , ........... ..... ,. . -----:;:——------
Uncle Lee and Aunt Maggie. - ' ' . ■ . ' spodai to tho c'hronici

As they recall their family r>„.LU^a?d phJ°t? )vas takea at the ,ntersectl°n of County Road 491 and State Road 44 In Lecanto 
story! their father was 8 months ie°^7rthaL 70<?ded aae no'" Ka°wh as state Road 44 lies Inverness. The building In the foregrount 
old when his father Early toMbe the' Lefanto Methodist Church. Behind Is the general store and fourth-class posAlien; Woundeddurinfthe y ay aV'S’ and the whltebulldlng beyond Is.the old Lecanto School. '

Civil War, came home to die in many people prowling around caused the . social fabric that child got in trouble at school 
Florida'two years later. the county these days, and far held ;their world together to the child would be in trouble a

With foots about as deep as a ^°° many Yankees. , -I, unravel dangerously at the home, too.
family tree can reach into the . (Reminded that each had edges. “We were poor but we didn’
sandy'soil of Citrus County, married men from northern Children, for example. If a know it,” said Elizabeth 
righj.doWn to the phosphate climes, these widows three - ' ■ . . ;l
underlayment,with compjicat- concurred that while that (was - '
ed kipship.ties they have trou- so> each. had to their satisfac- 
ble ‘ untangling, these women ^on eventually converted their
Who'‘.’have? seen -so Jhany, spouses to. the 'ways of the

. changes in their lifetimes were South.)

and the'ndw that is today’s real- .her son Don, -who in first or, sec- i 
ity. c ; bnd grade announced to’his

h,d

lights and air conditioning, and The teacher asked what his
laLOhoseLthings are. to'. the father was now. “Why, Ma’am;

”,sai4 Elizab. he’s an American now” ■ .
ffc^ta^cars and good Another change, they said, '
.roads, and. hospitals, things„we' has taken places .with families,
woul^n’t Want to lose.%;^. communities, and. in the

That.baid; the sisters .are schools. Divorce and-unmar-
■pfotid fo say.they knojyJjow to ned people,giving together has

' live through a depression and put children at risk. Once
survive .without electricity if close-knit communities that 
they. had to, how to butcher a are now full of strangers mean 
hog and preserve the meat and less supervision of. children. 
:a hundred other things mos't Educators,- besides their hor- 
■modenf-day people have never ;imal. tasks, bra forced to teach 
learned. . ■ ; ;i- • ■ -childre^ what parents used to

Perhaps the most Evident pass on to their children.
.change, all , three sisters The result of this fraying of . 
agreed, is that there are too responsibility, they agreed, has /
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Shedescribes theannual cleaning 
of theccmeteryasa"wonderful idea.”

The stones in the cemetery are 
cleaned at that time, the grounds are 
tidied up, flowers are changed, and 
the cemetery gotten into good shape 
so that it is not so difficult for Frank 
Allen to keep it mowed between 
cemetery workings.

For thecemetery cleaning in April 
this year there were fewer people 
than there have been in years past; 
and only one couple, Howard and 
Louise Allen, came from a distance 
fortlie occasion. They came up from . 
St. Petersburg.

See Cemetery, page 7A

5 ¥•■ ’-------------T’-—--------------—----------------------- J---------- J ■■

Lecanto natives have annual
By Ruth Christ
Coast News Correspondent “As far back as I can remember,” 

recalled Tamsy Maynard who was 
bom in Lecanto in 1905,“wewentto 
the cemetery to clean, hoe, and rake 
it off.”

When she first began going to the 
cemetery to help clean it, Mrs. Mayn­
ard remembers that the people bur­
ied in the Magnolia Cemetery were 
"mostly kinfolks.”

‘There was no grass in the ceme­
tery in those days because we didn’t 
have lawnmowers at that time, “ she 
said.

Mrs. Maynard remembers that 
grass was not grown in the yards of 
the Lecanto residents in those days 
either.

Twice in April of each year the 
people of Lecanto who were bom 
and raised here get together.

One occasion is the cemetery 
cleaning which takes place on the 
second Saturday of April.

The other occasion is a dinner at 
the Citrus County Canning Plant on 
Southern Street.

For both occasions, natives of the 
Area come from far and wide to be 
together, visit and catch up on the 
news. •

For the cemetery working, it is 
also a time for giving the cemetery a 
thorough cleaning.

Cewsr A/^S'
' reunion



i Cemetery
I from 1 Al
■ 'l In contrast, a large number of j 
.; I people came for the “Lecanto Day”

J dinner at the Canning Plant.
Lecanto Day has been held every 

year but one for the last 10 years, i 
.. This year’s crowd was the largest 

that has attended the function. ’’
Pearl Maynard and Della Allen 

send out letters and make phone calls 
to let everyone know about the occa­
sion. The people they notify are 
people who have grown up in Le­
canto. They are careful not to give . 
the news to others because, again, / 
the purpose is just to visit, and for 
this occasion eat old-fashioned cook­
ing—chicken and dumplings, vege-' 

jhables from the gardens, and other 
Ifavorite foods from long ago.
j Usually Bess Hagerty brings her 
famous lemon pie; this year she® 
brought a rum cake instead.

Eighty people signed the guest 
book this year—the largest number « 
of people ever for Lecanto Day. It is 
from this book that Pearl and Della ,, 
get the names and addresses of the J 
people whom they write to notify 
about the occasion.

Old-timers came from distances/,-; 
for “Lecanto Day.” The person who ? 
came from the furtherest distance^ 
was Wilbur King who came from $ 
Perry, Georgia. His mother, two sis- 
ters and a brother came from a dis-Tie 
tance also. Dowell King and his wife 

‘Icame from Winter Haven, and Bill 
lAllen and his wife were here from/f 
jTampa. ='!.

• “As I saw it, it was a lovely day,". 
Tamsey Maynard said. “I saw so ; 
many people I hadn’t seen in such a 
long time — like Dorothy, Tommy,.; 
Virginia Anne, and Wilbur King.” 
_________________ 4
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Feature Sunday, June 4, 1989
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■ VIVIAN ALLEN and her son Dan, stand on the porch steps of the “cracker house’ that has been In the family since the early 1950s. 
___ ___________ ut



. I

a
Story by Esther Du
Photos by Doug Ers by the entrance.
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■ THE LIVING ROOM and di 
room stands as It did some 1 
ago.

d

Time has 
hardly 

<r-'ll touched this 
historic island 
paradise horne t 
that was built 
in the 1850s

IE OLD IRON GATE that leads Into the
>tery is still standing today with a dash of MaVon Znd X Sip™ Softer maXVtoat

' Please see Home, page 6D

ome'

• * ”r

■ THE OLD ALLEN House If 
museum with many antiques, 
top shows off a piece of cob; 
glass that Mrs. Allen has a p 
collecting.

H: Il iHI 11Pk"At*V I CT/IT1 n I I
(ue c-vL y
I’ll 1 ime has stood still on a remote Island near the 

mouth of the Wlthlacoochee River.
JL One of the oldest houses in several counties is 

still standing there, looking very much as it did in the 
1850s when it was built by family slaves who accom­
panied Dr. Alton Hodges and his wife, Nancy, from 
Georgia in six covered wagons.

Time has hardly touched the pea wall of hand-hewn 
limerock. It looks much as it did nearly a century and 
a half ago. But the narrow wood steps and doorway of 
the old, tin-roofed ‘Cracker’ house are worn from 
countless footsteps over the years.

Long vacant, Hie historic house had the good fortune 
to pass into the hands of Dewey Allen, a descendant of 
a ploneer^Citrus County family, who bought the house 
in 1951 as a Summet home for his wife and children. 
Today, John and Early~AUep;_>descendants from many 
branches of the family still gather at the old house for 
regular reunions.

And Mrs. Dewey Allen, now an Inglis widow, is pre­
paring to vacaUon there again this coming summer, 
along with her son, Dan, now retired from a distin­
guished career as a news broadcaster, who is Just 
completing his own unusual home on the river near 
his mother’s.

’Old houses always need attenHon,’ Mrs. Allert said, 
her voice revealing her deep love and pride in the is­
land residence during a recent visit there with her 
son.

Dan Allen said that his mother and father had 
turned the vandalized structure into a consuming hob­
by over the years, spending counUess summer days 
repairing and fixing it up, also uncovering furnishings 
that looked as if they’d always belonged there.

Both Allen and his mother talked about the early 
history of the house and the Hodges who farmed ex­
tensive lands halfway to Dunnellon, calling their island 
paradise ’Hickory Island.’ A nearby island where they 
grew cotton and tobacco was called ‘Field Island,* 
and when their family began to grow, Dr. Hodges bad 
a small schoolhouse built on another nearby island 
which was named "Schoolhouse Island.’

‘Dr. Hodges hired and paid the school teacher’s sal­
ary,’ Dan Allen said. ‘Besides his own children — 
eventually there were 11 of them — the children of 
squatters of other Islands also came by boat to the 
school.’

The graves of a number of family members can be 
viewed today in a small cemetery beyond a graceful 
black metal gate, still swinging on its hinges. A 
simple, flaking monument announces to the world Hie 
birth and death dates of Dr. Hodges: Andrew Elton 
Hodges 1829-1885.

Nearby a smaller monument announces the name of 
a son, Romulus, who died when only eight.

'He came into Hie house with his mouth colored 
blue,’ Mrs. Allen related. ‘His mother asked what he’d 
been eating and he told her ’Huckleberries.’ She knew 
there were no huckleberries, only poisonous night 
shade berries on Hie island. Despite his father being 
physician, the boy died that night.*

Among other descendants burled there: Malvina, 
known as ‘Pretty Mama’ all her life, May Hortense

!
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historic Island house when his pa- ■ A PAINTING of Bruno and Juno, Dr. Hodges’ two dogs, look 
over their masters home on Hickory Island.

or of Inglis and a realtor.
The couple’s historic island house 
they enjoyed restoring together Is 
best known for its famous painting 
directly on the waif over the-flte^ 
piece of tir, Hodjirhw dogi. Bhi- 
no and Juno. ' ’

For years, natives have talked of

with its tall Victorian bedroom set 
"similar to one in the White House," 
the Allens said.

The tour led into the master bed­
room with a great Victorian bed­
room set which the Allens pro­
nounced "ciosely resembles one in 
the Lincoln Room of the White 
House." But it was a tall rosewood 
bureau that Mrs. Allen named as a 
favorite piece of hers.

A highly prized German stylo 
music box with great metal records 
graces a comer of the bedroom. At 
the side of the immense bed a small 
Victorian table decorated with an 
immense family Bible and family 

been transformed and charmingly portraits creates a subject for an Old 
furnished with white wicker, anti- 
ques and Interesting pieces discov­
ered over the years.

Mrs. Allen walked around the 
long, narrow room, Its floors creak­
ing. She paused before a most unusu­
al Chase and Baker Invention that 
converts a piano into a player piano. 
Holding up a copy of "Asop’s Fables’ 
(spelled without the "e") printed in 
1897, she admitted that she had a 
passion for collecting Agatha Christ­
ie books and cobalt blue glass.

She stopped before a framed frilly

that u nusual painting. Allen told the 
tale oi.' an itinerant artist who came 
throug h the area and stayed over­
night,, .offering to paint a picture of 
the house over the fireplace.

The upturned heads of the dogs, 
painter? over a century ago, are 
amazingly alert, as If still waiting 
for thei r masters whistle. :

Looktiig at them, one can easily I 
Imaging those ears suddenly being , 
raised st All more, both animals leap­
ing fron| the wall, having heard the 
call they/we been waiting for so man- 
y years;’

rents purchased it — all the windows 
had been knocked out and almost all 
the furnishings were gone.

"It was a task locating old- 
fashioned windows with hand-made 
glass, but my parents finally did.’

Allen said that his parents used to 
go out to the island every April and 
stay until fall. "They loved It out 
there so much," he said.

What used to be called a "dog trot’ 
leads from a little cottage to the 
main house, which has a long porch 
running across its entire length — a 
perfect place to sit and dream, look­
ing beyond the tall trees to water 
scenes.

In pioneer days the kitchen gener­
ally was a separate building for safe­
ty from fire. Thatsmall dwelling has

Home
Continued from page ID
of the grave of a grandson of Dr. 
Hodges, Cullie, who died during the 
flu epidemic of 1917.

"Note this grave over here,' Allen 
said during the tour of the cemetery. 
“For a long time the tale was told 
that it was Die site of a beloved slave, 
but Ray Mason, an Ocala banker 
and Hodges descendant, straight­
ened the family out. According to 
him. a spinster lady came for one of 
those long visits that was customary 
in those days."

“One day." he related, "as she was 
sewing and holding a couple of pins 
in her mouth, she happened to open 
one of Dr. Hodges cupboards and 
saw a skeleton there."

He said it startled the spinster 
lady so that she swallowed the pins 
and died.

Alien spoke of the condition of the

band's aunts, Ida. Mrs. Allen herself 
"did the reverse side, my first at­
tempt,’ she said.

The present kitchen Is a made- 
over bedroom, its old-fashioned at­
mosphere carefully preserved. The 
room Is sparked with open shelves of 
blue dishes and pots and pans. Sev­
eral towels from Germany, bearing 
German "messages," were brought 
back from that country by Dan Allen 
while he was a broadcaster there for 
17 years.

One reads: "To have your own 
stove Is worth its weight in gold." A 
roller cloth Inscription on an old- 
fashioned towel rack translates: 
"Thank God the dishes are done.’

Mrs. Allen who served as Inglis 
postmaster (JThere’s never been a 
postmistress,’ she Insisted.) for 
some 30 years, said that she was 
from Oklahoma and met her hus­
band, Dewey, when he made a trip 
there as a young man.

Miss Vivian Barr was then too 
young for marriage, but as soon as 
she had graduated from high school, 
she married Dewey, becoming a 
Floridian in 1928.

’Dewey always said that he made 
one trip too many to Oklahoma,’ his 
widow added, laughing.

Besides Dan, the couple had two 
daughters, Dorothy, now in Califor­
nia, and Sherry Elizabeth, in North 
Carolina. Dewey had a distin­
guished career In politics, ranging 
from school trustee to the state Le­

is made of thick planks, the grooves
worn from many potash scrubbings 
over the years. ----------- - ------- ------------- ------

The double fireplace silllhedW the with hn antique qullt'^ UiB'pleces 
room as it does the master bedroom made years ago by one of her hus-

rustic stone double fireplace. But 
just as Interesting are the wide 

a • - ___ - 11

Ing. The floor, DanAllen pointed out, words: “Don’t You Dare.’ 
 " ---------- In Mrs. Allen's own bedroom,

which she chose because of the vitw 
of an old fig tree, a wall Is decorated

Dutch master's painting.
Allen paused before a small door 

leading to a bath.
"One day when my father was ab­

sent, my mother and Aunt Bess Hag- 
garty took an axe and the two of 
them choppd a hole in the wall for 
that door,’ he related. "When my 
father returned, they Insisted on 
completing the job themselves.’

Peeking Into another bedroom, 
Mrs. Allen observed that the hand- 
carved pieces of the bed were care- 
fully assembled by her husband 

valentlne^saying softly, "My grand- without nails after being discovered 
mother, when 16, gave this to her 
sweetheart, who became my 
grandfather.’

Stepping into the living room of

 Features

in a pile of wood left out in the rain. 
Her son suddenly leaned over and 

swiftly pulled out a chamber pot 
from under the bed. With a wicked 

the main housed the’focai poi'nt’is'the grin he removed the cover and lm-
■  ~ ■ mediately everyone on the tour . , ,

~   burst into laughter. Inside was a ^^ur^ a™LJater,Jong time may-1
board walls and open beamed ceil- piece of cardboard with the printed
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL

TO

CHARLES H. ALLEN

Captain Charles H. Alien distinguished himself by meritorious 
service as Administrator of the 615 United States Air Force 
Dispensary, Ent Air Force Base, Colorado, from 20 June 1963 
to >0 September 1965, His professional competence, leader­
ship abilities, deep compassion, and his rare grasp of the art 
of the practice of military medicine, have improved the quality 
and quantity of the medical care afforded to military, active 
duty, and retired persons and their dependents in the Colorado 
Springs area. The example of his personal professional 
integrity has attracted naw people to military medical careers, 
thus helping to insure the continued quality of ervlce he exem­
plifies. The distinctive accomplishments of Captain Allen 
culminate a distinguished career in the service of his country, 
and reflect credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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Commendable service during the pt 
Officer of the 4756 USAF Hospital 
expansion and major improvements 
countered by the hospital. Many wj 
was resolved with expediency, foresight 
advisor to dependents and sponsors 
explained and clarified the benefits 
a constant source <

I' II

\zi March 1959
|^aH-A^F'
iy varied,
in th'

4^February 1962 as Administrative 
Florida. During a period of 

^id difficult problems were en- 
itair Alien’s responsibility and each 

d diplomacy. As the designated
Fe 'Program, he very capably interpreted, 
of care at civilian facilities. He has been 
-.tiejjfcaF'c □-workers and subordinates.

-
■ s

GIVEN THIS 27th DAY OF February
AT Headquarters 73rd Air Division (Weapons)(A. 

Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida

... . - . ■. : ' ■ ~ . •

e¥ENSE

(ftrtificate
is awarded to

CAPTAIN CHARLES H ALLEN - AO 1912681

4756th USAF Hospital

area
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Bronze hoops

Campaign Medal

Charles Henry Allen, Sr.
Born April 6, 1924 Lecanto, Florida.
Education: Lecanto Primary School. This school building later was 

converted into a canning factory. 
Crystal River High School 
University of Maryland (two years) 
Regis College, Denver, Colorado

College, Waco, Texas
Military Service: United States Army , enlisted August 6, 1941 

to May 17, 1946. He reenlisted June 28, 1946 until 
April 28, 1949. On June 7, 1949 be entered the 
Air Force. He received his commission direct from 
military status May 19, 1951 and continued in the 
service till November 1, 1965.

During World War II he served in the European 
Theatre of Operations from September 27, 1942 to 
May 17, 1946. He participated in Campaigns Tunisia 
(Ground); Sicily (Ground); Rome-Arno; Southern France; 
North Apennines; Rhineland and Central Europe.

Other overseas duty was in France from Marchr5, 
1955 to March 21, 1959. He served as a member of the 
Air Defense Command since April 29, 1959 at Tyndall 
AFB, Florida and Ent AFB, Colorado.

Military decorations and awards are as follows: 
Air Force Commendation Medal 
Good Conduct Medal with 2 
American Defense Medal 
American Campaign Medal 
European-African-Middle Eastern 

with 8 Bronze Service Stars 
World War II Victory Medal 
Army of Occupation Medal (Germany) 
National Defense Service Medal 
Croix de Guerre with Palm
Air Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with 5 
Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters 

Armed Forces Reserve Medal
He retired from the Air Force, Major Charles



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

FV1912681

FOR

8

FORCE
HERBERT B. THATCHER 
Lieutenant General, USAF

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
HAS BEEN AWARDED TO

CAPTAIN CHARLES H. ALLEN J
I

J 

!

I J II

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE
THIS 22D DAY OF

A ’ ■

Commander, Air Defense Command

CITY OF WASHINGTON
OCTOBER 19 65

MERITORIOUS SERVICE
20 JUNE 1963 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1965
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GIVEN THIS DAY GFlit 19 65November

AT. Fnt Ain Fence Bale, Cotonado

CAN

K>Ma 1A OCT H

Hii fimt peniod of mititany ienvice 
He neentiited in the Aztivy 28 June 1946

RObKj J. CAHC
Colonel, USAF

Ain Fence Commendation lledat
Good Conduct Hedat with 2 Bnonze Loopi 
Amenican Vefeme Senvice 8‘edat 
Amenican Campaign lledat 
Eunopean-Afnican-lliddte Eaitenn 

Campaign Hedat with 8 Bnonze 
Senvice Siam

Thnoughout hii mititany caneen MAJOR ALLEN hai given faithful and conicientioui ienvice to 
hii countng, Hii itandand of conduct and teademhip hai provided an 
thoie who have been aaeciated with him duning hii mititany caneen.

and ienved until 2 8 Apnit 1949.
ouity tince that date. He neceived hii commiaion dinect fnom mititany itatui 19 Hay 1951. 
Duning Wontd Wan II he ienved in the Eunopean Theaten of Openatiom fnom 27 September 1942 to 
17 Hay 1 946. He panticipated in Campaigm Tunitia (Cnound); Sicily [Cnound] ; Naptei-Foggia 
[(■nound) 7 Rome-Anno; Southenn Fnance; Nonth Apenninei; Rhineland and Centnat Eunope. Othen 
ovenieai duty wcu in France ^Aom 5 Hanch 1955 to 21 Hanch 1959. He hat been a meinbeA of the 
Ain Pefente Command iince 29 Apnit 1959 and hai ienved at Tyndall AFB, Ftonida and Ent AFB, 
Cotgnad^ ’ . • ,

I '• < r.b • '.y ,
h^i-A fiiilitany caneen MAJOR ALIEN hai neceived the following deeonatiom and awandi i

Wontd Wan II Victony 1'edat
Anmg of Occupation 1'edat (Cenmangl 
National Oefeme Senvice 1'edat 
Ain Fence Longevity Senvice Awand 

Ribbon with 5 Bnonze Oak Lea{ 
Ctuitem

Anmed Foncei Veienve Hedaf
Cnoin de C-uenne with Calm

FROM THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
MAJOR CHARLES H ALLEN, FV1912681, ii netined effective 1 Novemben 1965, aften 24 yeam Fedenat 
Ui^tany. S envice,

MAJOR ALLEN wan bonn 6 Apnit 1924 at Lecanto, Flu-Lid 
Wfii with the Anmg fnom 6 Augiu-t 1941 to 17 Mag 19 46. 
and ienved until 28 Apnit 1949. He entened the Ain Fence 7 June 1949 and hai ienved continu-
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ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FIVE
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NorineCharles Allen

quality of a man you would respect"

Please see ALLEN, Page 4A

Schultz said. “He also taught me a lot about 
fishing."

appraisers. Schultz went to 
work for Allen, and the two 
men became friends.

“We found that we could 
teach each other a lot," 
Schultz said Wednesday. “He 
taught me a whole lot about 
being a professional manag­
er. He taught me even more 
about fishing."

Allen’s easygoing manner 
served him well, Schultz 
recalled.

“Charles could charm anybody into 
doing anything and being happy about 
it,” he said. “He could have sold refrig­
erators to Eskimos... Charles just had 
that inherent smile and charm that 
made him an immediate friend.”

Yet he also brought the property 
appraiser’s office into the infor­
mation age, supervising the pur­
chase and installation of the 
office’s first computer system.

“He helped modernize Crystal 
River, and yet he was very, very 
attached to his roots,” Schultz 
said, recalling tales Allen told of 
riding on a milk wagon, delivering 
milk to Homosassa. “That's a heck 
of a transition.”

Allen is survived by his wife 
Shirley; three sons; two step­
daughters; one stepson; a brother; 
and 15 grandchildren.

For Schultz as well, the loss is a 
personal one.

“There are few people," he said, 
“that will be as dear to me as 
Charles was.”

Allen also was active in the 
county Historical Society, serving 
as president in 1987 and part of 
1988. The post was an honorary 
one at the time, recalled David 
Benton, his successor as presi­
dent

“Unlike most people who take 
honorary positions, he worked at 
it,” Benton said. “He was a good 
sport If everyone else was wear­
ing period clothing, he would too."

While not an introvert Allen 
wasn’t exactly gregarious either.

“He would join in any conversa­
tion, and anything going on. but he 
was not really a joiner," he said. 
“If he did decide to sit down and 
discuss something with you, you 
knew you were being exposed to 
something special.”

Allen could speak of the days 
when tire county was predomi­
nantly agricultural.

"He explained by detail how tire 
cattle were moved around Citrus 
County by the seasons of the year." 
Benton said.

Mr. Allen is survived by his 
wife. Shirlev: three sons, Elwood 
J., Plano. Texas, Vein A., Weeki 
Wachee, and Charles H. Jr., Talla­
hassee: a stepson, Rhett Waters, 
Hernando; two stepdaughters, 
Deirdra Buggle, Warner Robins, 
Ga., and Maj. Toni May, Shamong, 
NJ.: a brother, George J., Crystal 
River; and 15 grandchildren.

Wilder-Fountains Funeral 
Home is handling arrangements. 
Friends can visit the chapel from 6 
to 8 p.m. Friday. A memorial ser­
vice is scheduled for 11 a.m. Satur­
day at First United Methodist 
Church of Homosassa.

Burial will follow at Magnolia 
Cemetery in Lecanto.

____Charles Allen 
progressive enough to begin computerizing the was elected 
property appraiser’s office.__________________property

"Charles treasured the history of Citrus appraiser in 
County as well as bringing real modernization," 1976 and 

resigned in 
1990. He died 

Please sea ALLEN Page 5 Tuesdayat71.

cancer in the late 1980s, as he considered 
resigning from his appraiser’s job. Recently, he 
had battled Alzheimer’s disease.

'The Charles we knew and loved has been 
gone for several years,” Schultz said.

He called his friend "one of those transition 
people.”

Allen could talk about the days when milk 
was delivered to homes in Homosassa, where 
there were no paved streets. And yet he was

JO CONTACT US ABOUT NEWS:
U By phone: Inverness, 860-7300;

By fax: Inverness, 860-7320;
Crystal River, 860-7349
By e-mail: citrus@sptimes.com

Brooksville. He was a retired Air Force major 
who served in World War II.

Mr. Allen also was a member and past 
president of the Citrus County Historical Soci­
ety, a job he enjoyed, Schultz said. That was at 
least partly because of his own deep roots in the 
community. At the time of his retirement, Mr. 
Allen said his family comprised some of the 
original residents of Crystal River.

His family members have held a variety of 
government posts within the community. One 
brother, George, once served as the county’s 
emergency management director. Another, the 
late Hugh Allen, was a Crystal River City Coun­
cil member.

Mr. Allen also was a member of the Interna­
tional Association of Appraiser Officers.

Mr. Allen had survived a serious bout with

Schultz and other friends 
used the same term to 
describe Allen — gentleman.

“Charles met every defini­
tion that we’d learned from 
movies and novels of what a 
true Southern gentleman is 
supposed to behave like,” 
Schultz said. “He was a real 
live one.”

Tax Collector 
Gilstrap agreed.

“Charles was a very likable 
person, easygoing, loved people, loved 
helping people,” she said. “He always 
appeared to be a gentleman... just a - ~ 
^..oiu,, ,,a.i .oAlilJ >.nnr>nnt ” YCt

Officials remember former property appraiser
By Rick Cundiff

' Staff writer
Friends and colleagues of former 

property appraiser Charles Henry Allen 
are mourning the loss of a man they 
called a true gentleman.

Allen, 73, who died Tuesday, was bom
; in Lecanto in 1924 to one of the county’s
• founding families. He served as proper­
ty appraiser from 1976 to 1990.

Allen served in the Air Force during 
World War II, reaching the rank of major 
Before becoming a property appraiser, 
he was an administrator at the former 
Lykes Hospital, now Brooksville 
Regional Hospital.

His successor, Ron Schultz, met Allen
i in a training session for property

T H U R S D A Y ■ F E B R U A R Y I 9 , I 9 9 8 -----

Former county property appraiser dies 
By BARBARA BEHRENDT

Writer____________ _

CRYSTAL RIVER — Charles Allen, a former 
Citrus property appraiser and a fifth-generation 
resident, died Tuesday at Cypress Cove Care 
Center. He was 71.

A Lecanto native, Mr. Allen was elected 
property appraiser in 1976 and resigned in 1990. 
rhe governor, appointed Ron Schultz to com­
plete Alien's term, and Schultz has been proper­
ty appraiser ever since.

Schultz met Mr. Allen in 1976. While Allen 
won the job here. Schultz was being elected 
property appraiser in Pinellas County.

"We got to be good friends and our families 
got to be good friends," Schultz said.

Prior to working as property appraiser, Mr.
Allen was the administrator at Lykes Hospital in

mailto:citrus@sptimes.com


i.property
continued from Page 1A 
on behalf of Curtis, though Hudson de­
nied any involvement Hudson’s failed 
1990 re-election campaign was man­
aged by Curtis.

Schultz said Friday that he has dis­
cussed the situation with Martinezs ad­
ministration officials. He said that 
Allen wants to transfer his job before 
Democratic Gov.-elect Lawton Chiles 
takes office.

"There’s a whole lot of discussing go­
ing on. Everybody who is a Republican 
is trying to put something together be­
fore the governor goes out of office, 
Schultz said.

Schultz indicated that, as was the sit­
uation a year ago, Allen will not resign 
unless Martinez assures him Schultz 
will be named successor.



Charites ABBotra? 73f 
W ©rysteB Kfaer
I’-Charles Henry Allen, 73, of 
Crystal River died Tuesday, Feb. 
>17, 1998, at Cypress Cove Care 
Center. He was born in Lecanto 
fend came to Crystal River 23 years 
-ago from 
Srooksville. Mr. 
Allen was a 
■retired Air Force 1 
(Major in World J 
-War II. He was the 
Tarnier property
Appraiser in Citrus County for 14 
years and former administrator 
tfofr Lykes Hospital in Brooksville, 
.'how Brooksville Regional 
■Hospital. He was a member and 
past president of Citrus County 
Historical Society and member of 

■xhe International Association of 
-Appraiser Officers.

Surviving are his wife, Shirley 
(Johnson) Allen; three sons, 

’Elwood J. of Plano, Texas, Vem A. 
of.Weeki Wachee and Charles H. 

.Sr. of Tallahassee; one stepson, 
'Rhett Waters of Hernando; two 
stepdaughters, Deirdra Buggle of 
-Warner Robins, Ga., and Maj. Toni 
;Hay of Shamong, N.J.; one brother, 
George J. of Crystal River; and 15 
grandchildren.
v Wilder-Fountains Funeral 
Tlome, Homosassa Springs.
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Charles Allen 
deserves honor

- Dear Editor,

I see by the papers that Mr. Charles 
Allen has been elected President of 
the Citrus County Historical Society 
for its Centennial Year celebration.

They couldn’t have made a better 
qualified choice both for his fifth 
generation roots in Citrus County and 
his administration ability.

Mr. Allen is now in his second tenn 
as Citrus County Tax Appraiser and 1 
believe he ran without opposition the 
last time out and incidentally if you 
check the records, you will find that 
he has kept the cost of running ms 
department down per tax dollar 

i collected for his office and is among 
I the lowest in the state to do so.

He is always available to speak and
- answer questions on taxes for civic 

groups and in his office, and he.often 
encourages people to pay attention to 
their Government &nd vote for 
qualified people for office.

Most fetters to the Editor are 
usually very critical of our public 
officials so when you find one you 
think is doing a Jnb- let 3 CTVe 
him the credits due him.

Nelson L. Darroch 
Homosassa Springs

I
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Old ©lory with 48 stars
Charles Allen, president ot the Citrus County Historical Society, left, 
along with County Commission Chairman Alex Griffin, right, 
receives an original 48-star flag from 96 year old Dorland Van 
Duesen, a resident of Gospel Island. The flag which dates back to 
1912 was given to Mr. Van Duesen in early June of 1904 by Del Lange. 
The Historical Society has on display many old and unusual 
historical pieces in the old Courthouse. (Photo by Matthew Beck)
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They live in Mesa, Ariz.

Wedding bells ring _ _

Toni Waters weds Capt. James Hay

■
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Toni and James Hay
The couple spent a week’s vacation honeymoon, 

on a skiing trip to Vermont for their -

Toni Yvette Waters, of Las Vegas, 
Nev. and Capt. James C. Hay, Jr. of 
Glendale, Ariz. were married Satur­
day, Feb. 14, 1987 at 3 p.m. at St. 
Benedict’s Catholic Church. Father 
James Hoge officiated.

The bride is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles H. Allen, Sr., of 
Crystal River.

The groom is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C. Hay, Sr., of Pep­
perell, Mass.

Given in marriage by her father, 
the bride wore a gown with a bell­
shaped skirt of tissue faille with a 
three foot train. Embroidery-on- 
chiffon embellished the leg-of- 
mutton sleeves, scallops on the drop­
ped waist, and dainty leaves at the 
scoop neck. Her tulle, waist length 
veil descended from a Julette cap of 
lace, crystals and seed pearls.

Matron of honor was Mrs. Deirdra 
Buggle, Homosassa, sister of the 
bride. Bridesmaids were Miss Jen­
nifer Hay, Massachusetts, sister of 
the groom, Mrs. Amber Cabrera, 
Arkansas, and Mrs. Carolyn Laf­
ferty, Massachusetts, sister of the 
groom.

The bridal attendants’ dresses 
repeated the delicate embroidered 
chiffon of the bride’s gown but were 
mauve-on-mauve with double ruffles 
dropping over the shoulders and 
skirts of full chiffon.

Flower girl was Miss Melissa Hay, 
Massachusetts, sister of the groom. 
Master Beau Charles Buggle was the 
ringbearer.

Best man was Jeff Hay, 
Massachusetts, brother of the 
groom. Groomsmen were Dan 
Buggle, Homosassa, brother-in-law 
of the bride, Scott Lafferty, New Jer­
sey, brother-in-law of the groom, and 
Robert Williams, Surfside Beach, 
S.C.

A reception was held at 4 p.m. at 
the Plantation Inn Convention Cen­
ter, Crystal River, given by the 
bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Allen.
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George AOOetn,
CRYSTAL RIVER

George Jackson Allen, 75, 
Crystal River, died Friday 
evening, Feb. 25, 2005, at 
Superior 
Residences at 
Cala Hills, 
Ocala.

He was bom
July 24, 1929, .
in Lecanto, the youngest of six 
boys, to Elwood E and Eva C. 
(Jones) Allen and was a lifelong 
resident

He was a retired U.S. Army 
Green Beret veteran, serving 
in the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. He served with the 82nd 
Airborne and received the 
Bronze Star. He graduated 
from Russian Language School 
at the Presidio in Monterey, 
Calif., and received a bache­
lor’s degree from Campbell 
University in North Carolina.

Mr. Allen was the director of 
emergency management for 
Citrus County from 1975 to 
1990. He was instrumental in 
bringing 911 to the area, as well 
as bringing the National Guard 
Armory to Crystal River. He 
made generous donations 
(including an island in Ozello) 
to the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Citrus County, and served on 
its board of directors. He also 
served on the Emergency 
Planning Committee, the Red 
Cross and the board of direc­
tors for the Citrus County 
Blood Bank

He was Christian. He 
enjoyed traveling, fishing, play­
ing cards and gambling in Las 
Vegas.

He is survived by his wife, 
Janet Allen of Crystal River; 
three daughters, Victoria 
McCranie, Sarah and Eva 
Allen; and grandsons J.D. and 
Jared Gusha.

Strickland Funeral Home, 
Crystal River.
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emergency post
In the 14‘/2 

years he’s 
spent on the 
job, Allen has 
seen major 
changes in Cit­
rus County and 
has contributed 
to many of 
them.

Allen start- 
Allen ed working in

the county on Oct. 6, 1975. Back 
then, what little the county had to 
offer in the way of emergency 
preparations was housed in the 
basement of the old county court­
house.

“We had no radios, no equip­
ment, no nothing," Allen said.

Instead of radio dispatchers, 
volunteer firefighters were sent on 
calls over citizen's band radios. 
Rusty Harry, Allen’s long-time sec­
retary, sat at a desk in the base­
ment's hallway.

It was a far cry from the high- 
technology, computerized Emer­
gency Management Operations 
center that opened in Lecanto a 
year and a half ago.

Allen considers the center one 
of his biggest accomplishments. 
The 911 system that accompanied 
it is another.

“When we first started talking 
about 911 around '75, '76, people

By STEVE ORLANDO 
Tribune Staff Writer

LECANTO — George Allen 
still remembers his first brush 
with international relations.

As a young U.S. Army sergeant 
stationed in Berlin, Allen was 
walking along the newly erected 
Berlin Wall when he ran across a 
Soviet soldier guarding a war me­
morial at the Brandenburg Gate.

Allen, who had recently attend­
ed the military language school in 
Monterey, Calif., decided to get 
the soldier's attention by shouting 
the command to present arms — 
in Russian.

“When he turned to present 
arms and saw I was an American, 
his face turned about as red as 
that phone book,” Allen said, 
laughing at the recollection.

Alien's diplomatic skills have 
gone through some refining since 
then. Today, he likes the motto 
"Emergency Management is an In­
ternational Affair."

At a conference in Homosassa 
in October, Allen met with coun­
terparts from four nations — in­
cluding the Soviet Union. That, he 
said, was a proud moment.

The 60-year-old director of Cit­
rus County Emergency Manage­
ment spent his last day at work 
Friday and will officially step 
down April 1.

A roast in his honor was sched­
uled for Friday night. See EMERGENCY, Page 4

Emei^encyiaifectbr retires
In the early 1960s, he went to 

Germany, and later served two 
tours in Vietnam. Another tour took 
mm to Japan again before he left 
the service in 1974 as a warrant of­
ficer and returned to Citrus County 

In retirement, Allen 
plans to stay as active as possible in 
emergency management.
he said1 not8oingI°jusl 8° fishing,"

Part of a planned trip to Europe 
may be devoted to meeting with 
wTf,rrenCy planning officials in 
, est Germany. Allen hopes to bring 
home some knowledge to share with 
officials here, although that mav de­
mem °n the attilude of his replace-

"Some people like outside assis-

were saying, 'What’s that? We don’t 
need it,”' he said.
ofthinkmg.ab,etOChan8e thattype 

ren^ithAhn'P fr°m thE Ke* Training 
r-A !n. Was able t0 establish 

Citrus County s plans for helping the 
handicapped during emergencies — 

, the first such plan in the United 
. states to be approved by the Feder- 
r al Emergency Management Admin­

istration.
) Allen was born in Lecanto, 
t quit school just shy of graduation to 

join the Army, where he would 
spend the next 27 years.— 12 of 
hem in Japan — and would meet 

his wife, Janet.
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■ *■

—- a.

•X

everyone.
’ ■. "'i togovernment is trying

Allen said that one important 
angle about his job now is to

Sarah, 23, Eva, 20 and Vickie 
15.

- '

civil defense director for Citrus federal dollar go further.' 
County, was recently named 
president of the state civil 
defense directors association.
[Staff Photo]

c
■ v— .•. ■ -i.

the state association of civil 
defense directors, he is trying

give counties ........ -------
control over the administrative 
handling of funds during a 
disaster.

The civil defense director

has 18 sites that would be 
prime targets for nuclear 
attacks if we ever went to war 
with the Russians. The closest 
attack area would undoubtedly 
be McDill Airforce Base in 
Tampa which does possess 
return strike capability.

If a war was ever likely, 
Allen says that 60,000 residents 
from Hillsborough County 
would be evacuated to Citrus 
County before an attack oc­
curred. Part of Allen’s job is to 
see to it that Citrus County is 
ready to handle the new 
residents.

follow the simple advice, 
between 30 to 50 million 
American lives could be saved 
in an all out attack.

“The federal government 
has definitely been negligent in 
not disseminating this in­
formation to everyone,” Allen 
said.

Alien’s background in the 
Army has made him an in­
telligent choice as Citrus

, . „ - . , , „ , UCldltbC OCX VC G UUUUlt,pushed by President Carter.
Carter is attempting to pose. Civil defense direcurs 
streamline the civil, defense are thus getting more invoked 
business and the extraordinary in natural d.. 
number of federal agencies preparedness 
that are involved in planning prevention programs.

the federal government $1,000 
per household to rehouse a 
family after a disaster. When 

| local civil defense agencies 
I have been given the chance to 

■ carry out that same respon- 
; sibility, they have managed to

President; W@rks For Streamlining
By GERARD MULLIGAN 

Chronicle Editor
George Allen has a job that 

he hopes he will never be called 
upon to perform. He works 
everyday, planning, talking 
and educating people about his 
job. But he hopes his work will 
never really be needed in 
Citrus County.

Allen is director of the 
county civil defense program 
and in 1979 is president of the 
Florida civil defense directors 
for all 67 counties.

Operating out of the bottom 
floor of the new county cour­
thouse in Inverness, the 27 year 
Army veteran is preparing 
Citrus County for the day he, 
and everyone who works for 
him, hopes never comes.

The possibilities of an all out 
nuclear attack on the United 
States seem less likely than 
they did when the cold war was 
in full swing 15 years ago. The 
Cuban Missile Crisis in 1963 
has put a scare in many j 
Floridians that is hard to 
forget. If disaster ever came, i- ..j* 
we would be vulnerable.

According to Allen, Florida j ' 
TO TTrotllrl Ha

PREPARED — George Allen,

days only one percent of the 
original radiation would 
remain. After two weeks that 
amount would be reduced to 
one tenth of one percent.

Distance from the nuclear 
attack is another important 
matter. The further away you 
are from a nuclear explosion, 
the more likely you are to 
survive. That is why the 
evacuation of Hillsborough 
County residents to Citrus 
County would be so important.

According to Allen the last 
word to remember is mass. 
Anything of weight cuts down ' 
on the amount of radiation that J 
can reach you. Allen, whose f 
headquarters on the bottom 
floor of the courthouse has a( 
double concrete wall protec-

defense director says that 
because of interagency
politics, many tasks are -----j---------- -
duplicated by separate the agency’s switchboard, 
departments of government. The civil defense : 
Allen said that as president of system that would be used 
4i__ ____ :«*:— nil residents of a nucle

attack is also jointly used by

for a nuclear war. The civil county fire commission has an 
office in the civil defense 
section of the courthouse and 
many fires are now reported to

siren 
________ ____ 1 to

notify all residents of a nuclear 
.ense uc attack is also jointly used by
push legislation that would various fire departments m the 
/e counties more direct county. Matching federal funds 

are used to purchase a number 
of the sirens around Citrus.

Allen stated that a major 
part of his job as Citrus County 

------ - , .... Civil Defense director and the
pointed out that recent studies ident of the state group is 
have shown that is would cost P he)p educate the people of 

Florida about what to do if a 
nuclear attack ever occurs. 
Allen said the government has 
totally given up on the concept ---------- ----------- ------ r------
of building bomb shelters for tion, said residents should keep 1
residents because of the as much mass between them
exorbitant cost. According to a and the outside world as

. do it for a small percentage of recentstudy, it would take five possible. Allen suggestec
tnecost. re of county’s total living in the inner mosl

| We want to get as many Qross National Product to hallways of the home foi 
functions as possible com- bomb shelters for several days after the attack.
Pleted °V. !•" fe? everyone. The civil defense directoi

Instead, Allen says, the says that if Americans would 
a 'trying to f**ll**«*. ocItmoo

educate residents what they 
should do if an attack takes 
place. Allen, who has taught 
several classes at area schools 
and hopes to address more 
community groups in the near 
future, says there are three 
important words to remember 
if there is a nuclear attack - 
time, distance and mass.

Time is important because telligent choice as 
the effects of the radiation County’s civil defense director, 
decrease each day. If a person He did everything from kitchen 
can hide in a safe place for work to intelligence operations 
several days, the possibilities while in the service. He lives in 
of a Citrus County resident Citrus County with his wife 
being effected by radiation Janet and has three children, 
from a nuclear attack in *•—■- —1
Tampa are slim. After two

disasior 
and fire 

l^ie

Allen. “The people in the 
community are aware of what 
action is needed to solve in­
dividual problems. They 
should be held accountable, but 
they should be able to mate the 
CozJottoI rlollov* rm 411T*r Vi or*

Allen said ~the state civil 
defense directors feel thit 75 
cents of every federal dillar 
allocated for civil defense 
should go to county directors.

The Citrus County nsiive 
said Carter is now intent hat 

—a----- „ funds allocated for dvil
follow the new programs being defense serve a double pir- 
nnt<haA hv PrCwtiHpnt Csrfpr

attempting to pose. Civil defense direcursCarter
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SWITCHBOARD — George Allen looks over the shoulder of employee Paul Garrecht at thi 
civil defense switchhoard on the bottom floor of the county courthouse in Inverness.
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way accidents involving radioactive materi- 

that has been given the responsibility of helping

Allen is a product of a long-standing Cit­
rus County family. Great-grandfather 
Charles Early Allen headed one of eight 

tial of the Lecanto area and decided "to set­
tle in the area. Grandfather Charles E.

rs as me coum.y» Allen and father Elwood F. Allen (whose
officer. (Although the county hired death in May 1974 was a contributing factor

were born and raised in this county, and in 
.. -2  ' area.
Alien left the area in 1947 after drop-

there will be an attack ... it may not come 
in my lifetime, but it will definitely take 
place,” he says.

A misdirected missile aimed for a target 
such as Tampa’s MacDill Air Force Base 
could impact in or near this county, Allen

/' Jt sa -’a aj-
bad thoughts-—for Wu
By PJ1ICHAEL MOORE
Cltruo-Horncndo Timos Staff Writer _

INVERNESS
George J. “Jack” Allen was serving with

the U.S. Army in Berlin when the concrete
! wall between East and West was being w— ------ - --- --- - .i -lx says, or a secondary target such as the

“They would just line up troops on one Florida Power facilities near Crystal River 
side and we would line up troops on the oth- could be programmed into a foreign missile, 
er side ” he says. “If one idiot had fired a The possibility of foreign attack is one 
few shots it would have started a war. I was among a variety of other potential Rasters 
really amazed that somebody didn’t pull - ranging from killer hurricanes to high- 
the trigger.” way accidents involving radioactive maten-

The Berlin experience was one among al or large numbers of injuries — that Allen 
many during a 27-year Army career that has been given the responsibility of helping 
molded Allen into the man that retired as a the county prepare itself for.
warrant officer in September 1974. Twenty Allen is a product of a long-standing Cit- 
of those years were spent on overseas as- rus County family.. Great-grandfather

6 Allen returned to the county his family families that recognized the farming poten-
, . • . __ < 1 x * I _ r xL - I — — — h in r. n r. rmiri ci . /t CAT —had helped pioneer, and just over a montn

, ago was selected by Citrus County commis- 
sioners as the county’s disaster prepared­
ness officer. (Although the county hired ueaui in™,

' him, half of his $8,400 salary is paid by the to Allen s decision to retire from the Army)

'. 8 It’s a job that calls for preparations that turn helped develop the
would allow the maximum number of peo- Allen left t..e area ir

■ pie to survive a nuclear attack, and Allen ping out of high school. He returned with a 
believes the potential for such an attack is college degree, skills in the Russian lan- 

| real The “idiot" that will pull the trigger guage developed during a year of study at 
will emerge he believes. - the defense language institute, and deco-

i “No one’individual in the United States rated with 20_differentribb^
i can trigger a nuclear attack . . . however h;= cc...cc :r. ccur.tr::: :r.c.u, 
i some of the other countries are not as well Germany, Korea, and the republic of China.

safeguarded as we are,” Allen says, and oth- Among the 
er nations can be expected to have nuclear an- an air r 
strike capabilities in future years.

“I FEEL that someday in the future

the defense language institute, and deco- 

his service in countries including Japan, 
U, illlU LUC icyuuiiu vi viuuu.

» awards are four Bronze Stars 
and an air medal.

ccur.tr
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&&It's when you win a couple of

one said you could, that gives you
feeling of accomplishment.... I couldn’t
have done anything without the

■ support of other key figures.^
George Allen

O’

“When I retired from the service, I 
knew I wanted to do something in terms 
of improving public safety,” Allen said.

He began working from a desk in a 
hallway in the basement of the Old 
Courthouse in Inverness, eventually 
moved to the basement operations cen-

1 *

controversial things like that, when no 
a

tei in the New Courthouse and recently 
moved to the new county Emergency 
Operations Center in Lecanto after his 
office came under the sheriffs depart­
ment

During his tenure, Allen said he was 
able to help the fire departments to I 
apply for radio frequencies that would 
improve communication over the CB 
radios used in the ‘70s. Allen also 
applied for and received disaster relief 
for commercial fishermen following a 
freeze in 1977.

“It’s when you win a couple of controv­
ersial things like that, when no one said 
you could, that gives you a feeling of 
accomplishment,” he said. “I don’t 
deserve all the credit because I couldn’t 
have done anything without the support 
of other key figures.”

Allen was bom and reared in Citrus 
County and said he presently has no 
intention of leaving the area.

> feg&waD 1
George Allen says 10-4 to retirement
By Diana Johnson
Staff writer

After 14 % years as Citrus County 
Emergency Management Director, 
George Allen is stepping down.

“I just decided I wanted to go and 
smell the roses,” said Allen, who will 
retire April 1.

An 11-day voyage to Japan planned 
later this month will be the first of many 
trips Allen said he hopes to make. But he 
will continue to work in some capacity as 
a volunteer in the county, he said.

Since joining county government
Allen has been a key figure in the ruS County in 1975 when he retired from 
county’s disaster preparedness, includ- the Army after over 26 years of service, 
ing planning for hurricanes and nuclear He said that in the service he worked 
accident readiness and drills for the —
Florida Power Corp, nuclear station ese World War n criminals as well being 
near Crystal River.

Allen applied for the job as 
emergency management director of Cit-

He said that in the service he worked 
with a special military group with Japan-

a member of the military police. He 
served tours of duty during the Korean 
and Vietnam War.
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hallway in the basement of the Old 
Courthouse in Inverness, eventually 
moved to the basement operations cen-

one said you could, that gives you

Allen was bom and reared in Citrus 
County and said he presently has no 
intention of leaving the area.

Florida Power Corp, nuclear station ese World War II criminals as well being 
near Crystal River.

Allen applied for the job as
emergency management director of Cit-

tei in the New Courthouse and recently ' 
moved to the new county Emergency 
Operations Center in Lecanto after his 
office came under the sheriffs depart­
ment

During his tenure, Allen said he was 
able to help the fire departments to 
apply for radio frequencies that would 
improve communication over the CB 
radios used in the ‘70s. Allen also 
applied for and received disaster relief 
for commercial fishermen following a 
freeze in 1977.

“It’s when you win a couple of controv­
ersial things like that when no one said

support of other key figures.^
J (Seorge Men 

controversial things like that, when no
a

»Regional news
George Allen says 10-4 to retirement

€7 ° ____________________________ _ tei in the New Courthouse and recently I

mt’s when you win a couple of
By Bianta felwtsOT
Staff writer

After 14 !4 years as Citrus County 
Emergency Management Director, 
George Allen is stepping down.

“I just decided I wanted to go and 
smell the roses,” said Allen, who will 
retire April 1.

An 11-day voyage to Japan planned 
later this month will be the first of many 
trips Allen said he hopes to make. But he 
will continue to work in some capacity as 
a volunteer in the county, he said.___________________________ ________=________

Since joining county government you couidTthat gives you a feeling of
Allen has been a key figure in the rus County in 1975 when he retired from “When 1 retired from me sennce, accomplishment," he said. “I don t 
county’s disaster preparedness, includ- the Army after over 26 years of service, knew I wanted to do something in terms deserve all credit because I couldn’t 
ing planning for hurricanes and nuclear He said that in the service he worked of improving public safety, Allen said. have done anything without the support 
accident readiness and drills for the with a special military group with Japan- working from a desk in a of other key figures."
Florida Power Corp, nuclear station ese World War II criminals as well being working Allen was bom and reared in Citrus

a member of the military police. He 
served tours of duty during the Korean 
and Vietnam War.
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lian Waugh of Ft. Myers, Fla.;
---------- , -t-. , -------5 ^on; Margie Haley and Phillip 
ored with a 50th Wedding Anni- "Tinker” Allen of Lecanto, 
versary Celebration on Saturday, These two very special people 
July 7, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Key joinec| han(js jn marriage on July

has touched ’many lives in Citrus 
County.

Allens ©otebrat® 5® years ©f marriage
“Bud” Allen of Crystal River; Lil­
lian Waugh of Ft. Myers, Fla.;

Haley and Phillip 
“Tinker” Allen of Lecanto.

These two very special people

6, 1940. Their warmth and love

ST:' WF1'"'

____________
Horace and Pauline Alien

Horace and Pauline Allen, both 
natives of Citrus County who were 
bom and raised here, were L~.. 
ored with a 50th Wedding Anni­
versary Celebration on Saturday,

Training Center in Lecanto.
The party was given by the 

Alien’s children who are: Horace
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A cousin, Ruth Christ 
Lecanto, said Mrs. Allen married 
into another pioneer family, 
Edward and Eva Allen, whose 
sons Horace, George and Charles 
were well known in the communi­
ty.

“Pauline was a person who real­
ly liked to talk about Citrus County 
history,” Christ said. “She had a 
head full of it People would get in

and attended school.
Allen said she was an active 

member of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy 
Citrus County Chapter, the 
Citrus County Cattlemen’s 
Association, and also served on 
the Key Training Center Board 
of Directors.

Mrs. Allen was well 
known in the area, 
having driven a 
school bus for about, 
25 years, her son said, 
and some of the chil­
dren she carried to 
school offered their 
condolences Tuesday 
after hearing of her 
death.

Allen said his 
mother was especial­
ly looking forward to 
the graduation of his 
oldest son, Jeremy, 
Tuesday at Citrus 
High School.

Though a member 
of the Gulf-To-Lake Baptist 
Church, Allen said he believed 
the funeral service may be at 
the Providence Baptist Church 
on land donated to the church 
by the Allen family.

Surviving along with Phillip 
Allen are his brother, Horace Jr. 
and sisters Margaret and Lillian.

touch with her about history and 
she always had a story to tell.”

Christ said she especially 
recalled how her cousin would 
tell about how her grandfather 
Stephenson was killed in a hold­
up along with another young man 
by a band of hoodlums from an 
early phosphate mine.

Christ said her special bond to 
Mrs. Allen was being included in 
family gatherings from the time 
the couple was first married July 
6,1936.

FYmeral arrangements are 
pending at the Wilder-Fountains 
Funeral Home in Homosassa.

Pauline Allesi 
was related to 
three pioneer 
(families: Allen, 
Edwards and 

about, the lack of Stephenson, 
grass and feed, 
because it’s so dry,” he said, 
recalling their conversation 
Monday evening.

“She was an extremely good 
woman, didn’t know a stranger. 
She would bend over backwards 
to help anyone,” Allen said.

Mrs. Allen was a direct 
descendant of the Edwards and 
Stephenson pioneer families of 
Inverness, where she was born

Pioneer descendant
• Pauline Allen, 77, dies

By Julianne Munn 
Staff writer

Funeral arrangements will be 
made today for Pauline 
(Edwards) Allen, 77, the descen­
dant of several pioneer families 
in Citrus County.

Mrs. Allen, the wife of the late 
Horace Allen who 
died in 1992, died 
early Tuesday at her 
home in Lecanto, 
according to her son, 
Phillip Allen.

Allen said his 
mother accompanied 
him to pen up cattle 
on their farm Monday 
night and seemed all 
right when he 
dropped her off at 
her home, but she 
died sometime early 
Tuesday.

“We were worried
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.Vi the other families had children in the households. John 
Steward had one child at home as well as a man over ninety. 
The remainder of the couples had two or more children; five 
had nine in each of their families; and Alexander Campbell had 
twelve. Like the previous group, middle-aged couples tended to 
have large families and few slaves. Twenty-one men in the 
forty-fifty category owned slaves. Other than John Bryan, the 
owners of many slaves were John Hall and Samuel M. Clyatt, 
each with seven, William McMullen with eight, and S. E. Swilley ■ 
with fourteen. Jonathan Knight owned four, two men and two 
women; Sion Hall, Isbin Giddens, and Joshua Kemp had three. 
Of the four owners of single female slaves, John Jordan had 
only a little girl less than ten years old. Matthew Allbritton 
listed a middle-aged woman, three young men, and a fifty-five to 
i hundred-year-old free person of color; Emanuel Grinner 
counted one male slave and a young man and a young woman, 
both free.

Circumstances changed yet again with the fifty to sixty-year- 
old men and women. Young women in the households were 
more likely to be daughters than wives. Of the forty-seven heads 
of households listed in this bracket, two, William Carlisle and 
Henry Castleberry, seemed to have been widowers, but three, 
Elijah Folsom, Lewis Roberts, and William Jones, had young 
women and young children at home. Nine men had wives in 
their thirties, and eighteen married women who were then in 
their forties. Fifteen men had wives of approximately their own 
ages. Only John Jones, Senior, and his wife lived by themselves; 
only Thomas Ramsey and John Lankford, Senior, had young 
people over fifteen at home. All the other families had younger 
children, ranging from the two each of Willis Numan, Joshua 
Plan, Hugh Chancy, and John Dees to the eleven each of Robert 
McCall and John Matthis, Senior. Eleven men were slave owners; 
Burten Branch had one woman who had a child to care for his 
family of ten; Henry H. Hightower owned a couple to attend his 
wife and infant. V^illiam-^aiif^^Qgs^sseifW^SnHR^^^eiStC

; Lawrence Folsom had only six in his
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feet firmly planted

■s’

•fV. -Vi* i- v.. * '>'Wa

"'committee which determined upon Mount Zion, an old Indian 
ste, for tent poles and grain mortars were still there. Sion and

■ Enoch Hall gave a portion of their Lot Number 271, District 12, 
no the Methodists for their meeting ground. They made the deed 
to William Blair, William Hendry, Lawrence Folsom, James J. 
Joyce, and William G. Hall, and the donors specified "that the 
atebe “occupied as a place of religious worship but whenever it 
ihall be deserted ... it shall . .. revert to Sion Hall & Enoch 
Hail.”13

In the autumn of 1829, after the crops were in, seven families 
jet up their tents in the wooded area at Mount Zion. They were 
the Reverend Joshua Platt and Hamilton Sharpe, William and

feet firmly planted on the wide floor boards, the congregation 
ar on the pews, each a single plank. The women of the church 
had scrubbed down with potash and homemade soap both pews 
nd flooring, and the wood had a soft, silvery sheen. The pulpit 
was seven feet long, twelve inches wide, and two inches thick; 
three to five preachers sat on a long bench behind the pulpit 
until each had his turn to address the assembly. The exhorter 
then paced up and down the generous space provided, and he 
held forth for two hours before the next speaker had his chance. 
Listeners came and went; mothers carried out crying babies; 
little boys believed that they would starve to death before they 
could get outside to the loaded dinner tables that were as much 
i part of Big Meeting as the preaching. Burnt Church was the 
oldest Baptist church between Appling and Grady counties, and 
i fostered daughter churches at Bethel, now in Brooks County, 
Antioch and Wayfare, both at present in Echols.12

Since 1824 there had been Methodists in the county. The 
Halls and the Pikes, the Barrs, the Joyces, and the Morrisons 
znled in the northwest section. Joined by the Campbells, the 
Hendrys, and the McRaes by 1828, the devout listened to the 
sermons of Hamilton Sharpe and Henry Blair, both local 
teachers. The Methodists wished to have a place to hold the 
amp meetings which were characteristic of their denomination. 
William Blair, William Hardy, and Hamilton Sharpe formed the
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down beside her on the left-hand side; the preacher stopped 
mid-sermon and ordered him to the right row 
Despite such strictures, Methodism thrived in

W. Davis was circuit rider of Lowndes County in 1831, from the
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John Hendry, William Blair, Lawrence Folsom and John Pike: ,,y
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from wood ashes too close to the church. The members rebuilt................ -............... ... r-
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Bishop replaced him the next year. With the establishment o: 
the Troupville circuit, one minister < 
churches. He had no fixed schedule; when he arrived at a

They held the first week-long camp meeting of preaching, sing­
ing, and picnicking. The Methodists incorporated the Mount 
Zion Camp Ground in 1833, and William Blair, Randal Folsom. 
William Hendry, James J. and John Jordan became trustees. 
Eventually, people came to the meetings from a twenty-square- 
mile area extending from Greenville, Florida, to Nashville, 
Georgia. They gathered together the second week in October, 
and the assembly lasted from Tuesday through Sunday. A 
presiding elder assigned each preacher his time to conduct 
service, which was held at 8:00 and 11:00 in the mornings an., 
3:00 and 7:30 in the evenings. Although the ministers, some­
times as many as twelve, stayed together in a special tent, each 
had his morning worship in a family tent where he was a guest * 
for the day. Other services were in the brush arbor, a leg 
structure roofed with boards or bushes. Fire destroyed the first 
one at Mount Zion, and in 184S the people constructed a 
100 x 100 foot arbor with a hip roof, rough slab benches, and a 
pulpit for the preachers behind the altar. The meetings went on 
for years until the “crowd became too heavy for the tents. '

The Methodists also built a church of logs at Mount Zion, and 
it burned in a fire purportedly caused by slaves making potash

in 1856, using hand-hewn sills and siding. They divided the 
interior with a row of columns, and they expected the men to y 
sit on the right and the women on the left. Once a young mao j? 
“of good standing” brought an attractive girl to church and sat 
....................................... ’ ' '---------- ----------------------------------------- <--------------a

of benches.
the countv.

According to the minutes of the Methodist Conference, George 
“ ‘............................................................................................................................................ \ “ '■ $

Tallahassee District of the Georgia Conference, and George ®
■...........................   : B

supplied twenty-one

I 
& 
&
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Chapter XVIII

METHODISM IN BROOKS COUNTY

;■ ■

'■fe'-.-?
Early Methodists—The First Missionary—The First Work 
—Early Pastors—“The Old Days”—Mt. Zion Camp-Ground 

-Brooks County Circuit—The Quitman Church—Groover- 
ville Church—Concord Church—Dixie Church

’.'fe.1116 advent of the first settlers in Lowndes County came 
• J™* ‘e5r. wh° were of the Methodist connection. Among these might 

“en^oned William Blair, John Johnson, William Grantham, 
^-Sharpe, William H. Ramsey, Paul Johnson, Thomas 

CMfe. the Folsoms and Campbells and others. The earliest Methodist 
asms m Lowndes County centered in what is now Brooks Coun- 

£na aPParently, were limited for some years to present Brooks 
’£ yosBty; for that reason, the history of early Methodism in Lowndes 

;i »a part of the history of Brooks County.
■i;&; ••• 1830 1116 entire State of Georgia was under the South Caro-

Conference, including the State of Florida; but in that year 
O'"?>™ea^Per Part of Georgia was made into the “Georgia Conference,” 

COa^al area and a11 of Florida remained under the 
Carolina Conference until 1845 when the “Florida Cou­

rt- was formed and it held jurisdiction over all of Southern
1??6 Yhen the present “South Georgia Conference” 

■*** created by the General Conference.

The First Missionary

,rlth the ereation of Lowndes County came the foit ’ imon of the Tallahassee District” by the South Carolina Con- 
J,a?uary> 1825; This new work took in that vast territory 

? Florida lying west of the Suwanee River, and all of Southern 
the Okefinokee Swamp and Suwanee River westward 

5^1Alabama 1Hle- ln aI1 of thls territory there were no organized 
“eetmg. houses and it was truly a missionary work.

V °™S a DfeCt and sent Rev’ d°siah Evans 
30 **1,0111 the Presiding Elder and Pastor. It was made his business 

■•2±i?e“d a11 th? Melodist families in the territory, en-
°rgamzed cburches and camp-meetings, and 

™ P masses. It was a big job and remained so 
'CAW -f ’ nec,es.s.ltatlnf .the separation of the preacher from 
W W* 3138 £amdy’ home and kindred into the wilds and privations of a new 

“d a“?ng scattered settlers who had moved in from scores 
-f t fliEerent sections and counties and from other states, 

il'
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The privations of the early circuit-riders (as they soon became 
known) were such that the health of most of these vanguards of the 
Cross was soon broken. Subjected to bitter cold and at other times 
to unbearable heat, oftentimes with the ground as a bed at night, 
fording impassable streams, long distances between settlers and 
between preaching points, no roads, no bridges, no churches (and 
even when some were formed they were too weak to afford any 
financial help to the pastor), with many natural enemies in ad­
dition to the lurking Indian, long absences from home and kindred, 
with the heavy spiritual care of a struggling mission work upon 
their shoulders, it was no wonder that many of the early pioneer 
preachers died in the prime of life, while others had to take en­
forced “locations” on account of broken health. It was thus that the 
first young preacher sent out on the newly-established Lowndes 
Mission in 1832, died at the age of 24 years.

The work laid out in 1825 in the Tallahassee District was as fol­
lows: The territory was divided into three “missions.” Rev. Evans 
was appointed as pastor of the Tallahassee Mission (which included 
Lowndes and present Brooks County) ; the Early County Mission 
(in Georgia) was to be pastored by Rev. Morgan C. Turrentine, and 
the Chattahoochee Mission was to be pastored by Rev. John L. Jerry. 
These three Spirit-filled preachers spread the Gospel far and wide 
and many were converted through their ministry.

The South Carolina Conference was held each year in mid-winter 
usually in Columbia, S. C., and the early pastors from this section 
had to journey horseback to that distant point each year, taking 
many days to make the trip. The salary of the frontier circuit-rider 
in those early days would ordinarily average about $75.00 to $100.00 
for the whole year.

■*»< '

I ■
•. v a -

The First Work
The scene of the first Methodist activity in Lowndes County was 

in present Brooks County and centered around old Mount Zion 
Camp-Ground which came into existence as an annual affair in 
1828. The camp-meeting was a product of pioneer days, then-exist­
ing conditions giving rise to them everywhere the Methodists were 
numerous enough. It became a time when people for miles around 
in the surrounding section and all over the county could come to­
gether and mix and mingle and renew acquaintances, hear the Gospel 
preached, promote spiritual fellowship, and—incidentally, try to 
raise enough money to meet conference claims. Those who came would 
shut up home or leave trusty slaves in charge, and come and put 
up their “tents” as they were called, and with their entire families 
would spend the full week. Such was the early beginning of Mt 
Zion Camp-ground.

The beloved Hamilton W. Sharpe of Quitman, writing his remin- 
scinces of Early Methodism in 1884 in the Wesleyan Advocate, re­
called: “It was in Southern Georgia in the county then Lowndes now 
Brooks, as early as 1828 that Mount Zion Camp-ground was orga-
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nixed and the first meeting held under the management of Rev. 
Josiah Evans, Presiding Elder of the Tallahassee District, South Caro­
lina Conference”.

Mt. Zion Camp-Ground
Although the first camp-meeting was held in 1828 the deed to 

the camp-ground was not executed until 1831. The following is a copy 
of the deed to the property, made from the original by the Compiler 
of this History*:

GEORGIA, LOWNDES COUNTY :
“This Indenture made this the eighth day of November in 

the year of Christ, Eighteen Hundred and Thirty-one, between 
Sion Hall and Enoch Hall of the county and state aforesaid, of 
the one part, and William Blair, William Hendry, Lawrence 
Folsom, James J. Joyce, and Wm. G. Hall, Trustees on the part 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of the other part, Wit- 
nesseth:

“That the said Sion Hall and Enoch Hall for divers good.
■ causes do hereby give, grant, release and bequeath unto the 

aforesaid Trustees and. to their successors in office, for and as 
a place of religious worship to be held and claimed, to be pos­
sessed and owned and to be used by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that plat of land whereon the Camps are now situated, 
to be marked and designated as follows: Commencing with the 
west north-and-south line of the tract of land which according 
to original survey is known as Lot No. (271) Two Hundred and 
Seventy-one in the 12th District of the County aforesaid, to 
run East from the aforesaid line on the North and South side 

t <. of the Encampment forty feet from the outer side of the several 
camps and to include the church and burying-ground, to con- 

>. tain six acres, more or less.
“TO HAVE AND TO HOLD with all the rights, members 

and appurtenances belonging to or appertaining to the afore­
said plat or premises so long as the aforesaid plat shall be oc­
cupied as a place of religious worship, but then and whenever 
it shall be deserted as a place of religious worship this title 
shall be of no effect but revert back and become the property 
of the aforesaid Enoch Hall and Sion Hall and to their own 
use and benefit. But while it shall or may be used as a place 
of worship we the aforesaid Sion Hall and Enoch Hall will war­
rant and defend the aforesaid plat from the claims of ourselves 
and all and every other person or persons whatsoever, in fee 
simple; unto the said Trustees and to their successors in office.

“IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our 
hands and seals in the presence of— 
DENNIS HILLS SION HALL (L.S.)
JOHN MORRISON ENOCH HALL (L.S.)

(•) This deed as will be noted, was recorded on the Lowndes County deed records 
—« 183X This record was lost when the Lowndes county deed records were burned 
About 1859, and the deed has not since been re-recorded.
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GEORGIA, LOWNDES COUNTY ■.
“In person appeared before me John Morrison ana after being 

duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he saw the witbm deed signed 
and delivered, sign the same himself as a witness and saw Dennis 
Hills sign it also as a witness.
Sworn to before me, Lowndes Co., 3 Oct. 18o2:
SEABORN RAINEY, J.P. JOHN MORRISON.

GEORGIA, LOWNDES COUNTY:
Clerk’s Office, Superior Court.
Duly registered in Book “A” 
pages 654 & 5, 26 February, 1833. 

WILLIAM SMITH, Clerk.
The late Hamilton W. Sharpe of Quitman, in 1884 published a 

series of articles in The Valdosta Times dealing with his recollections 
of ante-bellum days in old Lowndes, and m his article published 
April 12, 1884, wrote in part:

“It was, I think, as early as the fall of 1828 that the few 
scattered Methodists conceived the idea of a camp-meeting and 
a committee of three was appointed consisting of William Hemin, 
William Blair and Hamilton W. Sharpe to select a suitable place 
for the meeting, which after getting together and consulting. ■ 
was easily done. Mount Zion, the present site, was selected and 
staked off; a lovely spot in the wilderness where the savage foot 
had but recently trod, for the poles used in constructing their 
wigwams were here and there on the campus we selected, also 
the mortars in which they prepared their sofka.

“The country was new; but few roads and settlers were 
spare, but the time was set and when the appointed time arrived 
there were tents occupied by William Blair, William Hendry, 
John Hendry, Rev. Joshua Platt, H. W. Sharpe, John Pike and 
Lawrence Folsom in all seven. The church bad a pleasant and 
prosperous time and with but few exceptions the campus has 
been occupied up to a few years ago; the crowd became too 
heavy for the tents and the camp-meetings were dropped.”

The following news-item is taken from “The Independent” a week­
ly newspaper published at Quitman in 1874-75 by Major J. C. Gal­
laher, and is from the issue of October 17, 1874:

“At Morven in the northern part of this county closed on last 
Tuesday the Camp-meeting. Since the first camps were erected 
and the arbor built and consecrated to God more than for+y 
years ago. we have no fears in asserting that no meeting there 
has ever been attended by an abler corps of ministers. The Rev. 
Mr. Anthony of Americus, Rev. Mr. Sistrunk of Fort Valley, 
Rev. Mr. Austin of Thomasville, the Presiding Elder, Rev. Mr. 
McGehee of Thomasville and the Rev. Mr. Dawsey of Berrien, 
were the visiting brethren. The other ministers were our own: The
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County, Georgia, and graduated from Albany High 
School in 1925. He attended the University of Florida 
the following year. In 1926 he went to work for Hall 
Pharmacy in Inverness, where he remained two years. 
Then he went to Jacksonville and worked as shipping 
clerk for Linen Thread Company. Returning to Albany, 
Georgia, he opened a soda fountain called The Dairy 
Shop. He served as County Deputy there for a time, 
and in February, 1938, joined the police force in Albany 
and served in that capacity until October, 1942. From 
1943 to 1945 he worked for the Central of Georgia 
Railroad.

In 1946 he came to Crystal River and took a job as a 
carpenter. Seeing that there was no lumber yard or 
building supply house in the area, he and R. H. Ken­
nedy decided to fill the vacuum, and opened the 
Builder Supply Company of Crystal River. This was 
in 1949. In 1952 Mr. Allen sold his interest in the 
business to Mr. Kennedy and undertook contracting 
under the name of Allen Home Improvement Com­
pany. In 1956 he established the business he now runs 
and handles a large volume of the materials used in 
construction of new buildings in Crystal River and 
vicinity. His business and home property cover twelve 
acres.

Mr. Allen has been a charter member of the Crystal 
River Lions Club since April, 1953, was secretary 
from 1953 to 1955, and president and zone chairman 
from 1955 to 1956. He has been a director of the West 
Citrus Chamber of Commerce since 1949. A charter 
member of the Chamber of Commerce, he has been 
a director for three terms. He is a member of the Bap­
tist Church and a Democrat in politics.

Aubrey Allen, Jr., was married to Johnnie Will 
Harbuck of Terrell County, Georgia, on December 1, 

■ 1940, in Albany, Georgia. She is a daughter of John 
Rufus and Margaret Mae Cooper Harbuck. Her father 
was bom in Georgia near Cusseta, and her mother was 
bom in Alabama. Both are deceased.

/  AUBREY ALLEN, JR.

Owner and operator of Allen Improvement Com­
pany in Crystal River, Aubrey Allen, Jr. is one of 
those enterprising men who saw his opportunity in 
Florida and made the most of it.

He was bom in Albany, Georgia, June 5, 1907, son 
of Aubrey Allen, Sr., who was bom in Jasper, Florida, 
*n 1884, and died in 1938. Mr. Allen, Sr., was an 
accountant in Albany and in Citrus and Pasco counties

Florida. He returned to Georgia and was book­
keeper in the office of the sheriff of Dougherty County. 
Walter A. Allen, grandfather of our subject, was a 
gutter, publisher, and editor for thirty-five years in 
Worth and Mitchell counties in Georgia. Coming to 
'-‘earwater, he ran a drug store for a while, then 
*ent to Largo and bought the newspaper, which he 

until his death.
The mother of Aubrey, Jr., was Margaret Theresa 

"’ffey, bom in Alachua, Florida, in 1888. She died in 
1942.
^r- Allen had his early education in Dougherty


