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Soldiers of a quiet revolution
I }

School desegregation 
eased into the Bay area 
without the violence 
experienced by other regions 
of the country. But former 
students and teachers who 
were on the front lines 
remember the harsh looks 
and tense moments.

STORIES BY
NOAM M. M. NEUSNER

decades after that 1954 decision that said 
that separate schools for whites and blacks 
violated the Constitution. Like many, mainly 
Southern, school districts, school boards in 
the area avoided desegregation as long as 
possible, either by not doing anything or by 
putting forth token proposals of integration 
that made little difference.

But segregation ended quietly in Tampa 
in the fall of 1961, when Benjamin Lowry, 
the son of the Rev. A. Leon Lowry, a future 
school board member, enrolled at Bayside 
School for Handicapped Children.

“No one told me I couldn’t do it,” said
See STUDENTS, Page 3

white from black was gone, and so was the 
mystery.

“We had always been taught that [whites] 
were better, smarter and could do more than 
the average black person,” said Mary Ann 
Bullard Brown, 44, who went to Dade City's 
Pasco High School. “But we learned they 
bleed the same color as we do.”

What started almost 40 years ago when 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that segregated 
public schools were unconstitutional has run 
an unpredictable path through the lives of 
millions of the nation’s students.

In West Central Florida, integration 
didn’t begin in earnest until almost two

TAMPA 
hey were pioneers for equality — 
black children who took the first 
steps into previously all-white 

classrooms and hallways.
Their new schools had crisp textbooks, 

freshly painted walls, air conditioning and 
sturdy classroom furniture.

But being a pioneer meant getting 
scrutinized, tormented and held up as a 
representative for an entire racial group. It 
meant the invisible line that had separated



Important dates in desegregation
a desegregation plan that allows 
parents to choose where their 
children attend. Busing was not 
involved and segregation 
remained.
■ May 1964 — Six pairs of black 
parents sue the Pinellas County 
School Board, seeking admission 
of their children into segregated 
schools.
■ 1965-’66 — Following 
considerations to close down the 
entire public school system, Citrus 
County school officials start to 
desegregate the schools.
■ 1969 — Polk County schools 
receive federal orders to 
desegregate schools by creating 
and maintaining a percentage of 
black students in each school.
■ April 1971 — The U.S. Supreme 
Court upholds a court-ordered 
"busing for integration" plan in 
Charlotte, N.C.
El May 11,1971 — Federal Judge 
Ben Krentzman issues a 45-page 
order of desegregation for 
Hillsborough County, using the 
new Supreme Court guidelines. 
The plan calls for busing students 
to maintain a ratio of about 80 
percent white and 20 percent black 
at every school. Hillsborough's 
school board begins drawing up a 
new desegregation plan. A similar 
ruling during the same year 
regarding Pinellas County schools 
calls for a ratio of about 70 percent 
white and 30 percent black.
■ Aug. 31,1971 — Children attend 
integrated schools in Hillsborough 
County. On Sept. 7,1971, the 
same thing happens in Pinellas.
■ June 16,1986 — U.S. Supreme 
Court says the Norfolk, Va., school 
system no longer needs to bus 
students to achieve racial balance 
in the classroorj.

■ 1949 — Five black students 
attempt, without success, to apply 
for admission to the University of 
Florida Law School. Officials would 
not even look at the applications.
■ May 17,1954 — U.S. Supreme 
Court, in Brown vs. Board of 
Education of Topeka, rules that 
segregated systems of education 
are inherently unequal.
■ July 22, 1955 — Seventeen 
black parents petition the 
Hillsborough County School Board, 
seeking admission of their children 
into white-only schools.
■ Aug. 2,1955 — Former Gov. 
Fuller Warren says desegregation 
“is one of those things that is 
going to have to be worked out 
gradually."'
■ June 18, 1958 — A federal court 
orders the University of Florida 
Law School to accept the applica­
tion of a black student, but that 
student was not admitted. In Sep­
tember, another black student was 
accepted, integrating Florida’s 
public university system.
■ December 1958 — A lawsuit to 
end segregation, filed in Tampa on 
behalf of elementary school pupil 
Andrew Mannings, starts a 12-year 
odyssey through the state and 
federal courts. That case resulted 
in piecemeal desegregation in 
Hillsborough County.
■ September 1961 — Benjamin 
Lowry, 8, begins attending Bayside 
School for Handicapped Children. 
He is the first black child to attend 
a Tampa public school since the 
1954 Supreme Court ruling. In 
December 1961, Robert Saunders 
Jr. transfers to all-white 
MacFarlane Park Elementary 
School in Tampa.
■ September 1963 — 
Hillsborough’sischools implement
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Back to Hack schools?
Some are not willing to wait. In 

St. Petersburg, a movement is afoot 
to make Gibbs High School a pre­
dominantly black school with a pre- ' 
dominantly black faculty.

In Detroit and New York, some 
groups have pushed for public 
schools that admit only black males 
and that use primarily black male 
teachers in an attempt to provide 
these students with positive exam- . 
pies of leadership and learning.

It is, to many of the older blacks 
who fought to go to school with 
whites, an ironic twist of the logic of 
civil rights.

Still, these pioneers sympathize 
with those who see desegregation as 
incomplete. They, too, bemoan the 
loss of the all-black school. But they 
affirm the right to go to schools 
with whites because they say that’s 
the only way young blacks will get 
equal educational funding and an 
equal opportunity.

“There was a feeling that blacks 
had given up too much," said Low- ■ 
ry. “But in order to get something 
worthwhile, you have to pay a 
price.”

the Rev. Lowry, now retired after 
16 years on the school board. 
“There was no violence, no nothing. 
No one objected."

Lowry’s experience was, howev­
er, a historical hiccup until 10 years 
later, when federal court decisions 
required both Hillsborough and Pi­
nellas counties to maintain racial 
ratios in individual public schools. 
The court-ordered busing plans said 
that each Hillsborough public school 
must have 80 percent white and 20 
percent black students, and each Pi­
nellas public school must have 70 
percent white and 30 percent black 
students.

“The school board was doing as 
little as possible, but when the judge 
laid it out, it was clear,” said Harold 
Clark, 63, who helped design Hills­
borough’s desegregation plan. 
“From then on, it was just a matter 
of moving people and things.”

Clark had his own experience to 
draw upon. He remembered as a 
school administrator in Collier 
County when black students had to 
be bused 164 miles a day just so 
they would not attend an all-white 
school.

that they had finally achieved an 
equal opportunity to learn, others 
mourned the loss of what many 
called the most important institution 
of the black community: the all­
black high school.

“It was like a death in the fami­
ly," said Dorothy York, an English 
teacher at Hillsborough High and 
one of the first black members of 
its faculty.

The black high schools, with 
their traditions, faculties and alum­
ni, created a community, Lowry 
said. Teachers knew their students’ 
parents, and weren’t afraid to call 
them in if there were problems. 
Community groups met at the 
schools. The teachers were respect­
ed, the principals vaunted.

After integration, Tampa’s for­
merly all-black Blake and Middle­
ton high schools were converted to 
junior high schools, but not without 
angering a number of alumni and 
parents, some of whom picketed in 
protest. (A movement still exists to 
name a Tampa high school after 
Blake.) At previously all-black 
Gibbs High School in St. Petersburg, 
black enrollment was less than 10 
percent of the student body two 
years after integration.

Growing pains
But the logistics of court-ordered 

racial ratios did not take into ac­
count the strain of moving entire 
classrooms across town, Clark said.

Desegregation brought many 
changes. For instance, Tampa’s 
Monroe Junior High School’s nick­
name — the Rebels — had to be 
changed because of overtones to 
pre-Civil War Dixie.

Previously all-black schools that 
had been denied air conditioning, fi­
nally received it.

Some former black schools had 
chain-link fences installed around 
their perimeters, to appease white 
parents concerned that ruffians 
would hurt their children when they 
went into black neighborhoods.

In 1972, the year following the 
desegregation of Hillsborough and 
Pinellas public schools, race-related 
fights and riots occasionally broke 
out at previously all-white schools 
including Dixie Hollins and Boca 
Ciega high schools in Pinellas and 
Hillsborough High School in Tampa.

The violence between whites 
and blacks was not the only wrinkle 
in the desegregation effort.

Even as many blacks rejoiced

Challenge for teachers
Black teachers dispersed to 

schools across both Hillsborough 
and Pinellas counties so that at least 
some students had the same teach­
ers in their new schools. But as a 
result, fewer black teachers could 
serve as examples of success to 
large groups of black children.

And once they were beyond the 
confines of their community, the 
teachers, like their former students, 
experienced some racism.

"I could sense when a parent 
would not want their child to like 
me,” said York, who transferred to 
Hillsborough High in 1970. "It was 
very interesting to deal with people 
like that.”

But York, like other teachers, 
did not see her mission in terms of 
undoing years of preconceptions 
whites held about blacks.

“I never thought about winning 
over souls. I was there to do a job,” 
she said.

Many of the people who partici­
pated in that first moment of deseg­
regation feel the same way.

"We didn’t make that big a deal 
about it,” said Brown, who went to 
Pasco High. “At a certain time, we 
concluded that we were going to do

Students brought down 
racial walls in classroom

as well as we could because we i 
weren’t going anywhere [else]. We ; 
were there to stay.” '•

The goals of desegregation, how­
ever, remain wedded to the future 
of busing, a perennially heated is- •. 
sue in many Tampa Bay area com- ■ 
munities. j

Whether in Belleair or Bartow, 
the busing issue gathers new re­
cruits to a painful debate over how 
to achieve racial ratios in the class­
room.

The challenge of desegregation 
— to provide equal education re- . 
gardless of race — occupies the en­
ergies of parents and school admin-' 
istrators in the annual ritual of re­
drawing bus maps and school zones 
to meet racial quotas. Few are left ■ 
happy by the experience, wondering 
about a system that sends children 
away from their neighborhoods to 
learn.

But those who first broke down 
the racial walls in the classroom . 
say such efforts are required if the 
goal of desegregation is to be ful­
filled.

"We’re still fighting for equal op­
portunity on all levels,” said Rich­
ard Pride, of Tampa, who was 
Blake High’s principal during the ■ 
1960s. "It’s working, but gradually.”
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See TODAY’S, Page 5

ALLYN DIVITO/Tribune photo
Thomas Stockton, Paula Lee and Gary De­
dinsky, clockwise from bottom, witnessed 
integration at Gibbs High School.

Teachers: Problems 
extend beyond race

ST. PETERSBURG — Thomas Stockton knows 
what desegregation meant to Gibbs High School.

He was a social studies teacher there when it 
was an all-black school, and he stayed when white 
students came.

And when those white students arrived, so did a 
playing field, a gymnasium and, in time, a fine arts 
facility.
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□ From Page 1 ence between Gibbs and the for­
merly all-white schools where she 
had taught.

"I was appalled at the physical 
plant,” she said.

But she had no problems work­
ing at the school, and recalled that 
she commanded as much respect 
and attention as any other teacher.

That’s why she doesn’t put much 
stock in the theory that white teach­
ers can't understand black students.

Maybe sometimes race figures 
into it. But she, like her colleagues 
Stockton and Gary Dedinsky, think 
race may be an overused excuse for 
failings within the school system 
such as disruptive students, drop­
ping test scores and so forth.

Lee, 53, says that teachers 
should enter the profession for the 
love of learning, not the pay. The 
problems in today’s schools, she 
says, have to do with “teachers who

feel like they’re being paid by the 
hour. Much of this boils down to a 
personal level.”

"Sometimes, regardless of race, 
teachers can misinterpret a stu­
dent’s behavior,” said Dedinsky, 41, 
who is chairman of the social stud­
ies department at Gibbs High.

And Stockton, who still visits 
Gibbs regularly, said teachers need 
to learn that students have lives be­
yond the school walls. Some are 
wealthy, some aren’t. Some are hap­
py, some aren't. Some want to 
learn, some don’t.

“Teachers have been trained to 
teach in a utopian situation,” said 
Stockton. “With these kids, you have 
to understand their background. 
This is where we missed the point.”

In fact, these three teachers, all 
of whom taught at Gibbs High 
School during the first years of de­
segregation, don’t see their roles as

And so did the attention of white 
administrators, bean counters and 
state bureaucrats. Before desegre­
gation, he said, “black schools were 
left alone. They didn’t care what we 
did with our budgets.”

As a result, the school could 
spend more on teaching, keeping 
student-to-teacher ratios at 15 to 1, 
said Stockton, now retired. Now, the 
ratio is often 30 to 1, thanks to area 
growth and budget cuts.

The money that came with the 
white students improved school fa­
cilities, he said. But like two of his 
former colleagues, Stockton said the 
true test of education is in the quali­
ty of learning.

Paula Lee was one of only a 
handful of white teachers at Gibbs 
High, and she could tell the differ-

Today’s school problems go beyond race
anything other than teaching. And if 
anyone thought these teachers 
would stop racism, well, maybe that 
was expecting too much.

“The NAACP really thought that 
if we were with white people, [ex­
cellence] would rub off on us. That 
isn’t so," said Stockton. “Somewhere 
along the way, we missed the boat.”

Things have changed, said Stock- 
ton, and not all for the better. The 
teachers were in agreement over 
one thing: If students don't seem as 
disciplined as they used to, don’t 
blame desegregation. Blame what’s 
happened to the makeup of Ameri­
can families.

“It could be that when they lash 
out at you, they’re really lashing out 
at the parent who’s not there, the 
parent who abuses them,” said Lee. 
“Kids bring their problems to 
school, no matter what their color.”
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Mayjor Walker 
was a student 

in 1967 in 
newly 

integrated 
Pasco High 

School in Dade 
City. He now is 

a minister at 
Moore’s 

Chapel A.M.E. 
Church in St. 

Petersburg.

ST. PETERSBURG — Mayjor 
Walker is hard to miss. His towering 
frame and commanding voice make 
him easily recognizable.

Yet when he was a student in 1967 
in newly integrated Pasco High School 
in Dade City, there were plenty of 
people who didn’t want to know he was 
there.

There were the teachers who 
ignored his outstretched hand in class, 
administrators who ignored his 
complaints about racial taunts, and 
white students who, short of calling him 
racial epithets, refused to recognize his 
existence.

“For the most part, the upper crust 
treated us as though we were 
invisible,” said Walker, now a 
43-year-old minister at Moore’s Chapel 
A.M.E. Church in St. Petersburg.

So Walker returned the favor. He 
wouldn’t tip his hat to whites. He 
wouldn’t get off the sidewalk when 
whites walked by. He once was 
arrested for not getting off a school bus 
because the driver wouldn’t take him to 
his stop.

He remembers every taunt and 
every person who taunted him.

For Walker, going to a white school
I

Former student endured taunts
was a choice he and his parents made. 
Pasco’s blacks, most of whom lived in 
Dade City, were given the choice by 
the school board to attend white 
schools. Only 11 went to Pasco High 
School.

"There was pressure [from whites 
and blacks] not to go,” he recalled. "It 
was in the back of our minds that we 
were representing every black person 
in the world.”

But Walker had no problem with 
that.

"I wasn’t reluctant to go, but I can’t 
say why,” he said. "A few years ago, I 
would have said I was caught up in the 
tide of history. I don’t even believe that 
anymore.”

What he found was history, but not 
the kind you change. Walker said Dade 
City had a long history of racism, and 
no group of black students was going to 
alter that.

He admits now that he thought then 
he would make people see that blacks 
were no different than whites.

"It was a naive notion. I guess we 
went to teach people that we weren’t 
different. I don’t think I knew the word 
‘racism’ then.”

ALLYN DIVITO/Tribuno photo



blacks and whites, the resistance to busing and 
even the opposition in some quarters of the black 
community to his plans, desegregation succeeded 
in its most basic goal.

"After three years, things returned to normal. 
Kids were getting what they needed. But we’re 
still far from changing attitudes or behavior 
about race," he said.

Some people, Clark said, are disappointed 
that many black students, under desegregation, 
haven't really blossomed. But blaming desegrega­
tion for that would be a mistake, he said.

"Black parents thought that if they could 
achieve desegregation, everything would be OK,” 
he said. "I don’t think anybody anticipated the

School desegregation required a negotiator’s skills
things that have happened since.

“Even if we had stayed in the all-black 
schools, things would never have stayed that way 
forever,” he said.

Among the major changes, he cited the de­
cline of two-parent black families and the disper­
sion of black teachers to hundreds of, rather 
than a few, schools.

He rejected the idea that blacks need to have 
their own schools to foster self-pride. Rather, he 
said, what happened during integration was what 
the black community has always needed to learn.

“Black people in a desegregated society must 
learn to be a minority," he said. "That’s the way 
the country is.” r

□ From Page 1

As a human relations specialist, he had to quell 
violent flare-ups, soothe sore feelings and occa­
sionally lay down the bureaucratic law.

But Clark, 63, who is now retired and cruises 
flea markets to add to his collection of glass or­
naments and containers, didn’t see himself as a 
healer of racial tensions.

"This wasn’t at all about mixing the races," 
he said in his Tampa home. “The reason for 
desegregation was to give black children equal 
access to an education.”

And he believes, to this day, that despite the 
occasional violence, the estrangement between



See SCHOOL, Page 5

DAVID KADLUBOWSKI/Tribune photo 
Retired school counselor Harold 
Clark looks at a scrapbook.

Desegregation 
succeeded, says 
former counselor

TAMPA — Harold Clark, one of the 
people who drew up Hillsborough 
County’s desegregation plan, learned to 
be very patient.

He even was patient when he 
negotiated with a group of white 
students at Hillsborough High School, 
the self-nicknamed “Rowdy Boys,” 
who threatened a riot against black 
students during the first year of 
desegregated schools. Their 
complaint?

They heard the black students were 
planning a riot themselves.

“I did a helluva lot of listening,” 
Clark said.

Eventually, he worked out a 
compromise. Leaders from the two 
groups met, smoothing over some of 
the problems.

To Clark, it was one of several 
incidents that required his attention.
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“These kids have no respect for 
teachers, for nothing,” he said.

And while he would not support 
turning back the clock on desegre­
gation, he said black students in 
particular need to take pride in 
their schools and in their people. 
When he was a student, Robinson 
took those things for granted.

“We were taught to cherish our 
past, our history [in the black 
schools]," he said. "When we came 
over the line, we lost that.”

School janitor laments lack of respect
“In the black schools, we had to 

learn to respect what we had. We 
didn’t get things fixed right away, 
like they did in the white schools,” 
Robinson said.

Now, as a janitor, he sees de­
struction wrought by both black and 
white students. That a black child 
would damage school property 
pains him.

a From Page 1
observed that both blacks and 
whites had some adjusting to do.

Some of his white friends would 
not talk to him outside school, espe­
cially if their parents were present.

But for blacks, he said, the 
change was, in many ways, more 
profound.
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Lack of pride 
in history irks 
former student

PLANT CITY — Going to a 
previously all-white school meant a 
lot of things to James Robinson.

Crisp textbooks. Racial epithets 
shouted at him in hallways. New 
opportunities. And the end of a 
chapter of black history.

Robinson, now 35, was one of 
the black children who welcomed 
whites into Marshall Junior High 
School in 1969. Two years later, he 
was one of many black children to 
integrate Turkey Creek High 
School — but not before the Ku 
Klux Klan registered its 
disapproval by burning a cross on 
the school’s front lawn the day 
before classes began.

That, however, was the only 
moment of high drama during 
school integration in Plant City.

“There was no big fanfare,” he 
said. “Everyone seemed to feel 
that this was the way it was going 
to be, so why not get used to it?” 

But Robinson, now the head 
janitor at Marshall Junior High,

DAVE GEIGER/Tribuno photo
James Robinson, 35, now 
works where he attended 
junior high school.
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The American Scene

black men in Sunday-go-to-meetin’ 
suits, and talked about the weather.

One elderly white man, his ac­
cent bleached away by too much 
time in the North, tested the grip of 
a young black man who still made 
his living from the Carolina soil.

Later, the gathering of some 150 
people sat together under the trees 
and listened as Fred Alston Jr., a 
classical musician and descendant 
of slaves, filled the air with the sad,

By RICK BRAGG 
of The New York Times

INEZ. N.C. — Fashioned by the 
hands of slaves, the elegant old 
plantation house was built to endure 
time.

On the wide veranda, Jeff Al­
ston, 20, a black man from Philadel­
phia, rocked slowly in a cane-bot- 
tomed chair and wondered how he 
was supposed to feel.

“I know I felt something; I don’t 
know if it was painful," Alston said 
after climbing the steps to this old 
house built with the sweat of his an-

what seemed a genuine warmth.
"Nobody owns anybody now,” 

said Jeff Alston, a jazz drummer 
who will begin college this fall.

“I know the origin of my fami­
ly’s slavery is here. You never for­
get something like that. But it hits 
me, more and more, that I have a 
connection with these people here,” 
he said, alluding to blacks and 
whites. As ugly as the beginning of 
that history is, he said, it is still his 
history.

It was common, in the antebel­
lum South, for slaves to take the 
names of their owners.

And for years now, many black 
Americans have rejected those 
slave names and taken others, to rid 
descendants of any connection with 
that time.

But on the once-enslaved side of 
the Alston family, a long line of art­
ists, musicians, activists and reli­
gious leaders have kept the name 
and added their own specific luster 
to it.

There is fierce pride not only in 
their African heritage but in their 
more recent, more tangible Ameri­
can one.

Alston means "most noble,” said 
Macky Alston, who for the past year 
has worked to chronicle the history 
— and modern-day lives — of both 
sides of the family’s color line, in a 
documentary. The film is entitled 
“Family Name."

The concert, or reunion, was the 
last major segment he filmed in a 
journey through his history.

In the months leading up to the 
concert, his interviews with some 
Alstons had elicited coldness and 
anger, but every time, he said, 
“there was a sense of release, of 
distance traveled, something good.”

Fred Alston, who left North Car­
olina in his childhood and now lives 
in New York, did not want to attend 
the reunion at first. t I knew I 
had to,” he said.

The reunion came at a time 
when race relations, in many areas, 
seemed to have slammed into a 
glass wall, a time of retro-racism 
and resentment on both sides.

But if Fred Alston, the great- 
grandson of slaves, could sit under a' 
tree with the descendants of the 
man who owned his ancestors, and! 
if they could walk away as friends, 
"It shows we can build a better i 
bridge between us,” said Jeff Al-I 
ston, his son. I

“This is something everyone can!
I look at and say, ‘It can work,' ” he| 
I said. “This is good for people to I 

I l see.” I

their knees.
“What is a reunion, but a wuU1c 

that is divided and then comes back 
together,” said Carol Melton of Bur­
lington, N.C., a historian, college 
professor and an Alston on her fa­
ther’s side.

cestors. “I thought it would be big­
ger."

On the spacious grounds, people 
of different color but of a common 
name milled under a canopy of gi­
ant oak trees.

The Alstons, descendants of 
slaves and slave-owners, some with 
the blood of each coursing through 
their veins, came together for the 
first time earlier this month to talk 
of who they are and, sometimes re­
luctantly, who they were.

Old white women in hats the size 
of hubcaps shook the hands of old

Descendants of slaves and slave-owners gather at family reunion
The gathering at the Cherry Hill I 

plantation was intended by its orga-' 
nizer, Macky Alston, 29, a New | 
York filmmaker, as a way to bring 
the two colors of the family togeth-I 
er and let them talk about things | 
that, because of their shame, pain, 1 
guilt or rage, they had kept hidden. (

There were a few tears, but only i 
a few, as they talked of ancestors [ 
long dead.

The crowd, a mix of outsiders 
and North Carolina residents who 
have lived in the same houses for 
generations, treated each other with

rich sound of his bassoon.
The programs they held in their 

hands described the event as “A 
Concert for Healing."

But all it was, really, was a fami­
ly reunion, a place where people 
picked the flying ants out of their 
cantaloupe and balanced plates on

whole i



'll ‘One Earth to stand on’ “
Sprig Alston, 79, a retired tobac­

co farmer and cotton mill worker, 
put it this way: "We got one Earth 
to stand on. We might as well get 
used to each other.”

His grandparents were slaves, 
he said, “but those days are dead.”

“The fascinating thing,” Macky 
Alston said, “is in the way we tell 
our histories.”

Whites are proud, "and trace the 
bloodline back to Adam and Eve Al­
ston,” he joked.

The Alstons sailed to America in 
1694 from England. Their offspring 
eventually migrated inland to the 
rich farmland of Halifax County, in 
the north central part of North Car­
olina.

It was there, at the turn of the 
19th century, that Jack Alston set­
tled with his wife, 10 children and 
18 slaves.

The plantation prospered, and 
by 1810 there were 168 slaves work­
ing the fields.

It is these people, white and 
black, who make up the roots of the 
Alston family tree. In some places, 
on both sides of the color line, they 
run together.

Some members of the black side 
of the family know they have the 
blood of some of the plantation own­
ers.

Some members of the white side 
have detected a darkness, from 
time to time, in the skin of some i 
members.

“They call it the dark streak, 
and just say, 'Oh, it must be that 
Italian blood,' ” said Macky Alston.

Over time, sensibilities also 
blurred.
Alston assassinated

One of Macky Alston’s ancestors, 
Robert Alston, a Georgia state sena­
tor, was assassinated in 1879 when 
he proposed doing away with the 
convict lease system, a form of slav­
ery that lingered after the Civil 
War.

And Macky Alston’s father, Wal­
lace McPherson Alston, a Presbyte­
rian minister, was run out of North 
Carolina in the 1960s because he 
preached about racial justice.

The white Alstons at the concert 
did not talk about making amends 
for slavery. That is beyond their 
power.

What Macky Alston does want to 
do is bring to light the histories of 
people on the black side, like the 
late Charles Henry Alston, the son 
of a slave who went on to become a 
respected artist and a central figure 
in the Harlem Renaissance in the 
years between the world wars.

“This is the first time since the 
Civil War that black and white Al­
stons have come together this way,” 
he said. “It’s the kind of thing that 
should be happening all over the 
country.”
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observed that both blacks and 
whites had some adjusting to do.

Some of his white friends would 
not talk to him outside school, espe­
cially if their parents were present.

But for blacks, he said, the 
change was, in many ways, more 
profound.

“These kids have no respect for 
teachers, for nothing," he said.

And while he would not support 
turning back the clock on desegre­
gation, he said black students in 
particular need to take pride in 
their schools and in their people. 
When he was a student, Robinson 
took those things for granted.

"We were taught to cherish our 
past, our history [in the black 
schools],” he said. "When we came 
over the line, we lost that.”

School janitor laments lack of respect
"In the black schools, we had to 

learn to respect what we had. We 
didn't get things fixed right away, 
like they did in the white schools," 
Robinson said.

Now, as a janitor, he sees de­
struction wrought by both black and 
white students. That a black child 
would damage school property 
pains him.
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The Union Bank, chartered in 1833, played a majoi' role 
as a planters’ bank in the territorial period of Florida history.

At one point the bank was housed in the Columns which was used 
both as a residence and a bank. In 1841 the Union Bank of

Florida moved into the structure which would later be known as 
the Old Union Bank Building. The Union Bank was forced to close 

in 1843 due to overextension of capital, bad crops, and the
Second Seminole War. It housed the National Freedman’s Bank 

during Reconstruction and later was owned by the First Reformed Episcopal 
Church. The building was used for a variety of purposes from that time on— 
a few examples include a city gas and water office, a shoe factory, a beauty 

shop, a charity store, and a bail-bond office.

Open
Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Closed Monday

V

The Union Bank

Museum nf Florida History • Division of Historical Resources » Florida Department of State ° Jim Smith, Secretary of State

« A
« ,,’r < - --------------- U

■ I

Copy of original Union Bank draft
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be recon­

member community was isolated, 
and the people relied on agriculture 
-for their livelihood.

Ceiba Mocha is home to nearly 
8,000 people today, primarily de­
scendants of immigrants from the 
Canary Islands. No direct descen-

An Associated Press Report
GAINESVILLE — The successor 

to Fort Mose, America’s first free 
black community, has been found 
by University of Florida research­
ers in Cuba, the school said Friday.

Ralph Johnson, director of the 
university’s Research and Educa­
tion Center for Architectural Pres­
ervation, claims to have found the 
site of the black community that 
was evacuated to Cuba after Spain 
ceded Florida to Britain in 1763.

“Because the Spanish meticu­
lously maintained documents and 
letters to report to the king, we 
were able to find some of the same 
names as those found in Fort 
Mose,” said the architecture profes­

sor.
The site of Fort Mose was found 

a few years ago in a swamp outside 
St. Augustine.

Records referred to Ceiba Mo­
cha, a previously uninhabited and 
uncultivated area in Havana’s 
neighboring province of Matanzas. 
The settlers called their community 
San Agustin de la Nueva Florida.

Each family was given land, that the 
is horren-

Successor to first free black community found 
dants of Fort Mose have been 
found.

The only building from the origi­
nal settlement still standing is Nues- 
tra Senora de la Candelaria de Cei­
ba Mocha, a church built in 1793. 
Eventually, the church will be reno­
vated to its original state, and some 
original buildings may 
structed.

“The remodeling 
seeds, money and a slave. The 300- church has undergone

dous from a preservationist per­
spective, but at least the building 
was saved from destruction due to 
age and deterioration,” Johnson 
said.

The next step is a full archaeo­
logical study.
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he road leading to a small chapter 
of Hillsborough County’s black his­
tory is a narrow, bumpy one.

j Paved in some places, gravel in others, 
the snippet of thoroughfare meanders east 
off Mango Road and ends at what used to 
be a citrus grove.

Along its edge are two cemeteries that 
hold significant fragments of the eastern 
county’s black heritage.

“That area is one of the most important 
black settlements in the state,” said Canter 
Brown Jr., a Hillsborough native, historian 
and author of the book, “Florida’s Peace 
River Frontier."

“The families there were the early pio­
neers and their descendents who inhabited 
the area just after the Civil War. Their 
presence attracted other blacks, and they 
founded a community that really pros­
pered,” he said.

Fencing wire tacked to spindly posts 
encircles Mayberry Cemetery at the end of 
the road.

Time is the only barrier separating visi­
tors from the smaller Loving Care Ceme­
tery a few hundred yards east.

Century-old oaks with epaulets of thick 
Spanish moss stand guard over teetering

‘ in Vietnam.

Yellowed clippings
Bits and pieces of some of their stories 

remain in old county record books and yel­
lowed newspaper clippings in local librar­
ies.

Other tales were passed from one gen­
eration to the next in the parlors and 
porches of homes that have long since van­
ished under swaths of concrete, strip stores 
and interstate highways.

Still, many yarns died with those buried

beneath the oaks.
A few of the residents fled Polk County 

and settled in eastern Hillsborough after 
emancipation because of pressure by a vig­
ilante group called “the regulators,” Brown 
said.

Working under the homestead program 
of the 1800s, they built homes and cultivat­
ed farms on the land given to them by the 
government, he said.

They thrived until Dec. 29, 1894, when 
a cold front rolled across the state, bring­
ing 18-degree temperatures that destroyed 
crops and damaged citrus groves.

Another hard freeze two months later 
killed citrus trees to the roots, and many of 
the area’s farmers ended up destitute 
Brown said.

“There are still descendents of the peo­
ple in that area who during the post-freeze 
era lost a lot of their heritage,” he said.

Hazel Orsley never lost hers.
Her family — the Armwoods — have 

nine marked grave sites in the smaller 
cemetery. It is barely two miles from the 
high school named for their Tampa rela­
tive, Blanche Armwood, an educator and 
former national speaker for the Republi­
can Party in Washington, D.C.

Blanche Armwood and Levin Armwood 
Jr., her father and Tampa’s first black po-

Glimpses of their lives are carved in 
the long, thin headstones, pointed monu­
ments and rounded, coffin-shaped tomb­
stones that mark their resting places.

G.W. Armwood Jr. was an infant when 
he died in 1935, judging by the yard-long 
slab of stone that covers his grave. His sis­
ter, born four months after his death, was 
5 months old when laid next to her broth­
er.

Sarah L. Armwood was 100 years old 
before she was buried alongside them in 
1963.

Jacob Ritman and Fred Larry served 
in World War I.

Arthur Johnson Sr. served in World 
War II, as did Governor Johnson and Dan­
iel Mack Larry.

And Earley Joseph Messer died serving

Samson Forrester was a slave of the 
Seminoles who later was an inter­
preter and scout for the U.S. Army.
headstones and grave-length tombstones, 
the names and dates of which have faded 
under decades of summer rains.

Garlands of fresh flowers and tattered 
petals of old ones left by occasional visi­
tors adorn resting places of those who 
worked in the fields and groves beyond.

Cemeteries speak volumes about black heritage
By SUSAN SNYDER
Tribune Staff Writer

______________________
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African-Americans took to acquire 
freedom since they were first brought 
to the continent.

Funding for Fort Mose: Colonial 
America's Black Fortress of Freedom 
has been provided by the Florida Legisla­
ture; the Florida Museum of Natural 
History; Jessie Ball duPont Religious, 
Charitable, and Educational Fund; the 
Historical Museums Grants-in-Aid 
Program, administered by the Museum of 
Florida History; and the Florida Endow­
ment for the Humanities.

i" I

Florido History Associates, Inc.ssociate
......... ............

E7TX /SF ore than two hun- 
\ / dred fifty years ago,

l\ \ /1\ many African- 
I Mg American slaves

[J L, \j [J__5 risked their lives to
escape from plantations in the Caroli­
nas. Word had spread that Spanish 
colonists to the south promised 
sanctuary and freedom to any slaves 
who made their way to Florida and 
converted to Catholicism.

In 1738, after more than one 
hundred slaves had arrived in St. 
Augustine, the Spaniards established a 
fort and village called Gracia Real de 
Santa Teresa de Mose or simply "Fort 
Mose." This village was the first 
legally-sanctioned free black town in 
what is now the U.S.

research—will be on display in the 
Museum's Main Gallery beginning 
September 20. An afternoon of special 
programs is planned for Saturday, 
September 28.

The struggle of eighteenth century 
African-Americans to free themselves 
from enslavement is a little-known 
story, and it is a powerful one. Fort 
Mose: Colonial America's Black Fortress of 
Freedom interprets the measures that

0#

Fort Mose: Colonial America s Black 
Fortress of Freedom brings to life the 
compelling story ot Fort Mose and

,. traces the history of African-Americans 
C4»Spanish colonies from the time 

of Columbus's arrival to the American 
Revolution. The exhibit—produced by 
the Florida Museum of Natural 
I listory and based on five years of 
historical and archaeological
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Jamie Kruger from Longwood was 
awarded third place in the Junior 
Individual Project category for her entry 
entitled "Black Americans: Then- 
Struggle For Equal Rights." Amanda 
Wise of Tallahassee received the Best of 
State award for her project "The Kent 
State Incident: Blood on Whose 
Hands?" and Jeremy Archer of Gaines­
ville placed eighth with his historical 
paper "National Security and Individu­
al Freedoms."

Congratulations to Jamie, Aman­
da, and Jeremy and all Florida stu­
dents who participated in various 
levels of competition. Scott Brown 

represented the Museum at Nation­
al History Day, and his work with 

the Florida History Fair 
participants is greatly 

appreciated.

ooking for something exciting 
before school starts again? 
Then don't miss the two- 
a thirds scale replica of the

S3 Nina on exhibit through 
September 10. Check the Museum 
calendar for associated events 
during the exhibit. Staff and volun­
teers have worked hard to prepare 
some very interactive programming 
surrounding the Nina. We especially 
thank our young volunteers, truly 
"two-thirds scale people," for these 
special programs.

While you're visiting, please 
take a few moments to provide us 
with some information on our new 
Museum survey forms. We'd like to 
know who you are, what things you 
like best, and what you'd like to see 
in the future. The surveys are 
available at the Museum informa­
tion desk and at the temporary 
gallery exit. Your response is very 
important to us.

The success of the Museum is 
also dependent upon other forms of , 
participation. In late October, for I 
example, just prior to the Tenth 
Annual Quilt Show opening, 
Florida History Associates will hold 
its Annual Meeting. I encourage you 
to attend the meeting and the 
activities that follow. Look for 
details in the October newsletter 
and plan to visit with other FHA 
members.

n mid-June, Florida was repre­
sented by 26 energetic students 
from seven counties at the 
Twelfth Annual National 
History Day outside Washing­

ton D.C. These winners from the 
Florida History Fair were joined by 
over 2,000 students from throughout 
the U.S. who participated in 
several categories, basing their 
work on the theme "Rights 
in History."

Florida brought 
home national 
awards for the 
second straight year, zd___  '

r.
I

Festival, you will want to come and see 
Doug's expanded program. Museum 
members may recall hearing Doug and 
the "Mistletones" at the Holiday Celebra­

tion at the Old 
Capitol concerts. 
Appearing with 
Doug will be 
Wayne Martin, 
former Florida 
fiddle champion; 
Tallahassee 
musicians Robin 
Hendrix and 
Michael Callan; 
and Gainesville's 
Cathy DeWitt.

The concert 
will be held in the 
R. A. Gray Build­
ing Auditorium at 
8:00 p.m. The cost 
is $8 at the door 
for FHA members 
($10 for non­

members). Please contact Michael 
Brothers for more information at 
(904) 487-1902.

l!omtheMuseum..
ome join us on August 2 
when the Museum 
presents a live concert by 
folk music artist Doug 
Gauss.

Long recognized as 
one of Florida's 
finest musicians, 
Doug has added a 
new dimension to 
his performance— 
"folk video." Doug 
shares the stage 
with guest artists 
and uses projected 
video collages that 
enhance his live 
music. Many of the 
video images are 
taken from the 
Florida Photo­
graphic Collection, 
and Doug seems to 
"bring the archives 
to life" with his 
energetic performance.

If you missed Doug's tribute to 
Will McLean at this year's Florida Folk
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Shrines of her-story
Tour for Women’s History Month

on weekends (free, but donations 
cepted). 904-255-1401, ext. 372.

XK CHICAGO
Hull House was the home of its 
founder, Jane Addams, while she de­
veloped pioneering social programs 
for the needy. It became a model 
community-based workshop for edu­
cation and health and social reforms. 
Addams’ work influenced welfare 
and labor policies across the USA. 
Addams (1860-1935), who also 
founded the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, was 
awarded the 1931 Nobel Peace Prize. 
800 S. Hoisted St. Open Mon.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sundays, noon-5 p.m.; 
closed holidays. Free. 312-413-5353.

SENECA FALLS, N.Y.
Women’s Rights National Historical 
Park includes the Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton House and the M’Clintock 
House. Stanton (1815-1902) was the 
principal organizer of the women’s 
rights convention of 1848. Restora­

tion work continues at the M’Clin­
tock House, where the Declaration 
of Sentiments (a list of women’s 
grievances) was penned. The Stanton 
House is at 32 Washington St. Open dai­
ly 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 315-568-2991.

PORTLAND, ORE.
Abigail Scott Duniway Memorial 
Park commemorates the northwest­
ern USA’s primary advocate of vot­
ing rights for women. Duniway 
(1834-1915) published a women’s 
rights weekly, The New Northwest, 
for 17 years. At age 78, she cast the 
first woman’s vote when the women 
of Oregon won suffrage in 1912. 
5331 S.W. Macadam. 503-796-5100.

WASHINGTON, D.C.
For an overview of women’s entry 
into political reform and the legisla­
tive process, the Smithsonian Institu­
tion presents “From Parlor to Poli­
tics: Women and Reform in 
America, 1890-1925.” The exhibit 
includes artifacts, photographs; infor­
mation on suffrage and advances in 
home economics, and reconstruc­
tions of tum-of-the-century kitchens, 
parlors, tenement housing and wom­
en’s rallies. National Museum of Ameri­
can History, Constitution Avenue N. W. 
at 14th Street. Open daily 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Free. 202-357-2700.

By Leslie Ansley

■LJ,: o

he women’s movement 
of the USA, highlighted 
by the designation of 
March as Women’s His­

tory Month, has deep roots from 
coast to coast. A number of sites 
that were significant in the de­
velopment and promotion of 
rights for women are open to the 
public, with exhibits spotlighting' 
key figures and their projects;

K/DAYTONA BEACH, FLA.
Mary McLeod Bethune (1875- 
1955) devoted her life" to the f 

i education of black people. In 
; 1904 she opened a school for y 

black girls that later merged 
with an all-boy school to be- 

J came Bethune-Cookman Col- 
lege. Bethune also founded the Na- 

j tional Council of Negro Women, 
II which honored her with a 17-foot 
i statue in Lincoln Park in Washing- 
I ton, D.C. Bethune returned to Day- 
l tona Beach in 1949 and transformed 
I her home there into the non-profit 
I Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation.
I 640 Second Ave. Foundation open Mon.- 
I Fri., 9 a.m.-5p.m.; tours by arrangement 

are ac-
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Old newspapers 
tell of firsts' 
for Tampa blacks

Research in the microfilm records of 
old newspapers occasionally leads to 
“finds" of significance in Tampa history. 
Here are two items of particular interest 
during Black History Month.

The first branch library for blacks was 
opened in 1923, according to an item in­
cluded in the “Weekly Bulletin of the Ur­
ban League," published in the Tampa Daily 
Times of May 23, 1923.

The writer noted that: "Despite the con­
tinuous rainfall which made it a bit un­
pleasant for pedestrians last Friday, quite 
an appreciable number of citizens called to 
register their approval of the advance step 
made in the city of Tampa in supplying 
cultural aid to its Negro population in the 
granting of this well equipped reading cen­
ter.”

The library was known as the Harlem 
branch of the Tampa Public Library, "tak­
ing its name from Harlem Academy, the 
oldest colored school in Tampa.”

Although the location was not men­
tioned, I have been told that the first 
branch library was begun at the home of 
the Rev. and Mrs. Andrew J. Ferrell Sr., at 
1310 Marion St. Their daughter, Mrs. Row­
ena Brady, is the source of this informa­
tion.

Members of the library board who at­
tended were: Chairman H.C. Giddens, Pro­
fessor E.L. Robinson, and E.D. Lambright 
of the Tampa Morning Tribune. Miss Helen 
Stelle, the city librarian, was also present.

Other citizens listed as attending were: 
"Professor R.L. Peguese, Rev. and Mrs. 
J.W. Ballou, Dr. J.A. Butler, Rev. J.E. Cul- 
mer, Mr. C.C. Green, Professor Peter John­
son, Mr. Wade Perrin, Mr. E.M.P, Hughes, 
Mrs. Irene Anderson, Mrs. C.D. Williams, 
Mrs. Janie King, Mrs. Bricie Wooden, Mrs. 
Gertrude Chambers, Dr. J.C. Beatty, Mr. 
H.W. Beatty and others too numerous to 
mention."



Chairman C.C. Green of tne uroan 
League’s educational committee, was cred­
ited with spearheading the project.

It was another 21 years before Tampa 
dedicated its first playground for black 
youngsters. A Tampa Morning Tribune 
headline on June 18, 1944, announced: 
"Tampa, At Long Last, Has Negro Play­
ground."

Here are the first three paragraphs of 
the article that appeared:

"The city at long last opened a spanking 
new playground on a full-time basis for Ne­
groes at Buffalo Avenue and 22nd Street 
last week, giving the youngsters, for the 
first time in their lives or in the lives of 
their parents, for that matter, a good place 
in which to play.

"Heretofore, for generations the city 
has promised Tampa Negroes a play­
ground, and generations of Tampa Negroes 
have had their play in sand lots ...

“This playground, therefore, on which a 
little more than $4,000 has been spent, rep­
resents a quarter of a century or more of 
delayed political promises.”

The article went on to say that the land 
had been taken over by the city for unpaid 
taxes in 1931. Improvements included a 
hard-surfaced court, an equipment house 
and equipment worth $700.

A supervisor had been appointed to or­
ganize softball, baseball and volleyball 
leagues. A woman employee was creating 
activities for small children, “certainly 
something new to them,” the writer added.

The playground came during World 
War II, during the first administration of 
Mayor Curtis Hixon. An adjoining article in 
the Tribune told of recreation activities for 
white children at 20 playgrounds.

Both the playground and the library 
branch for blacks were opened under the 
supposedly "separate but equal” policies of 
that segregated period. Not until the 1960s 
were such facilities integrated.
Historic train trip

As part of Archives Awareness Week, 
the Tampa Historical Society is sponsoring 
a railroad trip from Tampa’s Union Station 
to Plant City’s historic district Saturday, 
April IL „ .

The group will gather at Union Station 
for a tour there that Saturday morning at 
10:30 a.m., be in Plant City in time for 
lunch and be back in Tampa by 3 p.m.

But the deadline for reservations 
aboard an Amtrak car is this Wednesday. 
The cost of round-trip tickets for passen­
gers over 16 is $14; youngsters 2-15, $7; 
children under 2, free.

Call the historical society between 1 
and 4 p.m. at (813) 259-1111 for more de­
tails.
Ex-POWs meet

The Department of Florida. American 
Ex-Prisoners of War, will be meeting in 
Tampa May 7-10 at the Ramada Resort and 
Conference Center, 820 Busch Blvd.

All POWs and their spouses are wel­
come, along with other military retirees oi 
those interested in attending. More infor 
mation is available from Albert Bernard ir 
Lutz at (813) 949-6164 or Joanna G. Hitch 
cock in Dunedin at (813) 733-0633.
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museum

About 500 people attended an opening gala Saturday at 
the Museum of African-American Art north of downtown 
Tampa, after a series of invitation-only formal receptions 
through the week. The museum, which will open to the 
public Tuesday, is the only one in Florida dedicated to 
black artists. There are 10 such museums in the nation.
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Preserving

travel

Historians 
aim to save 

black treasures

Indianapolis
Madame Walker Urban Life Center

This historic landmark originally 
housed the offices of Madame CJ. 
Walker’s cosmetics company and 
beauty school. The ballroom and the 
boardroom have been renovated, 
and the theater has been restored. 
617 Indiana Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
46202. By appointment only. Adults, $2; 
children, $1. 317-236-2099.

Dayton, Ohio
Paul Lawrence Dunbar Historical Site

The birthplace of Dunbar, a poet, 
holds personal belongings such as 
books and his prized Remington type­
writer, on which he produced all his 
manuscripts. 219 Summit St., Dayton, 
Ohio 45407. Open Labor Day-Oct. 31, 
9 a.m.-5p.m. Saturday, noon-5 p.m. Sun­
day; Dec. 1-Memorial Day by appointment 
only; Memorial Day-Labor Day, 9 a.m- 
5p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, noon-5p.m. 
Sunday. Adults, $2.50; ages 6-12, $1; 
discount for senior citizens and groups. 
513-224-7061.

Washington, D.C.
Frederick Douglass National Historic Site

The journalist and statesman, who was 
bom in Maryland, spent the last 17 
years of his life in this house. It con­
tains furnishings, documents and other 
personal items, including more than 
1,500 books. 1411 W St. S.E., Wash­
ington, D.C. 20020. Hours: Oct. 15- 
April 15, 8:45 a.m.-4:15p.m.; April 16- 
Oct. 14, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed New Year's 
Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. Free. 
Largegroups must reserve. 202-426-5961.

By Leslie Ansley

IO USA WEEKEND • Ocubtr 12-14, 1990

ters, one of whom married a Simons. 
The house stayed in the family for a 
century. Though it was slated for de­
molition, the local historical associa­
tion bought it and turned it into a mu­
seum that includes family and period 
pieces, African exhibits and a gift shop. 
1403 Richland St., Columbia, S.C. 
29201. Open 10:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m. 
Tuesday-Saturday. Adults, $3; students, 
$1.50. 803-252-1450/1770.

Columbia, S.C.
Mann-Simons Cottage: 

Museum of African-American Culture
Celia Mann was a slave who bought 
her freedom in Charleston, then 
walked 180 miles to Columbia, where 
she purchased this property. The mid­
wife and seamstress had four daugh-

hough more than 200 
black cultural centers and 
history museums across 
the country have been es­

tablished to safeguard African-Ameri­
can history, the number of preserved 
original sites of homes and events im­
portant in black history is dwindling.

What is the best way to save those 
sites that are left? And how can we 
make sense of the fragmentary histori­
cal record?

Those questions will' be on the 
agenda when several hundred mem­
bers of the Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life and History meet 
in Chicago for their 75th annual con­
ference Oct. 24-28.

Explanations for the disappearance 
of historical sites vary, says Thomas 
Battle, who directs a research center at 
Howard University in Washington, 
D.C. “I think many of the homes are 
just sold or continue to be used by fam­
ilies as residences. Another reason is 
a lack of recognition and appreciation 
for the importance of historic resi­
dences and artifacts.”

Among the best-preserved sites 
(most are found in the South and the 
Midwest):

Atlanta
Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic 

Site and Preservation District
This neighborhood includes the birth­
place, church and grave of the slain 
civil rights leader. The Martin Luther 
King Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change houses furnishings and per­
sonal belongings, manuscripts and 
commemorative artwork. Historic site: 
522 Auburn Ave. N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 
30312. Free. Open 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
daily. 404-331-5190. King Center: 449 
Auburn Ave. N.E. Free. Open 9 a.m- 
8 p.m. daily. 404-524-1956.

a heritage
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Black heritage 
lives on in museum

Tampa’s new Museum 
of African-American Art 
opens on a historic note.

The museum will showcase the Barnett-Aden , 
collection, the first private collection of black art •" 
in the United States. It got glowing reviews in ' 
1974 when it was exhibited at the Smithsonian ' 
Institution in Washington, D.C.

An official there praised the art as extraordi­
nary. It should delight people of all colors and 
ages, says Reggie A. Lewis, marketing director ’! 
for the new museum.

More than 1,400 people from all 50 states and 
five foreign countries clipped out coupons for. 
more information when an advertisement ran in 
Ebony magazine in February, Lewis says.

International interest in art by U.S. blacks is 
growing, the Ford report says.

“We’re thinking of this as a black Smithsoni-. 
an," says Israel Tribble Jr., director of the Flori­
da Endowment Fund for Higher Education, 
which owns the collection and the building. “We. 
think it is going to make an impact on the nation 
and the world.”

The grand opening is this week, with invita-.. _ 
tion-only receptions every night. The doors will, -

See PROFITS, Page 6

By SUZIE SIEGEL
Tribune Staff Writer

TAMPA — Once again, people will learn on 
this plot of land.

The Museum of African-American Art is 
opening on what is believed to be the site of 
Tampa’s first public library for blacks.

In the days when the main library served 
whites only, the one on Marion Street opened up 
a world of ideas to black residents, says Rowena 
F. Brady, whose family owned the building that 
housed the library.

The new museum should enlighten, too. It is 
the only one in Florida dedicated to black art 
and among only 10 nationwide, according to a 
1988 survey by the Ford Foundation in New 
York.

“The black community should really be 
proud of this museum,” Brady says.
“It will be something we
can call our own.” t-——~
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Profits to be 
designated for 
scholarships

collection in 1937. If not for him, 
some pieces would have been lost 
and some would have languished in 
attics, Lewis says.

Herring bequeathed the collec­
tion to Adolphus Ealey, his friend 
and former student. In 1989, the 
Florida Endowment Fund bought 
the art for $6 million, the most ever

THE BARNETT-ADEN 
COLLECTION:

Tribune photograph by DAVID KADLUBOWSKI
The 7,000-square-foot Museum of African-American Art in 
Tampa will open to the public April 9.

erate the library in the early years.
The Harlem Branch stayed at 

the Ferrell house a few years, until 
the family returned, Brady says. 
She, Morris and Reeder remember 
when it was on Central Avenue in 
the 1930s.

"I just remember all these old, 
old, dusty books,” says Reeder, a 
member of the county library board 
and the Florida Library Council. Af­
ter she read all the children’s books 
in the Harlem Branch, she says, the 
librarian borrowed ones from the 
white library for her.

“The elementary school I at­
tended didn’t have a library,” she 
says. “But I liked to read. I spent a 
lot of time reading.”

Brady sold the property on Mari­
on Street to GTE in the early 1970s.

open to the public April 9. The 
opening has been delayed six 
months because renovations took 
longer than expected.

Galleries, painted the color of 
sand, spin off a large atrium in the 
two-story, blond-brick building. The 
former GTE Federal Credit Union 
Building was outdated but solid, 
says Tampa architect Tom Szumlic, 
and the layout “lent itself to a muse­
um.”

In addition to the permanent 
collection, the museum will host 
traveling exhibits, Lewis says.

West Central Florida got its first 
glimpse of the collection last sum­
mer when it was displayed at the 
Tampa Museum of Art. Most pieces 
come from the 1940s, during the 
Harlem Renaissance period.

Lewis says 90 percent are con­
sidered major works and half are 
known nationally. Some will tour 
now and then, he says, and the mu­
seum will buy more pieces later.

James Herring, who launched 
the art department at Howard Uni- 

i , versity in Washington, began the

■ WHAT: Oils, watercolors, pencil 
drawings, sculptures and carvings 
from 1840 to 1990 by artists such 
as Jacob Lawrence, Henry O. 
Tanner, Elizabeth Catlett and 
Romare Bearden.
■ WHEN: Opening April 9. Hours 
are 10 a.m to 4 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday, 1-4:30 p.m. 
Sunday. Closed Monday.
■ WHERE: Museum of 
African-American Art, 1308 Marion 
St., Tampa. Call (813) 272-2466.
■ HOW MUCH: $2 is the suggested 
donation.
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The Harlem 
opened a year 
an old Tampa

and i

. .... mimon, the most ever
paid for a collection of black art in 
the United States. Ealey has be­
come museum director.

Brady sold the property on Mari- 
n Street to GTE in the early 1970s.

By then, the construction of Inter­
state 275 had cut a swath through 
the neighborhood, and the Hillsbor­
ough County jail had been built 
across the street.

Her parents had wanted the 
family house razed if the land was 
ever sold. She obeyed their wishes, 
when the bulldozer came, however 
she cried. ’ 1

tural pride of black children.
“When I look at all the wonder­

ful things available to children 
these days ... I never cease to be 
amazed," says Dora Reeder, a re- 
tired principal who hopes to take 
her granddaughter to the museum nh . . - -------  ™ an uia
m Tampa Heights. "I think it will be ph.otograph showing a connection 
of tremendous value." ....

The museum will inspire talent- theJ?™£a.,Ur.ban League' 
eo black students who mav nnt ------ J
know the contributions of black art- r- yS’. they did “ for 
ists, she says. ‘ «v<

ly. She figures the leaeue

The Harlem Branch
Brady, a retired teacher who 

volunteers at St. Peter Claver’s 
School, plans to take students to the 
museum. Its parking lot lies where 

father, the Rev. A.J. Ferrell, 
built their family home, she says

He was the first black to work in 
the Tampa customs house, she says. 
He later became the presiding elder 
for the Tampa district of the Afri­
can Methodist Episcopal Church. 
fh»Ven,he entered the ministry, contributed to this report 
the family moved to Plant City.
They rented out the Marion Street 
house, and it became home to the B 
first black library, she says. B

Tampa’s first public library B 
opened in 1917. -
Branch, for blacks, 
later, according to 
Tribune article.

The article doesn’t give the ad­
dress, and the Tampa-Hillsborough 
County Public Library System 
doesn t have it.

Elizabeth P. Morris says she 
can’t be sure but seems to recall 
her mother telling her the Harlem 
Branch ®?[ted in the_Ferrell home. 
, . -- * —was li­
brarian there for 26 years.

Museum shop sells gifts
■ .Memberships are being sold for 

S25 to $10,000, and members can 
use the museum for occasions such 
as receptions and meetings.

T,?nIpa Bay Buccaneers, 
GTE, Hyatt Regency Tampa, Saun­
ders Foundation and Szumlic have 
paid more than $1,000 each to be­
come charter corporate members.

The museum will publish a cata- 
og, with photographs and explana­

tions of the collection, as well as a 
brochure listing items for sale in its 
gift shop. Christmas cards, note 
cards, prints and collector plates 
will be sold.

A $150 plate reproduces Ellis 
Wilson s Flower Vendor,” a paint­
ing of a woman surrounded by vi­
brant flowers. The $60 plate comes 
from “Good Book” by Anthony Wat­
kins, who painted a man reading 
the Bible to his grandchildren.

The Florida Endowment Fund, a branch started in the Ferrel 
private foundation that aids minori- Her mother, Ada T. Pavne 
ty graduate students, plans to use brarian there for 26 years 
^hntUnV>rOf‘tS t0 provide 40 $1,000 No one interviewed knew how 

hTh^mPS 3 yMV Lhe branch got its name, but the
tional aS" 8 P'anS educa’ ^errel' b°me Was near the 01d Har'
tional activities, such as a lecture 'em Academy, a black Dublin

Fdned.sch001 tours’ Lewis says, school. Sarah Ferrell, Brady’smoth- 
tan^mnrt-IOn tbe most imPor- er’taught there’ A" six Ferrell chil-

f °?- °f tbe first black mu- dren became teachers
seums, the Ford report says. They

dren became teachers.

remain an "invaluable resource” A ppnfppl lihronr
S’ ffrjmgWening the cul- »enleei BOFary

Their white wooden two-storv 
house had brick columns and a 
wide veranda with large concrete 
planters filled with ferns.

“Be sure to add ‘beautiful’ I 
cause it really was,” Brady says

,?.h.e J’brary system has an old
, . • .......................t> c* VUU11C
between the Harlem Branch 
the Tampa Urban League.

"If blacks had anything in those 
days they did it for themselves ” 
LaycieT.d £rlsid.ent Joanna Toke-

* hplnnrl nn
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positions were also up for grabs.

HISTORY
White Student Union President 

Mark Wright said after that he ex­
pects more racial tension on cam­
pus as a result of the vote on the 
referendum, which his group spon­
sored. The union, which claims 
about 25 members, recently lost its 
university registration and eligibili­
ty for student government money 
when its adviser quit.

Former Black Student Union 
President Roxy Oliver said Black 
History Month is designed to point 
out the contributions of black Amer­
icans in society and history.

“Often we are left out of Ameri­
can history,” she said.

A struggle continues to get black 
Americans into the history books,

she said. Oliver said the celebration 
of black American history and heri­
tage should be throughout the year, 
not just for a month.

The Miss Black Student Union 
pageant is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Monday in the University Auditori­
um. A wine and cheese reception 
sponsored by the Society of Black 
Student Engineers will be held in 
the Arredondo room at Reitz Union 
at 7 p.m. and on Feb. '20 the play 
“My Side of the Story” will be fea­
tured, also at the union, at 7 p.m.

On Feb. 24, the Black History 
Month program sponsored by the 
University Gospel Choir will be held 
at Williams Temple Church of God 
in Christ, 628 N.W. Seventh Ave., at 
11 a.m. and on Feb. 25, a Career 
Workshop sponsored by the Career 
Resource Center will be held from 1 
to 5 p.m. in Reitz Union.

In Citrus County, the Pinellas 
County High School Mass Choir will 
appear at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Crystal River Primary School, 947 
N.E. Sixth St., in celebration of 
Black History Month.

A 
7b

GAINESVILLE — University of 
Florida student government Presi­
dent Michael Browne said he ex­
pects white student attendance at 
campus Black History Month events 
to increase from previous celebra­
tions.

A desire to understand black his­
tory is prompting white students to 
attend events associated with the 
February celebration, Browne said.

“We’re becoming more and 
more of a caring campus,” Browne 
said.

In the past, there has been a 
lack of understanding on campus 
between students of different races, 
but relations are improving, Browne 
said.

The Black Student Union and 
student government sponsor the 
month-long celebration.

Browne’s comments followed 
the defeat Wednesday of an anti-af­
firmative action referendum on 
campus. The measure lost 2,625 to 
2,274 with 16 percent of the 34,000 
students voting in the election in 
which the too student government

EEJH3I %

College expects bigger turnout 
for Black History Month events
By LYNN PORTER
Tribune Staff Writer



A Piece Of The Dream

Colo., businessman, who owns near­
ly a dozen TV stations and put up 
the money for McKee to buy Chan­
nel 13.

Building community ties 
is station owner’s goal
By WALT BELCHER 
Tribune Staff Writer

TAMPA — At times, Clarence 
McKee is like a caged tiger.

He seems compelled to keep 
moving. The movement “helps me 
think,” he says in a 
deep, booming voice 
as he walks down 
the halls of WTVT, 
Channel 13.

McKee, 47, a for­
mer communica­
tions lawyer and in 
his third year as co­
owner of Channel 
13, has much to say 
about broadcasting 
and blacks and com­
munity involvement. 
But he carefully 
structures each 
phrase like a politi­
cian who anticipates 
seeing his own 
words in print.

McKee became 
a millionaire overnight in 1987 in a 
$350 million purchase of the televi­
sion station — a CBS affiliate in the 
13th largest TV market in the na­
tion. As part of the deal he received 
stock in the station worth millions 
of dollars. McKee co-owns the CBS 
affiliate withfGeorge Gillett, a Vail,

Clarence McKee is co­
owner of Tampa’s 
WTVT, Channel 13.

It was a deal that 
brought McKee na­
tional attention, 
much criticism and 
a highly visible posi­
tion in Tampa.

McKee said he is 
still considered an 
outsider to many in 
Tampa’s established 
black community.

“It’s already 
been written that I 
was more warmly 
received by the 
white community,” 
he said.

McKee com­
pares the criticism 
from some blacks to 
crabs in a barrel. In 

fighting to escape, they often injure 
each other, he said.

“When blacks fail to give other 
blacks the same kind of respect that 
they are demanding from whites, 
then we all suffer,” he said. “I don’t

See STAl'lON OWNER, Pite 6F
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Station owner a "coalition builder.9

□ From Page IF

Driven man

think black leaders should be criti­
cizing other blacks for participating 
in things that are necessary to 
bridge any racial gaps.”

Indeed, McKee recently became 
the first black to play golf at the 
all-white Palma Ceia Country Club. 
A Barnett Bank board member, 
McKee also serves on numerous 
Bay area boards and committees.

He’s also on a Hillsborough edu­
cational task force and on the com­
mittee trying to bring major-league 
baseball to Tampa.

McKee is “a great asset for this 
community because he cares about 
children and the elderly, not just 
the disadvantaged,” said Gussie Liv­
ingston, president of the Residents 
Council at the College Hill housing 
project. “That’s where his heart is.”

McKee won over many people 
in College Hill by organizing free 
bus trips for hundreds of kids to the 
annual Strawberry Festival in Plant 
City.

“Some of these people had nev­
er been to a festival,” Livingston 
said. “He’s also working with us on 
setting up scholarships for children 
and he’s helping us in so many 
ways.”

When he moved to Tampa in 
1987, McKee said he noticed few 
blacks in middle-level management 
positions.

“I’m tired of hearing from white 
people who say privately to me that 
they disagree with racial discrimi­
nation policies, but remain silent 
when they are with their peers,” 
McKee said. “These people need to 
speak up instead of remaining si­
lent.”

the 
but 
me

vantage of tax breaks given to those 
involved in selling TV stations to mi­
norities.

It didn’t help, either, that the 
federal laws to encourage minority 
ownership were drafted by McKee 
in the 1970s while he was working 
at the Federal Communications 
Commission.

McKee has denied that he is 
merely a front man for Gillett. He 
said he had no idea that he would 
one day benefit from the rules, 
when he worked on the minority 
ownership provision.

"The biggest problem for any 
minority is capital,” he said. “If you 
want to get the money, you have to 
have experience, but you can’t get 
experience in running a TV station 
until you have the money.”

McKee now plans to buy radio 
and television stations independent 
of the Gillett operations under his 
own company, McKee Communica­
tions.

After Channel 13 was sold to Gil­
lett and McKee, some expected him 
to turn around and buy out McKee, 
who had joined a prestigious law 
firm in Washington, D.C. But McKee 
chose not to take the money and 
run. The way Gillett sees it is that 
McKee is committed to his work.

“He told me, ‘I don’t want this to 
be a token situation. I want to be 
involved in the station,’ "Gillett 
said. “And he has worked. He’s very 
sincere."

ly wanted to be a doctor, but later 
decided to become a lawyer.

He went to Hobart College in 
Geneva, N.Y., on a scholarship and 
later studied at the Howard Univer­
sity School of Law in Washington, 
D.C.

While in law school he began a 
long, politically active career that 
would take him from liberal Demo­
crat to conservative Republican — 
and from trying to integrate rural 
all-white hospitals in Alabama to be­
ing a high-ranking fund-raiser for 
former President Ronald Reagan.

In the turbulent 1960s, he 
worked for U.S. Public Health Ser­
vice's Office of Equal Health Oppor­
tunity which was trying to integrate 
all-white hospitals in the South. He 
also worked for a federally support­
ed summer jobs program for black 
youths in Los Angeles set up by Sen. 
Hubert Humphrey.

McKee said he became disillu­
sioned with those liberal whites who 
used blacks but did not really re­
spect their opinions. In the early 
1960s, McKee worked on the staff of 
U.S. Rep. Frank Horton of Roches­
ter, where he met Bill Dwyer, now 
a lawyer based in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., who then headed Horton’s 
staff.

McKee later went to work for 
Sen. Jacob Javits, R-N.Y.

While on Javits’ staff, McKee 
served on a federal nutrition and 
human needs committee that inves­
tigated the abuse of migrant work­
ers in Florida. He helped to reform 
the food stamp program and to es­
tablish the free lunch and breakfast 
programs for school children from 
low-income families.

“I look back on that as some of 
the most important work I did,” 
McKee said.

McKee said he sees his role in 
the Tampa Bay area as that of a 
"coalition builder.”

“We need more broad-based co­
alitions in this town," he said. "We 
need groups of blacks and whites 
and Hispanics who can work togeth­
er on numerous projects. We should 
stop looking at each other in terms 
of I’m black and you’re white, but 
in terms of commonality, of shared 
interests ... not as racial groups but 
as people."

Channel 13 deal
While McKee is reluctant to take 

credit for hiring more blacks at 
Channel 13, the station has in­
creased the number of black em­
ployees at all levels from news pho­
tographers and reporters to 
anchors. "Clarence has sensitized 
our whole company to the impor­
tance of community relations and 
community involvement," Gillett 
said.

Gillett says that sensitivity ex­
tends to the hiring of minorities.

Some within the broadcasting in­
dustry accused McKee of being 
merely a front man for Gillett.

They say Gillett needed a minor­
ity partner to expand his broadcast­
ing empire and turned to his former 
communications lawyer to take ad-

McKee’s calendar is so 
crammed, he puts in 14-hour days. 
Divorced since 1982, he lives alone 
in a condominium on Bayshore Bou­
levard.

“I guess you can say I was al­
ways driven,” he says.

McKee was born in a small 
farming community outside of 
Rochester, N.Y. His late father, 
Clarence Sr., was run out of Indiana 
by-the Ku Klux Klan after he tried 
to play on an all-white high school 
basketball team.

“He was a strict man, a hard­
working man, and he was gone a lot 
because he was a waiter on 
New York Central Railroad, 
when he came home he took 
fishing a lot,” McKee says.

“He was a very studious boy and 
he always worked,” said Etta 
McKee of her son. “He shoveled 
snow and ran errands for neighbors; 
and when he was older, his father 
got him a job as a waiter on the 
railroad.”

His mother said McKee original-

Twenty-five years ago, the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. inspired a 
generation with his words, “I have 
a dream.” The Tampa Tribune is 
publishing a series of profiles of 
prominent area black citizens, “A 
Piece of the Dream,” to run each 
Monday in BayLife.
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Humanities Administrator: 
grams supports museums < 
tions in the planning 
interpretive programs 
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Susan M. Sienkiewich
National Endowment for the
Humanities1100 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, RM417
Washington, D.C. 20506 
(202) 786-0415
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significant buildings 
and 1913 in Seminole 
Orange County until

"T. T. Wentworth gave Pensacola 
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say, "By working to preserve the city’s hen 
tage, he made sure future residents will always 
know the importance of its past."
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________  __ the incumbent^participates fully in administrative.

The ------  ------ . - .passing of one of its long time members, 
Theodore Thomas Wentoworth, Jr. Wentworth was 

member of the Society since 1938.

Florida Historical Society mourns the 
one of its long time members, Mr.

Research Atlantica, Inc. 
3080 N. W. 99th Ave.
Coral Springs, FL 33065 
(305) 752-0618

2: The Division of Pro- 
and historical or<_ 

( and implementation 
that use cultural 

artifacts to convey and interpret 
humanities to the general public. Under 
supervision of the Assistant Director, 
financial and other matters for the program.

„L_.i Standards: A B.A. in a disci- 
humanities is required (a Ph.D.In addition 

at least

EMPLOY

A resident of Pensacola, he help found the 
Pensacola Historical Society in 1933 as well as 
the' Pensacola Free Library. Mr. Wentworth's life 
was', devoted to the history of not only Pensacola 
but Florida and the United States as well. ~ 
250,000 piece collection, which included 
artifacts as a 1,500 year old dugout canoe, 
map dated 1555, a Confederate torpedo and 
Confederate Navy official's desk, is now owned 
by the Pensacola Historical Preservation Board.

Governor Bob Martinez was quoted as saying, 
T. Wentworth gave Pensacola one of the 

;-j; ..i-Anal give tO HIS
," The Governor went on to 
preserve the city's

CECILE MARIE SASTRE, a Society member and 
graduate student at Florida Atlantic University, 
spent the summer months digging into the records 
of the British occupation of St. Augustine.

Cecile, an intern at the Historic 
Augustine Preservation Board during the summer 
months, unearthed the locations of seven British 
redoubts or breastworks built between 1776 and 
1781. Finding the locations at these small 
fortifications took a great deal of detective 
work and analytical conclusions.

"There weren’t any good physical descrip­
tions of the redoubts," she said in a recent 
interview, but there were "several letters With 
one or two sentences, but only a little bit of 
stuff you could sink your teeth into." By 
comparing maps of the city from various periods, 
however, she was able to first discover their 
location and to place them in a 1989 context.

Cecile's findings, previously unknown, will 
become the focus of her master's thesis at FAU.

In addition to her academic work, Cecile is 
a partner -- along with three other Society 
members — in Research Atlantica, a historical 
research company in Coral Springs. If you d 
like more information about Cecile's experiences 
and findings, you can contact her at:

Co­
National Endowment for the Humanities Divi­

sion of General Programs for Humanities Projects in Museums and Historical Organizations 
announces an opening for a:

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
RECEIVES GRANT-IN-AID FUNDING

The Orange County Historical Society has 
received official notification from the Bureau 
of Historic Preservation that it has been award 
ed $15,000 in Historic Preservation Grant-In-Aid 
funding to perform Phase I of a survey of the —-- m communities of Orange County, 

obtained through the efforts and legislators, the Florida 
area historical groups and

historic Black
This grant was 
support of local 
Historical Society, 
individual volunteers.

Sara Van Arsdel and the Orange County His­
torical Society are to be congratulated on 
receiving this very needed grant.

In Phase I, the matching funds 
State will be used to conduct a c 
survey of historically 
constructed between 1865 
County, which was part of 
1913.

Qualification 
pline of the 1——.--- -Art History is strongly preferred). 
to the B.A., candidates must possess 
three years of specialized experience.

Application deadline is October 31, 
For more information, write:



Tampa’s oldest black nurse recalls career
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TAMPA — Mary T. Cash dis­
plays a nursing school diploma on 
her apartment wall that carries the 
date Nov. 16, 1916.

Another framed certificate veri­
fies her status as Florida’s oldest 
black registered nurse.

Her journey to achieve that cer­
tificate was long and not assured.

She came to Tampa in 1906 as 
an only child with her mother from 
Ocala.

“They had railroad excursions 
then for $3 a round trip,” she said. 
"Mama had a sister who lived here, 
and Aunt Maria told Mama she 
could get work here.”

So, "that's how we got here.”
Although she said that “nursing 

is all I’ve ever done,” her start to­
ward that calling was somewhat in­
direct.

She worked as an "office girl” 
for a Tampa doctor, M.R. Winton, 
tidying up, answering the telephone, 
“things like that.”

A patient of Winton’s suggested 
to him one day that Mary Cash 
ought to get her nursing degree. He 
asked what she thought, and she 
wasn’t sure at first.

"I was comfortable, working for 
$5 a week,” she said.

But Winton wrote her applica­
tion for a nursing school in Raleigh, 
N.C., and she rode the train for the 
second time. When she came back 
with her degree, Winton “gave me 
my first job,” she said.

"That man had brains. If he 
looked at you and felt your abdo­
men, you knew he would do the 
right thing. He never charged a Ne­
gro over $50 for an operation, and a

to a son and a daughter she consid­
ers her own. "They take good care 
of me.”

They are Curtis Randolph, who 
has a doctorate in education and is 
principal of a school in Jackson­
ville, and Mrs. Patricia Doby, a 
nurse in a Tampa hospital.

Mrs. Cash is an active member 
of New Salem Missionary Baptist 
Church.

She said that she tries to help 
other residents in her apartment 
building with nursing advice, even 
though she’s officially retired.

"I want my best days to be help­
ful days,” she said.

And she went on to become 
nursing supervisor at the municipal­
ly operated Clara Frye Hospital in 
West Tampa.

"I supervised the whole place,” 
she said. "I had a station at the 
south wing so I could see out the 
back door for ambulances coming 
in.”

She added: "The paper said I 
worked there 25 years."

Of her marriage, she said sim­
ply, "I married Mr. Cash. He lived 
two years. I let that be water under 
the dam.”

Yet Mary T. Cash says, "I have a 
wonderful family.” She’s referring

Tribune photograph by JAY CONNER
Mary T. Cash displays a diploma verifying her status as Florida’s oldest black registered nurse.

lot he didn’t charge anything.”
Mrs. Cash still stores in her clos­

et a wooden stool once used by the 
small-statured surgeon to reach 
high operating tables. She hopes to 
give it to a member of his family.

Along the way, she spent about 
four years working as the city of 
Tampa's school nurse arid truant of­
ficer for black schools.

That brought her into frequent 
contact with Christina Meacham, 
Tampa's first black woman princi­
pal:

She also worked with Clara 
Frye, the woman who started the 
city’s first hospital for black pa­
tients in her own home.



Sea Island pride

Slaves brought their basketry 
skills from their West African 
homelands. Variations of these 
baskets can be found at the 
Gullah Heritage Celebration.

For information write Penn Center, on South Carolina plantations. 
PO Box 126, Lands End Road, St.

Z”X ne of the dangers of living in a ing an annual three-day Heritage Cel- 
I I melting pot like the United ebration for both the people of the Is-

States is that in making every lands and visitors. This year’s dates 
effort to “melt in,” the immigrant are November 8,9 and 10. The open­
may abandon his or her own culture’s ing event is a Thursday night sing-out 
heritage. South Carolina’s Penn Cen- that features performances of tradi- 
ter on St. Helena Island does not want tional music. Friday events include a 
this to happen with the Gullah culture, cultural symposium and an evening

When Northern troops took over fish-fry, oyster-roast and blues perfor- 
the Islands during the Civil War, the mance. Saturday there’s a parade, Sweet-grass baskets were used 
Southern landowners fled and left be- then the Heritage Day Fair. everywhere from field to house
hind 10,000 newly freed slaves. Living 
in this isolated place, the people re­
tained the speech, traditions and reli- Helena Island, SC 29920; enclose a 
gious practices of their West African stamped self-addressed business-size 
origins. Many continue today. envelope. Or call 803-838-2432.

That way of life is highlighted dur- —Susan Champlin Taylor



PENSACOLA — Legend holds that "Julee, a 
free woman of color,” as she was described in 
a deed of record, capitalized on her prowess as 
a businesswoman to help slaves earn their 
freedom.

The 1805 deed was for a cottage that in 
recent years has been moved to Historic Pen­
sacola Village, a collection of museums and 
historic buildings, and rehabilitated.

Known as Julee Cottage, it is one of Pensa­
cola’s oldest surviving wooden buildings and 
houses a permanent exhibition on the history 
of blacks in the Florida Panhandle.

Julee Panton’s story is based primarily on 
tales handed down by word of mouth, said 
Marshall Emerson, a staff assistant with the 
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board, who 
put together the black history exhibit.

The cnttaee was the first nnrchase Julee

Panton made in her real estate career.
“She ... then would purchase slaves and al­

low them to earn money and work their indebt­
edness off to freedom,” Emerson said. “We can 
only speculate about that and piece that togeth­
er from other unrelated records like the deeds 
of property and court records."

During February, which is Black History 
Month, Julee Cottage is open without charge.

The cottage’s exhibits recall a history 
unique in many respects, including the control 
of West Florida by the Spanish, French, British 
and Spanish again before it became part of the 
United States, Emerson said.

At the time Julee Cottage was built, Pensa­
cola was in its second Spanish period.

“As Pensacola became a viable, stable set­
tlement, the black influence [was] much differ­
ent than the agricultural, colonial or even the 
U.S. Southern influence,” Emerson said.

The Spanish and French had a more le­
nient attitude toward race than did the British
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and Americans, Emerson said. Their influence 
continued even after Florida became a U.S. 
territory in 1821.

"Life was very different here for slaves and 
free blacks alike than many other areas,” Em­
erson said.

Exhibits at Julee Cottage depict:
■ Blacks who sailed here with Spanish ex­

plorer Estebanico in 1528.
□ Escaped slaves and Creek Indians who 

built Fort Negro near Apalachicola and were 
killed when it was destroyed by U.S. troops 
under Gen. Andrew Jackson.

□ Black U.S. Rep. Josiah T. Walls who 
served in Congress in the 1870s.

□ Pioneering black naval aviators who won 
their wings at Pensacola Naval Air Station

□ Two pioneering Pensacola natives, Wil­
liam E. Allen, the first black certified in radiol­
ogy in the United States, and Air Force Gen. 
Daniel “Chappie" James, the first black four- 
star general in the U.S. military.

Legendary cottage dedicated! to black history
By BILL KACZOR 
of The Associated Press



Nurse research
' The Black Nurses Association of Tampa 

Bay and the Florida Nurses Association are 
seeking to document the role of black nurs­
es in Hillsborough County’s history.

Black professional nurses are asked to 
contact Pauline Cole at (813) 239-1811 or 
Joanne Prekas at (813) 253-6262 to obtain 
questionnaires for a historical survey.

r
r .-If you have photographs or written 
^recollections of Florida’s past, write to 
Jteland Hawes at The Tampa Tribune, 
P.O. Box 191, Tampa, Fla. 33601.

A

In search of highway builders
The Alcan Highway, the land link from 

, the "lower 48" to Alaska via Canada, was 
; built during World War II.

All-black military battalions did the job 
■ under adverse conditions, often living in 
’ tent? with inadequate clothing in severely 
’ cold -weather.
r "Now Alaskans and Canadians are invit- 
' ing veterans of the 97th, 95th, 94th, 93rd
* and 388th Army Engineers who participat- 
' ed ,iti the project to a 1992 observance.
< • In Florida, James N. Eaton, archivist- 
1 curator of the Black Archives Research 
J Center and Museum at Florida A&M Uni- 
^'yefsity (FAMU) in Tallahassee, is working 
WjtB the University of Alaska to help round 
| up the World War II servicemen.

Eaton said that if enough members of 
{Southern battalions can be located, a cele- 
; bration will be planned in their honor at 
i FAMU.

"We want to make pictures and tapes 
and. .have an exhibit that will travel around 

’ the-'country to show the role of black
* troops, who were the real workers, ... and 
' what they had to go through,” he said.
J At times the men endured temperatures 
;■ 40 degrees below zero. The black battalions 
>.reportedly worked 20-hour days on the Al-
* can project because of its high wartime pri- 
►I ority.
c Those with information on veterans 
^should contact Professor James Eaton, 
<Black Archives, Florida A&M University, 
cp.O. Box 809, Tallahassee Fla. 32307 or call 
>(904) 599-3020.

'Reunion
Elido Baso of Tampa has information 

■on the reunion of the 89th Division Society 
;of World War II, which will be in Kansas 
City, Mo., Sept. 5-9. He can be contacted at 

;(813) 933-1861.
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If you have photographs or writter 
recollections of Florida’s past, write t< 
Leland Hawes at The Tampa Tribune 
P.O. Box 191, Tampa, Fla. 33601.

Madlbao 
Leland Hawes

Photos sought 
for black history

An effort is under way to remedy a Ion, 
overdue need: an illustrated black histor 
of Tampa.

Rowena Ferrell Brady, a member o 
one of Tampa’s oldest black families, i 
seeking photographs that will fill in the sto 
ry of the community’s activities during thi 
years 1920 through 1970.

She calls herself “retired,’’ after 3i 
years of teaching at College Hill and Mile 
elementary schools. Yet she’s still on thi 
job every school day at St. Peter Clave 
parochial school in a voluntary capacity.

Mrs. Brady earned her bachelor’s an< 
master's degrees from Florida Agriculture 
and Mechanical University in Tallahassee

She has been working with the histori 
cal committee at her church, St. Paul Afri 
can Methodist Episcopal in downtowi 
Tampa, in preparing for its 120th anniver 
sary on June 10.

This experience led her to realizi 
“There is very little written history abou 
blacks” in Tampa.

Her book project is progressing, bu 
she’s hopeful there are lots of “undiscov 
ered” pictures and snapshots tucked awa; 
that will broaden the view of the city’i 
black citizenry.

If you are willing to lend photographs ti 
Mrs. Brady or can provide background oi 
particular events of interest, call her a 
(813) 877-6494.

Pieces of history
The J. Clifford MacDonald Center ii 

Tampa is another organization seeking ti 
piece together its history for its 35th anni 
versary. Unfortunately, two fires in 1981 
destroyed most of the center’s earlier back 
ground materials.

If you have photographs or program: 
from MacDonald Center events, write t< 
Jean Stuck at 4304 Boy Scout Blvd., Tamp; 
33607.

Freshwater lake
For an upcoming column, I’m seekin; 

background on the freshwater lake envi 
sioned in the late 1950s north of Courtnej 
Campbell causeway. If you have informa 
tion relating to the project — which nevei 
came off — I’d appreciate hearing frorr 
you. Call me, Leland Hawes, at (813' 
272-7827.
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Gap in classroom
today is economic
■ From Page 1 “I think it went fine. It was a 

smooth transition,” said Bill Robin­
son, who, as personnel director, is 
the highest-ranking black in the Cit­
rus County School District.

Tom Dixon, Sumter County’s 
lone black county commissioner, 
said he remembers integration go­
ing smoothly.

But black students did lose some 
things in the transition, Bostick said.

“We had our proms. We had 
homecoming and homecoming 
queens,” he said. “We lost all that. 
It was years (after integration) be­
fore there was a black homecoming 
queen in Dunnellon.”

Broxton said problems were cre­
ated by the fact that black schools 
were closed and white schools were 
used for education. Instead of im­
proving schools in black communi­
ties, the schools were shut down 
and the students sent elsewhere to 
white schools.

Sawyer said he thinks the stu­
dents going to school now have an 
advantage compared to when he at­
tended a segregated system. The 
students, however, may not recog­
nize that.

When he talks to students, Saw­
yer said he emphasizes education, 
even though he only completed the 
eighth grade before having to start 
work to help support his family.

"I like to talk to them and tell 
them to stay away from worldly 
things, especially drugs,” he said. “I 
tell them, don’t go to school just be­
cause it’s someplace to go, work 
hard at it.”

Sawyer said he thinks a good ed­
ucation is going to be the key to a 
decent life for young blacks no mat­
ter what line of work they pursue. 
He reached across his desk and 
picked up a stack of trade journals 
for people who work in the areas of 
road maintenance and public water 
systems.

■ing push black kids on, he said. That 
can be done by talking to them indi­
vidually and stressing the impor­
tance of further education.

“The opportunity is there” for 
black students, he said. “Our young­
sters have not been taught to be re­
sponsible or accountable for their 
actions enough to chart their ways 
to success.”

Leonard Barriner said he, too, 
thinks black students need more at­
tention. He is president of the Mari­
on County chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People.

When black students get behind, 
teachers sometimes teach around 
them and do not give them the ex­
tra attention they need in order to 
catch up, he said.

Attempts to improve education 
for blacks date back at least to the 
mid- to late 1960s when the three 
county school districts were inte­
grated. That ended the idea of sepa­
rate but equal education and the ac­
companying "colored” schools, 
which frequently got hand-me-down 
books and materials.

“I studied with books that had 
no covers on them. They were that 
worn out. We only got new pro­
grams when the white schools were 
through with them and had gone on 
to something else,” said Inverness 
public works director Dan Sawyer, 
who attended the all-black Hard 
Rock High School in Dunnellon, 
which later was renamed Booker T. 
Washington.

All three counties, made it 
through the period of integration 
without serious racial clashes, black 
leaders say.

"We had a couple of flare-ups, 
but nothing major,” said John Bos­
tick, a Dunnellon city councilman 

-who during the 1960s was the city’s 
only black police officer.
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Education______
Last in a series.

respect and understanding,” said 
Lorenzo Edwards, Ocala City 
Council member and director of 
minority affairs at Central Flori­
da Community College. “Integra­
tion did not bring social cohe­
siveness.”

The goal of blacks and whites 
participating equally in society 
cannot be met unless the educa­
tional and economic standing of 
blacks improves, he said.

In all three counties, a lower 
percentage of black pupils than 
white pupils passed nearly every 
section of the 1989 Statewide Stu­
dent Assessment Test, state De­
partment of Education figures 
show.

In many cases the figures 
were within a few percentage 
points. In several categories, 
however, at least 10 percent 
more black pupils failed a test 
section than did white pupils. In 
Sumter County, for example, 
fewer than one in 10 white fifth­
graders failed to meet state stan­
dards for reading; while more 
than one in five black fifth-grad­
ers failed that section of the test.

Morgan said those differenc­
es can be deceptive, because 
from year to year the numbers 
can change greatly. For that rea­
son, he said the district does not 
generally compare broad catego-

By LYLE McBRIDE 
and DEAN SOLOV 

. Tribune Staff Writers
BUSHNELL — Integration 

put black and white children in 
the same classrooms, but pover­
ty continues to create a gap in 
education, school officials and 
black leaders agree.

“When you’re worried about 
food and shelter and things such 
as that, you’re not likely to have 
a lot of time to spend helping 
your kids with homework at 
night,” said Preston 
Morgan, Sumter County 
school superintendent.

While black leaders 
in Citrus, Marion and 
Sumter counties agree 
that attitudes are chang­
ing, they say integration 
does not equal accep­
tance.

“You can’t legislate

ries. such as blacks to whites or I 
boys to girls.

“We concentrate on looking I 
at schools and at individual stu­
dents,” he said.

One of the few generaliza­
tions Morgan said he could make 
is that students from poor homes 
usually score lower than other 
students, and the district has 
programs to try and address 
that.

In one, educators work with 
parents who do not read well so 

that they can help their 
children read.

“We try to get them 
to read stories to their 
children and help them 
with their reading as­
signments,” Morgan 
said. That way, the par­
ent’s reading skill im­
proves with the child’s.

Citrus County School 
Superintendent Carl Austin said 
his district also has programs di­
rected at helping poor families. 
One of those has children from 
poor families attending classes a 
year before they start kindergar­
ten. To qualify, the children 
must be eligible for the free and 
reduced lunch program.

Parents of the children in­
volved must come in and work 
with teachers and counselors.

“We don’t target blacks or 
any other minorities for pro­
grams,” he said.

Edwards agreed that poverty 
is one of the problems affecting 
black students’ performance in 
education.

“You cannot divorce black 
educational opportunities from 
black economic opportunities,” 
Edwards said. “And education 
affects every facet of life.”

Eugene Broxton, a minister 
and head of the politically per­
suasive Ministerial Fellowship of 
Marion County, said poor par­
ents generally don’t push their 
children to work hard at their 
education.

There’s often a lack of sup­
port from the family regarding 
the importance of education, so 
the schools need to work at help

See GAP, Page 2

Poverty serves 
as educational



Sumter Black

Source: State Department of Education Tribune graphic

“I read the ads in these things, 
and the jobs all are for a person 
with a bachelor’s degree in this or a 
master’s degree in that. I don’t have 
that. I worked for the city a long

Marion____________

3rd grade reading
3rd grade writing
3rd grade math_____
5th grade reading
5th grade writing
5th grade math_____
8th grade reading
8th grade writing
8th grade math

86%
86%
89%
79%
79%
83%
79%
80%
81%

93% 
91% 
89% 
81% 
91% 
74% 
89%
89% 
81%

3rd grade reading 
3rd grade writing 
3rd grade math 
5th grade reading 
5th grade writing 
5th grade math
8th grade reading 
8th grade writing 
8th grade math

Black
93%
89%
91%
82%
91%
82%
84%
78%
81%

Average
93%
92%
93%
88%
88%
88%
85%
83%
84%

Average
96%
94%
95%
92%
95%
91%
92%
87%
88%

97% 
95% 
94% 
93% 
94% 
89%
93% 

/ 91%
89%

White 

97% 
i 95% 
95% 
95% 

■; 96% 
i 93% 
• 94% 
r 89% 

89%

f
■ White 

96%
■ 95% 

95% 
93%

______ 93% 
90% 
88% 
85% 
85%

■■

Percentage of biack, white students by county 
who passed the 1989 student assessment test 
Citrus_____________________ White Black Average
3rd grade reading___________  97% 93% 97%
3rd grade writing_____________ 95% 91% 95%
3rd grade math______________ 94% 89% 94%
5th grade reading_____________93% 81% 92%
5rd grade writing .__________ ■ 94% 91% 94%
5th grade math_______________89% 74% 89%
8th grade reading_________ 93% 89% 92%
8th grade writing____________ ,'91% 89% 91%
8th grade math >89% 81% 88%

time, and I worked hard to get this 
job.

“But the next man who sits in 
this chair is going to have to have a 
college education."



acres, but added three more sec-

out of

.•.:Coilins’ father married 
Washington’s daughter Agnes. The

law, on' condition that Agnes’ mother 
be cared for.

'. Washington was one of the lucky, 
or ambitious, few who were granted

eluded were the Mayos, cousins of 
the Collins family.

The Collins children could walk to 
school or to church at the Shiloh Mis­
sionary Baptist Church and never 
leave land belonging to father or 
their uncle.

Grandmother Washington, 
Frances, was 9 when slaves were 
freed. Raymond, oldest child of R.L. 
Collins, remembers she used to 
smoke a pipe and sectioned her hair 
off with string, not braids, as later 
became the fashion. "I remember 
that pipe rattling with the nicotine 
gone liquid.” Different ones would 
tell her to clean the pipe.

At one time, a white man, his 
name long forgotten, moved into the 
area, lived with the black families 
and taught the black children. He is 
buried in the old black cemetery.

Most of the black families with 
holdings in the area lost their land 
because of not being able to pay 
t-------- --- — 
living. Many simply walked away af- “ 
ter giving up on farming the land.

R.L. Collins worked at whatever 
Job he managed to get He picked

(NAACP) in Citrus County and ser­
ved as president for three years. He 
remained a life member until his 
death.

About 40 years ago. Collins sold 40 
acres of his holdings to a real estate 
developer, receiving about SI.000. 
The slick-thinking agent took pic­
tures of orange groves, took them up 
north and sold lots to people tired of 
the cold winters and intrigued with 
the idea of growing their own fruit.

“That man probably made a for­
tune." Raymond Collins said, "but 
my daddy didn't have anything to do 
with the deception. Papa was an or­
dained deacon with the Shiloh Mis­
sionary Baptist Church, as long as it 
existed, and later at St. Lewis Bap- 

rtist at Shady Rest. Papa lived his

which served until segregation ini carriers rode horses 
education came to an end. Brooksville, and delivered mail to

In 1972, Collins founded the first' the homes on the route.
branch of National Association for The two-and-one-half mile road 
the Advancement of Colored People that leads back from the county mad

I is”on private property, Collins 
property. At one point, people began 
to fence in the road to prevent

I delivery of mail to the Collins home. I 
Collins was told to move his mailbox I 
down to the county road if he wanted 
his mail.

Collins talked to a lawyer and was 
told since his mailbox had been there 
for 40 years, he didn’t have to move 
it. Some white friends of the Collins’ 
told him to contact Washington D.C.

When delivery began again, the 
mail carrier had to bring the mail to 
the house. It wouldn't all fit in the 
box.

Collins built the six-room house his 
family lived in for 30 years. When 
electricity came to the county, it

tions. for a total of 160 acres. He also 
purchased an additional 80 acres 
down on the prairie, for 25 cents an 
acre, but lost that land because he 
couldn’t pay the taxes on it during 
the Depression.

The family has a photograph of 
Washington, along with another for­
mer slave. Phelan Harris. Raymond 
Roberts, former slave owner, hired 
Washington to care for Harris after a 
stroke confined Harris to a 
wheelchair.

Raymond Collins, oldest son of 
R.L. Collins, remembers having to 
"lug drinking water from the 
spring,” a distance of about a mile, 
but water for hogs and chickens was 
carried home from the nearby pond

, Citrus County (FL) Chronicle, Wednesday, October 23, 1987

Collins remembered as pioneer
By DEJUANA HARRIS
Staff Writer__________________

Family and friends gathered Sun­
day. Oct. 25 at the Collins home on 
Danley Point in the south central 
part of the county 
in tribute to the 
passing of a third- 
generation mem­
ber of a 
pioneering Citrus 
County family.

■ Robert L. 
Collins. 84. died 
Oct. 22 on the 120- 
acre farm south of 
the Withlacoochee 
State Forest that Robert Collins 
grew from a 40- 
acre land grant following freeing of in two-gallon yellow syrup buckets.

. the slaves in the 19th century.
Gillum Washington, .Collins’

take his crops to the farmers'. • ’ 
market in Tampa. "Papa cut his 
okra when it was still small and ten­
der and he got top prices for it,' 
around $3 a bushel. He left early 
enough to get there about daylight” ' 
He grew sweet potatoes, corn, 
peanuts, peas, and watermelon, also. 
His com and peas sold well, too, his 
wife remembers. ■. •

Until the hard freeze of ’83 or'M,?
the Collins property contained ai£ 
orange grove and a pear orchard. AH' 
the citrus plants were wiped out inr 
the below-freezing cold snap. One- 
pear tree remains of the pear.- 
orchard. 4

The citrus grove was over lOGf 
years old. and the remaining pear 
tree was as old as Collins. * 2 ■ 

Collins taught his children things? * 
he had learned about staying out <r£- 
trouble with “white folks” .-.is 
walking on the opposite side of tlrt 

v. Km, .M.o vu w road, stepping off the sidewalk, etej'• 
taxes or not being able to make 3 He didn't want his children to be

But when his daughter flnl-dw 
eighth grade, and wanted to contimrx  
her schooling, Collins went to th<2'’’= 
school board. When that did no gond,';’". 
he was advised by some of his whits 
neighbors to contact Hie board oCr.'.'J,

Collins always found a way to over­
come the prejudice and spite that 
(ame his way, his family said. ---------- - . „

r_______ „___________ After rural mail delivery began in farther. And enclosed porch allows
a school built for black children - the county, he put up a mailbox beauty °f 0,6 countryside to be 
Booker T. Washington secondary -, across the road from his home. Mail viewed without exposure to the ele­

ments. j
Beatrice'Collins, or "Big Mama” 1 

as she is known to her children and 
close friends, has kept things going 
through her husband’s illness.
. “He was a proud, strong, hard- 1 
working man who provided for his , 
family," his widow said. "I know it 
bothered him to have to depend on 
me, but we were always able to de­
pend on him."

Other children born to R.L. and 
Beatrice Collins are three other 
sons. Robert. Edell and Howard 
Collins and daughter Mrs. Laytha 
Collins Danley. Seventeen 
grandchildren and four great­
grandchildren also survive R.L. 
Collins.

a 13 I
A large tnree-bedroom, two full 

1 bath home sets on the property now, 
about a block’s distance from, the 
home that R.L. built. It’s exterior is 
a deeper gold than the Florida sand. 
The front porch looks out on Collins 
land as far as the eye can see. and I

one in each hand. "Didn't take long 
 for those syrup buckets to get 

grandfather, was granted 40.'acres heavy,” Raymond said. He was a 
and a mule. He chose what is now young boy at the time.
Citrus County In which to settle. r.l. (as he was known) and 
Washington died in'May 1931, at age Beatrice Collins’ children attendeda 

. one-room school, with one teacher 
I for first through eighth grade. Black 

- - t children’s school lasted four months.
land was left to Washington's son-in- in order to attend, there was a con-

....» 2^™. a,saassaixs
m*Bag?>M8 40 settlement agreement as Gillum Raymond remembers his father SrE P “

1—4 1J“‘ “■ * - ’ Washington. One of the families In- getting up early on a Saturday to ’ ■ ■ Reass see Collins, SX?.
~ u-. ’"rtr---------------— ■■ -----------' CallinsJX

* _.' ~
Continued from font ;; [ Collins also played a part in get-;
' ■“Papa was told by the education ling the Citrus County com- 
supervisor for Citrus County that the missioners to accept the Food Stamp 
little buildings were just as good as; Program for the elderly, 
the red brick building set up for 
white children,” said Ruth C. Can­
non, oldest daughter.

By presevering, Collins finally got
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Prosperity has eluded most blacks
■ From Page 1

I:

he said.
The opportunity is there for 

black youths, Broxton said. But, he 
added, "Our youngsters have not 
been taught to be responsible or ac­
countable for their actions enough 
to chart their ways to success.”

Many of Ocala’s black youths 
live in single-family homes where 
the parent spends much time at 
work and little at home with his or 
her children, Broxton said. Beepuse 
of a lack of support at home, he 
said, the schools are needed to pick 
up the slack and help steer the chil­
dren toward success.

Some of Marion County’s black 
leaders said whites should help the 
black community raise itself eco­
nomically — not just because it 
would help the county as a whole, 
but because it’s the right thing to 
do.

Said Edwards: “Once upon a 
time, we forgot a people. Now we 
need to help them become mem­
bers of mainstream society.”

BLACKS TODAY Economics

so big that we al- Edwards 
low ourselves to be caught up in it 
sometimes.”

Broxton agreed that some blacks 
have been held back by their belief 
in the futility of lifting themselves 
higher. “This has infiltrated the 
minds of a lot of our young people,”

al,” Copeland said.
The main problem, Thomas 

said, is conditioning and self-image.
'“Black peo­

ple tend to be so 
stereotyped, and 
they tend to live 
up to certain ste­
reotypes ... be­
cause they think 
they have to,” he 
said. “The pic­
ture of not being 
accepted and be­
ing different is

“very disturbing" the lack of ad­
vancement of blacks at the county 
government level. ‘Walk through 
the building and everything is snow 
white.”

Others noted that blacks often 
don’t have the borrowing power for 
business loans because they lack 
the money to back it up.

To complicate matters, econom­
ic conditions are breeding crime, 
Edwards said. "Young blacks can 
make $300 a day or more selling 
crack,” he said.

Broxton said drug use continues 
to be a bane to the black communi­
ty. And, he said, the community is 
tolerating it “because we have 
made complaints in the past without 
results” and because people are 
physically afraid to take on djug 
dealers.

Some said that whilo blacks face

some real economic obstacles, otherwise — as whites, 
blacks sometimes are their own “Those who work hard, they’re 
worst enemy. able to make it... The change has to

"The opportunity exists equally come first from within the individu- 
for us all,” said Patrick Thomas, a 
22-year-old black Citnjs County resi­
dent who worRs-as assistant office 
manager , in'itate Sen. Karen Thur­
man’s office. __ ______

Thomas said | I
young blacks of­
ten set their 
sights lower than 
young whites 
when job-hunt­
ing. While a 
white youth 
might try to get 
a job at a bank 
or government 
office, he said, a 
black youth is Barriner 
more inclined to head to a fast food 
chain for work.

Copeland said he, too, believes 
blacks in Citrus County have the 
same opportunities — business and
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No easy answers 
for ways to move 
stumbling blocks

Serving Somter,
Alachoa and Levy

By DEAN SOLOV 
and LYLE McBRIDE 
Tribune Staff Writers
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BLACKS TODAY
Economics 'aasa growth that you have 
Second of got in M™
x. „ just passed the black 
three parts fo[ks by>,. said Leonard

Barriner, head of the 
Marion County chapter of the NAACP.

Or, as former Ocala Mayor Craig Curry 
put it: "Over the years, the blacks have 
won the right to check into the Hilton Ho­
tel, but they can’t afford to check in.”

Community leaders — black and white 
— cited economic problems as a root of 
other problems in the black community, 
including drug abuse among youths. “Im­
proving economics, to me, is the No. 1 
thing that needs to happen,” Curry said.

"Blacks have socio-economically been 
fringe members of society,” Ocala City 
Councilman Lorenzo Edwards noted.

Similarly, in Citrus and Sumter coun­
ties blacks are more often numbered 
among the have-nots than the haves. But, 
some said, it’s not because they’ve been 
locked out of the system.

“If an individual doesn’t do well, it’s 
with the individual, it’s not the communi­
ty,” said Frederick Copeland of Crystal 
River, a longtime leader in the black com­
munity.

Ocala is the largest city in the Marion- 
Citrus-Sumter area, and suffers from the

A

OCALA — Marion County is celebrat­
ing a period of growth, but not everyone 

was invited to the party.
Despite progress 

since the civil rights 
movement of the 
1960s, blacks have 
shared little of the eco­
nomic progress the 
county as a whole has 
enjoyed.

“Much
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OCALA — Marion County Com­
missioner Glen Fiorello wants to 
get tough with people sentenced to 

1 jail for drug and alcohol offenses, 
but at least one Sheriff’s Office of­
ficial wonders if the price is too 
high.

Commissioners are to review 
an ordinance Tuesday that would 
prohibit such inmates from getting 
credit for good behavior. The state 
allows inmates to earn credit, 
called gain time, and counties 
have the option of letting them 
earn additional gain time.

The effect of the ordinance is 
that inmates put in jail for drug- 
and alcohol-related crimes would 
serve a greater portion of their 
sentences.

But a report from sheriff’s Ma­
jor J.A. Pauls, Jr. said the ordi­
nance could cost the county nearly 
$3 million next year for additional 
bed space, operating costs and la­
bor.

The report assumes there 
would be an average of 74 inmates 
jailed throughout the year for drug

6 6 While we concur with 
Commissioner Fiorello’s 
reasoning behind the 
ordinance, the matter must be 
examined from a practical 
standpoint. 9 9

— Major J.A. Pauls, Jr. 
Sheriff’s department

and alcohol offenses. At the cur­
rent rate of $18,000 per bed, the 
cost of providing 74 additional 
beds would be about $1.3 million, 
the report says.

The jail’s current operating 
cost breaks down to about $29.30 
per inmate per day, which means 
the county could end up spending 
$791,393 more yearly to run the 
facility, the report says. Since 
there would be no incentive for 
the 74 inmates to work as trusties, 
the county also would lose about 
$584,896 of labor each year, the 
report says.

“While we concur with Com­
missioner Fiorello’s reasoning be­
hind the ordinance, the matter 
must be examined from a practi­
cal standpoint,” Pauls said in his 
report.

CRYSTAL RIVER — Harold Hall ac­
knowledges that when he started a busi­
ness here, he became one of Citrus 
County’s more prominent black business­
men.

But the 45-year-old co-owner of Citrus 
Oldsmobile doesn’t like to be classified by 
race. He says he considers himself a busi­
nessman. Period.

“I proceed through life virtually as 
color-blind as I possibly can,” Hall said. "I 
don’t walk in here on a daily basis and 
say, ‘I am a black man running a busi­
ness.’ I walk in here daily as a man run­
ning a business.

“Simple as that.”
Hall, with his wife and their three chil­

dren, moved to Citrus County 3>/2 years 
ago from the Chicago area so he could 
establish the dealership. He opened the 
business after 15-plus years with General 
Motors.

Though “certain people get kind of tak­
en back a little bit when they ask to speak 
to the owner and I walk out,” Hall said his 
color seems to have little, if any, effect on 
business.

“My average customer wouldn’t care if 
I were green with six legs as long as, if 
they have a problem, I address that prob­
lem” and offer competitive prices.

In fact, Hall suggests that area consum­
ers are like himself — color-blind.

“My numbers, by and large — in sales

BROOKSVILLE — An assistant 
state attorney believes it will take 
only five days to convince a jury 
that Gary Lynn Bushell killed 
Diane Jean Wentworth.

Bushell's defense attorneys be­
lieve it will take just five days to 
convince a jury of his innocence.

Bushell is scheduled to be tried 
this week in Sumter County on a 
charge of first-degree murder. He 
is accused of killing Wentworth, a 
former Springstead High School 
student, in April 1983.

The prosecution is basing 
much of its case on circumstantial 
evidence against Bushell, who was 
pinpointed by state witnesses as 
the last person to see Wentworth 
alive before her partly-clothed 
body was discovered by a motorist 
in a field near the intersection of 
Hexam and Sunshine Grove roads.

An autopsy showed that Went­
worth was strangled with a piece 
of material.

A hodgepodge group, who had 
been drinking and dancing at a 
lounge just outside the Brooksville 
city limits, met outside the bar 
and decided to buy some beer. 
The group of eight drove to a lake 
off Nightwalker Road.

Soon after their arrival at the 
lake, one of the women at the par­

ty attacked Wentworth and beat 
her in the face. Witnesses say 
Bushell then offered to drive 
Wentworth home.

Bushell, who reportedly was 
adamant about having sex that 
night, made romantic advances to­
ward Wentworth, who was unre­
sponsive to him, a witness has 
stated in a court deposition.

Bushell’s attorneys have main­
tained all along that Bushell left 
the party alone after the fight.

During the last hearing before 
the trial, Jackson Brownlee, one of 
Bushell’s defense attorneys, asked 
a judge Tuesday to order Assistant 
State Attorney Anthony Tatti to 
write a "statement of particulars” 
— a document detailing the exact 
time, date and place the crime oc­
curred.

But Tatti told Circuit Judge 
John W. Booth that the state will 
not be able to prove the exact 
time and place of the killing, be­
cause only the killer knows those 
details.

The trial was scheduled to be­
gin in October, but was postponed 
because one of the state’s witness­
es from the spontaneous lakeside 
party was involved in an automo­
bile accident Oct. 7 and needed 
time to recover.

Since that delay, Bushell has

By DEAN SOLOV 
and LYLE McBRIDE 
Tribune Staff Writers

By MICKIE ANDERSON 
Tribune Staff Writer
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a law 
At»anda CoX’ 
aiany other „

Fiorello, who called for the or­
dinance months ago, said Friday it 
could send out a message that 
Marion County is getting tough 
with those caught abusing or mak­
ing money off drugs and alcohol.

“When are we ever going to set 
down the rules? It’s basically a 
statement of how society feels 
about certain types of offenses,” 
Fiorello said.

“A lot of people don’t want to 
see the jails overcrowded, but 
what do we build the jails for?”

.Wan pwHs busmess beffore race
Car dealer fades to be color-blind, says others do too

Cutting inmates’ gain 
time could cost county
By TOM HENRY 
Tribune Staff Writer

Tribune photograph by JEFFREY CAMP
“ _ _ ..................................... .....  > his honor. Copeland has been a lifelong resident of
background,’ stands’ a*t the Cystral River park named in Citrus County and a community leader for many years.
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Glen Fiorello wants to limit 
the good behavior time some 
prison inmates can earn.

kinds of racial divisions often associated 
with big cities. The town is racially split, 
with blacks generally living on the west 
side, and whites on the east. Housing is the 
most oft-cited problem in Ocala's black 
community.

As is the case nationally, no one seems 
to have any easy answers on how to re­
duce the disparity in Ocala. But Curry, Ed­
wards and others are in agreement that 
whatever the answer, it’s going to have to 
involve the white community’s help.

"We’re going to have to get the thing 
done with east Ocala and west Ocala work­
ing together,” said the Rev. Eugene Brox­
ton, who chairs the all-black Ministerial 
Fellowship of Marion County.

For blacks to move up the ladder eco­
nomically, some said, they need to be giv­
en the same business opportunities as 
whites, whether it’s a young person 
looking for his first job or an older person 
wanting to start his own business.

“It seems that we get the lowest paying 
jobs,” Broxton said. “We have people that 
can fill some positions, but I don’t think 
they’ve been considered because of race.”

For instance, Broxton said he finds

MB

and service — are in keeping with every­
body else, so I can’t say I’m losing busi­
ness” because of prejudice.

Likewise, he says, color hasn’t inter­
fered with his relationship with white area 
businessmen, who have largely welcomed 
him to the business community.

“I think by and large the business com­
munity here in Citrus County, for the most 
part, ingratiates me and does not neces­
sarily look at me as being a black business 
person, but rather a businessman,” Hall 
said. ‘T’ve not encountered any prob­
lems."

Still, Hall considers himself an outsid­
er. Not because he’s black — in fact, he 
considers himself an outsider among

the council from adopting such a rule.
Other objections include cost, the fact 

fences do not provide foolproof safety mea­
sures, and that fences are unsightly. Those 
reasons are flimsy excuses. The council has 
also maintained that you can’t legislate 
common sense.

But, says Crowley, a Florida Power 
Corp, worker who has made the fence law 
a personal crusade, government legislates 
common sense all the time, such as seat 
belt laws. What are speed limits except en­
forced common sense?

Crowley says in his neighborhood, there 
are 10 children under 5 years old and two 
nearby pools without fences.

Unfortunately, one argument of the 
council, that the fences are no promise of 
safety, is true. The pool where Amanda Cox 
was found was fenced. She got in anyway.

That points to a key element of any lo­
cal law about enclosing pools if it is to be 
effective. A 4-foot fence — the minimum 
height in most ordinances — is not enough. 
The laws also must dictate that gates have 
latches that are difficult for children to 
open.

There are latches that lock when the 
gate is shut. Another type of latch can only 
be opened by reaching over the top of the 
gate. The city of Port Richey requires the 
gate latch to be at least 42 inches from the 
ground. A majority of the cities and coun­
ties in the region require some kind of self­
locking gate as part of the building codes.

No one knows if Amanda Cox found an 
open gate around the pool or if she opened 
it herself. The latch on the gate was the 
common horseshoe-shaped variety that 
needs only a simple push to open.
Ocala finally reacts

Crystal River has no requirement for 
fencing around pools, but Building and Zon­
ing Official John Henning handles things 
differently.

He talks to everyone who builds a pool 
and asks them to put up a fence. Everyone 
has seen the wisdom of the request and no 
one, he says, has refused.

If everyone reacted responsibly and 
with that kind of common sense, Ocala 
would not need such a law. Or, if every 
place was like Bushnell where there are 
only a few pools, such an ordinance might 
not be necessary.

But Ocala and Marion County are hard­
ly Bushnell. And common sense sometimes 
does require the weight of law.

Ocala is finally reacting. At the request 
of Councilman Lorenzo Edwards, the city 
staff is drafting an ordinance requiring 
fences around pools.

That is a first step, but adoption of the 
law is not certain. First the council will 

and possibly tinker with it and it 
in,,ct be advertised before coming to the 
Zncil for a vote. It also must survive two 
separate votes of the council before it be- 

date has been set for even the first 
il workshop on the ordinance

h a law might not have helped 
but unfortunately, there are 

youngsters like her around.
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Man Behind the Hymn
By LELAND HAWES 
Tribune Staff Writer

Blacks still held political office, and 
his neighborhood had both white 
and black families.

But he began to run into harden­
ing "Jim Crow” segregation laws on 
public accommodations in the 1890s 
that led him into potentially danger­
ous situations.

In one instance, he was warned 
to leave his first-class seat in an 
"all-white” railroad car by the 
threat of a mob in a Georgia town 
where the train would stop. The 
black porter assured him the threat 
was real.

Johnson decided he’d better 
move, although he later wondered 
whether he had overreacted.

A "mob” of another sort con­
fronted him in Jacksonville follow­
ing the disastrous 1901 fire that 
leveled a large portion of the city.

A New York woman asked John­
son to check an article she had writ­
ten on the fire’s effects on the black 
community. He described her as 
having "eyes and hair so dark that 
they blanched the whiteness of her 
face.”

Johnson met her in a Jackson­
ville park after he finished work at 
a fire relief commissary. As he 
looked over her material, he be­
came conscious of "ominous nois­
es.”

Jacksonville had been under 
martial law, and a militia detach­
ment with guns and dogs had 
tracked.. down Johnson and the

Lift every voice and sing,
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Lib­

erty,
Let our rejoicing rise,
High as the list’ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the roll­

ing sea ...
Those words lead off a hymn 

written in Jacksonville in 1900 that 
has come to be known as the Negro 
National Anthem. The lyricist, 
James Weldon Johnson, a native 
Floridian, went on to become a 
prominent national figure in his 
time.

Black History Month is an ap­
propriate period to examine the ca­
reer of the man whose words are 
sung fervently and often at gather­
ings around the country.

But Johnson’s fame did not rest 
solely upon that accomplishment. 
For he has become known as Jack­
sonville’s “Renaissance Man.”

Johnson rose to become a rec­
ognized poet, a Broadway song-writ­
er, a U.S. consul, the national 
secretary of the NAACP and an au­
thor of widely circulated books.

The son of a headwaiter at Jack­
sonville’s largest hotel and a school­
teacher, Johnson was born in 1871 
in a home atmosphere nurturing 
learning and advancement.

As a youth in Jacksonville, he
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Venezuela and after

went through the eighth grade at 
Stanton School for blacks. And he 
got a reputation as a baseball pitch­
er with a wicked curveball.

He went on to attend Atlanta 
University, then a preparatory high 
school as well as a college.

Johnson absorbed enough legal 
knowledge by working for a lawyer 
to pass an oral examination before 
the bar association. He was the first 
black man so admitted to the Flori­
da Bar.

After working as a delivery boy 
and "office boy” for the Florida 
Times Union in Jacksonville, he 
went on to start one of the first 
black newspapers in Florida. The 
Daily American lasted about a year.

Johnson as consul had to deal 
with the side effects of revolutions 
in Venezuela and in a later assign­
ment at Corinto, Nicaragua, This 
was the era of U.S. "gunboat diplo- 

” and he found American 
warships in port regularly.

On \eave from Yy\s Nicaragua

Expanding education
Once he had his college degree, 

Johnson came home from Atlanta to 
take over the principal’s position at 
Stanton.

Until then, when students fin­
ished the eighth grade, there was no 
higher-level local public school for 
them to attend.

With permission from the school 
superintendent, Johnson decided to 
teach those students who wanted to 
continue.

Thus, Duval County got its first 
public high school for blacks.

In the late 1890s, James and his 
talented musician brother, Rosa­
mond Johnson, spent a year in New 
York attempting to promote a satir­
ic opera they had written. They 
didn’t sell the opera, but they made 
valuable contacts and did sell some 
songs.

Upon their return to Jackson­
ville, they continued collaborating, 
"with an eye toward Broadway.” 
And they got involved in several 
community projects.

James Johnson was asked to 
speak at a Feb. 12 observance of

Photographs from “Along the Way, the Autobiography of James Weldon Johnson”
James Weldon Johnson wrote “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” what came to be known as 
the Negro National Anthem, in Jacksonville in 1900.
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Abraham Lincoln’s birthday in 1900, ma£^’._ 
but he decided he wanted to do 
somcthlne more- thnn cnftflk..

"white" woman. There were shouts 
of "Kill the damned Negro!’’

Only the presence of a calming 
officer kept the militiamen in 
check. Johnson, faced with a charge 
of consorting with a white woman, 
finally was able to explain that, de­
spite appearances, the woman writ­
er was of mixed blood.

Racial injustice became a major 
occupational concern later on in 
Johnson’s life. But in the interven­
ing years he demonstrated the di­
versity of his talents.

With his brother, Rosamond, and 
associate, Bob Cole, he joined in 
producing Broadway songs and 
plays. Syncopated black rhythms 
were just achieving widespread pop­
ularity, and their music was 
hummed and sung all over the 
country.

Their first big hit, "The Maiden 
With the Dreamy Eyes,” was sung 
by the well-known actress Anna 
Held. “Under the Bamboo Tree” 
and "The Congo Love Song” were 
two other winners.

Between shows, James Johnson 
was taking courses at Columbia Uni­
versity and writing a book, "The Au­
tobiography of an Ex-Colored Man."

In 1904, Johnson pitched in to 
help Theodore Roosevelt in his 
presidential race and, in the after­
math of the election, applied for the 
U.S. Consular Service.

He was accepted and sailed for 
Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, where 
his fluency in Spanish, learned as a 
boy in Jacksonville, stood him in 
good stead.

W"



Above, 
Johnson, 

center, his 
brother, 

Rosamond, 
right, and 
Bob Cole 

wrote music 
for 

Broadway 
musicals. At 

right, 
Johnson is 
shown with 

a Navy 
guard when 

he served 
as U.S. 

consul to 
Nicaragua.

through the streets of New York.
In the years ahead, when his ti­

tle changed to national secretary of 
the NAACP, he helped to mobilize 
action against the grisly lynchings 
happening regularly across the

post, he married Grace NaU a 
young woman who had won 'his 
heart several years previously.

After the presidential election ot 
1912, Johnson lost an expected 
transfer, and he resigned from the 
consular service.

But in December 1916, Johnson 
was asked to become the first field 
secretary for the NAACP, then a 
small organization only five years 
old.

His first assignment was to orga­
nize branches in the South. "I start­
ed on the actual work in January 
1917, beginning at Richmond, Va., 
and going as far south as Tampa, 
Fla.,” he wrote.

Thus, Johnson laid the ground­
work for an NAACP branch in Tam­
pa. Robert W. Saunders, Florida 
field secretary in later years, con­
firmed that Johnson is, indeed, 
credited with starting the Tampa 
branch in 1917.

After a July 1917 riot in East St. 
Louis, Mo., where hundreds of 
blacks were killed- Johnson was in­

chorus. "The song was taught to the v°lved^ a Pratest Parade 
children and sung very effectively 
at the celebration,” Johnson said.

After the performance, he gave 
little further thought to the hymn. 
But Johnson learned that Jackson­
ville schoolchildren kept singing the country.

. Johnson pushed long and hard
as a lobbyist for a federal anti­

song. And some became teachers
and taught it to their pupils.

Later, "Lift Every Voice and lynching law. But Congress proved 
Sing” was sung by church groups stubbornly recalcitrant.
and adopted as an official anthem He continued working with the 
by the NAACP. It spread around the NAACP until 1931, when he became 
country, and its popularity has per- a prOfessor at Fisk University.
sisted- Johnson was killed in an auto­

Johnson had grown up in the mobile crash in 1938. But his "Ne- 
1880s in Jacksonville when race re- gro National Anthem” is sung every 
lations were relatively relaxed, jay somewhere in America.

ID hiS autobiography, he ex- 
plained: “I talked over with my 
brother the thought I had in mind, 
and we planned to write a song to 
be sung as part of the exercises. We 
planned, better still, to have it sung 
by schoolchildren — a chorus of 
500 voices.”

Johnson worked on the wording, 
and he said the first line came easi­
ly: “Lift every voice and sing ...” By 
the time he had finished the first 
stanza, he said, "the spirit of the po­
em had taken hold of me.”

Rosamond Johnson began plot­
ting the music on the piano, and 
James said he paced back and forth 
on the front porch, "repeating the 
lines over and over to myself, going 
through all of the agony and ecstasy 
of creating."

When he reached the final stan­
za, he wrote that he could not hold 
back the tears: “I was experiencing 
the transports of the poet’s ecstasy."

A copy was sent to the brothers’ 
publisher in New York, asking that 
additional copies be made for the
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The Democrat’s,coverage
of the violence at Rosewood

On Jan. 5, 1923, The Tallahassee 
Democrat carried three Associated 
Press dispatches on the violence in 

the bottom of the front page under the 
headline “RACE RIOT IN LEVY 
COUNTY RESULTS IN SEVERAL 
DEATHS.” The Democrat carried no 
other stories on the violence, before or 
after January 5.

Here are those dispatches, as they 
appeared in The Democrat:

SUMNER, Jan. 5,1923 - A party of

at Rosewood, two miles from here, in

pc Willi VMC jiVUMWvai.

No effort was made, however, to |

possible fate of the negroes reported 
„„„„ to be barricaded in a house from 
alleged which they warded off attacks of the 
le place whites during the nighL i

The scene of the disturbances lies in 
a sparsely settled section, and in this 
connection it was believed that the 
nearby guard troops were available, 
even should it be determined that the 
situation warranted their presence.

OTTER CREEK, Jan. 5 — Two 
white men and two negroes are known 
to be dead and believed many other 
casualties as the result of racial trou­
ble last night and early this morning 
at Rosewood, twelve miles from here. • 
With the exception of three buildings ; 
the entire village was burned by the ' 
mob at daybreak according to reports. 
The fighting began when a party of 
citizens from Sumner went to Rose­
wood seeking a negro who was alleged 
to have attacked a white woman Mon­
day, and were fired on by 20 negroes I 
barricaded in a house. '

✓ ✓
OTTER CREEK, Jan. 5 - The 

Sumner citizens, with two members of 
their party slain in the.first volley, ’: 
established a cordon around the house J 
and opened fire. During the night, i 
when the attackers ran out of ammu­
nition and several had left to replenish . 
the supply, the negroes, leaving, the 
bodies of two women and one man in.: 
the houses, escaped. The blood stains 
indicated that several had been 
wounded. Immediately after, the mob 
began firing the buildings in the vil- ■ 
lage. While the village was in flames, 

fired upon negroes who were fleeing 
from their homes. About twenty fami­
lies, many of them negroes, resided at 
Rosewood.

lahassee Democrat. It was indicated 
that the governor had sought some

  official information from the authori- 
RosewoorL The stories appeared near . ties of Levy County.• - ■ ■■ In unofficial quarters, the hope was

expressed that the reported action of 
Sheriff Ramsey of Alachua County, in 
rushing with a body of men to the as­
sistance of Levy County authorities, 
might give a balance of weight that 
the officials there were sufficient to 
cope with the situation.

white men approached a negro house disguise the apprehension felt for the 
at Rosewood, two miles from here, in —rAnorted 
which it was believed a negro was hid­
ing who is implicated in an ;
attack on a white woman of the place 
recently, and were met by a heavy and 
continuous volley of shot.

General fighting began and contin­
ued with firing the entire night. It be­
came known that a score of negroes 
were barricaded in the house, and 
were determined to prevent the arrest 
of their comrade. The intermittent fir­
ing throughout the night could be dis­
tinctly heard here. It ceased at dawn 
and has not been resumed.

The known casualties this morning 
were two white men dead, and three 
wounded. The negro casualties could 
not be determined, but it is regarded 
as certain that they suffered heavily 
from the hail of bullets which pene­
trated the walls of the structure.

The bodies of Henry Andrews and 
the body of Wilkerson were recovered 
this morning. Volunteers entered the 
yard iin'der guns of the negroes and 
removed the dead and wounded with­
out being fired upon. They were 
brought here. The wounded are Se- 
phus Studstill and Warner Kirkland, 
both of Rosewood, and a man named 
Odom,- believed to be a resident of 
Jacksonville.

Parties of armed men continued to 
pass through here early this morning, 
en route to the scene.

Governor Hardee was without offi­
cial information up to a late hour this 
afternoon on the race disorders at 
Rosewood last night, and reported as 
still in progress. In the absence of offi­
cial information on the situation ._o_. ... 
there, the governor did not care to ■ it was said that members of the mob 
indicate any steps he might take. £!“’ ”,''n

His only knowledge of the trouble 
was given in press advices received 
from The Associated Press by the Tai-



lay down and died,” says her son, Lon­
nie Carrier, his eyes glistening. “She 
grieved over my daddy so. Just lay 
down and died.”

Haywood Carrier, widower of Sar­
ah Carrier, had been away in a county 
to the north, working a lumber job. He 
was Sylvester’s father. Everything, 
gone. He lasted several years. “They 
say his mind just went bad. He just 
grieved, just grieved. He'd pull off his 
clothes and walk around. He’d be talk­
in’ to his wife and children." |

Aaron Carrier, son of James and 
Emma, Masonic officer, was dragged 
three miles behind a car to the Sumner 
jail, but was still alive. That night a 
white sheriff came and secretly re­
moved him to Bronson, then to 
Gainesville, saving him from the mob. 
He was jailed for at least several 
months. He moved to a small town 
near the Atlantic. “He’d talk about 
being a preacher.... He kept to him­
self.” He died of a stroke in 1965.

Eugenia Day raised a large and 
prosperous family, and like an echo of 
grandmother Sarah Carrier’s piano, 
she still sings in church.

One white man who, with relatives, 
was heavily involved in the violence 
ran off a Levy County highway in a car 
while drunk during World War II and 
killed himself. A white man who said 
he killed Sylvester Carrier during the 
shootout died later without a friend, 
perhaps four relatives at his grave. A. 
black gravedigger was his pallbearer.

The mill at Sumner was touched, 
four years later, by a tiny spark. Cum- | 
fire so huge that the heat could be felt I 
a quarter mile away. The town of [ 
Sumner was destroyed. !

Fannie Taylor was “very nervous” . 
in later years and was the subject of i 
bitter rumors in the black community i 
at another mill town. She eventually I 
died of cancer.

John Wright, white store owner, 1 
lived in the ruins of Rosewood till he 
died, served as an undercover emis­
sary to his dispossessed black neigh­
bors who lived in secrecy in distant ; 
places, and for a while kept “a pistol !

. on every table.”
Many, many changed their names. • 

They must never tell. They were from • 
that town. Don’t say the word. It was a j 
crime. The victims must pay. To this 
day, it rends them. They do not like to 
talk about it.

“Justice?” scoffs the daughter of 
one. “There is no justice.” .

“When I was young,” Ronald Rea­
gan, who was young in 1923, would 
say, "America didn’t even know it had 
a racial problem."

The people of Rosewood knew.

Emma Carrier, widow of James 
Carrier, paralyzed and forced to dig 
his own grave. She arrived in shock, a 
bullet wound in one hand, on the train 
in Gainesville. Her children, those she 
could.find, huddled around her. Aaron 
was her son. She lasted a year. “Just

Rosewood-
(Continued from page 6B) 

whites discovering her role. For her, 
the mob still lives. Many whites in 
Levy'.’County are still afraid to say 
they may have sympathized with or 
helped the people from Rosewood.

The train conductors were broth­
ers, John and William Crighton “K.” 
Bryce. They were rich men, owned big 
farms, turpentine stills, fine houses at 
Cedar Key. But they loved trains. So 
the rich brothers wore big gold watch-. 
chains and hobnobbed with the world 
as train conductors.

Independently wealthy, "K.” Bryce 
was..curiously forgetful, sometimes, 
of distinctions of race. As a boy, he had 
had a young black friend. One day, a 
white man killed the black friend, left 
him lying in a ditch. No prosecution. 
“K.” Bryce said it clouded his whole 
life. He and John knew the people at 
Rosewood, bought game from them.

The town was on fire. Go very slow, 
the .Bryce brothers said. Blow the 
whistle. Call the children from the 
swamp. They took on a stream of refu­
gees, women crying, handing babies 
aboard. Many got on from the Wright 
house.

The mob, says Jason McElveen, 
was killing all up and down the tracks, 
for miles “running ’em like rabbits.”

In Cedar Key, a woman saw white 
men pulling a string, dragging a black 
man’s severed toe. Whites in Cedar 
Key were terrified — not of the white 
mob, but of the 500 blacks who lived in 
Cedar Key. Rumors said each black - ,
had bought a gallon of kerosene. To mer & Sons Cypress Co. blazed up in a | 
whites’, the violence was “an upris-' fire so huge that the heat could be felt I 
ing,”.’“a race war.” They gathered 
their children in centf al houses. Whole 
white families put to sea in boats.

Seven days. Then it was finished. 
The last of Rosewood, except for the 
property of John Wright, was burned 
to the ground.

“It'just blew over?’ shrugged a 
' white man in Levy County. No arrests.
How to arrest a whole culture? Some­
thing huge had reared its head. They 
wanted it to sleep.

And ’ the people of Rosewood? 
Whites shrugged. They just disap­
peared. Went somewhere, one suppos­
es. But don’t tell about it. Why, these 
whites that did that thing, they have 
families.



It was on the wire: headlines in New York;.
Chicago, Baltimore. "FLORIDA, BURN 
NEGRO HOUSES.” As in Florida accounts,' 
names of towns and participants were Z'!.
confused,garbled,misspelled.The "
newspapers depended almost entirely on a - •_ 
brief series of Associated Press reports on- . .'. 
Rosewood. Those reports were apparently/ 
based largely on hearsay and discreet official ■■ 
versions of the events. The reports said that in.' 
all.onlysevenpeopledied.Survivorssay the _ • 
dead were many more. . w

The numbers — 18 dead, 17 dead — keep, 
popping up in reminiscences. Some bodies may 
have disappeared in fire. Some are said to have 
died wounded in the swamps.

On Saturday, they caught James Carrier,; 
Sylvester Carrier’s uncle. "REFUSES TO 
DIVULGE NAMES AND PAYS PENALTY?’^ 
Jacksonville newspaper headline gloated. 
Some say that James Carrier was ordered to ir 
dig his own grave. The newspapers said he was 
brought to a graveyard, ordered to stand on the 
fresh grave of relatives, and shot. One thing the 
newspapers did not say: James Carrier was a. 
stroke victim. He walked with great difficulty.' 
He was paralyzed on one side.

everything was quiet. ... :
John Wright was a successful white * 

merchant. In Rosewood he had a store, a big 
house, a fruit grove. He was well-liked by both 
blacks and whites. His wife taught Sunday.. 
school. "Bradley,” he said to Ruth Davis' 
father, who lived next door, as the guns 
chattered, houses burned, the war raged, ?.?! 
"you’ve got to get out of here. Leave the ■■ • • 
children with me." Wright began hiding black 
women and children at his house. The black." 
men and older boys were the mob’s main • 
targets. They hid in the swamps. Some took . • 
guns and fought back. The first day, some- _ 
women and children tried to stop passing - 1 - 
trains, pleading for sanctuary. But the . ■•£ 
engineers did not stop. The mob was all along. 
the rails. They might burn the train. ■ • ■

For days, hungry, in icy cold, wearing only 
nightgowns, children huddled in the swamp.' 
One of them was Eugenia Day. It never leaves 
her. “Way out in the swamp. Way out in the . 
swamp. Way out in the swamp.” Her voice. •'. 
turns litany. They clutched each other. Frost-' 
stiffened their gowns.

The tales of torture and horror that float . 
through Levy County about that time are - • ’ 
legion. Some or all may be false. But it is in the 
nature of that time that nothing can be 
disbelieved. ■" -

The tales say that one black woman was . J 
skinned alive. That a small boy was shot in the. 
back by a deputy sheriff whose friends begged 
him not to do it. That a man was flayed. That • 
there were rapes and worse. That a black • 
woman killed two white men with a fish- ■ 
roasting fork.

Some things are not just rumors. . .

Young James Turner sat 
beside his father on a motorcar, I 
speeding down the Seaboard . 
Air Line Railroad. His fa ther 
was the railroad’s company 
doctor, bound for Sumner. ’

' Turner is now 73. He may be the most 
objective surviving witness of the extent of the 
violence in Rosewood. • -

Living 20 miles up the track, he had heard 
what was going on that week. He wanted to see./

When the motorcar reached Rosewood, he 
saw white men everywhere, carrying guns. 
There was smoke. He got out. His father " " 
continued on to Sumner.

He told the men, some of whom he knew,' 
that he wanted to see. They took him in a ‘'' 
Model-T along a dirt track to a spot perhaps a1! 
mile away, in a stand of pines.

“It was a hole... looked like it was dug - „ 
with shovels.” It was filled with corpses. They 
told him there were 18 of them — corpses of 
blacks. “I couldn’t count’em.. .the way they... 
was thrown in there.”

He remembers the diapers. '
“There were little children.. .six months.

old... shot.”
The motorcar came back, Turner got in j 

beside his father. i
In time, his father would become a state • , 

senator. Turner would grow up to become I
Levy County sheriff. He would never forget.^ 
Part of him would remain a shocked boy, ’ i
gazing down into that hole. ..I

The white men burned and 
looted — hamsfromthe . ,
smokehouses, chickens, J -
watches,guns.

The big Bradley house with, 
the room for the preacher, ' 
another Bradley house, the Hall house with the. 
sugar mill out back, the Gordon house,-the..... •
McCoy house, the Coleman house, the Monroe, 
house, the King house, the three Carrier .. 
houses, the Carter house, the Davis house, the 
Goins house. -'•••

All were burned. ■■■ L
"Gal Baby, I see a train coming.” ..
“Hush, child, there ain’t no train.” '"I
They were way out in the swamp. The >

white men were everywhere, guns, smoke." _ 
Little Ruth Davis was always kind of - ~ 
"psychey.” She predicted things. “There’s a •• • 
train coming for us, Gal Baby.” They had .. 
wandered off from John Wright’s house, where 
the terrified women and children were. The- —• 
Wrights were searching for them frantically." 
“This child may be right. Let's go bhck to ■ 
Johnny Wright's house.”

Mrs. Wright was crying. She came running 
to them. "Oh, Daddy,” she called to John 
Wright. “Here they are!” He was a short man 
with a big moustache. He had given 
ammunition to his black neighbors when the I 
mob came and then had told the mob that the “ 
blacks had cornered him and stolen the : -J 
ammunition. The mob left his house alone. He 
had gotten word to the railroad: Someone must 
save the women and children.

Gov. Cary Hardee had contacted the mill : • 
manager in Sumner: Shall I send troops? No - ■. 
troops, the mill manager is said to have 
replied, it is under control; He was afraid the • 
thing would grow, erupt, destroy his mill. • -

That same manager, W.H. Pillsbury, is 
said by a white woman who worked for him to- 
have hidden black women and children in his. •• 
cookhouse. ■

“If they’d a’known that we were keeping- - 
them Negroes there at that house,” the woman 
says, "they’d a’killed us.” The white woman!' 1 
who helped him is afraid to this day of other •

■ (Please see ROSEWOOD, page 7B) '
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church and a jook. Sumner, unlike severe little 
Rosewood, barely had a church at all. A single 
building — the general meeting hall — served 
both Baptists and Methodists. And Sumner, 
unlike severe little Rosewood, did have a 
roaring jook. Its m(Sunshine, music and loose 
women kept black millhands forgetful of the 
rigors of the week.

Besides his enforcement duties, Wilkinson 
also ran a small dry-goods store. Prim 
newspaper accounts of the day would call him 
simply “a merchant of Sumner.”

The white men — Andrews, Wilkinson and 
a number of others — went to Rosewood 
seeking Sylvester Carrier. Whites say Carrier 
had challenged them, had sent word that the 
fugitive was in his house. Blacks say it was the 

’ whites that had challenged Carrier, sent word 
that they were coming.

"Old Sylvester,” some whites would call 
him. The newspapers would say he was 22. He 
remains to this day an enigma.

Those who were children or young adults in 
Rosewood remember him walking down to the 
train depot at night to socialize, wearing black 
coat, black tie, black Stetson hat. He had a 
nickname. They called him “Man.”

He was a hunter. Wild turkey, quail, duck, 
squirrel, opossum, raccoon, deer — the woods 
were a cathedraled jungle, before its huge 
trees were felled, and hunting was once a 
lucrative profession. Men sold the game to 
passing train conductors, who resold it in 
faraway Gainesville. “Man” was quiet, they 
say, aloof.

One side of him, the whites would never 
see. He played the organ in Rosewood's

• Methodist Church.
His mother, Sarah Carrier, had a piano in 

‘ her two-story home. Sylvester had married, 
and lived in his mother and father's house with 
his wife. He and his sisters all sang in church.

From home, he went hunting. At home, he 
kept his guns. One was special — a pump 
shotgun whose beneath-the-barrel handle 
could slam five successive shells into the ■ 
chamber without reloading. It was like a

■ cannon.
_ __________________ ■___________.1

The white men were so cold when they got 
to Rosewood, one of their numbersaid, they

■ built a fire, right in the middle of the railroad 
tracks. Dogs ran out from the Carrier house. 
Bytheblazingfire.the white men killed the 
dogs, shot them, the white man said. Others 
said they killed just one dog. The Carrier house 
stared at them blankly.

Andrews and Wilkinson, at thehead of the 
crowd, approached the house. One or both of 
the men gained the porch. Jason McElveen and 
others who were there say Wilkinson kicked 
open or knocked down the door. From 
somewhere within the doorway,shotgun blasts 
exploded. Rapid, automatic shotgun blasts. 
Both Wilkinson and Andrews lay dead.

Whites say the house was full of black men, 
all “armed to the teeth.” Eugenia Day says the 
house was indeed full — of children who were 
visiting their grandmother for Christmas. She 
wasin the house.

“There were children running and 
hollering everywhere. There were bullets 
everywhere.... I gotbetween two 
mattresses.”

The surviving white men surrounded the 
house. A battle blazed. Buckshot riddled thin 
walls. Inside the house a grandchild named 
Ruben was blood-soaked, shot in the eye, half­
blinded, still alive. The house was roaring like 
a cannon. Shotgun pump-handle furiously 
jumping shells. White men were at the 
windows, shooting in. They were falling back.

Blacks say that more whites were killed 
that night than were ever made public. After 
hours of siege, the whites ran away. Those 
blacks in the house who were left alive escaped 
out the back door and into the swamp.

■ Whites came back the next morning.
Says McElveen, "There were 250 people 

there.... From every place... with every 
conceivablekind of armament.

■ “They had blood in their eyes, and 
ammunition in their guns, and drink in their 
bottles,” he says. . .

In the light of day, the Carrier house was 
quiet. Inside, the white men found Sarah 
Carrier, Sylvester's mother, dead. The white 
men found a bed. On it lay a man, dead. The 
people in the house had laid him there and had 
fled. The newspapers would say that thisman 
was Sylvester Carrier.

The white men were enraged. They 
smashed everything in the house to pieces. 
They came to the piano. It brought a special 
satisfaction. A piano proved what kind of 
devil's nest this was. It had a piano: Why, it was 
a jook.

They smashed it to bits. Then they brought 
kerosene. .

“Listen,” said little Lee Ruth Davis, at 
home in another part of Rosewood. “They’re 
toning the bells. Somebody must be dead.” But 
it was just the white men. They were in the 
church, ringing the big steeple bell. They were 
burning houses. They were burning the church. 
All the churches were burned.

It was only the beginning.
The men would encircle the houses, set 

them afire from in front, then try to shoot 
whoever ran out the back. The whole 
countryside reeled. Newspapers across the 
state, which had first egged on the search for 
the “black brute," now back-pedaled in shock, 
saying there was no reason to go to Rosewood,
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railroad track. John Bradley was a logsawyer 
and professional hunter. The woods were rich 
and yielded well. One bedroom of the Bradley 
house stayed vacant, reserved for the visiting 
African Methodist Episcopal minister. 
Sundays, the Bradleysdid not work or play. 
They worshipped.

Not far from the Bradley house, in a grove 
of great oaks, stood a smaller house. Here lived 
a teamster. Teamsters were special men in the 
turpentine industry. As workers filled barrels 
with pine sap, teamsters crisscrossed the 
woods, gathering the barrels, noting in paper ' 
tablets each man’s harvest. Some teamsters 
would drive through an outfit’s quarters, 
singing to wake the workers. They held 
responsibility. One such man was Sam Carter. 
He owned his wagon. He lived in the house in 
the grove of oaks.

The white mob burst upon him.
They demanded to know whom he had 

carried in his wagon that day and where the 
man had been let off.

They put a rope around Sam Carter’s neck 
and led him to one of the oaks by his house. 
They pulled him up. But they did not drop him. 
You mustdrop a man, breaking his neck, to kill 
him by hanging. They did not drop Sam Carter, 
just choked him, to make him talk.

“He’d squall and holler," says Jason 
McElveen, a white man, now 86, who was in the 
mob. “And say, Til tell you! I’ll tell you!’ ” 

Other things were done to Sam Carter.
Severalmensayhewastiedtoastump.andthe 
stump was set on fire. At some point, the mob 
applied knives. His ears were cut off. His hand 
was cut off. Many say it was done after he was 
dead. Some say not. It went on two days.

On Tuesday, January 2, they say he led 
them to a spot in the dense, swampy forest 
called Gulf Hammock, at the south edge of 
Rosewood. With the rope still around his neck, 
Sam Carter said that this was where he put him 
out.

But the men’s dogs could get no scent. He 
must be lying, they said. One man in the crowd, 
says Marshall Cannon the barber, had been 
talking loudly about killing. The man had a 
shotgun. He was drunk. The mob was 
becoming a holiday for the dregs of white 
society. The drunks, losers, moonshiners, 
rowdies, bullies; it was their time.

McElveen also remembers the same man: 
“A man said, ‘You black son of a bitch, you 

didn’t do that!’ And about that time, something 
when BLAM! And Sam Carter didn’t have no 
face.”

Even dead, it was not over for Sam Carter. 
They took souvenirs. Pocketknives on ears, 
fingers. They carried him away, seeping blood 
in their pockets, to pull out in barbershops, and 
nonchalantly brag. One man, it is said, got Sam 
Carter’s watch. "Let’s see what time it is by old 
Sam Carter,” he would say months later, 
pulling out the watch before the startled eyes 
of a child. The child would later become a 
Florida legislator, a power in the state, named 
Randolph Hodges.

■ Something else about Sam Carter. The 
white mob never knew. Or cared. He was a 

.Masnn. * ,

Loggers who bra ved the 
swamps and felled giant trees ■ 
for Cummer & Sons Cypress 
Co. were quartered not in 
Sumner, where the big mill 
was, but in Otter Creek— 12 
miles up the railroad from Rosewood.

The two Cummer mill towns, Sumner and 
Otter Creek, famed for their payday violence, 
held Rosewood between them.

On Jan. 1,1923 — as a white logger named 
John White, now 81, recalls — logging boss 
Henry Andrews told them to spend the day 
keeping their eyes peeled for the black man 
who was said to have attacked Fannie Taylor 
that day, over in Sumner: “And if you happen to 
seehim, kill him."

Says former logger Pompey Glover, a 
black man: “Not only black, but everybody was 
scared of him.”

Loggers — at times knee-deep in swamp, 
attimessmothered inmosquitoes — worked 
long, hard hours. The man who drove them had 
to be special.
| On Thursday night, January4,themoon •' 

was full. It shone on white frost. The week had 
gone shuddering by. Sam Carter was dead. 
Houses had been searched. White men were 
beginning to pour in from other counties. 
Headlines in Tampa, Gainesville, Jacksonville 
and elsewhere were drawing them: “SEARCH 
FOR NEGRO ASSAULTER." “Virtually every 
able-bodied man has joined the search.” “Mob 
Searches For Fiend." But still no fugitive.

That night in Otter Creek, a railroad 
motorcar roared. Motorcars were small work­
vehicles that ran on train tracks. Cummer 
Cypress had several. On this one, Thursday 
night, was logging boss Henry Andrews. 
Shortly, in the brilliant moonlight, armed men 
from Otter Creek met armed men from 
Sumner. They met in Rosewood. Whether 
Andrews, a powerful man, had decreed the 
expedition, as some say; or whether he was 
talked into it by friends, as his family would . 
hear, the fact remains — he became a main 
actor in what followed.

Also soon famous for deeds done that night 
was Poly Wilkinson. A very heavy, round- 
girthed man, Wilkinson was a Cummer 

' Cypress quarters boss. He kept order among 
the company houses, especially in the black 
quarters, where he oversaw the Saturday night 

, jook." Every mill town, they say, had to have a
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"Kill him!”
East the crowd ran up the railroad. They 

reached Rosewood.
Boiling down the railroad, the men behind 

the dog, they burst upon the town. On what 
I. . comes next no one seems to disagree. Black 
! residents of Rosewood, white members of the 

mob, all say:
Once fully among the houses, the tracking 

dog turned off the railroad. It made for a single 
house. Nose down, the dog sped up the steps of 
the house. The door was opened. The dog went 
straight in.

The dog sniffed around and finally went 
back outside the house, to a pair of wagon 
tracks. Standing in the road before the mob, 
the dog looked up.

That the dog looked up meant the fugitive 
had risen from the ground, stepped into some 
vehicle, which had taken him away, they said. 
And there were the wagon tracks. Inside the 
house, shoes by the bed were examined. The 
men said the shoes matched tracks in Fannie 
Taylor’s back yard.

The old tales told by whites leave out a 
crucial point. They do not fell the name of the 
owner of the house. He was not Sam Carter, the 
man the mob would soon fall upon, nor was he 
Sylvester Carrier, the man the mob would soon 
hunt. These two names have crept into the old 
legends. They are repeated, distorted, 
magnified. But the name of the man who 
owned the house, so central to the tale, has 
been spared by the whispering white legends. ;

■ He was not spared by the white mob. I
Eugenia Day speaks for many, angry at i

■him even after all these years, for what he 
helped to bring upon them: “It was Aaron!”

\ ■ Aaron Carrier, nephew of Sarah, cousin of 
. Sylvester. Yes, say the people from Rosewood, 

those still alive, there really was a fugitive. |
Someone, they say, really did flee Fannie j
Taylor’s house that day, and come to '■

" Rosewood. And the house he came to was . i
Aaron’s. And Aaron hid him. , _ ■, ■ ■ - '

Aaron hid turn for a special reason, they 
say, even though the fugitive was white.

The mob would find Aaron. They would 
make him pay. But they would not know his 
secret. He had a hidden life. Deep in the 

• swamps, there flourished an ancient, 
ritualistic brotherhood. Aaron was bound to it. 
That was why he did it, they say. The whites 

. would never understand.
The secret was in a single building — not a 

house, but a meeting place. Each month, some 
Rosewood men would gather by night. If 
someone died, they would bathe the corpse, 
dress it, lay it on the cooling board, build the 
casket.No undertakers lived out in the woods. 
What was this furtive sect? These men, Aaron 
Carrier and others, were Masons.

The loyal order of freemasonry was a 
special, widespread part of pioneer Florida. 
Where violence a bounded, new settlers must 
know quickly whom to trust. You could count 
on Masons. Lodges were much more 
influential and commonplace than today. 
Weathered, bearded men wore Masonic aprons 
and held mysterious swords in old pioneer . 
photos. They stressed integrity, deep loyalty. 
They were white.

When in the late 1700s, the king of England 
had granted rights of Masonic charter to a 
staunch Caribbean black minister named 
Prince Hall, white culture felt no ripple. ’ 
Across new America, in Florida since 1870, 
there arose Masonic Temples with 
unobstrusivescriptappended: Masonic 
Temple, PJH.A. It means Prince Hall 
Affiliation. Code words for all black. They j
were segregated Masonic lodges. Like Masons 
everywhere, they were dead serious.

I ■ ■ Masons first —loyal to the death. Thus 
came doom to Rosewood, via Aaron, the old 
folks say. Aaron was prominent in the local 
lodge. He was bright, serious — veteran of 
World War I, husband of a teacher. They say 
that the terrified white fugitive knocked on 
Aaron’s door, gave the secret Mason distress 
sign. And Aaron was bound.

To this day, the Florida headquarters of 
Masons, P.H.A., in Jacksonville, says, “If you I
are a true Mason, you get recognition whether | 
you are black, white, whatever....
(Especially) if you’re being accused of a wrong i 
situation.” . . I

And to this day, the Florida headquarters ; 
of white Masons, in Jacksonville, says white !
Masons feel no tie or obligations to black 
Masons at all.

Aaron Carrier took his oath dead serious, 
they say. He hid the man. The whites would 

. never know.
The white men came in a Model-T and tied i 

Aaron to the back of the car. They dragged !
Aaron speeding though clouds of dust, three I 
miles back to Sumner. Many of the white men i 
who did what they did to Rosewood were J
Masons.

“Father forgive them” She - 
sadly quotes scripture. She 
says she must not be bitter.

“They know not what they 
do.” She is Lee Ruth Davis, a i
retired teacher in Miami. She | 
was a child in Rosewood.

Her maiden name was Bradley. She lived

casket.No


"Kill him!Kill him!”
These, says Marshall

Cannon, were among the words 
shouted by the men who 
followed the tracking dog from 
the Taylor house on that 
morning. ’ -

Anger boiled as the menhurried down the 
tracks behind the dog. The crowd grew. 
Cannon was the Sumner barber.

Cannon says he and 10 or 12 other men 
gathered at the Taylor house at mid-morning. 
Soon, somebody brought the tracking dog.

The dog struck trail in the back yard. It 
whimpered at the fence until somebody 
carried it around. Then the chase was on. .

The dog led them in a tight, expectant loop ' 
along a pond near the Taylors’ house. The thick 
trees were an ideal hiding place; theTaylor 
house, at the end of the row of houses, was 
uniquely vulnerable. South, the dog passed Ed 
Dorsett’s store.

Dorsett was Cannon’s good friend. They 
were in the crowd together. Lat^r, they would

■ watch the first killing. Then they would leave 
the mob in disgust. But for now, everyone was 
behind the dog. The dog reached the railroad, 
turned northeast along it. .

Now the crowd had grown, the men were 
shouting:

"Kill him! Kill him!”
They knew it was a black man. He had done 

the unspeakable. Back then, mobs hanged 
black men for looking at a white woman. For a 
glance and a wink, black men in North Florida 
were shot. Some were literally burned at the 
stake. Some raw nerve went very, very deep. 

. The Sumner white men rarely if ever used the 
polite term of the age — "colored,” They used 
another term.

I ~
i • > She says her grandmother did go to wash in

/ Sumner tha t day when it all started, and that 
when the two of them went, it was not in the . 
gloomy darkness before dawn. She says they • 
went in the light of early morning and when 
they got to the Taylors’ house, everything

i seemed peaceful.
But as they stood outside the Taylor house, 

they watched a man came out the back dopr. 
Aunt Sarah had seen him there before.

He was white.
Only well up in the day, after he was long 

gone, she says, did a bruised Fannie Taylor 
emerge from the house and claim attack. 
Eugenia Day says the white men began to 
gather at the Taylor house not at mid-morning 
as whites generally recall, but “after Mr.

. Taylor came home for lunch."
“He was white!" she exclaims. All the old 

legends, passed among the blacks in Levy 
County, also say the man who began the 
Rosewood cataclysm was white. Interviews 
with surviving blacks from Rosewood suggest 
that Sarah Carrier talked to her relatives in 
Rosewood about theman at the house. By the 
time the full fury of the violence broke, many 
blacks in Rosewood seem to have heard from 
Sarah, or from another Carrier, named Aaron 
— once a pillar of the community and now 
hidden by mystery — that the phantom who 
had doomed Rosewood was white.

The blacks from Rosewood, by legend, 
trauma or solid evidence, were universally 
convinced that Fannie Taylor was attacked by 
her secret white boyfriend, who then fled — to 
Rosewood.

“To Rosewood!" Eugenia Day explodes. ’ 
Eugenia Day and Ellen Baker are not 

fabrications, fictionalizations or composites.. 
They are real individuals. Black and white. 
Their truths clash. So did their worlds.

Rosewood—-
(Continued from page IB) 

and already blooded, went down to the place 
where Aunt Sarah lived, down to Rosewood, 
and \yent after herson Sylvester.

‘Eire lingers in the black 
eyes of Eugenia Day. She 
learned her lessons hard and 
fast and at an age and in a way 
that makes forgiveness hard.

“Ihappened to be one of 
those children those crackers shot at,” she 
snaps. “Like we were rabbits! And us just 
children out in that swamp! They hunted us like 
wewere rabbits!”

It is not an easy memory for Eugenia Day. 
Nor did it end for her with Rosewood. In later 
years, in another Florida milltown farther 
south, she knew a young black man who was 
tied to a railroad track and sacrificed 
screaming to the guillotine wheels of an 
oncoming freight, because he had whistled at a 
white woman.

Eugenia'Day is a large, glowering woman,' 
formidable even in old age. The strategy she 
has learned over the years is one of deep, 
nearly automatic distrust toward whites.

When asked about Rosewood, she did not 
want to talk about it. Perhaps most 
importantly, it hurts. But also, as she said, the 
inquirer was white. Why all the questions? 
Explanations dealing with journalism had to 
be lies — coming from a white. This 
questioner, she said, must be some crafty 
relative of the mob, looking for her, tracking 
her down after all these years. It is ail of a 
piece. Evil’s face, as she will tell you in a 
flash,is white.

She, like Ellen Baker, says she was present 
that morning at Fannie Taylor’s house. Her 
story tends to support another undercurrent of 
Levy County legends about the Rosewood 
events. These are the legends, told not among 
Levy County whites, but among Levy County 
blacks. They are very different from the white 
legends.

Eugenia Day tells it thus:
It was Christmas. If it hadn't been for 

Christmas, if her mama would have just kept 
her home, where she should have been, if it 
wouldn't have been for Aaron....

Her father had taken his family to another 
town years earlier in search of better-paying 
work. But it was Christmas. So she went to visit 
her grandmother in Rosewood.

It was her grandmother on her mother’s 
side, who played the organ in the Rosewood 
Methodist Church and lived in a big two-story 
house. She was known by whites as Aunt Sarah 
— Sarah Carrier.

Eugenia Day remembers, on those 
washday trips into Sumner, tending the babies 
of the white women for whom her 
grandmother worked. One she remembers 
with pain andindignation.

“I played with h^r baby she says of the 
woman in whose house the Rosewood violence 
started.



street.
■ “It was dark when it happened.” Other wives ■ 

were out there, standing distraught and - -•
immobilized. ..

Fannie Taylor was standing in the street, • 
screaming. "Go get my baby! Go get my baby!”' "

She said a man was in her house,'.where her baby 
son still lay in his crib in the side bedroom. Shesaid 
the man had burst in through the back door, knocked 
her down and beaten her.

Ellen Baker, carrying the gun, ran in through the 
Taylors’ front door and scooped up the sleeping 
child. She saw no man, but on those pristine white 
floors, as daylight soon crept in, she and the curiosity . 
seekers would see scuff marks — big, ugly scuff 
marks on the floor, as if from struggling shoes. “Old. 
feetprints all over the living-room floor.” Big, black 
scuff marks on bleached white.

Hysterical, Fannie Taylor was taken to another 
house and put to bed. Her face was battered and . 
bruised. She said the man who attacked her was 
black.

! carpenters and shipbuilders at Cedar Key.
With their two small children, the Taylors lived 

in Sumner, in the double row of weathered, four- 
room houses that were the sawmill quarters — rent- 
free housing for white employees of the Cummer & 
Sons Cypress Co. Beyond the mill stood separate 
quarters for blacks.

James Taylor was a millwright — charged with 
keeping the sawmill running smoothly. A well-liked 
man, he neither chewed tobacco nor cursed, a rarity 
in Sumner.

Because he was a millwright, the legends say, he 
- had to depart from home early in the morning to oil 

up the mill, thus leaving his wife at home alone. But 
in fact, says Ellen Baker, all the men from that little 
row of company houses had to go to work early. New 
Year’s Day, they were all working. Such was the 
place and time. Dawn to dusk, no holiday all year but 
Christmas week, low pay. They were furnished a 
house, firewood, well water.

The exact way in which Fannie Taylor was “very 
peculiar” is difficult for Ellen Baker to define; it 
would not be polite. Fannie Taylor was “a nice,-

■ sweet woman and all,” adds Ellen Baker hastily. But 
Fannie Taylor was, well, extraordinarily neat. She 
kept to herself. . •

; “She just didn’t have anything to do with
anybody.” She stayed aloof.

Fannie Taylor had a special treatment for her 
floors. “She kept her floor white as bleach.” In fact, it 
was bleach she used. With scrubbing after scrubbing 
of acrid bleach, she burned the color from her 
cypress floors until they gleamed white as bone.

That North Florida morning was bitterly cold. 
Frost lay white as a sheet. Few flames yet woke the 
pot-bellied stoves. The men were gone to the mill 
The women were left in the dark, in the stark lit tie 
row of houses. It was dawn. Ellen Baker was 
dressing.

i She heard a scream.
She threw on her clothes, grabbed a revolver she 

kept in the house and dashed into the darkened

And, says Ellen Baker, there 
was this: ...

Aunt Sarah had been due to 
come wash that morning, before 
dawn, just when the attacker \ 
appeared. But mysteriously, 
Aunt Sarah had not appeared. 
This, says Ellen Baker, would be 
crucial.

Aunt Sarah was an industrious, jovial black 
woman who came from a nearby town and did 
washing for both the Taylors and the Bakers at 50 
cents a week. “Always nice and trusty.” She 
sometimes brought her grandchildren.

On that morning, says Ellen Baker, Sarah 
Carrier was due to come and wash, bu t she didn’t.- 
Ellen Baker says Fannie Taylor heard something, 
the breaking of sticks; and thought it was Aunt Sarah 
breaking wood for the fire, out in the cold and dark. 
But it was the man — breaking the palings off the.. : 
back picket fence, so he could creep in.

Ellen Baker says she saw the broken fence ■
palings. .1..

Yet the fence could easily have been leaped over. 
The palings were pine boards and the procedure of 

. breaking them would seem laborious and risky.
Men who were in the mob that started tracking 

the attacker from the Taylors’ house say that the 
fence was so solid and intact that the tracking dog 
could not squeeze through it. None mention a hole in 

■ the fence. They say that when they began the hunt,. 
they presumed the attacker had jumped the fence. 
The dog struck scent, they say, but had to be carried 

: around the solid fence, to again pick up the trail. -•
It was considered very strange that Sarah ’ - ’ 

Carrier didn’t come to wash that day, says Ellen’-' ’ 
Baker. She says that’s why the mob, four nights later

(Please see ROSEWOOD, page 6B) •’



This story was written by Gary Moore, a staff 
writer for The Floridian, the Sunday magazine of th : 
St. Petersburg Times. The artwork and map was 
drawn by Democrat staff artist Sam Westbrook.

Monday opened cold and hard, 
Jan. 1,1923, in a once-thriving but 
now-deserted deep-woods 
milltown named Sumner. The 
town was three miles down the 
Seaboard Air Line Railroad from 
the smaller village of Rosewood.

. In Sumner, the icy, swamp­
wet morning was shattered by a scream.

Fannie Taylor, a young white woman, sobbed to 
her neighbors that her small company-owned house 
had been invaded by an unidentified man. He had 
knocked her to the floor, she said, had stolen her 
money and had fled out the back door.

She said he was black.
That day a number of white men gathered wi th 

• Fannie Taylor’s husband James and followed a 
tracking dog out the Taylors’ back door. The dog led 
them to a nearby railroad track and three miles 
down the track to the town of Rosewood.

Who attacked Fannie Taylor?
Even around this beginning of the violence 

mysteries swirl.
At least two people are still alive who say they 

were present at the time. Both say they stood near 
the Taylor house at the moment Fannie Taylor said 
she was attacked.

Both witnesses, having lived through mob 
violence, are afraid it could happen again, that it 
could reach out from the past to strike them if they 
talk about it. Both insist on anonymity. One is white. 
One is black.

Call them Ellen Baker and Eugenia Day.
Ellen Baker, the white woman, was an adult in 

1923. She had remained a close friend of many of the 
whites involved. She skirts around the edges of some 
parts of the story. Her account essentially backs up 
most of the legends told among whites about what 
happened that morning, though her story seems 
more accurate about time and place, and is more 
convincingly detailed than the legends. She says she 
would prefer not to go into it all. She says many 
things would be better off forgotten.

Ellen Baker tells it thus:
Fannie Taylor was “very peculiar, kind of,” 

though Ellen Baker liked her. They were neighbors. 
Fannie Taylor was young, had married very young, 
when she was about 14. She was from a poor but 
proud family far out in the country. Her husband 
James was from a well-respected family of

Rosewood.
History has reserved no 

special monstrosity for the name. 
For 59years, the terrible secret of 
a vanished town named 
Rosewood, Florida, has stayed 
buried.

For 59years, a number 
of grieving, frightened or bitter people scattered 
across the state have known the secret. But they 
have kept silent.

They lived in Rosewood.
They watched a whole town get wiped from the 

map. Many still refuse to talk.
Once, they were hunted like animals. Since, they 

hardly dared wonder which of the disappeared from 
among them may have been tortured or killed. What 
they suffered, what they saw — all made it clear to 
them: They must never tell the tale.

Rosewood was a special town. Nearly all its 
inhabitants were black. It was a village deep in the 
Suwannee River swamps and wilderness of Levy 
County, 46 miles southeast of Gainesville, nine miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico at Cedar Key.

Then came New Year’s week 1923. The black 
settlement of Rosewood was utterly destroyed.

Sudden and savage, the destruction briefly made 
a splash in the newspapers, not only in Florida butjn 
New York and Chicago. However, published counts 
of the dead and descriptions of what took place 
concealed the real extent and nature of the violence.

After a week of sensation, the events of January 
1923 seem to have dropped completely from 
Florida’s consciousness, like some unmentionable 
skeleton in the family closet.

To blacks, the story of Rosewood may seem like 
only the tip of an iceberg of cultural violence.

To whites, it must remind that upon the good old 
days there often lay a savage sheen.

The people who remember often disagree in 
their recollections. They agree on this:

Rosewood was a village beside the Seaboard Air 
Line Railroad. It was home to between 150 and 200 
souls, in 20 to 40 houses. A few of the houses were 
large, two-story buildings, with fruit groves and 
shady grape arbors. There were several churches, a 
school, a store, a sugar mill, a turpentine still and an 
all-black fraternal lodge hall. All tucked away deep 
in the swamps. .

Tales of what happened there are not often told 
to outsiders, but they still whisper through Levy 
County. Varying with the teller’s outlook, the event 
has different names: the Rosewood Riot, the 
Rosewood Massacre. Or just Rosewood.

Estimates of the dead range from seven, in the

sanitized newspaper accounts of 1923; to 17 or 18 
reported by reliable witnesses as having been 
interred in a single mass grave; to “30 or 40” 
recalled by a still-living participant in the violence; 
to “150, maximum,” that other witnesses, perhaps 
exaggerating, tend to agree upon.

For a week, as witnesses recall and old clippings 
verify, white men came into Levy County in droves 
— by train, by horseback, in Model-T cars bent on 
destroying a town.
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Is said to have refused to tell his white , 
captors the names of those In the house 
who fired on th^? white men.

In the opinion, of the officers, the fires 
today mark the end of the racial disturb- , 
ance, which ■was precipitated when the 
white men wetnt to the negro house in 
search of Jesaa Hunter, wanted, for al­
leged implication in an attack on a 
young white woman at Sumner Monday. 
Hunter has not been captured. .

Several of ths negroes who were bar­
ricaded In the house have been arrested, 
it was learned tonight, and have been 
spirited away for safekeeping. The pris­
oners are said to have admitted that 
there wene eighteen negroes present.

At Sumner all the negroes are kept 
the quarters when not at work In 1 
lumber mill, a deadline having been es­
tablished between the negro and white 
sections.
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Cardinal, at Rome Ceremony, Calls 
It Magnificent Mosaic.

ROME, Jan. 7 (Associated Press).— 
Cardinal Bonzano, former Apostolic Del­
egate In Washington, today took pos­
session of his titular church, the St. Pan- 
eras Basilica, wsth a notable ceremonial 
which was participated |n by Archbish­
op Pietro FumaJtoni-Blondi, the newly- 
appointed delegale to Washington; Mgr. 
Giobbe, rector erf the Propaganda Col­
lege. and Mgr. O’Hern, rector of the ’ 
American College.

The Basilica was'packed. The Vati­
can was represented by several Mon­
signori and numerous other prelates 
More than a hundred students of the 
American College were present.

Cardinal Bonzano, in an address, de­
scribed the United States as comprising 
“more than'a hundred million people 
gathered from all countries, from ali 
climates, forming a magnificent human 
mosaic, engaged in feverish work which 
produces fabulous riches.”

The Cardinal added that amid the 
thriving industries, that faith for which 
St. Pancras sacrificed his life had pen­
etrated. He. described the progress of 
the Catholic religion in America during 
the last century as marvelous. Great 
praise was accorded by the Cardinal 
♦he —

ROSEWOOD, Fla.; Jan. 7 (Associated 
I Press).—Twelve houses, all that re­
mained of the negro section of Rose­
wood following the clash between whites 
and blacks on Thursday night, in which 
seven were killed, were fired by a crowd 
of white men here this afternoon apd 
burned to the ground.

The houses were fired, one at a time, 
while a crowd of between 100 and 150 

I men looked on without making an effort 
to extinguish the flames,' according to 
Levy County authorities. All of the 

I negroes were hiding in the woods, where 
they went late Thursday night after the 
clash.

The burning of the houses was car­
ried out deliberately, and, although the 
crowd was present all the time, no one 
could be found who would say he saw 
the houses fired. Six houses and a 
negro church were burned Thursday 
night Immediately after a crowd of white 
men, advancing on a negro house, had 
been fired on from the house and two 
kHled.

The negroes escaped from the house 
after two of them had been shot to death

■

We have therefore adopted a
shape of a tiny blue disc, threaded„4n| 
of each necklace and removed 
necklace is sold. This blue disc U 
Tecla quality and a protection

message President 
ition for the regu- 
|Uragement of avla- 
aent and develop- 
Utics has- the en- 
mlnistration. The 
lust be a healthy, 
t industry. Among 
at-ry are increased 
ceased capital and 
'amce rates. Pub- 
Sand as the hazard 
les. Capital un-1 
the field rfa soon 
ernlng the opera- 
'stabllshed ■ upon a 
a, and under re- 
and direction and 

Unable insurance 
'Is confidently ex- 
'ied civil aeronau- 
'Ive practically all

tx 
o 

L-
s rules of the air 
■atlon, and so co­

military, naval, 
cfal air activities 
Iterally be co-ordl- 
>w«r of the United

AP«, the most slg- 
relopment of this 
Jng, as It does, to 
transportation and 
ir national defense

w

^7 t a 
C p

5-A d b 
&

-T JI 
6 v

. -

^<8^2



NEGROES HIDE IM WOODS

BOWZAWO PRAISES AMERICA. 

«

f

Authorities Now Believe Race Rioto 
Which Caused Seven Deaths 

Have Come to an End. 'ECLA PEARLS have not' 
ty of success. They are flj 

alone vfifh loss to us, but wida dfei' 
to thousands of women vzhs> dfcsx 
that they have been victimised by i 
dealers.

(A
cr

IDRue detofaft
TCiSMSarea

a
A BLUE DISC I

YOUR PROTECTkept in 
In the

tablished between the negro and white

Florida Mob Deliberately Fires 
One House After Another 

in Block Section.

ft must hove, the Bhtg
to be Ttfda

-*■ auUUaIv jliviUHU

GAZED IN ROSEWOOD Y.'g£3

Cardinal, at Rome Ceremony, Calio
It Magnificent Mosaic.

ROME, Jan. 7 (Associated Press).—
, Cardinal Bonzano, former Apostolic Del­

egate in Washington, today took pos­
session of his titular church, the St. Pan- 
cras Basilica, v.Sth a notable ceremonial 
which was participated |n by Archbish­
op Pietro Fuma'toni-Blcndi, the newly- 
appointed delegate to Washington; Mgr. 
Ciobbe, rector otf the Propaganda Col­
lege, and Mgr. O‘Hc-rn, rector of the : 
American College.

The Basilica was'packed. The Vati­
can was represented by several Mon­
signori and numerous other prelates. 
More. than a hundred students of the 
American College -were present.

Cardinal Bonzano, in an address, de­
scribed the United States as comprising 
•'more than" a hundred million people, 
gathered from all countries, from ali 
climates, forming a magnificent human 
mosaic, engaged in feverish work which 
produces fabulous riches."

The Cardinal added that amid the 
thriving industries, that faith for which 
St. Pancras sacrificed his life had pen­
etrated. He described the progress of 
the Catholic religion in America during 
the last century as marvelous. Great 
praise was accorded by the Cardinal to 
the numerous priests in the United 
States who, guided by more than 100 
bishops, were displaying admirable zeal 
for the good of the entire people. The 
Cardinal also recalled with much feel­
ing the cordiality which he had met In 
America.
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mother and brother, ana one of tne 1 
other negro victims was shot when he 
is said to have, refused to tell his white 
captors the names of those in the house I 
who fired on tljtf white men.

In the opinion, of the officers, the fires 
today mark the end of the racial disturb- , 
ance, which was precipitated when the 
white men want to the negro house in | 
search of Jesae Hunter, wanted, for al­
leged implication in an attack on a 
young white woman at Sumner Monday. 
Hunter has not been captured. ,

Several of th a negroes who were bar­
ricaded in the house have been arrested, 
it was learned tonight, and have been 
spirited away far safekeeping. The pris­
oners are said to have admitted that 
there were eighteen negroes present.

At Sumner all the negroes are 
the quarters when not at work   
lumber mill, a deadline having been es- 
sections.
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ROSEWOOD, Fla., Jan. 7 (Associated 
Press).—Twelve houses, all that re­
mained of the negro section of Rose­
wood following the clash between whites 
and blacks on Thursday night, in which 
seven were killed, were fired by a crowd 
of white men here this afternoon ap<l 
burned to the ground.

The houses were fired, one at a time, 
while a crowd of between 100 and 150 
men looked on without making an effort 
to extinguish the flames,’ according to 
Levy County authorities. All of the 
negroes were hiding in the woods, where 
they went late Thursday night after the 
clash.

The burning of the houses was car­
ried out deliberately, and, although the 
crowd was present all the time, no one 
could be found who would say he saw 
the houses fired. Six houses and a 
negro church were burned Thursday 
night immediately after a crowd of white 
men. advancing on a negro house, had 
been fired on from the house and two 
killed.

The negroes escaped from the house 
after two of them had been shot to death 
by the whites, who rained bullets on the 
structure until their ammunition was ex­
hausted A negro woman was killed as 
she was leaving her burning dwelling. 
Another negro was slain about twenty 
miles from the scene of the trouble, and
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Tribune photograph by FRED BELLET 
Attorney Hazel Land studies legal briefs.

She’s a legal eagle 
for the poor people 
off Hermitt o Cowuirty 
By MICKIE ANDERSON 
Tribune Staff Writer

BROOKSVILLE — Attorney Hazel Land’s office 
has a humble feel. The tiny paneled square holds a 
desk, chair, and the necessities — a couple of file 
cabinets, a typewriter, a tele­
phone and a chair for a guest. 

There are no exotic rugs or A Piece Of 
expensive paintings on the THE ©KEAM 
walls, like those that decorate t==za 
some law offices. But contrary
to appearance, Land’s business is booming.

In Hernando County, she is to poor people with 
legal problems what the Public Defender’s office is 
to those charged with a crime — their only hope.

If Land had wanted to be on the career fast 
track, she could have been a rich woman by now, 
working for a high-powered law firm or a slick,



□ From Page IF

profit-oriented corporation.
Instead, the Brooksville native uses her knowledge 

of the law to help those who can’t afford legal represen­
tation.

In 1973, Land became the first black woman to 
graduate from the University of Florida’s College of 
Law. That came after she had been a physical educa­
tion teacher in Cocoa, a two-time Peace Corps volun­
teer and a civil rights leader.

Land is now the Hernando County attorney for With- 
lacoochee Area Legal Services. More commonly called 
Legal Aid, the government-funded agency provides free 
legal help for those who qualify, in Marion, Citrus, Sum­
ter and Hernando counties.

The 58-year-old Brooksville native handles dozens of 
cases at any given time. Legal Aid now has such limited 
resources that unless the client needs immediate legal 
action, the attorneys cannot even accept the case, Di- 

- rector Glenn Shuman said.
Each attorney must turn away six or seven cases for 

each one they take, Shuman says. Land says there is 
enough work in Hernando to keep three attorneys busy.

Family law, including adoptions and child custody 
disputes, makes up the biggest chunk of Land’s work­
load. Landlord-tenant disputes come next, and then con­
sumer law — problems with public benefits such as 
food stamps, Medicaid or Social Security.

“That’s why I studied law,” Land says. “I wanted to 
be available for people who needed help and didn’t 
always have money.”

Land has always been an idealist. She graduated 
from all-black Moton High School in Brooksville in 1949 
and headed to what was then the Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama. She earned a degree in education and taught 
school in Alabama and Florida.

Inspired to join Peace Corps
Land was living with a sister in New Jersey in 1961 

when she heard President John Kennedy’s announce­
ment of the Peace Corps. By the end of his speech, she 
practically had her suitcase packed.

"In 1961, the whole country was kind of idealistic, 
and I guess I was idealistic, too. I thought, ‘I want to 
conquer the world. I want to help people!’ ”

After she passed the tests and received her training, 
she went to the Philippines, where she helped teachers 
who taught children too poor to bring more than rice 
bundled in banana leaves for lunch.

Twenty-five years ago, the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. inspired a generation with his words, “I have 
a dream.” The Tampa Tribune is publishing a series 
of profiles of prominent area black citizens, “A Piece 
of the Dream,” to run each Monday in BayLife.

Attorney has spent her life 
helping others less fortunate

She started a youth group for eighth-grade students 
who were doing farm work for their parents because 
they could not afford to continue their education and 
helped pay for further schooling — with money from 
her own paycheck — for two teen-agers.

When the Peace Corps’ first director, Sargent Shriv­
er, visited the Philippines, she eagerly requested a sec­
ond tour of duty.

On her second assignment, Land found a dream 
fulfilled — she was headed for Nigeria.

“I had always longed to go to Africa,” she says.
She blended into Nigeria. She had her hair done 

like the natives, twisted around twine, in a rather pain­
ful style that forced her to sleep on her stomach to 
avoid mussing it.

Back to Brooksville
Although she felt emotionally tied to Nigeria — and 

Africa — her roots to Brooksville pulled her back 
across the water in 1966, in time for her to become 
active in the civil rights struggle.

Land participated in sit-ins and demonstrations dur­
ing the 1960s, but her approach to civil rights problems 
has mellowed in recent years.

Now she’s happy approaching the problems one at a 
time, dealing with issues on an individual basis.

For instance, she was disappointed by a Brooksville 
City Council decision in 1989 not to name a road that 
runs through mostly black neighborhoods Martin Lu­
ther King Boulevard, as hundreds of black residents 
had requested.

The council instead deferred to a small group of 
white business owners in the area who objected to the 
renaming.

"I felt strongly about it, but we’ll wait, and maybe 
they’ll change the name next time,” she says.

Despite some long-standing problems for Hernando 
County’s blacks, such as drugs, unemployment, poor 
housing and utilities, Land is optimistic about the fu­
ture.

“Things will not remain the same, especially when 
people are oppressed,” she says. “It may be this way 
for the next 10 years, but things will not remain the 
same forever.”
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‘He was an inspiration to all of us9
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A Piece 
Of The Dream

Unfortunately, many of Tampa’s 
best and brightest black students 
never return home because of lack 
of opportunities here, he says.

she made a 'C average. ... I thought 
that was admirable for him to do. 
When his kids got scholarships to 
college, they had no problem. He 
was the only principal tn the district 
who advocated as much."

Bing inspired teachers as well.
"He was a major force in my 

educational career. He encouraged 
me to go on and get my master's," 
says Sadye Martin, now principal of 
Knight Elementary School in Plant 
City. "He was a role model and an 
inspiration to all of us."

She also says Bing had a laud­
able impact on race relations in 
Plant City: “He showed us by doing, 
that we could work and live togeth-

Tribune photograph by PHIL SHEFFIELD 
Considered a pioneer in education, E.L. Bing retired 12 years 
ago, and was honored earlier this year by having an elementary 
school named in his honor.

er ... that a lot could be accom­
plished through non-violence."

In the same way, Bing believes 
that working together in school has 
brought black and white students 
closer.

"Back in my day, there was 
complete isolation." he says. “We 
had no idea what white kids did and 
they had no idea what we were all 
about. These kids today are togeth­
er from kindergarten all the way 
through high school and they get a 
chance to make friends and estab­
lish relationships.

"There is nobody now in the 
school system who has ever been to 
a segregated school. It’s gotta help."

Desegregation helps
Bing is proud that the desegrega­

tion plan he helped carve out has 
offered black students opportunities 
they may not otherwise have had.

"It speaks for itself. It is one of 
the better ones in the country,” he 
says matter-of-factly. "I think It has 
provided what it was intended to do 
— and that was to provide black 
kids with an equal opportunity and 
access to equal educational opportu­
nities.”

The school system never or­
dered a follow-up survey to see how 
well those students fared, but he 
keeps up with some of them.

"You will find black kids at West 
Point, at the Air Force Academy, at 
all the major universities.” And, not 
long ago, six students from Tampa 
were in the engineering school at 
the University of Tennessee at the 
same time, he says with obvious 
pride.

er we wanted to go. In addition, 
they would pay our transportation 
there and back.”

Bing came back to Florida be­
cause he wanted to change things in. 
his home town, where his parents 
still lived. He took a principal’s job 
at Glover school, an all-black ele­
mentary and junior high school. 
Five years later, he became princi­
pal at Marshall, another all-black 
school for grades 1-12.

Discrimination then "was so ri­
diculous,” Bing says, that it is diffi­
cult for people today even to com­
prehend it.

Bing’s son and four daughters, 
when they were young, often came 
to the Hillsborough County court­
house with him. They would ask 
him why there were two bathrooms 

: for women in the south corridor.
Why not one?

"It was difficult to explain to 
them that one of those toilets was 
for white women and one was for 
black women,” Bing says. “It was • 
stupid ... and (my) kids questioned 
the stupidity of it.”

An unusual blend

By KAREN HAYMON LONG 
And KATHY GOODWIN

THONOTOSASSA — On a 40- 
■ acre farm where he spends most of 

his time growing hay, the days flow 
slowly for Elijah Lutrell Bing.

It wasn't always so. He did return
Bing, divorced with five grown 

children and eight grandchildren, 
grew up with his two younger sisters 
in Plant City during the Depression. 
His mother was a school teacher, 
and his father owned restaurant 
and dry cleaning businesses.

Bing knew how to read before 
he started school. But blacks then 
could go only as far as the sixth 
grade in Plant City. He and his sis­
ters were sent to an aunt’s house In 
Jacksonville to attend junior high.

He recalls his parents’ strength 
in the face of discrimination.

“They always taught me that the 
way to fight racism and injustice is 
through education and hard work, 
that the easiest road to failure Is to 
hide behind those so-called injustic­
es and racism,” Bing says. "I owe a 
lot to my parents."

After junior high, Bing moved 
back to Plant City. But his home­
town had no high school for blacks, 
so he attended one In Lakeland. 
Asked if he rode a bus to school, he 
scoffs: “They didn’t have buses for 
blacks.”

He hitched a ride with a friend 
for 25 cents a day.

He served, four years in World 
War II, then went to Florida A&M 
University, graduating with a de­
gree in biology.

Then he went to Columbia Uni­
versity graduate school in -New 
York, where he got a master's de­
gree in education, with the help of a 
state tuition subsidy.

"The 1947 legislature passed a 
bill called Out of State Aid," he ex­
plains. "To keep blacks out of the 
University of Florida, they would 
send us anywhere we wanted to go. 
They would pay the difference be­
tween the tuition at UF and wherev-

Bing's friends and co-workers 
use the same words to describe 1 
him: keen mind; good common ■ 
sense; strong organizational skills; 
deep-seated sense of fairness.

Raymond Shelton, Hillsborough 
County’s superintendent of schools 
during Bing’s tenure, recalled that 
Bing helped write the proposal for 
federal grants to implement the de­
segregation plan. .

“We got $2.2 million, the largest 
(grant) to any school district at the 
time,” Shelton says.

The Rev. Abe Brown, a former 
dean at Chamberlain High School, 
recalls when Bing was principal at 
Marshall High School in Plant City.

"The state had a ruling that if a 
student had a passing average he 
could play football. He went beyond 
that. No one could participate in 
any athletic program unless he or

E.L. Bing taught others how to overcome racism and excel in life
since he had a stroke in December, 
still talks like the teacher he was — 
precise, concise, no-nonsense — and 
he expects the same of others.

Asked about the current state of 
race relations, he asks: “Compared 
to what? You have to compare race 
relations to some benchmark."

He.believes race relations in the , 
country have improved tremendous- , 
ly compared to the 1960s.

But, he adds, "I think it is more 
of a subtle thing of acceptance. Dis­
crimination or racism has taken on 
a different complexion in that it is 
more subtle now than it was be­
fore."

He is a life-member of the 
NAACP, but says he has hung up 
the sword and shield in the civil 
rights movement to make way for a 
younger generation, which he some­
times serves as a consultant.

Asked if he is disappointed in to­
day's schools, the former principal 
comes to their defense: “I don’t 
think it is fair to say the schools are 
failing. I’d rather say society is fail­
ing," he says, blaming drugs, broken 
families and low teacher salaries, 
among other problems.

The 
hay farm­
er, for 
whom E.L. 
Bing Ele­
mentary 

School was named this year, built a 
. 48-year career as a civil rights and 

education pioneer in .Hillsborough 
County until his retirement 12 years 

•ago.
Among his achievements:
El In 1971, as a staffer on the 

Hillsborough County School Board, 
Bing helped craft a landmark deseg­
regation plan, the essence of which 
still guides administrators to this 

* day.
El Before joining the board’s 

staff and becoming the first black 
assistant school superintendent in 
the county, he was considered one 

■ of the best and most innovative 
principals in the district one who 
raised standards for students and 
teachers, challenging both toward 
excellence.

□ Later, in 1983, after one of 
the most embarrassing chapters in 
Hillsborough County history, Gov. 
Bob Graham appointed Bing to re­
place one of three county commis­
sioners indicted on extortion charg­
es in a notorious bribery case.

Despite a career marked by 
{ such accomplishments, when school 
(officials decided earlier this year to 

put his name on an elementary 
school in Progress Village southeast 

- of Tampa, he thanked them, said he 
was honored, and asked why. 
' "He is so humble. Here, he hac' 
an outstanding record in educa­
tion,” recalls long-time school board 

.member Sam Rapello. “He dedicat- 
,ed his life to the underprivileged. 
He served with distinction on the 
County Commission. He was a 
champion for civil rights.. Yet, he 
was surprised.”

Bing, 69, who has taken it easy
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ABOVE: Andria Addison, 
right, and LaDonna Savoy 
see each other for the first 
time In 17 years on Satur­
day during the community 
reunion in Copeland Park. 
The women were friends 
years ago at Crystal River 
Middle School. Savoy now 
lives in Maryland, but Addi­
son has lived in Crystal 
River since she was 3 
years old. The event, held. 
every two years, featured 
food, games and lots of ca­
maraderie. “The purpose of 
it is to come together as 
one, on a good occasion, to 
celebrate life in general," 
says Ann McCrae, one of 
the committee members 
who organized the event.
RIGHT: Javon Thomas; r5, - 
Jalen Dickerson, 3,. Genl 
Dickerson, 4, Defa'Hum­
bert, 5, and Anthony Dick- 

I erson wait for lunch to be 
served Saturday during the 
reunion. Dickerson is from 
Orlando, but his mother-in- 
law lives in Crystal River.
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‘GOD’S GRACE

■ / DAVESIGLEWChronicfe
James Roy Jr. grew up in Citrus County and islfhefirst in a series of interviews Citrus County Chronicle is doing with local black rest-

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

1 still felt like Crystal River was the best ,
place in the world. cuuvai.Wu1Juuuiv^ukublu^.„

Roy was bom March 5,1933, in Crystal that, he said, black children in the

;j '

nity. He says the site of the old George 
Washington Carver School was once lo- 

_cated in a part of Crystal River that was 
during an era"where segregation called “Scriventown” after his family

. who populated the area.
Roy (or Junior Roy as he was called 

growing up) attended George Washing­
ton Carver up until eighth grade. After

■ ■ - ------------------------ ----- - - k

county only had two options for high
nHand PnnlrorT Wa<?hinPtnn

a. y ja. a < up in Crystal River, Roy remembered
(feelinSlikeCrystalRiverwasagreat

(( )) |\\ \Y place to grow up despite circumstances. 
■l'AVJ A V/lvA As children, he said, they didn’t know

any different and segregation was just a 
way of life. Besides, the relatibriship be- 
tween the whites and the blacks wasn’t 
volatile like most people would imagine, 
Roy explained.

Many blacks worked for white busi­
ness owners and people really worked 
together for the good of the community. 
Roy said there was never any fear about 
leaving one’s home to play in the street 
In fact, one of his good friends was a 
.white boy named Dbyle who he said he

, ■ ' : . /■ , ,. .. ■ ■ ■.DAVESIGLER/Chronide
— —-1 S — IJ-X I—A UmhIaxw nS Sr* rloinrf loAol hlof'Jf roci.

dentsto share^he”r stories about the area. Roy said lie feltl like “Crystal River was the best place imthe world.” The yearlong project 
is kicking off in honor of Black History Month activities,. r /

■ ■1^ childhood during racial hardships
Editor’s note: The Chronicle is em- ■ ■ —’ :Howard Academy’ in Ocala. His parents

barking on a yearlong project ofgather- W V? -p-np yryl’V/S T<'; decided to pack up and move-to Ocala.I HERITAGE
Today’sstory is the first of four features 
that will be published every Monday in 
February—Black History Month.

Shemir Whiles
Chronicle 

n’l hough James Roy Jr. grew up
11 — XI

I meant white-only facilities and 
-IL , . allusions of discrimination; he

place in the world.
1 . . .

River to Lillian and James Roy Sr. His
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Wlnzaio ’■Don" WatklnsSr. stands In the foyer jof his Crystal River homo under portraits drawn by his nephew when tie.arid hls.wlfe were '. 
In their 40s. Watkins Is a IltetfmeCItrus countv resldent anr' ■— -........ I—r..a>—-»' = a.n.ev
pioneering programs at Withlacoochee TechnLm ■>. ».«<» —--—-—
Ing Booker T. Washington ^chool. Watkins has been witness to the growth and changes across Citrus County and has a unique per-

Black deputy incounty recalls struggles, pleasant 
Shemir Wiles . in Crystal River to William and

  J facetoface yyith a
. . black deputy sheriff. / . . sheriff in Citrus County," ne said., company and once referred to as

. Even in his uniform, Wlnzaio • But Watkins, a proud graduate «thetaUpinefroihCitrus,''wlio ’ 
“Don". Watkins Sr. said people. of Withlacoochee Technical Insti- ran for governor in the 1940s.
would still call to reportthe black, .tote's police academy, said he Watkin’s family settled in an 
manmasqueradingasadeputy.lt didnt let the prejudices of that area of Crystal River Called Wen-
wasn’t unusual to hear the accu- . era influence the way he per- . h Ouarters Nowadays, 
satlons, I. , ? , . / formed his.work..It only made ■ , Watldns said, people call it 

'There were people who had . him work harder.. . /
7» never heaniofa black deputy. . . 'Watkins wasbornNov. 17,193.1, See EQUAUPago AS

. , r ' ............

spoctlvo on Its history. '.;. J ..

W "
M..blacTde'p

UJJH-i—Even in 
1 "Hnn'’ Wn

ImT3 on the web Ida Watkins. The couple married

River from Monticello in ’1912 ” 
after Watkins’father landed a job 1 
working for Frederick Van Roy, 

, sheriffin Citrus CounW,” he said.. ^S^So as 
•>^atlanB1!B I!S?UW¥av “the tall pine from Citrus,” who ' 
of Willacoochee TechmcaInsti- ran for governor in the 1949s.

manmasqueradingasadeputy.lt
his.work..It


-------:U_____ ■ •.’•'"■J’; ' •' ____________ ' ____________X______ ’________Monday, February 8, 2010 A5‘

FftllAI \ into Inverness. ■ <’■'.. courierifor the.white high In his retirement/Watkins;
■ “And it was the reverse in school in Crystal River and ndwenjoysldckingbackand 

Continued'frnnl'P»w>'Ai the afternoon,” Watkins He ' would deliver toilet 'reminiscing about former1 ■' ■ 
mPateAl said, which made his bus paper some mornings to the times that had its struggles, ' 

„ • . ' ■ \ route a grand.total of J20 school, he said, he,could but also imparted pleasant
Knights Addition, which is a miles., 1 have attended if it wasn’t for memories. - '
subdivision ' ' around' The old, decrepit b,us he segregation.. He hopes young people in
Copeland Park. y. drove-paled'in comparison In addition to. his careers Crystal River do-their best , 

■ Like most black-children to the . newer. buses the as a deputy and a bus driver, in whatever comes aVail-
during that time, Watkins at- white-'children, rode to Watkins served in the Army able to them and in the end,
tended George Washington school.’ Though Watkins and the Air Force and had make it work. Even .when ■ ’ 
Carver School. On his first would never complain an auto body garage in Crys- the odds felt like they were
day of school, he said he abbutthe racial discrimiha- tai Riverthat he would work against him, Watkins said he
pickedUp) the nickname, tion that left black schools in his spare time. always pulled himself up by
“Don” and it hasstuck with significantly inferior-.'-to. . 'He also dedicated time fo his bootstraps. He wants it 
him ever since’. . whiles, he admitted the be-. developing programs and to serve as an example to

, The Carver sthobl origi- - .lie'f of “separate, but'equal” ■ teaching at Withlacooqhee the kind of attitude the 
rially. was a ;thfee-room nevertruly applied. .. . -■’ Technical Institute. Hetrav- youth should embrace., 
wooden schoolhouse that 1 "Someone had the audac- • eled for the school board to And when all is said and 
saton apiece of land afthe ity to say the word ‘separate, help develop the school’s done, Watkins said you 
corner of Northeast Third but equal,”’-Watkins said, curriculum and even taughtg could pat yourself on the 
Avenue "and Northwest “They w.ere.certainly.sepa-- some classes, including a back knowing you did the 
Fifth Street Watkins said rate, but far from equal.” night class for women who best you could do.
the black folks in Crystal' ••■'During his.--bus route, were interested in learning .“Go on and say, ‘Well 
River scraped every, penny Watkins - also served as. a auto mechanics. done,”’ he said.

“—.....................:..............................................- .

Sparkman,.a man who once 
was a county commissioner 
in the early 1900s, 

In the beginning, black 
children were only-allowed 
to attend school four months 
out of the year. Then.it in­
creased to eight months be-. 
fore George Washington 
Carver officially-became a ■ 
full-time middle school, 

After finishing 10thgrade, 
Watkins said he -began- at­
tending Booker T Washing­
ton ■ High School in 
Inverness. On top of being a 
student, Watkins was also 
the school-’sibus driver. He 
began his 60-mile bus route 
arounc 6:15 a m. He first 
rode 12. miles north on U.'S. 
19 to Red Level before 
heading south, backto Crys­
tal River. ■

Once he .finished gather: 
ing the children near the 
airport and in the -city, he 
would drive out to. Rock 
Crusher where two black 
families—the Bunches and 
the Brooks — lived. After, 
picking those children up, 
Watkins said he would take 
County Road 490 (Ho­
mosassa Trail) back to-State: 
Road 44 where he -would 
ride all the way out to 
Booker T. Washington on 
U.S. 41.

But he wasn’t done.
Once he unloaded the bus 

full of children,. Watkins 
would ride down U.S. 41 to 
pick up more children -in 
Floral City and bus them I

Then.it
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(■/ whose spirit and faith influenced 
j her family and. the members of 

:? the communities where she lived,
rliarl 1\7Tnn rl ov af ' r

A

Honoring 
a lifetime 
of service
Newsome, 104,

i died Monday -died Monday
, . Mike.Arnol,©

Chronicle
< .-----------------------------:----------- 1—_—t-------------------------- -------

Luvinia’ “Vi-nnie” Newsome, 1 

| her family and the members of 

died Monday at
!./ Hernando Pasco t ™ ~
i ■ Hospice in M 

Lecanto. She was | 
104. . L

The daughter I 
L of the Rev. Cham- .1 
V b'erlain ■ ..Smith 

and Annie- Lee M
'! ■ Smith, Mrs; New- r .a 

.some inspired, a Newsome 
.. number of her 

f relative's" to'become servants of
A< Mrs. Newsome served as 

mother to the church and to 
scores of neighborhood children 
throughout her life. ,

“We weren’t the most fortu­
nate family in our community,” 
said her grandson Rev. Leon 
Thomas, who believes she was 
the oldest living African-Ameri­
can in Citrus County. “But she 
took in people. When we ate, the 
neighborhood ate. When we went 
to the fair, the neighborhood 
went to the fair.

“When it was time to go to 
church, my grandfather would 
load up everyone into the truck



Crystal River shortly after her birth.

in Citrus County, ahd her father was as­
sociate pastor at the old Mount Olive anything, do it the best that you can 
Missionary Baptist Church in Crystal and be the best at whatever you do.” 
River. : She was fond of Psalm 23, David’s

She was the oldest of 13 children and Psalm, ahd had her grandson say it 
outlived all of her siblings. every night before he went to bed.

She attended church and went to She loved everybody, regardless of 
school at Mount Olive Missionary Bap- race, faith, color or creed.

* tist Church. When her mother was out Her great-nephew, Al Hopkins, said .
delivering babies in the. county, she Mrs. Newsome was an inspiration to 
would stay behind and care for her his church, the Kingdom Empower- 
yoiiriger brothers and sisters. ment Church, saying, during her life-

After finishing school, she moved to time she was a “living legacy.”
Ocala and became the mother of the Mrs. Newsome’s life and teachings 
church at New St. John Missionary inspiredThomasto openhisownbusi- 
Baptist Church. She married Deacon ness and become a pastor.
John Newsome arid they had one “I’m glad that she lived to see her 
daughter, Doretha Wilkerson. work with me was not in vain, that I

Mrs. Newsome worked at the church .was able to pursue my destiny and 
until the late 1960s. She then retired to dream's. . i
Crystal River. . “At her funeral, she will be. sur-

As “church mother,” Mrs. Newsome rounded by people of the cloth—many 
served as counselor and a maternal in- of whom she is related to. She will be 
fluence to the congregation, putting the greatly missed.”, 
welfare of others before her own needs. FYmerai services will be 11 a.m, Sat-

“She stayed that way even after she urday, at the Church of the Living God, 
went into care,” Thomas said. “If you Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 557 
brought her food, she would insist on N.E. 2nd Ave.', Crystal River.
serving you. She was always trying to / 
give someone something to make, day, Feb. 19, at the church.

NEWSOME Mrs. Newsome loved to entertain at 
her home and was known for her five- 

Continued from Page Al iayer jelly cakes, homemade peach 
cobbler and hand-churned ice cream.

Crystal River shortly after her birth. She was fond of wearing hats and 
Her. mother was a well-known midwife will be buried in one of her favorites- 

‘ • Her favorite saying was: “If you do

: Chronicle file
A Wake will be from 5 to 7 p.m. Fri- Luvinia “Vinnie” Newsome, seated on the left, celebrates her 103rd birthday in July 2008. She died

■ Monday at the age of 104.
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^F^^uringthe'days of Jim Crow and ■

H I Hopkins recalled a time in .' I
I W Crystal River .when blacks I'. Y

weren't allowed to eat inside ' ■“
• ractoiirank wnrlf nt lAnnlra inn avah iic'a ' J

public restrooms., f. •May.:7< ■•••.. ••
In the 80 years she has lived in Citrus ^ •, Eva May did housework and ran

landscape, but also attitudes change..
“IVo havo'nnniQ.a Inner urav Knt’wA’n

still not were we need to be,” she said. would work out in the woods at the
J-Tnnlrinc nrac hnrrn Tiilv 17 1Q94 After* PArlnr* mill mnlrinff nmtAc’fnn cltinnr

her mothenpassed away when she was 5
• years old, she and her younger sister,

. DAVESIGlJ^feSi 
e Hopkins. Helen Hopkins moved to Crystal River In 1930 from Trenton to live with 
* ' ■■■ . '■ . ' ■ a-'-7

,growing up in Citrus Counwti

T-EOTTAClt? “THEW“ W 
'RIlAll II /AV'kTTll . U To view a video of. the interview with/-’ 

SSTORY online at www.chronicleoniine.c7:

restaurants, work at banks or even use I .•Riveptolive with their older sister, Eva or street names, just dirt paths. . •: >• i >;
public restrooms.. . .May : .. . The Crystal River was small, Hoplans

In the 80 years she has lived in Citrus' . / Eva May did housework and ran a remembered. An old post office stood
. County, she said she has seen not only small restaurant off Citrus Averipeior a where the Coastal Heritage .Museum

landscape, but also attitudes change., 1 living; Hopkins said her sister alsd . / :-7‘4 stands now, she sai^, and a black manf 
“We have corne a long way, but we’re ,. would cook mfeals for the men who ; named Willie Smith owned a dry-clean-

still not were w.e need to be,” she said. would work out in the woods at the mg business on Citrus Avenue. Restau-
Hopkins was bom July 17,1924. After ‘ ■ cedar mill making crates for shipping. rants Wander In and the Green

kinnmnfhnr.nQccari ainoviuhnn .. The first home Hopkins and, her sis- Tavern were popular places to grab a ,
ters lived in was a small wooden house bite to eat, and an icehouse sat where

Louise, moved from Trenton to Crystal with a tin roof that was near the mill. In See HISTORY/Page A9

y 5- c^ r/ u

‘That’s the way it was’

- . .. ' ■■ .{• •• ■■ <"|

Helen Hopkins, right, talks with her daughter, Jackie 
.'her older sister after their mother passed away. f

Crystal River resident recalls childhood, gr
■ <SHS^ES •. =

—7——----- :| .7p
“separate but equal,” Helen . I (I P

TT'"”: J Li_________
sinks, op evjen use >. K^ver;to live with their older sister, Eva 

.nn.l.i.n'j h /.it c own >'l, n a JI

,• stands now, she said, and a black man,; 
would cook meals for the men who ; named Willie Smith owned a dry-clean- 
'■■ '■ '• ■■ ■ • ing business on Citrus Avenue. Restau­

rants like the Wander In and the Green

http://www.chronicleoniine.c7
file:///.it
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■ ■ ■ a mi came back to Crystal River, they were sun
n 115 O i \\ 11 crazy about each other, so they got married.

■ ■ ■w 1 " He cut pulpwood to help support the fam-
Continued from Page Al jiy ancj Hopkins said he always believed in 

4*1* ** • «* nX. . 1 M 4-z\ caa 11 Ozb l~\f*

the Suncoast Schools Federal Credit Union Crystal River. 1
. , “T-To wac o annis now.

“It wasn’t too much," she said.
Every morning, Hopkins said she and

hei' S1OIC* WMW1V* Hull. HIV .TT.TW W O* — ■ - o — - . . - ,

the only black school in. the county — times of segregationjind racial prejudice 
George Washington Carver School. v._u__ —

For lunch, because the school didn’t have

to William’s Food Store

round cookie for a penny 
and a block of cheese. , |

For a short while, Hop­
kins said she and her sisters 
lived in Homosassa. Though 
it wasn’t common for blacks j 
to live there, it was common 
for them to move where the 
jobs were and, for a lot of 
blacks, logging in . Ho­
mosassa was a .way to make 
a living, despite the strong 
racial bigotry in the area.

X In Crystal River, a major- . 
'ity of the blacks lived on

be sent to Ocala to at- Crystal River Primary 
tend Howard Academy.
Like most families, Hop­
kins’ family couldn’t af­
ford to send her away for 

, more schooling, so she 
began doing housework to earn a wage. _

She later got a job working at the Manne skm color matters, shesaid. .Science sXn for two yea^ until she be- So when the 1960s came and the Civil 
came a cook in the cafeteria at Crystal Rights movement fraught about major 
River High School. Later, after Crystal changesdike integration andI the:endI of Jim 
River Primary School was established, Crow, Hopkins said she felt better and 
Hopkins transferred to their cafeteria and ’ Crystal River took the changes in stride, 
worked there for 19 years until she retired. “So Crystal River has come a long way 
During that time, she married her child- since I ve been here, she said. • 
hood sweetheart, Willie Hopinns, in 1945 And with those changes, Hop fans hopes
and thev had seven children. children today appreciate what those be-

Hopkins said-she met her husband while fore them did to make a better life for the 
ton cTiwer^Tlmy started Iddn^each^the^r, . “Be thankfill’cause they have m°«;0p- 
but she moved to St Petersburg for a while portunities to do better, she said. You 
cn thpv lost contact However, when she snouldnt take things for granted.

where they could buy a big, INTERESTING FACT
' ■ Helen Hopkins' ,.

brother-in law, O.H. perfectly alright for blacks 
Hopkins, was working t0 WOrk in the kitchen, 
on a clearing |ob otl Blacks had to walk to the 
U.S. 19 in Crystal River 
when discovered an In­
dian burial site in Crys­
tal River that .was 
confirmed by University 
ot Florida scientists as 
authentic. That site is 
now the Crystal River 
Archeological Site.

back of the restaurant 
where they would be served 
out of a window. And even if 
the restaurant served steak 
and shrimp, blacks would 
only be allowed to eat ham­
burger. . '

At the movie, theater' 
downtown, blacks would 

uy oi uw uracno u™ . watch movies upstairs while
State Road 44. On both sides of the street, whites sat downstairs Thankfully, a fire 
Hopkins said blacks had homes, but some never broke out, Hopkins said, or blacks 

' would also live in an area called the Dirty would have had to scuffle to try to escape. . 
Spoon, which is now Heritage Village over And don’t even mention restrooms - be- 
by the railroad tracks. Some believe.it was cause a black person using a public bath- 
called the Dirty Spoon because when it room was out of the question, 
would rajn, the area would become’ex- “And that’s the way it was, shesaid. It
<sTnceGeoSe Washington Carver only ™ Howe^wfatetourists from up.North 

^tU^mghXde,H°PkinSSaid Ss^Skins said .

^ML d °ationhadto'' HopklnS WOfked in the beschool education had to, ~ ------- f fr.endly which js why
- Hopkins never underSchool cafeteria for 19 stood why in the South, 

... u - blacks had to be treated
years until She retired, differently because of 

' ' > ' outer appearances. ,
“The Lord made us all. Don’t know why

back to Crystal River, they were still

He cut pulpwood to help support the fai

taking their children to see life outside of 

“He was a good dad and husband,” she
"It wasn’t too much," she said. said.
Every morning, Hopkins said she and Though Hopkins has fond memories ot 

her sister would walk two miles to attend growing upjn Crystal River, the unpleasant ■

George Washington Carver School. . . remain fresh in her mind.
Fbr lunch, because the school didn’t have She admitted there where whites that 

a cafeteria, the children would walk a mile treated blacks well and with respect, but 
- ■ - some didn't get along

Blacks couldn’t sit and dine 
inside a restaurant, Hop­
kins said, even though it'was

to work in the kitchen.

believe.it
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The Inverness FAMU Black Males College Explorers Advisory Board Committee 
for her manv vears of service on the advisory board and to the oartlcloants of the n

■

•/•Ji’

■

'■ . Special to tho Chrohido

The Inverness FAMU Black Males College Explorers Advisory Board Committee recently honored Betty Schnee 
for her many years of service on the advisory board and to the participants of the program. Schnee Is retiring. From 
left are: Patrick Thomas, advisory board chairman; Myra Bellamy, advisory board member; and Ms. Schnee.

ecc 2-/
Honoring Betty Schnee
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Musical Entertainment
■ and Refreshments ,

ACT -1 Love You, You’re 
Perfect, Now Change

• Christmas In Soptombor
■ Continuity of Caro Scholarship Gala
• United Way Kick Off
• VFW 10087 Mon's Auxiliary Golf Toumamont
• German Club Oktoberfest
• Business Women's Alliance

Health & Fitness Expo
• Industry Appreciation Luncheon
• Spanish American Golf Tournament
• EDC Barbecue
• 832 K-9's Deputy Dog Fundraiser
• Beal The Sheriff 5K Run
•9/11 Ceremony

• Homando Herilago Days
• Golf for Kids
• Nature Coast Performers -

AUGUST
• Ovarian Cancer 5K Run
• Bowl For Kids Sake
• Hope Floats

I

• ACT - Murder by Misadventure
• Lecanto Relay For Life
• April Madness Basketball Tournament
• Military Card Party - Crsytal Oaks
• ABWA Diamonds In April
• Wilhlacoocheo Wilderness Canoe & Kayak

MAY
• ACT - Murder by Misadventure
• Citrus Jazz Jam
• Gospel Jubilee
• Informational Fiesta
• World's Greatest Baby Shower
• Spring Greek Festival
• Winds, Rains or Flames
• Father Willie Golf Toumamont
• Homo and Garden Show
• CITA Technology Expo
• Camp Good Hope Scramble

. • Chronicle Pines Tennis Tournament
• Citrus Memdrial Ball

• Spring Fling - Citrus County Craft Council

J

22
WSW-SchoolMic 

Cassie GolfToumament

Singing Valentines

26
ACT -1 Love You, You’re 

Perfect, Now Change

5
Luminary Art Nights.

•ACT-
• ABWA Fashion Extravaganza
• BH Lions Arts & Crafts Show
•Light Shine-
• Inglls/Yankcetown Arts and Seafood Festival
• Festival of Tho Arts
• JozZSocloty Jam
■ Rotary Blood Screening
• Blues & Bar-B-Quo
• Homosassa Library Book Sale
• Veterans Fair
• Veterans Day Parade/Mcmorial Service
• Veterans Appreciation Show
• Stone Crab Jam
■ West Citrus Elks Annual Craft Show
• CCBA Home & Outdoors Show
• Caruth Camp Challenge
• Parade of Trees
• Citrus Stampede Rodeo
• Winter Wonderland Craft Show
• Ozello Arts & Crafts Festival
• Jazz Concert
• Skyview Tennis Tournament '
• Kiwanls Pancake Breakfast
• Holidaze Crafters Craft Show
• Friends of the Homosassa Library Book Sale
•King’s Bay5KRun/Walk

APRIL
•ACT - Mixed Emotions
• Citrus Jazz Jam
•. Inverness Relay For Life
• CCBA Fishing Tournament
• Wildlife Park Easter Egg Hunt
• Jazz Appreciation Month Celebration
• Ozello Adventure Race
• Volunteer Fair
• Citrus County Bass Challenge
• Rnru>rinlanr(ant'c Cnlf Tmimamanf

21
ACT -1 Love You, You're 

Perfect, Now Change

African American Read in

Light Shine-Cracker 
History: Legends and 

Stories ■

28
ACT-I Lore You, You're 

Perfect, Now Change 
CFCC Performing Arts

Flamenco Vivo
German American Club 

Celebrate Spring

Forever Irish

Strawberry Festival 

Tricky Tray- Crystal Oaks 

A Night of Imagination 

Swing with the Brcez' 

Luminary Art Nights

Red Ribbon Tour of Homes

2
Fashion Cares - 

Key Center

17
African

American
R

L ■

JUNE
• Inverness Flag Day Ceremony
• Cobia Big Fish Tournament
• CHS Project Graduation
• Homosassa Fireworks & Poker Run
• Flag Day at Fort Cooper
• Rolling Thunder Independence Day 

Golf Tournament

Sunday,
February 21,2010 

2-4 p.m.
Old Courthouse,Heritage 

^X'Museum 
OuG'Courthouse Square; Inverness

Plan to join your friends and neighbors lb hear 
polltcal, educational and professional leaders of 

the community read aloud selections from a 
wide range of African American literature.

• Luminary Art Nights
• Citrus Jazz Jam
• Steak & Steak
• Strawberry Festival
• Homosassa Herilago Day
• Nature Coast Corvalr Car & Truck Show
• Floral City Library Book Safe
• Wood Wind and Water
• Fort Cooper Days
• Citrus County Fair
•Clean Air Ride
• ACT - Mixed Emotions
• Corvettes In tho Sunshine
• Building Dreams
•Swing For A Cure
• SL Patrick’s Day Golf Classic
• Friends of tho Library Book Salo
• Pilot Club of Crystal River Golf Tournament
• Red Ribbon Tour of Homos
• Fashion Cares
• Scopo It Out 5K
•TOO Far Art Show
• Rotary Blood Screening
•SCORE Golf Classic
• Sugarmlll Chorale
• Citrus County's Amazing Race
•A Night of Imagination
• Forever Irish ■
• Crystal River Relay for Life
• Affairs To Remember
• Barbershop Harmony At Its Best
• Floral City Garden Club Annual Plant Salo
• Mystery Dinner Theater
• Tricky Tray - Crystal Oaks
• Becky O'Connell Foundation Benefit
• Spring Blossoms - Ladles West Citrus Elks’

JANUARY
1 • Citrus Jazz Society

I • Manatee Festival
I • ACT -The Champagne Charlie Stakes

• DBS Giris Fastpitch Softball Benefit
I GolfToumament

• Sgt Dennis Flanagan Foundation 
Sports Celebrity Auction Dinner

• SgL Dennis Flanagan Foundation 
Annual GolfToumament

• Keys to Fashion - West Citrus Ladles Elks
; • Truck and Tractor Pull
! • Kiwanls Concert Llve-

.. «USA Yoga Day
• Light Shine-Tho History of Clowning
• Cattle Barons’Ball
• Sail Away with Beall’s
• CFCC - Forbidden Broadway
• Jim Blackshear Memorial Golf Tournament
• Crystal River Open Tennis Tournament
• Music In the Park
• Valerio C. Post Memorial Golf Tournament

FEBRUARY
• Fitness in Citrus
• Citrus Has Talent
• Light Shine-Cracker History;

Legends and Stories
• Jr. Achlevment Bowl-A-Thon
• CFCC - Flamenco Vivo
• African American Read In'
• Jazz Concert - Love Mo Tender
• On Our Own Expo
• 'School'astic Golf Tournament
•Altrusa Monte Carlo Night
• Citrus Jazz Jam
• Beverly Hills International Festival
• Singing Valentines
• Grand Ole Opry
• 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Classic
• Tribute to Patsy Kline
• ACT -1 Love You, You’re Perfect,

Now Change
• German American Club Celebrate Spring

19 • SorinO Flinn - Citrine Cnnnfv Craft CntinrJJ
• Ozello Chill Cook Off and Craft Show
• Singing Valentines

OCTOBER
'• Seftoma Oktoberfest
• Best Buddy Martini Social and Silent Auction
• Friends of tho Library Fall Book Salo
•ACT-
• Habitat For Humanity Golf
• Jazz Jam
• Rails to Trails Bike Ride
• Nature Coast Flije Arts Show
•Ride For A Cura
• Light Shino -
• West Citrus Elks Annual Card Party
• Suncoast Buddy Walk
• Artisans Boutique
• Night of the Heron
•Jazz Concert-
• Night of the Heron
• Great American Cooter Festival
• Harvest Hope
• Day of Caring/Mako a Difference Day
• National Wildlife Refuge Week
• So You Think You Can Dance Like a Star
• Scarecrow Festival
• West Citrus Elks Arts & Crafts Show
• Homosassa Rotary Chili Cook Off
• Fun Horse Show’
• Cooter Blast
• Harvest Time Festival
• Haunted Tram Ride
• Halloween Haunted House
• Pumpkin Festival
• Arts de Fall
• Ozello Crafts Salo
• 7alra I oninelri Uamnnal Rnlf

JULY
• Patriotic Evening’
• Fireworks over Kings Bay
• Key Training Center Celebrity Auction
• Key Run For tho Money
• Key Center Telethon
• Fine Wino for Fine Minds
• ACT - The King and I
• Family Fun Day
• Firecracker 5K
■ Citrus Cycling Classic

2*7 Citrus Has Talent 

ACT-I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change 

International Food Festival

Spring Fling - Citrus 
County Craft Council 

/Xcadcmy of Environmental
Science Dinner 

Stop Hunger - Rotary

’ DECEMBER
• Father Christmas Ball
• Fort Cooper State Park Nights of Lights
• Floral City Herilago Days
• Beveriy Hills Christmas Parade
• Christmas Craft Show
• CRWC Silver Bells
• Crystal River Christmas Parade
• Jazz Concert - Holly Jolly Jazz
•Jazz Jam /
• Inverness Christmas Parade
• Homosassa Boat Parade
• Sugarmill Chorale Christmas Concert
• Airboat Christmas Parade

For information, call „ 
726-2357 to

-
Be a part of the [T7 

21th Annual J I
National African " j

American Read-In ’ -i \

O O Purple Heart 
ZrV Ceremony
ACT -1 Love You, You're 

Perfect, Now Change 
On Our Own Expo 
Grand 'Ole Opry

Ozello Chili Cook Off 
and Craft Show ’/r

Flea Markct/Book Sale 
Ladies - West Citrus Elks

Music in the Park

/ p



NOVEMBER

• Golf for Kids
• Nature Coast Performers -

MARCH
• Fitness In Citrus
• Manatee Car & Truck Show

JULY
• Patriotic Evening
• Fireworks over Kings Bay
• Key Training Center Celebrity Auction
• Key Run For the Money
• Key Center Telethon
• Fino Wino for Fino Minds
•ACT-The King and I
• Family Fun Day
• Firecracker 5K
• Citrus Cycling Classic

•American Irish Club Golf Tournament 
•Annual Muslcalo
• Family Fun Day
• Not So Blue Monday

JUNE
• Inverness Flag Day Ceremony
• Cobla Big Fish Tournament
• CHS Project Graduation
• Homosassa Fireworks & Poker Run
• Flag Day nt Fort Cooper
• Rolling Thunder Independence Day 

Golf Tournament

AUGUST v
• Ovarian Cancer 5K Run
• Bowl For Kids Sako
• Hope Floats

SEPTEMBER
• Harvest Moon Craft Show
• Beat the Sheriff
• Veterans Golf Tournament
• Jazz Society Jam Session
• Citrus 20/20 Fundraiser
• Save our Waters Week
• Save Our Waters Week Fundraiser
•ACT-’

• biirus jazz jam
• Steak & Steak
• Strawberry Festival
• Homosassa Heritage Day

; • Nature Coast Corvair Car & Truck Show
• Floral City Library Book Sale
• Wood Wind and Water
• Fort Cooper Days
• Citrus County Fair
• Clean Air Ride
• ACT - Mixed Emotions
• Corvettes In the Sunshine
• Building Drcams
• Swing For A Cure
• SL Patrick’s Day Golf Classic
• Friends of the Library Book Salo
• Pilot Club of Crystal River Golf Tournament
• Red Ribbon Tour of Homes
• Fashion Cares
•Scope it Out 5K
•TOO Far Art Show
• Rotary Blood Screening
•SCORE Golf Classic
• Sugarmlll Chorale
• Citrus County’s Amazing Race
• A Night of Imagination
• Forever Irish •
• Crystal River Relay for Life
• Affairs To Remember
•Barbershop Harmony At Its Bost
• Floral City Garden Club Annual Plant Salo
• Mystery Dinner Theater
• Tricky Tray - Crystal Oaks
• Becky O’Connell Foundation Benefit
• Spring Blossoms - Ladles West Citrus Elks’

APRIL
• ACT - Mixed Emotions
• Citrus Jazz Jam
•. Inverness Relay For Life
• CCBA Fishing Tournament
• Wildlife Park Easter Egg Hunt
• Jazz Appreciation Month Celebration
• Ozello Adventure Raco
• Volunteer Fair
• Citrus County Bass Challenge
• Superintendent’s Golf Tournament
• Sheriffs Summer Safety Expo
• Skyview Bum the Mortgage Tournament 1
• Neried's Military Card Party
• Central Citrus Rotary Golf Classic
• Mayor's Ball

•ACT-
• ABWA Fashion Extravaganza
• BH Lions Arts & Crafts Show
• Light Shino -
• Inglis/Yankeetown Arts and Seafood Festival
• Festival of Tho Arts
• Jazz Society Jam
• Rotary Blood Screening
• Blues & Bar-B-Quo
• Homosassa Library Book Salo
• Veterans Fair
• Veterans Day Parade/Memorial Sorvlco
• Veterans Appreciation Show
• Stono Crab Jam
• West Citrus Elks Annual Craft Show
• CCBA Homo 8. Outdoors Show
• Caruth Camp Challenge
• Parade of Trees
• Citrus Stampede Rodeo
• Winter Wonderland Craft Show
• Ozello Arts & Crafts Festival
• Jazz Concert
• Skyvicw Tennis Tournament
• Kiwanls Pancake Breakfast
• Holidazo Crafters Craft Show
• Friends of tho Homosassa Library Book Salo
• King’s Bay 5K Run/Walk

' DECEMBER
• Father Christmas Dall
• Fort Cooper State Park Nights of Lights
• Floral City Heritage Days
• Beverly Hills Christmas Parade
• Christmas Craft Show
• CRV/C Silver Bells
• Crystal River Christmas Parade
• Jazz Concert - Holly Jolly Jazz
• Jazz Jam /
• Inverness Christmas Parade
• Homosassa Boat Parade
• Sugarmill Chorale Christmas Concert
• Airboat Christmas Parade
• Citrus Springs Christmas Parade
• Nutcracker Ballet
• Celebration of Lights
• Richard Gilewitz
• Nature Coast Performers -
• Inverness Winter Celebration

' • Citrus Jazz Society
! • Manatee Festival
■ ’ ACT - The Champagne Charlie Stakes

• DHS Giris Fastplich Softball Benefit
j Golf Tournament
I • Sgt Dennis Flanagan Foundation
I Sports Celebrity Auction Dinner
I • SgL Dennis Flanagan Foundation
| Annual Golf Tournament

I • Keys to Fashion - West Citrus Ladies Eks 
•I • Truck and Tractor Pull 
| • Kiwanls Concert Live 
| • USA Yoga Day

1 • Light Shlne-The History of Clowning
I • Cattle Barons’Ball
■ • Sail Away with Beall’s

I • CFCC - Forbidden Broadway
1 • Jim Blackshear Memorial Golf Tournament
1 • Crystal River Open Tennis Tournament
I • Music in tho Park
I • Valerio C. Post Memorial Golf Tournament

FEBRUARY
I • Fitness In Citrus
I • Citrus Has Talent .
I • Light Shine-Cracker History;
1 Legends and Stories
I • Jr. Achlevment Bowl-A-Thon
I • CFCC - Flamenco Vivo
| • African American Read In’
I • Jazz Concert - Love Me Tender
I • On Our Own Expo

• ‘Schoorastic Golf Tournament
• Altrusa Monte Carlo Night
• Citrus Jazz Jam
• Beverly Hills International Festival
• Singing Valentines

I ’Grand Olo Opry
• 4th Annual Boy Scout Golf Classic
• Tribute to Patsy Kline
• ACT -1 Love You, You're Perfect, 

Now Change
■ German American Club Celebrate Spring
• Spring Fling - Citrus County Craft Council
• Ozello Chili Cook Off and Craft Show
• Singing Valentines
• Academy of Environmental Science Dinner
• PJPII Goods-Services Auction
• Music in the Park - Big Bands
• Purple Heart Ceremony
• Stop Hungry - Rotary

OCTOBER
• Seftoma Oktoberfest
• Best Buddy Martini Social and Silent Auction
• Friends of tho Library Fall Book Sale
•ACT-
• Habitat For Humanity Golf
• Jazz Jam
• Rails to Trails Bike Ride
• Nature Coast Figo Arts Show
• Ride For A Cure
• Light Shine -
• West Citrus Eks Annual Card Party
• Suncoast Buddy Walk
• Artisans Boullquo
• Night of tho Heron
• Jazz Concert -
• Night of tho Heron
• Groat American Cooler Festival
• Harvest Hopo
• Day of Caring/Mako a Difference Day
• National Wildlife Refuge Week
• So You Think You Can Dance Like a Star
• Scarecrow Festival
• West Citrus Eks Arts & Crafts Show
• Homosassa Rotary Chili Cook Off
• Fun Horse Show'
• Cooler Blast
• Harvest Timo Festival
• Haunted Tram Ride
• Halloween Haunted Houso
• Pumpkin Festival
• Arts do Fall -
• Ozello Crafts Salo
• Zoko Laplnskl Memorial Golf
• Cootcrwccn
• Festival of tho Arts Wino Tasting
• Tasto of Citrus
• Greek Festival
• Spike Fitzpatrick Memorial Golf Tourney
• CR Women’s Club Arts & Crafts Festival
• Rotary Blood Screening .
• Nereid’s Military Card Party
• Haunted Halloween

• Lecanto Relay For Life
• April Madness Basketball Tournament
• Military Card Party - Crsytal Oaks
• ABWA Diamonds In Aprilx
• Withlacoochee Wilderness Canoe & Kayak

MAY
• ACT - Murder by Misadventure
• Citrus Jazz Jam
• Gospel Jubilee
• Informational Fiesta
• World’s Greatest Baby Shower
• Spring Greek Festival
• Winds, Rains or Flames
• Father Willie Golf Tournament
•_ Home and Garden Show
• CITA Technology Expo
• Camp Good Hope Scramble
• Chronicle Pinos Tennis Tournament
• Citrus Memdrial Ball

• Continuity of Care Scholarship Gala
• United Way Kick Off
• VFW 10087 Men’s Auxiliary Golf Tournament
• German Club Oktoberfest
• Business Women’s Alliance
Health & Fitness Expo

• Industry Appreciation Luncheon
• Spanish American Golf Tournament
• EDC Barbecue
• 832 K-9’s Deputy Dog Fundraiser
• Beat The Sheriff 5K Run
•9/11 Ceremony
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A lifetime of sacrifice
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'icutoT s passionfor youngsters
E WEB • and friend.

. ’ McCray was bom Jan. 20,1922 
m Crystal River to Ella and 
Reuben Jackson. McCray grew up 
during the time of segregation 
where tensions between the 

S^RSS£!£S£' “Katrice” McCray. g ’ -®??dlP*to>d her.about

ZSSK: 8SSSS‘21S»" . ses&i- ssKSsaga thatloved and respected her. Ednl ^X^formSiden? refused to PaV «•

■ 1 ■ ' ■ ■ ■’ . ■ ■' ’ See SACRIFICE/Page A5

ay. . ..• >.•
McCray passed away Jan. 31 

after a long battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease, but she left

thatloved and respected hei

■ . ■ ■ - .- . .

Family, friends recall late educate
Shemir Wiles. : 1

■ Chronicle . ON THE WEB

A “<«*WCr«yl^her
‘fe 0Penly She had noth- , . of Annie M. McCray, gd to •

X‘T t?ntOuld^' . WWW,chrpnicleonline.com
Just like she held you account­

able, she was accountable,” said

forgot the things that mattered
mnef f-r» Vi'a'U*. AiiA'Jcj'ii .

most jmportantl^^God': i'
“She was serious about the 

Word — the word of God,” said

http://www.chronicleonline.com
chrpnicleonline.com


the children,” she said.SACRIFICE

joked

f

for

a harsh, but after the

turned to Crystal River to 1995

she surance did-

“She was a wonderful
before arriving at the school.

“She had a stomach of

“She left a tremendous

But the one thing McCray

under her wing rity wasn’t something Me- she was the church clerk at

the first teacher to arrive at her. 
school, even though she had ‘ . 
to walk. . She would also be her,” Jackson said, 
the last one to leave.

was
scraps; used all these words to de- 

—woman they 
knew and adored..

Katrice said her grand­
mother didn’t just talk about

way to feed all the children 
■jT— - 4 * —. —— — • ~--- ---- -- ----------- ---- _i — wh xi— .—.n A x *».*** * — — .4 i-

henchman burned down find, even if it was just bread 
their house. and meat

McCray and her parents

would have to build a fire from not only her students, McCray loved to visit her things, she did things. She 
rmzl tl/lrif'vwiTr TTTmi IZ-4 nlrrjrvTTn Ur, rmr rt*nrvi AtTAmTnnr, X« »L.n4. _______ 1 __________1 1 - • . _---------------- ------- J was woman who was tough, 

often stay long enough until but did everything out of
“You had to be better than dinner was done. And Jack- love.

”• son said her family would “She left a tremendous 
If. she taught something, always feed her because legacy of love,” Katrice said.

Because the Carver she expected her students to she was like family. Foster
schoolhouse was only three really learn it She kept her also said McCray would ----------
rooms, the Church of Christ classroom in order and she stay and eat at her house,
that was across the street made sure her students especially if her mother
was used to house the higher knew where to put every- was making her famous
grades. McCray taughtsocial thing. She wanted her chil- cornbread.
studies to the older students dren to be well-mannered But the one thing McCray 
and Jackson said she really and she encouraged them to loved more than anything 
took the Red Level children achieve excellence. Medioc- was the Lord. Joyner said 
under her wing. rity wasn’t something Me- she was the church clerk at
i “She“reajly.took'cafe'.of- 'Cray would let anyone settle Mt. Olive Missionary Bap-

'whole com- had her special leatherback 
■ munityknew Bible with her when she 
about and died. Inside her Bible are 
Katrice said her handwritten notes re- 
the neigh- vealing her interpretations; 
b o r h o o d Katrice said it’s something 
children she kept and treasures.
knew when Foster said McCray kind 

■ Photo provided by McCray family they saw her of had a repetition for being
„ - a harsh, but after the

degree in sociology and re- she retired in taught at least half of the mother’s car Alzheimer’s set in, she had
rs-.mtoi t>;,™ +„ iao6 after children bn the west side of to get out of a sweeter disposition. Fos-

teach at George Washington teaching for Citrus County until her retire- the road. Me- ter said she attributed that
Carver She also later earned 45 years. ment from the Citrus County Cray would to the fact she had the Word

tion from Stetson University. said

Dependable. Diligent
Sacrificial.

for because she believed in tist Church for more than 50 
'Before there was an offi- people doing fife-right, thing years. She also served as a

„ . cial lunchroom, Jackson and pushing themselves be- Sunday School teacher,
continued trom Page Al said, McCray would find a yond the standards. president the Women’s

way to feed all the children Even something as simple Home Missions Society and
In retribution, a one-armed with whatever she could as a ride in the car became she sang in the Chancel.
U—v----- z»_j-----------------------------------------4—xv_.. .J an opportunity to teach. Ka- Choir.

trice said she wasn’t allowed “She worked diligently in
“If (the children) were to sleep in the car on road the church,” Joyner said- 

watched everything they hungry, she would get them trips. Instead, McCray would Even when . the 
owned turn into ashes. Very fed,” Jackson said. have the children in her car Alzheimer’s kept her from
few items were able to be For years, McCray taught ; read the map and the road remembering names,.

friends , Joyner said she never for- 
l she got to call him every Satur- 

did it to day afternoon to say she 
make sure wanted to go'to church. And 
she didn’t get every time he would go to 
lost pick up, she would be

Her driv- ready.
ing skills McCray always had a 
were some- Bible with her and Joyner 
thing - the said he believed McCray

say her in- in her.
Lillie Biddle, also a good 

friend of McCray, said she tai River Primary for 17 other side of the road. Cray was a great friend who 
would walk from her home years. Her teaching style in- “She was notorious,” Ka- listened and would never 
on 13th Terrace to the school eluded not only doing every- trice said. “It was either you gossip. She would find time 
on Third Avenue every -thing in the books, but also or the car in the road.” to help anyone and she was 
morning Pushing a stroller, doing activities outside of McCray loved her com- always sincere and thought- 
hesaid, shewould drop her. the box to make sure her stu- munity. She also loved to ful in her actions, 
children off at the babysitter dents were well-rounded. read, plantflowers, care for ‘one was a wunai 
before arriving at the school. It wasn’t enough just to her animals and eat. Jack- person,” Biddle said.

Betty Jackson, a former teach the 3 Rs; Katrice said son said McCray believed in 
student and friend of Me- her grandmother also taught eating three meals a day. Encouraged. 
Cray, said she met McCray in life skills to her first-graders She would also eat just Honest 
1950 when she was in fifth likethe process of depositing about anything. There was Her friend and family 
grade. Jackson said she money into a bank. She was no such thing as r  2
would have to catch the also adamant about her chil- everything could be used to scribe the 
school bus in Red Level dren doing writing lessons make another meal, 
around 6:45 a.m. When the and learning their phonics.  
children would arrive, they She expected the best iron,” Jackson said. 

4 4 4 4 »4 4 n »' 44 ' 1 4 .

and McCray would always be but from everyone around friends to chat and would „ 
often stay long enough until but did everything out-of

son said her family would

For years, McCray taught ; read the map and the road remembering 
salvaged from the rain; how- the black children of the signs. However, - ■ - - 
ever, Katrice said an old county. How-;
Singer sewing machine, an . ever, when 
antique rocker and a lamp the schools 
she now keeps in her home desegregated 
made it through the.fire. in 1969, Mc-

Determined. for her Cray was one 
daughter to have more, Me- of the first 
Cray’s mother sent her to teachers to 
Ocala to attend high school deal with in- 
at Howard Academy. She tegration 
later was awarded the Amos when she 
Lewis scholarship to attend moved from 
Florida A&M College in Carver to 
1949. Crystal River

In an era when the idea of Primary. She 
al college-educated black taught first 
woman was extraordinary, grade for 
McCray graduated summa most' of her 
cum laude with a bachelor’s career until Annie McCray must have grand-

after children bn the west side of to get out of a sweeter disposition. Fos-

ment from the Citrus County Cray would to the fact she had the Word 
a master’s degree in educa- Jackson School system. say her in- in her.

----------- —-------------- ———j. ------ she surance did- Lzxzz^ zj-uuiv, zzzov? a gw
Sam Joyner, a long-time taught with McCray at Crys- n’t cover her to drive on the friend of McCray, said Mi
!ond TVTnC’-mxr dnirl elna tai Ritzav Primnmr 1^7 sU*l»z%v4 ziPfUzx 4->a<4z4 ____ i__ 1-

“She was notorious,” Ka-



Literary CBub celebrates Black History Month

.. .. . . .... - . . opeciai io ui« v-iiiwHi'-ic

■Mi. chapter met In February at th. home nt Pll^aCyson in Homosassa, ££>m tha=l.
. The Literary Club

bers of TLC Florida represent a number of different communities and enjoy reading, sharing and fellowshipmg with 
a wonderful group of women.
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church trustees purchased

BELL
Continued from Page Al

After I got it assembled 
and I got it painted, I couldn’t 

pick it up.

The Rev. Tyrone Wheeler, 
pastor of the church, led the

Arthur Franklin
restored 100-year-old bell for the church.

body from getting hurt, and bell at a service May 31.
set it.” City officials attended, in­

Franklin said Mitch Dun- eluding council members 
can got a crane. Marti Consuegra and Jacquie

"All the pieces were differ- Ilepfer, Mayor Bob Plaisted, 
ent and 1 had to figure out City Manager Frank DiGio- 
how it was supposed to go,” vanni and Ken Koch, devel- 
Franklin said. "I had all the opment services director, 
legs set, and all I had to do 
was pick it up and set it in.”

The church rededicated its opening prayer, and said thesmall group of followers met "Brother Arthur Frtmklin 
in a train boxcar behind built the stand and mounted 
Cooter Pond and organized the bell,” Green said. It is a 
SL James Methodist Episco- solid piece of structure to 
pal Church. Worship contin- support such a heavy bell.
ued in the boxcar and in “After 1 got it assembled 
members’ houses for several and I got it painted, I couldn't 
years. pick it up,” FYanklin said. "So

On Sept 30, 1907, the I had to get some equipment 
church trustees purchased to pick it up and keep some-

bell was dedicated to the it has become at this time. We 
service of God and the bene- wish you many great years, 
fit of souls who worship him. and God bless you."

The Rev. Thelma Shaw Now that the bell is 
Young, retired presiding mounted outside, "We 
elder, made the declaration, haven't decided yet how to 
saying, "Let us give ourselves use the bell,” Green said. She 
anew to the service of God. still has the original bolts 
that the fruits of our labor from the previous mounting 
may tend to the glory of God of the bell, which she hopes 
and the advancement of the to display at some time. 
Kingdom." Church members plan to add

At the end of the service, a plaque to the bell, so each 
Plaisted said. "Thankyou for passerby will learn its his- 
helping Inverness be the city toric significance.

land for $30 on which to build 
the church.

The first church was a 
frame structure, built by men 
and women members who 

part of our history,” Green bought the lumber from Han- 
said. bury Sawmill. This building

The board of trustees, underwent repairs and alter- 
board of stewards and pastor ations through the years. The 
made the arrangement to bell was installed in this 
pick up the bell. church atsome point in time.

The heavy cast metal bell is The present church build- 
large and dates back many ing was built and dedicated 
years in the church’s history. March 31, 1985. but, until 

"We don't know how much now, lacked its bell. To make 
it weighs,” Green said, "but it the bell as good as new. it was 
takes four men to pick it up.” Liken to a company near Flo- 

The church traces its ori- ral City to refurbish it, Green 
gin to 1896. when, according said. It is mounted outside 
to the church’s history, a the church.
small group of followers met



Returning to roots

Activist works to restore sense of community to her childhood home

See ROOTS/PageA5

What they see is longevity. 
We're here and we’re making 

a difference.

Shemir Wiles 
swiles@

Chronicle

Katrice McCray-Holly Is the executive director of the Community Action Foundation of Citrus County. Her organization 
offers educational, cultural and social enrichment programs for at-rlsk youths.

ever returning to her home­
town of Crystal River.

T»--r ?r 2005, McCray. 
Holly said she came to visit 
for two days. However, be­
fore she could leave, her 
grandmother, Annie Me- .

Katrice McCray-Holly Cray, became ill. She also 
executive director. Community Action Foundation of Citrus County, found out she was pregnant 

with her son, Mason. For

had cultivated a comfort-
After coming down with able life in Texas with her Cray-Holly’s mother,' The- 

management specialist in sick building syndrome, husband, Roscoe Holly Jr., 
their information technol- McCray-Holly had to quit and had no intentions of

Andrea “Katrice" Mc­
Cray-Holly lived what she 
called “the glamorous life.”

With a bachelor’s degree 
in statistics from the Uni- ,
versify of Florida, she be- ogy department In addi- her corporate job, but she Five years, McCray-Holly
came a clinical statistician tion to her corporate job, continued to run her bak- said doctors had told her
for Abbott Laboratories in she owned a boutique bak- ery. she wouldn’t be able to
Texas. Then she worked for ery called Creations by An- McCray-Holly said she have children.
the Federal Home Loan drea. had cultivated a comfort- Then unexpectedly, Mc-
Bank of Dallas as a change



• A; ■Il I*'1

the Citrus County school sys- school party at Copelar
kindergarten through sev­
enth grade. Sister to Sister

i . ntfe-

ROOTS
Continued from Page Al

ola McCray, was hospitalized 
for five days. She said she 
didn't even know her mother 
was sick. She was diagnosed 
with colon cancer

“The battle with cancer 
was horrible," McCray-Holly 
said.

She thought her mom 
would beat it, but after bat- 
tlingforayearand a half,she 
died July 4, 2007.

Before her mother passed 
away, McCray-Holly said she 
stayed with her in her home 
across the street from 
Copeland Park. Being back 
home, McCray-Holly said she 
noticed something strange 
about her old neighborhood. 
The children were different

“There was just no hope in 
their eyes," she said.

advocacy skills for families 
she and individuals.

McCray-Holly said

rus County (CAFCC).
She had one goal —rebuild 

the community.
McCray-Holly said she 

wanted to revive the relation­
ships people once had in the 
neighborhood and have peo­
ple care about each other 
again. She also said she 
wanted to provide the re­
sources for people to em­
power and educate 
uiviitaci yvo.

Currently, she has four

The sense of community' Mahaffey Theater in St. Pe- Cray-Holly’s drive and devo- was one of the first teachei 
she grew up with was gone, 
and she knew she had to do 
something about iL So in July 
2006, she began the Commu-

came from her mother. Seven Rivers Presbyteria 
“My mom loved her people. Church, the Afro-America 

■and hnr Sil*? Clllb Of f'Hrns CnimtV WpI
care Health Plans, the City i 

1 mem- sne also said ner grana- Crystal River and loc 
bers, she has been able to mother was a great inspira- schools have helped her o 
continue to grow and stimu- tion to her. Her grandmother ganize several events. Tt 

enthgrade.” Young” Mongol' Iate interest in her organiza- was a teacher for 45 years in most recent was her back-t

Laurie Dunston, a board teni- She worked at Crystal Park, where she gave aw; 
more than 250 backpac

Distinction is for boys in tion.
-................. ________

member and volunteer at River Primary School and 
and Brother to Brother are CAFCC, said McCray-Holly is 
for children in eighth dedicated to her organization 
through 12th grades. McCray- and knows how to get things 
Holly said the programs all done.
meet weekly and they focus “She seems to make a way 
on etiquette, academics and out of no way," Dunston said, 
giving back to the community. Dunston said she became 
She also exposes the chil- involved with CAFCC earlier 
dren to culture and the aids, this year when she showed

Later this year, she plans to up at a meeting and became 
take the children to see “The a volunteer. She said she has 
Chocolate Nutcracker" at been impressed with Mc-

tersburg. tion to her community. to integrate after the end (
In the beginning, McCray- "She's very passionate segregation in schools. Mi 

Holly said people were skep- about what she does,” she Cray-Holly also recognize 
tical about her organization, said. “I see she provides a 

commu-
two women from her chile 

nhvArHnn Phnnda7inn nfrit. She said people thought she good service to the commu- hood. Shirley Warren an nuy Action ounoduon oi uh gQjng bc for njJy„ Shirley for making sur
only six months and then dis- In addition to providing she went to church, makin 
appear. However, after two programs for children. Me- sure she had her speeche 
years of proving her staying Cray-Holly said she has a job ready for pageants and givin 
power, McCray-Holly said the skills training course for themselves selflessly to th 
response has been phenome- adults. She also teaches self- community.
nal. advocacy skills for families McCray-Holly has done

“We’ve delivered,” she and individuals. lot in two years, but she sai
said. “What they see is McCray-Holly said her she couldn’t take all th 
longevity. We’re here and strong sense of community credit Her partnerships wit 
we’re making a difference.” - - - - -■

McCray-Holly said the par­
ents have been enppert:-.-? t’*'” 
and with 10 regular volun- said.

main youth programs? Ladies leers and eight board mem- She also said her grand- Crystal River and 
of Tomorrow is for girls in 
kindergarten through sev-*



ON THE NET
■ Community Action 

Foundation of Citrus 
County:
wivw.cafcc.net/home

Eleven-year-old Khalil Hollis 
checks all the school sup­
plies that he has In his new 
backpack at Copeland Park 
in Crystal River. Hollis re­
ceived the backpack and 
supplies recently at the 2008 
Community Action Founda­
tion of Citrus County 
(CAFCC) Back to School 
Party. The event drew more 
than 500 people and more 
than 250 backpacks and 
string bags were given out 
during the party. There was 
food, beverages, a Citrus 
County Sheriff's helicopter 
fly-in, and games, along with 
two full tables of school sup­
plies for the students to se­
lect from. School supplies 
were donated by Seven 
Rivers Presbyterian Church, 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Citrus County, Wellcare 
Health Plans, St. Margaret’s 
Episcopal and CAFCC.
WALTER CARLSON/For Iho Chronicle 
filled with school supplies, succeed in life. She said it’s 

not about her; it’s about 
them.

"They're my babies,” she 
said. “At the end of the day,

More than 500 people came 
out for the festivities.

"It was a beautiful thing,”
McCray-Hol ly said.

Her long-term plans are to it’s about the children and 
continue to develop her or- families.”

ganization. She said she 
would love to expand into 
other areas like Homosassa, 
Inverness and Beverly Hills. 
McCray-1 lolly is also working 
to establish a child advocacy 
board. With only two main or­
ganizations targeting chil­
dren in the county, she said 
she feels their needs to be 
more, resources for children 
and families.

McCray-Holly said she 
doesn't have to do what she 
does. With 15 years of IT ex­
perience. she said she could 
find another corporate job.

But she said she loves the 
children in her community 
too much not to help them

wivw.cafcc.net/home
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See if it worked on a friendly

There was no joking about

©mb
Continued from Page Al

7.5 million between the ages 
°fThosedare key target groups 
" Obama as he bids tobrea.

White House for the Iirst tim

Associated Press

Cain says in the ad.
“How perfect that your 

California, New York, nomination would come on 
' ' > own Illi- this historic day. Tomorrow, 

X - - * ’’’ ZX ’ll lx ZX lx ZX ZX 1 * ZX X x X 1 > x x X X — — ——1 - X

tory that voted for George W. senator, job well done.” 
Obama’s hopes of victory Bush. Ohio tops that list, and 

...... ' > tar- 
North

Convention in Denver, Colo.

stands around the rim of the in eightyears. a close race nationally, with as (
-----  The Democratic man ofthe more than enough battle- Michigan and his

members of his home-state tip the election either way. 
Til « • 1 1 . • X x. -x - « 1 /»•-!

- 2T , ... ... - -- -X-   ----------------- O> — —v uvicgUNUH UC1U1 c Lilt! Uuailicx xzx Tivivij xjuon. vuiu luyo maillOl
I will rebuild our military wood-quality stagecraft and curtain went up on his show, rely on holding onto the large Democrats have also 

to meet future conflicts. But 1 innovative, Internet age poli- “I came by (because) I had Democratic base states such geted 
will also renew the tough, di- tics. this speech tonight I wanted 
rect diplomacy that can pre- .. .. 1----
vent Iran from obtaining to Sheryl Crow, Stevie Won- 
nuclear weapons,” he added. <
.. As he does so often while video built around Obama’s

Dakota, Virginia and New 
Mexico, among others, as 
they try to expand their Elec­
toral College map.

His new running mate, Sen 
Joseph Biden of Delaware, 
was brutally frank about the 
Democrats’ chances in an ap­
pearance before one state’s 
delegation. “This is not hy­
perbole: We cannot win with­
out Pennsylvania,” he said.

Polling shows the race for 
that state’s 21 electoral votes 
close. Both the two previous 
Democratic candidates, Al 
Gore and John Kerry carried 
Pennsylvania over Bush.

Biden, who was born in 
Scranton, Pa., and represents 
a state that shares a border 
with Pennsylvania, is ex­
pected to spend large 
amounts of time campaigning 
in the state over the next sev­
eral weeks.

McCain was in Ohio as 
Obama spoke, and after a se­
ries of sharply negative con- 
vention-week television 
commercials, his campaign 
aired a one-night advertise­
ment that complimented 
Obama and noted the speech 
occurred on the anniversary 
of King’s famous address.

“Senator Obama, this is 
truly a good day for America. 
Too often the achievements 
of our opponents go unno- 
ticed. So I wanted to stop and 

Democratic presidential nominee Sen. Barack Obama, D-lll. gives his acceptance speech Thursday at the Democratic National say, ‘Congratulations,’” Mc-

marched with King sun Ported Obama’s p^’imarw
Rodham Cllm 

ton, then switched under 
pressure from younger black 
elsewherehiShOmeStateand

parallel from King— Obama 
was the fim to dehver an out­
door convention acceptance 
speech since John F 
Kennedy did so at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum in 1960 
.In his speech, Obama 
Pledged to jettison Bush’s 
economic policy — and re­
place it with his own designed 
to help hard-pressed families.

“I will cut taxes for 95 per­
cent of all working families. 
Because in an economy like 
this, the last thing we should 
do is raise taxes on the mid­
dle class,” he said.

The excerpts didn’t men­
tion it, but Obama has called 
for raising taxes on upper-in­
come Americans to help pay 
for expanded health care and 
other domestic programs. 
‘ He did not say precisely 
what he meant by breaking 
the country’s dependence on 
Mideast oil, only that Wash­
ington has been talking about 
doing it for 30 years “and 
John McCain has been there 
for 26 of them.”

His pledge to end the war field, 
in Iraq responsibly was c
straight from his daily cam- convention blended old-fash- ....  
paign speeches ioned speechmaking, Holly- Illinois delegation before the

will also renew the tough, di- tics. t’.L 5...J©,
rect diplomacy that can pre- The list of entertainers ran to practice it outon you guys
vent Iran from obtaining to Sheryl Crow, Stevie Won- £-2 if 1 „ ’ ‘ ~

derand will.i.am, whose Web audience,” lie joked.
. As he does so often while video built around Obama’s There was no joking about 

campaigning, Obama also “Yes, we can” rallying cry the stakes in the speech, a 
paid tribute to McCain’s quickly went viral during last once-in-a-campaign opportu- 
heroism — the 72-year-old winter’s primaries. nity to speak to millions of

' In a novel bid to extend the voters who have yet to make 
convention’s reach, Obama’s up their minds between Mc- 
campaign decided to turn Cain and him. The polls show

Arizona senator was a pris­
oner of war in Vietnam 
thtgeanS^J.cLin’likeslotalk tens of thousands of partl-

George Bush was rig messages to friends, asS aJJ» — of 
2emeP‘‘KyouUHketheeBush- lists developed by the cam- 

Cheney approach John Me- Tall, Obama’s high com- 
Ctiin’syour man W-Xk mand said it had identified 
change,B?de^i” he 55 million unregistered vot- 
Obama and Joe Biden, ne u country, about
declared. , . ap llion of them blackThe much-discussed stage R1 »Hispanic and 
built for the program was aboutoi the ages
evocative of the West Wing at 
the White House, with 24 
American flags serving as a as ne Dlub LU
backdrop. A blue carpeted e all-white line of U.S.
runway jutted out toward the into nnr| ^he same
infield, and convention dele­
gates ringed the podium. 
Thousands more sat in

a close race nationally, with

The wrap-up to the party hour paid a brief visit to ground states tight enough to nois, while eating into terri- we’ll be back at it But tonight 
invention blended old-fash- nipmhpr? nf hie hnma-cfntA GhIVid olontinn niihar wav frum ihcii unfori fnr Conrrfa W cpnntnr inh well rinnn ”
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Associated Press

DEMOCRATS T© MEET

he was the one.

John Lewis of Georgia, who 

See OBAMA/Page A5

big evening coincided with 
the 45th anniversary of Mar­
tin Luther King Jr.’s “I have a

she realized the potential that the Illinois 
senator brings.

“I felt he could bring this country to-

Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama, D-III., prepares Thursday to ad­
dress the Democratic National Convention at Invesco Field in Denver, Colo.

Local supporters ready to go all-out for Obama
Mike Wright

mwright@chronicleonline.com
Chronicle

Obama takes up torch
Candidate 

accepts historic 
nomination

□ The Central Citrus Demo­
cratic Club will host 
Jonathan Holder, the staffer 
for Sen. Barack Obama's 
presidential campaign as­
signed to Citrus County. He 
will speak at 11 a.m. Satur­
day, Sept. 13, at the Central 
Ridge Library.

DENVER — Before an 
enormous, adoring crowd, 
Barack Obama promised a 
clean break from the "broken 
politics in Washington and 
the failed presidency of 
George W. Bush” Thursday 
night as he embarked on the 
final lap of his audacious bid 
to become the nation’s first 
black president.

“Now is not the time for 
small plans,” the 47-year-old 
Illinois senator told an esti­
mated 84,000 people packed 
into Invesco Field, a huge 
football stadium in the 
shadow of the Rocky Moun­
tains.

He vowed to cut taxes for 
nearly all working-class fam­
ilies, end the war in Iraq and 
break America’s dependence 
on Mideast oil within a 
decade.

Obama called Sen. John 
McCain, his Republican rival, 
a good man who “just doesn’t 
get it”— a backer of economic 
policies that favor the rich 
and a senator who “stands 
alone in his stubborn refusal 
to end a misguided war”

“John McCain has voted 
with George Bush 90 percent 
of the time,” he said, attempt­
ing to pre-empt his rival’s 
claim that he is a maverick 
who breaks with the adminis­
tration on key issues.

Obama’s formal accept­
ance speech was delivered in 
a dramatic setting, the filled 

' stadium, the camera flashes 
in the night, the made-for- 
television backdrop that sug­
gested the White House, and 
the thousands of convention 
delegates seated around the 
podium in an enormous 
semicircle.

Obama and his running 
mate, Sen. Joseph Biden, of 
Delaware, leave their con­
vention city on Friday for 
Pennsylvania, first stop on an 
eight-week sprint to Election 
Day.

Polls indicate a close race 
between Obama and McCain, 
the Arizona senator who 
stands between him and a 
place in history.

McCain countered with a 
bold move of his own, hoping 
to steal some of the political 
spotlight by spreading word 
that he had settled on a vice 
presidential running mate. 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty 
canceled all scheduled ap­
pearances for the next two 
days, stoking speculation that recognizing that local effort, has assigned 
he was the one. t one (ield stajfer t0 Citrus County and '

By happenstance, Obama s adding another, said George Harbin, 
Kirr nuaninrr nninmrlnrl with _ “__ ____ . • • . i i .

Harbin volunteered for Al Gore in 2000 
on the and John Kerry in 2004. The Citrus 

candidate’s Web site. Anyone punching in County oiganization for Obama, he said, 
is better than Gore’s and 
Kerry’s combined.

“The Obama organiza­
tion itself is so organ­
ized,” he said. “What’s 
happening is for the 
time ever we actually 
have one paid Obama 
staffer in this county and 
another one coming in a 
few days. That’s the type 
of thing you’re going to 
have as a winner.”

DeVito said she started out as Hillary

because people are clamoring for change.
“The people that I know were all com­

plaining about what’s been happening in 
this country the last eight years,” she said,

Like most grassroots campaigns, this describing Obama volunteers. “We just 
one started small. tapped into a lot of people who felt the

Deborah DeVito organized one meet- same way.” 
ing. So did Judith Callison. TT—u:----- ---------- 1 r— A1 nnnn

They placed the information 

a ZIP code would know 
where to go.

And from there was 
born the Citrus County 
Floridians for Obama 
Committee. At least 50 
people, enthused with 
Barack Obama as the 
Democrat candidate for 
president, meet regu­
larly to plan strategy 
countywide.

The Obama campaign,

""" field staffer to Citrus County and is Clinton supporter, but moved to Obama as 
_ , a ...................................... . ............ .

Sugarmill Woods resident who handles 
public relations for the group. — _

The result, they hope, is a victory for gether” she said. “As much as people are 
Dream Speech” on the steps obama on Nov 4 and a change in direction, afraid of him, that many more people are 
of the Lincoln Memorial in ..To me this js bistoi.y jn fbe making,” energized behind him.”
Washington. DeVito who lives in Citrus Hills, said. “I Callison said Obama has a chance to

“Tonight we are gathered neve]_ thougbt jn my lifetime we’d see take the country in a positive direction.
here in this magnificent sta- tbis A biracjal candidate — white mom, “I’m willing to take a chance on the guy. 
dium in Denver because we bJack fatber j never thought as Democ- At least he has a vision of something more 
still have a dream,” said Rep. rats we cou]d do tbis It>s incredible.” positive,” she said. “I’m at least willing to

* ..... caniSOn, who resides in Homosassa, said say he’s laying out a vision that’s attractive
the Citrus Obama group continues to grow and is working to help make it happen^

mailto:mwright@chronicleonline.com


Chronicle

African American 
read-in set Sunday

History Month by hosting and coordi­
nating read-ins in their communities.

T\yenty-six members of the communi- The International Reading As- 
ty will read selected pieces of literature sociation endorsed the read-in. Mon? 
Sunday during the 19th National than a million readers of all ethnic 
African American Read-In at the groups from 49 states, the West Indies, 
Historic Courthouse Museum in and African countries have participat- 
Inverness. ed. The goal is to make the celebration

Readers include State Sen. Mike of African American literacy a tradi 
Fasano, R-New Port Richey, Citrus tional part of Black History Month 
County Superintendent Sandra “Sam" activities.
Himmel and Citrus County Chronicle Former Forest Ridge Elementary 
Publisher Gerry Mulligan. The event is Principal Teretta Charles will serve as 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and includes a musical master of ceremonies.
interlude by The Ovalions. The public The event will begin with the singing 
is invited. of “God Bless America,” and be fol-

Event participants include schools, lowed by 45 minutes of readings, 
churches, libraries, bookstores, com- The Ovations, a male a cappclla 
munity, professional organizations and group, will perform a musical inter 
interested citizens who want to make lude, followed by another 30 minutes of 
literacy a significant part of Black readings.
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These four stamps, issued by the U.S. Postal Service, are part of the I Have a Dream Collection 
commemorating the contributions and gifts of African Americans to this country.
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lorida’s African Americans have made significant contributions to the development of the 
Id state. African Americans helped establish St. Augustine, the earliest European settlement in 
1 Florida, and have played key roles in our cultural growth ever since, frequently overcoming 

great adversity. Many have achieved great stature and acclaim, and their influence reaches far 
beyond Florida’s and the nation’s boundaries.

In 1990, the Florida Legislature created the Study Commission on African American History in 
Florida to explore ways to increase public awareness of these contributions. The Commission was 
asked to recommend methods to establish a Black Heritage Tail to identify sites, buildings and 
other points of interest significant in black history that should be preserved and promoted as tourist 
attractions. The Florida Black Heritage Trail is the product of the work of the Commission and 
the Florida Division of Historical Resources, as well as many citizens who assisted them in develop­
ing this book.

Please note the following changes since the original version of the Florida Black Heritage Trail ivas published:

Page 5: The Black Heritage Museum in Miami is no longer open at the Miracle Center Mall location. How­
ever, the museum sponsors exhibits at the other locations. Call (305) 252-3535 for information.

Page 5: The Harry T. Moore Center, 307 Avocado Avenue in Cocoa, is no longer used as a child care facility 
and community center.

Page 9: McCullum Hall is spelled incorrectly. The correct spelling is McCollum Hall.

Page 10: Kingsley Plantation State Historic Site is no longer a state historic site but part of the Timucuan 
Ecological and Historic Preserve, under the National Park Service. Correct operation hours are 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily and the telephone number is (904) 251-3537.

Page 19: The correct telephone number for thejulee Cottage Museum in Pensacola is (850) 444-8905.

Page 19: St. Michael's Creole Benevolent Association Hall at 416 East Government Street, Pensacola is a 
PRIVATE residence and is NOT open to the public.

http://www.flheritage.com/magazine/

Rtment of State • Division of Historical Resources • 500 South Bronouoh Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

See Florida Through Our Eyes.
Florida Heritage publications can be your guides to the best of Florida’s historic and cultural places and events, 
et us elp you learn about Floridas world-class museums, historic communities, archaeological sites, magnifi­

cent histone hotels, ethnic festivals and traditional arts and crafts.

Florida Heritage

http://www.flheritage.com/magazine/
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Artist’s rendition of Fort Mose, established in 1738.
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The Second Seminole War 
(1835-1842) disrupted 
Florida’s territorial years. 
Although many blacks had 
gained their freedom by

After Spain regained control 
of Florida at the end of the 
American Revolution in 
1783, another fort, at 
Prospect Bluff, a strategic 
point on the Apalachicola 
River, became the center of 
contention between the 
United States and Spain. The 
British had abandoned “the 
Negro Fort”, as it was known, 
to the Indians and former 
slaves. In 1816, American 
gunboats assaulted the fort, 
firing heated cannon balls 
that struck the magazine, 
igniting the gunpowder. The 
resulting explosion destroyed 
the fort and killed many 
occupants.

Other social and cultural 
institutions were also estab­
lished during Reconstruction 
in response to the adversity of 
disenfranchisement, racial

and schools, and severely 
limited economic opportuni­
ties. In spite of these restric­
tions, African Americans in 
Florida had expectations of 
political, social and economic 
advancement. Florida’s 
segregated society continued 
throughout the first half of 
the 20th century. After the 
1954 Supreme Court deci­
sion, Broun v. the Board of 
Education of Topeka, which 
ordered the integration of 
public schools, the civil rights 
movement broadened and 
accelerated. Florida experi­
enced the upheaval of the 
time, and was the site of 
murders, boycotts, and 
marches. Yet because of the 
calm leadership of Governor 
LeRoy Collins, the state was

escaping to Florida, many 
others had become slaves of 
the Seminoles. Their servi­
tude was benign, however, as 
the Indians allowed blacks to 
live in separate villages and 
demanded only 1/3 of their 
crops. The blacks were expert 
cultivators and provided food 
for the Seminoles. In addi­
tion, the former slaves, who 
spoke both the Indian 
languages and English, were 
valuable interpreters for the 
Seminoles during treaty 
negotiations. They sometimes 
fought with the Indians 
against the U.S. Army.

The Confederate loss of the 
war ushered in the Recon­
struction period, when blacks 
and whites struggled with the 
economic and social turmoil 
that accompanied the end of 
slavery. Ratification of the 
13th, 14th, and 15th amend­
ments to the U.S. Constitu­
tion was vitally important in

Florida’s African Americans 
have contributed richly to 
the development of our state 
and nation. Their achieve­
ments are varied, including 
contributions to the armed 
forces, the space program, arts 
and entertainment, educa­
tion, and politics. Recogni­
tion of these significant 
contributions enriches our 
lives and contributes to the 
pride all Floridians share in 
our state.

Texas. Others were returned 
to or bought back by their 
former white owners.

As the fortunes of war turned 
against the Seminoles, some 
blacks changed loyalties and 
served as guides and inter­
preters for the U.S. Army. 
Many, however, accompanied 
their “masters" to the Indian 
Territory at the end of the 
war, when the Seminoles 
were forced to give up their 
lands in Florida. Descendants 
of these “Black Seminoles” 
still live in Oklahoma and

the development of values, 
ideologies, and institutions 
among African Americans. 
The Bureau of Freedmen, 
Refugees and Abandoned 
Lands, created by an act of 
Congress in 1865 to deal with 
the urgent problems created 
by the sudden emancipation 
of four million slaves, worked 
to establish hospitals, schools, 
courts, banks and other 
necessary institutions.

Unable to maintain effective 
control over the area, Spain 
ceded Florida to the United 
States in 1821. It became an 
American slave territory.

In 1845, Florida entered the 
Union as the twenty-seventh 
state. On January 10, 1861, 
Florida seceded from the 
Union, the third state to join 
the Confederate States of 
America. The Battle of 
Olustee on February 20, 1864 
was the largest engagement of 
the Civil War in Florida. 
Union troops, including three 
all-black infantry regiments, 
marched westward from 
Jacksonville. Confederate 
forces battled them at Olustee, 
near Lake City, eventually 
forcing a Union retreat.

1887, Eatonville became the 
first all-black, incorporated 
city in Florida. A more 
common form of segregation 
was the restriction of blacks 
to a particular area of a 
community. One of the 
earliest examples is Miami’s 
“Colored Town” which was 
designated in 1896. Now 
called Overtown, it is one of 
the oldest neighborhoods in 
Miami. Black residents were 
continually reminded of their 
“place” by a variety of other 
barriers, including the 
segregation of public facilities

During Reconstruction, the 
newly freed blacks began to 
establish homes and business­
es in the white communities. 
By the 1880s, this created 
great tension which led to 
the beginnings of segregation 
between blacks and whites. In spared the tragic riots which 

were occurring elsewhere.

One of the most important 
areas of development in 
Florida at this time was 
education. Jonathan Gibbs, 
Florida’s only black cabinet 
member during Reconstruc­
tion, was appointed Secretary discrimination, and segrega- 
of State in 1868, and later 
served as State Superinten­
dent of Public Instruction. As 
Superintendent, Gibbs 
developed the state's first 
public school system. The 
establishment of the school 
system was a milestone since 
African Americans had been 
denied education during the 
years of slavery.

A frican Americans have 
f played a significant 

JL jL. role in Florida’s 
history. The rich, bitter-sweet < 
story of African Americans 
has woven a vibrant pattern 
through the fabric of our 
state’s history, from the time 
that blacks participated in 
the early exploration of 
Florida, to the 1990s, when a 
black became Chief Justice of 
the State Supreme Court.

tion. The rise of independent 
black churches unfolded 
against a background of 
political crisis, social adjust­
ment, and vivid memories of 
the slave experience. The 
churches were the centers of 
social and political activities, 
as well as religious life.

Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary McLeod Bethune al a meeting of the National Council of Negro Women, Bethune home. 1952 

from English plantations in 
Georgia and South Carolina 
to seek asylum in Spanish 
Florida, where slavery laws 
were less harsh. The Spanish 
also offered two routes out of 
slavery, conversion to Roman 
Catholicism and military­
service to the Spanish 
government. As early as 
1683, a company of black and 
mulatto militia was formed in 
St. Augustine. In 1738, Spain 
established a fortified town 
specifically for runaway slaves 
under the command of black 
Captain Francisco Menendez. 
The resulting Gracia Real de 
Santa Teresa de Mose (Fort 
Mose) was the first legally- 
sanctioned free black town in 
the United States. The fort 
was occupied until the end of 
the French and Indian War 
in 1763 when Florida was 
turned over to the British and 
the Spanish were forced to 
evacuate. A number of blacks 
left with the Spaniards for 
Cuba.

Blacks participated in the 
early 16th century Spanish 
explorations and were 
involved in the establishment '.'A- 
of St. Augustine in 1565. In 
the 17th and 18th centuries, 
African-born slaves escaped
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Museum of Arts and 
Sciences, 1040 Museum 
Boulevard. A wing of the 
museum is dedicated to the 
African cultural history of 
black Floridians. The African 
art collection is considered 
one of the best in the 
Southeast.
Open 9 am-4 pm, Tu-F; 12 
noon-5 pm, weekends.

Bradley Hall—Safe Home 
Orphanage, 511 S. Clara 
Avenue. (Private residence.) 
This two-story Masonry 
Vernacular building con­
structed c.1925 was an 
orphanage for black children. 
The building represents 
sensitivity to the needs of

MacFarlane Homestead 
Subdivision Historic 
District, bounded by Oak 
Avenue, Grand Avenue, 
Brooker Street and Jefferson 
Street. The residences were 
built primarily in the late 
1920s and 1930s in a vernac­
ular type of architecture not 
seen elsewhere in Coral 
Gables. The styles in the 
district include bungalows 
and one-story frame “shot­
gun” houses. St. Mary’s 
Baptist Church at 136 Frow 
Avenue was built in 1927.

poor children in the commu­
nity.

J.W. Wright Building, 258- 
264 W. Voorhis Ave., in the 
Yemassee settlement.
Constructed in 1920 at a cost 
of $15,000, the building was 
designed by architect Francis 
Miller, who was active in the 
Florida land boom of the 
1920s. The Wright building 
is a two-story Masonry 
Vernacular structure. Anoth-

Old DeLand Colored 
Hospital, NR, Stone Street. 
The Masonry Vernacular 
building was constructed in 
1926 and is significant in the 
development of medical 
services for African American conference of the United 
residents of Volusia County. 
When contrasted with the 
Old DeLand Memorial 
Hospital for whites, the plain 
and unadorned building is an 
architectural statement of the 
dissimilarity in segregated 
public facilities during the 
1920s.

Mary McLeod Bethune 
House, NR, 641 Pearl Street 
off of Second Avenue. This 
simple two-story Frame 
Vernacular structure was the 
home of Mary McLeod 
Bethune from the time of its 
construction in the 1920s 
until Dr. Bethune's death. 
The structure is now a house 
museum containing original 
furnishings and an archives 
for the Mary McLeod 
Bethune papers. Open M-F; 
tours upon request.
Call (904) 255-1401, Ext. 372.

Howard Thurman House, 
NR, 614 Whitehall Street. 
The childhood home of 
Howard Thurman is located 
in one of the oldest residen­
tial sections of Daytona 
Beach. Constructed c. 1888, 
the two-story Frame Vernacu­
lar structure was one of the 
first located on this quiet, 
tree-lined street. Thurman 
lived in the house from his 
birth to his departure for high 
school in Jacksonville in 
1917. He returned to visit his 
childhood home on many 
occasions throughout his life.

Nations. She had 
launched a school for girls 
in Daytona in 1904 with 
$ 1.50 and sheer determi­
nation. "We burned logs 
and used the charred 
splinters as pencils and 
mashed elderberries for 
ink...I haunted the city 
dump and the trash piles 
behind hotels, retrieving 
discarded linen and 
kitchenware, cracked 
dishes, broken chairs... 
Everything was scoured 
and mended," she wrote.

?ar1'. 900 
-treet.

Macedonia Baptist 
Church, 3315 Douglas Road. 
The congregation was 
organized in 1895 as the first 
Baptist church in Dade 
County for black people. The 
church was then known as 
the Fifty-Six Baptist Church 
because it had 56 charter 
members. In 1903 the first 
church building was erected 
on Charles Avenue, and the 
name was changed to St. 
Agnes Missionary Baptist 
Church. In 1922, the name 
was again changed, from St. 
Agnes to Macedonia. The 
present structure was com­
pleted in 1948.

slaves, Mary McLeod 
Bethune rose to become a 
noted black educator and 
advisor to presidents from 
Coolidge to Truman. She 
was President Franklin 
Roosevelt's Director of 
Black Affairs in the 
National Youth Adminis­
tration and later was a 
consultant to the founding

Coconut Grove Cemetery, 
around 3650 ChadeMve 
nue. This cemetery was 
developed in 1^ >2 V J 
Coconut Grove Colored 
Cemetery Association whi 
included several of the mo t 
prominent black citizens of 
Coconut Grove — E. W. h 
Stirrup, Walker Burrows and 
Joseph Riddick. It is the final 
resting place of many 
influential pioneer settlers of 

the area.

Crestview
Okaloosa County

lnn, the first hotel in *e 

Miami area.

Reared by his illiterate 
grandmother who was a 
former slave, Howard 
Thurman was the first 
black child to finish the 
eighth grade in Florida. 
He later became a 
celebrated minister and 
theologian. He was a key 
figure in introducing 
Mahatma Gandhi's 
philosophy of non-violent 
protest to Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., who 
regularly carried one of 
Thurman's books, Jesus 
and the Disinherited, 
reading it in quiet mo­
ments before a civil rights 
march. Undaunted by the 
harsh times when blacks 
weren't allowed to cross 
the Halifax River at night 
without prior permission, 
Thurman successfully 
pleaded for funds to go to 
high school from James N. 
Gamble of Proctor and 
Gamble. Ebony Magazine 
called Thurman one of the 
50 most important figures 
in Black American history 
while Life rated him 
among the 12 best 
preachers in the nation.

Carver-Hill Memorial 
Museum, Fairview p 
Block, McClelland St, 
This Masonry Vernar i 
building was constructed'

The museum is dedicated I 
the preservation of black 
culture and to the achieve 
ments of the black citizens nf 
Jr^tview-Call(904) 682-

Bethune-Cookman
College, 640 Second Ave­
nue. In 1904 Mary McLeod 
Bethune established the 
Daytona Educational and 
Industrial Training School 
for Negro Girls. The 1923 
merger with the all male 
Cookman Institute in 
Jacksonville created Bethune- 
Cookman Institute, now 
known as Bethune-Cookma 
College. One of the most 
striking buildings on camp 
is White Hall, a two-story 
Georgian Revival sty e 
building constructed in

Stirrup House, 3242 Charles 
Avenue. (Private residence.) 
This two-story Frame 
Vernacular structure was 
built in 1897 of tough Florida 
pine by Ebenezer W. F. 
Stirrup, a native of the 
Bahamas who came to the 
United States in 1888.
Stirrup invested his earnings 
in land and built over 100 
homes to rent or sell to other 
Bahamian blacks who came 
to Coconut Grove around the 
turn of the century. Many of 
the houses still stand, 
occupied by descendants of 
some of those early pioneers.

Jackie Robinson Memorial 
Ball Park, City Island. 
Baseball Hall of Famer Jackie 
Robinson played his first 
exhibition game as a member 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers farm 
club in Daytona Beach on 
March 17, 1946. This was 
professional baseball’s first 
integrated game. The 
following year, Robinson 
joined the Brooklyn Dodgers 
and made baseball history. A 
commemorative statue by 
Montreal sculptor Jules 
LaSalle was dedicated in 
September 1990.
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Old Dillard High School, 
NR, 1001 N.W. 4th Street. 
This Masonry Vernacular 
structure was built in 1924 
and is one of the oldest 
buildings in the city. Origi­
nally known as the “Colored 
School”, it was the first 
school for blacks in Fort 
Lauderdale. The building is 
used for education and houses

Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church, 8200 E. Magnolia 
Street. Built between 1895 
and 1910, this wood frame 
Folk Style church is the 
oldest religious building for 
African Americans in Floral 
City.

Missionary Baptist Church, 
40 N.W. 4th Avenue; St. 
Paul A.M.E. Church, 119 
N.W. 5th Avenue; Free and 
Accepted Masons, Lodge 275, 
85 N.W. 5th Avenue; and St. 
Matthew Episcopal Church, 
404 S.W. 3rd Street.

Pleasant Street Historic
District, NR. This is the 
oldest and largest continuous­
ly inhabited black residential

9

Dunbar High School, Fort Myers

a museum dedicated to 
Clarence C. Walker. As 
principal, Walker traveled 
throughout the county 
collecting signatures on 
petitions urging a full nine- 
month school term for 
Dillard High School. Until 
1942, black schools were 
closed from November until 
March so the children could 
harvest area crops such as 
green beans and peppers.

McCullum Hall, N.E. 
corner of Cranford and Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
This entertainment spot for 
the black community also 
served as the USO for black 
WWI1 soldiers training at 
Page and Buckingham Fields. 
Legendary entertainers such 
as Duke Ellington and Count 
Basie appeared here. Built c. 
1938, the structure is present­
ly a store and rooming house.

Paul Lawrence Dunbar
School, NR, 1857 High 
Street. Completed in 1927, 
the Dunbar School served as 
the colored high school for 
the predominately black 
Dunbar community and the 
surrounding area. Prior to 
September 1925, educational 
opportunities for blacks were 
limited to grades 1-6. The 
Masonry Vernacular structure 
now houses adult education 
classes and other community 
services. Williams Academy, 
which served as the black 
school until Dunbar School 
opened, has been relocated to 
the site.

Dr. James F. Sistrunk 
Boulevard Historical 
Marker, 1400 Block, 
Sistrunk Blvd., N.W. 6th 
Street. In recognition of 
distinguished civic and 
medical service to the citizens 
of Broward County, this 
street was dedicated to Dr. 
James F. Sistrunk in Septem­
ber 1971. Dr. Sistrunk was

land for the burial of his son. 
Arthur Norton, one of the 
first black settlers in the 
town, is buried here. He 
moved to the area around 
1900 to work in the phos­
phate mines and lived to be 
108. Ninety-six percent of 
those who came to Floral 
City to excavate phosphate 
were African-Americans. The 
earliest graves in the ceme­
tery date back to the early 
1900s.

Mt. Pleasant A.M.E.
Church, 630 N.W. 2nd 
Street. This Romanesque 
Revival style structure was 
constructed in 1906 and is 
the most important building 
in the Pleasant Street 
Historic District from an 
architectural standpoint. The 
congregation was organized in 
1867, making it the earliest 
formal black congregation in 
the city.

B.F. James & Frances Jane 
Bright Mini-Park, east side 
of N.W. 5th Avenue, 100 
feet south of N.W. 1st Street. 
This site contains a bronze 
marker indicating five 
historic sites in one of the 
oldest sections of Delray 
Beach. These sites played a 
vital role in the early devel­
opment of the town. They 
are: School No. 4 Delray 
Colored, located at the site; 
Greater Mount Olive

Zora Neale Hurston Festival of the Arts and Humanities, Eatonville

Etta Powell Home, 2764 
Lime Street. (Private resi­
dence.) Black major league 
baseball players used to reside 
in private residences when 
their teams were training at 
Terry Park since they were 
not allowed in area hotels. 
The Etta Powell Home was 
last used by baseball players 
in 1970.

Zora Neale Hurston
House, 1734 School Court 
Street. (Private residence.) 
This modest one story 
concrete block house is the 
only known extant dwelling 
in which Hurston lived and 
worked. Hurston moved to 
Fort Pierce in 1957 and was 
the first tenant to live in this 
house on the city’s north side. 
Hurston lived here while 
working as a reporter and 
columnist for The Fort Pierce 
Chronicle and while writing 
her manuscript on Herod the 
Great.

Tv £

the first black medical doctor 
in the city and the only one 
for almost sixteen years.

Eatonville, off U.S. 17-92, 
north of Orlando, between 
Winter Park and Maitland. 
The hometown of Zora Neale 
Hurston, Eatonville is the 
country’s oldest black 
municipality, incorporated in 
1887. Hurston’s life and 
literary work were most 
influenced by her childhood 
in Eatonville. A commemora­
tive marker is located in the 
Zora Neale Hurston Memorial 
Park, 11 People Street in the 
Eatonville Municipal Com­
plex. Eatonville hosts the 
annual “ZORA!” festival.

1901-1960 
Folklorist/ 
anthropologist
Born in Eatonville, Zora 
Neale Hurston was a 
major contributor to the 
Harlem Renaissance and 
a chronicler of Florida's 
culture. A recipient of 
Rosenwald and Guggen­
heim fellowships, Hurston 
was one of the first blacks 
to receive a bachelor's 
degree from Barnard 
College. Her autobio­
graphical work, Dust 
Tracks on the Road, won 
the Anisfield-Wolf award 
from the Saturday Review 
in 1943. She was a 
master story teller. Her 
works, however, faded 
into obscurity and, 
receiving a rejection of 
her manuscript on King 
Herod, she died nearly 
penniless and in a welfare 
home. Pulitzer Prize­
winning novelist Alice 
Walker rediscovered and 
brought back to popularity 
Hurston's marvelous spirit. 
Today, Hurston's novels, 
stories and autobiography 
are on reading lists of 
schools across the nation.

Frasier Cemetery, corner of 

Great Oaks Drive and East 
Tower Trail. This African 

American cemetery was 
esta blished by H. C. Frasier 
in 1908 when he used the___

1888 and served as a school 
for the black community. The 
pastor, Rev. Henry Shaw, was 
the first to minister to black 
turpentine, sawmill and 
phosphate workers in the area.

associated with black residen- , 

tial neighborhoods in 
DeLand. Embodying Late 
Gothic Revival styling, the 
Greater Union Baptist Church 
was constructed at 240 South 
Clara Avenue in 1893.

Second Bethel Baptist 
Church, Annie Johnson 
Center, east of U.S. Highway 
41, south of Dunnellon in 
Citrus County. Now a 
Human Resource Center, this 
Frame Vernacular style 
building was completed in

of Miller’s works is the 
facility built for whites at Old 
DeLand Memorial Hospital.

Yemassee Settlement, 
centering around Voorhis, 
Euclid, Adelle, and Clara |
Avenues. Yemassee began to ;
develop as an exclusive black ■
settlement in the Progressive |
Era. The area contains some |
of the oldest buildings
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assured the success of 
agriculture in the South. The 
1817 house and the tabby 
slave cabins still exist. Open 
8am-sunset, daily. Guided 
tours Th-M.
Call (904) 251-3122.

Catherine Street Fire 
Station #3, 12 Catherine 
Street. Built in 1902 to 
replace a station destroyed by 
the Great Jacksonville Fire of 
1901, the station was manned 
by black firemen for several 
years. It is now the city's fire

Masonic Temple Building, 
NR, 410 Broad Street. Built 
in 1912 by the Black Masons 
of Florida, the six-story red 
brick structure serves as 
Headquarters of the Masons 
of the State of Florida Grand 
East and focal point for the

Street. Since its construction 
in 1904, this Neo-classical 
Revival style building has 
served as the focal point for 
the religious and community 
life of Jacksonville's black 
citizens. The congregation 
was first organized in July 
1838 with six charter 
members including two slaves 
belonging to the Rev. J. 
Jaudan.

now houses the library for 
Edward Waters College.

Bethune Neighborhood 
Center. Sth Street and 
Avenue E. Previously known 
as Oakland High School, this 
complex of five buildings was 
a school for black children 
from Haines City, Loughman, 
Davenport, Lake Hamilton, 
Dundee and the unincorpo­
rated areas of Northeast Polk 
County. Presently used for a 
variety of civic, recreational, 
and educational functions.

Church, NR, 1058 Hogan

A native of Jacksonville, 
Johnson became one of 
the leading poets of the 
Harlem Renaissance in the 
1 920s. He was also the 
first black to pass the bar 
examination in the State 
of Florida. During Presi­
dent Woodrow Wilson's 
administration, he served 
as consul to Nicaragua 
and Venezuela. In 1916 
he became the first 
executive secretary of the 
National Association for 
the Advancement of 
Colored People. Johnson 
is best remembered, 
however, for his poem 
"Lift Every Voice and 
Sing", known as the black 
national anthem.

Impressed into the Confed­
erate forces, later joining 
Union forces by choice, 
Josiah Walls carved out a 
political career in the 
tumultuous days of Recon­
struction. He won election 
to the Florida House of 
Representatives in 1 868, 
to the Florida Senate in 
1869 and became 
Florida's first black 
Congressman in 1870. 
He served three terms, 
promoting the cause of 
black education including 
a bill to grant one million 
acres of land for the 
college now known as 
Florida A&M. Congress 
eventually granted the 
college 90,000 acres. A 
Gainesville attorney, 
Walls preferred farming 
but was wiped out finan­
cially when a freeze 
destroyed his orange 
groves. He then became 
assistant to the superinten­
dent of farms at Florida 
Normal and Industrial 
School for Negroes.

door to accommodate horse- 
drawn fire wagons and star­
shaped tie rod ends in the 
facade for windstorm protec­
tion. Now surrounded by new 
construction, the fire station 
may soon be moved to a 
location in Metropolitan 
Park approximately 1/4 mile 
to the east. Tours by appoint­
ment. Call (904) 630-2453.

Josiah Walls Historical 
Marker, University Avenue 
between 1st and 2nd Streets. 
The marker commemorates 
rhe first black United States 
Congressman elected from 
Florida (1870).

Born in Crescent City, 
Florida, Randolph was 
one of the nation's 
foremost spokesmen for 
black labor. In 1925 he 
organized and served as 
first President of the all 
black International 
Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters. He organized 
two major marches on 
Washington, D.C., in 
1941 and 1963, which 
resulted in important 
advances in black civil 
rights. The 1963 march 
made Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. a national figure. 
Randolph was the first 
black to serve as an 
International Vice Presi­
dent of the AFL-CIO in 
1957, and received the 
Presidential Medal of 
Freedom from President 
Johnson in 1964.

Centennial Hall, NR, 1715 
Kings Road. Named to 
commemorate the centennial 
celebration of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
this three-story brick struc­
ture was built in 1916 by the 
Rev. Richard L. Brown, one 
of the few black architects 

Bethel Baptist Institutional historical museum. Among its and builders of the period. It 
features are a large, arched

Kingsley Plantation State 
Historic Site, NR, 11676 
Palmetto Avenue, on Fort 
George Island off Highway 
Al A. Kingsley Plantation is 
one of the few remaining 
examples of the plantation 
system of Territorial Florida 
and is the site of the oldest 
plantation house in the state. 
Although Zephaniah Kings' 
ley was married to an African 
woman and advocated 
lenient treatment of slaves, 
he believed that slavery

area in Gainesville- Tie 
district is significant as the 
religious and social center for
black entertainment, com- 
merce, education and church 
life in the city.
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Mount Olive A.M.E.
Church, 841 Franklin Street.
Designed by Richard L.
Brown, Jacksonville's first 
black architect, the 1921-22 
church reflects Brown’s

Bahama Village, bounded 
by Whitehead, Louisa, Fort 
and Angela Streets. Bahama 
Village is the principal black 
residential area of Key West. 
Settlement of the neighbor­
hood began in the 1870s by 
persons of African descent 
who had arrived from the 
U.S. mainland, the Bahamas, 
and the Caribbean. Most of 
the neighborhood buildings 
are Frame Vernacular houses 
built before 1912 with 
historic churches scattered 
among them. Many promi­
nent African-Americans had 
homes in the area including 
Robert Gabriel, Monroe 
County’s representative in 
the State Legislature in 1879, 
and Mildred Shaver, princi­
pal of the Frederick Douglass 
School in the early twentieth 
century.

Edward Waters College, 
1658 Kings Road. The oldest 
center of black learning in 
Florida, Edward Waters 
College was created in 1866, 
in the aftermath of the Civil 
War as New England teachers 
migrated south, assembling 
former slaves for classes in 
church basements, box cars, 
jails and old buildings. The 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church established the

Florida Sports Hall of 
Fame, 601 Hall of Fame 
Drive, 1/4 mile north of U.S. 
90 and 1/2 mile west of 
Interstate 75. The Florida 
Sports Hall of Fame was 
founded in 1958 as a show­
case for Florida’s sports 
legends. Exhibits and video 
displays highlight the careers of 
some of Horida’s great black 
sports figures. See page 14. 
Open 9 am-9 pm, M-Sa, 
10am-7 pm, Su.

Nelson English Park, 
corner of Thomas and 
Amelia Streets. Located in 
Bahama Village, this park is 
named for the African- 
American civic leader who 
was the island’s postmaster 
from 1882-1886.

Bethel A.M.E. Church, 
1702 North Brack Street. 
This one-story Masonry 
Vernacular church was 
constructed in 1916. The 
name of Lawrence Silas, a 
prosperous black cattleman in 
Florida's range country, 
appears on the cornerstone. 
His father’s estate gone, 
Lawrence Silas rebuilt the 
family fortune, butchering for 
men who had large herds.

original school, which was 
destroyed by fire in 1901. The 
college was moved to Kings 
Road in 1904. Asa Philip 
Randolph, national leader in 
the black labor movement, 
was a graduate.

Ritz Theater, Davis and 
State Streets. Located in a 
traditionally black commer­
cial district in the La Villa 
neighborhood, the building 
was designed by locally 
prominent architect Jefferson 
Powell. This exuberant Art 
Deco style building which 
opened in 1929 included a 
cinema, shops and offices. 
The Ritz and the surrounding 
commercial area quickly grew 
into a thriving arts, enter­

black community’s commer­
cial and fraternal activities.

Stanton High School, NR, 
521 W. Ashley Street. 
Stanton High was established 
in 1868 as the first public 
school for black children in 
Jacksonville. It was named for 
Edwin M. Stanton, an 
outspoken abolitionist and 
Secretary of War in the 
Cabinet of Abraham Lincoln. 
The present Masonry 
Vernacular style structure, 
completed in 1917, was at 
that time the only high 
school for blacks in the 
county. James Weldon 
Johnson was a student at 
Stanton High and served as 
principal from 1894 to 1902.

Old Brewster Hospital, 915 
West Monroe Street. (Private 
residence.) Built in 1885, this 
Queen Anne style residence 
was sold in 1901 to the 
Women's Home Missionary 
Society of the Methodist 
Church. With a gift of $1500 
from Mrs. George A. Brew­
ster, the Missionary Society 
established a hospital and 
nurse training facility which 
was the first Jacksonville 
hospital for blacks. The 
hospital moved to other 
facilities in 1910, but the 
original structure still stands, 
featuring a two tier veranda 
with jigsaw scroll work.

manesque Revival style 
church features arched 
windows and door openings, 
art-glass windows, and a 
prominent bell tower.

Mount Zion A.M.E.
Church, 201 East Beaver 
Street. After the Civil War, 
several dozen Freedmen 
organized a “society” for 
religious worship and became 
formally recognized as the 
Mount Zion A.M.E. Church 
on July 28, 1866. The 1901 
fire destroyed their brick 
sanctuary which seated 1500. 
Within months the church 
was rebuilt at an estimated 
cost of $ 18,000. Tire Ro-

Zora Neale Hurston wrote of 
Silas’ exploits, character and 
skill. He eventually owned 
thousands of head, contained 
within 50 miles of fences.

Clara White Mission, 611- 
13 West Ashley Street. The 
mission is a memorial to the 
humanitarian activities of 
Clara English White and her 
daughter Eartha M. M. 
White. Clara White was a 
pioneer member of Bethel 
Baptist Church and her 
influence was felt throughout 
community life—at free 
dinners, soup kitchens and 
holiday celebrations. The 
Masonry Vernacular style 
building by architect H. J. 
Klutho continues to be a 
symbol of hope to the needy.

eclectic style. Built of 
concrete block, textured on 
the upper stories to simulate 
quarry stone, and with brown 
mortar to add rich contrast, 
rhe church includes a large 
portico at the main sanctuary 
entrance.

Cornish Memorial A.M.E.
Zion Church, 702 White- 
head Street. This wood 
frame, Gothic Revival 
structure is architecturally 
distinctive as well as histori­
cally significant. It was built 
in 1903 and named in honor 
of Sandy Cornish, an early 
Bahamian immigrant who 
founded the congregation 
in 1865.

tainment and shopping area 
for Jacksonville’s black 
community. Now deteriorat­
ed and vacant, the theater 
may undergo rehabilitation to 
help revitalize the area.
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Tennis
Althea Gibson

Golf
Charlie Owens

Florida Memorial College, 
15800 N.W. 42nd Ave 
(Lejeune Road). In the late 
1800s, the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society 
created two colleges in North 
Florida - The Florida Baptist 
Institute for Negroes in Live

tions merged in 1941 and in 
1968 moved from Saint 
Augustine to the present 
modern campus in Miami.

Football
Ottis Anderson
Wes Chandler
Alonzo S. “Jake” Gaither
Willie Galimore
Bob Hayes
Deacon Jones
Larry Little
Nat Moore
Ken Riley
Lee Roy Selmon
Paul Warfield

Basketball
Artis Gilmore
Jack “Cy" McClairen

Baseball
Andre Dawson
Hal McRae
Tim Raines

were shot and trapped in the 
burning lighthouse. While the 
assistant lighthouse keeper 
lived through rhe ordeal, the 
black man died. Open 8 am- 
sunset, year round.

Wright Brothers House, 
2310 1/2 Lipscomb Street. 
(Private residence.) Wright 
Brothers was among the first 
settlers of Melbourne, 
establishing his homestead in 
the area by 1877. Brothers’ 
Frame Vernacular house was 
constructed around 1892.

Greater Bethel A.M.E.
Church, NR, 245 N.W. 8th 
Street. Greater Bethel 
A.M.E. Church was organized 
in 1896, several months 
before the city was incorpo­
rated. Construction of this 
Mediterranean Revival style 
building began in 1927 but 
was not completed until 
1942. It is one of the few 
examples of this architectural 
style in Overtown.

Lincoln Memorial Park, 
N.W. 46th Street and N.W. 
30th Avenue. Lincoln 
Memorial, opened in 1924, 
was for decades the cemetery 
for blacks in Miami. Blacks 
sometimes marched to 
Lincoln Memorial playing 
tuba and trumpet in Dixie­
land funeral processions. 
Black pioneers buried here 
include Dana Albert Dorsey, 
Miami’s first black million­
aire, and Gwen Sawyer 
Cherry, the first black woman 
to serve in the Florida 
Legislature.

Oak (1879) and the Florida 
Baptist Academy in Jackson­
ville (1892). Following a 
series of name changes and 
relocations, the two institu-

Black Archives, History 
and Research Foundation 
of South Florida, Joseph 
Caleb Community Center, 
5400 N.W. 22nd Avenue, 
Suite 702. A repository of 
manuscripts and photographs 
which document the black 
experience in Dade County. 
Several art pieces are located 
in the building, including a 
portrait of black artist Joseph 
Caleb for whom the center is 
named. Open 1 pm-5 pm, 
daily. Research hours by 
appointment.
Call (305) 636-2390.

Pigeon Key Historic District, Marathon

Black
Members 
of the 
Florida
Sports Hall 
of Fame

Joseph W. Russ, Jr. House, 
NR, 310 W. Lafayette Street. 
(Private residence.) This was 
the main plantation house 
near Timothy Thomas 
Fortune’s birthplace. Fortune, 
often called the dean of black 
journalism, was born a slave 
on the plantation in 1856. 
During his lifetime, Fortune 
authored three books, 
published the acclaimed 
newspaper, The New York 
Age, and made contributions 
in education, economics, 
civil rights and politics. 
Alterations between 1910 
and 1912 gave the house a 
Classical Revival appearance.

Chapman House, 1200 
N.W. 6th Avenue. This 
Colonial style residence was 
built in 1923 by Dr. William 
A. Chapman, Sr., the first 
known African American 
hired by the State Board of 
Health as a consultant for 
disease control. The site is 
scheduled to open in the fall 
of 1993 as the Dade County 
Ethnic Heritage Children’s 
Folklife Museum.

Lyric Theatre, NR, 819 
N.W. 2nd Avenue. This 
masonry vaudeville and 
movie theater was built by 
prominent black entrepre­
neur Geder Walker in 1915. 
Once one of the major 
centers of entertainment for 
blacks, this building is the 
lone survivor of the district 
known as “Little Broadway” 
which flourished in Over­
town during the 1930s-1940s. 
The exterior still shows 
evidence of its former 
elegance, through the three

Pigeon Key Historic 
District, NR, off U.S. 
Highway 1 at mile marker 45. 
Seven Frame Vernacular 
structures built between 
1909-1920 as a railroad 
construction work camp for 
laborers on Henry Flagler’s 
"overseas railroad”. The camp 
includes a 1912 “Negro 
Workers’ Cottage” which 
housed blacks during the 
period. The site is being 
developed as a recreational 
facility to include interpreta­
tion of the railroad era.

south of Highway 90. The 
first church was built on the 
corner of Parshley and 
Houston Avenue on land 
given by Mrs. Nancy Parsh­
ley, a wealthy, compassionate 
white woman. This Masonry 
Vernacular building was built 

in 1910.

Adderly House. 5550 
Overseas Highway. (Private 
residence.) Located in the 
Crane Point Historic and 
Archaeological District, this 
Masonry Vernacular house 
was built c. 1906 by George 
Adderly, a black Bahamian 
immigrant who was a spong­
er, boatman, and charcoal 
maker. It is a one-story’ 
building with a hip roof 
similar to residences built by 
blacks in the Bahamas during Jackson County 
the 19th century.

Bill Baggs Cape Florida 
State Recreation Area, 
south Key Biscayne, off U.S. 
Hwy. 1. Cape Florida was the 
site where many black 
Seminoles and escaped slaves 
sought passage to the Baha­
mas when Florida was 
transferred from Spain to the 
United States in 1821. Those 
who could afford passage 
bargained with “wreckers 
from the Bahamas while 
others elected to make the 
crossing in Seminole dugout 
canoes fitted with sails and 
paddles. The lighthouse, 
which was built in 1825, "as 
attacked by Seminole In ian 
during the Second Seminole 
War. The assistant lighthouse 
keeper and his black servan
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part composition of the 
facade and applied classical 
details.

Bethune-Volusia Beach,
Highway Al A six miles south 
of New Smyrna Beach. 
Notable educator Mary 
McLeod Bethune, insurance 
executive G. D. Rogers of 
Tampa, rancher Lawrence 
Silas of Kissimmee and other 
black investors purchased this 
ocean-front property in the 
1940s to develop a black 
residential resort community 
and recreation area. Ameni­
ties include a bath house, 
picnic facilities, and a snack 

bar.

black architect and builder, 
Levi Alexander, Sr. The 
Gothic Revival style struc­
ture's most prominent feature 
is its two-story tower.

I

Fessenden Elementary 
School, 4200 N.W. 90th 
Street. Established in 1868, 
the school became Fessenden 
Academy in 1898. It was 
named in honor of Ferdinand 
Stone Fessenden, a wealthy 
businessman from Boston 
who provided financial 
support and encouraged the 
American Missionary 
Association to sponsor the 
school. The existing buildings 
date from the Depression Era. 
Call (904) 622-5234.

an eclectic architectural 
blend of Art Moderne details 
on Gothic style massing.

Fessenden Elementary School, Ocala 

active part in black commu­
nity life, it is the only 
building still standing that 
represents such activism.

Howard Academy Com­
munity Center, 306 N.W. 
7th Avenue. Established in 
1885 by the Board of Public 
Instruction as a graded school 
for Negroes, Howard Acade­
my now serves as a neighbor­
hood center.

white frame building. 
Construction of this first 
brick church owned by a 
black congregation began in 
1891 under the supervision of soldiers. Participants in the 

battle included three all­
black, infantry regiments: 1st 
North Carolina, the 8th U.S. 
Colored and the 54th 
Massachusetts. About one- 
third of the Union troops 
were blacks. Open 9 am-5 
pm, daily. Re-enactment held 
each February.
Call (904) 752-3866.

Opa-locka City Hall, NR, 
777 Sharazad Boulevard. 
Inspiration for the design of 
this building was supposedly 
found in the tale "The Talk 
Bird” and the building itself 
fashioned after the palace of

Miami's black personalities 
was commissioned by the 
Urban League of Greater 
Miami, Inc. to commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the 
passage of the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act. Open 10 am-5 
pm, M-Sa; 10 am-9 pm, Th; 
12 noon-5 pm, Su.

Olustee Battlefield State 
Historic Site, NR, two miles 
east of Olustee on U.S. 
Highway 90. This site 
commemorates Florida’s 
major Civil War battle. On 
February 20, 1864, approxi­
mately 5500 Union troops 
under the command of 
General Truman A. Seymour 
marched westward from 
Sanderson. Confederate 
forces were defending 
positions near Ocean Pond. 
The battle lasted for five 
hours until Union forces 
retreated. Casualties amount­
ed to an estimated 1860 
Union and 946 Confederate

Harry Hurt Building, NR, 
490 Ali-Baba Avenue. One 
of the most prominent 
Moorish Revival style 
buildings in Opa-locka, this 
1926 building was construct­
ed to serve as a shopping and 
service center. The building 
retains much of its original 
character, including a central 
dome and flanking minarets.

Opa-locka Thematic 
Development, NR. Located 
northwest of Miami, largely 
black Opa-locka is one of 
Florida’s unique communities 
because of its widespread use of 
the Moorish Revival architec­
tural style. Today, 65 of the 
original 100 buildings remain.

Overtown Neighborhood, 
between N.W. Second and 
Third Avenues and N.W. 
Eighth and Tenth Streets. 
Dating from 1896, Overtown 
is one of the oldest neighbor­
hoods in Miami. The area 
developed into a vibrant 
community where schools, 
churches and businesses 
flourished. Plans for the 
restored village include a 
regional cultural and enter­
tainment tourist attraction 
highlighting the legacy of 
Miami’s Overtown as well as 
black cultural heritage.

Booker T. Washington 
High School, 1200 N.W. 
6th Avenue. Construction 
began in 1926, amid protest 
of the citizens living in the 
area. Many men in the 
community took turns 
standing guard at night and 
working during the day, until 
the school was built. Official­
ly opened on March 28, 1927, 
this was the first school in 
South Florida to provide a 
12th grade education for 
black children. The school 
presently serves the middle 
grade levels.

Mount Zion A.M.E.
Church, NR, 623 S. Magno- 
lia Avenue. The present 
church, the only surviving 
brick 19th-century religious 

structure in Ocala, stands 
behind the site of the original

was compieicu m i/tv. . —------- - T
two-story masonry building is Flagler Street. This mural of eW bmyma 

Beach

Old Sacred Heart/St. Rita 
(Colored) Mission Church, 
312 N. Duss Street. Con­
structed in 1899, this Frame 
Vernacular building was a 
house of worship for a 
community of black Roman 
Catholics. One of few places 
in the area where the 
Catholic Church played an

Betfiune-Volusia Bcac/i. New Smyrna Beach

St. John’s Baptist Church, 
NR, 1328 N.W. 3rd Avenue. 
The congregation was 
organized in 1906. The 
current building, designed by The Vanguard-Mtamt s 
the black architectural firm of Forerunners of Human 

McKissack and McKissack, 
was completed in 1940- The

Mount Pilgrim African 
Baptist Church, corner of 
Alice and Clara Streets. The 
Mount Pilgrim African 
Baptist Church was organized 
in 1866 by blacks who left 
the First Baptist Church. 
This 1916 building is an 
excellent example of Gothic 
Revival architecture. It was 
designed by Wallace A. 
Rayfield, a leading black 
architect in the South in the 
early twentieth century. 
Members of Mount Pilgrim 
helped establish four other 
black congregations in the 

Progress, Historical Museum community.
of Southern Florida, 111
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Opa-locka Railroad
Station, NR, 500 block of 
Ali-Baba Avenue. An

J. A. Colyer Building, 27-
29 Church Street. Currently

Callahan Neighborhood, 
bounded by Colonial Drive, 
Central Avenue, Division 
Street and Orange Blossom 
Trail. This neighborhood, 
started in 1886, is one of the 
oldest black communities in 
Orlando. The district 
includes the Callahan 
Neighborhood Center, 
formerly the old Jones High 
School which was established 
in 1895.

High School, 1207 Wash­
ington Street. Established in 
1892, Central Academy 
became the first accredited 
Negro high school in Florida 
in 1924. The first Central 
Academy building was 
destroyed by fire in 1936. The 
present building replaced it in 
1937 and now serves as the 
County School Board Service 
Center.

Painting entitled “Cypress 
Logging”, U.S. Post Office, 
1600 S. Jefferson Street. 
Commissioned by the U.S. 
Treasury Department, Florida 
artist George Snow Hill

Daniel "Chappie" 
James, Jr.

1920-1978
Military officer

Old Mount Pleasant 
Baptist Church, 701 West 
South Street. This Ro­
manesque style building, 
constructed in 1920, now 
houses the Tabernacle of the 
Enlightened Church of God. 
The congregation first met in 
a rough shed in 1919, 
eventually erecting a stone 
church.

Saint Michael’s Creole 
Benevolent Association 
Hall, NR, 416 East Govern­
ment Street, Seville Square 
Historic District. Constructed 
in 1895-96 by members of the 
St. Michael’s Social Club, the

Julee Cottage Museum, 
210 E. Zaragoza Street, 
Seville Square Historic 
District. This simple wood 
frame building, built between 
1804-1808, is Pensacola’s 
only surviving “to the 
sidewalk” construction. It 
belonged to Julee Panton, a 
“free woman of color”, who 
sought to purchase the 
freedom of her fellow, 
enslaved blacks. The cot­
tage’s pegged framing and 
beaded ceilings were pre­
served during rehabilitation 
as a Black History Museum. 
Open 10 am-4:30 pm, M-Sa. 
Call (904) 444-8986.

J. A. Colyer Building, Orlando 

the fantasy’s Emperor 
Kosroushah of Persia. Tire 
building was an advertising 
focus for the fanciful Boom 
time development of Opa- 
locka. Acquired by the City 
in 1939 for use as a city hall, 
the building has been 
restored.

Frame Vernacular hall was 
used for social and cultural 
activities by Creoles, a 
racially mixed group isolated 
from both the white and 
black communities. It was 
restored in 1972 using the 
original color scheme. Open 
10 am-4:30 pm, M-Sa. 
Call (904) 444-8986.

Finley Homestead, 522 
Main Street. (Private 
residence.) This two-story 
Frame Vernacular structure 
was the home of Adam 
Finley, a free, African 
American artisan. Finley 
acquired the property in 
1883. His grandson, Dr. 
Harold E. Finley, was a 
nationally known zoologist.

Old Ebenezer Church, 596 
West Church Street. This 
Gothic Revival church was 
built c. 1900 by the congrega­
tion of the Ebenezer United 
Methodist Church. After the 
congregation moved, this 
structure became home to the Old Central Academy 
Greater Refuge Church of 
Our Lord.

Baker Elementary School, 
311 East Charlotte Avenue. 
The school was named for the 
first principal-teacher of the 
county’s first “colored 
school”, Benjamin Joshua 
Baker. Baker was persuaded 
to come to Punta Gorda by 
Dan T. Smith, the first black 
appointed to the DeSoto 
County Board of Education. 
In 1942, a few months after 
Baker’s death, a school for 
black children was built near 
his home and named for 
him. It is used today for pre­
school classes.

A Pensacola native, 
"Chappie" James became 
the first black four-star 
general in American 
military history in 1976. 
His illustrious career 
included 101 combat 
missions as a fighter pilot 
in Korea and 78 more in 
Vietnam. He was decorat­
ed for valor and air 
tactics. Once, as com­
manding officer of the 
U.S. Air Force base in 
Libya, and wearing a 45 
automatic stuffed under 
his belt, he confronted the 
new dictator, Muammar 
Khadafy, at the front gate 
and forced his withdraw­
al. Khadafy had intended 
to seize the base with his 
half-tracks. In the late 
1970s, the General was 
sought out as a potential 
candidate for lieutenant 
governor of Florida but 
died of a heart attack a 
few weeks after his 
retirement. James was a 
widely acclaimed national 
spokesman for black 
self-respect.

Daniel “Chappie” James’ 
Birthplace, 1606 N. Alcaniz 
Street. The site where 
Chappie James was born and 
where his mother, Lillie A. 

ran a school for black 
children. There is a small 
shelter covering the front steps 
which are painted white and 
labeled “Chappie’s First Steps •

painted this depiction of the 
lumber industry in which 
many blacks worked.
Through the Public Works of 
Art Project, the federal 
government selected artists 
and subjects to embellish 
public buildings. Installed in 
February 1938 in the Old 
Perry Post Office at 201 East 
Green Street, the panel was 
moved in 1987.

Bethel A.M.E. Church, 719 
Reid Street. This Ro­
manesque Revival style 
building was constructed by 
the congregation c. 1908- 
1912. The residents of the 
adjacent community of 
Newtown organized the 
church in 1866.

Mount Zion Baptist
Church, 528 West Jackson 
Street. After the congrega­
tion was organized in 1880, 
the church buildings were 
twice destroyed by fire. The 
present Romanesque Revival 
style structure was erected in 
1918.

Dr. I. S. Hankins House, 
219 Lime Street. (Private 
residence.) This Mediterra­
nean Revival style residence 
was built in 1935 as the home 
of Orlando’s pioneer black 
physician who campaigned for 
improved race relations and for 
black home ownership.

an Irish pub, this Ro­
manesque style building was 
built in 1911 and housed the 
Colyerand Williams tailor 
shop. This early black 
business was located among 
white businesses in down­
town Orlando.

important building architec­
turally and commercially to 
the development of Opa- 
locka, the 1927 railroad 
station enticed the first-time 
visitor and the potential 
investor. The design was 
based on the tales “Ali Baba 
and the Forty Thieves” and 
“Alladin and his Lamps”. 
Fine tile work survives.

The Riley Building, 571-75 
West Church Street. This 
Masonry Vernacular building 
was constructed in 1947 by 
businessman Zellie L. Riley, 
who operated a tailor shop 
and men’s ready-to-wear store 
at the site. Riley championed James, 
black business opportunity 
through the Negro Chamber 
of Commerce.
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Hardon Building, 16 W.
Washington Street. Owned 
by William Hardon, a black

Willie Galimore Commu­
nity Center, 399 South 
Riberia Street. This recre­
ational facility is named in 
honor of St. Augustine native 
Willie Galimore. The former 
Florida A&M three time All­

Clay pipes from Fort Mose, 
St. Augustine

Lincolnville Historic 
District, NR, bounded by 
Cedar, Riberia, Cerro, and 
Washington Streets and 
DeSoto Place. In 1866, 
former black slaves began 
settling a three block area in 
St. Augustine at first known 
as “Africa" but later renamed 
Lincolnville. By 1885, 
Lincolnville was a growing 
black business and residential 
community. Lincolnville has 
the greatest concentration of 
late nineteenth century 
architecture in the city.

Ray Charles
Ray Charles Robinson

History. Call Darcie MacMa- 
hon, (904) 392-1721.

1930-
Singer, composer

Butler Beach, on Anastasia 
Island, approximately 8 miles 
south of St. Augustine on 
Highway A1A. In 1927, 
Lincolnville businessman 
Frank B. Butler bought land 
between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Matanzas River 
which he developed into 
Butler Beach, for many years 
the only beach African 
Americans were allowed to 
use between Jacksonville and 
Daytona Beach.

Cary A. White, Sr. Com­
plex, Florida School for the 
Deaf and the Blind, 207 N. 
San Marco Avenue. This 
classroom and dormitory area 
is dedicated to the memory of 
the first black deaf graduate 
of the Florida School for the 
Deaf and the Blind who 
worked at the school for 46 
years. Mr. White was an 
assistant in the dorm where 
Ray Charles lived while he 
was a student.

Arnett Chapel A.M.E.
Church, 209 South Duval 
Street. Organized in 1866, 
the congregation is among 
the oldest in Gadsden 
County. The Romanesque 
Revival style building was 
constructed in 1938-39 and 
named for the Rev. Benjamin 
W. Arnett, the Presiding 
Bishop in Florida from 1888- 
1892.

Hopper Academy, 1111 
South Pine Avenue. This 
Frame Vernacular two-story 
'T’-shaped building was built 
between 1900-1910 and 
served as Sanford High 
School (Colored). It was one 
of the few early black high 
schools in Florida. There are 
plans to develop this facility 
into an educational and 
community service center.

National Football League. 
Galimore led the Bears in 
scoring in 1958, and was the 
team’s top rusher in 1961. 
Call (904) 824-5209.

Masonic Lodge, 122 South 
Duval Street. Since 1907, 
this building has been the 
masonic lodge meeting hall 
for black masons. It is a

Schoolhouse Gallery, 520 
Tarpon Bay Road. This 
Baptist Church, built in 1909 
-1910, was established as the 
only school for the black 
children of the Island in 
1927, and was so used until 
1963, when Sanibel Elemen-

John M. Hurston House, 
621 East 6th Street. (Private 
residence.) The Rev. John 
Hurston was the father of 
noted author/anthropologist 
Zora Neale Hurston as well as 
a forceful preacher and 
effective pastor. Rev. Hurston 
and his wife Mattie lived in 
this Second Empire style 
residence.

A Georgia native, this 
singer, arranger, compos­
er, and band leader grew 
up in Greenville, Florida, 
and began playing piano 
at seven years of age 
while attending the 
Florida School for the 
Deaf and the Blind in St. 
Augustine. He began 
touring with dance bands 
at age fifteen. Charles 
recorded his first major 
hit, "I Got a Woman", in 
1954. He was inducted 
into the Florida Artists Hall 
of Fame in 1992. 
The world-class singer 
started his career in 
Jacksonville as a young­
ster, playing side-man to 
the jazz musicians congre­
gating around the old 
Wynn Hotel on Ashley 
Street and other nearby 
nightspots. "Lots of days, I 
was hungry, no place to 
stay, and even when you 
work, you might not get 
paid," Charles recalled. 
He laughs at those hard 
times and tells youngsters, 
"You gotta' believe."

St. James A.M.E. Church, 
NR, 819 Cypress Avenue. 
Organized in 1867, rhe 
church purchased the land on 
the corner of East 9th Street 
and South Cypress Avenue in 
1880. The current structure is 
a red brick English Gothic 
Revival Style building with 
four matching stained-glass 
windows, constructed in 
1913, and is an excellent 
example of the work of black 
architect Prince W. Spears.

the Civil Rights Act on June 
20, 1964. This Italian Gothic 
style church was constructed 
in 1920.

man, this was one of the Uv. ------ -------
earliest ice and electric plants hospital, and a drug 

in Quincy. Hardon’s small 
generator was located in the 
rear of the building, with the 
ice plant adjacent to it. In 
the front of the building was 
a bar and in the basement, a 
dice and card room patron­
ized by some of the town's 
elite. The Masonry Vernacu­
lar building, constructed 
around the tum of the 
century, is now an office 
supply business.

St. Paul’s A.M.E. Church, 
85 Martin Luther King 
Avenue. This 1910 Gothic 
Revival church served as an 
assembly point for blacks 
demonstrating against 
segregated beaches, lunch 
counters and other facilities 
in 1964- The kitchen fed 
hundreds of volunteers who 
came from other states. 
Baseball great Jackie Robin­
son addressed a crowd of 600 
here, urging them on in a 
determined, peaceful struggle.

simple, two-story Frame 
Vernacular building with an 
open hall on the first floor. It 
was moved from its original 
site in 1976 and remodeled.

Gracia Real de Santa 
Teresa de Mose, two miles 
north of St. Augustine off 
Highway Al A. In 1693, King 
Charles II of Spain decreed 
runaway slaves were to he 
given sanctuary in his 
colonies. Black fugitives from 
British Georgia made their 
way south and fought so 
bravely against a retaliatory 
attack on St. Augustine by 
the British in 1728 that the 
governor abolished the slave 
market and freed any remain­
ing soldiers who were slaves. 
Ten years later, Governor 
Montiano established Fort 
Mose for the black runaways. 
The fort and village were 

_______ abandoned in 1763. The site 
American played seven years has undergone archaeological 

with the Chicago Bears in the research but currently has no 
exhibits or facilities. A 
traveling exhibit about Fort 
Mose is operated by the 
Florida Museum of Natural

William S. Stevens Hospi­
tal, corner of Roberts and 
Crawford Streets. (Private

i residence.) Dr. William 
Spencer Stevens practiced 
medicine in Quincy for more 
than fifty years. His fame 
spread during the yellow fever

I outbreak of 1906 and the 
influenza epidemic of 1918. 
In the years following, Dr. 
Stevens established a clinic, a

;store.
The hospital was located in 
this two-story Frame Vernac­
ular structure.

St. Mary’s Missionary 
Baptist Church, 69 Wash­
ington Street. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., on June 9, 
1964, told 300 supporters 
here he would participate in a 
sit-in at a motel restaurant 
the next day, anticipating 
correctly that he would be 
jailed. Segregation practices 
in St. Augustine drew 
national coverage when 
police arrested and jailed the 
7 2-year-old mother of the 
governor of Massachusetts as 
a demonstrator. The protests 
in St. Augustine, called 
“America's oldest segregated 
city “, were a major factor in 
propelling Congress to pass
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Gibbs Cottage. Tallahassee
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Fort Gadsden State Histor­
ic Site, NR, six miles 
southwest of Sumatra, oft

in order to earn her bache­
lor's degree.

Knott House, 301 East Park 
Avenue. Union General 
Edward M. McCook entered

before coming to Tallahassee 
in 1887. Today, twelve 
schools and colleges make 
up the international, multira­
cial university.

university in Florida, estab­
lished in 1887 as the Florida 
State Normal and Industrial 
School for Negroes. The first 
president, Thomas DeSaille 
Tucker, was born in Sierra 
Leone and graduated from 
Oberlin College in 1886. He

First Presbyterian Church, Tallahi 
Balcony for slaves (below)

Tallahassee on May 10, 1865 
with orders to accept the 
surrender of the capital. He 
made his headquarters at the

C. K. Steele Memorial, Tallahassee

St. James C.M.E. Church, 
104 N. Bronough Street.

C. K. Steele Memorial, 111 
West Tennessee Street. A 
statue and marker commemo­
rate the work of the Rev. 
Charles Kenzie Steele, one of 
Florida's outstanding civil 
rights leaders.

Union Bank Building, NR, 
on the comer of Apalachee 
Parkway and Calhoun Street,

1914-1980
Civil rights leader

John G. Riley House, NR, 
419 West Jefferson Street. 
John Gilmore Riley was a 
black educator and civic 
leader in Tallahassee in the 
late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. He became the first 
principal of Lincoln Acade­
my, the first high school for 
blacks in Leon County. The 
Frame Vernacular house 
which he built in the 1890s 
was his home until his death 
in 1954.

Booker Schools, Historical 
Marker, Orange Avenue at 
35th Street. Named for black 
educator Emma E. Booker, 
who began teaching black 
children in 1910 and rose to 
become principal of Sarasota 
Grammar School in 1918. 
She attended college during 
summers for two decades

First Presbyterian Church, 
NR, 102 N. Adams Street. 
Built in 1838, this is the only 
church still standing in town 
from territorial days. The 
Classic Revival style building 
with Gothic doors and 
windows is prominent in 
downtown Tallahassee. The 
north gallery was set aside for 
slaves who sat apart from 
their masters, but were 
allowed membership.

tary, the first integrated 
school in Lee Counts. was 
built. It is currently a gallery­
featuring a diversified 
collection of fine an.

First Black Community. 
Historical Marker, Central 
Avenue between 5th and ('th 
Streets. Lewis Colson, the lirst 
black settler, helped survey the 
Town of Sarasota in 1886 and 
began what would become a 
prosperous black residential 
and business district.

Black Archives Research 
Center and Museum, 
Carnegie Library Building, 
NR, Florida A&M Universi­
ty. The two-story, columned, 
brick veneer building built in 
1907 is the oldest building on 
campus. The center has more 
than 100,000 visitors annual­
ly who come to see the vast 
collection, which includes 
slave irons, tribal masks and 
ancient art demonstrating the practiced law in Pensacola 
cultural maturity of African 
kingdoms.
Open 9 atn-4 pm, M-F.

The Reverend Charles 
Kenzie Steele was pastor 
of the Bethel Baptist 
Church in Tallahassee and 
marched with Martin 
Luther King, Jr., in the civil 
rights movement of the 
50s and 60s. He orga­
nized the Tallahassee bus 
boycott by setting up a 
station wagon pool for 
black patrons, eventually 
ending segregated 
seating. "I'd rather walk 
in dignity than ride in 
humiliation," Steele 
proclaimed. Fittingly, the 
new Tallahassee city bus 
terminal bears his name 
and displays a statue of 
this frail, but determined 
minister.

(Private offices.) The present 
Gothic Revival structure was 
constructed in 1899 on land 
purchased by black members 
of the Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church who 
formed a separate organiza­
tion known as the Colored 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
There were at least two 
earlier structures on the site. 
It is believed that one of 
these functioned as a hospital 
for wounded soldiers from the 
Civil War Battle of Olustee 
and served as a school for 
black children during 
Reconstruction. The building 
is the oldest black church 
structure still standing in 
Tallahassee.

Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University, 
South Adams Street. This is 
the oldest historically black

Gibbs Cottage, South 
Adams Street. Gibbs Cottage, 
constructed in 1894, was the 
home of Thomas Van 
Renssalaer Gibbs, member of 
the Florida Legislature who, 
in 1887, introduced the bill 
which resulted in the 
founding of the Florida State 
Normal and Industrial School 

for Negroes, now Florida 

A&M University.

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University, Tallahassee

Knott House, then owned by 
Thomas and Catherine 
Hagner. On May 20th, on the 
steps of the house, McCook 
issued a general order: 
President Lincoln’s Emanci­
pation Proclamation. The 
home was remodelled in the 
1920s, the alterations 
inspired by the Georgian 
Revival style. The Knott 
House is now operated as a 
house museum, with empha­
sis on the Knott family and 
the Depression years.

Stale Ro,ul ’ I h<--o* all-1 

Negiol-ouJ..... '‘J"1'11’
lower Aral.ulHo>la Kivv., 
was buill .'"'I provisioned by 
the British mid maimed by 
black and Indian lories under 
a black commandant named 
Garcia. I he tort wasatincked 
by American forces on June 
.'7, 1810. A round ot hoi shot 
hit the magazine of the lort 
causing a huge explosion anil I 
killing some 270 of the 120 
defenders. Open 8 nm-sunset, 
year round.
Call (904) 670-8988.
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Moss Hill United Methodist Chuch, Vernon

Museum of African American Art, Tampa

Palm Beach County

Vernon
Washington County

Harvey and Clarke. The first

Florida Folklife Festival, White Springs
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“"25

Tampa
Hillsborough County

West Palm 
Beach

Museum of African
American Art, 1308 Marion

Northwest Neighborhood 
Historic District, NR, 
bounded by N.W. 2nd and

Museum of African American Art, 
Tampa

Stephen Foster State Folk 
Culture Center, U.S.
Highway 41 North, 3 miles 
east of 1-75. This memorial to 
composer Stephen Foster is 
located on the banks of the 
Suwannee River, with 
animated dioramas, carillon 
concerts, and displays of 
Florida folklife. Black 
craftsmen participate in the 
annual folk festival demon­
strating artisanship of 
another century and offering 
gospel and blues musical 
programs. Park open
8 am-sunset; buildings open
9 am- 5 pm.
Call (904) 397-2733.La Union Marti-Maceo, 

1226 E. 7th Avenue. Located 
in the Ybor City National 
Historic Landmark District, 
this building serves Afro- 
Cubans excluded from other 
Cuban and Spanish clubs. 
Since its founding in 1904, 
24--------------------------
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Moss Hill United Method­
ist Church, NR, three miles 
southeast of Vernon, off 
Vernon-Greenhead Road. 
Built in 1857 by church 
members and their slaves, 
this simple, weathered, 
woodframe church is the 
oldest unaltered building in 
Washington County. Many 
of the planks still bear the 
hand or fingerprints of the 
workers, and the barefooted 
imprints of children may be 
seen on the ceiling planks. 
The building is one of the 
nation’s best examples of 
frontier church architecture.

blacks arrived in the area 
between 1885 and 1890, 
when the black residents of 
the area in Palm Beach 
known as the “Styx” were 
forced to relocate to the 
northwest section of the city. 
This district is the only 
remaining portion of the 
original black settlement.

The Mickens House, NR, 
801 Fourth Street. (Private 
Residence.) The house was 
built in 1917 by Halen 
Mickens, who operated the 
wicker carriage concession at 
Colonel Bradley’s casino. His 
widow, Alice Frederick 
Mickens, rose to national 
prominence in promoting 
higher education for blacks. 
She was chosen “Outstanding 
Woman of the Century” at

Collection is America’s 
foremost collection of 
African American art 
depicting the history, culture 
and lifestyle of blacks in 
America. This is the oldest 
collection of African Ameri­
can art in the U.S., with one 
piece dating from 1851. 
Open 10 am-4:30 pm, Tu-Sa; 
1 pm-4:30 pm, Su 
(except holidays).

Gwen Cherry House, 
corner of 6th Street and 
Division Avenue. This 
Masonry Vernacular structure 
served as the home of Gwen 
Cherry, the first black woman 
elected to the Florida 
Legislature. The residence is 
being renovated as museum 
space for the Black Historical 
Preservation Society of Palm 
Beach County.

the American Negro Emanci­
pation Convention in 1963. 
She entertained such black 
notables as Dr. Ralph 
Bunche, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, and A. Philip 
Randolph at the home.

1950s and 1960s, black 
leaders of the civil rights 
movement met at the church 
to organize their Freedom 
Marches and “sit-ins” to

St Paul A.M.E. Church, 
506 East Harrison Street. A 
brick vernacular building 
with Gothic and Romanesqui 
detailing constructed be­
tween 1906 and 1917, the 
church has played an impor­
tant role in the social, 
political and cultural events 
of the community. During the

one block from the Old 
Capitol. The Union Bank, 
chartered in 1833, played a 
major role as a planters’ bank 
in the territorial period of 
Florida history. Constructed 
in 1841 and displaying 
elements of Federal and 
Greek Revival architecture, 
the building has housed a 
wide variety of business and 
cultural interests including 
the National Freedman’s 
Bank for newly emancipated 
slaves during Reconstruction. 
Open 10 am-1 pm, Tu-F; 1 
pm-4 pm, weekends. 
Call (904) 487-3803.
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Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, 801 Eighth Street. 
This church was founded in
1893 as Mount Olive Baptist 
Church. The first public 
school for blacks in West 
Palm Beach was organized in
1894 and held classes in the 
church through 1896. The 
Neo-Romanesque Revival 
style structure, the sole 
example of this style in the 
Northwest Historic District, 
was built in 1925.

the Marti-Maceo mutual aid 
society has provided social
and self-help activities for the Street. The Barnett/Aden 
black Cubans in Ybor City, 
who confronted both racial 
and nativist discrimination.
Although black and white 
cigarmakers were initially 
part of the same mutual aid 
society, Florida laws against 
integrated social clubs required 
them to split in 1900.

protest segregated restaurant 
facilities in downtown Tampa

St. Peter Claver School, 
1401 Governor Street. St’ 
Peter Claver is the oldest 
black school, public or 
private, still functioning in 
Hillsborough County. 
Opened on February 2, 1894 
it was destroyed by arson ten’ 
days later. Rebuilt and 
reopened, the school resumed 
classes under two Sisters of 
the Holy Names. Within 
seven years, it was turning 
out black graduates capable of 
becoming certified teachers. 
In 1916, Governor Trammell 
issued a warrant for the arrest 
of three Sisters at another 
black school, accusing them, 
as whites teaching black 
students, of violating an 1895 
Florida law. Since St. Peter 
Claver School could be 
accused of violating the same 
law, a decision was made to 
close the school. The law was 
later declared unconstitution­
al, and the school reopened.

of the buildings were con­
structed by local black
builders and contractors such WBitC Springs 
as Simeon Mather, R. A.
Smith, J. S. Woodside, Alfred Hamilton County 
Williams and Samuel O.
Major. A few buildings, 
notably churches, were 
designed by local architects 
such as West Palm Beach’s 
first black architect, Hazel

11th Streets, North Rosemary Augustus, and the firm of 
and Douglas Avenues. Most
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Dizzy Gillespie, 
Jacksonville Jazz Festival

Jr. Parade and Festival, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Boulevard 
305 261-8385

Stuart—Martin County 
Black Heritage Festival, East 
10th Street Recreation 
Center 
407 283-6349
Tallahassee—Harambee 
Festival, Tallahassee-Leon
County Civic Center 
904 559-3155

407 298-0612,298-2717
St. Petersburg—Celebration 
of Movement, Pinellas 
County Center for the Arts 
813 327-1907, Ext. 277
White Springs—Florida Folk 
Festival, Stephen Foster State 
Folk Culture Center 
904 397-2192

Miami—Bahamas Goombay 
Festival, Coconut Grove 
305 445-8292

Miami Lakes—Miami Lakes 
Taste of Jazz, Main Street 
305 821-1130, Ext. 206

Orlando—Kwanzaa Celebra­
tion, The Callahan Neigh­
borhood Center 
407 246-2305
Tampa—Antonio Maceo 
Day, Sociedad la Union 
Marti-Maceo, Ybor City 
813 223-6188

Delray Beach—Roots 
Cultural Festival, Pompey 
Park 
407 243-7556
Ocala—African American 
Artsfest, Webb Stadium 
Complex 
904 629-1644
West Palm Beach—Festival 
of Afro Arts, Gaines Park 
407 659-8099

Campbellton—Bethel 
Community Sacred Harp 
Sing, Bethel C.M.E. Church 
904 263-4159
Crestview—Carver-Hill 
Evening in Black Culture, 
Carver-Hill Memorial 
Museum, Fairview Park 
904 682-3494
Florida-Alabama Progressive 
Seven-Shape Note Singing 
Convention Quarterly 
Meeting, Convention Center 
904 834-2713
Delray Beach—Roots 
Cultural Festival, Pompey 
Park
407 243-7356

Winter Park—Africana 
Fest, Rollins College 
407 646-1586

churches 
904 351-0824
St. Petersburg—Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Birthday in 
St. Petersburg; Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer 
ence Drum Major for Justice 
Parade; Festival of Bands 
813 541-8178, 327-0085 
Tampa—Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Festival, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Recreation 
Complex 
813 223-8615

Crestview—Florida- 
Alabama Progressive Seven- 
Shape Note Singing 
Convention Quarterly 
Meeting, Convention Center 
904 834-2713
Miami—Sun Street Festival, 
7th Avenue 
305 756-8702
Saint Augustine—Lincoln­
ville Festival, Willie Galli­
more Recreational Facility 
904 829-8379
Tampa—Bethune-Cookman 
College and Florida A&M 
University, Florida Football 
Classic, Tampa Stadium 
904 599-3200

Clewiston—Brown Sugar 
Festival
813 983-9134
Crestview—Carver-Hill 
Memorial Day Festival, 
Carver Hill Memorial 
Museum, Fairview Park 
904 682-3494
Florida-Alabama Progressive 
Seven-Shape Note Singing
Convention Quarterly 
Meeting, Convention Center 
904 834-2713
Gainesville—Fifth Avenue 
Arts Festival, Fifth Avenue 
904 372-0216, 491-1364
Greenville—May 20th 
Emancipation Day Celebra­
tion 
904 948-2071
Orlando—West Indian- 
American Carnival Celebra­
tion (Mardi Gras), Central 
Florida Fairgrounds

305 921-3404
Jacksonville—J acksonville 
Jazz Festival 
904 353-7770
Key West—Goombay 
Festival, Bahama Village 
305 294-9501
Miami—Florida A&M 
University Orange Blossom 
Football Classic, Orange 
Bowl Stadium 
904 599-3200
Tampa—Grito de Yara Day, 
Sociedad la Union Marti- 
Maceo, Ybor City 
813 223-6188

Green Cove Springs— 
Augusta F. Savage Cultural 
Arts Festival, Spring Park 
904 264-5801
Miami—Dade Heritage Days 
305 358-9572

January Ocala/other locations in
J ’ Marion County—Year of
Belle Glade—Muckstepper’s Jubilee Celebration, \ arious 
Reunion 
407 996-2161 
Clearwater—Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Commemorative 
Breakfast, March and Rally, 
King Center and Coachman 
Park 
813 462-4880 
Eatonville—Zora Neale 
Hurston Festival of the Arts 
and Humanities, Kennedy 
Boulevard and College 
Avenue 
407 647-3307 
Lake Wales—Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day, Bok Tower 
Gardens 
813 676-1408 Crestview—Florida-
Miami—Martin Luther King, Alabama Progressive Sevei

Shape Note Singing 
Convention Quarterly 
Meeting, Convention Center 
904 834-2713
Fort Lauderdale—Sistrunk 
Historical Festival, Sistrunk 
Boulevard 
305 765-1663
Lake City and Olustee 
Battlefield State Historic 
Site—Olustee Battle Festival 
and Battle Re-enactment 
904 758-1355
Ocala Soul Food Festival, 
Central Florida Community 
College 
904 237-211 1

Clearwater—Clearwater Jazz 
Holiday, Coachman Park 
813 734-0140, 462-6360
Fort Lauderdale—African
Heritage Festival, Jamaican 
Domino Club
305 938-7383
Hollywood—Hollywood Jazz 
Festival, Young Circle Park

Lincolnville Festival, St. Augustine

African
American 
Festivals and
Events
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120-121
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Heritage 
Trail Sites

51. Mount Olive A.M.E.
Church, p. 12

119. Schoolhouse Gallery, p. 21
120. Booker Schools Historical

Marker, p. 22

For information concerning 
festivals and special events, 
see pages 26-27.

41. Zora Neale Hurston House,
P-9

42. Mt. Pleasant A.M.E.
Church, p. 9

43. Pleasant Street Historic
District, p. 10

44. Josiah Walls Historical 
Marker, p. 10

45. Bethune Neighborhood 
Center, p. 10

46. Bethel Baptist Institutional
Church, p. 10

47. Catherine Street Fire
Station #3, p. 10

48. Centennial Hall, p. 10
49. Kingsley Plantation State 

Historic Site, p. 10
50. Masonic Temple Building,

p. 11

80. Bethune-Volusia Beach , 
p. 16

105. Arnett Chapel A.M.E.
Church, p. 20

106. Harden Building, p. 20
107. Masonic Lodge, p. 20
108. William S. Stevens Hospital, 

p. 20
109. Butler Beach, p. 20
110. Willie Galimore Community 

Center, p. 20

111. Gracia Real de Santa
Teresa de Mose, p. 20

112. Lincolnville Historic District, 
p. 21

113. St. Mary's Missionary
Baptist Church, p. 21

114. St. Paul's A.M.E. Church, 
p. 21

115. Cary A. White, Sr. Complex, 
p. 21

116. Hopper Academy, p. 21
117. John M. Hurston House, p. 21
11 8. St. James A.M.E. Church,

p. 21

21. Carver-Hill Memorial
Museum, p. 6

22. Mary McLeod Bethune 
House, p. 6

23. Bethune-Cookman College, 
P- 6

24. Museum of Arts and
Sciences, p. 7

25. Jackie Robinson Memorial
Ball Park, p. 7

26. Howard Thurman House, 
P-7

* 
85

*** 
82-84

15-19(

20

* 
36-37,*1

121. First Black Community 
Historical Marker, p. 22

122. Fort Gadsden State Historic
Site, p. 22

123. Black Archives Research
Center and Museum, p. 22

124. First Presbyterian Church, p.
22

125. Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University, p.
22

126. Gibbs Cottage, p. 22
127. Knott House, p. 22
128. John G. Riley House, p. 23
129. St. James C.M.E. Church, p.

23
130. C.K. Steele Memorial, p. 23

131. Union Bank Building, p. 23
132. La Union Marti-Maceo,

p. 24
133. Museum of African

American Art, p. 24
134. St. Paul A.M.E. Church,

p. 24
135. St. Peter Clover School,

p. 24
136. Moss Hill United Methodist

Church, p. 24
137. Gwen Cherry House, p. 25
138. The Mickens House, p. 25
139. Northwest Neighborhood

Historic District, p. 25
140. Tabernacle Baptist Church, 

p. 25
141. Stephen Foster State Folk 

Culture Center, p. 25

61. Bethel A.M.E. Church, p. 13
62. Florida Sports Hall of Fame, 

p. 13
63. African Missionary Baptist 

Church, p. 14
64. Adderly House, p. 14
65. Pigeon Key Historic District, 

p. 14
66. Joseph W. Russ, Jr. House, 

p. 14
67. Wright Brothers House, p. 14
68. Bill Baggs Cape Florida State 

Recreation Area, p. 14
69. Black Archives, History and 

Research Foundation of 
South Florida, p. 15

70. Chapman House, p. 15

34-35

86-89 68-

School, p. 16
79. Mount Pilgrim African 

Baptist Church, p. 16

1 1. Harry T. Moore Center, p. 5
12. Malissa Moore Home, p. 5
13. Mt. Moriah A.M.E. Church, 

p. 5
14. Richard E. Stone Historic 

District, p. 5
15. Black Heritage Museum, 

p. 5
16. Charles Avenue Historic 

District, p. 5
17. Coconut Grove Cemetery, 

p. 6
1 8. Macedonia Baptist Church, 

p. 6
19. Stirrup House, p. 6
20. MacFarlane Homestead 

Subdivision Historic District, 
p. 6

71. Greater Bethel A.M.E.
Church, p. 15

72. Florida Memorial College,
P. 15

73. Lincoln Memorial Park, p. 15
74. Lyric Theatre, p. 15
75. Overlown Neighborhood, 

p. 16
76. St. John's Baptist Church, 

p. 16
77. The Vanguard—Miami's 

Forerunners of Human 
Progress, p. 16

78. Booker T. Washington High

91. J.A. Colyer Building, p. 18
92. Dr. I.S. Hankins House,

p. 18
93. Old Ebenezer Church, p. 18
94. Old Mount Pleasant Baptist

Church, p. 18
95. The Riley Building, p. 18
96. Bethel A.M.E. Church, p. 18
97. Finley Homestead, p. 18
98. Old Central Academy High

School, p. 1 8
99. Daniel "Chappie James

Birthplace, p. 1 8
100. Julee Cottage Museum, p-

31. B.F. James & Frances Jane 
Bright Mini-Park, p. 8

32. Second Bethel Baptist 
Church, p. 8

33. Eatonville, p. 8
34. Frasier Cemetery, p. 8
35. Pleasant Hill Baptist Church,

P- 9
36. Old Dillard High School, 

P- 9
37. Dr. James F. Sistrunk 

Boulevard Historical 
Marker, p. 9

38. Paul Lawrence Dunbar 
School, p. 9

39. McCullum Hall, p. 9
40. Etta Powell Home, p. 9

137-140

* 
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Festivals

101. Mount Zion Baptist Church, 

p. 19
102. Saint Michael's Creole 

Benevolent Association 

p. 19
103. Painting entitled "Cypress 

Logging", p. 19
104. Baker Elementary

P. 19

1. American Beach, p. 4
2. Mt. Olive A.M.E. Church, 

P- 4
3. New Providence Missionary 

Baptist Church, p. 4
4. Brown Home, p. 4
5. Manatee Family Heritage

House, p. 4
6. Dade Battlefield State

Historic Site, p. 4
7. Roulhac Middle School, 

P- 4
8. Dorothy Thompson African 

American Museum, p. 4
9. Brown House, p. 5

10. Cleveland Steam Marine 
Ways, p. 5

81. Old Sacred Heart/St. Rita 
(Colored) Mission Church, 
p. 16

82. Fessenden Elementary 
School, p. 17

83. Howard Academy Commu­
nity Center, p. 17

84. Mount Zion A.M.E. Church 
p. 17

85. Olustee Battlefield State 
Historic Site, p. 17

86. Opa-locka Thematic 
Development, p. 17

87. Harry Hurt Building, p. 17
88. Opa-locka City Hall, p. 17
89. Opa-locka Railroad Station, 

p. 18
90. Callahan Neighborhood, 

p. 18

52 Mount Zion A.M.E. Church, 
’ p. 12

53 Old Brewster Hospital,
P- 12

54. Ritz Theater, p. 12
55. Stanton High School, p. 12
56 Edward Waters College,

p. 12
57. Clara White Mission, p. 13
58. Bahama Village, p. 13
59. Cornish Memorial A.M.E.

Zion Church, p. 13
60. Nelson English Park, p. 13

27. Bradley Hall-Safe Home 
Orphanage, p. 7

28. Old DeLand Colored
Hospital, p. 7

29. J.W. Wright Building, p. 7
30. Yemassee Settlement, p. 8

p
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□ Higher Learning
Tour 3 Days

Day 1 Tallahassee

■ Museums of Art 
and History
5 Days

□ Historic Black 
Settlements and 
Early Communities
6 Days
Day 1 Sumatra

Fort George Island 
Jacksonville

Jackie Robinson Memorial, 
Daytona Beach

Day 4 Tampa

Museum of African-American Art
4 / miles to Bradenton

Florida Sports Hall of Fame
60 miles Io Jacksonville

Julee Cottage
/ 91 miles Io Tallahassee

Fort Gadsden
205 miles to Gainesville

Old Dillard School
25 miles Io Miami

Florida A and M University 
163 miles to Jacksonville

Daytona Beach
Jackie Robinson Baseball Pork 
Howard Thurman Home 
65 miles to Cocoa

St. Mary's Missionary Baptist 
Church

St. Paul's A.M.E. Church
53 miles to Daytona Beach

Knott House Museum 
C.K. Steele Plaza 
Union Bank Building 
104 miles to Lake City

Jacksonville
Catherine Street Fire Station 

(Jacksonville Fire Museum)
80 miles to Daytona Beach

Tallahassee
Black Archives (Florida A and M 

University)
/ 04 miles to Lake City

Kingsley Plantation
68 miles to St. Augustine

Gainesville
Pleasant Street Historic District 
Mt. Pleasant A.M.E. Church 
98 miles to Ft. George Island

Richard E. Stone District 
Mount Moriah A.M.E. Church 
124 miles to West Palm Beach

Orlando
Callahan Neighborhood
Old Ebenezer Church
Old Mount Pleasant Baptist 

Church
46 miles to Cocoa

Eatonville
Zora Neale Hurston Memorial
5 miles Io Orlando

Cocoa
Harry T. Moore Center 
122 miles to Tampa

St. Augustine
Lincolnville Historic District
St. Mary's Missionary Baptist

Church
St. Paul's A.M.E. Church
Ft. Mose
64 miles to DeLand

West Palm Beach
Northwest Neighborhood Historic

District
Tabernacle Baptist Church
68 miles to Miami

Florida Memorial College

Heritage 
Trail Tours

Tampa

St. Paul A.M.E. Church
St. Peter Clover School

Day 3 Daytona Beach

Bethune House [Bethune-Cookman
College)

Museum of Arts and Sciences
139 miles Io Tampa

Day 3 DeLand

Yemassee Settlement
Greater Union Baptist Church 
28 miles to Eatonville

Day 2 Jacksonville

Edward Wafers College 
96 miles to Daytona Beach

The Struggle for 
Freedom and 
Justice 3 Days

Day 6 Key West

Bahama Village
Cornish Memorial A.M.E. Zion

Church

Ft. Lauderdale^

Miami g)

Bradenton
Family Heritage House 
211 miles to Ft, Lauderdale

Daytona Beach
Bethune-Cookman College
257 miles to Miami

Miami Vicinity
Black Archives, History and 

Research Foundation of 
South Florida (Joseph Caleb 
Community Center, Miami) 

The Vanguard (Historical Museum 
of South Florida, Miami) 

Black Heritage Museum (Coconut 
Grove)

Day 5 Miami Vicinity

Overtown (Miami)
Greater Bethel A.M.E. Church
St. John's Baptist Church
Charles Avenue Historic District 

(Coconut Grove)
Coconut Grove Cemetery
Macedonia Baptist Church
MacFarlane Homestead Subdivi­

sion (Coral Gables)
St. Mary's Baptist Church 
/09 miles Io Key West

0 St. Augustine
\\\\

O Daytona Beach

* 'r.f?

-
i d

' Lake City
J Olustee Battlefield (vicinity of Lake 

City)
91 miles to St. Augustine
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Judge, Miami Police 
Court, 1950, first black 
judge in the South since 
Reconstruction.

Leander J. Shaw Jr., 
appointed to Florida 
Supreme Court in 1983, 
retained by statewide 
vote. First black judge to 
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the Supreme Court, for 
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Carrie P. Meek, Miami
Democrat, first black 
woman ever elected to 
the Florida Senate and 
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